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A Practical Study of JOB 

 

Persevere and Press On 

 

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering” 

 

Study Number Six – Job 9:1-10:22  

 

 

Steve Lawson wrote a book on the book of Job. When he gets 

to this particular section of the book he says: 

 

(When All Hell Breaks Loose: You May Be Doing Something 

Right. Surprising Insights From the Life of Job by Steven J. 

Lawson) 

 

 Life is playing hardball. And you don’t have a glove. Life 

is now bigger than life. 

 All that you cherish most is painfully ripped from your 

life. [It’s] Gone. In a heartbeat. You are left behind in a heap 

of smoldering ashes, scorched by the hellish heat of fiery 

trials. Blistered. Blasted. All hell has broken loose. 

p. 12 

 

It’s interesting when Dave Dravecky in his book tries to 

understand Job so he can understand his own situation. He 

says this: 

 

(When You Can’t Come Back by Dave & Jan Dravecky with 

Ken Gire) 

C
opyright ©

 2022 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



2 

 

 

 Maybe it was because God wanted Job to trust him. If 

that’s the reason, could he want any less from us? Maybe what 

he wants is for us to put together as much of life’s puzzle as 

we can, and then to trust him with the missing pieces—

however many of those pieces may be, however large, however 

gaping the holes that are left in our theology as a result. 

 The question then changes from being “Why, God?” to 

“Can I trust him with my unanswered questions?” 

 In the book The Hiding Place, Corrie ten Boom learned to 

trust her father with her unanswered questions. She had 

overheard a discussion about sexual immorality, and she 

didn’t understand one of the words the adults used. Later she 

asked her father about it. He realized whatever answer he 

gave would be beyond the reach of a little girl who didn’t know 

what sex was, let alone the misuse of sex: 

 

He turned to look at me, as he always did when 

answering a question, but to my surprise he said nothing. 

At last he stood up, lifted his traveling case from the rack 

over our heads, and set it on the floor. 

“Will you carry it off the train, Corrie?” he said. I stood 

up and tugged at it. It was crammed with the watches and 

spare parts he had purchased that morning. 

“It’s too heavy,” I said. 

“Yes,” he said. “And it would be a pretty poor father 

who would ask his little girl to carry such a load. It’s the 

same way, Corrie, with knowledge. Some knowledge is too 

heavy for children. When you are older and stronger you 

can bear it. For now you must trust me to carry it for you.” 
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And I was satisfied. More than satisfied—wonderfully 

at peace. There were answers to this and all my hard 

questions—for now I was content to leave them in my 

father’s keeping. 

 

 Maybe the answers are, at least for now, too difficult to 

bear. Jesus said, “Blessed are those who mourn” not because 

he promised their questions would be answered but because 

he promised their hearts would be comforted. 

 When our hearts are broken and our eyes are blinded 

with tears, we don’t need answers nearly as much as we need 

a father’s lap to crawl onto and his shoulder where we can 

bury our face and cry. 

pp. 152-53  

 

In these two chapters, we’re back to Job again. In the first 

episode Job had a tremendous double loss. He lost all of his 

possessions and his progeny, then he was attacked physically . 

He’s yet to curse God or accuse God of any wrongdoing. 

 

In the second episode three of his business associates came to 

see him. They were shocked by what they saw and they sat in 

silence for seven days. Then Job broke the silence with some 

words, basically, “I want to die and I wish I would have never 

been born.” 

 

Then Eliphaz, the senior spokesman speaks. He has a 

patriarchal prosperity gospel. It is simply God is a computer. 

You put righteousness in, riches come out. You put sin in and 

suffering comes out. For Job the bottom line is, if you’ll confess 
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your sin everything’s going to be alright. 

 

Then Job takes two chapters to answer all that. We saw some 

wonderful things that Job said in that answer to Eliphaz. 

 

In our last study Bildad the Brutal was very brief—thank God 

for that—and he really said some really, really difficult things 

for Job to accept.  

 

Now we’re picking up the story in this sixth episode. Job is 

getting ready to respond to what Bildad has had to say.  

 

Probably the finest Psalm in the scripture that would describe 

Job is Psalm 143. Here are a few verses from that before we 

start the text. 

 

Psalm 143:1-8 

 

O Lord, hear my prayer, 

listen to my cry for mercy; 

in your faithfulness and righteousness 

come to my relief. 

Do not bring your servant into judgment, 

for no one living is righteous before you. 

The enemy pursues me, 

he crushes me to the ground; 

he makes me dwell in darkness  

like those long dead. 

So my spirit grows faint within me; 

my heart within me is dismayed. 
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I remember the days of long ago; 

I meditate on all your works 

and consider what your hands have done. 

I spread out my hands to you; 

my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. Selah 

Answer me quickly, O Lord; 

my spirit faints with longing. 

Do not hide your face from me 

or I will be like those who go down into the pit. 

Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love 

for I have put my trust in you. 

 

That’s where he is. He’s still trusting God but it’s very, very 

difficult.  

 

Let’s see what he’s going to say now in response to Bildad 

after he’s just finished. 

 

Job 

 

v. 1 Then Job replied:  

 

“Then Job replied:” 

 

v. 2 “Indeed, I know that this is true. But how can a 

mortal be righteous before God?  

 

‘“Indeed, I know that this is true. But how can a mortal be 

righteous before God?” 
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Way back at the beginning of Bildad’s remarks he said: 

 

Job 8:3 

 

Does God pervert justice? Does the Almighty pervert what is 

right? 

 

In other words, Job for us to believe that you’re righteous and 

you’re suffering means that God has to change His program. 

He has to pervert His justice. He has to twist it around. He 

has to do something different than He’s always done. So Job 

we’ve got to deal with that. 

 

And Job’s just saying—and he’s a gentleman—he says, “you 

know you have a point Bildad. You’re right. I understand 

that’s true.” 

 

“But how can a mortal be righteous before God?” 

 

If you’re not righteous and if everything isn’t working out, 

then how can a person be righteous before God?  

 

Isn’t that a neat question? That’s the question every one of us 

would be asking. It’s like every once in a while it just jumps 

off the page at you—the insights that come to this guy Job. 

We’re going to see some great ones. 

 

The number one question that humanity has is: 

 

How can a person be righteous before God? 
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Why is that such a big question? Simply because none of us 

has a righteousness that’s acceptable in His sight. None of us!  

 

Isaiah 64:6 

 

All our righteousnesses are like filthy rags… 

 

There are EIGHTEEN QUESTIONS in Job’s discourse.  

 

Question #1: “How can a mortal be righteous before God?” 

 

Listen to what John Calvin says about righteousness: 

 

(Institutes of the Christian Religion by John Calvin. 

Translated and Annotated by Ford Lewis Battles) 

 

 Next, even if it were possible for us to have some wholly 

pure and righteous works, yet, as the prophet says, one sin is 

enough to wipe out and extinguish every memory of that 

previous righteousness … James agrees with him: “Whoever,” 

he says, “fails in one point, has become guilty of all” … Now 

since this mortal life is never pure or devoid of sin, whatever 

righteousness we might attain … when it is corrupted, 

oppressed and destroyed by the sins that follow, could not 

come into God’s sight or be reckoned to us as righteousness. 

p. 32  

 

 But Christ’s righteousness, which alone can bear the sight 

of God because it alone is perfect, must appear in court on our 
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behalf, and stand surety for us in judgment … Received from 

God, this righteousness is brought to us and imputed to us, 

just as if it were.  

p. 35  

 

That’s what you need Job. A righteousness which is not your 

own in order to stand in the presence of a holy God.  

