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A Practical Study of JOB 

 

Persevere and Press On 

 

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering” 

 

Study Number One – Job 1:1-2:10  

 

 

What’s your concept of suffering? To some people the concept 

of suffering is only bad people suffer. But what’s your concept 

of suffering when good people suffer?  

 

You’re thinking that good people only suffer when they’ve got 

sin in their lives that has to be dealt with. And you’re the ones 

that go around and tell everybody, “if you’ll get the sin out of 

your life you’ll be alright.” Is that your concept? 

 

You really don’t know what your concept is until you read 

Kushner’s book Why Bad Things Happen to Good People. It’s 

time that we define what suffering is and how it’s used.  

 

This study in the book of Job is absolutely incredible. It will 

blow you away by helping you forge some concepts about how 

you can comfort people. 

 

Sometimes we get wounded more by friendly fire than we do 

from people out in the world because we have explanations for 

why people are suffering. Our favorite is the spiritual Band-

Aid: 
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Romans 8:28 

 

God works all things together for good, to them that love God 

and to those who are the called according to His purpose. 

 

When we are laying on the bed and somebody gives you that 

verse, you realize how shallow that really is. 

 

Somebody said: 

 

“Things aren’t as bad as they seem—they’re worse.” 

 

That’s probably true. Loneliness is the call of the spirit. It 

doesn’t demand answers, it just is. It’s piercing. It’s 

penetrating. It is actually unforgiven. 

 

Erma Bombeck has written lots of humorous books. Her book 

I Want to Grow Hair and I Want to Grow Up and I Want to Go 

to Boise is the story of children who are destined to die a 

premature death because of cancer. She describes these 

children in the falling way: 

 

(I Want To Grow Hair, I Want To Grow Up, I Want To Go to 

Boise by Erma Bombeck) 

 

 They reminded me of candles in the wind who accept the 

possibility that at best they are in danger of being 

extinguished by a gust of wind from nowhere and yet, as they 

flicker and dance to remain alive, their brilliance challenges 
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the darkness and dazzles those … who watch their light. 

p. xv   

 

Who’s Job?  

 

Job is a man who lived way back in the time of the patriarchs. 

You might think Job is way down in the middle of the Bible. 

That’s true. But he lived in the time of the book of Genesis. 

 

He probably lived between 2100 and 1900 B.C. So he lived in 

the times of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the crew in the book of 

Genesis. The reason we know that is he doesn’t mention the 

Law of Moses and he doesn’t mention the nation Israel at all. 

None of those things are mentioned in the book. So it’s a very, 

very early experience that we’re getting ready to look at. 

 

What we’re going to do in this first study is we’re going to 

introduce the man. We’re going to actually have five scenes.  

 

We’re going to have: 

 

Scene #1 on EARTH, 

 

Scene #2 in HEAVEN, 

 

Scene #3 on EARTH, 

 

Scene #4 in HEAVEN, and 

 

Scene #5 back on EARTH. 
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Scene #1—we meet the man. We need to put some flesh on the 

guy. We’re on the earth. We’re going to meet Mr. Job.  

 

Prologue 
 

v. 1 In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name 

was Job. This man was blameless and upright; he 

feared God and shunned evil.  

 

“In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. 

This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and he 

shunned evil.” 

 

Where’s Uz? Some people believe that Uz is near Edom 

because the book of Lamentations has a verse that describes 

Uz as a city in the land of Edom. It could be that it’s down in 

the south because it’s close to the desert. There are others who 

believe that it’s farther north and it’s close to the Arabian 

desert. So pick or choose—he’s either a northerner or a 

southerner. Either way, Job lived in this city. 

 

Now there are some wonderful words that describe him here 

and let’s just zero in on them for a second. There are three 

things that we’re going to learn about Job. You’re going to 

learn about: 

 

1. his CHARACTER, 

 

2. his COMMITMENT and 
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3. his CONDUCT. 

 

First of all, the name Job means “hated” or “persecuted.” He 

certainly is going to live up to his name in the drama that 

unfolds before us in the book. 

 

Let’s talk about his CHARACTER. He’s “blameless and 

upright.”  

 

Now “blameless” doesn’t mean he’s perfect. Some people get 

that idea when you see the word “blameless,” that he’s perfect. 

No “blameless” means that morally speaking he is 

“blameless.” He’s got a clean record. He is a guy who accepts 

responsibility in the personal. He is a moral individual. 

 

“Upright” means he plays that out in life. He is not somebody 

who will sneak behind your back and betray you or speak 

against you. What you see is what you get.  

 

He is “blameless” and he’s “upright” with regard to his 

character. He’s a guy you can trust your checkbook with. He’s 

the kind of guy that you would saddle up with to make a rainy 

day camp. He would be there to be a part and share with you. 

 

Secondly, what about his COMMITMENT? It says “he feared 

God.”  

 

Now to fear God doesn’t mean you’re scared of Him. To fear 

God means you respect His authority and His right to rule. 
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Job did that.  

