A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Four — Job 6:1-7:21

William Cook 1in his book Success, Motivation, and the
Scriptures says:

(Success, Motivation, and the Scriptures by William H. Cook)

A man 1s going nowhere as long as he lives in the realm of the
conditional. His vocabulary will be full of words like “if,”

“provided,” “in case,” “if so,” “unless,” “in the event of” until
someone may well want to stop and ask, “Sir, 1s God dead?”

Why do you say, “If God can use me.” Didn’t God use a rod, a
jaw-bone, five small stones, a handful of o1l and a little meal,
five barley loaves and [a couple of] fishes?

p. 98

So many times in our lives when we face impossible
circumstances we become overwhelmed and there are a lot of

1f’s and conditional phrases that occur in our vocabulary.

Guy Doud in his book Joy in the Journey says:



(Joy in the Journey by Guy Rice Doud)

One of the things I know is that there are no easy
answers—no quick fixes. I also know you must never give up.
p. 14

When it comes to suffering we have learned so far in this
series that a friend by the name of Eliphaz believes that sin
equals suffering. And if you're suffering you reverse it—
suffering indicates that you’re living in sin.

Peter says:

1 Peter 4:12-19

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you,
which comes upon you for your testing, as though some
strange thing were happening to you; but to the degree that
you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that
also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with
exultation...

When we face adversity, Barbara Johnson says we always
have five steps that we go through, if we’re normal:

(Pack Up Your Gloomies in a Great Big Box, then Sit on the
Lid and Laugh! by Barbara Johnson)

FIRST, CHURN, a process I often liken to having your
insides ground up in a meat grinder, or having a knife
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plunged into your chest.

SECOND, WE BURN as the shock wears away and the
anger takes its place. We may want to kill someone—a child
who has caused us unbelievable pain, a drunk driver who has
killed a loved one, a spouse who has deserted us for another.
Whether we’re screaming in anger at the top of our lungs or
silently gnashing our teeth, the burning within is a

CONSUMING FIRE.

THIRD, WE YEARN [we yearn] for things to change. We
look to the happy past, the good old days when life was good
and God seemed close and our family gave us nothing but
blessings. But now the good old days are gone, and while we
know dwelling on the past is futile, we still do it anyway. The
yearning stage can last longer than any.

FOURTH, WE LEARN—a lot of things. We learn what wé
are really made of. We may learn from others, perhaps in a
support group. We discover that we are in a process of long,
slow growth. The spiritual values we’ve always taken for
granted ... have now become much more than nice theories. As
pain makes us more compassionate and more loving, we find
that our values are a real part of who we are, not something
we’d like to be.

... WE TURN our problems completely over to God. We
finally see that we can do a lot of thinking, feeling, and
talking, but only two words really help: “WHATEVER,
LORD!” Whatever God allows in our lives, He will get us
through it somehow, someway. No matter how ridiculous life
may be, we can hand it all to the One who 1s STILL in control.
pp. 64-6



She’s on track in what she says there in presenting a biblical
concept of suffering. Eliphaz is the first of the three
spokesmen—the three friends that have spoken to Job.

In the first study Job in one day lost all of his possessions and
his progeny. He lost all of his wealth, possessions and all of
his employees except for four. Tragically all ten of his
children were killed in a tornado.

Then shortly thereafter, we don’t know how long, Job was
afflicted physically. And on the ash heap his wife finally says,
“Job why are you maintaining your integrity? Why don’t you
curse God and die?”

That was the straw that broke the camel’s back. Episode 1
ended with the Lord saying, “Job did not accuse God of any
wrongdoing.”

In study #2 three of his business associates came with a two-
fold function. They wanted to sympathize and comfort Job.
When they came on this mission they sat there for seven days
because they were in total shock at Job’s condition. After
sitting there for seven days, Job finally breaks the silence and
says two things:

1. “I wish we could wipe my birthday off the map” and
2. “I wish I could die.”

That brought great comfort, didn’t it?
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Now Job having spoken, Eliphaz the senior spokesman speaks
in our last study. He basically taught the patriarchal
prosperity gospel.

RIGHTEOUSNESS equals RICHES.

SIN equals SUFFERING.

And if you're suffering, You have sinned. Eliphaz said, “You
know Job if you’ll just confess the sin, acknowledge 1it, deal
with 1t, we’re going to be great.” He ends singing the Doxologys

“If you will do this and if you’ll do that, everything’ll be
wonderful.” It’s like he has solved the whole problem. Now all
Job has to do i1s respond.

We'll learn in this study that Job 1s a long ways from
responding. We're going to realize that he is depressed and he
1s fuming. His emotions are about to explode. You know how
there 1s the straw that breaks the camel’s back? He’s there.
It’s like he’s ready to lose 1t all and you can tell by the words
he says—they’re volatile.

He’s no longer saying these wonderful words that he said right
after that first tragedy:

Job 1:21

“Naked I came from my mother’s womb; naked I will return.
5



Blessed is the name of the Lord. The Lord gave and the Lord
has taken away...

He’s not saying those kind of things. He’s come along in a
little bit of grief and now he’s into it pretty deep.

Job
v. 1 Then Job replied:
“Then Job replied:”

v. 2 “If only my anguish could be weighed and all my
misery be placed on the scales!

“If only my anguish could be weighed and all my misery be
placed on the scales!”

Now get the picture of their scales. On one side they put the

welght in and then they put what they were weighing in the

other side. And when they balanced, of course you’d have the
weight.

What he’s saying is, if I took all my anguish and all my misery
and I put it in one side of the scales, it’d be a heavy load. He’s
going to tell us just how heavy.

“If only my anguish”—that is the loss of his possessions and
progeny— ‘and all of my misery”—which would be his
personal, physical affliction that’s brought the mystery—
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“could be placed on the scales!”—on one side of the scales.

v. 3 It would surely outweigh the sand of the seas—no
wonder my words have been impetuous.

“It would surely outweigh the sand of the seas—no wonder my
words have been impetuous.”

If we took all the wet sand of all the seas and we put it on the
other side of the scale and we put his suffering in the other
side, all “the sand of the seas”™ —no matter how heavy that
stuff is—would not outweigh what he was going through.
What a load! There’s nothing heavier than wet sand.

