A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Two — Job 2:11-3:26

I'm sure if you asked Job which days were the roughest as a
result of what he went through, he’d say all of them. In the
last study of Job we saw in one day a flurry of four horrible
losses.

He lost his SHEEP, his CAMELS, his DONKIES and his
OXEN—poor guy. That wasn’t the greatest loss of all was 1t?

He lost most of his employees and in that last tornado that

swept through it wiped the house out and all ten kids were
killed.

Job and his wife survived those circumstances and began to
put things back together again and then came the horrible
affliction, the terrible disease. The last time we saw Job he
was trying to find relief from ashes while he was scraping
himself with broken pieces of pottery.

While he was doing that he had one thing that he could say,
and that was, “Through this all I still have my wife who has
given birth to my ten kids.” It was just like there’s one last
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thread, one thing you can hang onto in adversity and that is to
still have your mate. And then she became a voice box for
Satan himself when she said, “Are you holding to your
integrity? Why don’t you curse God and die?”

That was the “Eli, Eli, Lama Sabachthani! My God, My God,
why have You forsaken Me?”

But twice in the text last study we saw a phrase which said,
“Job never sinned by accusing God of wrongdoing.”

Let’s start with some observations from two or three men on
the subject of suffering before we dig into the text.

First of all, Barbara Johnson says on tribulation:

(Pack Up Your Gloomies in a Great Big Box, then Sit on the
Lid and Laugh! by Barbara Johnson)

... TRIBULATION, an English word taken from the Latin
word tribulum, [it’s] “a tool used to thresh grain.” Tribulation
doesn’t refer to having just one blow come upon you. The
thought behind tribulation is that you have had one blow right
after another. While you’re going through these heavy blows,
you may look at others who are enjoying a comforting
relationship with the Lord and be tempted to tell them:

PLEASE SPARE ME THE GHASTLY DETAILS OF
YOUR HAPPINESS!



When people around us are rejoicing and praising God
while we are struggling through deep mire and flood waters,
we begin to wonder if something is the matter with us. We
begin to feel like second-class Christians. And then the final
straw comes if these people who are being blessed and who
don’t face the problems we do are quick to give us the glib
answers: “Just praise the Lord...You are just not praising the
Lord enough...What you need to do 1s take your stand...Just
praise the Lord!”

When the flood waters of the cesspool have come up to
your very soul, you don’t need challenges; you need
COMFORT. You need a friend to come alongside and say, “I
am hurting with you...I am standing with you...I am weeping
with you. I am undergirding you as best I can. Link your
shield of faith with mine and somehow we will make it
together.”

p. 13

When you’re hurting oftentimes the greatest difficulty comes
from Christian friends. Many times we're hurt more by
friendly fire than we are fire from the enemy. That’s just
amazing. People can come up to you when your world’s falling
apart and say, “God 1s working in your life. Isn’t it great!”
Yeah, it really 1s. I'm terribly excited.

Peter Kreeft 1s a Catholic theologian from Boston University.
He says these things that are valid to set the stage for our
text:

(Making Sense out of Suffering by Peter Kreeft)
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Remember St. Teresa’s bold saying that from heaven the most
miserable earthly life will look like one bad night in an

1nconvenient hotel!
p. 245

When you really boil it down, that’s really what suffering
looks like.

(Making Sense out of Suffering by Peter Kreeft)

Here is how Fiat, “thy will be done,” transforms suffering:
To die to self and what self wants is the essence of suffering. If
I want x and I get y instead, I suffer, both because I do not get.
x, which I want, and also because I get y, which I do not want.
But if I want only God’s will, I do not suffer, because I always
get God’s will. We suffer to the extent that we are out of line
with reality, ultimate reality, God’s will.

p. 260

In essence we're saying we suffer twice. I want x and I got y.
Now I suffer because I got y and I didn’t get x. And he’s saying
when you want God’s will and you settle that issue forever in
your mind then it takes on a whole different point of view.

(Making Sense out of Suffering by Peter Kreeft)

I believe all suffering is at least potential good, an opportunity

for good. It’s up to our free choice to actualize that

potentiality. Not all of us benefit from suffering, learn from it,
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because that’s up to us, up to [our] free will. Two prisoners in
the same concentration camp with the same sufferings turn
out very differently, just as two 1identical twins often turn out
very differently, because of free will.

p. 282

One of the greatest illustrations, especially that men can
really relate to, 1s Dave Dravecky’s story. He wrote the book
Comeback which 1s a description of coming back to pitch in
baseball. He then wrote a book with Ken Gire that’s called
When You Can’t Come Back. Listen to how he speaks to the
1ssue of struggling and suffering:

(When You Can’t Come Back by Dave & Jan Dravecky with
Ken Gire)

We struggled daily in that wilderness to get our bearings.
That’s not an easy thing to do when you’re surrounded with
empty horizons, deceptive mirages, and shifting sand.

