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A Practical Study of JOB 

 

Persevere and Press On 

 

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering” 

 

Study Number Five – Job 8:1-22  

 

 

We’ve come to the fifth study and entering the stage is Bildad 

the Shuhite. Call him “Shorty.” He’s just a little guy. 

 

We’ve already met Eliphaz and now we’re going to meet 

Bildad the second friend. 

 

In the first study we saw Job have a traumatic series of losses 

all within a 24 hour period—all of his possessions, only four of 

his employees survived the situation, and all ten of his 

children were killed in a tragic tornado. Shortly thereafter he 

was attacked physically and we left him on the ash heap, not 

accusing God of any wrongdoing. 

 

Episode number two—four of his business associates come to 

see him but they’re so overwhelmed by the disaster that’s 

fallen upon Job they sit there in silence for seven days. Then 

Job says two things: 

 

1. “I wish my birthday could be wiped out” and 

 

2. “I wish I could die.”  
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In the third episode Eliphaz, who is the senior spokesman of 

these four men, gives his little speech. Basically his speech is 

summarized in, “Job you’re sinning, that’s why you’re 

suffering.” 

 

In our fourth episode we found Job hanging by a thread. It 

was like an emotional thread, but there were a couple of little 

glimmers. He was saying, “At least if I could die right now I 

could still die and not curse God or accuse Him.” It’s like he 

doesn’t know how long he can hang on. 

 

And then the second thing that came out is he’s still hanging 

onto the sovereignty of God. He says, “My lot has been 

assigned to me. This is what is happening to me.” And we 

learn that he has been going through this for several months. 

 

Bildad now takes center stage—the second of the friends. The 

heat is rising in the debate. There’s no sense in even 

considering the fact that Job is getting ready to be comforted. 

He’s now going to be confronted. Basically Bildad is going to 

be singing the same song, second verse. He’s going to take it 

from a different perspective.  

 

We could call Bildad, “Bildad the brutal” because he’s just 

that. He absolutely has no emotional bones in his body. It’s 

like he is going to fix it and: 

 

he is COLD,  
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he’s CREEDAL and  

 

he’s CONCISE.  

 

He’s suffering from HARDENING OF THE CATEGORIES. 

 

He is the kind of individual who would tell you there are 

certain inviolable laws that you live by and you never violate 

those laws. And X + Y always = Z and there’s no sense to even 

consider that there would be an exception. This is the way it 

is.  

 

It’s like Bildad’s put God in a box and he is going to vindicate 

God in this situation. He has nothing to think about what 

Job’s going through or what he’s going to try to do to meet 

Job’s real needs. 

 

The application of truth to life is a very dangerous thing.  

 

Now think about that. The application of truth to life is a very 

dangerous thing, especially if you are applying truth to 

somebody else’s life. It’s like you’re dialing up a verse to 

minister to somebody’s needs.  

 

Go very slow and be very careful because it’s very easy to 

miscalculate and to mess up. You talk about somebody really 

blowing it, wait until we get through our text. We’re going to 

have a sick feeling in the pit of our stomach to think that this 

guy can be so arrogant and so unfeeling. Mr. Fix it—Mr. 

Brutal—moves into the scene. He doesn’t say much. 
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Bildad—remember the application of truth to life is a 

dangerous situation. 

 

Bildad 

 

v. 1 Then Bildad the Shuhite replied:  

 

“Then Bildad the Shuhite replied:” 

 

v. 2 “How long will you say such things? Your words are 

a blustering wind.  

 

‘“How long will you say such things? Your words are a 

blustering wind.” 

 

Now he’s going to ask SEVEN QUESTIONS here and we 

always kind of track the questions through the passage 

because that helps get his train of thought. 

 

Question #1:  

“How long will you say such things?” 

 

He’s been sitting here listening to Job talk when he gave that 

first little speech in chapter 3. Then Eliphaz spoke and then 

he gave that exposition of chapters 6 and 7 that we looked at. 

Now it’s his turn to speak and he’s saying, “How long are you 

going to keep saying these things?” 

 

Then he turns to him and he says: 
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“Your words are a blustering wind.” 

 

“Job, you are full of hot air. These windy words of yours mean 

nothing!” 

 

The word “blustering” means “strong.” It means “abundant,” it 

means “forceful.” It means “continuous windstorm.” It’s like, 

“Job, your words are rash and they’re wild and they’re 

destructive like the windstorm that killed your ten kids.” 

 

So once again we come back to those thoughts. “You’re just a 

big wind and you’re blowing wildly and noisily and 

purposelessly and you’re rooting up the trees of tradition and 

you’re just wreaking havoc wherever you go! You’re making an 

assault on heaven with all of your wind.” 

