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A Practical Study of JOB 

 

Persevere and Press On 

 

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering” 

 

Study Number Eleven – Job 18:1-21 

 

 

 Soren Kierkegaard is a Danish philosopher and he says: 

 

(Pain: The Gift Nobody Wants by Paul Brand and Philip 

Yancey)  

 

With the help of the thorn in my foot, 

I spring higher than anyone with sound feet. 

p. 179  

 

Fénelon in his book The Seeking Heart said: 

 

(The Seeking Heart by Fenelon)  

 

 It is a great gift to be able to be peaceful when you are 

facing situations that do not seem to change. Bear all the 

uncomfortable and inconvenient things about your current 

situation. Look at them as exercises that God has designed for 

your growth. He is teaching you to bear difficult situations 

without being depressed. Your emotions may be low, but your 

inner man is being upheld. This peace is all the more precious 

when there is no earthly reason to [be having] it. 
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p. 73  

 

David Watson was an Anglican evangelist who touched many, 

many lives in his brief life in England. He also had a great 

impact in the United States. He wrote a book that is a legacy 

called Fear No Evil. He was stricken with cancer at a very 

young age and this is what he said after coming home from 

the doctor: 

 

(Fear No Evil by David Watson)  

 

 ‘Lord, I’m yours. You can do with me whatever is your 

perfect will.’ In that surrender I found his profound peace. I 

was ready. 

p. 31  

 

A Christian doctor came to counsel him and he said: 

 

(Fear No Evil by David Watson)  

 

It is easier to prepare for healing than for parting. But to fail 

to prepare for parting is to leave a bitter legacy for those we 

love. David, if it should be that your disease progresses, make 

time for Anne [his wife], Fiona [his daughter] and Guy [his 

son], to say thank you and to ask forgiveness and to say 

goodbye. 

p. 69  

 

Now that’s where Job is. He had those volleys of fire that 

came out of his resources that made us understand that his 
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faith was still intact. But we also had him described as an 

animal with his horn in the dirt. He was very near physical 

death. 

 

As the scene of this study opens, the second friend begins to 

speak for the second time.  

 

Job has gone through a horrible holocaust in a 24-hour period. 

He’s lost all of his possessions, he’s lost all of his progeny and 

his ten children were killed in a tornado. On top of that, he’s 

been physically afflicted to the point that he’s totally 

incapable of functioning. He’s basically sitting in an ash heap 

and these three business associates have come to minister to 

him comfort, but it’s become confrontation. 

 

The affirmation has become argumentation, because to them 

it’s more important to be right theologically than it is to meet 

the needs of a suffering person. 

 

These three guys have been speaking. That’s the story of the 

book. Eliphaz speaks, Job answers. Bildad speaks, Job 

answers. Zophar speaks, Job answers. That was all of part 

one—the first eight studies. 

 

Now we started round two in this section. We heard from 

Eliphaz in study 9 and Job answered him in our last study. 

Now we get to hear from “Bildad the Brutal.”  

 

“Bildad the Brutal” has only thing going for him—he’s brief. 

What he has to say is very pointed. There are a couple of 
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verses we can put over the chapter.  

 

Proverbs 18:14 

 

A man’s spirit sustains him in sickness, 

but a crushed spirit who can bear? 

 

Proverbs 29:1 

 

A man who remains stiff-necked after many rebukes 

will suddenly be destroyed—and that without remedy. 

 

All three of these guys have the same theological position. It’s 

the PATRIARCHAL PROSPERITY GOSPEL. God is the 

computer and when you put righteousness in riches come out. 

When you put sin in, suffering comes out. Job is suffering 

severely so Job has sinned greatly. Theological premises will 

never change for these three guys.  

 

If you sense any repetition in their speeches it’s only because 

they are unwilling to surrender their theological orientation or 

expand it enough to include Job’s situation. 

 

Some guys in ministry preach two years in one place and then 

feel the call of God, they go somewhere else and they preach 

two years there. Then they feel the call of God to go 

somewhere else, and they preach two years there. They’re 

telling you they’ve got two years’ worth of sermons and they’ll 

unload them here and they’ll unload them there and they’ll 

unload them over there. They never really exercise the 
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discipline of continuous growth and spiritual development by 

studying new sections of the scripture. 

 

That’s the way we feel about these three guys. If we sense any 

repetition when we listen to their speeches, the only repetition 

we sense is because they all have the same theological stripe. 

That’s more important than their relationship to Job.  

 

With the same theological orientation you think that he read 

the same book as Eliphaz. He probably did. But the whole 

different slant to what comes out of it in the impact that it’ll 

make on us.  

 

Bildad 

 

v. 1 Then Bildad the Shuhite replied:  

 

“Then Bildad the Shuhite replied:” 

 

He’s ready to speak. He asks FOUR QUESTIONS and then he 

gives a graphic description in the remainder of his speech. 

 

v. 2 “When will you end these speeches? Be sensible, 

and then we can talk.  

 

Question #1: ‘“When will you end these speeches?” 

 

“Be sensible, and then we can talk.” 

 

Job started that when he talked to Eliphaz in the previous 

C
opyright ©

 2022 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



6 

 

study: 

 

Job 16:3 

 

Will your long-winded speeches never end? What ails you that 

you keep on arguing? 

 

“Why are you in my face? Why are you arguing with me? You 

came to comfort me instead of confront me.” 

 

We could translate this from the Hebrew: 

 

“How long will you hunt for words? That you just keep on 

beating your gums with these long speeches?” 

 

Bildad has no problem telling them what’s happening: “When 

will you end your speeches?”  