As we stumbled our way through this trackless desert we
encountered plenty of people who pointed out directions. The
only problem was that we had people pointing in so many
directions, we didn’t know which way was up. Proverbs says
that “in an abundance of counselors there 1s victory.” There
can also be confusion. Anyway, confusion is what we
experienced with some of the counselors that came offering
[their] advice.

We had a few days before we had to go to New York for
my surgery, [which was the amputation of his arm] so I took
the time to read through some of the mail. The majority of

5



mail I have received has been positive and encouraging. But a
few of the letters were unsettling. They came from sincere
people, I'm sure, people like the man below who just wanted te

help:

Dear Dave,

I'm writing to you in hope that you’ll receive the Word of
God in faith and receive your total healing. I should have
wrote you a year ago but I felt you knew the Word of Faith.
Then I heard you on James Dobson and realized you were
going to lose your healing by what you were saying....

Dave, you could be still pitching if you don’t reject this
teaching and you act immediately...

A lot of religious teachers condemn this message but praise
God 1t works every time, because it’s God’s living Word...

The Bible says ye were healed by Jesus’ stripes. “Were” 1s
past tense so 1t’s already done! Jesus bore our sicknesses and
diseases for us, the Bible says. Jesus healed everyone who
asked 1t of Him while He was on earth. God’s will for us is
health every time...

He loves us all and He will heal any believer who has faith
in what He’s provided for us in His Word.

The letter quoted several Bible verses and pointed me in a
direction that would lead out of the wilderness and into a
promised land brimming over with health, wealth, and
prosperity.

At [that] point in my life, getting a letter like that would
have made me angry. I didn’t get that way, but I did feel that
the person was trespassing on private property. From
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spending so much time in hospitals, I've learned that when we
walk through someone’s door who is suffering, we have to
respect the sanctity of that room. When we cross that
threshold, we should be careful not to violate that person’s
life. Something sacred happens when a person is suffering.
There i1s a turning to God, [a] turning to him for assurance, for

answers, [and] for comfort.
pp. 69-70

What struck me is that this guy had so many answers for my
life, and he didn’t even know me. He was a complete stranger,
yet he was confident he had a road map from God for my life.
p. 71

What’s wrong with that? If you have enough faith, if you claini
1t, 1it’s yours. The other concept of suffering is, if you're really
good and you are righteous, then suffering’s not going to come
your way.

How were we introduced to Job in our last study? He’s an
incredible individual. His character—he’s blameless, he’s
upright. His commitment—he feared God. And as far as his
conduct was concerned—he shunned evil. He was a good guy.

Jay Carty, who played in the NBA, wrote a book called
Playing with Fire: Don’t Nice People Really Go to Hell? He

says this:

(Playing with Fire: Do Nice People Really Go to Hell? by Jay
Carty)




Name two Old Testament characters who never had to
die. If you said Enoch and Elijah, you have been raised in
Sunday school. Well, if you think you’re so smart, try this
question. Who were the three most righteous Old Testament
saints? I've had only one person ever answer this one
correctly. Do you know? Go ahead, take a guess.

Did you say Abraham? No, he slept with Hagar.

Moses? Naah! He killed an Egyptian.

David? Are you kidding? He committed rape, adultery,
and murder.

How about Myshack, Yourshack, and Abungalo? Nope!
None of those guys.

The three righteous Old Testament saints are found in
Ezekiel 14:14: Noah, Daniel, and Job. It surprised me, too. But
as good as they were, did those three guys have to die?

Sure they did. They died just like everybody else. Only
Enoch and Elijjah escaped death.

p. 26

Job 1s one of the top three! He is an incredible person. We left
him sitting on the ash heap all by himself with a wife who
tells him to curse God and die when we closed our last
episode.

Here’s Job sitting in the Niagara of his agony and his anguish,
having lost:

his POSSESSIONS,



his PROGENY, and
he’s been afflicted PHYSICALLY.

Now he gets a visit from the THREE NERDS. You can call
them the THREE STOOGES if you want to. They really are
his three friends. When you see them at first it looks good.
Maybe they were business associates, but what we’ve got here
1s some folks that are coming because they care.