So we can understand where he’s coming from. He 1s
overwhelmed and he says:

“no wonder my words have been impetuous.”

That Hebrew word means “furious.” That means no wonder
my words have been “hasty,” no wonder my words have been
“rashly impulsive.” He’s beginning to fail in his strength and
he’s starting to say some things that are rash.

Robert Foster said this:

How often have you seen a man failing in his strength?
The man of courage falls into the bog of discouragement;
the strong becomes weak; the heavyweight shrivels down to
nothingness; the Job goes from the heights to the depths.
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Ripe 1s such a man for a good case of despondency and
morbid depression. The devil’s stirring stick is a long one.
Satan knows the depths of the human heart...if stirred
sufficiently, he’ll find mud there!

(source unknown)

We're getting ready to see some of the depths to which Job has
gone. The words of Eliphaz have brought Job to the breaking
point. He feels like no one understands him. This i1s the straw
that broke the camel’s back. He’s ready to throw in the towel
and go to the house. It’s like i1t’s all over.

Now notice how he begins to describe it in verse 4. Here 1s a
new break in the argument.

v. 4 The arrows of the Almighty are in me, my spirit
drinks in their poison; God’s terrors are marshaled
against me.

“The arrows of the Almighty are in me,”

This 1s the first time he’s accused God of his suffering. He’s
putting God as the one who 1s responsible for the hurt and the
pain that he’s going through. He’s getting close. It’s almost
like he’s right there ready to curse God—which is what Satan
said he would do if he lost all these things. He’s almost there.
He’s blaming God for suffering.

“The arrows of the Almighty are in me, my spirit drinks in
their poison; God’s terrors are marshaled against me.”
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“God’s shooting poisoned arrows at me. The poison of those
arrows 1s poisoning my system.”

A lot of times in the scriptures we speak of “arrows” and the
“arrows” of God. We're going to see it in:

Job 16:12, 13

All was well with me, but he shattered me; he seized me by
the neck and crushed me. He made me his target; his archers
surround me. Without pity, he pierces my kidneys and spills
my gall on the ground.

In Lamentations Jeremiah felt the same thing. He said:

Lamentations 3:12, 13

He drew his bow

and he made me the target of his arrows.
He pierced my heart

with arrows from his quiver.

Now we’ve come to the place where Job has begun to change.
It’s no longer these victorious words of “the Lord has given

and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the
Lord.” (ref. Job 1:21)

Now sorrow and suffering have done their devastating work in
this man’s heart. Things are beginning to change for this
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righteous and upright man.

A lot of the change has come because of what Eliphaz said in
our last study. But also time because he’s been here for a quite
a while.

Andrew Murray said:

“Every loss 1s meant to be filled up by His presence; every
sorrow 1s meant to make His fellowship more [sweet] to us.”
God was trying to make His presence real to Job.

(source unknown)

Job wasn’t aware of it. And certainly in the depths of
discouragement and depression he’s not aware.

Job’s getting ready to ask TWENTY-THREE QUESTIONS in
the remainder of the talk. You can just track his mind and his
thinking with the questions that he’s going to ask—one right
after another.

He starts out with the ANIMAL KINGDOM.

v. 5 Does a wild donkey bray when it has grass, or an ox
bellow when it has fodder?

“Does a wild donkey bray when it has grass, or an ox bellow
when 1t has fodder?”

Does a donkey or an ox make weird noises when it has
10



adequate provision? All Job is saying, “I wouldn’t complain of
this situation if it was normal.”

Basically Job says, “If I had everything it’d be okay. If I had
everything that I needed I wouldn’t be complaining. But since
I don’t, it’s alright for me to holler and howl right now. I've
been unjustly treated.”

v. 6 Is tasteless food eaten without salt, or is there
flavor in the white of an egg?

“Is tasteless food eaten without salt, or 1s there flavor in the
white of an egg?”

Food without some salt 1s tasteless. There’s no “flavor in the
white of an egg.”

Ray Stedman put it this way:

“You never hear an animal complain,” Job says, “when he
1s well fed and taken care of... You cannot take that which 1s
tasteless and loathsome without trying to improve it with salt;
or something. So I have a right to complain. ... Many people
talk that way; many feel that if God sends them tribulation,
they have a right to tribulate!

(source unknown)

Job’s tribulating a little. He’s just angry. He’s howling and
hollering here a little bit.
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v. 71 refuse to touch it; such food makes me ill.
“I refuse to touch 1t; such food makes me 11l.”
George Bush once said:

“Read my lips, I don’t like broccoli.”
(source unknown)

There 1t 1s. Job 1s sick and tired of the struggle and he doesn’t
want to go any further. That’s the bottom line.

v. 8 Oh, that I might have my request, that God would
grant what I hope for,

“Oh, that I might have my request, that God would grant
what I hope for,”

What is that? We already heard him say in one of our previous
studies: “I wish my birthday would be taken off the calendar
and I wish I could die.” Now he’s coming back to that. Here 1s
his despair and suffering.

v. 9 that God would be willing to crush me, to let loose
his hand and cut me off!

“that God would be willing to crush me, to let loose his hand
and cut me off!”

If God would just do it! Job sees his life in the hands of a
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sovereign God. Whatever comes into that life is part of God’s
plan and purpose and he would not interfere with God’s plan
no matter how difficult it became.

The next move 1s 1n God’s court, not Job’s court—to alleviate
the suffering and to take his life. It’s contrary to the mandate
of scripture with regard to the value of human life to think
these kind of things.

He’s saying, “I just wish that God would be willing to crush
me like 1t happened to my kids in the tornado and to let loose.”

That word means to “set free.” “Cut me off” is a weaver cutting
off the thread after he’s finished his weaving. Let the Lord do
that and Job is ready. He wants to die.

Are there other individuals in scripture that are powerful
1llustrations of people who have been successful and still
wanted to die?

The greatest illustration is Elijjah. He is on Mount Carmel and
he calls fire out of heaven. The rain comes down, he runs a
marathon in front of Ahab’s chariot to Jezreel. Then Jezebel
sends a telegram and says by tomorrow you're going to be
dead because there’s nobody eating at my table and you're
responsible for it.