 

Then he turns right around and says: “Be sensible, and then 

we can talk.” 

 

What’s he saying? Quit arguing with us. Just come over to our 

theological position and quit telling us that you’re an 

exception Job.  

 

Job is an exception. Job doesn’t fit into their theological 

categories. That’s why we have a big problem.  

 

He’s saying, “Job you’ve lost it. Get your head together and we 

can talk. Your ranting and rambling is ridiculous. Job, the 
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elevator is stuck in the basement, the lights are out upstairs, 

and you’re off track and you’re out to lunch and your 

opposition is obnoxious! Now just let us talk and share 

together. Be open.” 

 

v. 3 Why are we regarded as cattle and considered 

stupid in your sight?  

 

Question #2: “Why are we regarded as cattle and considered 

stupid in your sight?” 

 

When you look at that you think Job really called them some 

names. But have you ever noticed sometimes when you get in 

a real good fight with each other that you misinterpret things 

for your own advantage?  

 

That’s exactly what they do, because when Job talked about 

animals, the question should be, “Why are we against Job?”—

Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar.  

 

The question is: “Why are we regarded as cattle and 

considered stupid in your sight?” 

 

Bildad resented Job’s strong language. Back in chapter 12, 

when Job was speaking, this is what he said: 

 

Job 12:7-9 

 

Ask the animals, they’ll teach you, or the birds of the air, and 

they’ll tell you; or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or 
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let the fish of the sea inform you. Which of all these does not 

know that the hand of the Lord has done this? 

 

In other words, “The hand of a Sovereign God’s involved in my 

life and I don’t understand it right now but I’m not going to 

curse God and die. I’m not going to throw in the towel just 

because I don’t understand what He’s doing.”  

 

Didn’t Jesus do that? He said, “Consider the lilies of the field. 

They have everything without toiling and reaping. And the 

birds of the air, they don’t get all anxious about what they’re 

going to eat and these things.” (ref. Matthew 6:28) 

 

So all he’s doing is being nice to those guys by saying, “Just 

look at nature! Nature’s not all upset by how it’s treated and 

cared for.” 

 

When you get into a real good heated confrontation we 

sometimes forget what we said before and how much it hurt. 

We’re going to hear from “Zophar the Zapper.”  He’s the worst 

one of the three. 

 

When he spoke the first time, he said something to Job that 

really hurt. Listen to what Zophar says: 

 

Job 11:12 

 

But a witless man can no more become wise than a wild 

donkey’s colt can be born a man. 
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What’s he saying? He’s saying, “Job, you are witless and the 

potential for you being wise is about as much as a donkey 

having a male colt.” 

 

To put that in laymen’s terminology, he’s calling Job a jackass.  

 

The possibility of a wild donkey giving birth to a man is a real 

impossibility. But it’s possible for a woman to have triplet 

donkeys. We have three of them here: Eliphaz, Bildad and 

Zophar. These guys really are vicious. They are just so 

unmerciful when it comes to the way they treat him. 

 

We’re going to see something from our last study in this. 

 

v. 4 You who tear yourself to pieces in your anger, is 

the earth to be abandoned for your sake? Or must 

the rocks be moved from their place?  

 

“You who tear yourself to pieces in your anger, is the earth to 

be abandoned for your sake? Or must the rocks be moved from 

their places?” 

 

He’s saying to him, “Job, God’s not tearing you to pieces. 

You’re tearing yourself to pieces by your resistance of God.” 

 

Do you remember what he said in our last study? He said, “my 

plans are shattered. I’ve been crushed. God’s holding me up as 

a target and He’s firing His arrows at me.” (see Job 16:12-13) 

 

It’s almost like in his anger he’s saying, “God is just treating 
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me so mean and so ugly.” 

 

Now Bildad turns it around and he says, “You know Job, 

you’re tearing yourself apart.”  

 

There’s real truth in that. When we resist God and don’t 

cooperate with His plan, we’re going to be the loser. We are 

going to suffer consequences and it’s going to be very, very 

hurtful.  

 

Anger and hatred—Why is Job so mad?  

 

There are THREE real good REASONS: 

 

1. He feels he’s been MISTREATED BY GOD, and he has 

been. 

 

2. He’s been MISTREATED BY HIS FRIENDS, because his 

friends should be comforting him and they’re constantly 

shaking their heads and saying, “No Job, become sensible and 

then we can help you.” 

 

3. You just don’t sit in MISERABLE CIRCUMSTANCES 

without getting angry. 

 

Bildad says to Job, “You should back off because you’re 

hurting yourself when you blow off like that. Just relax and 

back off.” 

 

In Isaiah the Lord says: 
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Isaiah 1:2-6 

 

… “I have raised up children and they’ve rebelled against me.”  

Why would you be beaten again? Why do you persist in your 

rebellion? Your whole head is injured, your whole heart is 

afflicted. From the sole of your foot to the top of our head 

there’s no soundness in it—only wounds and welts and open 

sores… 

 

If you’re a believer and you’re resisting against God, guess 

what, God is a disciplinarian. He will flat take you to the 

woodshed. There is a price to be paid. 

 

Bildad is right in speaking to Job in this way. He’s telling a 

truth but Job isn’t really qualifying. When you resist God, 

you’re the one that pays the price, not God. You are the one 

who hurts because of the resistance. 

 

These next two questions have been the most meaningful in 

this chapter. 

 

Question #3: “is the earth to be abandoned for your sake?” 

 

Question #4: “Or must the rocks be moved from their place?” 