 

Third, he “shunned evil.” When the time came to make 

decisions that related to compromise and getting into the gray 

area, you could always trust Job—he “shunned evil.” He 

wouldn’t be a man who compromised his convictions.  

 

He’d be like Daniel. “Daniel purposed in his heart that he 

wouldn’t defile himself with the king’s meat.” (see Daniel 1:8) 

 

The king said eat this stuff. Daniel says he has qualms about 

that. That violates his convictions. And so he “purposed in his 

heart” he wouldn’t do that. That’s the kind of man we have. 

 

You might like to have him for a neighbor. Job is a really good 

guy and the very first verse describes him so that we can’t 

make a mistake. He’s a man—if your theology says a guy 

suffers because he’s got sin in his life, you have trouble 

already in verse 1. We don’t have anything on him from the 

perspective of his character, his commitment and his conduct.  

 

Let’s look at his family.  

 

v. 2 He had seven sons and three daughters,  

 

“He had seven sons and three daughters,” 

 

Wow! Big family—before the days of birth control—lots of 

kids. And “seven sons and three daughters”—TEN 

CHILDREN. What a crowd! 
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Look at verse 3. Now we’ve got to say of Job, what’s your 

bottom line? What do you do for a job? What’s your value from 

a human perspective?  

 

We’ve already seen his value from the divine perspective—his 

character, his commitment and his conduct.  

 

He has a big family. The rest of us want to know what you’ve 

done with your life, man. What have you done to serve, to 

make any kind of credibility at all? You’re going to impress us 

with your bottom line.  

 

Let’s look at it—verse 3—here’s the manifest. 

 

v. 3 and he owned seven thousand sheep, three 

thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and 

five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of 

servants. He was the greatest man among all the 

people of the East.  

 

“and he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, 

five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had 

a large number of servants. He was the greatest man among 

all the people of the East.” 

 

There it is right there. That ought to impress you just a little. 

He’s a heavy hitter! He’s one of the big boys! He is a person 

who really has a function.  
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We’ve seen his FEATURES in verse 1, his FAMILY in verse 3 

and his FORTUNE in verse 3. 

 

Why does he have sheep? Well he’s got sheep for clothing and 

food. 

 

Why does he have camels? For milk and transportation. 

 

Why does he have oxen? To plow the soil before the day of 

John Deere. 

 

Why does he have five hundred donkeys? Also for 

transportation. 

 

He has overhead because he has a lot of employees working 

for him. The bottom line is, “He was the greatest man among 

all the people in the East.” 

 

Now you know you can get a little bit closer to a guy when you 

start seeing how his kids relate to each other. That’s another 

way you can tell the quality of a guy by the way he leads in his 

own family.  

 

It was E. V. Hill who said: 

 

“You know if you think you’s a leader and there’s nobody 

following you, you’re just going for a walk.” 

  

 

That’s true. Let’s take a look here and see what kind of leader 
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this guy is in his home. 

 

v. 4 His sons used to take turns holding feasts in their 

homes, and they would invite their three sisters to 

eat and drink with them.  

 

“His sons used to take turns holding feasts in their homes, 

and they would invite their three sisters to eat and drink with 

them.” 

 

When you have twelve people in a family you’re probably 

going to have a birthday about once a month. And when you 

consider all the holidays, they had a lot of parties. When 

families get together for parties you know they’re a good 

family. You know they really enjoy being together. And the 

boys took leadership.  

 

The seven guys would always make the rounds for the 

birthday parties and all the celebrations and have them at 

their homes. So they’re a very close family.  

 

Do you think Job’s a good guy? Look at verse 5, which wraps 

up this first part. 

 

v. 5 When a period of feasting had run its course, Job 

would send and have them purified. Early in the 

morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for 

each of them, thinking, “Perhaps my children have 

sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” This was 

Job’s regular custom.  
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“When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would send 

and have them purified. Early in the morning”—the next 

day—“he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them,”—

ten of them—“thinking, ‘Perhaps my children have sinned and 

cursed God in their hearts.’ This was Job’s regular custom.” 

 

His philosophy was: 

 

 PARTY + PURIFICATION = PROTECTION 

 

“I’ve got to take care of my kids and I’m concerned about their 

spiritual relationship to God. And if in the party they get 

messed up some way, I am going to provide for a purification 

that’s going to provide for their protection.” 

 

So when we look at those first five verses we say, “Wow! What 

a man!”  

 

His FEATURES—we’ve seen his CHARACTER, his 

COMMITMENT and his CONDUCT. 

 

His FAMILY—he has ten kids. 

 

His FORTUNE—we’ve seen it. 

 

And his FATHERHOOD—he takes care of his kids. 

 

Scene 2—let’s go to HEAVEN.  
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Job’s First Test 

 

v. 6 One day the angels came to present themselves 

before the Lord, and Satan also came with them.  

 

“One day the angels came to present themselves before the 

Lord, and Satan also came with them.” 

 

Now if you have a problem with that you’re going to have a 

problem when you get to heaven because Revelation chapter 4 

describes myriads and myriads of angels around the Throne. 