Remember what he does? He’s afraid and he runs. He runs all

the way to Beersheba and then he runs out into the

wilderness, throws himself under a juniper tree and says, “I'm
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only left to serve you and I’'m not worthy to stay alive. I want
to die. I've had enough Lord. Here’s my prophet’s badge, I'm
coming in. I don’t want to live anymore.” (see 1 Kings 19:3-5)

In the midst of exhaustion and suffering, these are the ways
we speak to God about solving the dilemma of our suffering
and difficulties.

Verse 10—this i1s the reason he says that. This is a very noble
and a very high cause. You’d miss it if you don’t look
carefully.

This should motivate us to be the kind of person who, with the
apostle Paul, can say, “I fought a good fight, I finished the
course, I kept the faith. I want to break the tape. I want to rus
a good race and above all, I want to finish he course.” (see 2
Timothy 4:7)

Now look what he says:

v. 10 Then I would still have this consolation—my joy in
unrelenting pain—that I had not denied the words
of the Holy One.

“Then I would still have this consolation—"

There’s just one thing left that I can really hang onto:

“my joy in unrelenting pain—that I had not denied the words

of the Holy One.”
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What a tremendous, powerful motivation. Even in the pit of
discouragement and despair we see that little glimmer of
light. Still in the crucible of suffering, he still wants to please
the Lord. If the Lord would just smash him right now, take his
life, he’d have one consolation. And that is, he didn’t deny “the
words of the Holy One.”

In other words, he finished strong. He would be innocent of
defying God.

He’s hanging by a slender thread. It’s like he wants a speedy
end to his life because he can’t maintain right behavior much
longer. “It’s hurting too badly. I'm spent. I'm burnt out. I'm
used up. I've been drenched with the grace of exhaustion and
the ecstasy of knowing I'm worthy to receive it. I have just had
it and I can’t go any further. I don’t want to quit before I
finish. I want to finish well.”

Now notice that he’s been spent by the next words that he
says. Questions 3 and 4 are in verse 11.

v. 11 What strength do I have, that I should still hope?
What prospects, that I should be patient?

“What strength do I have, that I should still hope? What
prospects, that I should be patient?”

He focuses on TWO WORDS—"strength” and “prospects.”
Those are the two things we need to get through difficulty.
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First of all, we need “strength” that is not our own.

Secondly, we need “hope” for the future. If we don’t have any
hope it’s like rolling over and saying I'm done.

Now with “strength” and “prospects” we can face anything
that life throws at us.

Meditate on these verses:

Isaiah 40:31

They that wait upon the Lord

shall renew their strength.

They shall mount up with wings as eagles;
they shall run and not be weary,

and they shall walk and not faint.

2 Corinthians 12:9

And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my
strength 1s made perfect in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore,
will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me.”

Philippians 4:13

I am ready for anything through the strength of the One who
indwells me.
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Colossians 1:11

Strengthen with all might according to His glorious power.

He’s famous for providing the strength and the grace to go
through life’s greatest adversities.

Job says, “What strength do I have, that I should still hope?
What prospects, that I should be patient?”

The future has been wiped out! There’s nothing to look
forward to.

v. 12 Do I have the strength of stone? Is my flesh
bronze?

“Do I have the strength of stone? Is my flesh bronze?”
“Stone” and “bronze” are the symbols of strength. Basically
what he’s saying is, “I'm not like a truck. I'm not a rock and I
don’t have the hide of a rhinoceros. I can’t take it! I'm weak!
I've lost my strength and I'm not like that.”

Question #7:

v. 13 Do I have any power to help myself, now that
success has been driven from me?
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“Do I have any power to help myself, now that success has
been driven from me?”

“I spent it all! There’s nothing left! I don’t have any resources
to draw upon.”

Stedman says it so well:

“I have no strength to handle this. What does God think I
am made of, stone or bronze, that he subjects me to all this?”
Have you ever felt that way? Have you ever said, “Lord, you
promised that you would not tempt me above that which I'm
able to bear, and Lord, we went [past] that point weeks ago!”
But God knows us better than we know ourselves. He knows
how much we can take. So Job’s cry goes unanswered.

(source unknown)

Barbara Johnson says it so well:

(Pack Up Your Gloomies in a Great Big Box, then Sit on the
Lid and Laugh! by Barbara Johnson)

Have you ever felt

that even though
you’re taking things

“one day at a time”...
1t’s about twenty-four hours

more than you can take?
p. 141
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Just when I was getting used to yesterday,
along came today.

p. 141

Isaiah 43:2 1s still in the Bible:

Isaiah 43:2

When you pass through the waters,

I will be with you;

and when you walk through the rivers,
they’ll not sweep over you.

And when you walk through the fire,
you won't be burned,;

neither will the flame kindle upon you.

Now look at what he says in verse 14. This i1s a backhanded
slap, not only at Eliphaz but all three of these guys. He knows
that Eliphaz is only the opening missile. We're going to hear
from Bildad next and Zophar a few studies down the line.

v. 14 A despairing man should have the devotion of his
friends, even though he forsakes the fear of the
Almighty.

“A despairing man should have the devotion of his friends,
even though he forsakes the fear of the Almighty.”

Here he’s lost his possessions, he’s lost his progeny, he’s been
physically afflicted, his wife says “curse God and die,” and
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then comes three noble business associates walking toward
him.

What do you think he’s feeling? “Oh there’s just a glimmer of
hope for me! These three guys cared enough to come!”

Then they do this to him! And he’s disappointed again. But we
get the feeling of how he fed on their presence. He’s not
getting the love and the loyalty he thought he was going to
get. He has no resources left himself and now it’s like his
friends come to him and say, “Here’s a quarter. Call someone
who cares.”

Do you remember how you’ve felt when that happened to you?
It’s those things that bring us to the devastating point that
nobody really cares that we exist and we’re finished—we’re
through, we’re done.

