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A Practical Study of JOB 

 

Persevere and Press On 

 

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering” 

 

Study Number Three – Job 4:1-5:27  

 

 

 Steven Brown said: 

 

(How to Talk So People Will Listen by Steve Brown) 

 

 Did you hear about the man who was sitting on a tack? 

Everyone was trying to help him deal with his pain. The 

preachers told him it wouldn’t hurt so much if he would pray 

and study the Bible more. The sociologists said that his pain 

was due to the social institutions that had molded him. A 

psychologist said that the pain was intense because his 

parents had potty trained him wrong. His wife said that it was 

because he had not learned to be in touch with his feelings. 

 Then a little boy walked by and asked, “Mister, why don’t 

you get off the tack?” 

p. 57   

 

We’re going to feel that way when we see these friends step 

forward and try to explain to Job all that’s going on.  

 

It is said of Casey Stengel that he was: 
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(How to Talk So People Will Listen by Steve Brown) 

 

… being heckled by a woman in the stands. She shouted, 

“Stengel, if I were married to you, I would feed you poison.” 

 Stengel yelled back, “And if I were married to you, I 

would take it.” 

pp. 107-8  

 

Job probably feels some of those very same feelings.  

 

Barbara Johnson says it the best: 

 

(Pack Up Your Gloomies in a Great Big Box, then Sit on the Lid 

and Laugh! by Barbara Johnson) 

 

 I like to compare suffering to making a cake. No one sits 

down, gets out a box of baking powder, eats a big spoonful, and 

says, “Hmmm, that’s good!” And you don’t do that with a 

spoonful of shortening or raw eggs or flour, either. The 

tribulation and suffering in our lives can be compared with 

swallowing a spoonful of baking powder or shortening. By 

themselves these things are distasteful and they turn your 

stomach. But God takes all of these ingredients, stirs them up, 

and puts them in His own special oven. He knows just how long 

to let the cake bake; sometimes it stays in God’s oven for 

YEARS. We get impatient and want to open the oven, thinking 

Surely the cake must be done by now. But not yet, no not yet. 

What really matters is that the cake is BAKING and the 

marvelous aroma is filling the house. 

 I find that people who trust God with their suffering have 
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an invisible something, like the invisible aroma of a freshly 

baked cake, that draws people to them. As Paul put it, “all 

things [all the ingredients of pain and suffering] work together 

for good to them that love God” … 

 When we believe that nothing comes to us except through 

our heavenly Father, then suffering begins to make a little 

sense to us—not much, I admit, but a little bit, and that’s all 

God needs to work in our lives, just a mustard seed of faith. 

Then we can see that God is using our pain to work something 

in us that is redemptive. Every trial or broken relationship 

goes into God’s oven and eventually we begin to “smell” like 

cake or fresh bread. Even our suffering counts for something! 

p. 17  

 

In the first episode, in one day Job had four horrendous losses. 

He was the greatest man of the East. He was a very religious, 

upright man. He feared God, he shunned evil. He was a man 

of good character. But these four shots hit him all in one day, 

in a 24 hour period. 

 

He lost all of his livestock, all of his possessions and all of his 

employees but four. The last horrible experience was the 

tornado that destroyed one of his sons’ houses and all ten of 

the kids were there and they were fatalities. 

 

After a brief period of time, he and his wife planned all ten 

funerals. And then, we don’t know just how long, but he was 

afflicted physically so bad with sores that we found him in the 

ash heap trying to alleviate the itch and the pain from his 

suffering. And last but not least, his wife suggests that he 
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curse God and die. 

 

That was episode #1. In all this, Job did not charge God with 

wrongdoing. Then in our previous study he begins to speak 

after his three friends, who are business associates, come to 

see him. Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar are three guys that 

dropped everything and came to Job. When they saw him they 

were so shocked they sat there in silence for seven days. 

 

Then Job began to speak at the end of the study. Here’s a man 

who’s just a shell of a man now. He wishes that his birthday 

could be wiped off the calendar. He hopes that he could die. He 

wishes that he had never been born. 

 

We left him with two things. 

 

First of all, he says “what I’ve feared has come upon me.” 

That’s the bottom of the pit. 

 

And then these four things characterized him in the last 

verse: 

 

1. “I have no peace,” 

 

2. “I have no quietness,” 

 

3. “I have no rest,” 

 

4. “only turmoil.” 
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Now the rest of the book is going to be these three guys 

interacting with Job, trying to explain to Job why he’s in the 

mess he’s in.  

 

Then Elihu, toward the end of the book, is going to step 

forward and say a few words. The Lord’s going to straighten 

them all out toward the end of the book. 

 

The first guy by the name of Eliphaz is going to step forward 

and we’re going to see this amazing individual try to explain 

to Job. Now remember why they came? They came to 

sympathize and to comfort.  The comfort turns to 

confrontation rather quickly. 

 

This is the problem. You go with great intentions to 

sympathize and to comfort and you turn out trying to explain 

everything. That’s when you get into confrontation and when 

you do more damage than good. 

 

Eliphaz is the oldest of the guys so he speaks first. He is 

probably the most sensitive of the three of them. Just wait till 

you meet the other two. He at least says some comforting 

things to begin with. He’s going to get vicious here even before 

we get through this study in what he says. 

 

Just put yourself in Job’s shoes. You wish you were dead, you 

almost are, you’ve lost all your kids and your wife has told you 

to curse God and die. You’re sitting in an ash heap and you’re 

hurting physically and then Eliphaz decides that he’s going to 

talk. 

C
opyright ©

 2022 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



6 

 

 

We’re going to call Eliphaz the SENIOR ADVISOR. He is now 

stepping forward and he starts by saying basically, “Job 

practice what you preach.”  

 

That’s exactly what Eliphaz is going to do here. He’s going to 

come and he’s going to say, “start following your own advice.”  

 

Eliphaz 

 

v. 1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:  

 

“Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:” 

 

He’s going to give TEN QUESTIONS in his speech, and we 

can track them through the passage.  

 

v. 2 “If someone ventures a word with you, will you be 

impatient? But who can keep from speaking?  

 

Question #1: ‘“If someone ventures a word with you, will you 

be impatient?” 

 

Question #2: “But who can keep from speaking?” 