 

The word literally means “stationed.” Angels are ministering 

spirits. It’s going to blow us away when we get to heaven to 

realize how many times angels protected us as His children. 

They took care of us and were there to minister and we didn’t 

even know it. They were there on the special occasions as 

ministers of mercy from the Father. 

 

The angels are stationing themselves, but there is a visitor in 

the crowd that once was one of them. But because of his pride 

and arrogance he fell out and started the whole mess that 

brought sin upon the human race. Satan is there on this 

occasion and we get a chance to look in and see something 

that nobody else gets to see in the rest of the story. 

 

v. 7 The Lord said to Satan, “Where have you come 

from?” Satan answered the Lord, “From roaming 

through the earth and going back and forth in it.”  
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“The Lord said to Satan, ‘Where have you come from?’ Satan 

answered the Lord, ‘From roaming through the earth and 

going back and forth on it.”’ 

 

Does he have a right to do that? This world is his domain. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:4 

 

in whom the god of this world has blinded the minds of them 

that believe not… 

 

You might be a victim of his blindness. Maybe you’ve never 

come to a personal relationship with Jesus Christ because 

you’ve never had time and Satan’s has kept you so busy you’ve 

never really sat down and decided about your own eternal 

destiny.  

 

But here he is! He’s got access. He is the god of this world. 

That’s why it’s such a mess down here. 

 

“The Lord said to Satan, ‘Where have you come from?’” 

 

“I’ve been roaming to and fro through all the earth.” 

 

He stands there and in his arrogance actually says, “This is 

what I’ve been doing.” 

 

What does Satan do as far as the world is concerned?  

 

This is the way Ken Gire describes in one of his book what 
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Satan is about: 

 

(Incredible Moments with the Savior by Ken Gire) 

 

 His life has been picked clean of anything of value, and he 

stands looking like some decrepit building—vacant, 

vandalized, and slated for demolition.  

 Around every corner lurks the potential for destruction. A 

cruel spirit lies in wait for him like a bully waiting to pounce 

on a kid coming home from school. It sneaks up on the boy, 

jumps him from behind, and mashes his face into the dirt—all 

the while, delighting in the tyranny. 

 This is our adversary, the Devil. This is who he is. In all 

his cowardice and cruelty. This is his way—to push, to shove, 

to brutalize. 

p. 76   

 

That’s the picture of ugliness that presents the society we’re 

living in. That’s the ugliness, the violence, the junk that we all 

are so repulsed by. It’s like we’re now living in foreign 

territory and we better quit fighting each other and start 

enjoying each other or we’re going to get nailed to the wall. It’s 

time to let our light shine and become more concerned about 

evangelism and sharing with others the good news that Jesus 

Christ makes a difference. 

 

v. 8 Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered 

my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; 

he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God 

and shuns evil.”  
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“Then the Lord said to Satan, ‘Have you considered my 

servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless 

and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.”’ 

 

If the Lord was looking down from heaven and talking to 

Satan right now, what would He say? “Have you considered 

My servant _____________?” Put your name there. 

 

What do you think the next statement would be?  

 

The Lord loves to show off His kids! And not just their 

pictures. It delights His heart to talk about us while we’re 

living down here, and He’s fully aware of what’s going on in 

our lives!  

 

You say I don’t believe that. You better believe it. 

 

Zephaniah 3:17 

 

The Lord your God is with you, 

he is might to save. 

He will take great delight in you, 

he will quiet you with is love, 

he will rejoice over you with singing. 

 

When you woke up this morning was He singing? Did He say 

good morning? Did you say good morning? Did you take time 

with Him? 
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That’s love. That’s the excitement and the thrill! The Father is 

really proud of us and we’re pleasing Him with an obedient 

heart and we’re desirous to do His will and make that most 

important in our lives. 

 

“Have you looked at my servant Job?” 

 

Do you think He said that about anybody else? He probably 

said, “Have you noticed Enoch down there? He walked with 

Me one day and it was a long walk to the house and I just took 

him home. It was so good.” 

 

“Have you considered Moses down there? He’s the only guy 

that I ever talked with face-to-face.” 

 

“Have you considered my servant Noah down there? He’s 

building a boat in his driveway. Incredible person. He believes 

Me.” 

 

“Have you considered my servant David? He’s a man after My 

heart. Oh sure he blew it but he always knew where to go and 

He sought My forgiveness and My grace.” 

 

How about Joseph? How about Daniel? How about some of the 

other stars of the story who got their priorities straight?  

 

Paul says of Timothy: 

 

Philippians 2:20-23 
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I don’t have anybody like him who is as genuinely interested 

and concerned about the things concerning you. Everybody’s 

concerned about their own things and not the things of Jesus 

Christ… 

 

The Lord says, “Hey! Have you considered Job?” 

 

Look at Satan’s response. 

 

v. 9 “Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied.  

 

‘“Does Job fear God for nothing?’ Satan replied.” 