Here’s poor Job.

v. 15 But my brothers are as undependable as
intermittent streams, as the streams that overflow

“But my brothers are as undependable as intermittent
streams, as streams that overflow”

v. 16 when darkened by thawing ice and swollen with
melting snow,

“when darkened by thawing ice and swollen with melting
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snow,”

v. 17 but that cease to flow in the dry season, and in the
heat vanish from their channels.

“but that cease to flow in the dry season, and in the heat
vanish from the channels.”

These guys can refresh everybody, just like a stream when thé
melting snow fills up to its banks. But then the time comes
when the heat’s on and they dry up. They're nothing! They
won’t even sympathize with them. There’s nothing there.

All Job needs is a real cool drink of encouragement and he’s
not getting it. Job is a lot like David.

Remember when David was in the cave of Adullam and he
was so thirsty? He turned to his men and he said, “Oh 1f I
could just have a drink of Pierre from the well at Bethlehem!”
Remember that?

And what do those three guys do? They take off and they go
through Philistine lines, enemy lines, and they go to the well
at Bethlehem, draw the water and bring it back to David. He
1s so overwhelmed he won’t even drink it. Out of their love and
devotion, these three men risked their lives. He poured it out

as an offering to the Lord because of what they’d done. (see 1
Chronicles 11:17-19)

Do you see the difference? That’s three loyal friends that’ll
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spill their guts for David, but here are three friends that are
going to spill Job’s blood before it’s over. They’re so
confrontational, arrogant and they have all the answers. If
you think Eliphaz was bad, in our next study we’ll see Bildad
the Shuhite. That’s about right—he 1s “shoe height.” He’s a
shorty when it comes to understanding what’s going on the
scripture.

v. 18 Caravans turn aside from their routes; they go up
into the wasteland and perish.

“Caravans turn aside from their routes; they go up into the
wastelands and perish.”

These caravans come through in the desert and they’re
looking for water and they think they have a track on it. When
they get into the wilderness it’s just a dry riverbed.

v. 19 The caravans of Tema look for water, the traveling
merchants of Sheba look in hope.

“The caravans of Tema look for water, the traveling
merchants of Sheba look in hope.”

We have two KEY WORDS 1n verse 20. Can you pick them
out?

v. 20 They are distressed, because they had been
confident; they arrive there, only to be
disappointed.
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“They are distressed, because they had been confident; they
arrive there, only to be disappointed.”

“You see my three friends—Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar—I
expected to get a real cool encouragement drink from you of
sympathy and instead I'm distressed and disappointed.”

We have two words in verse 20 that describe exactly how Job
feels.

1. He’s “distressed” because he thought they were going to
bring some refreshing comfort and some solace in his
difficulties.

2. He’s deeply “disappointed” in the fact that they didn’t come
to bring him comfort.

You expect that when somebody comes and you're just
hanging on, they're going to give you some help, some comfort;
some encouragement, and some hope so that you can go on
and keep on keeping on.

v. 21 Now you too have proved to be of no help; you see
something dreadful and are afraid.

“Now you too have proved to be of no help; you see something
dreadful and are afraid.”

“There’s a reason I'm distressed because you come in here and
23



you haven’t been helpful! A lot of help you are! Thanks a lot!”
This 1s what he’s saying to them.

“you see something dreadful and are afraid.”

Nothing’s more devastating than when your friends forsake
you? Or when your friends aren’t true to you, or when they’re
not loyal, or when they use you and then pitch you like a used
Kleenex. It hurts in interpersonal relationships when it’s like
that.

Guy Doud describes one of the most tear-jerking little stories
about a friend and a set of circumstances. Listen to this:

(Joy in the Journey by Guy Rice Doud)

When I was about eight or nine years old, Johnny was my
best friend in the neighborhood. I had the most fun when we
were playing together. Johnny was being raised by his
grandparents. I never thought anything of that at the time. I
never did learn what happened to Johnny’s mother.

One day Johnny told me that his father was coming to
visit him. He said his father lived in another state. A few days
later Johnny’s dad arrived driving a black Volkswagen “bug.” {
can still vividly picture the car because, as kids, we use to play
a game called “slug bug.” Whenever we saw a Volkswagen
“bug” we immediately would punch whoever was closest to us
and say, “Slug bug, out!” Our eyes were always open for
passing Volkswagen “bugs.” Now here was one parked right in
Johnny’s yard.
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After Johnny’s dad had been visiting for a few days, he
said that he would take Johnny and some of his friends to a
drive-in movie at the Rand Drive-in Theatre near Verndale. I
oot pretty excited about that. I loved going to the Rand, and I
thought it would be a lot of fun to go in the slug bug. But
Johnny didn’t invite me. He invited Steve and Rodney, two of
his other friends. I remember riding my bike home, feeling as
if the world had come to an end. Halfway home I could no
longer hold back the tears. They were flowing freely by the
time I walked through the back door of our house.

“What’s wrong, dear?” my mother asked immediately. I
explained it to her. “I want you to go back down to Johnny’s
house and ask him if you can go along, too.” She was emphatic
about it.

“I can’t do that,” I said.

“Yes, you can,” she answered. “I'm sure they’ll let you go.
He probably just forgot to ask you.”

“I can’t go and ask,” I said.

“Yes you can,” she said. “Go back down to Johnny’s house
right now and ask him. I'm sure they’ll let you go along.”

I wanted to go to the Rand with Johnny and his dad so
badly that I believed my mother and rode back down the block
to Johnny’s house. Johnny came to the door when I knocked.

I don’t think I've ever been as frightened as when I told
him, “My mom told me to ask you if I can go along to the Rand
Drive-In.”

“I'll go ask my dad.” Johnny said.

I stood on the step outside the screen door for what
seemed like 20 minutes before Johnny finally came back. “My
dad says there’s only room for three kids besides himself.
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There isn’t room for you.”

“Okay,” I said, but I don’t think I did a very good job of
hiding how deeply I was hurt. I couldn’t go home and tell my
mom. I was afraid she would call Johnny’s dad on the phone
and ask him herself. She couldn’t stand to see me hurt so and
would try anything to keep me from feeling pain. Ironically,
her actions often made the pain worse.