 

A. B. Simpson, who founded the Christian Missionary 

Alliance, has now been with the Lord for a good number of 

years but left a legacy in many of his writings said this: 

 

“I would rather play with forked lightning or take in my hands 

live wires than speak a reckless word against any servant of 

Christ, or idly repeat the slanderous darts which thousands of 

Christians are hurling on others, to the hurt of their own souls 

and bodies.” 

 

It was Lady Bird Johnson who said: 

 

(Each Day a New Beginning. Edited by The Hazelden 
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Foundation) 

 

It’s odd that you can get so anesthetized by your own pain or 

your own problem that you don’t quite fully share the hell of 

someone close to you. 

2/11 

 

None of these guys ever pray with Job. Here are his 

buddies—none of them take the time to look at Job as a 

hurting man who’s been bereaved ten times! Or that he has 

a wife that tells him to curse God and die. He’s sitting there 

in loneliness and isolation and not one of the guys say, “Well 

before I have a word with you Job, let’s pray together.” Right 

out of the chute—my turn! BAM! You hot air, big wind. 

 

v. 3 Does God pervert justice? Does the Almighty 

pervert what is right?  

 

“Does God pervert justice? Does the Almighty pervert what is 

right?” 

 

Questions 2 and 3 are in verse 3 and the word that stands out 

in the text is repeated—“pervert.” 

 

What he’s getting ready to say is, “Job, if you are as innocent 

as you say you are and you don’t deserve this suffering, then 

God has perverted His program.” That’s the bottom line. 

 

He’s saying, “God has sure changed something just for you Job 

if this is true.”  
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He nails him with these two questions: 

 

Question #1: “Does God pervert justice?” 

 

NO, He doesn’t.  

 

Question #2: “Does the Almighty pervert what is right” to do 

this? 

 

The answer’s NO. 

 

The word “pervert” means “to twist,” “to bend,” “to make 

crooked.”  

 

Bildad is defending God’s upright management of the 

universe. In order to fit into what Job is saying, because Job is 

complaining about injustice in the way he’s being treated, 

then God is going to have to distort or pervert His justice or 

His upright ways of doing things. 

 

If Job had not sinned, God had perverted His ways. Obviously 

the answer is Job has sinned. Each one of them almost 

condemn him before he even gets a chance.  

 

Now track with us those three questions. 

 

Question #1: “How long will you say such things?” 

 

Question #2: Because you’ve said those things, “Does God 
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pervert justice?” 

 

Question #3: “Does the Almighty pervert what is right?” 

 

Now comes the sad, sad picture that we’re getting ready to 

look at. To Bildad the categories are inviolable. The laws of 

the universe are firmly established. It’s like Bildad believes 

that God is a computer and He is reliable. Somebody described 

the computer as “garbage in, garbage out.” And that’s really 

true. 

 

You can program a computer and God is a big computer. 

Righteousness in—riches out. Sin in—suffering out. It’s an 

inviolable law, according to Bildad’s theology. He’s walking 

right in the steps of Eliphaz, the guy before him. 

 

With that kind of framework in mind he’s saying, “We’ve had 

a glitch in the program if what you’re saying’s true Job. And 

God is big enough not to have any glitches in His program. So 

Job, it looks like the ball falls in your court. You’re the one 

who needs to wake up and realize you have really blown it Job 

or you wouldn’t be in this mess!”  

 

Doesn’t that bring a lot of comfort? Do you want to see how 

advice can kill a person? Put yourself in Job’s shoes for a 

minute. You’ve just been bereft of all ten kids. You’ve been 

used to having these ten wonderful children around you. He’s 

loved them dearly, cared for them, and now they’re all gone. 

He’s longing to hear their voice once again. And then Bildad 

walks in. 
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No God doesn’t pervert what is right! God doesn’t pervert 

justice because: 

 

v. 4 When your children sinned against him, he gave 

them over to the penalty of their sin.  

 

“When your children sinned against him, he gave them over to 

the penalty of their sin.” 

 

“That’s what happened Job when your ten kids had the house 

fall on them in the windstorm!” 

 

We can hardly read that without crying. That’s what it means 

when you harden God into categories you come up with 

suppositions like this that destroy a guy.  

 

“Your kid’s are illustrating my point Job!” He really blew it. 

He missed it by a mile! He in essence is saying, “Job your kids 

got what they deserved.” 

 

Big, bad Bildad drops a brutal bomb all over the paper. 

 

What’s wrong with that first of all? Well first of all, remember 

back in Job 1:5? Every time his kids had a party the next 

morning he made ten sacrifices for those kids. This man is a 

man of integrity and whenever there was a need spiritually 

for his children he cared for that. That was very clear in 

chapter 1. He was very concerned about that and how we can 

come to a point like this where somebody has the arrogance 
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and the brazenness to walk in before a hurting man who’s lost 

his ten kids and say they died because they sinned. ” Job 

you’re dying because you’ve sinned too.” That’s really the 

bottom line. 