One of the things you learn in suffering—probably the biggest
lesson you learn—is people become very precious. And a lot of
times it’s one of the greatest benefits from suffering. You
begin to really focus on your friends when you start to hurt.
You just reach out to a warm body and that’s good.

Pick up at verse 11—our second episode.

Job’s Three Friends

v. 11 When Job’s three friends, Eliphaz the Temanite,
Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite,
heard about all the troubles that had come upon
him, they set out from their homes and met
together by agreement to go and sympathize with
him and comfort him.

“When Job’s three friends, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the
Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite, heard about all the
troubles that had come upon him, they set out from their
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homes and met together by agreement to go and sympathize
with him and comfort him.”

Brennan Manning quotes Woody Allen as saying:

(The Signature of Jesus: On the Pages of Our Lives by
Brennan Manning)

“Ninety percent of life is showing up.” Why? Because simply
showing up is a kind of loving.
p. 184

Many people don’t want to go and talk to somebody who’s
really hurting because they don’t know what they’re going to
say. Don’t say anything. Your presence is powerful. Your
presence 1s evidence that you care and if you just sit there in
silence like these three friends do, you're doing something.
Your presence is there with them.

Now you need to meet these three friends because they're
going to be coming back and forth out of the biography in the
next episodes. You've got:

1. ELIPHAZ—his name means “God is fine gold. He
probably is the oldest of the three and he’s going to be the first
one to speak in our next study.

2. BILDAD—his name means “the son of Hadad.”

3. ZOPHAR—means “young bird” and he was probably the
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youngest of the three.

There’s one other guy that’s going to come into the biography
when we get over to about Job chapter 30 and that’s ELIHU.
He’s a young Ph.D. who has all the answers but he waits until
these three guys get through before he speaks.

Finally God’s going to break in and speak in the closing part of
the book of Job. That’s going to be wonderful.

Now notice the PURPOSE of the three guys coming. They're
coming to do what?

“SYMPATHIZE” with Job and

“COMFORT HIM.”

But they're going to lose it in our next study. “Comfort” turns
to CONFRONTATION. They forget why they come.

The neat thing about these two guys is:

1. they “heard” and

2. “they set out.”

They decided to go to “sympathize” and to “comfort.”

How many friends do you have that when they hear, they set

out? They don’t check their schedule to see if they can work
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you in. How many friends do you have that would drop
everything and come to you? How many would be there for
you?

How many friends do you have?

Job’s got three business associates that have gone to a lot of
trouble to get there.

Now look at verse 12.

v. 12 When they saw him from a distance, they could
hardly recognize him; they began to weep aloud,
and they tore their robes and sprinkled dust on
their heads.

“When they saw him from a distance, they could hardly
recognize him; they began to weep aloud, and they tore their
robes and they sprinkled dust on their heads.”

You see suffering has done its dirty work. Isaiah 52:14
describes prophetically what’s going to happen to Christ:

Isaiah 52:14

Just as there were many who were appalled at him—his
appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man and
his form marred beyond human likeness—

That’s what these guys felt. Last time they’d seen Job he was
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on top of it. He was the greatest man in the East. He had a big
bottom line and everything was coming up roses and he was
doing well. And now they just can’t comprehend it.

They express their feelings in THREE WAYS:
1. they “weep aloud” in shock and sorrow,

2. they “tear their robes” because of their broken
heartedness, and

3. they throw “dust” in the air because of their deep grief.

v. 13 Then they sat on the ground with him for seven
days and seven nights. No one said a word to him,
because they saw how great his suffering was.

“Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and

seven nights. No one said a word to him, because they saw
how great his suffering was.”

In those two verses we see SIX THINGS:
1. “they saw him,”

2.  “they could hardly recognize him,”

3. “they began to weep,”

4. “they tore their robes,”
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5. “they sprinkled dust on their heads,” and
6. “they sat...for seven days and seven nights” in silence.
Someone said:

“A suffering presence is the powerful ministry of silent
compassion.

There’s an excellent article that came out in March 1992 in
Moody Monthly and i1t was called “When a Friend Grieves,”
telling you what you ought to do. And it says:

(1) They didn’t wait to be called...

(2) They looked for little ways to help...

(3) They listened...

(4) They remembered the children...

(5) They weren’t quick to offer pat answers...

(6) They [always] remembered [the anniversary].

“When a friend grieves” by Barbara Baumgardner. Moody,
Mar 1992. Pages 25-29.

(From InfoSearch 3.0)

The key thing, and probably the greatest thing, is to go in
SILENCE.