 

Both Bildad and Eliphaz have suggested that Job repent and 

return to his former pattern of righteousness, because their 

theology is cast in concrete. You suffer, you’ve sinned. He’s got 

a real problem. 

 

In our last study Bildad said repent, rouse God to action and 

God’s going to restore you and He won’t reject you. That’s the 

basic thought that’s in his mind as he begins to speak. 

 

v. 3 Though one wished to dispute with him, he could 

not answer him one time out of a thousand.  

 

“Though one wished to dispute with him, he could not answer 

him one time out of a thousand.” 

 

Now Job is on track. Some of these guys are walking around 

so proud and arrogant. When they get into the presence of God 

they’re going to explain to God all their good works and 

everything they’ve done and why they were justified in not 

ever receiving Christ. They’re just living their lives. They can 

talk a mile a minute about how they’re going to really speak to 

God. Yet every one of the experiences in scripture where you 
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see somebody confronted with God, they’re speechless. They 

can’t say a word. 

 

Job is right on track here because when you get over to Job 

chapter 40 he can’t say a word. The Lord really rings the 

chains. He hits him with a whole series of questions and Job is 

just standing there dumbfounded. He doesn’t say one word to 

try to vindicate himself.  

 

He’s saying it right here. When you stand before God you’re 

speechless. You stand there condemned. 

 

“Though one wished to dispute with him, he could not answer 

him one time out of a thousand.” 

 

Why? 

 

v. 4 His wisdom is profound, his power is vast. Who has 

resisted him and come out unscathed?  

 

“His wisdom is profound, his power is vast. Who has resisted 

him and come out unscathed?” 

 

Job says, “His wisdom is profound, his power is vast.”  

 

Why? 

 

Romans 11:33 

 

Oh, the depths of the riches both of the wisdom and the 
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knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and 

unfathomable His ways!  

 

The Savior, as He was resurrected in Matthew 28:18, says: 

 

Matthew 28:18 

 

… “All power and authority has been given unto Me in heaven 

and on earth. 

 

He is the epitome of “wisdom” and “power.” 

 

Look at question #2 there in verse 4: 

 

“Who has resisted him and come out unscathed?” 

 

“who has resisted him and ever won?” is the way you could put 

that. Whoever came out on top with the Lord? 

 

Here’s a few illustrations: 

 

What about PHARAOH? Pharaoh tried ten times and God 

strung up and nailed him, and finally was drowned in the 

depths of the Red Sea because he was a slow learner. 

 

We see JACOB wrestling with the angel all night, gets his hip 

put out of joint and so he limps the rest of the way. 

 

You see JONAH, he sure went through a whale of an 

experience before he learned didn’t he? 
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You see KING SAUL—he loses his kingdom and everything to 

go with it because of his stubborn, bull-headed arrogance. He 

didn’t come out unscathed. 

 

Now see the word “resisted”? In the Hebrew text that means 

“to harden,” “to stiffen.” That means to dig your heels in and 

bow your neck. You just aren’t going to do it. 

 

And then the word “unscathed” is a word “who has ever been 

able to do this and come out whole” or “intact”—still escape 

unharmed. 

 

All of life is made up of choices. We can choose to either go 

along with God’s program or we can choose to fight it. If we 

choose to fight it, we’re going to be hurt, we’re going to hurt a 

lot of other people and we’ll eventually lose. 

 

All Job is saying is you can’t resist God and come out of it 

unhurt. 

 

1 John 5:12 

 

He that hath the Son have life and he that have not the Son of 

God have not life. 

 

You can choose. If you choose not to have the Son and not 

have life, you aren’t going to come out of it “unscathed.” 

 

I love what Joshua says in: 
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Joshua 24:15 

 

But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you then choose 

for yourselves this day whom you will serve. But as for me and 

my house, we will serve the Lord. 

 

We are going to make a choice. 

 

Look at this mighty God in His wisdom in verse 5 as Job is 

overwhelmed by Him. 

 

v. 5 He moves mountains without their knowing it and 

overturns them in his anger.  

 

“He moves mountains without their knowing it and overturns 

them in his anger.” 

 

v. 6 He shakes the earth from its place and makes its 

pillars tremble.  

 

“He shakes the earth from its place and makes its pillars 

tremble.” 

 

Have you ever seen the number of earthquakes that are going 

on? The world is rumbling and so is the Father. He’s 

responsible for all of this and He can “shake the earth” and 

“make its pillars tremble.”  

 

We have a VOLCANO in verse 5 and an EARTHQUAKE in 
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verse 6. In verse 7 he says: 

 

v. 7 He speaks to the sun and it does not shine; he seals 

off the light of the stars.  

 

“He speaks to the sun and it does not shine; he seals off the 

light of the stars.” 

 

ECLIPSES, CLOUDS and SAND STORMS. He covers them 

all and the lights don’t shine as usual. 

 

v. 8 He alone stretches out the heavens and treads on 

the waves of the sea.  

 

“He alone stretches out the heavens and treads on the waves 

of the sea.” 

 

That reminds us of Matthew 14:25 when it says: “Jesus came 

walking to them on the waves of the sea.”  

 

Yes, He did. And He invited Peter to do so. 

 

v. 9 He is the Maker of the Bear and Orion, the Pleiades 

and the constellations of the south.  

 

“He is the Maker of the Bear and Orion, the Pleiades and the 

constellations of the south.” 

 

That’s the northern constellation—“the Bear,” and southern is 

“Orion,” and the one in the eastern sky is “the Pleiades.”  
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Psalm 8:3, 4 

 

When I consider your heavens,  

the work of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars 

which you set in place 

what is man that you are mindful of him, 

the son of man that you could care for him? 

 

When we get to verse 10 we have seen this verse before. This 

is taking words right out of the mouth of Eliphaz. Eliphaz 

said: 

 

Job 5:9 

 

He performs wonders that cannot be fathomed, miracles that 

cannot be counted. 

 

v. 10 He performs wonders that cannot be fathomed, 

miracles that cannot be counted.  

 

“He performs wonders that cannot be fathomed, miracles that 

cannot be counted.” 

 

v. 11 When he passes me, I cannot see him; when he 

goes by, I cannot perceive him.  

 

“When he passes me, I cannot see him; when he goes by, I 

cannot perceive him.” 
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That’s God—how great He is!  

 

Remember in 1 Kings 19:11 where Elijah runs away from 

Jezebel and he goes out into the desert and he wants to throw 

in his prophet’s bag and quit? Then he runs for 40 days and is 

in this cave and the Lord says, “Why are you here Elijah?” 

And the Lord says this to him: 

 

1 Kings 19:11 

 

“Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the 

Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.”  

 

Then there was a great wind and the Lord wasn’t in the wind. 

And then there was a great earthquake and He wasn’t in the 

earthquake. Then there was a great fire and He wasn’t in the 

fire. But then there was a gentle whisper. (see 1 Kings 19:11-

12) 

 

Psalm 46:10 

 

“Be still and know that I’m God.” 