 

He is straining at the bit. He can’t stand what he’s heard Job 

saying in that previous discourse. He knows he’s walking on 

eggs and he says, “If someone ventures a word with you, will 

you be impatient?” 
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In other words, “I don’t want to talk to you if you’re going to 

bite my head off and get angry.” 

 

And then Question #2: “who can keep from speaking?” 

 

He is a nice guy and he starts out diplomatically. With tongue 

in cheek, he’s saying, “Mind if I say something? Regardless of 

whether or not you do I’m going to say it.” That’s pretty much 

the first part of the speech. 

 

Now Barbara Johnson says: 

 

(Stick a Geranium in Your Hat and Be Happy! by Barbara 

Johnson) 

 

It is better to just put your arm around a grieving person and 

say, “I love you—God loves you.” Beyond that, it might be 

[the] best [thing] to just shove a sock in your mouth and keep 

quiet. Don’t try to reason with people in grief to persuade 

them to accept their loss. When a believer dies, it IS wonderful 

to know that [the] person is with God, but at [that] moment 

when those who are left behind are bruised and bleeding, the 

simple truth is this: 

 

 WHEN GRIEF IS THE FRESHEST, 

 WORDS SHOULD BE THE FEWEST. 

p. 29   

 

It doesn’t bring very much comfort to realize that a loved one’s 

with the Lord, even though you’re rejoicing over the fact 
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they’re there. You lost them for the rest of your life and you 

know it and you’re dealing with it. So try to understand that 

these simple little Band-Aids from scripture and these simple 

little statements that we make oftentimes do much more 

damage than they do good. That’s all she’s saying. 

 

Eliphaz jumps right out of it and he’s going to get right in the 

middle of it. Job feels like he is now been put on the stand and 

he’s being grilled. He’s literally having four guys before he’s 

through lacerate him at every turn. 

 

After the death of Dave Dravecky, his wife had the hardest 

time trying to cope with people who had the simple answers. 

Listen to what she says: 

 

(When You Can’t Come Back by Dave & Jan Dravecky with 

Ken Gire) 

 

 “Then at five o’clock the doorbell rang. ‘Who on earth 

could that be?’ I grumbled to myself. I marched to the door 

with my fist clenched and my eyes glaring. I pulled open the 

door, and there stood this stranger, a man in his thirties. 

 “‘You don’t know me, ma’am,’ he said, ‘but I’m from 

Cleveland and I have the gift of healing.’ 

 “I looked into his eyes. This was a man on a mission. And 

it wasn’t to help me with my packing. My heart sank. 

 “‘Your husband just needs more faith,’ he said. 

 “I leaned against the brick wall, thinking, God, I can’t 

handle this. 

 “I’ve had cancer twice,’ he explained, ‘and I’ve been 
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healed. Ma’am, I’m here to tell you that your husband doesn’t 

have to have his arm amputated.’ 

 “That’s when I started to cry. And when I started to cry I 

lost it, I mean, completely lost it. I jumped on him like a pit 

bull on a postman. ‘I’ll tell you something! My husband may 

not be perfect, but he loves God and he has faith! Tell me why 

there’s suffering in the Bible, will you? Why wasn’t Paul 

spared from suffering? Didn’t he have enough faith? And how 

about Job? And…and…and Joseph? What about them? Huh? 

Did they lack faith? Is that why they suffered?’ 

 “The man burst into tears. 

 Oh, no, I thought to myself, not a crying man on my front 

porch. Please, God, not this. 

 “‘I—I’m sorry, Mrs. Dravecky,’ the man stammered 

through his tears. ‘I’m, eh, new at this thing’…(more 

crying)…‘I just wanted to help. I prayed to God when I was 

diagnosed with Hodgkin’s disease, and he healed me’…‘then 

God brought it back. I don’t know why, but he brought it back. 

I don’t understand it. The second time I prayed about it, I was 

led to take radiation treatments.’ 

 “While he was crying, I was thinking to myself: If God 

healed him, why did the cancer come back? And why would 

God heal him the first time cancer appeared and then lead him 

to radiation treatment the second time? My heart went out to 

the man; he was more confused than I was. I put my arm 

around him and tried to be of some comfort as I walked him to 

his car. 

 “‘Thank you, Mrs. Dravecky. And I’m sorry I bothered 

you.’ 

“‘That’s all right. I appreciate your concern.’ 
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 “I went back inside and plopped on the couch, thinking, 

What a day! 

pp. 112-13   

 

That’s the kind of stuff, when you hear it from somebody who’s 

in it on the other side, that makes us look horrible when we 

try to move into the arena of somebody else’s suffering and 

minister to them. 

 

v. 3 Think how you have instructed many, how you 

have strengthened feeble hands.  

 

“Think how you have instructed many, how you have 

strengthened feeble hands.” 

 

“Just think of all your audiences! Just think of all the people 

that you’ve influenced, Job. You know you’ve given wisdom 

and encouragement to so many folks Job.” 

 

v. 4 Your words have supported those who stumbled; 

you have strengthened faltering knees.  

 

“Your words have supported those who stumbled; you have 

strengthened faltering knees.” 

 

“Boy you’ve really been a great guy. Now why don’t you 

practice your own stuff?” 

 

v. 5 But now trouble comes to you, and you are 

discouraged; it strikes you, and you are dismayed.  
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“But now trouble comes to you, and you are discouraged; it 

strikes you, and you are dismayed.” 

 

Ouch! Two big words. They turn the heat up in the kitchen 

and you get “discouraged.” You face a little flack and you’re 

“dismayed.”  

 

How easy it is when you have a big bottom line, you have a 

healthy body and you come to somebody else you can always 

enter into their lives and really think you’re admonishing 

them. Here “you are dismayed.” You sure aren’t much of a 

tribute to God at this point. You know you’re not acting right. 

 

Now there are SIX WORDS in verses 3, 4 and 5 that stand 

out. Let’s look at them for just a minute.  

 

1. “instructed.” 

 

2. “strengthened.” 

 

3. “supported.” 

 

4. “strengthened.” 

 

5. “discouraged.” 

 

6. “dismayed.” 

 

Here’s the opening shot of his speech: 
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1.  “you have instructed many.” 

 

2. “you have strengthened feeble hands.” 