This is a seven day sit-in in silence on the part of these three
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friends. They're waiting for the inevitable arrival of death. We
don’t know if they're sitting there speechless. Maybe they
think that Job 1s so bad that they’re going to be there and stay
for the funeral rather than to have to go back home and come
back again. They probably think he’s going to die.

But all of that aside, maybe they really are hurt with total
devastation. If that’s true, this is really the best and only good
thing they did for Job throughout the whole ordeal. This is thé
high point in the book.

These three guys don’t say anything. They’re just there to
witness and to be with him in silence as he suffers. Then there
are those who think that you usually waited for the grieving
person to speak first. That’s exactly what Job’s going to do
right now.

Now 1n Chapter 3, Job 1s going to speak.

Job Speaks

3:v. 1 After this, Job opened his mouth and cursed the
day of his birth.

“After this,”—after his possessions, his progeny and his

personal affliction—“Job opened his mouth and cursed the day
of his birth.”

Aren’t you glad that doesn’t say he cursed God? He doesn’t
lash out at God by accusing Him of any wrongdoing. He just
15



wishes that he’d never lived. He wishes that he had died.
Those seven days of silence have caused him to sit there and
think back over that four series of losses, the ten funerals, and
all of the hurt that he’s gone through. With all of those bitter
memories he now lets it spew out.

“After this,”—that is his Pearl Harbor, the great crash, the
catastrophic collapse—“After this, Job opened his mouth and
cursed the day of his birth.”

With these three friends he now is culminating in an outburst
that comes because of THREE THINGS. These words come
from a man who is recognizing:

1. the sense of his loss,

2. the pain of the disease, and

3. the injustice of his condition.

He cannot understand anything.

This is really JOB’S DEATH WISH.

In his death wish Job:

1. doesn’t curse God and

2. doesn’t commit suicide.
16



That’s not an option. Job is in the hands of a sovereign God
and he 1s going to allow God to do what He’s going to do.

Now chapter 3 can be outlined:
1. He regretted his birth—verses 1-10.

2. He wished that he’d never been born or he’d been born
dead—verses 11-19.

3. He longed to die—verses 20-26.

When you are grieving, grief is sometimes verbalized in
WISHES and WHYS. You'll almost find people doing those
two things more than any others in the initial manifestation of
their grief.

They will wish, wish, wish. They’d done something, they’d
been here, or it would have been different. Wishes, wishes,
wishes.

Then why, why, why.

We're going to have 14 WISHES and 5 WHYS in this little
discourse here in these verses. They’re going to come out—one
right after another—very quickly.

With these words that actually border on blasphemy, Job is
spitting out his bitterness and he shouts his doubts and he
17



sobs and wishes for death.
v. 2 He said:
“He said:”

v. 3 “May the day of my birth perish, and the night it
was said, ‘A boy is born!

“May the day of my birth perish, and the night it was said,
“A boy was born!””

FOURTEEN TIMES now we’re going to see the word “may.”
These are the expressions of his WISH.

When we look at that first one, “May the day” and it sounds
like MAYDAY.

Mayday 1s a call of distress:
for a ship at sea,
for a plane in the air, or
Job on the land.
It’s a panic situation here.
“May the day of my birth perish, and the night it was said,

'A boy 1s born!”
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He wished the day could literally be wiped out and it would
never have happened.

v. 4 That day—may it turn to darkness; may God above
not care about it; may no light shine upon it.

“That day—may it turn to darkness; may God above not care
about it; may no light shine upon it.”

You can sense Job is venting. Deep within him there’s the
bitterness that’s been building up and the pain has been
taking its toll.

v. 5 May darkness and deep shadow claim it once more;
may a cloud settle over it; may blackness
overwhelm its light.

“May darkness and deep shadow claim it once more; may a
cloud settle over it; may blackness overwhelm its light.”

It’s “light.” This 1s the only time “blackness” is used in the Old
Testament. It’s the “blackness” accompanying an eclipse, a
tornado or a heavy storm cloud.

v. 6 That night—may thick darkness seize it; may it not
be included among the days of the year nor be
entered in any of the months.

“That night—may thick darkness seize it; may it not be
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included among the days of the year nor be entered in any of
the months.”

v. 7 May that night be barren; may no shout of joy be
heard in it.

“May that night be barren; may no shout of joy be heard in it.”

Now he speaks of the NIGHT OF CONCEPTION. His wish
here 1s that night of conception would have not resulted in
conception, but that his mother would have been infertile and
his birth would never have happened. He is really, really
hurting.