I was riding my bike down South Sixth Street on the way
to Miller’s store to buy some candy, when the black slug bug
went by. I pretended not to notice, but in it were Johnny, his
dad, Rodney, and Steve. The three Milky Way candy bars and
the bottle of Coke at Miller’s didn’t really do much to help the
pain. I felt so rejected.

I carried these feelings of rejection into adulthood. One
way to avoid being rejected 1s to avoid getting too close to
anyone. Only recently have I realized how unhealthy most of
my relationships have been and how hungry I was for genuine
friendships. Despite tremendous success and popularity in the
eyes of the world and even in the Christian community, I still
felt like the outsider wondering why there wasn’t room for me
in the slug bug.
pp. 106-8

Did you know that Jesus has a slug bug? He does, and He
has room enough 1in it for everybody!
p. 113

Guy Doud was saying it. A lot of times we really put our hope
and trust in friends and then they forsake us. Then we have to
come to this verse in 2 Corinthians:
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2 Corinthians 1:3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies and the God of all comfort;

“He 1s our refuge and strength...” (ref. Psalm 62:8). “Heis a
friend who sticks closer than a brother.” (ref. Psalm 18:24)

Now Job’s getting a little angry with his friends.

v. 22 Have I ever said, ‘Give something on my behalf,
pay a ransom for me from your wealth,

“Have I ever said, ‘Give something on my behalf, pay a ransom
for me from your wealth,”

v. 23 deliver me from the hand of the enemy, ransom
me from the clutches of the ruthless’?

“deliver me from the hand of the enemy, ransom me from the
clutches of the ruthless”?”

Question #8—he’s asking, “Did I ever ask you for anything?
Did I ever have to come to you and beg for something? Did I
ask you to give me anything? To pay a ransom for me? Deliver
me from the hand of my enemy or ransom me from the
clutches of the ruthless? I've never made any excessive
demands upon you.”
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Then we see his heart again. The thing you have to watch in
these studies 1s those little glimmers of his heart. You go back
to that statement where he wants to finish strong—that’s a
little glimmer of the man that’s still intact.

We see the level of his maturity in verse 24.

v. 24 Teach me, and I will be quiet; show me where I
have been wrong.

“Teach me, and I will be quiet; show me where I have been
wrong.”

“Eliphaz you said I'm living in sin and I have to deal with it!
Well then show me what it 1s! Get specific! I want the details
of how you see this. Where is the evidence for your idea that
I've sinned?”

v. 25 How painful are honest words! But what do your
arguments prove?

“How painful are honest words! But what do your arguments
prove?’—Question #9.

Just tell me the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth. I'll take the pain for the “honest words” of telling me
where I'm wrong.

v. 26 Do you mean to correct what I say, and treat the
words of a despairing man as wind?
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“Do you mean to correct what I say, and treat the words of a
despairing man as wind?”—Question #10.

What does he say about himself now?

First he says he was “distressed” and “disappointed” in verse
20. Now he’s “despairing.”

“Are you treating my words as so much hot air? Are you
thinking I'm just a bunch of wind filled with sound and fury
signifying nothing?”

I'm a “despairing man.”

v. 27 You would even cast lots for the fatherless and
barter away your friend.

“You would even cast lots for the fatherless and barter away
your friend.”

He gets a shot in doesn’t he? He says, “When 1t comes to you
guys, you've taken advantage.” There’s a mood of bitterness
here. It’s disappointment with unfulfilled loyalty on the part
of his friends.

v. 28 But now be so kind as to look at me. Would I lie to
your face?

“But now be so kind as to look at me. Would I lie to your face?”
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Ross Campbell says in disciplining kids you should get right
up in their face and make eye contact with them, and speak to
them eyeball to eyeball.

And that’s what Job’s saying: “Get in my face. Look in my eyes
and see if I'm lying. I'm telling you the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth, so help me God! Now look at me
and tell me would I lie to your face?”

Question #11:

v. 29 Relent, do not be unjust; reconsider, for my
integrity is at stake.

“Relent, do not be unjust; reconsider, for my integrity is at
stake.”

Would you men just reconsider? Would you relent what you're
doing? Would you reconsider it simply because of what?

“my integrity is at stake.”

That’s the third time. The Lord said, after that first series of
circumstances, Job still maintains his integrity. And then
remember what his wife said? “Job do you still maintain your
integrity? Curse God and die.”

Now what’s he saying? “You are about to ruin my integrity.
And please, my integrity is at stake in this so be careful in
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how you're handling me.”

v. 30 Is there any wickedness on my lips? Can my
mouth not discern malice?

“Is there any wickedness on my lips? Can my mouth not
discern malice?”

Question #12: “Is there any wickedness on my lips?”
Am I saying any words?

Question #13: “Can my mouth not taste malice in discerning
1t?”

The Hebrew word would be, “Can’t I taste 1t? Wouldn’t I know
1t 1f words of malice were coming forth from my lips?”

Now we move 1nto chapter 7.

7:v. 1 Does not man have hard service on earth? Are not
his days like those of a hired man?

“Does not man have hard service on earth? Are not his days
like those of a hired man?”

He starts out with a military word and he says: “Isn’t life here
on earth like military duty? Doesn’t a man have hard service

as a soldier?”
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Question #15: “Are not his days like those of a hired man?”

v. 2 Like a slave longing for the evening shadows, or a
hired man waiting eagerly for his wages,

“Like a slave longing for the evening shadows, or a hired man
waiting eagerly for his wages,”

Life 1s like a SOLDIER, it’s like the SERVANT, it’s like a
SLAVE, it’s like “a hired man waiting for his wages.”

Notice in verse 3 there are TWO KEY WORDS that give us a
little glimmer. We can track with him even in his
discouragement.

v. 3 so I have been allotted months of futility, and
nights of misery have been assigned to me.

“so I have been”—WHAT?—“allotted months of futility, and
nights of misery have been assigned to me.”

The words “allotted” and “assigned” tell you what?

God 1s the one who ALLOTS the circumstances. He ASSIGNS
the curriculum for our spiritual development. And those two
words are the most hopeful words in the study. He’s still
hanging onto the sovereignty of God who has “allotted” these
things as part of Job’s life and He’s “assigned” these days as
curriculum.
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How long this has been going on? You have the word
“months.” So do you understand why he’s where he is now? It’s
been quite a while since that first episode with that tragic loss
and then the physical affliction. We don’t know how long. We
only know that it’s been “months” and he has had “nights of
misery’ as part of his life.