 

3. “you…supported those who stumbled.” 

 

4. “you strengthened faltering knees.” 

 

5. “you are discouraged.” 

 

6. “you are dismayed.” 

 

In other words, practice what you preach. You’ve been there 

for others, why not yourself?  

 

“You are discouraged” when trouble comes. “You are 

dismayed” when it strikes you. 

 

v. 6 Should not your piety be your confidence and your 

blameless ways your hope?  

 

Question #3: “Should not your piety be your confidence and 

your blameless ways your hope?” 

 

Two words—“confidence” and “hope.” 

 

Those are the two words that have to stand out if you’re going 

to be triumphant in your suffering. 
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1. You can never lose “your confidence” in a sovereign God, 

that He still has everything under control. Because when you 

get into that kind of position you’re in trouble.  

 

“You can be confident of this very thing, that He who began a 

good work in you will continue to perform it until the day of 

Christ.” (Philippians 1:6) 

 

But the second thing you need to go with that confidence is: 

 

2. “hope.” 

 

Romans 15:13 

 

Now may the God of hope fill you will all joy and peace in 

believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

This is what you need in suffering: 

 

1. “confidence” and 

 

2. “hope.” 

 

v. 7 Consider now: Who, being innocent, has ever 

perished? Where were the upright ever destroyed?  

 

“Consider now: Who, being innocent, has ever perished? 

Where were the upright ever destroyed?” 
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You have a “Who” and a “Where” now—questions 4 and 5 in 

the passage. 

 

Question #4: “Who, being innocent, has ever perished?” 

 

Why he’s saying, nobody’s ever done that. 

 

Question #5: “Where were the upright ever destroyed? 

 

“Job, you are coming off  here like you’re innocent and you’re 

upright. When did that ever happen?” 

 

Eliphaz is not right is he? Now you think of biblical 

characters. Have you thought of any biblical character at this 

point that have suffered, who were upright and good folks? 

Well just think of some of them.  

 

JOSEPH sure is a great illustration of that. 

 

DAVID suffered like crazy before he became king. Then after 

he messed up his life he deserved what he got. But the 

suffering that preceded that was incredible. 

 

JEREMIAH was thrown into an empty pit and went through 

tremendous suffering as the weeping prophet. 

 

JESUS CHRIST Himself suffered incredible things. As the 

man of sorrow He was equated with grief and He died on a 

cross. 
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STEPHEN, the stones hurling down upon him, just after he 

preaches this great sermon. He dies a martyr’s death. 

 

JOHN THE BAPTIST, having second thoughts, sends a 

message and said, “Lord, are You the Savior or are we looking 

for somebody else?” And the message comes back, “I’m it.” But 

then his head’s on a platter a week later. 

 

Who’s to explain these horrible, horrible things that 

happened? Read the great list of them in Hebrews chapter 

11—one after the other—each suffered greatly. 

 

“So Eliphaz your theory of suffering probably has a little bit—

it’s found wanting in a sense. There are exceptions to your 

rule.” 

 

v. 8 As I have observed, those who plow evil and those 

who sow trouble reap it.  

 

“As I have observed,”—isn’t that wonderful? 

 

It’s a picky, puny little narrow perspective if you want to know 

the truth and its statement coming from one man. You would 

think by the way he’s speaking that he really is a know-it-all. 

 

“As I have observed,”—here’s my principle—“those who plow 

evil and those who sow trouble reap it.” 

 

Now is that comforting? What he’s doing is he’s applying 

everything he says to Job, but he just doesn’t come out and 
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say “Job, you plowed evil and you’ve sown trouble and now 

you’re reaping it.” He doesn’t say that. He lets him apply it to 

himself while he’s sitting there. He’s assuming that Job has 

“plowed evil” and that he has “sown trouble.” 

 

Now is that true?  

 

Galatians 6:7 

 

…God is not laughed at; whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 

he also reap. 

 

There are many, many rules in the scripture that deal with 

sowing and reaping. In fiscal responsibilities—in 2 

Corinthians he says: 

 

2 Corinthians 9:6 

 

you sow sparingly, you’re going to reap sparingly.  

 

You sow a little bit of your money, you’re going to reap 

sparingly in glory. You sow bountifully, you’re going to reap 

bountifully. 

 

Here’s the United States of America: 

 

Hosea 8:7 

 

They sow the wind and they reap the whirlwind… 
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Proverbs 22:8 

 

He who sows wickedness reaps trouble, 

and the rod of his fury will be destroyed. 

 

The principle’s there but you don’t pull this thing off by telling 

the guy that’s sitting there suffering that this is my limit of 

the concept of suffering.  

 

“The only way I can explain the mess you’re in Job is by 

telling you, you have fallen into the pit of sowing trouble and 

sowing evil and you’re reaping right now what you’ve sown.” 

 

He filets the guy. At this point he’s saying, “You are 

condemning yourself and you’re suffering as a result of it.” 

 

v. 9 At the breath of God they are destroyed; at the 

blast of his anger they perish.  

 

“At the breath of God they are destroyed; at the blast of his 

anger they perish.” 

 

“The breath and the blast of God destroyed all this Job. That’s 

why you’re in trouble.” This is really the patriarchal 

prosperity gospel. 

 

You sow righteousness, riches will result. You sow sin and 

suffering results. That’s really what he’s saying. This is his 

whole thesis in what he has to say to him. Whatever a man 

sows, that shall he also reap. If you sow righteousness you’re 
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going to be a rich man. If you sow sin you’re going to suffer. 

 

Now watch him. He’s going to be a master. He’s going to turn 

to nature to give us an illustration of what’s happened to Job. 

He’s going to talk about the lions here. 

 

v. 10 The lions may roar and growl, yet the teeth of the 

great lions are broken.  

 

“The lions may roar and growl, yet the teeth of the great lions 

are broken.” 

 

v. 11 The lion perishes for lack of prey, and the cubs of 

the lioness are scattered.  

 

“The lion perishes for lack of prey, and the cubs of the lioness 

are scattered.” 

 

“Job you might have come in like a roar, but you’re going out 

like a whimper.” Those little cubs that are scattered are the 

ten kids that died. 

