A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Seven — Job 11:1-20

Pastor G.M. Cole shared this little poem and it epitomizes the
way Job feels. It would have probably been a lot of comfort to
Job.

THROUGH THE WATERS

When thou passest through the waters,
Deep the waves may be and cold,
But Jehovah 1s our refuge,
And His promise i1s our hold;
For the Lord Himself hath said it,
He, the faithful God and true:
When thou comest to the waters,
Thou shalt not go down, but through.

Seas of sorrow, seas of trial,
Bitterest anguish, fiercest pain,
Rolling surges of temptation
Sweeping over heart and brain—
They shall never overflow us,
For we know His word 1s true;
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All His waves and all His billows,
He will lead us safely through.

Threatening breakers of destruction,
Doubt’s 1insidious undertow,
Shall not sink us, shall not drag us
Out to ocean depths of woe;
For His promise shall sustain us,
Praise the Lord, whose Word 1s true!
We shall not go down, or under,
For He saith, “Thou passest through.”

(Poem sent by G. M. Cole, pastor of Big Horn Baptist Church,
Fort Smith, Montana)

In the previous six experiences of Job we have seen this man
go through horrible crisis after crisis. We see no comfort for all
of his trouble.

In our first episode he lost all ten of his kids, he was afflicted
physically, he lost all of his personal possessions and most of
his employees.

The second episode his three friends come—Eliphaz, Bildad
and Zophar. They’re business associates who come to comfort
and sympathize, but we haven’t heard any of that. Job simply
said I wish my birthday could be wiped off of the calendar and
that I could die.

Eliphaz, the senior spokesman said, “You know God is a God
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who deals with sinners.” And then Bildad comes along and he
says, “God 1s a God of justice.”

Now the third point of this sermon comes from Zophar. He is
going to be severe in some of the statements that he makes.
He 1s angry.

Have you ever noticed that when people are listening to
dialogue and they've got real strong opinions that the longer
the wait the madder they get? When they do finally say
something it just splatters all over everybody.

That’s almost the way we feel about Zophar. He’s been fuming
and stewing through the answers of Job and through the
statements of his two business associates. Now it’s his turn.
It’s time for Zophar to come to the plate. It’s time for him to
explain what’s happening to Job.

There’s nothing sadder in life than to be in the presence of
physical demise. These men are totally unconscious to the
hurt and pain that Job 1s going through.

Adoniram Judson’s biography is a great read. The saddest
part of that whole book i1s the death of his wife Nancy. He’s
not there because he 1s on a mission assignment. This is what
1s recorded:

(To the Golden Shore: The Life of Adoniram Judson by
Courtney Anderson)




They told him that Nancy had said little during her
1llness. Her mind had seemed to be affected and sometimes
her thoughts wandered. But they did remember her saying,
“The teacher 1s long in coming and the new missionaries are
long in coming. I must die alone and leave my little one, but as
1t 1s the will of God, I acquiesce in His will. I am not afraid of
death, but I am afraid I shall not be able to bear these pains.
Tell the teacher that the disease was most violent and I could
not write. Tell him how I suffered and died. Tell him all that
you see; and take care of the house and things until he
returns.”

When she was scarcely aware of anything else, she would
still call for little Maria, who was being cared for by Mrs.
Whitlock, wife of an officer and the only European woman in
Amherst. When Mrs. Whitlock would bring the baby, Nancy
would tell her again and again to be kind to it and be sure it
had everything it wanted until its father should return. But
the last few days she did not even do this. She lay on one side
without moving, apparently almost unconscious, her head on
her arm, her eyes closed. About eight o’clock one evening she
gave an exclamation of distress or pain in Burmese and at
that moment stopped breathing.

This was all the disciples could tell Adoniram.

p. 378

It would be very difficult to continue on in ministry with that
kind of a hurt and pain. But this man went through that
several times and was one of the most profound missionaries
that ever graced the globe in the impact he had in establishing
a ministry in the land of Burma.
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We can call these three friends—Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar:
ELIPHAZ THE EXTERMINATOR and

BILDAD THE BRUTAL.

Now up to the plate the announcer has just introduced,
ZOPHAR THE ZEALOT. He 1s ready to begin his speech.

He’s the most dogmatic of the three. He 1s a legalist and a
formalist. He has a simplistic approach to life. It’s either black
or white—there’s no gray. You can always predict how God’s
going to act. It’s like He has inviolable laws by which He
operates and nothing is secret.

Zophar is like a leopard ready to pounce upon his prey. He’s
the kind of person who is “Mr. Answer Man.” Have you ever
met one of these? You ask a question and they're always the
one that’s got the answer. It’s almost like, when they give you
the answer they say, “Would you like me to answer another
question?”

They get their strokes by having all of the information that
anybody needs. They are the great dispensers of truth and
God 1s bound by certain laws and never operates beyond the
circumference of those laws and this is the way it 1s.

Now for our text.



Zophar

v. 1 Then Zophar the Naamathite replied:

“Then Zophar the Naamathite replied:”

Job’s saying, “I need you on my team, not on my back!”

Where in the world i1s grace? Where 1s love? Where 1s some
understanding and some comfort?

Pepper Rogers was the head football coach at UCLA. He was
going through a horrible season. Listen to this:

(When All Hell Breaks Loose: You May Be Doing Something
Right. Surprising Insights From the Life of Job by Steven J.
Lawson)

He was so upset about it, and he didn’t think his wife was
encouraging him enough. He said, “My dog is my best friend. I
told my wife that a man needs at least two friends. She told
me to go buy another dog.”

p. 88

Zophar there—dJob probably says, “I just wish I had a friend. I
mean a real friend.”