The “futility” is emptiness. The “misery” is the trouble.

v. 4 When I lie down I think, ‘How long before I get up?’
The night drags on, and I toss till dawn.

“When I lie down I think, “How long before I get up?” The
night drags on, and I toss till dawn.”—Question #16.

He is in such misery and such conflict and turmoil he can’t
even turn it off and go to sleep. He graphically describes now
his physical condition. You almost want to pass over verse 5,
but he’s telling us exactly where he 1s physically.

v. 5 My body is clothed with worms and scabs, my skin
is broken and festering.

“My body is clothed with worms and scabs, my skin is broken
and festering.”

He is in deep trouble physically.
v. 6 My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, and

they come to an end without hope.
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“My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, and they come
to an end without hope.”

Now from verse 6 to the end of the chapter he’s talking to the
Lord. It’s like this is his final prayer to the Lord.

He says my life is like a “weaver’s shuttle,” it flies and it’s
finished.

Psalm 90:12

Teach us to number our days,
that we may gain a heart of wisdom.

Thomas Lister, that great old clock maker, always put this
little plaque on each of his grandfather clocks:

“Lo! Here I stand by thee upright

To give thee warning day and night;
For every tick that I do give

Cuts short the time thou hast to live.”
(source unknown)

A clock continues to tick on.
What does James say?

James 4:14
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Our life 1s like a vapor that appears for a little time then
passes away.

The subtly and blindness of Satan is what we have forever.
It’s the thought that we can just go on and everything will be
normal forever. But then comes that horrible time when, like
Job, it all happens in one day—suffering and adversity beyond
anything we could imagine.

v. 7 Remember, O God, that my life is but a breath; my
eyes will never see happiness again.

“Remember, O God, that my life is but a breath; my eyes will
never see happiness again.”

He’s really down. Do you see the difference between where he
1s and Eliphaz was in our last study?

Eliphaz says, “Man you’re going to have lots of children!
You're going to go to the grave in full vigor! You have some
exciting days ahead of you if you’ll just confess the sin and
deal with this problem Job.”

And now Job, as a suffering saint, is saying, “You know I
really don’t have any future.”

“my eyes will never see happiness again.”
Now notice the next verses because they’re just a continuation

of his prayer.
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v. 8 The eye that now sees me will see me no longer; you
will look for me, but I will be no more.

“The eye that now sees me will see me no longer; you will look
for me, but I will be no more.”

v. 9 As a cloud vanishes and is gone, so he who goes
down to the grave does not return.

“As a cloud vanishes and 1s gone, so he who goes down to the
grave does not return.”

v. 10 He will never come to his house again; his place
will know him no more.

“He will never come to his house again; his place will know
him no more.”

v. 11 Therefore I will not keep silent; I will speak out in
the anguish of my spirit, I will complain in the
bitterness of my soul.

“Therefore I will not keep silent; I will speak out in the
anguish of my spirit, I will complain in the bitterness of my
soul.”

What are your two words here?

1. “anguish” and
36



2. “bitterness.”
There 1s an “anguish in my spirit” and there’s a “bitterness in
my soul” because it seems like God, You are harassing me and

You're watching me and there’s no reason for it.

v. 12 Am I the sea, or the monster of the deep, that you
put me under guard?

“Am I the sea, or the monster of the deep, that you put me
under guard?”

Am I threatening Your sovereignty?
Question 17:

v. 13 When I think my bed will comfort me and my
couch will ease my complaint,

“When I think my bed will comfort me and my couch will ease
my complaint,”

v. 14 even then you frighten me with dreams and
terrify me with visions,

“even then you frighten me with dreams and terrify me with
visions,”
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v. 15 so that I prefer strangling and death, rather than
this body of mine.

“so that I prefer strangling and death, rather than this body of
mine.”

v. 16 I despise my life; I would not live forever. Let me
alone; my days have no meaning.

“I despise my life;”

He’s “distressed” and “disappointed” in Job 6:20. In verse 26
he’s “despairing,” and now in Job 7:16 he’s “despising” his life.

“I would not live forever. Let me alone; my days have no
meaning.”

Now here comes some critical questions at the end.

v. 17 What is man that you make so much of him, that
you give him so much attention,

“What 1s man that you make so much of him, that you give
him so much attention,”

v. 18 that you examine him every morning and test him
every moment?

“that you examine him every morning and test him every
moment?’—Question #18.
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v. 19 Will you never look away from me, or let me alone
even for an instant?

“Will you never look away from me, or let me alone even for an
instant?”’—Question #19.

“You hound, You harass and You haunt me. Won’t You just
leave me alone for a bit?”

Question #20:

v. 20 If I have sinned, what have I done to you, O
watcher of men? Why have you made me your
target? Have I become a burden to you?

“If I have sinned, what have I done to you, O watcher of men?”
Now the “WHAT” changes to “WHY":

“Why have you made me your target?’—for your poison

arrows— ‘Have I become a burden to you?”’—Questions 21 and
22.

Just before his surgery Dave Dravecky received a letter from a
oguy who was an agnostic and he included it 1n his book:

(When You Can’t Come Back by Dave & Jan Dravecky with
Ken Gire)

39



Dear Mr. Dravecky,

If there 1s a God who cares so much for you, why did he
allow you to have the surgery in the first place? I have lived
41 years 1n this old world and I have yet to see any piece of
genuine evidence that there is anything real about any
religious beliefs. God certainly does not love me and has never
done one single thing to express love to me. I have fought hard
for everything I have in life. Nobody cares about what
happens to me and I don’t care much what happens to anyone
else either. Can’t you see the truth that religion is nothing but
a crutch used by a lot of weaklings who can’t face reality and
that the church is nothing but a bunch of hypocrites who care
nothing for one another and whose “faith” extends not to their
actions or daily lives but is nothing more than a bunch of
empty phrases spouted off to impress others?