 

It’s almost like Eliphaz hinted that Job at one time was really 

strong. He had a great bottom line, everything was going his 

way, and now he’s a totally broken individual. He’s a man 

whose children have been lost. 

 

You see how easy it is to condemn others when you’re 

comfortable? And how easy it is for you to explain what’s going 

on in everybody else’s life when you aren’t going through it? 
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It’s easy for Eliphaz to talk like that. 

 

Ray Stedman, when he came to this verse said: 

 

 I remember years ago picking up a Christian magazine 

that specialized in attacking men in public ministry. The 

editor of the magazine said of Dr. Billy Graham, who had just 

had a certain illness, that it was a judgment of God on him 

because he associated with the wrong kinds of people. But 

what fascinated me was that in the next issue the editor 

announced that he himself had fallen down a flight of stairs 

and broken his leg! His explanation of it was that Satan was 

attacking him, trying to stop his God-given ministry!  

(source unknown)  

 

You see how quick we are to vindicate ourselves and then to 

explain something from another perspective when we’re 

dealing with another servant of the Lord. 

 

Verse 12—this is going to blow you away. This is going to get 

you. We’re getting into the good stuff.  

 

v. 12 A word was secretly brought to me, my ears 

caught a whisper of it.  

 

“A word was secretly brought to me, my ears caught a whisper 

of it.” 

 

There’s nothing worse under the sun to have suffered 

something and have some dear saint come and say, “I have a 
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word for you from the Lord.”  

 

People are incredible with this kind of stuff. Has anyone ever 

come up to you and say, “I had this vision or this dream”? 

They want to give you the spiritual overtones from their vision 

and dream.  

 

Or have you heard this: “Well while I was in prayer last night 

God told me to write to you.” They can’t see you face-to-face 

but they’ll write it to you and filet you on a sheet of paper.  

 

Eliphaz thinks that! “A word was secretly brought to me, my 

ears caught a whisper of it.” 

 

You’re immediately suspect that he is hearing a message. This 

is Satan using Eliphaz to try to get Job to curse God and die. 

He’s now using a human vehicle in the life of Job to get him so 

discouraged and in the pits he’s going to blow it and curse God 

and go ahead and die. I believe that Satan is here, involved in 

this situation, trying to accomplish a purpose. 

 

It’s exactly the same thing when Saul went to visit the witch 

at Endor: 

 

1 Samuel 28:13, 14 

 

The king said to her, “Don’t be afraid. What do you see?” The 

woman said, “I see a spirit coming up out of the ground.” 

“What does he look like?” he asked. “An old man wearing a 

robe is coming up,” she said. Then Saul knew it was Samuel, 
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and he bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the 

ground. 

 

This is the very same thing. It’s “secret,” it’s illusive, and it 

shows God as being unconcerned about people. This is not the 

God that we know who would give His Son to die on the Cross.  

 

v. 13 Amid disquieting dreams in the night, when deep 

sleep falls on men,  

 

“Amid disquieting dreams in the night, when deep sleep falls 

on men,” 

 

The average individual sleeps about 220,000 hours during his 

lifetime. And only one in four people ever claim they have a 

good night’s sleep. Drowsy drivers cause 20% of highway 

accidents. The typical 65-year-old gets only half as much sleep 

as he did at the age of 20. Just a few statistics thrown in there 

just to encourage you. 

 

v. 14 fear and trembling seized me and made all my 

bones shake.  

 

“fear and trembling seized me and made all my bones shake.” 

 

2 Timothy 1:7 

 

God hath not given us the spirit of fear… 
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v. 15 A spirit glided past my face, and the hair on my 

body stood on end.  

 

“A spirit glided past my face, and the hair on my body stood on 

end.” 

 

Oh it’s dramatic!  

 

v. 16 It stopped, but I could not tell what it was. A form 

stood before my eyes, and I heard a hushed voice:  

 

“It stopped, but I could not tell what it was. A form stood 

before my eyes, and I heard a hushed voice:” 

 

What a weird picture. It’s a spirit. He SLITHERED like a 

snake. He STOPPED, He STOOD and he SPOKE. 

 

Now we can take it that what the spirit said is verses 17-21. 

Here’s the message: 

 

v. 17 ‘Can a mortal be more righteous than God? Can a 

man be more pure than his Maker?  

 

Question #6: “‘Can a mortal be more righteous than God?”  

 

Question #7: “Can a man be more pure than his Maker?”  

 

What’s the answer to both of those? NO! No, of course not. 

 

The loaded words are: 
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“more righteous,” 

 

“more pure.” 

 

“Job, you can’t have a perfect record! My theology’s right. You 

have sinned, therefore you are suffering. My premise is true.” 

 

v. 18 If God places no trust in his servants, if he charges 

his angels with error,  

 

“If God places no trust in his servants, if he charges his angels 

with error,” 

 

Why do we think it’s Satan? He’s an authority on that. He was 

an angelic being who was charged with error and thrown out 

of heaven. That was his history and so he knows this full well, 

and it comes out there in that eighteenth verse. 

 

Watch how vicious Eliphaz becomes: 

 

v. 19 how much more those who live in houses of clay, 

whose foundations are in the dust, who are crushed 

more readily than a moth!  

 

 “how much more those who live in houses of clay, whose 

foundations are in the dust, who are crushed more readily 

than a moth!” 

 

You’re in Job’s shoes. What’s happened? The houses have been 
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swept away and his children have been crushed in the fall—

just like a moth between ones fingers. 

 

“how much more those who live in houses of clay, those whose 

foundations are in the dust, those who are crushed more 

readily than a moth!” 

 

Verse 20—here’s the overtones too. How quick did it happen? 

Between morning and night. 

 

v. 20 Between dawn and dusk they are broken to 

pieces; unnoticed, they perish forever.  

 

“Between dawn and dusk they are broken to pieces; unnoticed, 

they perish forever.” 

 

That immediately makes Job think of Pearl Harbor and Black 

Friday and that tragic day when his possessions and his 

progeny were all wiped out in just a 24-hour period! Eliphaz 

says: 

 

“they are…unnoticed, and they perish forever.” 

 

v. 21 Are not the cords of their tent pulled up, so that 

they die without wisdom?’  

 

Question #8: “Are not the cords of their tent pulled up, so that 

they die without wisdom?” 