 

Isn’t it amazing how many armchair quarterbacks we have in 

the body of Christ? The second-guessers—hindsight’s always 

20/20. They can always come around with such great comfort 

about how you should have handled the situation or “I told 

you so!” kind of mentality. 

 

We have to be careful how we use scripture when it comes to 

comfort and to ministering to people’s needs because 

suppositions can be wrong. This is the unkindest remark in all 

of the book of Job. This stabs him in the heart.  

 

Bildad’s the kind of person, like a lot of CEOs that you meet, 

who just gives you the facts and don’t deal with the feelings. If 

it’s necessary to fire you, don’t talk about your six kids. It’s a 

“you’re fired” kind of thing. 

 

Bildad the brutal!  

 

If we had been in Job’s shoes we wouldn’t have made it this 

far in the first place. But if we were in his shoes we would 

have said, “Bildad, shut up! You can attack me all you want 

and my integrity, but leave my kids out of it!” That would 

have just been the straw that broke the camel’s back. That a 

guy would hit so low that he would bring my own kids into the 

argument to explain why I’m suffering. 
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So many times that’s the way things happen. You never get 

over the loss of a child.  

 

Barbara Johnson lost two children and she said one of the 

things that was so special was that a friend sent her a little 

poem called “God’s Loan”: 

 

(Where Does a Mother Go to Resign? by Barbara Johnson) 

 

“I’ll lend to you for a little time, 

A child of mine,” He said, 

“For you to love the while he lives 

And mourn for when he’s dead. 

 

“It may be six or seven years 

Or twenty-two or three, 

But will you till I call him back, 

Take care of him for me? 

 

“He’ll bring his charms to gladden you 

And should his stay be brief, 

You’ll have these precious memories,  

As solace for your grief. 

 

“I cannot promise he will stay 

Since all from earth return. 

But there are lessons taught down there  

I want this child to learn. 
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“I’ve looked this whole world over,  

In my search for teachers true.  

And in the crowds that throng life’s land,  

I have selected you. 

 

“Now will you give him all your love  

Not think the labour vain,  

Nor hate me when I come to call  

To take him back again?”  

 

It seems to me I heard them say,  

“Dear Lord, Thy will be done.  

For all the joys thy child shall bring,  

The risk of grief we’ll run.  

 

“We’ll shelter him with tenderness,  

We’ll love him while we may,  

And for the happiness we’ve known  

Forever grateful stay. 

 

“And should the angels call for him  

Much sooner than we’ve planned,  

We’ll brave the bitter grief that comes  

And try to understand.” 

pp. 43-44  

 

Adoniram Judson, missionary to Burma, buried several 

wives and four or five kids. When one of his little daughters 

died we read this in his diary: 
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(To the Golden Shore: The Life of Adoniram Judson by 

Courtney Anderson) 

 

The next morning [wrote Adoniram to Nancy’s mother] we 

made her last bed in the small enclosure that surrounds her 

mother’s lonely grave. Together they rest in hope, under the 

hope tree, which stands at the head of the graves; and 

together, I trust, their spirits are rejoicing after a short 

separation of precisely six months. And I am left alone in the 

wide world. My own dear family I have buried; one in 

Rangoon, and two in Amherst. What remains for me but to 

hold myself in readiness to follow the dear departed to that 

blessed world, 

 “Where my best friends, my kindred, dwell, 

  Where God, my Saviour, reigns”? 

pp. 380-81  

 

That incredible man got up from that grief and continued to 

establish a significant ministry in Burma before the day he 

was ushered into the presence of the Lord. 

 

Ever stop to think about how comfortable you’re going to be 

being around people that suffered like that? Are you going to 

be able to handle it?  

 

Think about sitting down with one of these guys that were 

beheaded for the cause of Christ. Ask one of them, what they 

went through for the cause of Christ.  
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v. 5 But if you will look to God and plead with the 

Almighty,  

 

“But if you will look to God and plead with the Almighty,” 

 

See the little word “But”? There’s a CONTRAST.  

 

In contrast to your kids that died because they sinned:  

 

“if you will look to God and plead with the Almighty.” 

 

Just “look” and “plead.” In other words, REPENT! 

 

v. 6 if you are pure and upright, even now he will rouse 

himself on your behalf and restore you to your 

rightful place.  

 

“if”—we see suppositions—“you are pure and upright, even 

now he will rouse himself on your behalf and restore you to 

your rightful place.” 