 

And you’re saying, “What in the world is he saying in those 

two questions?” 

 

Bildad’s saying, “Do you mean Job that God is going to alter 
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His principles, His premises and His priorities to fit your 

plan? Is that what you’re telling me? Job, in your arrogance, 

are you saying that God would alter the course of nature just 

for your benefit?” 

 

DIVINE LAW is like a rock. It’s steadfast and unmoveable. 

These three guys have theological parameters. They believe 

that certain things are always true, there are no exceptions, 

they are laws—just like there are laws of nature. No matter 

what you say or what you do, those laws will never change. 

They’re like a rock. 

 

Punishment always comes when sin is involved. That’s the 

law.  

 

So we could say, “Job, is God supposed to rearrange the whole 

world just to fit your situation?” 

 

Is God going to nullify the law of gravity so we can go out here 

and jump off the roof of the house and not be hurt? Has God 

ever nullified His inviolable laws to accomplish some great 

purpose?  

 

We have to say yes. He lengthened the day for Joshua so he 

could fight that battle against the Amalekites and win. He 

opened up the Red Sea and the Jordan River so the children of 

Israel could have a corridor through. That doesn’t usually 

happen. 

 

God shut the mouths of those lions so Daniel wasn’t lunch in 
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the lions’ den. In some amazing way He walked with 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego through a fiery furnace and 

none of them were singed! Fire usually destroys everything it 

touches.  

 

What we’re getting ready to say is very emotional. We’ve been 

teaching Bible classes for decades. Over the years people have 

said, “It’s alright for you to talk about Jesus but I’m going to 

take my chances.” 

 

It’s like saying, “God is a God of love and He is going to 

accommodate me when I get out there. I’m a good guy, I give 

my money, I go to church, I sacrifice everything I can to be a 

good guy and a good moral upright individual. That God of 

love is not going to hold me to specific laws, rules and 

regulations with regard to an eternal relationship.” 

 

Somebody asked Winston Churchill if he was ready to die and 

to meet God and he responded by saying: 

 

“That is not the answer. The question is, is God ready to meet 

Winston Churchill?” 

(source unknown) 

 

It’s so easy to live in the arrogance of being a know-it-all and 

being able to predict what God is going to do and how God is 

going to respond to the exceptions we bring to Him. That He’s 

just going to wipe it out and everything’s going to be fine—

even if we don’t respond to Jesus Christ personally! That’s a 

lie from the pit of hell. 

C
opyright ©

 2022 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



14 

 

 

God doesn’t make exceptions! There is one way to life in Jesus 

Christ and it has nothing to do with denomination. It has 

nothing to do with church. It’s simply a personal relationship 

with Jesus Christ that is established the moment you invite 

Him into your life. 

 

If you haven’t done that, your reservation for hell is still 

intact. The minute you invite Christ into your life, those 

reservations are cancelled. You have an eternal destiny that’s 

secure. To be absent from the body’s to be present with the 

Lord. 

 

In Matthew 22 Jesus tells the story of the guy with the 

missing wedding garment. He’s sitting there, he thinks he’s 

cool. He’s the only guy in the place and the king comes in and 

he sees him and he walks up to him and says, “Why do you not 

have a wedding garment on? How did you get here?” The text 

says he was speechless. The king says, “Bind him hand and 

foot, and cast him into outer darkness where there will be 

weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth.” (ref. Mathew 

22:11-13) 

 

John 14:6, right there in the Upper Room just hours before 

Christ is hanging on the cross, Thomas wants to know how to 

get to where Jesus is going and Jesus says, “I am the way”—

not a way or one of many ways—“the truth and the life; no 

man comes to the Father but by Me.” 

 

Then Nicodemus being very religious, in John 3:7 gives the 
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divine imperative: “You must be born again.” There is no other 

option. 

 

When Jesus closed His opening address—which was the 

Sermon on the Mount (that was His first public mandate)—

just before He tells the story of the wise man and the foolish 

man that concludes His message, He said: 

 

Matthew 7:22, 23 

 

Many will say unto Me on that day, “Lord, Lord, haven’t we 

done many wonderful works?” And I’ll say, “Depart from Me, I 

never knew you, you workers of iniquity.” 

 

You might say, “But I’m good, I’m moral, I’m upright.” 

 

Our works in the face of a holy God are abomination. All of 

our works are filthy in His eyes. The heart of man is deceitful 

and wicked. We know it and He knows it. 

 

Isaiah 64:6 

 

All our righteousnesses are like filthy rags in His sight. 

 

All we’re saying is Bildad’s on track in a truth that he’s 

teaching us. God is not going to cut slack. God is not going to 

accommodate our situation to conformity with His will! That’s 

inviolable, and that’s a good message. 

 

Now from verse 5 to 21, we’re going to see the graphic 
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description of the life of a person who has not received Christ. 

This is probably one of the greatest pictures.  

 

He’s going to use three words that are loaded and these 

describe Job: 

 

1. Job is called “wicked” in verse 5. 

 

2. He’s called “evil” in verse 21. 

 

3. He’s called “the one who knows not God” in verse 21. 

 

Those are three things he uses to describe our friend Job, 

whom we know as a righteous man. 

 

Walk through this. Starting with verse 5 he’s going to describe 

what happens. 

 

v. 5 The lamp of the wicked is snuffed out; the flame of 

his fire stops burning.  

 

“The lamp of the wicked is snuffed out; the flame of his fire 

stops burning.” 