 

v. 10 “Have you not put a hedge around him and his 

household and everything he has? You have blessed 

the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds 

are spread throughout the land.  

 

‘“Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and 

everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so 

that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land.” 

 

The answer to that first question is “Yes! Yes!” God does put a 

hedge around His children and God does bless the household 

that puts Him first. Yes God does that. And yes God blesses 

“the work of his hands” and “his flocks and herds are spread 

throughout the land.” 

 

God does those things. The Lord put a wall of protection 

around his person, his progeny and his possessions. And God 
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does that for each of us when we honor Him.  

 

Where do we get that? 

 

Psalm 34:7 

 

The angel of the Lord encamps around those that fear him, 

and he delivers them. 

 

He protects—He provides. 

 

That’s the problem that we’re going to face when these three 

nerds who are his close friends start trying to explain what 

happens to him in the next exciting episode. When you have a 

good guy like this and something bad happens to him, there 

goes that old theology of God is always obligated to bless our 

socks off when we’re doing good and we suffer when we’re 

doing bad. 

 

That’s Satanic theology and there it is right on the page. We’re 

living in a day when “Praise the Lord” has been changed to 

“Pass the loot and pay the lady.”  

 

God is not in the business of giving us a blank check the 

minute we become a Christian. One so that you can have 

whatever you selfishly want and that you will be healthy, 

wealthy and wise until the day of your grave. 

 

You are going to need to examine the text with those precepts, 

because that is a fallacious teaching with regard to suffering 
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and hurting humanity.  

 

v. 11 But stretch out your hand and strike everything 

he has, and he will surely curse you to your face.”  

 

“But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and 

he will surely curse you to your face.”’ 

 

Satan says, “I want you to do three things”: 

 

1. “stretch out your hands,” 

 

2. “strike everything he has,” 

 

3. “he will curse you to your face.” 

 

That’s the bottom line. He wants Job to curse God to His face 

and then he’s won the victory. 

 

v. 12 The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, then, 

everything he has is in your hands, but on the man 

himself do not lay a finger.” Then Satan went out 

from the presence of the Lord.  

 

“The Lord said, ‘Very well, everything he has is in your hands, 

but on the man himself don’t lay a finger.’ Then Satan went 

out from the presence of the Lord.” 

 

What’s so good about that? The very fact that he has to ask 

permission and there is sovereign restraint upon what he can 
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do.  

 

You can touch his progeny, you can touch his possessions, but 

you keep your grubby fingers off of his person! You can’t touch 

him! No way. Just go this far and no farther. 

 

Does that really happen? In Luke 22:31, 32, just before Simon 

Peter blew it and denied Christ three times, do you remember 

what the Lord said? 

 

Luke 22:31, 32 

 

Simon, Simon, behold, Satan desires to have you that he may 

sift you like wheat; I prayed for you, that when you have 

recovered you may strengthen your brethren.  

 

He walks out of there and denies the Lord three times. The 

third time he’s cursing—out of his mouth comes this old 

vocabulary inspired by Satan himself and causes Peter to fail. 

 

Yes! Those things do still happen. 

 

Scene 1—EARTH. 

 

Scene 2—HEAVEN. 

 

Scene 3—go back to EARTH. 
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v. 13 One day when Job’s sons and daughters were 

feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s 

house,  

 

“One day”—four losses—“One day.” This happens in 24 hours.  

 

We need to get the full impact of what’s getting ready to 

happen to this wonderful guy that you’ve just met—this 

wonderful family man, this wonderful guy who fears God. 

Watch it. It all happens in one day—four losses. This is just 

going to get you. 

 

“One day when Job’s sons and daughters were feasting and 

drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house,” 

 

They’re having a birthday party. 

 

v. 14 a messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were 

plowing and the donkeys were grazing nearby,  

 

“a messenger came to Job and he said, ‘The oxen were plowing 

and the donkeys were grazing nearby,” 

 

v. 15 and the Sabeans attacked and carried them off. 

They put the servants to the sword, and I am the 

only one who has escaped to tell you!”  

 

“and the Sabeans attacked and carried them off. They put the 

servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped 

to tell you!”’ 
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Loss #1—“the Sabeans attack”—they lost a 1,000 head of oxen 

and 500 donkeys and most of the employees died with the 

exception of one. 

 

v. 16 While he was still speaking, another messenger 

came and said, “The fire of God fell from the sky 

and burned up the sheep and the servants, and I am 

the only one who has escaped to tell you!”  

 

“While he was still speaking, another messenger came and 

said, ‘The fire of God fell from the sky and burned up all the 

sheep and the servants, and I am the only one who has 

escaped to tell you!”’ 

 

Loss #2—Lightning struck and it hit the sheep grazing in the 

pasture. And in the fury of that lightning, as it struck, 7,000 

sheep died and all the employees with the exception of one. 

 

v. 17 While he was still speaking, another messenger 

came and said, “The Chaldeans formed three 

raiding parties and swept down on your camels and 

carried them off. They put the servants to the 

sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to 

tell you!”  