 

His categories are set in concrete. He said, “You do this—God 

does this. You do this—God does that.” It’s like you’re 

standing at the plate. You get three strikes Job!  

 

Strike one—REPENT!  

 

Strike two—ROUSE God from His indifference to action!  

 

Strike three—He’ll RESTORE you to your rightful place!  
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But if you don’t do it, you’re out of here! It’s all over. This is 

what you need to do man. Repent! Plead with God! Rouse God 

by moving Him to action. And then restore. Watch the results. 

He will restore you. 

 

Now he’s going to give us some illustrations. 

 

v. 7 Your beginnings will seem humble, so prosperous 

will your future be.  

 

“Your beginnings will seem humble, so prosperous will your 

future be.” 

 

Do you see something common to Eliphaz? Remember what 

Eliphaz said when he was singing the Doxology at the end?  

 

After he’d given all the answers to Job to solve the problem, 

this is what Eliphaz says: 

 

Job 5:24-27 

 

You will know that your tent is secure; you will take stock of 

your property and find nothing missing. You will know that 

your children will be many, and your descendants like the 

grass of the earth. You will come to the grave in full vigor, 

like sheaves gathered in season. We have examined this, 

and it is true. So hear it and apply it to yourself. 

 

That’s the way Eliphaz finished his speech. Now what Bildad’s 
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going to do is a little different.  

 

Whereas Eliphaz used an EXPERIENCE—remember he 

talked about that wild dream that he had after he’d been 

eating Mexican food? Now Bildad is going to go back to 

TRADITION. He’s going to become HISTORICAL and Job is 

going to become HYSTERICAL because he is going to use the 

past to relate to the present. That isn’t all bad, but don’t let it 

be the basis for everything that you formulate in the present. 

 

v. 8 Ask the former generations and find out what their 

fathers learned,  

 

“Ask the former generations and find out what their fathers 

learned,” 

 

“Be wise Job. Look back.” 

 

Steve Lawson, when he gets to this particular place, says: 

 

(When All Hell Breaks Loose by Steven J. Lawson) 

 

… “To be sure, we can today learn from the past, but the 

past must be a rudder to guide us into the future and not an 

anchor to hold us back. The fact that something was said 

years ago is no guarantee that it is right. The past contains 

as much folly as wisdom.” 

 To Bildad, the past was a parking lot. A safe place to sit 

out life. But God wants the past to be a launching pad into 

the future. There is nothing wrong with learning from the 
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past—providing it does not paralyze the present into a dusty 

old museum that only displays bygone days. Neither the 

present nor the future needs to become a cemetery for the 

possibilities of today. Yet Bildad persists in his faulty 

argument. 

pp. 85-86  

 

Bildad’s the traditionalist. He says, “If it’s good enough for 

them in the past, it’s good enough for us. Job learn from the 

past here. Understand it.” 

 

v. 9 for we were born only yesterday and know nothing, 

and our days on earth are but a shadow.  

 

“for we were born only yesterday”— REASON—“and know 

nothing, and our days on earth are but a shadow.” 

 

See the three things—the REASON? 

 

1. “we were born only yesterday,” 

 

2. we really “know nothing,”—we’re really limited in our 

perspective, and studying history Job will open this up to you. 

 

3. “our days on earth are like a shadow”—and that’s the 

truth isn’t it? 

 

James 4 says, “Our lives are like a vapor that appears for a 

little time and then passes away.” (ref. James 4:14) 
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Life is slipping away very rapidly. Job said the same thing in 

chapter 7. Just before we wrapped up the study Job said: 

 

Job 7:6, 7 

 

My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, and they come 

to an end without hope. Remember, O God, that my life is 

but a breath; my eyes will never see happiness again. 

 

v. 10 Will they not instruct you and tell you? Will they 

not bring forth words from their understanding?  

 

“Will they not instruct you and tell you? Will they not bring 

forth words from their understanding?” 

 

This is questions 4 and 5 now of the seven questions. 

 

Question #4: (These former generations) “Will they not 

instruct you and tell you?” 

 

You can look to the PAST and that’ll teach you and tell you 

something.  

 

Question #5: (These former generations) “Will they not bring 

forth words from their understanding?  

 

That is how they see it. Won’t that help you if you can see how 

they saw it and then relate to it in that way? 

 

Bildad has a very comfortable feeling that history is going to 
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vindicate him and so he’s going to use that now as an 

argument for Job to recognize that he’s the one who’s out of 

whack and he’s the one that has to get right.  

 

How do you end a good sermon? You always have three 

illustrations. That’s what he’s getting ready to do.  

 

He’s going to give us THREE ILLUSTRATIONS—two of them 

are going to be from PLANTS and the other one’s going to be 

from an INSECT to wrap up his little message here. 