 

That’s an accurate picture of what happens when a person 

disregards the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

John is speaking in: 

 

John 3:18 
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“He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not 

believe has been judged already, because he has not believed 

in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

 

John 3:36 

 

“He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does 

not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God rests 

upon him.” 

 

Bildad the Brutal—but what a sermon he preaches. 

 

The text says: 

 

“The lamp of the wicked is snuffed out; the flame of his fire 

stops burning.” 

 

Isaiah 42:3 

 

A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he 

will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 

 

Job is a “bruised reed.” He is a “smoldering wick.” His fire’s 

burning low! It’s going to burn until the end. 

 

His light’s not going to go out. It is smoldering.  

 

Job’s singing, “This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it 

shine…Won’t let Satan blow it out, I’m gonna let it shine. Let 
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it shine, let it shine, let it shine.” 

 

His life and light is like a candle hissing and popping in the 

rain, blown by the wind. It’s still burning and it’s going to 

continue to burn. 

 

v. 6 The light in his tent becomes dark; the lamp beside 

him goes out.  

 

“The light in his tent becomes dark; the lamp beside him goes 

out.” 

 

The Bible often describes the Word of God as being a “lamp 

unto our feet and a light unto our path.” (ref. Psalm 119:105) 

 

Notice what happens to this wicked person in verse 7. 

 

v. 7 The vigor of his step is weakened; his own schemes 

throw him down.  

 

“The vigor of his step is weakened; his own schemes throw 

him down.” 

 

Isn’t it amazing when you have that first physical affliction or 

that first physical pain and you’re aware what age does to you, 

and you begin to realize you are not immortal like you thought 

you were and you’re now coping with your own mortality?  

 

That’s the description Bildad’s giving. He’s saying: 
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“The vigor of his step is weakened; and is own schemes 

boomerang on him.” 

 

Ecclesiastes 11:9 

 

Be happy, young man, while you are young, and let your heart 

give you joy in the days of your youth. Follow the ways of your 

heart and whatever your eyes see, but know this that for all 

these things God will bring you to judgment. 

 

One of the ways that God educates the wicked is by their 

physical affliction and by their plans that go awry: 

 

“his own schemes throw him down.” 

 

Proverbs 14:12 

 

There is a way that seems right unto a man, but the end 

thereof are the ways of death. 

 

This next picture’s incredible.  

 

v. 8 His feet thrust him into a net and he wanders into 

its mesh.  

 

“His feet thrust him into a net and he wanders into the mesh.” 

 

Bildad is going to take SIX WORDS out of the Hebrew Bible 

that describe the hunter’s traps to catch the birds and other 

animals. It’s like he’s unloading the whole Hebrew arsenal on 
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all of the hunter’s equipment to catch something or to take 

something. He uses it to describe how God orders the life of 

the wicked to get his attention and accomplish His ultimate 

objective.  

 

You could say: “The Heavenly Hunter always gets His man—

one way or the other.” 

 

It’s like God’s saying, “See Me now or see Me later!” 

 

What’s the difference between an unrighteous man walking 

through this world and someone who knows Jesus Christ as 

Savior?  

 

Proverbs 4:18 

 

The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, 

shining ever brighter till the full light of day. 

 

Proverbs 3:5, 6 

 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 

and lean not on your own understanding. 

In all your ways acknowledge him, 

and he will direct your path. 

 

Psalm 37:23, 24 

 

The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, 

and he delighteth in his way. 
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Though he fall he shall not be utterly cast down, 

for the Lord comes along and upholds him with his hand. 

 

That’s the difference between walking through this trap-

infested world under sovereign direction. He knows where the 

landmines are and He knows where the traps are. He steers a 

course for us that leads to our own blessing and to our 

ultimate home and destination. 

 

There was an author who found his mother’s Bible and in the 

flyleaf he read these very sobering words: 

 

(Surprise Endings by Ron Mehl) 

 

Sin will take you farther than you want to go. 

 Sin will keep you longer than you want to stay. 

 Sin will cost you more than you want to pay. 

p. 91  

 

That’s the truth, and that’s the way of the wicked. 

 

v. 9 A trap seizes him by the heel; a snare holds him 

fast.  

 

“A trap seizes him by the heel; a snare holds him fast.” 

 

What is that “trap?”  

 

It could be: 
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the “trap” of SIN—and the enjoyment of it, 

 

the “trap” of SATAN himself—to keep the person by blinding 

his mind so he won’t respond to the gospel, or 

 

the WORLD SYSTEM—getting so settled down here that we 

enjoy this world without any regard to our eternal destiny and 

our heavenly home. 

 

The WORLD, 

 

the FLESH and 

 

the DEVIL. 

 

Satan knows the power of addictive behavior. When we get 

captured by these things, the decimation and destruction that 

comes out of it—whether it’s lust or drugs or alcohol or 

something else that’s alright in its place—destroys because it 

enslaves. Satan has it on his side as a “trap.” 

 

The following verse is very instructive: 

 

2 Timothy 2:26 

 

And they may come to their senses and escape from the snare 

of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will. 

 

That’s Paul telling Timothy what happens. 
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In Judges 16 when Samson is sleeping in the lap of Delilah, 

three times he blows smoke and doesn’t tell the truth. Finally 

she hits him with that great statement that every woman 

knows will get a man’s heart: “You don’t love me.” Then he 

tells her the secret to his strength, and that’s the end. He’s 

been trapped by lust. He skated on the skirts of it throughout 

his life and now it destroys him and he ends up a suicide in 

the end of it all. (see Judges 16:18-21) 

 

No matter what it is, it can accomplish those objectives. Sin is 

subtle. Lust, when it’s been conceived, gives birth to sin. And 

sin, when it’s accomplished, brings forth death.  