 

Isaiah 30:21 

 

…thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, “This is 

the way; walk ye in it.” 

 

Have you been still enough lately over all the noise and all the 

C
opyright ©

 2022 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



16 

 

activity to hear that still small voice?  

 

Job says: 

 

“When he passes me, I can’t see him; when he goes by, I can’t 

perceive him.” 

 

v. 12 If he snatches away, who can stop him? Who can 

say to him, ‘What are you doing?’  

 

“If he snatches away, who can stop him? Who can say to him, 

“What are you doing?”” 

 

Question #3: “If he snatches away, you can’t stop him?” 

 

He’s going to do what He wants to do. 

 

Question #4: “Who can say to him, ‘What are you doing?’” 

 

v. 13 God does not restrain his anger; even the cohorts 

of Rahab cowered at his feet.  

 

“God does not restrain his anger; even the cohorts of Rahab 

cowered at his feet.” 

 

We have some mythological terms there. In mythology Tiamat 

was known as Rahab. This is not the Rahab that we have back 

in the book of Joshua. This has to do with mythology again. 

Here’s a statement that comes from The Bible Knowledge 

Commentary to help us here: 
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The cohorts of Rahab refer to the Babylonian creation myth 

when Marduk defeated Tiamat, another name for Rahab. 

Since God in his anger conquers all the forces of evil, both real 

and mythical, how can Job hope to contend with Him? Job 

sensed his situation was helpless and hopeless. 

(source unknown) 

 

v. 14 How then can I dispute with him? How can I find 

words to argue with him?  

 

“How then can I dispute with him?”—Question #5—“How can 

I find words to argue with him?”—Question #6. 

 

We can’t dispute him or argue with him! Why? 

 

Romans 9:20 

 

On the contrary, who are you, a man who answers back to 

God? The thing molded will not say to the molder, “Why did 

you make me like this,” will it? 

 

Remember that story in Matthew 22 when the king comes in 

and everybody’s supposed to have a wedding garment? There’s 

one guy sitting there and he doesn’t have the wedding 

garment on and the king goes over to this guy, and in 

Matthew 22:12 he says: “Friend, how did you come in here 

without wedding clothes?” And the text says: “He was 

speechless.” 
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He didn’t have an answer. When he was standing at the door 

and he had a choice to take a garment or not, he just said, 

“You know I’m an exception. You know I’ll just explain to the 

king that my fine silk threads are just fine. I don’t need that 

garment.” He goes over and sits down and sticks out like a 

sore thumb. The only guy that does not have a garment for the 

wedding celebration and the garments were provided at the 

door, but he chose not to wear them. He stands speechless. 

 

That’s exactly the way Job feels. He feels like, “Every time I 

open my mouth to speak of the fact that I’m righteous and I’m 

blameless, you just misunderstand me. And if I went before 

God I wouldn’t win! I’d be standing there overwhelmed by His 

wisdom and His power and I couldn’t say a word that’d make 

sense!” 

 

He’s really down low right now. 

 

v. 15 Though I were innocent, I could not answer him; I 

could only plead with my Judge for mercy.  

 

“Though I were innocent, I could not answer him; I could only 

plead with my Judge for mercy.” 

 

v. 16 Even if I summoned him and he responded, I do 

not believe he would give me a hearing.  

 

“Even if I summoned him and he responded, I do not believe 

he would give me a hearing.” 
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Now do you see the despair? You see a guy painting a picture 

that’s worse than it really is. Why? 

 

Psalm 34:15 

 

The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 

and his ears are always attentive to their cry; 

 

Psalm 34:17 

 

The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; 

he delivers them from all their troubles. 

 

But Job in his despair is discouraged and depressed. He says, 

“I can even shout and He wouldn’t hear me.” 

 

There’s some overtones to this. 

 

v. 17 He would crush me with a storm and multiply my 

wounds for no reason.  

 

“He would crush me with a storm and multiply my wounds for 

no reason.” 

 

His ten kids were crushed in the storm and he’s been wounded 

physically so badly. He’s summarized in that verse what’s 

happened to him. He’s lost all ten of his children and then the 

wounds to his physical body are all “for no reason.” 
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v. 18 He would not let me regain my breath but would 

overwhelm me with misery.  

 

“He would not let me regain my breath but would overwhelm 

me with misery.” 

 

v. 19 If it is a matter of strength, he is mighty! And if it 

is a matter of justice, who will summon him?  

 

“If it is a matter of strength, he is mighty! And if it is a matter 

of justice, who will summon him?” 

 

“If it’s a matter of strength” He’s going to win. That’s already 

predetermined. “And if it’s a matter of justice” and going to 

court, who’s going to have the courage to summon God into 

court and expect to win? Nobody is going to win because of His 

wisdom and strength we saw earlier in chapter 9. 

 

Question #7: “And if it is a matter of justice, who will summon 

him?” 

 

It’s like, “God You are the judge but are You judging 

properly?”  

 

What’s the answer to that? In Genesis 18:25 Abraham says, 

“Will not the judge of all the earth do that which is right?” 

 

Yes! He will.  

 

Luke 18:7, 8 
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Now shall not God bring about justice for His elect who cry to 

Him day and night? Will He delay long over them? I tell you 

He will bring about justice for them speedily. 

 

“So Job, you need to be patient here rather than wanting to 

stand up against God and accuse Him of wrongdoing in this 

situation.” 

 

v. 20 Even if I were innocent, my mouth would 

condemn me; if I were blameless, it would 

pronounce me guilty.  

 

“Even if I were innocent, my mouth would condemn me; if I 

were blameless, it would pronounce me guilty.” 

 

Steve Lawson says what a picture of God. We all have our 

pictures of God. He says: 

 

(When All Hell Breaks Loose: You May Be Doing Something 

Right. Surprising Insights From the Life of Job by Steven J. 

Lawson) 

 

I heard about a father who was watching his small son draw a 

picture. Intensely focused, the young lad was totally engrossed 

in his work of art. Crayons were scattered everywhere. 

Unfinished sketches were wadded and cast aside. 

 Without wanting to break the boy’s concentration, the dad 

gently inquired, “Say, son, what are you drawing?” 

 Never looking up, the small boy replied, “God.” 
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 Somewhat taken back, his father said, “Well, no one 

knows what God looks like.” 

 Confidently gazing at his masterpiece, the boy retorted, 

“They will when I get through.” 

 We all have a picture of God in our minds. And our 

picture of God is critically important to who we are. In fact, 

our picture of God is the most important thing about us. 

 A. W. Tozer once said, “The most important thing about 

you is what comes into your mind when you think of God.” 

p. 91  

 

This is what comes to Job’s mind about God when he hears all 

of these distortions from Eliphaz and Bildad. It’s like he can’t 

put his life together with the God that he knows. It’s 

impossible for him right now and he’s discouraged, depressed, 

in despair and he’s down. 

 

Verse 21 shows us that he’s between a rock and a hard place. 

 

v. 21 Although I am blameless, I have no concern for 

myself; I despise my own life.  

 

“Although I am blameless, I have no concern for myself; I 

despise my own life.” 