“Job, you are special. You were born. You were given life and

God has wonderfully blessed you. But now it’s all falling apart
and there’s no significance to it.”

You can almost describe his life as the FOUR Ds:

1. DEPRAVATION,

2. DISEASE,

3. DEPRESSION, and

4. DESPAIR.

Suffering literally eats the life out of it, and all Job has left is

a shell.
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“May that night be barren; may no shout of joy be heard in it.”

v. 8 May those who curse days curse that day, those
who are ready to rouse Leviathan.

“May those who curse days curse that day, those who are
ready to rouse Leviathan.”

What in the world has happened here?

When we talk about Christmas you talk about Santa Claus.
We talk about it but we don’t believe in him.

“Leviathan” was a seven-headed sea monster in mythology of
those days. When he was raised by those who gave
incantations and drew him forth in the spirit world, Leviathan
could swallow the moon and the sun and create total
darkness.

He’s saying, “Go ahead you guys. Rouse Leviathan the seven-
headed sea monster and let him do this so that nighttime will
continue and the day that I was born would be swallowed
up—he would swallow the sun of my birthday.”

This 1s a picture of some kind of mythological creature, but
Job in his suffering says, “You guys that are famous for it, call
him forth and let him swallow the moon and the sun so that
the day of my birth can be wiped off the map!”
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v. 9 May its morning stars become dark; may it wait for
daylight in vain and not see the first rays of dawn,

“May its morning stars’—which are Venus and Mercury—
“become dark; may it wait for daylight in vain and not see the
first rays of dawn,”

There’s our 14 MAYs—one right after another. Wish after
wish after wish. The reason for it in verse 10:

v. 10 for it did not shut the doors of the womb on me to
hide trouble from my eyes.

“for 1t did not shut the doors of the womb on me to hide
trouble from my eyes.”

In the next verses—from 11 to 23—he has FIVE QUESTIONS
that he asks.

v. 11 Why did I not perish at birth, and die as I came
from the womb?

“Why did I not perish at birth, and die as I came forth from
the womb?”

For those who are struggling with the abortion issue, you're
going to see some things that make it quite clear there 1s life

in the womb. He makes this clear, but his question is, “Why
didn’t I die?”
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Second question:

v. 12 Why were there knees to receive me and breasts
that I might be nursed?

“Why were there knees to receive me and breasts that I might
be nursed?”

In the bonding process of the birth of a new child, the baby
was held upon the knees of the father and nursed at the
breast of the mother. We see that in Genesis 50:23 when it’s
spoken of Joseph:

Genesis 50:23

Makir the son of Manasseh were placed at birth on Joseph’s
knees.

Part of the blessing of Joseph’s long life was he got to see his
great-grandkids.

v.13 For now I would be lying down in peace; I would
be asleep and at rest

“For now I would be lying down in peace; I would be asleep
and at rest”

This is the reason for the two previous questions. If he hadn’t
been born and he’d died then this is what would result.
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There was a guy who was a sailor on board ship and he came
upon a seasick passenger who was so sick he nearly died. The
sailor said to him, “You know seasickness has never killed
anybody.” And the seasick passenger said, “Please don’t say
that. It’s on the hope of dying that has kept me alive so far.”

I'm sure that’s how Job feels.
Now watch the rest of it. It’ll unfold quickly.

v. 14 with kings and counselors of the earth, who built
for themselves places now lying in ruins,

“with kings and counselors of the earth, who built for
themselves places now lying in ruins,”

v. 15 with rulers who had gold, who filled their houses
with silver.

“with rulers who had gold, who filled their houses with silver.”

These are the things that would be happening if he was in the
grave.

Now we come to question #3:
v. 16 Or why was I not hidden in the ground like a
stillborn child, like an infant who never saw the

light of day?

24



“Or why was I not hidden in the ground like a stillborn child,
like an infant who never saw the light of day?”

Why didn’t that happen?

v. 17 There the wicked cease from turmoil, and there
the weary are at rest.

“There the wicked cease from turmoil, and there the weary are
at rest.”

We can see Job’s life with FOUR Ws:
1. he’s WEARY,

2. he’s WORN OUT,

3. he’s filled with WISHES, and

4. with WHYS.

This 1s Job’s experience.

v. 18 Captives also enjoy their ease; they no longer hear
the slave driver’s shout.

“Captives also enjoy their ease; they no longer hear the slave
driver’s shout.”
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v. 19 The small and the great are there, and the slave is
freed from his master.