 

v. 11 Can papyrus grow tall where there is no marsh? 

Can reeds thrive without water?  

 

“Can papyrus grow tall where there is no marsh? Can reeds 

thrive without water?” 

 

It’s a CAUSE and EFFECT principle. Isn’t it interesting that 

in our last study Job said that his friends were like dried up 

river beds? He came to get a drink and there was no water! 

They didn’t comfort him! 

 

Now Bildad moves into the picture of water: 

 

“Can papyrus grow where there is no marsh? Can reeds thrive 

without water?”—Questions 6 and 7. 

 

The insight from the past will help you flourish. Without it 

you’ll dry up and die.  
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The papyrus has to have a marshy, watered area. “Job I’m just 

telling you, the water that you need is the PAST. And if you’ll 

just learn from the past it’ll be okay, but if you don’t you’re 

going to dry up and blow away.” 

 

v. 12 While still growing and uncut, they wither more 

quickly than grass.  

 

“While still growing and uncut, they wither more quickly than 

the grass.” 

 

v. 13 Such is the destiny of all who forget God; so 

perishes the hope of the godless.  

 

“Such is the destiny of all who forget God; so perishes the hope 

of the godless.” 

 

He’s telling Job that he forgot God and he’s telling Job that 

he’s godless. “And that’s what’s going to happen to you Job.” 

 

He’s lost his FARM, he’s lost his FORTUNE, he’s lost his 

FAMILY and now he’s FACING his own demise. Here comes 

Bildad telling us that he forgot God and he’s a godless 

individual. What a vivid picture he gives of him!  

 

Ray Stedman, when he’s commenting on this says: 

 

 His argument is clearly that man, by nature, must have 

God’s blessing in order to prosper. If he does not have it, if 

he has done something to cut himself off from the blessing of 
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God, then he will simply wither like a reed without water. 

Then he points out how God always cuts off those who seem 

to prosper because of evil in their midst, and he closes with 

an exhortation to Job to repent:.. 

(source unknown) 

 

That’s exactly what he’s doing here.  

 

v. 14 What he trusts in is fragile; what he relies on is a 

spider’s web.  

 

“What he trusts in is so fragile; what he relies on is like a 

spider’s web.” 

 

Now he gives DEFINITION to how fragile it is. 

 

v. 15 He leans on his web, but it gives way; he clings to 

it, but it does not hold.  

 

“He leans on his web, but it gives way; he clings to it, but it 

does not hold.” 

 

Now Bildad’s giving us his own little version of Charlotte’s 

Web here. As thrilling as that is, that Job’s hope is like 

leaning against the spider web.  

 

What is Job’s hope? Job’s hope is that he didn’t do anything 

wrong. There is no sin and he’s relying upon that and trusting 

God to vindicate his integrity. He’s leaning on that! 
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Bildad says to lean on that is like leaning on a spider web. 

That sure isn’t going to help you any. 

 

Commentator David McKenna says: 

 

 Charlie Brown, the lovable, round-headed, round-eyed, 

and round-mouthed character of the Peanuts comic strip, 

invariably snags his kite in a tree. It symbolizes the scandal 

of the cross of Christ which foils our human ambitions. 

Then, Charlie Brown has a flash of insight. While the tree 

continues to snarl his kite, he remembers that it also serves 

as a shade from the sun, a covering from the rain, and, when 

life is most disappointing, Charlie says, “It is very good to 

lean against.” 

(source unknown) 

 

God is a very good thing to lean against. 

 

Deuteronomy 33:27 

 

The eternal God is your refuge and underneath are the 

everlasting arms. 

 

You can trust Him! But when you trust other substitutes it’s 

going to be leaning up against a spider web.  

 

Luke 12:19, 20 

 

I’ll say to my soul, “Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for 

many years; take thine ease, eat, drink and be merry.” But 
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God said unto him, “Thou fool! [You’re leaning up against a 

spider web] this night your soul shall be required of thee; then 

who shall those things be which you have provided?” 

 

What are you leaning on?  

 

Are you leaning on your POSSESSIONS? Are you leaning on 

your PERSONALITY? Are you leaning on your 

POPULARITY? Your POWER? Your POTENTIAL?  

 

Or are you leaning on God Himself and on a relationship to 

Jesus Christ, as far as your future is concerned? What are you 

leaning on for salvation?  

 

You say, “Oh I’m really trying hard. I’m doing all these good 

things.” 

 

That isn’t going to make it. He’s going to say, “Depart from 

Me. I never knew you.” (ref. Matthew 7:23)  

 

You don’t lean on anything or anybody apart from Jesus 

Christ if you expect to be vindicated in God’s sight. Bildad 

says, “Man you’re leaning on a web, just an old spider web. 