 

v. 22 It is all the same; that is why I say, ‘He destroys 

both the blameless and the wicked.’  

 

“It is all the same; that is why I say, “He destroys both the 

blameless and the wicked.”” 
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No matter who you are, good or bad, God’s going to rain on 

your parade. That’s all he’s saying. He accuses God of being 

unfair. He treats everybody the same. 

 

Devastating, devastating, devastating. Yes! Job is saying that 

God has just ruined everything. 

 

v. 23 When a scourge brings sudden death, he mocks 

the despair of the innocent.  

 

“When a scourge brings sudden death, he mocks the despair of 

the innocent.” 

 

You can see he’s getting a little bit out of line.  

 

v. 24 When a land falls into the hands of the wicked, he 

blindfolds its judges. If it is not he, then who is it?  

 

“When a land falls into the hands of the wicked, he blindfolds 

its judges. If it is not he, then who is it?” 

 

Question #8: “If it is not he, then who is it?” 

 

You only have one of two alternatives. We know enough to 

know who it is. It is not God Himself. It is Satan who has 

perpetrated this under God’s sovereign plan and purpose. But 

Job is not aware of that. That is information that he doesn’t 

have. 
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Now again in verses 25 and 26 he talks about how quickly 

time’s getting away from him.  

 

v. 25 My days are swifter than a runner; they fly away 

without a glimpse of joy.  

 

“My days are swifter than a runner; they fly away without a 

glimpse of joy.” 

 

v. 26 They skim past like boats of papyrus, like eagles 

swooping down on their prey.  

 

“They skim past like boats of papyrus, like eagles swooping 

down on their prey.” 

 

In one of our previous studies when Job was talking he said: 

 

Job 7:6 

 

My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, they come to an 

end without hope. 

 

It’s like his life’s a shadow.  

 

James 4:14 

 

Our lives are even as a shadow that appears for a little time 

then passes away. 

 

Our lives are passing away. We’re here for a little while and 
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then we’re gone. We’re getting closer and closer to that time. 

 

But he says, “My life’s slipping away like a runner who’s 

running very quickly.”  

 

It’s like skimming “past little boats of papyrus.” These are the 

boats of the Egyptians and they go very fast. They’re hydro-

planers. And they swoop down “like eagles” or the falcon that 

can fly at 150 miles an hour in pursuit of its prey.  

 

So he sees his life on the LAND, on the SEA and in the AIR. 

In all of them he describes his life as swiftly passing away 

unless God does something. 

 

A runner who’s running swiftly, an Egyptian speed boat that’s 

swiftly flying by, or an eagle or a falcon that’s diving at 120 

miles an hour to pursue its prey—three illustrations of what’s 

happening to him. 

 

v. 27 If I say, ‘I will forget my complaint, I will change 

my expression, and smile,’  

 

“If I say, “I will forget my complaint, I will change my 

expression, and smile,”” 

 

Smile! Even though you’re wife’s died and you have cancer 

and your kids are all rebelling—smile! A lot of people describe 

that. 

 

Do you remember the old saying: “Smile, things could be 
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worse”? “I smiled and they got worse”—that’s Job. 

 

v. 28 I still dread all my sufferings, for I know you will 

not hold me innocent.  

 

“I still dread all my sufferings, for I know you will not hold me 

innocent.” 

 

v. 29 Since I am already found guilty, why should I 

struggle in vain?  

 

“Since I am already found guilty,”—Question #9—“why should 

I struggle in vain?” 

 

All he’s saying is, “I’ve already lost it. The score’s in, the 

clock’s run down and why do I just keep going on? What’s the 

use of all of this that I continue to do it in vain?” 

 

v. 30 Even if I washed myself with soap and my hands 

with washing soda,  

 

“Even if I washed myself with soap and my hands with 

washing soda,” 

 

Somebody said: 

 

“A home with a four-year-old is a place where you also wash 

the soap when you clean the bathroom.” 

(source unknown) 
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Who else washed himself in the scriptures? Remember Pilate 

washed his hands to be clean of it. (see Matthew 27:24)  

 

With Lady MacBeth he would say: 

 

“Will all great Neptune’s oceans was this blood from off my 

hand? Ah, no, rather it will turn the green ones red.” 

(source unknown) 

 

That’s what Job’s saying. I can wash “myself with soap”—

“may hands with washing soda”—and then what would God 

do?  

 

v. 31 you would plunge me into a slime pit so that even 

my clothes would detest me.  

 

“you would plunge me into a slime pit so that even my clothes 

would detest me.” 

 

Isaiah 64:6 

 

…they’re like filthy rags. 

 

“I don’t have a chance! I don’t have a prayer!” 

 

v. 32 He is not a man like me that I might answer him, 

that we might confront each other in court.  

 

“He is not a man like me that I can answer him, that we might 

confront each other in court.” 
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Do you see what the picture is?  

 

“If I could just summon Him to court and we could go to court, 

we could get this thing settled. I could confront God with the 

issues of my life and then have God confront me with the 

issues in my life and we’d get this thing settled.” 

 

This comes in the patriarchal period, way back in the book of 

Genesis before any thought ever was brought about that man 

needed somebody to make it possible for God and man to get 

together. There it is! Look at it! It’s right there in great big 

print in verse 33. 

 

v. 33 If only there were someone to arbitrate between 

us, to lay his hand upon us both,  

 

“If only there were someone to arbitrate between us, to lay his 

hand upon us both,” 

 

Who is that?  

 

1 Timothy 2:5 

 

There is one God and one mediator between God and man, the 

man Christ Jesus. 

 

The hymn writer said: 

 

Oh the love that drew salvation’s plan, 
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Oh the grace that brought it down to man, 

Oh the mighty gulf that God did span 

At Calvary. 

(source unknown) 

 

We need an arbitrator! We need a third party to come in! 

 

Do you remember the song? “Put your hand in the hand of the 

Man from Galilee”—that song just stops a little short. That 

man of Galilee puts His hand in the hand of God! He is the 

God-Man and He brings us together! He is Jesus Christ, the 

only go-between. 

 

Job in the height of his suffering and frustration needs a third 

party. If you haven’t come to salvation in Christ, you are in 

desperate need of a third-party. Your eternal destiny hangs in 

the balances. You can’t get right with God on your own. You 

can’t do anything that’s going to be acceptable in His sight. 

You are in desperate need of a third-party. Not only to hold 

your life together with God and bring you into relationship 

with Him, but to hold a lot of other things together. 

 

Tim Kimmel tells one of the most precious stories about he 

and his wife in this book Powerful Personalities: 

 

(Powerful Personalities by Tim Kimmel) 

 

 It was the calm after the storm. Darcy and I had finally 

wrestled and cajoled our four [kids] into dreamland. We had 

been hip deep in bathwater, Ninja Turtle pajamas, Super 
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Mario Brothers toothpaste, teddy bears, Go-bots, and 

cinnamon-flavored dental floss. Stories had been told, prayers 

had been whispered, and lullabies had been hummed. The 

respite hit me at once as I sat down in front of the fire to enjoy 

some quiet reflection. 

 Even when we’re both tired, Darcy knows how to make 

the most of moments. She had mentioned earlier that she 

wanted to teach me how to work with our daughters’ hair so 

that on those occasions when I didn’t have her skills to rely 

on, I could still send the girls out the door looking halfway 

decent. That’s what gave her the idea of using this quiet time 

to teach me how to French braid hair. 