 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon once said: 
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“Preachers who oftentimes go about with a theological 

revolver in their ecclesiastical trousers.” 

(source unknown) 

 

That is Eliphaz. He is literally attacking Job viciously by 

means of overtones and suppositions. 

 

Question #8: “Are not the cords of their tent pulled up, so they 

die without wisdom?” 

 

The Bible  describes death for the believer as “pulling up the 

tent stakes.” 

 

In Philippians Paul says: 

 

Philippians 1:23 

 

I am hard-pressed between the two, life and death, having a 

desire to depart… 

 

The word depart is to pull up the tent stakes and go to the 

house. 

 

He says the same thing in: 

 

2 Corinthians 5:1 

 

We know that if this earthly tent which is our house is torn 

down, we have a building from God, a house not made with 

C
opyright ©

 2022 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



26 

 

hands, eternal in the heavens. 

 

We’re just tenting it here dear friends, living in these bodies 

that are given over to sin and suffering. We’re going to an 

eternal dwelling. One of these days when the Master calls, 

we’re going to pull up the stakes and go to the house. Yes, 

that’s true. 

 

5:v. 1 Call if you will, but who will answer you? To 

which of the holy ones will you turn?  

 

“Call if you will, but who will answer you [Job]? To which of 

the holy ones will you turn?”—if you aren’t going to turn to 

God. 

 

Questions 9 and 10 are right there: 

 

Question #9: “Call if you will, but who will answer you? 

 

Question #10: “To which of the holy ones will you turn?” 

 

v. 2 Resentment kills a fool, and envy slays the simple.  

 

“Resentment kills the fool, and envy slays the simple.” 

 

He has sensed that Job is filled with resentment because of 

what he said about wishing that he’d die and that his birthday 

could be taken off the map. He has to be filled with 

resentment over this and he’s saying: 
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“Resentment kills a fool”—he calls Job a “fool” twice here—

“and envy slays the simple.”—Job you’re really “simple.” 

 

v. 3 I myself have seen a fool taking root, but suddenly 

his house was cursed.  

 

“I myself have seen a fool taking root, but suddenly his house 

was cursed.” 

 

Wow! He’s saying the very same thing. 

 

v. 4 His children are far from safety, crushed in court 

without a defender.  

 

“His children”—ouch—“are far from safety, crushed in court 

without a defender.” 

 

That has to remind him of the bodies of his ten children.  

 

v. 5 The hungry consume his harvest, taking it even 

from among thorns, and the thirsty pant after his 

wealth.  

 

“The hungry consume his harvest, taking it even from among 

thorns, and the thirsty pant after his wealth.” 

 

When these tragedies happen, Job lost all of his farming. The 

thorns have grown up and people have come in and actually 

cabbaged onto the crops that were available and have taken 

everything that was left there untended. That’s the picture. 
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v. 6 For hardship does not spring from the soil, nor 

does trouble sprout from the ground.  

 

“For hardship does not spring from the soil, nor does trouble 

sprout from the ground.” 

 

In other words, “hardship” and “trouble” are the TWO KEY 

WORDS. 

 

One writer says: 

 

“Eliphaz continues to argue that punishment is not a part of 

the natural processes, but is an inevitable outworking of a 

person’s sinful nature.” 

(source unknown)  

 

Now he brings it home in these last verses. 

 

v. 7 Yet man is born to trouble as surely as sparks fly 

upward.  

 

“Yet man is born to trouble as surely as the sparks fly 

upward.” 

 

Sparks fly up from the fire—that’s natural. And is it true that 

“man is born to trouble”?  

 

Well yes that’s true, “man is born to trouble.” 
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Now he’s going to go for the jugular here. 

 

v. 8 But if it were I, I would appeal to God; I would lay 

my cause before him.  

 

“If it were I,” 

 

“If I were in your shoes Job and I was facing what you’re 

facing, I’d tell you what I’d do…” 

 

1. “I would appeal to God;” and 

 

2. “I would lay my cause before him.” 

 

He has God up here allowing that and Job down here in sin. 

All he’s saying is: 

 

1 John 1:9  

 

If we confess our sins, he’s faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

“Now Job if you’d wise up and confess your sin, we could get 

this thing behind us.”  

 

He uses the words “appeal” and “lay my cause before him.”  

 

“That’s what I do, because suffering equals sin!” He says 

confess and you’re going to be blessed. 
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Now he paints a graphic picture of what God would do if Job 

would just cooperate. In verses 9-13 we can focus on the 

VERBS. Just circle the verbs and you’ll get a concept of God. 

 

v. 9 He performs wonders that cannot be fathomed, 

miracles that cannot be counted.  

 

“He performs wonders that cannot be fathomed, miracles that 

cannot be counted.” 

 

v. 10 He bestows rain on the earth; he sends water upon 

the countryside.  

 

“He bestows rain on the earth; he sends water upon the 

countryside.” 

 

v. 11 The lowly he sets on high, and those who mourn 

are lifted to safety.  

 

“The lowly he sets on high, and those who mourn are lifted to 

safety.” 

 

v. 12 He thwarts the plans of the crafty, so that their 

hands achieve no success.  

 

“He thwarts the plans of the crafty, so their hands achieve no 

success.” 

 

v. 13 He catches the wise in their craftiness, and the 

schemes of the wily are swept away.  
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“He catches the wise in their craftiness, and the schemes of 

the wily are swept away.” 

 

There’s the description of what God is capable of doing with 

someone who isn’t listening! 

 

“He performs,” 

 

“He bestows,” 

 

“he sends,” 

 

“he sets,” 

 

“those who mourn are lifted,” 

 

“He thwarts,” 

 

“He catches,” and 

 

“the wily are swept away.” 

 

v. 14 Darkness comes upon them in the daytime; at 

noon they grope as in the night.  

 

“Darkness comes upon them in the daytime; at noon they 

grope as in the night.” 
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v. 15 He saves the needy from the sword in their mouth; 

he saves them from the clutches of the powerful.  

 

“He saves the needy from the sword in their mouth; he saves 

them from the clutches of the powerful.” 

 

v. 16 So the poor have hope, and injustice shuts its 

mouth.  

 

“So the poor have hope, and injustice shuts its mouth.” 