And it’s certainly not going to hold you up when the time 

comes.” 

 

v. 16 He is like a well-watered plant in the sunshine, 

spreading its shoots over the garden;  

 

“He is like a well-watered plant in the sunshine, spreading its 
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shoots over the garden;” 

 

v. 17 it entwines its roots around a pile of rocks and 

looks for a place among the stones.  

 

“it entwines its roots around a pile of rocks and looks for a 

place among the stones.” 

 

v. 18 But when it is torn from its spot, that place 

disowns it and says, ‘I never saw you.’  

 

“But when it is torn from its spot, that place disowns it and 

says, “I never saw you.”” 

 

Remember the last thing Job said? He said, “God, You’re going 

to miss me when I’m gone.” Bildad comes back with a real 

cheap shot. He just says, “You’re just like a plant! You did real 

good for a period of time and then you were in the sunshine, 

but God’s not going to miss you. There’s going to be another 

plant to take your place and nobody’s even going to notice that 

you’re gone.” 

 

They’re going to say, “I never saw you.” 

 

“I never knew you. God’s not going to miss you Job. You’re not 

that important.” 

 

v. 19 Surely its life withers away, and from the soil 

other plants grow.  
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“Surely its life withers away, and from the soil other plants 

will grow.” 

 

“Job, you’re just going to pass over the scene and they’re going 

to say Job who? You’re going to be gone. You’re going to be out 

of here. Nobody’s going to remember you.” 

 

Now do you see Mr. Brutal? Mr. Fix It? 

 

That’s the amazing thing about men, even in marriage. 

Women complain and Mr. Fix It comes along and says, “Well 

I’m going to fix it.” Mr. Fix It realizes that she doesn’t 

appreciate what he has done to fix it. 

 

Have you read the book Men Are From Mars and Women are 

From Venus. It’s well worth reading. It’s a secular book on 

marriage but it’s incredible. This is Bildad. He’s like most 

men: 

 

(Men Are from Mars, Women Are from Venus: A Practical 

Guide for Improving Communication and Getting What You 

Want in Your Relationships by John Gray) 

 

 This Martian custom is one of the reasons men 

instinctively offer solutions when women talk about 

problems. When a woman innocently shares upset feelings 

or explores out loud the problems of her day, a man 

mistakenly assumes she is looking for some expert advice. 

He puts on his Mr. Fix-it hat and begins giving advice; this 

is his way of showing love and of trying to help. 
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p. 17  

 

 The most frequently expressed complaint women have 

about men is that men don’t listen. Either a man completely 

ignores her when she speaks to him, or he listens for a few 

beats, assesses what is bothering her, and then proudly puts 

on his Mr. Fix-It cap and offers her a solution to make her 

feel better. He is confused when she doesn’t appreciate this 

gesture of love. No matter how many times she tells him 

that he’s not listening, he doesn’t get it and keeps doing the 

same thing. She wants empathy, but he thinks she wants 

solutions. 

 The most frequently expressed complaint men have 

about women is that women are always trying to change 

them. When a woman loves a man she feels responsible to 

assist him in growing and tries to help him improve the way 

he does things. She forms a home-improvement committee, 

and he becomes her primary focus. No matter how much he 

resists her help, she persists—waiting for any opportunity to 

help him or tell him what to do. She thinks she’s nurturing 

him, while he feels he’s being controlled. Instead, he wants 

her acceptance. 

p. 15  

 

Isn’t that good? That’s Bildad. He’s got his Fix-it hat on. 

Emotions, feelings—no! “Just let me fix it. If you’ll just do 

what I say.” 

 

v. 20 Surely God does not reject a blameless man or 

strengthen the hands of evildoers.  
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“Surely God does not reject a blameless man or strengthen the 

hands of evildoers.” 

 

You see what he’s done? He’s brought it all down to one of two 

choices. God is not going to “reject a blameless man.”  

 

“Now Job if you are who you say you are, then God is not 

going to reject you. And Job if you’re on the other side of the 

fence, God is not going to strengthen the hands of evildoers. 

Just recognize that.” 

 

Now take the FOUR R’s that summarize Bildad’s solution: 

 

1. REPENT, 

 

2. ROUSE God’s attention by your REPENTANCE, 

 

3. RESTORE—God is going to restore you Job, 

 

4. He isn’t going to REJECT you if you’re blameless. 

 

“So it’s going to be alright Job. Everything is going to turn out 

just fine when you do what you need to do.” He believes that. 

Look at verse 21. 

 

v. 21 He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your 

lips with shouts of joy.  

 

“He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
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shouts of joy.” 