 

v. 10 A noose is hidden for him on the ground; a trap 

lies in his path.  

 

“A noose is hidden for him on the ground; a trap lies in his 

path.” 

 

Job 1:1 

 

In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This 

man was blameless and upright; he feared God and he 

shunned evil. 

 

God said to Satan almost the exact same words when He said: 

 

Job 1:8 

 

The Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? 
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There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, 

he’s a man who fears God and he shuns evil.” 

 

We have a good guy on our hands so be careful not to take 

what Bildad is saying and unmercifully apply it to Job 

because it doesn’t apply to him right now.  

 

There are three things that happen to a wicked guy who walks 

through this trap-infested world: 

 

v. 11 Terrors startle him on every side and dog his 

every step.  

 

“Terrors startle him on every side and dog his every step.” 

 

In verse 11—what are those “terrors?” 

 

“Terrors” that maybe there really is something out there. 

 

“Terrors” that maybe God is going to hold us accountable. 

 

In verse 12 it’s “calamity” and “disaster.” 

 

Is that true? Ever since the Garden of Eden it’s been true. 

 

Romans 5:12 

 

Wherefore as by one man, sin entered the world, and death by 

sin; and so death passed upon all men, for all have sinned. 
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We all have that God-rejecting nature, that pride to say, “I can 

do it on my own.” The terrors of not being able to do it on our 

own makes us realize there is someone out there and we’re 

accountable to Him. Adam and Eve just started the whole 

mess! 

 

Jay Carty in his book Playing with Fire says: 

 

(Playing with Fire: Do Nice People Really Go to Hell? by Jay 

Carty)  

 

 Have you ever seen how little kids play with each other? 

They’re vicious. Shouts of “Gimmee!” and “Mine!” are 

accompanied with eye gouges and face scratching. The only 

time rug rats are sweet is when they’re asleep. You see, they 

have a sin nature…and so do you. You were born separated 

from God. 

p. 37  

 

That’s the way it is! Those are the “terrors,” the realization 

that this thing is real and we’re losing the game. 

 

Denis Waitley says: 

 

(Timing Is Everything by Denis Waitley)  

 

 When I was a boy, I saw another sign above a farmer’s 

pasture. In the pasture was the biggest, ugliest, meanest-

looking bull you’d ever hope to see. The sign was a cryptic 

lesson in fear motivation for us would-be trespassers. It read, 
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“Don’t attempt to cross this field unless you can do it in 9.9 

seconds. The bull can do it in 10 flat!” 

p. 122  

 

Moses had a face-to-face relationship with God.  When he got 

ready to throw in the towel and go to the house he says this: 

 

Deuteronomy 28:65, 66 

 

Among those nations [when you live out in the world and you 

compromise your position] you will find no repose, no resting 

place for the sole of your foot. There the Lord will give you an 

anxious mind, eyes weary and longing, and a despairing heart. 

You will live in constant suspense, filled with dread both night 

and day, never sure of your life. 

 

That’s the “terror” of trying to live it on our own.  

 

v. 12 Calamity is hungry for him; disaster is ready for 

him when he falls.  

 

“Calamity is hungry for him; disaster is ready for him when 

he falls.” 

 

He FEARS in verse 11, 

 

he’s a FAILURE in verse 12, and 

 

he FALLS flat on his face in verse 12. 
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Now take those three loaded words—the hot words in the text: 

 

“terrors,” 

 

“calamity,” and  

 

“disaster.” 

 

Who do those three words describe?  

 

Now your answer is probably the WICKED, but let’s 

remember Bildad’s talking to Job and it applies to Job. Think 

about it for a minute. 

 

First of all the “terrors” are the physical afflictions this guy 

faces because he’s in the valley of the shadow of death right 

now. 

 

The “calamities”—all of his possessions are gone. 

 

The “disaster” is all ten of his kids died and his wife tells him 

to curse God and die. 

 

This is an off-handed slam at Job to say, “You’re wicked 

because all three of these things have happened to you.” 

 

We have seen these same three things happen to believers 

who walk the wayward path. We look at David if you don’t 

think so.  
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Life is a jungle out there and when we choose deliberately to 

grieve the Holy Spirit by sin in your life—sin we’re not willing 

to deal with—or quench Him by saying no when He’s leading 

in an obvious direction, and we don’t want to go, rather than 

walk in the Spirit, we are going to suffer the consequences. 

 

God is a disciplinarian. No disciplining seems joyous for the 

moment—Hebrews chapter 12—but it eventually yields the 

peaceful fruit of righteousness when we are broken and 

respond to what He has to say. 

 

So you’re saying, “Well, how do I go out of here and live as a 

believer then this week?” I’m glad you asked.  

 

“Calamity is hungry for him; disaster is ready for him when 

he falls.” 

 

v. 13 It eats away parts of his skin; death’s firstborn 

devours his limbs.  

 

“It eats away parts of his skin; death’s firstborn devours his 

limbs.” 

 

2 Timothy 2:3, 4 

 

Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 

Christ. No man that wareth entangled with himself with the 

affairs of this life, that he may please him who hath chosen 

him to be a soldier. 
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Matthew 6:33 

 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, then 

all these other things are going to take care of themselves. 

 

Ephesians 6—Put on your helmet of salvation, grab your 

sword of the spirit—which is the word of God—take your 

shield of faith to quench all the fiery darts and get out there 

and fight! 

 

1 John 4:4 

 

Greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world! 

 

The victory is ours! Just put on the armor and go to war! 