“The small and the great are there, and the slave is freed from
his master.”

Question #4 1s the longest question of the five.

v. 20 Why is light given to those in misery, and life to
the bitter of soul,

“Why 1s light given to those in misery, and life to the bitter of
soul,”

v. 21 to those who long for death that does not come,
who search for it more than for hidden treasure,

“to those who long for death that does not come, who search
for 1t more than for hidden treasure,”

v. 22 who are filled with gladness and rejoice when
they reach the grave?

“who are filled with gladness and rejoice when they finally
reach the grave?”

And then his last question:
v. 23 Why is life given to a man whose way is hidden,

whom God has hedged in?

26



“Why 1s life given to a man whose way 1s hidden, whom God
has hedged in?”

The first thing he says is, “I am hedged in.” There’s no way out
of this mess.

Can you remember what Satan said to the Lord about Job? He
said, “You have hedged him in.”

What was the meaning of Satan’s statement? “Why you’ve put
a hedge around him and nothing can touch him.” Remember?
“You've just blessed his socks off!”

Now what’s Job doing? In his suffering he’s saying, “God
you've put a hedge around me and I can’t get out! There’s no
way to get out of this thing!” On top of that, it’s “hidden.”

“I don’t understand the purpose of this. Everything has no
purpose to it.”

We can say of Job at this point, he’s “hedged in” and God’s
purpose “is hidden.” He 1s deeply, deeply hurt at this point.

He’s thinking he wants no part of God’s will and he’s fighting
it.

It was John Newton who wrote “Amazing grace, how sweet

the sound that saved a wretch like me.” He was also famous

for writing a little poem. What a great lesson this is for us,
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especially if we’re going through a difficult situation.

“Once upon a time a paper kite
Mounted to a wondrous height,
Where giddy with its elevation,
It thus expressed self-admiration:
‘See how the crowds of gazing people
Admire my flight above the steeple.
How they would wonder if they knew
All that a kite like me can do!

Were I but free, I'd take a flight
And pierce the clouds beyond their sight;
But ah! like a poor prisoner bound,
My string confines me to the ground!
I’d brave the eagle’s towering wing,
Might I but fly without the string.’
It tugged and pulled while thus it spoke—
To snap the string—at last it broke.

Deprived at once of all its stay,

In vain it tried to soar away;
Unable its own weight to bear,

It fluttered downward through the air.
Unable its own course to guide,

The winds soon plunged it in the tide.
Ah! foolish kite, thou hast no wing,

How couldst thou fly without a string?

My heart cried out, ‘O Lord, I see
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How much this kite resembles me!
Forgetful that by Thee I stand,

Impatient of Thy ruling hand;
How oft I've wished to break the lines

Thy wisdom for my lot assigns!
How oft indulge the vain desire

For something more, or something higher!
But for Thy grace and love divine,

A fall this dreadful had been mine!”
(From InfoSearch 3.0, source unknown)

Phillip Keller has had his share of suffering, but he has left a
legacy in the books that he has written. A Shepherd Looks at
the Twenty-Third Psalm is probably his best. But some of his
old age musings came forth in a book called Sky Edge. He
says:

(Sky Edge by W. Phillip Keller)

So i1t 1s with the great good will of God. It is an irresistible
force 1n the universe that flows steadily to shape the destinies
of us all. His intentions toward us are grand and good and
noble. It 1s His great, persistent power that shapes our history
and directs our days.

“The events He allows to intrude upon our little lives are
not intended for our undoing,” I murmured to myself in quiet
soliloquy. “Rather they are intended to conform us to the
greatness of His own wondrous character.”

p. 65

29



Job in his bitterness is saying He’s hedged me around and I
can’t get out, He’s made my chain very heavy, and He’s hidden
the purpose.

Five questions WHY prepare us now for the final statements.

v. 24 For sighing comes to me instead of food; my
groans pour out like water.

“For sighing comes to me instead of food; my groans pour out
like water.”

He’s suffering so he’s mumbling, he’s grumbling, he’s moaning
and he’s groaning, he’s scowling and he’s growling. He’s really
hurting.

All the WISHES and WHYS now are focused on the WHAT in
verse 25.

v. 25 What I feared has come upon me; what I dreaded
has happened to me.

“What I feared has come upon me; what I dreaded has
happened to me.”

What do you think he means by that? In our last study you’ll
remember he always went after the boys and the girls had
feasted to offer a sacrifice just in case they had done
something that would bring a curse upon themselves? That’s
what he feared. Now he’s saying:
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“What I feared has come upon me; what I dreaded has
happened to me.”