 Don’t laugh. Someone has to do it. Of our four children, 

two are daughters. And it had become apparent to Darcy that 

in spite of my best intentions, I fell dismally short when it 

came to grooming the girls’ hair. Until they were old enough 

to do their own, I needed to be prepared to help. Both Karis 

and Shiloh have long, beautiful hair. On the occasions when I 

had tried to get it to conform to some sort of aesthetic 

standard, I’d failed miserably. 

 This explained the brush and rubber bands in Darcy’s 

hands as she tuned in an “easy listening” station on the 

stereo. I sat on the couch while she sat on the floor, staring at 

the fire, with her back toward me. Her long, brunette hair was 

to be my laboratory. So with a rubber band in my teeth, a 

brush in one hand, and more hair than I knew what to do with 

in the other, I proceeded to divide the strands of her hair into 

three equal clumps and start the weave that gives the French 

braid its famous look. 

 When you’re a clumsy guy with no aptitude for women’s 
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hairstyles, nothing good is going to happen on the first 

attempt—or on the second, third, or fourth. I kept weaving it 

down, shaking my head at the mess, brushing it out, and 

starting again. Over and over. The first time I actually 

completed a weave (rubber band and everything), I mentioned 

to Darcy that she might not want to wear it out in public. 

Then I pulled out the band, crushed, and started weaving 

again. 

 Every once in a while, you notice something that’s been 

right in front of you all your life but gone undetected. I’ve seen 

thousands of girls’ braids in my four decades. And this 

certainly wasn’t the first time I’d seen how a braid is made. 

But it was the first time I made this particular observation: I 

was weaving three separate strands of hair into the 

overlapping pattern that formed the braid, but when the braid 

was completed, it looked as if it were made of just two strands. 

I thought how this observation should be classified as one of 

the great mysteries of life: Two are really three, and without 

the third, the two are not at all. 

 I love James Taylor’s music. He’s one of the baby boomers’ 

favorite pastimes. While I was braiding and observing this 

mystery about two being three and three making two, JT’s 

classic tune “You’ve Got a Friend” started coming from the 

stereo. I sang along with him. The song is about a friend who 

is there; who comes running when we call out his name; who 

is available in any season. All I have to do is call. 

 James Taylor might not have had the same Person in 

mind that I did. But one thing I know, Darcy and I have a 

mutual Friend. He has woven His life so much into the fabric 

of our life together that even though, from the outside in, we 
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may appear to be two people, in reality we’re three. And 

because He’s in our lives, He enables our love to fall into a 

much-more-beautiful pattern. 

 Grace-based marriages don’t simply happen. They’re the 

result of careful decisions and divine commitments. Those who 

want to free themselves from the tyranny of high control need 

to weave Jesus into their partnership. Just the touch of His 

grace can overwhelm and overcome. The three appear to be 

two, and the two become one. 

 I bent over and breathed a kiss on the top of Darcy’s 

braided hair. We, indeed, have a Friend. 

pp. 151-52  

 

That’s Job. He’s saying, “I need a friend. I need somebody to 

come in and arbitrate for me.” 

 

v. 34 someone to remove God’s rod from me, so that his 

terror would frighten me no more.  

 

“someone to remove God’s rod from me, so that his terror 

would frighten me no more.” 

 

Think about this verse for just a minute: 

 

Isaiah 53:4-6 

 

Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows, yet 

we did esteem him, stricken, smitten of God and afflicted. He 

was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 

iniquities; and the chastisement of our peace was upon him, 
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and with his stripes we are healed. 

 

Job says, “I need somebody to come in and take the rod for me! 

To take the beating that I’m getting, and help me be set free 

from this thing.” 

 

Isaiah predicted that Jesus was going to do that for us. 

 

v. 35 Then I would speak up without fear of him, but as 

it now stands with me, I cannot. 

 

“Then I would speak up without fear of him, but as it now 

stands with me, I cannot.” 

 

10:v. 1 I loathe my very life; therefore I will give free 

rein to my complaint and speak out in the 

bitterness of my soul.  

 

“I loathe my very life; therefore I will give free rein to my 

complaint and speak out in the bitterness of my soul.” 

 

Is there anybody else in the Bible that has a “bitterness of 

soul”?  

 

Hannah comes to the Lord because she can’t have any 

children: 

 

1 Samuel 1:10 

 

In bitterness of soul, Hannah wept much and prayed to the 
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Lord. 

 

Naomi and her husband went down from Bethlehem to Moab 

and economic troublesome times with their two boys and all 

three of the men died. Naomi came back with the Moabites 

daughter-in-law by the name of Ruth. When she came back 

into Bethlehem they called her Naomi and she says, “No don’t 

call me Naomi. Call me Mara—bitter, bitter. I am bitter 

because of what God has done unto me.” (ref. Ruth 1:20) 

 

Here Job is being honest. He’s saying, “I don’t know what to 

do. I don’t know where to turn. I’m bitter.” 

 

v. 2 I will say to God: Do not condemn me, but tell me 

what charges you have against me.  

 

“I will say to God: Do not condemn me, but tell me what 

charges you have against me.” 

 

He has God in his court. He’s summoned Him to court. Now 

he’s saying, “God just inform me once again why you’re doing 

this.”  

 

And in these remaining verses Job’s praying. He’s talking to 

God and he’s telling God how he really feels. 

 

v. 3 Does it please you to oppress me, to spurn the work 

of your hands, while you smile on the schemes of 

the wicked?  
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Question #10: “Does it please you to oppress me, to spurn the 

work of your hands, while you smile on the schemes of the 

wicked?” 

 

There are just nine more questions now that finish the 

passage.  

 

Job is angry. He is very, very upset. Because of being upset, 

he says to God, do You “spurn the work of your hands, while 

you smile on the schemes of the wicked?” 

 

Steven Brown said: 

 

(How to Talk So People Will Listen by Steve Brown) 

 

My wife refuses to talk to me when I am angry. She knows 

that any kind of communication that takes place in the middle 

of my anger isn’t going to be very productive. It’s sort of like 

trying to teach a pig to sing. A pig doesn’t sing very well 

anyway, and teaching him always makes him angry. 

p. 32  

 

He’s saying, “I get angry and my wife doesn’t want to talk to 

me.”  

 

Job needs to shut up right now. He’s saying, “God, do You 

delight in playing the cat and mouse game? You know You’re 

really hurting me.” 
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v. 4 Do you have eyes of flesh? Do you see as a mortal 

sees?  

 

Question #11: “Do you have eyes of flesh?” 

 

Question #12: “Do you see as a mortal sees?” 

 

We’ve seen that in Psalm 34. Yes He does. 

 

v. 5 Are your days like those of a mortal or your years 

like those of a man,  

 

Question #13—this is the longest of the questions: “Are your 

days like those of a mortal or your years like those of a man,” 

 

v. 6 that you must search out my faults and probe after 

my sin— 

 

“that you must search out my faults and probe after my sin—” 

 

v. 7 though you know that I am not guilty and that no 

one can rescue me from your hand?  