 

Job, you just cannot win in this situation. Man is born to 

trouble as surely as sparks fly upward. You should appeal to 

God and lay your cause before Him. He performs wonders that 

can’t be fathomed and miracles that can’t be counted. He is 

the One who bestows rain on the earth; He sends water upon 

the countryside and the lowly He sets on high, and those who 

mourn are lifted to safety.  

 

We also need to realize Job that He thwarts the plans of the 

crafty so their hands achieve no success. He’s the One who 

catches the wise in their craftiness and the schemes of the 

wily are swept away. 

 

Oh, by the way, Job, darkness comes upon them in the 

daytime and at noon they grope in the night. He is the One 

who saves the needy from the sword. He saves them from the 

clutches of the powerful so the poor have hope and injustice 

shuts its mouth. 
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Do you know what he’s saying? “Job, why don’t you just let it 

all hang out? Why don’t you just be honest? Why don’t you be 

transparent? Why don’t you deal with it? Quit fighting a 

losing battle! Submit yourself to the Lord, confess your sin 

and allow the Lord to do His work in your life and alleviate 

you from all of this horrible suffering that we’re witnessing 

that you’re going through! Job tell the truth, the whole truth 

and nothing but the truth so help you God! And if you’ll do 

that, we’ll solve the whole problem!” 

 

Wow what a comfort he is! 

 

v. 17 Blessed is the man whom God corrects; so do not 

despise the discipline of the Almighty.  

 

“Blessed” 

 

“Job if you’ll just do what I’m telling you! Look at what’s 

coming!” 

 

“Blessed”—that’s the word for “Oh the happiness.” 

 

Psalm 1:1, 2 

 

Blessed is the man that walks not  

in the counsel of the ungodly  

nor stands in the way of sinners.  

But his delight is in the law of the Lord. 

 

 “Blessed is the man whom God corrects; so do not despise the 
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discipline of the Almighty.” 

 

Hebrews 12:11 

 

All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but 

sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards 

it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness. 

 

But what do you do when you know you’re honest? What do 

you do when you don’t have anything that’s accusing your 

conscience? What do you do when you’re in the middle of the 

arena of suffering and there is no human viable reason for it 

and all of your friends are shouting, “You’re a sinner!” 

 

It only adds to the suffering! You’re not going to somebody and 

tell them that.  That’s going to hurt just as bad if you aren’t 

careful.  

 

Through this series of studies we should learn how to comfort 

hurting people and how careful we must be in the way we 

minister.  

 

v. 18 For he wounds, but he also binds up; he injures, 

but his hands also heal.  

 

“He wounds, but he also binds up; he injures, but his hands 

also heal.” 

 

The Lord says: 
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Ezekiel 34:15, 16 

 

I tend my sheep and I have them lie down, declares the 

Sovereign Lord. I will search for the lost and bring back the 

strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but 

the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the 

flock with justice. 

 

Yes, He is a Shepherd.  

 

“Job, if you’d confess your sin, if you’d cooperate with God’s 

discipline because of this sin in your life we could get this 

thing behind us.” 

 

v. 19 From six calamities he will rescue you; in seven no 

harm will befall you.  

 

“From six calamities he will rescue you Job; in seven no harm 

will befall you.” 

 

v. 20 In famine he will ransom you from death, and in 

battle from the stroke of the sword.  

 

“In famine he will ransom you from death, and in battle from 

the stroke of the sword.” 

 

There are SEVEN big “I WILL”s.  

 

Notice these words “You will.” This is like Eliphaz has 

explained the whole situation and he’s at a great moment of 
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triumph. He’s climbed the mountain in his speech, with his 

ten commands, the careful confrontation and the solution to 

the whole problem. Now he’s going to sing the glorious 

Doxology and Job is going to rise up from the ash heap and be 

a brand new man because of Eliphaz.  

 

That’s the way you feel. Seven “YOU WILL”s. 

 

Number 1: 

 

v. 21 You will be protected from the lash of the tongue, 

and need not fear when destruction comes.  

 

“You will be protected from the lash of the tongue, and you 

will need not fear when destruction comes.” 

 

He needs to be “protected from the lash of the tongue.” 

Eliphaz, you just wish he’d have a double hamstring of the 

tongue. That would solve the whole problem right here. 

 

Number 2: 

 

v. 22 You will laugh at destruction and famine, and 

need not fear the beasts of the earth.  

 

“You will laugh at destruction and famine, and need not fear 

the beasts of the earth.” 

 

Number 3: 
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v. 23 For you will have a covenant with the stones of 

the field, and the wild animals will be at peace with 

you.  

 

“For you will have a covenant with the stones of the field, and 

the wild animals will be at peace with you.” 

 

Number 4 and number 5: 

 

v. 24 You will know that your tent is secure; you will 

take stock of your property and find nothing 

missing.  

 

“You will know that your tent is secure; you will take stock of 

your property and find nothing missing.” 

 

What a shot.  

 

Number 6: 

 

v. 25 You will know that your children will be many, 

and your descendants like the grass of the earth.  

 

“You will know that your children will be many, and your 

descendants like the grass of the earth.” 

 

All ten kids gone. He’s going to have to start all over if that’s 

going to be true. What a cheap shot, man. That was a very ill-

timed statement at this point.  

 

C
opyright ©

 2022 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



38 

 

You might have heard people say, “You know, isn’t it 

wonderful that you still have two left? Even though you lost 

one, you still have two. You’ll just have to love them more 

because the other one is now in heaven.” 

 

That doesn’t bring very much comfort, especially if you’ve 

walked through something like this with some dear friends 

who’ve lost a child—the sadness, the hurt, the brokenness. 

 

Number 7: 

 

v. 26 You will come to the grave in full vigor, like 

sheaves gathered in season.  

 

“You will come to the grave in full vigor, like sheaves gathered 

in season.” 

 

So you get the impact of that, listen to the “you will” parts of 

it: 

 

1. “You will be protected from the lash of the tongue,” 

 

2. “You will laugh at the destruction and famine,” 

 

3. “You will have a covenant with the stones of the field,” 

 

4. “You will know your tent is secure,” 

 

5. “You will take stock of your prosperity and find nothing 

missing,” and 
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6. “You will know that your children will be many,” and 

 

7. “You will come to the grave in full vigor.” 