What a sad statement. Then he concludes the study with
saying four sad things:

v. 26 I have no peace, no quietness; I have no rest, but
only turmoil.”

“I have no peace, no quietness; I have no rest, but only
turmoil.”

Let’s think carefully about those last four things he says. Now
put yourself in his shoes. He’s lost his possessions, his
progeny, and he’s physically very near death. He has “no
peace,” he has “no quietness,” he has “no rest.” Those are all
on the negative side.

He says, “I only have turmoil.”
Let’s paraphrase that statement:

“I cannot relax, I can’t settle down, I can’t rest, and agitation
keeps me stirred up constantly.”

You might think he’s not a very righteous man. You haven’t
suffered much if you can’t identify with the horrible things
he’s going through.
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Robert Foster, when he finishes this meditation on these
words of Job, uses Annie Johnson Flint’s words:

(A Challenge to Men from Job by Robert D. Foster)

Have you come to the Red Sea place in your life,
Where, in spite of all you can do,

There 1s no way out, there is no way back,
There 1s no other way but through?

Then wait on the Lord with a trust serene
Till the night of your fear is gone;

He will send the wind, He will heap the floods,
When He says to your soul, “Go on.”

And His hand will lead you through—clear through—
Ere the watery walls roll down,
No foe can reach you, no wave can touch,
No mightiest sea can drown;
The tossing billows may rear their crests,
Their foam at your feet may break,
But over their bed you shall walk dry shod,
In the path that your Lord will make.

In the morning watch, ‘neath the lifted cloud,
You shall see but the Lord alone;
When He leads you on from the place of the sea
To a land that you have not known;
And your fears shall pass as your foes have passed,
You shall no more be afraid;
You shall sing His praise in a better place,
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A place that His hand has made.
p. 4

Job hurts. We leave him hurting and we’ve set the stage. We
want to now listen to three friends who've come to
sympathize and to comfort as they try to tell us in the next
exciting episode the whole solution to Job’s problems.

We get twelve lessons out of our text.
Lesson #1: When you really hurt, the focus turns to friends.

Lesson #2: How many friends do you have who would drop
everything and come in a moment if you had a need?

Lesson #3: Suffering presence is the powerful ministry of
silent compassion.

Lesson #4: Grief 1s sometimes verbalized in wishes, in whys,
and 1n whats.

Lesson #5: Mayday i1s the call of distress for ships at sea,
planes in the air and Job on the land.

Lesson #6: Job does not curse God but the day of his birth.

Lesson #7: Job’s depravation, disease, and despair have led
him to depression.

Lesson #8: Job feels his way 1s hidden because he sees no
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purpose, no plan, and he experiences no presence in his
suffering.

Lesson #9: He has hedged me around that I cannot get out
and He’s made my chain very heavy.

Lesson #10: Job’s groans pour out like water.

Lesson #11: What he feared has come, and what he dreaded
has happened to him.

Lesson #12: He has no peace, no quietness, no rest; but only
turmoil.

Ken Gire has a devotional book on Intimate Moments with
the Savior. In the book he gives a little passage of scripture
then he gives a lesson. He replays the passage and then he
leads in prayer.

The woman with the issue of blood that suffered for so many
years, this is the way Ken ends that prayer:

(Intimate Moments with the Savior by Ken Gire)

Help me to understand, Lord Jesus, that the
hemorrhaging woman’s faith was forged on the anvil of
twelve long years of suffering. Years of disillusionment.
Years of shattered dreams.

Thank you, Lord Jesus, for seeing every hemorrhage in
my life through merciful eyes, eyes that understand, eyes
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that see the whole story of my life.

Thank you for your willingness to staunch my suffering.
And thank you that I can lay my troubles at your feet and go
my way in peace...

p. 52

Job needs to listen to the words of the Savior:

Matthew 11:28-30

Come unto Me, all ye who are weary and heavy-laden, and I
will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me, for
I am meek and lowly of heart; and you shall find rest for your
souls. For My yoke 1s easy, and My burden is light.