 

(Pain: The Gift Nobody Wants by Paul Brand and Philip 

Yancey) 

 

…a French general informed that his army was surrounded, 

[said] “Wonderful! This means we can attack in any direction.” 

p. 285  

 

Go to war as a believer. 

 

“It eats away parts of his skin; death’s firstborn devours his 

limbs.” 

 

That’s a low cut for a guy that’s but a shadow and his flesh is 

deteriorating like his has? Isn’t that a sobering thought?  
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Forty-three million Americans are sick with diseases that are 

eating their flesh. Sin always has a horrible consequence. 

 

Romans 6:23 

 

The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life. 

 

Lyle Alzado, before he died, said something very sobering: 

 

“There’s a lot more to life than just winning.” 

(source unknown) 

 

Knowing that what he had done had actually perpetrated 

what happened in his physical demise. 

 

v. 14 He is torn from the security of his tent and 

marched off to the king of terrors.  

 

“He is torn from the security of his tent and he’s marched off 

to the king of terrors.” 

 

In verse 11, “terrors startle him,” and now he’s “marched off to 

the king of terrors.”  

 

Who’s that? That’s physical death. That’s the “king of terrors” 

going down that one-way road to where you will never return. 

 

One of the descriptions in the scripture that illustrates this is 

found in Joshua 7. The children of Israel went into Jericho 
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they were told not to touch anything, but Achan went ahead 

and stole the good Babylonish garment and the wedges of 

silver and gold and buried them in the floor of his tent.  

 

When he’s found out, what do the children of Israel do? They 

go dig it up, take his tent, take all of his animals, take his 

children, take his wife, take everything that belongs to him, 

march him down the Valley of Achor, stone him to death and 

then set them on fire. Total judgment. (see Joshua 7:24-26) 

 

That’s Bildad’s description. The “king of terrors” comes along 

and dances the finale. It’s over! It’s done.  

 

Or the “king of terrors” can be Satan himself. Paul Brand said 

in his book: 

 

(Pain: The Gift Nobody Wants by Paul Brand and Philip 

Yancey)  

 

I was impressed by David Livingston’s written account of 

being attacked by a lion and dragged through the grass. While 

dangling from the lion’s jaws, like a field mouse carried by a 

house cat, he thought to himself, “After all, he is the king of 

beasts.” 

p. 17  

 

He is! There is no argument with Him. When death comes, 

there’s no argument with Him. It’s time to go. 
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v. 15 Fire resides in his tent; burning sulfur is scattered 

over his dwelling.  

 

“Fire resides in his tent; burning sulfur is scattered over his 

dwelling.” 

 

Revelation 20:15  

 

And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, 

he’s thrown into the lake of fire. 

 

Look at verse 16. Here’s an instructive verse. 

 

v. 16 His roots dry up below and his branches wither 

above.  

 

“His roots dry up below and his branches wither above.” 

 

Isn’t that amazing? That is probably one of the best 

descriptions of what sin does. Sin is always private at first. 

Satan wants you to think you’re getting away with it, but then 

it becomes public. 

 

Sin always attacks the root system, under the ground where 

nobody can see. Eventually it shows up in the withered leaf 

and no fruit being borne. That’s the description. 

 

Attacking the ROOTS and then the FRUIT.  

 

Colossians 2:7 
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we are rooted and grounded in Jesus Christ… 

 

Are you? Are you the person described in Psalm 1 that’s like a 

tree planted by the rivers of water that brings forth his fruit 

in his season because you are meditating day and night upon 

the Word of God which is the food for the root system to be 

healthy? 

 

Jeremiah 17:7, 8 

 

… He will be like a tree planted by the water that spreads out 

its root by the river. He does not fear when he comes; his 

leaves will be green. And he doesn’t worry in the year of 

drought, neither ceases to bear fruit. 

 

John 15:1, 2 

 

I am the vine, you are the branches. He that abides in Me and 

I in him, the same brings forth much fruit. For without Me 

you can do nothing. 

 

Are you characterized as a person who is consistently 

persevering in your spiritual disciplines to the point that 

you’re spending time in the Word of God? 

 

(Shame and Grace by Lewis B. Smedes)  

 

 Maxey Dean Filer, of Compton, California, was sure that 

he was born to be a lawyer, but the bar exams in California 
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are tough. He took the exam forty-seven times and failed 

every time. Maxey had recently turned sixty, and thirty-seven 

years of failing left him feeling pretty sure that he was going 

to die and never get to be what he was born to be. Terribly 

discouraged, Maxey Filer was never ashamed. He took the 

exam again one more time, took it for the forty-eighth time. 

He passed. 

p. 13  

 

That’s Job! Job is the kind of guy who will go out with you in 

all kinds of weather and no matter what he’ll never quit! 

We’re going to see Job in the next study scrape the heavens in 

what he’s going to tell us in response to these statements of 

Bildad. 

 

The question is what’s the condition of your heart? If the 

Father is glorified by much fruit, is your root system sound so 

that fruit is beginning to be born through you in the lives of 

others?  

 

That’s a normal happening for a believer if you’re a Christian. 

If not, something’s wrong with your root system. 

 

Revelation 2 is the letter to the seven churches—the church at 

Ephesus. Listen carefully because this is Jesus talking.  

 

“And you have perseverance”—We’re saying, “Lord, You’ve 

evaluated me properly. I am hanging in there. I don’t care 

what they say, I’m going to keep going and finish.” 
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“And you have endured for my name’s sake”—and we’re 

saying, “Right on Lord, I really have and I really am.” 