 

“You see Job, it’s all on you. When you make this turn-around 

and you do what I’m telling you to do, this is what God’s going 

to do. This is going to be the prosperity you’re going to 

experience from a change in your life!” 

 

Look at how he ends it in verse 27—good bye Eliphaz for a 

while. 

 

v. 27 We have examined this, and it is true. So hear it 

and apply it to yourself.”  

 

“We have examined this, and it is true. So hear it and apply it 

to yourself.”’ 

 

 “We have examined this”—what does he mean by “We?” 

 

 “We have examined this, and it is true.” 

 

What does he mean by “We”? Eliphaz is a spokesman for the 

other two guys, and you’re going to see when they start to 

speak they’re only going to get worse with some of the same 

line of thinking. 

 

Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar probably spent their evenings 

talking over what they were going to say to Job. Eliphaz gets 
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to speak first because he’s the oldest.  

 

He’s saying: “We have examined this and all three of us took a 

vote on it, and it’s true. And so all you’ve got to do Job is hear 

it and apply it to yourself.” 

 

James 1:22 

 

Be a doer of the word, and not a hearer only, deceiving your 

own self. 

 

“Job, buck up! Bow your neck man! You have a great future! 

Pull yourself together! Take responsibility for your faults! Just 

remember, Job, things are going to get better! Let’s sing the 

Doxology one more time! I have the truth so you might as well 

face up to it and act accordingly.” 

 

Mark Twain said it so well: 

 

“The big difference between the almost right word and the 

right word is really a large matter—‘tis the difference between 

the lightning bug and the lightning.” 

(source unknown)  

 

 (How to Talk So People Will Listen by Steve Brown) 

 

Did you hear about the famous, egotistic author who said to 

his friend, “We have only been talking about me. Let’s talk 

about you. What did you think of my latest book?” 

p. 72-73 
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That’s exactly how we feel about Eliphaz. 

 

We get 10 lessons from our study: 

 

Lesson #1: One of the best things we can do for a person 

experiencing deep grief is to be silent. 

 

Lesson #2: It certainly does not help someone who is suffering 

to tell them to practice what they preach. 

 

Lesson #3: To be discouraged and dismayed in a time of 

trouble is not what the Lord would want from us, but too often 

it’s the case of the grieving process. 

 

Lesson #4: The two things you need the most in suffering is 

confidence and hope. 

 

Lesson #5: Assumptions as to the cause of someone else’s 

suffering can be devastating. 

 

Lesson #6: Be very careful how you respond to someone who 

says, “I have a word for you from the Lord.” 

 

Lesson #7: It is really not very helpful to tell someone what 

you would do in their situation. 

 

Lesson #8: God does discipline and deliver His children in 

adversity. 
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Lesson #9: If there is unjudged sin in our lives, the safest 

thing to do is to cooperate with God’s discipline. 

 

Lesson #10: We must be very sensitive to satanic counterfeits 

when it comes to visions, dreams, and direct mandates. 

 

Guy Doud has written a book called Joy in the Journey. Let’s 

conclude with a few statements from him: 

 

(Joy in the Journey by Guy Rice Doud) 

 

I do not pray for a life untouched by pain, 

or a soul unvisited by trial. 

I do not ask for health for all my days, 

or years that bring only smiles. 

 

I do not desire riches beyond compare, 

or a life in which I know no need. 

I do not ask for the applause of men, 

or fame that comes from noble deeds. 

 

I but ask that You would keep me looking up, 

keep me humble, keep me true. 

I but ask that You would always do Your will, 

no matter what I beg of You. 

 

Though I may plead and desperate seem, 

and of you selfish things I heed; 

Oh, Lord, do not give me what I want 

give me what You know I need! 
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For I’ve lived long enough, Oh, Lord, 

I know I know not what is best. 

The faith that works, the faith that grows, 

is the faith that stands the test! 

p. 97   

 

A sovereign God who is sitting there delighting over human 

suffering is totally foreign to the concept of scripture. This is 

what Guy Doud says: 

 

(Joy in the Journey by Guy Rice Doud) 

 

 Can you picture this? You are sitting on Death Row. In 

just a few minutes you’ll be strapped in that electric chair and 

the executioner will flip the switch that will cause your blood 

to boil. The chaplain enters your cell. He prays with you for 

the salvation of your soul. The warden appears and tells you it 

is time to go. You rise from your bunk and walk down the 

lonely hall to the room where the chair waits. They strap you 

in. All the electrodes are in place. The doctor and the 

mortician wait behind the glass. This is it. 

 “Any final words?” The warden asks. 

 You want to explain that you don’t know why you did so 

many of the horrible things you did. But the time for excuses 

is past. You want to ask for one more chance, but you’ve 

exhausted your supply of chances. This is it. 

 The executioner puts his hand on the switch. You close 

your eyes. You grit your teeth. Your body is tense. Your heart 

beats rapidly. A million thoughts go through your mind. Then 
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you hear the voice: “Stop! Stop this execution! Let him go free! 

His debt has been paid! There is no condemnation of this man. 

He has been completely forgiven.” 

 You open your eyes and there stands Jesus. You’ve never 

seen such love in anyone’s eyes. There are scars on His head 

from the thorns and holes through His hands from the nails, 

but oh, the love in His eyes! 

 The prison guards quickly remove the wires. They undo 

the straps. Is this a dream? No, there stands Jesus with love 

in His eyes. He holds out His hand. “Come, put your hand in 

mine. Walk with me.” 

pp. 159-60   

 

Eliphaz has no place for grace in everything he said. God is a 

God of grace and He did endure suffering that we might not 

have to experience eternal suffering. 

 

Father, if there is someone that has yet to come to Jesus 

Christ, may they take Your extended hand . May they open 

the door of their lives and discover the thrill of a relationship 

with Christ. Father, we know there are those who are 

suffering and they don’t need any explanation, they just need 

a hug and some encouragement, some sense of support, some 

words of wanting to be close and to be available. God teach us 

how to comfort the afflicted. Teach us how to bring healing. 