 

“While he was still speaking, another messenger came and 

said, ‘The Chaldeans formed three raiding parties, they swept 

down on your camels, they carried them off. They put the 

servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped 
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to tell you!”’ 

 

Loss #3—the theft of 3,000 camels and the death of all of his 

employees, with the exception of one. 

 

v. 18 While he was still speaking, yet another 

messenger came and said, “Your sons and 

daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the 

oldest brother’s house,  

 

“While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and 

said, ‘Your sons and daughters were feasting and drinking 

wine at the oldest brother’s house,” 

 

v. 19 when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the 

desert and struck the four corners of the house. It 

collapsed on them and they are dead, and I am the 

only one who has escaped to tell you!”  

 

“when suddenly a tornado wind swept in from the desert and 

struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on them and 

they are dead, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell 

you!”’ 

 

Four losses!  

 

Loss #4—seven sons and three daughters. 

 

Let’s survey the damage for a second: 
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We’ve lost 10 kids.  

 

We’ve lost: 

 

7,000 sheep, 

 

3,000 camels, 

 

500 yoke (or a thousand) oxen, 

 

500 donkeys, 

 

plus all of his employees except for 4. 

 

Ever notice when a tornado hits an area, when you see it on 

TV it’s just like you’re right there? You always focus in on 

people who’ve had the loss and you see tears coming down 

their cheeks because their homes have been blown away.  

 

Can you imagine in your wildest imagination, Mr. and Mrs. 

Job walking through the rubble of their home trying to find 

the 10 bodies of their children? Just the thought as they begin 

to prepare 10 funerals and the networks are interviewing 

them. How do you think Job, this righteous man, is going to 

respond to it? 

 

Ray Stedman said years ago somebody wrote a parody to the 

doxology: 

 

Blame God from whom all cyclones blow,  
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Blame Him all creatures here below. 

Blame Him who knocks down church and steeple 

Who sends the floods and drowns the people. 

  

 

That’s the way a lot of people think. That’s the way a lot of 

people feel. God always takes a bum rap for the whole deal. 

 

A dear lady in Barbara Johnson’s book Put Your Gloomies in a 

Box and Sit on the Lid and Laugh! described it: 

 

(Pack Up Your Gloomies in a Great Big Box, then Sit on the 

Lid and Laugh! by Barbara Johnson) 

 

 November: I had a segmented mastectomy, chemotherapy 

for six months, 25 radiation treatments. 

 March: Youngest daughter divorced. 

 June: Oldest daughter divorced. 

July: Broken ankle—therapy for two months. 

 October: Third daughter divorced. 

 February: Next-to-oldest girl divorced after 15 years—

husband walked out for a 21-year-old. 

pp. 77-78   

 

In six months a pastor’s wife went through those things. Who 

are we to say that that dear lady had sin in her life? And yet 

that’s the limit of the theology that you’re going to see from 

these three nerds that we’re going to see in our next study, 

when they try to explain why Job has gone through what he’s 

just gone through. 
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How’s Job respond? Look at verse 20. We want to get the 

response to this. 

 

At this, Job got up and cursed God and died—is that what it 

says? 

 

v. 20 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved 

his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship 

 

“At this, Job got up, he tore his robe, he shaved his head. And 

he fell to the ground to worship” 

 

He did THREE THINGS: 

 

1. He “tore his robe”—when you tore your clothes in the East 

it was a manifestation of shock and horror about what had 

happened. You reach out in emotion to tear your very clothing. 

Some think of it as an act of repentance and brokenness. He’s 

totally devastated. 

 

2. He “shaves his head”—as a sign that he’s lost all of his 

glory. Everything he has acquired is gone and was of any 

value. 

 

3. He falls on his face and he begins to “worship.” 

 

Look what he says. 
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v. 21 and said: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 

and naked I will depart. The Lord gave and the 

Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be 

praised.”  

 

“and said: ‘Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I 

will depart.”—I came streaking in and I’m streaking out—

“The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name 

of the Lord be praised.”’ 

 

“The Lord gave it in the first place and if the Lord wants to 

take it away, that’s alright. It’s His! May His name be 

praised.”  

 

He didn’t lose his confidence in God. 

 

C.S. Lewis said, when somebody asked, “Why do the righteous 

suffer?”: 

 

“Why not? They’re the only ones that can handle it.” 

 

Job is a man of incredible courage. In the face of all of this he 

worships the Lord. It’s a fantastic testimony and witness for 

the glory of God! 

 

v. 22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with 

wrongdoing.  

 

“In all this,”—verse 22 is a critical verse—“Job did not sin by 

charging God with wrongdoing.” 
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“In all this”—four losses—“[he] did not”—WHAT?—“sin.” 

 

Have you ever stopped to think that maybe your bitterness 

and resentment toward God is the sin that’s keeping you from 

fellowship and intimacy with God? That you’re bitter and 

resentful of the fact that God rained on your parade and 

brought something into your life that was inconsistent with 

what you thought was good? After that you’re mad at God and 

you wonder why God isn’t close to you. You know God can’t 

hear you as long as there’s sin in your life. And as long as 

you’ve got that bitterness and resentment in your heart and 

you’re charging God with wrongdoing, you’re living in sin. 