 

“And you have not grown weary”—and we say, “Well Lord, I 

can’t say that because others don’t do as much and I get a 

little weary. I think You understand.” 

 

“But I have this against you, you have left your first love.” 

 

Do you know what comes to mind?  

 

Psalm 26:2, 3 

 

Test me O Lord and try me, 

Examine my heart and my mind, 

For your love is ever before me 

and I walk continually in your truth. 

 

“I’m loving You the best way I know how right now. And all I 

want to tell You is I want to love You a whole lot more. And 

the more I get to know You, the more I want to love You and 

the more I want the world to know that I love You too.” 

 

Scripture is designed to speak to us, to encourage us to 

continue to persevere. It also teaches us that where our 

treasure is, there will our heart be also.  

 

If we have an unhealthy root system it’s because we have 

botched up priorities. There are other things more important 

in our life than our relationship to Christ. That’s why our root 
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system isn’t very healthy and that’s why we’re not bearing 

fruit like we should be. 

 

v. 17 The memory of him perishes from the earth; he 

has no name in the land.  

 

“The memory of him perishes from the earth; he has no name 

in the land.” 

 

When the wicked man dies he’s gone! It’s over! He’s through! 

He’s finished. He’s done. He perishes.  

 

Here’s a great little story:(Surprise Endings by Ron Mehl)  

 

 Several years ago, a television newswoman named Julie 

Arguinzoni visited the L.A. County Morgue to tape a story on 

the tragic deaths due to drug abuse. The newswoman was 

shown into the room known as the “Refrigerator,” a giant 

chamber used to store unidentified … corpses. What she saw 

there shocked and sickened her. Stacked like cord wood lay 

650 unclaimed human bodies—mostly young boys and girls—

picked up off the streets, in bars, or motel rooms. The bodies, 

she was told, were held for six months. If still unclaimed, they 

were cremated. 

 As she left the Refrigerator, Julie said later she heard a 

voice in her mind, like the voice of Satan 

[saying]...“These…are my trophies!” 

p. 158  

 

That’s it. Wiped off of the face of the earth, no longer to be 
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remembered. 

 

v. 18 He is driven from light into darkness and is 

banished from the world.  

 

“He is driven from light into darkness and is banished from 

the world.” 

 

v. 19 He has no offspring or descendants among his 

people, no survivor where once he lived.  

 

“He has no offspring or descendants among the people, no 

survivor where once he lived.” 

 

Ouch! All ten of his kids are gone—that hurts. 

 

v. 20 Men of the west are appalled at his fate; men of 

the east are seized with horror.  

 

“Men of the west are appalled at his fate; men of the east are 

seized with horror.” 

 

Here are the last two statements he makes about Job. 

 

v. 21 Surely such is the dwelling of an evil man; such is 

the place of one who knows not God.”  

 

“Surely such is the dwelling of an evil man; such is the place 

of one who knows not God.”’ 
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End of the message. 

 

In his first message, back in chapter 8, he said: 

 

Job 8:20-22 

 

God does not reject a blameless man or strengthen the hands 

of evildoers. He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and 

your lips with shouts of joy. Your enemies will be clothed in 

shame, and the tents of the wicked will be no more.” 

 

We have ten lessons that come out of our text. 

 

Lesson #1: Affirmation can turn to argument if we are not on 

the alert. 

 

Lesson #2: It’s so easy to accuse others of being irrational. 

 

Lesson #3: Anger is a normal part of the grieving process. 

 

Lesson #4: Job’s anger is three-fold: he feels he’s been 

mistreated by God, misunderstood by his friends and living in 

miserable circumstances. 

 

Lesson #5: God is not in the business of making exceptions for 

anyone. 

 

Lesson #6: Wrong premises and right promises will do great 

damage. 
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Lesson #7: The path of the wicked and the righteous are 

covered with traps put there by Satan. 

 

Lesson #8: Sin, Satan and the system of this world are just 

three of those traps. 

 

Lesson #9: Sin starts out below, then manifests itself above. 

It’s private and then it’s public. 

 

Lesson #10: God will have it His way. 

 

That’s the way it’s going to happen.  

 

What is your concept of suffering? Since we’ve heard from 

Bildad and these hardened categories, what are your 

concepts?  

 

If you were suffering severely, would you be bitter and angry 

toward God? Would you begin to blame Him? Or do you have 

the courage to go to someone else and try to explain to them 

what God’s doing in their lives by what they’re going through? 

 

Our hope is that you have learned that there’s only one place 

to be when it comes to suffering, and that is never let what’s 

happening to you affect your love relationship with the Lord 

who does all things well. He never makes a mistake. He is 

sovereign and in control. Trust Him in what’s going on in your 

life—if you’re a Christian—is making you more Christlike so 

cooperate with the curriculum. 
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If you’re not, God loves you so much. He’s not going to let you 

go your own way. He’s trying to draw you to Himself.  

 

Let’s look at how devastating this can be when we get a wrong 

interpretation. This comes from Failure to Scream by Robert 

Hicks. This book was written as an outgrowth of the Delta 

crash in DFW and 137 lives were taken: 

 

(Failure to Scream by Robert Hicks)  

 

 The struggle to find ultimate meaning that includes God 

often takes extreme forms. Soon after the initial wave of 

families had poured into the Hilton Hotel, a young [flight 

attendant] approached me. She had come to give assistance. 

When she saw the cross on my uniform, she asked, “Are you a 

Christian?” I replied, “Yes.” Then she blurted out, “I know 

why God allowed this plane to crash.” I responded, “You do?” 