The writer to the book of Hebrews says:

Hebrews 6:19

This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure
and steadfast and one which enters within the veil,

Father, we know that Satan has already made reservations
for us there. It’s only going to be a choice to take the narrow
road to allow Christ to come into our lives that’s going to
cancel those reservations. We pray that You’d help those
that do not know You to flee into Your presence and to know
the joy of Christ. Father, for those who are suffering and
maybe feel a lot like Job—Dbitter, resentful, hurt and in great
pain—Kkeep them from ever stepping over the bounds of

35



accusing You of wrongdoing. But to be enriched, to grow, to
develop, to mature and to become more Christlike through
the circumstances that come into their lives. Father, may
our days be precious appointments with You as we study
Your Word and the struggles of a righteous man trying to
find meaning in a bunch of meaningless circumstances that
surround him and the difficulties that have overwhelmed
him to this point. We pray that You’ll make each study very
exciting and very special. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Two — Job 2:11-3:26

NOTES
Job’s Three Friends
v. 11 When Job’s three friends, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the
Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite, heard about all the troubles
that had come upon him, they set out from their homes and met
together by agreement to go and sympathize with him and comfort
him.
v. 12 When they saw him from a distance, they could hardly
recognize him; they began to weep aloud, and they tore their robes
and sprinkled dust on their heads.
v. 13 Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and
seven nights. No one said a word to him, because they saw how
great his suffering was.

Job Speaks

3:v. 1 After this, Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his
birth.

v. 2 He said:

v. 3 “May the day of my birth perish, and the night it was said, ‘A
boy is born!’

v. 4 That day—may it turn to darkness; may God above not care
about it; may no light shine upon it.

v. 5 May darkness and deep shadow claim it once more; may a
cloud settle over it; may blackness overwhelm its light.

v. 6 That night—may thick darkness seize it; may it not be
included among the days of the year nor be entered in any of the
months.

v. 7 May that night be barren; may no shout of joy be heard in it.
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v. 8 May those who curse days curse that day, those who are ready
to rouse Leviathan.

v. 9 May its morning stars become dark; may it wait for daylight in
vain and not see the first rays of dawn,

v. 10 for 1t did not shut the doors of the womb on me to hide
trouble from my eyes.

v. 11 Why did I not perish at birth, and die as I came from the
womb?

v. 12 Why were there knees to receive me and breasts that I might
be nursed?

v.13 For now I would be lying down in peace; I would be asleep and
at rest

v. 14 with kings and counselors of the earth, who built for
themselves places now lying in ruins,

v. 15 with rulers who had gold, who filled their houses with silver.
v. 16 Or why was I not hidden in the ground like a stillborn child,
like an infant who never saw the light of day?

v. 17 There the wicked cease from turmoil, and there the weary
are at rest.

v. 18 Captives also enjoy their ease; they no longer hear the slave
driver’s shout.

v. 19 The small and the great are there, and the slave is freed from
his master.

v. 20 Why is light given to those in misery, and life to the bitter of
soul,

v. 21 to those who long for death that does not come, who search
for 1t more than for hidden treasure,

v. 22 who are filled with gladness and rejoice when they reach the
grave?

v. 23 Why 1is life given to a man whose way is hidden, whom God
has hedged in?

v. 24 For sighing comes to me instead of food; my groans pour out
like water.

v. 25 What I feared has come upon me; what I dreaded has
happened to me.

v. 26 I have no peace, no quietness; I have no rest, but only
turmoil.”

38

NOTES



QUESTIONS:

1. Read Job 2:11-3:26 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. Why were Job’s three friends going to see him, according
to chapter 2:11?

3. How did the three friends respond when they saw Job for
the first time, according to verses 12 & 13?

4. What was Job’s 1nitial response, according to chapter 3:3, 4?

5. What 1s Job’s question, according to verse 117
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7. How does Job evaluate the situation, according to verse 25

6. What happens at death for the wicked and the weary,
9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

according to verse 177
10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

8. What 1s Job’s condition, according to verse 267
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: When you really hurt, the focus turns to friends.

LESSON #2: How many friends do you have who would drop
everything and come in a moment if you had a need?

LESSON #3: Suffering presence is the powerful ministry of
silent compassion.

LESSON #4: Grief 1s sometimes verbalized in wishes, in whys;
and in whats.

LESSON #5: “Mayday” 1s the call of distress for ships at sea,
planes in the air, and Job on the land.

LESSON #6: Job does not curse God but the day of his birth.

LESSON #7: Job’s depravation, disease, and despair lead to
depression.

LESSON #8: Job feels his way 1s hidden because he sees no
purpose, no plan, and experiences no presence in his
suffering.
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LESSON #9: He has hedged me around that I cannot get out
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and made my chain heavy.
has happened to him.

LESSON #12: He has no peace, no quietness, no rest; but on
turmoil.

LESSON #11: What he feared has come, and what he dreade

LESSON #10: Job’s groans pour out like water.
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