 

“In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with [any kind of] 

wrongdoing.” 

 

Scene #4—back to HEAVEN.  

 

Job’s Second Test 
 

2:v. 1 On another day the angels came to present 

themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came 

with them to present himself before him.  

 

“On another day”— we don’t know how long it was from the 

one day to the next day. There had to be time for the funerals, 

time for grieving, all of these things, but:  

 

“On another day”—scene 4—“the angels came to present 
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themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came with them to 

present himself before him.” 

 

There they are stationed again—same song, second verse. It’s 

almost like scene #2 we had before. Many of these things are 

going to be just exactly the same. 

 

v. 2 And the Lord said to Satan, “Where have you come 

from?” Satan answered the Lord, “From roaming 

through the earth and going back and forth in it.”  

 

“And the Lord said to Satan, ‘Where have you come from?’ 

Satan answered the Lord, ‘From roaming through the earth 

and going back and forth in it.”’ 

 

That’s just exactly the same. 

 

v. 3 Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered 

my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; 

he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God 

and shuns evil. And he still maintains his integrity, 

though you incited me against him to ruin him 

without any reason.”  

 

“Then the Lord said to Satan,  ‘Have you considered my 

servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless 

and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil. And he still 

maintains his integrity,” 
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You can say sometimes that you’re going through a rough 

time, but when you maintain your integrity, you bless the 

heart of God and it gets credibility in heaven! When you hang 

in there when everybody else is going their way and you stand 

faithfully for Him and you maintain your integrity, that 

delights the heart of God!  

 

We have a new credential now because of what Job’s been 

through. He’s not just a man who has good character, good 

commitment and good conduct. He is a man of integrity. He 

maintains his integrity. 

 

“though you incited me against him to ruin him without any 

reason.”’ 

 

What is Satan’s response to the fact that he didn’t accomplish 

his purpose in cursing God? 

 

v. 4 “Skin for skin!” Satan replied. “A man will give all 

he has for his own life.  

 

‘“Skin for skin!’ Satan replied. ‘A man will give all he has for 

his own life.” 

 

“Yeah, you’re a responsible God! You let me touch his 

possessions and You let me touch his progeny, but You didn’t 

let me touch his person. You let me get my fingers on his 

person, You let me put him in a bed of sickness and he’ll curse 

You to His face.” That’s what he’s saying. 
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v. 5 But stretch out your hand and strike his flesh and 

bones, and he will surely curse you to your face.”  

 

“But stretch out your hand and strike his flesh and bones, and 

he will curse you to your face.”’ 

 

v. 6 The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, then, he is in 

your hands; but you must spare his life.”  

 

“The Lord said to Satan,  ‘Very well, then, he is in your hands; 

but you must spare his life.”’ 

 

You can’t put him in the grave! You can touch his person, but 

you don’t take his life. 

 

Final scene—scene 5—back to EARTH for the close. 

 

v. 7 So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord 

and afflicted Job with painful sores from the soles 

of his feet to the top of his head.  

 

“So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord and he 

afflicted Job with painful sores from the soles of his feet to the 

top of his head.” 

 

We don’t know what these are. We don’t know whether they 

were ulcerated sores or whether there was something else that 

was here. Obviously he itched a lot because the next verse 

says: 
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v. 8 Then Job took a piece of broken pottery and 

scraped himself with it as he sat among the ashes.  

 

“Then Job took a piece of pottery and he scraped himself with 

it and he sat among the ashes.” 

 

Now sitting “among the ashes” is only that there is therapy in 

the ashes. It’s most likely like talcum powder. He is seeking 

some kind of dermatological relief for the suffering he’s going 

through by what he’s doing in scratching himself with 

something that will give him some relief. 

 

Do you know what Job’s doing? Job has lost all of his family, 

all of his possessions, and all of these things that have 

happened with his children—his progeny and his possessions. 

But do you know what he’s saying right now?  

 

Job is sitting there and he’s saying, “I still have my little bride 

that gave birth to my ten kids and no matter how bad it gets, I 

can still always find comfort in her presence.” 

 

Some ladies don’t realize how some men have a rough time 

when we’re out there and we just come home for some refuge, 

for some comfort and some encouragement and some support. 

And we need to lean heavy on you. Men can be macho and 

tough when they’re out there wrestling and getting beat up in 

the field to try to make a living. But when they come home, it 

sure does help to always have somebody we can lean on. 

Somebody we can talk to, somebody who understands and who 

means a lot to us and walks with us through it. 
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v. 9 His wife said to him, “Are you still holding on to 

your integrity? Curse God and die!”  

 

“His wife said to him, ‘Are you still holding on to your 

integrity? Curse God and die!”’ 