 

Does this sound like Eliphaz? He says when you do this, God 

isn’t going to reject you and He’s going to do THREE THINGS 

for you: 

 

1. “He will fill your mouth with laughter”—you’re going to 

start laughing again Job. 

 

2. “He will…fill your lips with shouts of joy”—you’ll be so 

excited. 

 

And in verse 22 is the third thing. 

 

v. 22 Your enemies will be clothed in shame, and the 

tents of the wicked will be no more.”  

 

3. “Your enemies will be clothed in shame, and the tents of 

the wicked will be no more.”’ 

 

Three things: 

 

1. your mouth is going to be filled “with laughter,” 

 

2. “your lips with shouts of joy,” and 

 

3. your enemy will  be “clothed with shame, and the tents of 

the wicked will be no more.” 

 

Notice the words “no more” because those are exactly the last 
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words that Job used. He says: 

 

Job 7:21 

 

I will soon lie down in the dust; you will search for me, but I 

will be no more. 

 

And now what Bildad says is “the wicked will be no more.” 

 

You talk about a cheap shot for the final deal from Bildad the 

brutal—“the wicked are going to be no more.” 

 

Take it for however you feel Job, but “the wicked will be no 

more.” 

 

Guy Doud has the neatest story in Joy in the Journey. He says 

this—and this reminds us of Bildad: 

 

(Joy in the Journey by Guy Rice Doud) 

 

[This reminds] me of the story I heard of a semi-truck driver 

who loved to pick up hitchhikers in his big eighteen-wheeler. 

One day he picked up a man, who, almost before he was 

seated, noticed hundreds of notches in the truck’s steering 

wheel and [he] asked, “What are those notches for?” The 

semi-driver, removing a bowie knife from the sheath 

fastened to his belt, smiled and said, “Each notch is for one 

hitchhiker who came to know Jesus in this cab.” And then, 

taking the knife, he made another notch, smiled at the 

hitchhiker and said, “You’re number 227!” 
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pp. 218-19  

 

You almost feel that’s exactly how Bildad feels.  

 

Now we have nine lessons.  

 

Lesson #1: Bildad the Brutal really bombs and blasts Job in 

this speech. 

 

Lesson #2: Bildad is suffering from a hardening of the 

categories. 

 

Lesson #3: It is always wrong to club and clobber somebody 

with the scriptures when they are suffering. 

 

Lesson #4: Bildad does not have all the facts, so he has no 

right to an opinion. 

 

Lesson #5: Bildad tells Job that his children died because of 

sin. 

 

Lesson #6: Bildad wanted Job to repent before it is too late so 

God will be roused, restore, and not reject him. 

 

Lesson #7: Bildad uses the past to explain the present. 

 

Lesson #8: It is the height of arrogance to think that one 

knows what God is doing in the life of another. 

 

Lesson #9: Bildad has failed to see Job as a hurting, lonely 
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man who needs some affirmation and encouragement. 

 

None of them pray with Job. 

 

Let’s focus on that last phrase in Bildad’s speech: 

 

“the tents of the wicked will be no more.” 

 

Are you a person who does not know Christ—and you cannot 

put down where you have come to know Him and so you aren’t 

sure that you’re a Christian? Do you realize what Bildad says 

is true: “the tents of the wicked will be no more.” 

 

Jay Carty from the Los Angeles Lakers wrote a book called 

Playing with Fire when he’s talking about hell and in it he 

says this: 

 

(Playing with Fire: Do Nice People Really Go to Hell? by Jay 

Carty) 

 

 If the Bible is right, Cindy Lauper is wrong. Cindy said 

she could hardly wait to go to hell, because that’s where all 

her friends would be and they would be able to party forever. 

Wise up, Cindy—there will be no party in the lake of fire. 

The screams you’ll hear will not be “party hardy” sounds. 

p. 69  

 

To get a more complete picture, I looked up the verses about 

hell and reduced them to words and phrases that summarize 

the biblical picture. The list follows: 
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1. You’ll keep your personality with your sin nature turned 

loose 

2. Satisfaction is never available; there is never any 

fulfillment 

3. An absence of all that’s good 

4. In the presence of all that’s bad and evil 

5. Unrestrained demonstration of selfish urges 

6. Continual burning 

7. Consuming fire 

8. Unquenchable fire 

9. Eternal destruction 

10. Outer darkness 

11. Weeping and gnashing of teeth 

12. No presence of God 

13. No glory of God’s power 

14. Lake of fire 

15. Burns with brimstone and fire 

16. Second death 

17. Extreme anguish 

18. Worse than death itself 

19. Degrees of punishment 

20. Wrath and fury 

21. Tribulation 

22. Distress 

23. Sudden destruction 

24. No escape 

25. Pits of nether gloom 

26. Torment goes up forever and ever 

27. You’ll have no rest 
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28. You’ll know what’s going on in heaven and be aware of 

what you’re missing forever 

 

 That’s a thumbnail impression of hell. 

pp. 74-75  

 

 There are some very nice people in this world who are 

trying to make it on their own. Others are trying to get there 

using the philosophies and religions dreamed up by men, 

women, and movies. But it looks like there is only one school 

of thought that God accepts. And nice people who decide not 

to do life God’s way will spend eternity separated from Him. 