 

“though you know that I am not guilty and that no one can 

rescue me from your hand?” 

 

“Boy I’m hurting,” he says. 

 

v. 8 Your hands shaped me and made me. Will you now 

turn and destroy me?  
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Question #14: “Your hands shaped me and made me. Will you 

now turn and destroy me?” 

 

When God makes us He can also do with us what He pleases.  

 

Jeremiah goes down to the house of the potter, and we read: 

 

Jeremiah 18:4 

 

But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his 

hands. So the potter formed it into another pot, shapening as 

it seemed best to him. 

 

God has the right to do that.  

 

We see this with  a potter. If you watch a potter working with 

the clay on his wheel. To a bystander the piece looks perfect 

and ready for the kiln. But when the potter smashes the clay 

and throws it on the mud pile we think he’s ruined a perfectly 

good pot! Obviously he’s seen something that needed to be 

done. 

 

And that’s what Job’s saying. He says, “Is this the way you do 

it? You shape me and then you turn around and you destroy 

me?” 

 

No, He’s not destroying you. He’s getting ready to do 

something good with you. He’s going to make you into another 

vessel.  
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v. 9 Remember that you molded me like clay. Will you 

now turn me to dust again?  

 

Question #15: “Remember that you molded me like clay. Will 

you now turn me to dust again?” 

 

Jeremiah 18:6 

 

“O house of Israel, can I do not with you as this potter does?” 

declares the Lord. “Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are 

you in my hand, O house of Israel. 

 

v. 10 Did you not pour me out like milk and curdle me 

like cheese,  

 

Question #16: “Did you not pour me out like milk and curdle 

me like cheese,” 

 

v. 11 clothe me with skin and flesh and knit me 

together with bones and sinews?  

 

“clothe me with skin and flesh and knit me together with 

bones and sinews?” 

 

Yes He did.  

 

v. 12 You gave me life and showed me kindness, and in 

your providence watched over my spirit.  
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“You gave me life, you showed me kindness, and in your 

providence watched over my spirit.” 

 

Notice the verbs: 

 

“You gave me life,” 

 

“showed me kindness,” and 

 

“watched over my spirit.” 

 

v. 13 But this is what you concealed in your heart, and I 

know that this was in your mind:  

 

“But this is what you concealed in your heart, and I know that 

this was in your mind:” 

 

v. 14 If I sinned, you would be watching me and would 

not let my offense go unpunished.  

 

“If I sinned, you would be watching me and would not let my 

offense go unpunished.” 

 

v. 15 If I am guilty—woe to me! Even if I am innocent, I 

cannot lift my head, for I am full of shame and 

drowned in my affliction.  

 

“If I am guilty—woe to me! Even if I am innocent, I cannot lift 

my head, for I am full of shame and drowned in my affliction.” 

 

C
opyright ©

 2022 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



40 

 

v. 16 If I hold my head high, you stalk me like a lion and 

again display your awesome power against me.  

 

“If I hold my head high, you stalk me like a lion and again 

display your awesome power against me.” 

 

KEY PHRASE—who is the “lion”?  

 

Jesus is the Lion of the tribe of Judah, but who’s the “lion” in 

the New Testament according to 1 Peter 5:8? 

 

1 Peter 5:8 

 

Satan is like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. 

 

He’s the one who’s really behind all this. Isn’t it interesting 

how many times Job just skates right to the edge of truth? It’s 

like we need a go-between.  

 

How can a man be made righteous?  

 

These are great truths coming out of the crucible of suffering! 

 

Now he’s saying it’s “like a lion”—God You’re like a lion—an 

“awesome power against me.” 

 

v. 17 You bring new witnesses against me and increase 

your anger toward me; your forces come against me 

wave upon wave.  
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“You bring new witnesses against me and increase your anger 

toward me; your forces come against me wave upon wave.” 

 

One wave hits him and then another one comes right after it. 

 

Psalm 42:7 

 

Deep calls to deep 

in the roar of your waterfalls; 

all your waves and breakers 

have swept over me. 

 

v. 18 Why then did you bring me out of the womb? I 

wish I had died before any eye saw me.  

 

“Why then”—Question #17—“did you bring me out of the 

womb? I wish I had died before any eye saw me.” 

 

We’re back at the same place he was in the previous speech. 

 

v. 19 If only I had never come into being, or had been 

carried straight from the womb to the grave!  

 

“If only I had never come into being, or had been carried 

straight from the womb to the grave!” 

 

He doesn’t know anything about healthcare—WOMB to the 

TOMB—but there it is right there.  
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v. 20 Are not my few days almost over? Turn away from 

me so I can have a moment’s joy  

 

“Are not my few days almost over?”—we see his despair in 

Question #18—“Turn away from me so I can have a moment of 

joy” 

 

So very sad. 

 

v. 21 before I go to the place of no return, to the land of 

gloom and deep shadow,  

 

“before I go to the place of no return, to the land of gloom and 

deep shadow,” 

 

v. 22 to the land of deepest night, of deep shadow and 

disorder, where even the light is like darkness.”  

 

“to the land of deepest night, of deep shadow and disorder, 

where even the light is like darkness.”’ 

 

There’s an old cemetery in England and there’s a tombstone 

that bears the following inscription: 

 

(Joy in the Journey by Guy Rice Doud) 

 

Pause, stranger, as you pass me by. 

As you are now, so once was I. 

As I am now, so will you be. 

So come along and follow me! 
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[Someone wrote underneath it:] 

 

To follow you, I’m not content, 

Until I know which way you went! 

pp. 175-6  

 

There are ten lessons that come out of our text. Thank you for 

your patience in the last part of his speech. You can’t read 

stuff like that without getting a little depressed. You identify 

with the guy so much, but you can see where he’s really 

coming from in the last part. 

 

Lesson #1: Matthew 5:20—“For I say to you, that unless your 

righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you 

shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

 

Lesson #2: It is only the righteousness of Jesus Christ that 

makes us acceptable in the presence of a holy God. 

 

Lesson #3: God’s wisdom is profound, and His power is vast. 

 

Lesson #4: When you are fighting against God, you are going 

to experience consequences from that conflict. 

 

Lesson #5: He performs wonders that cannot be fathomed, 

miracles that cannot be numbered. 

 

Lesson #6: Suffering makes us vulnerable to 

misunderstanding God’s purpose and plan for our lives. 
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Lesson #7: There is one God and one Mediator between God 

and man, the man Christ Jesus. 

 

Lesson #8: Job is in deep despair and is speaking out of the 

bitterness of his soul. 

 

Lesson #9: Job does not have all the facts and he has 

misinterpreted God’s purpose and plan in all of this. 

 

Lesson #10: Death can be a moment of great victory and 

triumph for the believer. 

 

This story comes from Patsy Clairmont’s book called Normal 

is Just a Setting on Your Dryer. Maybe you’re having a rough 

time. As you’re listening to this story think of this little 

phrase: “Disappointment is His appointment.” There’s some 

purpose in it. 

 

(Normal Is Just a Setting on Your Dryer by Patsy Clairmont) 

 

Because of a delay in taking off, my homebound flight was 

late, leaving me at risk of missing my second plane. When we 

landed at the connecting airport, … arriving at my gate just as 

they were closing the doors. Relieved I’d made it, I headed 

down the aisle in search of my seat. I stopped at my assigned 

row and, to my dismay, found I had the middle seat. 