My son would have been thirteen years old next month.
He died at two-and-a-half months of age from crib death. How
can there be a god of any sort when such unfair, horrible
things happen every day? What have you got to say about that
Mr. Dravecky? Is a senseless, cruel tragedy the act of this
loving God you supposedly believe in?
pp. 144-45

There are a lot of people out there that feel just exactly that
same way.

v. 21 Why do you not pardon my offenses and forgive
my sins? For I will soon lie down in the dust; you

will search for me, but I will be no more.”
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“Why”—Ilast question—“do you not pardon my offenses and
forgive my sins?”

“You know Lord, if there 1s sin I'm ready to confess it and deal
with it. And then Lord, why don’t you pardon my offenses and
forgive my sins?”

“For I'm going to soon lie down in the dust; you will search for
me, and I will be no more.”

Hudson Armerding in his book Godly Leadership tells about
his last visit with Malcolm Muggeridge, the British journalist:
Muggeridge said in that last visit:

(The Heart of Godly Leadership by Hudson T. Armerding)

“I am going home to learn how to die.”
p. 197

Job feels, as he’s expressed it so clearly, that there really is no
hope for him and he 1s going to die. He’s seen the best that life
has to offer now and he’s getting very close.

There are ten lessons we get from our text.

Lesson #1: Job 1n this passage 1s distressed, disappointed,
despairing, and despising.

Lesson #2: Job would very much like to die, to bring an end to
his present misery.
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Lesson #3: Strength for the day and prospects for tomorrow
are the keys to longevity in life.

Lesson #4: Job’s suffering is intensified by the lack of love and
loyalty on the part of his friends.

Lesson #5: Job’s friends are like dried up streams instead of
refreshing encouragement.

Lesson #6: How painful are honest words.

Lesson #7: God’s sovereignty is seen in the allotment of
months and the assignment of misery.

Lesson #8: Job feels like his life 1s passing swiftly away
Lesson #9: Job has anguish of spirit and bitterness of soul.

Lesson #10: Job 1s so depressed that he despises his life, and
he would not live forever even if he could

If you faced eternity, do you have the comfort that you really
know Jesus Christ?

Jay Carty who played for the Los Angeles Lakers for a
number of years has written a book called Playing with Fire.
He says:

(Playing with Fire: Do Nice People Really Go to Hell? by Jay
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Carty)

John Gerstner has an interesting insight into classic
denial. He gets to the heart of the matter in a hurry:

Most people who are going to hell find it more comfortable to
deny that fact than admit it. Yet denying hell is one of the
main reasons they are going there. God can’t lie Himself, and
can’t stand the company of liars.

Their enemies assure them that they are not going to hell.
Their friends warn them that they are. Foolishly, they make
their enemies friends for telling them lies. They make their
friends enemies for telling them the truth, though with the
kind of friends they have, they need [any] enemies.

p. 54

Ken Gire 1n his book Intimate Moments with the Savior, as he
1s describing that thief on the cross who said “Remember me

when You come into your Kingdom,” says:

(Intimate Moments with the Savior by Ken Gire)

Dear Jesus,

Help me to look at you through the eyes of that thief on
the cross. And grant me the grace, I pray, to see in your eyes
the forgiveness that he saw.

For I, too, have stolen much. When I have gossiped, I have
taken from another’s reputation, and in the process, robbed
from my own. When I have raised my voice in anger, I have
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taken something away from peace. When I have aided and
abetted immoral thoughts, I have stolen from another’s
dignity, depreciating that person from a sacred object of your
love to a common object of my own lust. When I have hurt
someone’s feelings, I have taken something from that person’s
self-worth—something which might never be replaced,
something for which I might never be able to make restitutior:
When I have spoken the truth, but not in love, I have stolen
from your kingdom by pushing a soul, not closer, but farther
away from the borders of paradise.

Remember me, O King, a common thief.

I stand before you naked in the shame of a squandered
life—and I ask you to clothe me. I stand before you with a
gnawing hunger in my soul—and I ask you to feed me. I stand
before you thirsting for forgiveness—and I ask you to touch
but a drop of your tender mercies to my parched lips.

Grant me the grace to live such a life that when you do
remember me in your kingdom, O Lord, you may remember
me with a smile, and look forward to the day when I, too, will

be with you in paradise...
p. 110

Barbara Johnson says when it comes to facing the kind of
adversities that Job is facing, these are the things that we
need to say:

(Pack Up Your Gloomies in a Great Big Box, then Sit on the
Lid and Laugh! by Barbara Johnson)

No matter where I am blown or pushed,
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I will flourish!
Those with less strength would wilt and die

on the soil on which I now stand.
But because I DO love the Lord,
I WILL SURVIVE AND IMPROVE!

Others might expect me to wither,

But God expects me to bloom.
I will show them how tough I am—

I will bloom—IN AND OUT OF SEASON.
p. 118

C. S. Lewis suffered a lot when he lost his dear wife. As he
walked down the corridors of his own grief he said these
words:

“When I lay these questions before God I get no answer. But a
rather special sort of ‘No answer.” It 1s not the locked door. It
1s more like a silent, certainly not uncompassionate, gaze. As
though He shook His head not in refusal but waiving the
question. Like, ‘Peace, child; you don’t understand.”

(source unknown)

Many times when God 1s silent it’s just that there 1s a process
going on in our life that we wouldn’t understand even if we
had all the facts. And later on we’re going to know, but for
right now we'’re just going to need to trust Him.

Annie Johnson Flint wrote these words and it became a great
song:
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He giveth more grace when the burdens grow greater,
He sendeth more strength when the labors increase;
To added affliction He adds His mercies,

To multiplied trials His multiplied peace.

When we have exhausted our store of endurance,
When our strength has failed ere the day is half done,
When we reach the end of our hoarded resources

Our Father’s full giving 1s only begun.