Why? Because nice people really do go to hell. 

p. 146  

 

Yes, the tents of the wicked will ultimately disappear. 

 

Father, we come to You and we thank You for the privilege 

of looking at this passage. Thank You for helping us to 

comprehend where Bildad’s coming from and the statements 

that he makes. Lord may we be instructed and taught from 

these nine lessons that come out of the passage. And may we 

be more effective and more careful when we walk into the 

sacred presence of someone who is suffering. Teach us how 

with love and compassion to bring support and to be 

committed to these people and to encourage them and to 

pray with them and to be to them what they need. We love 

You and pray if there’s someone without Christ that they 

would come to know the glorious thrill of having Jesus 

Christ in their hearts and lives. In the Savior’s name we 

C
opyright ©

 2022 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



34 

 

pray. Amen.  
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A Practical Study of JOB 

 

Persevere and Press On 

 

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering” 

 

Study Number Five – Job 8:1-22  

            NOTES 

 
Bildad 

v. 1 Then Bildad the Shuhite replied:  

v. 2 “How long will you say such things? Your words are a 

blustering wind.  

v. 3 Does God pervert justice? Does the Almighty pervert what is 

right?  

v. 4 When your children sinned against him, he gave them over to 

the penalty of their sin.  

v. 5 But if you will look to God and plead with the Almighty,  

v. 6 if you are pure and upright, even now he will rouse himself on 

your behalf and restore you to your rightful place.  

v. 7 Your beginnings will seem humble, so prosperous will your 

future be. 

v. 8 Ask the former generations and find out what their fathers 

learned,  

v. 9 for we were born only yesterday and know nothing, and our 

days on earth are but a shadow.  

v. 10 Will they not instruct you and tell you? Will they not bring 

forth words from their understanding?  

v.11 Can papyrus grow tall where there is no marsh? Can reeds 

thrive without water?  

v. 12 While still growing and uncut, they wither more quickly than 

grass.  

v. 13 Such is the destiny of all who forget God; so perishes the hope 

of the godless.  

v. 14 What he trusts in is fragile; what he relies on is a spider’s 

web.  

v. 15 He leans on his web, but it gives way; he clings to it, but it 

does not hold.  
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            NOTES 

 
v. 16 He is like a well-watered plant in the sunshine, spreading its 

shoots over the garden;  

v. 17 it entwines its roots around a pile of rocks and looks for a 

place among the stones.  

v. 18 But when it is torn from its spot, that place disowns it and 

says, ‘I never saw you.’  

v. 19 Surely its life withers away, and from the soil other plants 

grow.  

v. 20 Surely God does not reject a blameless man or strengthen the 

hands of evildoers.  

v. 21 He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with 

shouts of joy.  

v. 22 Your enemies will be clothed in shame, and the tents of the 

wicked will be no more.” 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Job 8:1-22 and in your own words pull out the main 

thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What three questions does Bildad have for Job in verses  

2 & 3? 
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3. What advice does Bildad have for Job in verses 5 & 6? 

 

 

 

 

4. What does Bildad tell Job to do, and why, according to 

verses 8 & 9? 

 

 

 

 

5. What is the destiny of all those who forget God, according  

to verses 11-13? 

 

 

 

 

6. How does Bildad characterize the hope of the godless 

,according to verses 14 & 15? 

 

 

 

 

7. What does God not do, according to verse 20? 
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8. What will God still do for Job, according to verse 21? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: Bildad the Brutal really bombs and blasts Job  

in this speech. 

 

LESSON #2: Bildad is suffering from a hardening of the 

categories. 

 

LESSON #3: It is always wrong to club and clobber someone 

with the Scriptures when they are suffering. 
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LESSON #4: Bildad does not have all the facts, so he has no 

right to an opinion. 

 

LESSON #5: Bildad tells Job that his children died because  

of sin. 

 

LESSON #6: Bildad wants Job to repent before it is too late  

so God will be roused, restore, and not reject him. 

 

LESSON #7: Bildad uses the past to explain the present. 

 

LESSON #8: It is the height of arrogance to think that one 

knows what God is doing in the life of another. 

 

LESSON #9: Bildad has failed to see Job as a hurting, lonely 

man who needs some affirmation and encouragement. 
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