 There are some things I don’t do. Middle seats head my 

[list] “no way, I ain’t gonna!”. Middle seats make me feel like 

an Oscar Mayer wiener advertisement. My mood swing went 
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from “I’m so grateful I caught my plane” to “I don’t care what 

this ticket says, I’m not sitting in that center seat!” 

 I glanced around and realized, however, that this was the 

last available seat on the flight, and I would sit there or on the 

wing. Previously I always had an aisle seat; this just wasn’t 

normal. All things considered, though, I prayed for an attitude 

adjustment. I remembered that God will operate on our 

attitudes but that He requires us to cooperate. 

[She found herself sitting between a mother of nine and she 

was pregnant. And there was another young man that was 

sitting there that she began to talk to.] 

 I had already observed something about this young man 

when I was being seated. He called me “Ma’am.” At the time I 

thought, Either he thinks I’m ancient, he’s from the South, 

where they still teach manners, or he’s in the service. I decided 

the latter was the most likely, so I asked, “You in the service?” 

 “Yes Ma’am, I am.” 

 “What branch?” 

 “Marines.” 

 “Hey, Marine, where are you coming from?” 

 “The Desert Storm, Ma’am.” 

 “No kidding? The Desert Storm!” Then I thought, This 

interview stuff is great! 

“How long were you there?” I continued. 

 “A year and a half. I’m on my way home. My family will 

be at the airport. I’m so scared.” As he said this last, he took 

in a short, nervous breath. 

 “Scared? Of what?” I asked. 

 “Oh, all this hero stuff. I’m not a hero, I’m just me, and I 

don’t want my family to be disappointed.” 
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 “Take it from me, Marine, your parents just want you to 

come home safe.” … 

 Changing the topic back to him … I commented that he 

must have thought about returning to his family and home 

many times while he was in the Middle East. 

 “Oh, no, Ma’am,” he replied. “We were taught never to 

think of what might never be, but to be fully available right 

where we were.” 

 What great instruction, I thought, whether you’re in the 

armed forces or the army of the Lord. 

 Then Michael … told me that when he lived at home, he 

and his mother were friends. When he joined the service and 

was stationed in Hawaii, they had written to each other and 

had become good friends. But when he went to Desert Storm, 

they became best friends. 

 “She will never know how she affected my life while I was 

away,” he continued. “I’ve never thought of myself as a 

religious person, but while I was in the Storm, I learned to 

pray. The example I followed was the one my mom set for me 

when I was growing up.” 

 “What was the most difficult time for you?” I inquired … 

 “There was a four-month space when we had not seen a 

woman or a child. The day we drove into Kuwait was very 

emotional for us. The women stood in the doorways, waving, 

but even more moving was when the children ran to greet us,” 

he said, his voice still filled with the feeling. 

 I wondered if the children affected the soldiers so deeply 

because children give us such a sense of a hope and a future. 

 “Since I’ve been stateside waiting to go home,” he 

continued, “I’ve been thinking about my nephews, and I can 
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hardly wait to hear them call me Uncle Michael. The title 

uncle means even more to me than being called sergeant.” 

 About that time, the flight attendant was passing by, and 

I tugged at her skirt. She looked down, and I said, “Know 

what? He… from Desert Storm…” [Well she asked several 

questions and then requested that he write his name on a 

piece of paper and then she took off for the front cabin.] 

 Moments later, the pilot came on the intercom and, with 

enthusiasm and sincerity, said, “It has been brought to my 

attention that we have a VIP aboard. He is a returning GI 

from Desert Storm.” 

 Michael groaned and began to inch down in his seat. … 

 “Sergeant Michael is in seat 12F,” the pilot continued. All 

heads swung in our direction. Michael had slunk … into the 

upholstery that he was about two inches tall. In contrast, I 

was six-foot-two. … 

 Then the pilot said, “As a representative of this airline 

and a citizen of the United States of America, I salute you, 

Michael, and thank you for a job well done.” 

 At that point, the entire plane burst into applause. … 

 The pilot came back on and said, “We are making our 

final approach into the Detroit Metro Airport.” 

 Michael’s breath caught. 

 I looked up and saw [tears filling his eyes]. He peeked 

through a tear to see if I had noticed, and of course there I 

was, goggling at him. 

 He said softly, “I just don’t want to cry.” 

 “It’s okay,” I told him. “I checked a Marine manual on this 

one, and it’s all right to cry. Some of the most admirable men 

I’ve ever known have shed tears at appropriate times, and 
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Michael, this is a right time.” … 

[Then as the plane taxied in she told him, she said “You know 

the thing that’s the most meaning to me when I was away 

from my kids is when I came home my son hugged me for a 

long time.] 

 Michael’s homecoming included a lineup of relatives 

armed with video equipment, flags, cameras, and banners. 

When we were close enough for eyes to focus in and 

distinguish which one was Michael, his family began to chant, 

“Michael, Michael, Michael.” 

 Michael stopped dead in his tracks. I got behind him and 

pushed. “C’mon, soldier,” I said, “this isn’t the enemy. This is 

your family.” 

 He started walking again, but his shoes seemed to be full 

of cement, and he was moaning quietly with every step. 

 Even from a distance, I could identify his mom. She was 

the one leaping the highest in the air. A guard leaned against 

the wall, watching to make sure no one stepped over the 

security line. But every time Michael’s mom jumped into the 

air, she came down with her toe just over the line … 

 As we got closer, she stopped jumping, and her hands 

went over her mouth to muffle the building sobs. Tears poured 

down her arms and dropped off her elbows … just over the 

line. … 

 I gave him a final nudge toward his family, and they 

engulfed him, everyone in tears. 

 I made my way through the other waiting people, wiping 

my eyes. When I saw my husband, he spotted me dripping 

emotions. “I’m part of this,” I sniffed, nodding toward the 

reunion. 
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 “You think you’re a part of everything,” he proclaimed. 

 That was true, but this time I really was … sort of. I 

wanted to stand and watch as I saw Michael find his mom in 

the crowd and pull her into his arms and hold her. 

 “That’s tacky, Patsy,” … 

 Mr. Manners guided me over to the escalator and 

prompted me on. I turned backward so I could watch for as 

long as possible. As the moving steps drew me away from the 

celebration, I saw Michael still holding his mother, and he had 

held her for a very long time. 

[Then he describes how finally they’re down at the luggage 

area and she says:] 

 Michael’s face lit up as he reached down and picked up 

the young boy. His nephew wrapped his chubby legs around 

the sergeant’s waist, and his arms encircled Michael’s neck. 

Then the mom came over, and I heard her ask, “Honey, who’s 

got you?” 

 He looked up, his young eyes reflecting his hero, and said, 

“Uncle Michael.” 

 I could breathe again. 

 A few minutes later, as Les escorted me to the car, the 

thought hit me that I almost missed being a part of this 

tender event because I hadn’t wanted to sit in the middle. 

 I wonder how many divine appointments I’ve missed 

because I found my circumstances not to be what I expected 

(just not normal), and my defiance robbed me of His greater 

plan? 

pp. 35-43  

 

Disappointment is His Appointment. 
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Father, so many times the things that come into our lives 

don’t seem to be coherent. They drive us to despair and to 

discouragement. We pray that we’ve learned a good lesson. 