His love has no limit, His grace has no measure,
His power no boundary known unto men;

For out of His infinite riches in Jesus

He gives and He gives and He gives again.
(source unknown)

Father, we realize we're dealing with the patriarch Job and
some of these great truths that come to us as believers on this
side of the Cross are resources that he didn’t have. Father
thank You that we can learn so much from walking with Job
through his adversity and pain, and through these friends
who tried to bring the suppositions that will bring Job out of
his suffering and back into a life of joy and blessing. Father we
pray that we’d have Your insight and Your mind. We pray if
we're discouraged and depressed and down and we really
despise our lives the way our lives are right now, that we
would learn to submit ourselves to Your sovereignty, knowing
that we can trust You as a loving Father to deal with us as
You would deal with sons and daughters. That You would
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accomplish Your good purpose of making us more like Christ if
we would just be receptive to the work You're performing in
our hearts. If there’s someone without the Christ, we pray
they would realize the dire circumstances in the straights that
they are in and they would soon flee to the Cross of Christ and
invite Jesus Christ into their lives to become their Savior. For
1t’s in His name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of JOB

Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Four — Job 6:1-7:21

NOTES
Job
v. 1 Then Job replied:
v. 2 “If only my anguish could be weighed and all my misery be
placed on the scales!
v. 3 It would surely outweigh the sand of the seas—no wonder my
words have been impetuous.
v. 4 The arrows of the Almighty are in me, my spirit drinks in
their poison; God’s terrors are marshaled against me.
v. 5 Does a wild donkey bray when it has grass, or an ox bellow
when it has fodder?
v. 6 Is tasteless food eaten without salt, or is there flavor in the
white of an egg?
v. 7 I refuse to touch it; such food makes me 1ll.
v. 8 Oh, that I might have my request, that God would grant what
I hope for,
v. 9 that God would be willing to crush me, to let loose his hand
and cut me off!
v. 10 Then I would still have this consolation—my joy in
unrelenting pain—that I had not denied the words of the Holy
One.
v. 11 What strength do I have, that I should still hope? What
prospects, that I should be patient?
v. 12 Do I have the strength of stone? Is my flesh bronze?
v. 13 Do I have any power to help myself, now that success has
been driven from me?
v. 14 A despairing man should have the devotion of his friends,
even though he forsakes the fear of the Almighty.
v. 15 But my brothers are as undependable as intermittent
streams, as the streams that overflow
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v. 16 when darkened by thawing ice and swollen with melting
Snow,

v. 17 but that cease to flow in the dry season, and in the heat
vanish from their channels.

v. 18 Caravans turn aside from their routes; they go up into the
wasteland and perish.

v. 19 The caravans of Tema look for water, the traveling
merchants of Sheba look in hope.

v. 20 They are distressed, because they had been confident; they
arrive there, only to be disappointed.

v. 21 Now you too have proved to be of no help; you see something
dreadful and are afraid.

v. 22 Have I ever said, ‘Give something on my behalf, pay a
ransom for me from your wealth,

v. 23 deliver me from the hand of the enemy, ransom me from the
clutches of the ruthless’?

v. 24 Teach me, and I will be quiet; show me where I have been
wrong.

v. 25 How painful are honest words! But what do your arguments
prove?

v. 26 Do you mean to correct what I say, and treat the words of a
despairing man as wind?

v. 27 You would even cast lots for the fatherless and barter away
your friend.

v. 28 But now be so kind as to look at me. Would I lie to your face?
v. 29 Relent, do not be unjust; reconsider, for my integrity is at
stake.

v. 30 Is there any wickedness on my lips? Can my mouth not
discern malice?

7:v. 1 Does not man have hard service on earth? Are not his days
like those of a hired man?

v. 2 Like a slave longing for the evening shadows, or a hired man
waiting eagerly for his wages,

v. 3 so I have been allotted months of futility, and nights of misery
have been assigned to me.

v. 4 When I lie down I think, ‘How long before I get up? The night
drags on, and I toss till dawn.

v. 5 My body is clothed with worms and scabs, my skin is broken
and festering.

v. 6 My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, and they come to
an end without hope.
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v. 7 Remember, O God, that my life is but a breath; my eyes will
never see happiness again.

v. 8 The eye that now sees me will see me no longer; you will look
for me, but I will be no more.

v. 9 As a cloud vanishes and is gone, so he who goes down to the
grave does not return.

v. 10 He will never come to his house again; his place will know
him no more.

v. 11 Therefore I will not keep silent; I will speak out in the
anguish of my spirit, I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.
v. 12 Am I the sea, or the monster of the deep, that you put me
under guard?

v. 13 When I think my bed will comfort me and my couch will ease
my complaint,

v. 14 even then you frighten me with dreams and terrify me with
visions,

v. 15 so that I prefer strangling and death, rather than this body of
mine.

v. 16 I despise my life; I would not live forever. Let me alone; my
days have no meaning.

v. 17 What is man that you make so much of him, that you give
him so much attention,

v. 18 that you examine him every morning and test him every
moment?

v. 19 Will you never look away from me, or let me alone even for an
instant?

v. 20 If I have sinned, what have I done to you, O watcher of men?
Why have you made me your target? Have I become a burden to
you?

v. 21 Why do you not pardon my offenses and forgive my sins? For
I will soon lie down in the dust; you will search for me, but I will
be no more.”
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QUESTIONS
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(?

1. Read Job 6:1-7:21 and in your own words pull out the main

thought of this passage.

3. How does Job describe his suffering, according to verse 4?
4. What 1s Job’s request, according to verses 8 & 9?
5. What should a despairing man have, according to verse 14

2. What does Job wish for in chapter 6:2?
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6. How does Job feel about his three friends, according to

verse 21?
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7. How does Job feel about life, according to chapter 7:6?
8. How does he feel about his life, according to verse 16?
9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?
10. What lesson have you learned from this study?
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Job in this passage 1s distressed, disappointed,
despairing, and despising.

LESSON #2: Job would very much like to die, to bring an end
to his present misery.

LESSON #3: Strength for the day and prospects for tomorrow
are the keys to longevity in life.

LESSON #4: Job’s suffering i1s intensified by the lack of love
and loyalty on the part of his friends.

LESSON #5: Job’s friends are like dried up streams instead of:
refreshing encouragement.

LESSON #6: How painful are honest words.

LESSON #7: God’s sovereignty is seen in the allotment of
months and the assignment of misery.

LESSON #8: Job feels like his life 1s passing swiftly away.

LESSON #9: Job has anguish of spirit and bitterness of soul.
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