 

When we read that, tears fill our eyes and we began to think 

of Jesus hanging on the Cross and when He said: “Eli, Eli, 

Lama Sabachthani! My God, My God, why have You forsaken 

Me?” (ref. Matthew 27:46) 

 

When He became sin for us, the Father turned His back on 

God the Son. 

 

Notice that even wives can speak the message of Satan. The 

very thing that God commends him for, she puts her finger on. 

 

“Job, are you still maintaining your integrity?!” And then 

right out of her lips come the very word that Satan wants her 

to say: “Curse God and die!” 

 

“Check it in! Quit! You’re done! You’re finished! It’s all over! 

There’s no use trying to hang on any longer and to maintain 

your integrity.” 

 

Now how do you handle that?  
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v. 10 He replied, “You are talking like a foolish woman. 

Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?” 

In all this, Job did not sin in what he said.  

 

“He replied, ‘You are talking like a [NABAL, fool] foolish 

woman. Should we accept good from God, and not trouble?’ In 

all this, Job did not sin in what he said.” 

 

William Barclay says: 

 

(Don’t Let Jerks Get the Best of You by Paul Meier) 

 

The lesson of life is that somehow we have been enabled to 

bear the unbearable and to do the undoable and to pass the 

breaking-point and not to break. The lesson of life is that 

worry is unnecessary. 

p. 235   

 

There are times when you have to take the bit in your mouth 

and keep going. And no matter what happens, you have to 

keep going.  

 

(How to Talk So People Will Listen by Steve Brown) 

 

…Norm Evans told…once about a novice lineman on a college 

football team who went to his coach and said, “Coach, the 

opposing lineman keeps pulling my helmet down over my 

eyes. What should I do?” 

 The coach’s answer was simple, direct, and [very] classic: 

“Don’t let him do it!” 
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p. 44  

 

That’s what we’ve got to do in life! 

 

One dear suffering saint said: 

 

(Five Cries of Grief by Merton P. Strommen & A. Irene 

Strommen) 

 

“I have come to realize that I understand God less [and less] 

but I trust him more [and more].” 

p. 76 

 

We have ten lessons: 

 

Lesson #1: Job was a man who in character was blameless and 

upright. In commitment he feared God and in conduct he 

shunned evil. 

 

Lesson #2: Job was a good parent in caring for the spiritual 

needs of his family. 

 

Lesson #3: Satan is limited by God’s sovereign restraint. 

 

Lesson #4: When the Lord talks about you, what do you think 

He is saying? 

 

Lesson #5: The Lord does put a hedge around His children and 

blesses the work of their hands. 
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Lesson #6: The loss of his possessions and progeny all took 

place in one day. 

 

Lesson #7: When the storm had passed, Job tore his robe, 

shaved his head, and worshiped the Lord. 

 

Lesson #8: Suffering reveals the motivation of our sacrifices 

and service. 

 

Lesson #9: Maintaining our integrity in the midst of the 

suffering delights the heart of God. 

 

Lesson #10: The hardest trial for Job was probably the 

response of his wife. 

 

There was a song that Elvis Presley sang that he should have 

lived by and acted upon called “Reach Out to Jesus”: 

 

(Joy in the Journey by Guy Rice Doud) 

 

Is your burden heavy, as you bear it all alone? 

Does the road you travel harbor danger yet unknown? 

Are you growing weary in the struggle of it all? 

Jesus will help you when on his name you call. 

 

He is always there, hearing every prayer, 

Faithful and true; 

Walking by our side, in His love we hide 

All the day through. 
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When you get discouraged just remember what to do— 

Reach out to Jesus, He’s reaching out to you. 

p. 17 

 

Jesus waits. He’s at the door knocking. He wants to come into 

your life and make a difference. 

 

As a believer this story will help us understand what God 

might be doing in our lives with the suffering and adversity 

we might face:  

 

(How to Talk So People Will Listen by Steve Brown) 

 

 I am told that the female of a certain species of bird will 

start taking the nest apart when she can’t get one of her 

children to fly. The mother knows that the small bird can fly, 

but the small bird doesn’t know it. So, very slowly she starts 

taking the nest away, stick by stick, leaf by leaf. 

 I suspect that the small bird becomes quite disturbed with 

the bad circumstance. “MOTHER!!! What are you doing? Don’t 

you care that I’m going to die? What kind of mother bird are 

you?” 

 And then, much to the surprise of the baby bird, he or she 

begins to flap those tiny wings and discovers the joy of flight. 

“Hey Mom!!! Look at me. I’m flying!” 