“Yes,” she explained, “you see, I just found out that a busi-

nessman was on that plane traveling with another woman 

under his wife’s name.” Since the plane was bound for Las 

Vegas, the weekend getaway appeared to her as a typical 

lover’s affair. The [flight attendant] left as quickly as she 

approached, but after she left, I found myself asking, “Is this 

the kind of God we have, one who would take 137 lives in 

order to zap one man sneaking away for a weekend with 

another woman?” The [flight attendant] was grappling with 

ultimate meanings all right, but perhaps she was trying to 

find more meaning in the tragedy than was actually there. 

But again, her struggle illustrates our need for ultimate 

meaning. 
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pp. 108-9  

 

Don’t make the mistake of running into somebody else’s life 

and trying to dictate to them what God is doing in their lives 

because of what they’re suffering. Leave that all in His hands 

and it’ll work out in the end. 

 

John Calvin wrote Institutes of the Christian Religion. In the 

beginning of it he wrote some statements that blow us away. 

Maybe these are the things that are keeping you from Christ. 

 

(Institutes of the Christian Religion by John Calvin. 

Translated and annotated by Ford Lewis Battles)  

 

Though I performed all these rites 

And they afforded me intervals of repose, 

Still I was far away indeed 

From real peace of conscience. 

As often as I descended into myself 

Or raised my mind to thee, 

I was struck with utter horror 

That no expiations, 

No satisfactions could cure. 

The more closely I looked at myself, 

The keener the darts that pricked my conscience, 

Leaving me no other solace 

Than to delude myself in oblivion. 

Yet nothing better offered itself, 

So I kept to the road on which 

I had already set out. 
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p. xxx  

 

Get that statement—“delude myself into oblivion.” God is not 

going to allow us to do what we want to do and accommodate 

His program to fit what we want to do. God is going to do it 

His way. 

 

Father, we pray that as we have listened to Bildad speak to 

Job, we have seen the graphic description of those who walk 

through this trap-infested world and eventually are caught in 

some of these snares. Yet, our Father, when we turn to You 

and You lead the way, You guide us, and You direct us. You 

know where the traps are and You lead us onward toward 

eternal life. May the preciousness of Your presence be real as 

we meditate upon the things that we have heard. In Jesus’ 

name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of JOB 

 

Persevere and Press On 

 

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering” 

 

Study Number Eleven – Job 18:1-21  

            NOTES 
Bildad 

v. 1 Then Bildad the Shuhite replied:  

v. 2 “When will you end these speeches? Be sensible, and then we 

can talk.  

v. 3 Why are we regarded as cattle and considered stupid in your 

sight?  

v. 4 You who tear yourself to pieces in your anger, is the earth to 

be abandoned for your sake? Or must the rocks be moved from 

their place?  

v. 5 The lamp of the wicked is snuffed out; the flame of his fire 

stops burning. 

v. 6 The light in his tent becomes dark; the lamp beside him goes 

out.  

v. 7 The vigor of his step is weakened; his own schemes throw him 

down.  

v. 8 His feet thrust him into a net and he wanders into its mesh. 

v. 9 A trap seizes him by the heel; a snare holds him fast.  

v. 10 A noose is hidden for him on the ground; a trap lies in his 

path.  

v. 11 Terrors startle him on every side and dog his every step.  

v. 12 Calamity is hungry for him; disaster is ready for him when 

he falls.  

v. 13 It eats away parts of his skin; death’s firstborn devours his 

limbs.  

v. 14 He is torn from the security of his tent and marched off to the 

king of terrors. 

v. 15 Fire resides in his tent; burning sulfur is scattered over his 

dwelling.  

v. 16 His roots dry up below and his branches wither above.  
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            NOTES 
v. 17 The memory of him perishes from the earth; he has no name 

in the land. 

v. 18 He is driven from light into darkness and is banished from 

the world.  

v. 19 He has no offspring or descendants among his people, no 

survivor where once he lived.  

v. 20 Men of the west are appalled at his fate; men of the east are 

seized with horror.  

v. 21 Surely such is the dwelling of an evil man; such is the place 

of one who knows not God.” 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Job 18:1-21 and in your own words pull out the main 

thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What does Bildad ask Job to do, according to verse 2? 

 

 

 

 

3. In what two ways does Bildad describe Job’s treatment of 

them in verse 3? 
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4. How does Bildad describe the wicked in verse 5? 

 

 

 

 

5. What ultimately happens to the wicked, according to  

verse 7? 

 

 

 

 

6. Describe what the wicked one has to look forward to, 

according to verses 8-12. 

 

 

 

 

7. What happens to the wicked, according to verse 17? 

 

 

 

 

8. Summarize the sad end of the wicked, according to verses 

18-21. 
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9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: Affirmation can turn to argument if we are not 

on the alert. 

 

LESSON #2: It is so easy to accuse others of being irrational. 

 

LESSON #3: Anger is a normal part of the grieving process. 

 

LESSON #4: Job’s anger is three-fold: he feels he has been 

mistreated by God, misunderstood by his friends, and 

living in miserable circumstances. 

 

LESSON #5: God is not in the business of making exceptions 

for anyone. 
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LESSON #6: Wrong premises and right promises will do great 

damage. 

 

LESSON #7: The path of the wicked and the righteous are 

covered with traps put there by Satan. 

 

LESSON #8: Sin, Satan and the system of this world are just 

three of those traps. 

 

LESSON #9: Sin starts out below and then manifests itself 

above. It is first private and then public. 

 

LESSON #10: God will have it His way! 
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