Father, the cry of so many who suffer is, is there no balm of 

Gilead? Is there no healing, is there no comfort? We thank 

You that You have placed us here as believers to be that to 

others. And too many times we’re like Eliphaz and we ask You 

to forgive us. We pray that we would be challenged by this 
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passage to reflect back on what we’ve read and that You would 

use this study to make us better comforters. In Jesus’ name 

we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of JOB 

 

Persevere and Press On 

 

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering” 

 

Study Number Three – Job 4:1-5:27  

            NOTES 
Eliphaz 

v. 1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:  

v. 2 “If someone ventures a word with you, will you be impatient? 

But who can keep from speaking?  

v. 3 Think how you have instructed many, how you have 

strengthened feeble hands.  

v. 4 Your words have supported those who stumbled; you have 

strengthened faltering knees. 

v. 5 But now trouble comes to you, and you are discouraged; it 

strikes you, and you are dismayed.  

v. 6 Should not your piety be your confidence and your blameless 

ways your hope? 

v. 7 Consider now: Who, being innocent, has ever perished? Where 

were the upright ever destroyed?  

v. 8 As I have observed, those who plow evil and those who sow 

trouble reap it. 

v. 9 At the breath of God they are destroyed; at the blast of his 

anger they perish.  

v. 10 The lions may roar and growl, yet the teeth of the great lions 

are broken.  

v. 11 The lion perishes for lack of prey, and the cubs of the lioness 

are scattered.  

v. 12 A word was secretly brought to me, my ears caught a whisper 

of it.  

v. 13 Amid disquieting dreams in the night, when deep sleep falls 

on men,  

v. 14 fear and trembling seized me and made all my bones shake. 
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            NOTES 
v. 15 A spirit glided past my face, and the hair on my body stood 

on end.  

v. 16 It stopped, but I could not tell what it was. A form stood 

before my eyes, and I heard a hushed voice:  

v. 17 ‘Can a mortal be more righteous than God? Can a man be 

more pure than his Maker?  

v. 18 If God places no trust in his servants, if he charges his angels 

with error,  

v. 19 how much more those who live in houses of clay, whose 

foundations are in the dust, who are crushed more readily than a 

moth! 

v. 20 Between dawn and dusk they are broken to pieces; unnoticed, 

they perish forever.  

v. 21 Are not the cords of their tent pulled up, so that they die 

without wisdom?’  

5:v. 1 Call if you will, but who will answer you? To which of the 

holy ones will you turn?  

v. 2 Resentment kills a fool, and envy slays the simple.  

v. 3 I myself have seen a fool taking root, but suddenly his house 

was cursed.  

v. 4 His children are far from safety, crushed in court without a 

defender.  

v. 5 The hungry consume his harvest, taking it even from among 

thorns, and the thirsty pant after his wealth.  

v. 6 For hardship does not spring from the soil, nor does trouble 

sprout from the ground.  

v. 7 Yet man is born to trouble as surely as sparks fly upward. 

v. 8 But if it were I, I would appeal to God; I would lay my cause 

before him.  

v. 9 He performs wonders that cannot be fathomed, miracles that 

cannot be counted.  

v. 10 He bestows rain on the earth; he sends water upon the 

countryside. 

v. 11 The lowly he sets on high, and those who mourn are lifted to 

safety.  

v. 12 He thwarts the plans of the crafty, so that their hands 

achieve no success.  

v. 13 He catches the wise in their craftiness, and the schemes of 

the wily are swept away.  
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            NOTES 
v. 14 Darkness comes upon them in the daytime; at noon they 

grope as in the night.  

v. 15 He saves the needy from the sword in their mouth; he saves 

them from the clutches of the powerful.  

v. 16 So the poor have hope, and injustice shuts its mouth.  

v. 17 Blessed is the man whom God corrects; so do not despise the 

discipline of the Almighty.  

v. 18 For he wounds, but he also binds up; he injures, but his 

hands also heal.  

v. 19 From six calamities he will rescue you; in seven no harm will 

befall you.  

v. 20 In famine he will ransom you from death, and in battle from 

the stroke of the sword.  

v. 21 You will be protected from the lash of the tongue, and need 

not fear when destruction comes.  

v. 22 You will laugh at destruction and famine, and need not fear 

the beasts of the earth.  

v. 23 For you will have a covenant with the stones of the field, and 

the wild animals will be at peace with you.  

v. 24 You will know that your tent is secure; you will take stock of 

your property and find nothing missing.  

v. 25 You will know that your children will be many, and your 

descendants like the grass of the earth.  

v. 26 You will come to the grave in full vigor, like sheaves gathered 

in season.  

v. 27 We have examined this, and it is true. So hear it and apply it 

to yourself.” 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Job 4:1-5:27 and in your own words pull out the main 

thought of this passage. 
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2. What question does Eliphaz ask of Job in chapter 4:2? 

 

 

 

 

3. How has Job responded to his difficulties, according to 

Eliphaz in verse 5? 

 

 

 

 

4. What should be Job’s confidence and hope, according to 

verse 6? 

 

 

 

 

5. What is the observation of Eliphaz, according to verse 8? 

 

 

 

 

6. What kills a fool and slays the simple, according to chapter 

5:2? 
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7. How does Eliphaz feel about man in general, according to 

verse 7? 

 

 

 

 

8. What does Eliphaz feel that Job should do, according to 

verses 8 & 9? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: One of the best things we can do for a person 

experiencing deep grief is to be silent. 

 

LESSON #2: It certainly does not help someone who is 

suffering to tell them to practice what they preach. 

 

LESSON #3: To be discouraged and dismayed in a time of 

trouble is not what the Lord would want from us. 

 

LESSON #4: The two things you need the most in suffering is 

confidence and hope. 

 

LESSON #5: Assumptions as to the cause of someone else’s 

suffering can be devastating. 

 

LESSON #6: Be very careful how you respond to someone who 

says, “I have a word for you from the Lord.” 

 

LESSON #7: It is really not very helpful to tell someone what 

you would do in their situation. 

 

LESSON #8: God does discipline and deliver His children in 

adversity. 
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LESSON #9: If there is unjudged sin in our lives, the safest 

thing to do is to cooperate with God’s discipline. 

 

LESSON #10: We must be very sensitive to satanic 

counterfeits when it comes to visions, dreams, and direct 

mandates. 
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