 God often puts us in circumstances where He wants to 

teach us to fly. 

p. 43 

 

Father, we know that they that wait upon the Lord shall 

C
opyright ©

 2022 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



37 

 

renew their strength. They shall mount up with wings as 

eagles. They shall run and not be weary. They shall walk and 

not faint. Father, there are a lot of questions when it comes to 

suffering and many of them we’re not going to get answered 

down here because we see through a glass darkly, but then 

face to face. We know in part but then we’re going to know 

even as we’re known. We’re going to leave it to You to unroll 

the canvas and show all the reasons why. And as we walk 

through these chapters, please help us to catch a little glimpse 

of Your love and grace and Your purpose and plan. That we 

might be the kind of kids that You love to show off and that 

You’re proud of. Thank You that You look down on each heart 

and You know where we stand in relationship to You. If there 

are those who know You not, may this be the time they come 

to know Jesus Christ as Savior. We would rejoice in that and 

we leave that in Your hands. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of JOB 

 

Persevere and Press On 

 

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering” 

 

Study Number One – Job 1:1-2:10  

            NOTES 
Prologue 

v. 1 In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This 

man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil.  

v. 2 He had seven sons and three daughters,  

v. 3 and he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, 

five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had a 

large number of servants. He was the greatest man among all the 

people of the East.  

v. 4 His sons used to take turns holding feasts in their homes, and 

they would invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them.  

v. 5 When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would send 

and have them purified. Early in the morning he would sacrifice a 

burnt offering for each of them, thinking, “Perhaps my children 

have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” This was Job’s 

regular custom.  

 

Job’s First Test 

v. 6 One day the angels came to present themselves before the 

Lord, and Satan also came with them.  

v. 7 The Lord said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan 

answered the Lord, “From roaming through the earth and going 

back and forth in it.”  

v. 8 Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant 

Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and 

upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.”  

v. 9 “Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. 

v. 10 “Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and 

everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that 

his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land.  
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            NOTES 
v. 11 But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and 

he will surely curse you to your face.”  

v. 12 The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is 

in your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a finger.” Then 

Satan went out from the presence of the Lord.  

v. 13 One day when Job’s sons and daughters were feasting and 

drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house, 

v. 14 a messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing 

and the donkeys were grazing nearby,  

v. 15 and the Sabeans attacked and carried them off. They put the 

servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to 

tell you!”  

v. 16 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and 

said, “The fire of God fell from the sky and burned up the sheep 

and the servants, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell 

you!”  

v. 17 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and 

said, “The Chaldeans formed three raiding parties and swept down 

on your camels and carried them off. They put the servants to the 

sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!”  

v. 18 While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and 

said, “Your sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at 

the oldest brother’s house, 

v. 19 when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the desert and 

struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on them and they 

are dead, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!”  

v. 20 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. 

Then he fell to the ground in worship 

v. 21 and said: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked 

I will depart. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the 

name of the Lord be praised.”  

v. 22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. 

 

Job’s Second Test 

2:v. 1 On another day the angels came to present themselves 

before the Lord, and Satan also came with them to present himself 

before him.  

v. 2 And the Lord said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” 

Satan answered the Lord, “From roaming through the earth and 

going back and forth in it.”  
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            NOTES 
v. 3 Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant 

Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and 

upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil. And he still 

maintains his integrity, though you incited me against him to ruin 

him without any reason.”  

v. 4 “Skin for skin!” Satan replied. “A man will give all he has for 

his own life.  

v. 5 But stretch out your hand and strike his flesh and bones, and 

he will surely curse you to your face.”  

v. 6 The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, then, he is in your hands; 

but you must spare his life.”  

v. 7 So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord and afflicted 

Job with painful sores from the soles of his feet to the top of his 

head. 

v. 8 Then Job took a piece of broken pottery and scraped himself 

with it as he sat among the ashes.  

v. 9 His wife said to him, “Are you still holding on to your 

integrity? Curse God and die!”  

v. 10 He replied, “You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we 

accept good from God, and not trouble?” In all this, Job did not sin 

in what he said. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Job 1:1-2:10 and in your own words pull out the main 

thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. How is Job described for us in chapter 1:1-3? 
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3. Describe what Satan says about the Lord’s relationship to 

Job, according to verse 10. 

 

 

 

 

4. What restraint does the Lord put upon Satan, according  

to verse 12? 

 

 

 

 

5. Outline the series of tragedies that hit Job in verses 13-19. 

 

 

 

 

6. How did Job respond to this series of tragedies, according  

to verses 20-22? 

 

 

 

 

7. What restraint did the Lord put on Satan, according to 

chapter 2:6? 
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8. How does Job’s wife respond to all the tragedies in Job’s  

life, according to verse 9? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: Job was a man who in character was blameless 

and upright. In commitment he feared God and in conduct 

he shunned evil. 

 

LESSON #2: Job was a good parent in caring for the spiritual 

needs of his family. 
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LESSON #3: Satan is limited by God’s sovereign restraint. 

 

LESSON #4: When the Lord talks about you, what do you 

think He is saying? 

 

LESSON #5: The Lord does put a hedge about His children 

and blesses the work of their hands. 

 

LESSON #6: The loss of his possessions and progeny all took 

place in one day. 

 

LESSON #7: When the storm had passed, Job tore his robe, 

shaved his head, and worshiped the Lord. 

 

LESSON #8: Suffering reveals the motivation of our sacrifices 

and service. 

 

LESSON #9: Maintaining our integrity in the midst of the 

suffering delights the heart of God. 

 

LESSON #10: The hardest trial for Job was probably the 

response of his wife. 
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