That we’ve learned that a person must be declared righteous 

by another and that there must be a go-between. And if we 

have not come to Christ, we pray we’d respond to Him. If we 

as believers are facing difficulty in our lives, that we would 

realize You’re the One who works it together for good. You 

have some purpose and plan that’s not clear to us right now. 

We have to learn. Like we were reminded earlier in the study, 

we need to trust You when we don’t understand. We love You 

and we want to affirm that love to You. You’re the God that 

does all things well. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of JOB 

 

Persevere and Press On 

 

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering” 

 

Study Number One – Job 9:1-10:22  

            NOTES 
Job 

v. 1 Then Job replied:  

v. 2 “Indeed, I know that this is true. But how can a mortal be 

righteous before God?  

v. 3 Though one wished to dispute with him, he could not answer 

him one time out of a thousand.  

v. 4 His wisdom is profound, his power is vast. Who has resisted 

him and come out unscathed?  

v. 5 He moves mountains without their knowing it and overturns 

them in his anger.  

v. 6 He shakes the earth from its place and makes its pillars 

tremble.  

v. 7 He speaks to the sun and it does not shine; he seals off the 

light of the stars.  

v. 8 He alone stretches out the heavens and treads on the waves of 

the sea.  

v. 9 He is the Maker of the Bear and Orion, the Pleiades and the 

constellations of the south.  

v. 10 He performs wonders that cannot be fathomed, miracles that 

cannot be counted.  

v. 11 When he passes me, I cannot see him; when he goes by, I 

cannot perceive him.  

v. 12 If he snatches away, who can stop him? Who can say to him, 

‘What are you doing?’  

v. 13 God does not restrain his anger; even the cohorts of Rahab 

cowered at his feet. 

v. 14 How then can I dispute with him? How can I find words to 

argue with him?  

v. 15 Though I were innocent, I could not answer him; I could only 

plead with my Judge for mercy.  
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            NOTES 
v. 16 Even if I summoned him and he responded, I do not believe 

he would give me a hearing. 

v. 17 He would crush me with a storm and multiply my wounds for 

no reason.  

v. 18 He would not let me regain my breath but would overwhelm 

me with misery.  

v. 19 If it is a matter of strength, he is mighty! And if it is a matter 

of justice, who will summon him?  

v. 20 Even if I were innocent, my mouth would condemn me; if I 

were blameless, it would pronounce me guilty.  

v. 21 Although I am blameless, I have no concern for myself; I 

despise my own life.  

v. 22 It is all the same; that is why I say, ‘He destroys both the 

blameless and the wicked.’  

v. 23 When a scourge brings sudden death, he mocks the despair of 

the innocent. 

v. 24 When a land falls into the hands of the wicked, he blindfolds 

its judges. If it is not he, then who is it?  

v. 25 My days are swifter than a runner; they fly away without a 

glimpse of joy.  

v. 26 They skim past like boats of papyrus, like eagles swooping 

down on their prey.  

v. 27 If I say, ‘I will forget my complaint, I will change my 

expression, and smile,’ 

v. 28 I still dread all my sufferings, for I know you will not hold me 

innocent.  

v. 29 Since I am already found guilty, why should I struggle in 

vain?  

v. 30 Even if I washed myself with soap and my hands with 

washing soda,  

v. 31 you would plunge me into a slime pit so that even my clothes 

would detest me.  

v. 32 He is not a man like me that I might answer him, that we 

might confront each other in court.  

v. 33 If only there were someone to arbitrate between us, to lay his 

hand upon us both,  

v. 34 someone to remove God’s rod from me, so that his terror 

would frighten me no more.  

v. 35 Then I would speak up without fear of him, but as it now 

stands with me, I cannot.  
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            NOTES 
10:v. 1 I loathe my very life; therefore I will give free rein to my 

complaint and speak out in the bitterness of my soul.  

v. 2 I will say to God: Do not condemn me, but tell me what 

charges you have against me.  

v. 3 Does it please you to oppress me, to spurn the work of your 

hands, while you smile on the schemes of the wicked?  

v. 4 Do you have eyes of flesh? Do you see as a mortal sees? 

v. 5 Are your days like those of a mortal or your years like those of 

a man,  

v. 6 that you must search out my faults and probe after my sin— 

v. 7 though you know that I am not guilty and that no one can 

rescue me from your hand?  

v. 8 Your hands shaped me and made me. Will you now turn and 

destroy me?  

v. 9 Remember that you molded me like clay. Will you now turn 

me to dust again? 

v. 10 Did you not pour me out like milk and curdle me like cheese,  

v. 11 clothe me with skin and flesh and knit me together with 

bones and sinews? 

v. 12 You gave me life and showed me kindness, and in your 

providence watched over my spirit.  

v. 13 But this is what you concealed in your heart, and I know that 

this was in your mind:  

v. 14 If I sinned, you would be watching me and would not let my 

offense go unpunished.  

v. 15 If I am guilty—woe to me! Even if I am innocent, I cannot lift 

my head, for I am full of shame and drowned in my affliction.  

v. 16 If I hold my head high, you stalk me like a lion and again 

display your awesome power against me.  

v. 17 You bring new witnesses against me and increase your anger 

toward me; your forces come against me wave upon wave.  

v. 18 Why then did you bring me out of the womb? I wish I had 

died before any eye saw me.  

v. 19 If only I had never come into being, or had been carried 

straight from the womb to the grave!  

v. 20 Are not my few days almost over? Turn away from me so I 

can have a moment’s joy  

v. 21 before I go to the place of no return, to the land of gloom and 

deep shadow,  

v. 22 to the land of deepest night, of deep shadow and disorder, 

where even the light is like darkness.” 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Job 9:1-10:22 and in your own words pull out the main 

thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What is Job’s question, according to Job 9:2? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does God do, according to verse 10? 

 

 

 

 

4. How does Job describe life, according to verse 25? 

 

 

 

 

5. What is Job going to say to God, according to Job 10:2? 
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6. What question is Job going to ask of God, according to  

verse 8? 

 

 

 

 

7. What has God done for Job in the past, according to  

verse 12? 

 

 

 

 

8. What does Job want God to do, according to verse 20? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness 

surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall not 

enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:20). 

 

LESSON #2: It is only the righteousness of Jesus Christ that 

makes us acceptable in the presence of a holy God. 

 

LESSON #3: God’s wisdom is profound, and His power is vast. 

 

LESSON #4: When you are fighting against God, you are 

going to experience consequences from that conflict. 

 

LESSON #5: He performs wonders that cannot be fathomed, 

miracles that cannot be numbered. 

 

LESSON #6: Suffering makes us vulnerable to 

misunderstanding God’s purpose and plan for our lives. 

 

LESSON #7: There is one God and one Mediator between God 

and man, the man Christ Jesus. 

 

LESSON #8: Job is in deep despair and is speaking out in the 

bitterness of his soul. 
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LESSON #9: Job does not have all the facts, so he has 

misinterpreted God’s purpose and plan in all of this. 

 

LESSON #10: Death can be a moment of great victory and 

triumph for the believer. 
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