Remember in our last study when he said, “I just wish
somebody would come and mediate between us.”
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They would know both sides. It’s like neither one of the three
guys are doing anything to comfort him, and so he’s still
reaching out for someone who understands.

Even though everybody else fails to understand what you're
going through, even though everybody else has got their
explanations and it turns you off, you still have Jesus. He’s a
friend who sticks closer than a brother and He never fails. Of
course Job doesn’t have the benefit of that.

When each of these men speak, they usually ask questions.
There’s a certain number of questions and we track the talks
by the questions.

There are TEN QUESTIONS in this study. It’s a very brief
study. It’s the briefest of all of them, so thank goodness
Zophar’s time at bat’s going to be short.

Here in verse 2 he starts to talk.

v. 2 “Are all these words to go unanswered? Is this
talker to be vindicated?

““Are all these words to go unanswered? Is this talker to be
vindicated?”

Question #1: “Are all these words to go unanswered?”

You can just feel him, like a hose under pressure ready to
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spew 1t out. Are all these words that he’s saying going to go
unanswered?

Question #2: “Is this talker to be vindicated?”

He’s not telling the truth. When we look at that second verse,
specifically those two questions, he calls Job a hypocrite and a
liar.

All of these words don’t mean anything. Aren’t we going to
answer him and confront him on those words? Is he just to be
able to go on and “be vindicated” when he isn’t telling the
truth?

“You know Job, you're really covering your sins with a whole
lot of words.” That’s the way Zophar starts with his furious
statements. It’s like he comes up and says, “In your face Job!
I'm getting right up in your face and I'm going to confront you
with your lies and your hypocrisy!”

That brings a lot of comfort to somebody really hurting,
doesn’t it?

v. 3 Will your idle talk reduce men to silence? Will no
one rebuke you when you mock?

“Will your 1dle talk reduce men to silence? Will no one rebuke
you when you mock?”

Question #3: “Will your idle talk”—or will your chatter—
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“reduce men to silence?”

“Job, are you so stupid and far out nobody even cares to
confront you and answer what you have to say? That no one
would even respond because they feel sorry for you as to how
deceived you are? And how you're missing the point?”

Question #4: “Will no one rebuke you when you mock?”

You are a mockery to God! You're a mockery to justice! You're
a mockery to truth!

v. 4 You say to God, ‘My beliefs are flawless and I am
pure in your sight.’

“[Job] You say to God, “My beliefs are flawless and I am pure
in your sight.”

He says, “Job, you're doing TWO THINGS.” You're saying:
1. you have a “flawless” creed and
2.  you have a “pure” conduct.

You're saying basically that what you believe 1s “flawless” and
1t’s the truth.

“You're also saying something else Job—and that is you're
saylng you're pure in conduct.”



Now did Job ever say that? Let’s reflect for a minute on how
much we know about what Job has had to say.

Did he ever say that he was pure in conduct? He never did.
That’s how you can take something that somebody says and
twist it around and try to build a case against them. It’s so
easy to do. We hear it all the time.

What did he really say? He said, “You know, I can’t
understand why I’'m suffering so much because I don’t think
I've done anything to deserve this kind of suffering.”

He takes that premise and says, “Oh Job, you say you're pure
and your theology’s flawless and the way you’re suffering is
not something you deserve.” That isn’t really what he said.

He’s simply saying, “You know I'm hurting and I really don’t
see any reason why I'm hurting like this in my life.” They
make the assumption and take it a step farther and say that
he has indeed said that he’s pure.

When we get to verse 5 we almost get embarrassed for Zophar:
Think seriously about this.

v. 5 Oh, how I wish that God would speak, that he
would open his lips against you

“Oh, how I wish that God would speak, and that he would
open his lips against you”
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That’s stinging sarcasm. He’s saying, “You know, all three of
us have talked Job and we’ve tried to reason with you. We've
tried to confront you. We've tried to help you and we haven’t
gotten to first base. Now what I wish Job 1s that God would
speak and when He opens His lips He’d open His lips against
you!”

J. Vernon Mc Gee said:

“Since God wasn’t speaking, Zophar’s going to speak for him.”

And then he said:

I received a rather crude letter the other day. It was from
a man who was rebuking me for a position that I held, which
to him indicated I was not only a very ignorant and dogmatic
man, but that I had no spiritual discernment whatsoever.
Then he proceeded to give me his interpretation. When he
finished, he said, “Now I am going to see whether [or not] you
will listen to the Holy Spirit...” Isn’t that interesting? That
man claimed to be the voice of the Holy Spirit. If I didn’t listen
to him, 1t meant I wasn’t listening to God.

As I read his letter, I felt confident that he was totally
unaware of the fact that he was doing the very thing he had
accused me of doing! Supposing the man did have some inside
information that I do not have access to, he certainly was not
proceeding in a way that was helpful to me. In fact, his letter
was not at all helpful to me and ended up in the “round file,”
which 1s the wastebasket. I put it there because it had no
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message for me.
I don’t think Zophar had a message for Job.
(source unknown)

We don’t live on explanations. We live on promises.

When we'’re talking to people and we’re trying to explain their
suffering we have struck out at the plate. That is not our
business to enter into the sacred veil and try to explain to
someone why they’re going through what they’re going
through. We’re not God and we need to be very careful when
we walk into somebody’s presence and we tell them why
they’re going through something. The best thing we can do 1s
give them a promise. Something they can hang on to,
something they can hold on to that’s going to give them a song
in the night, that’s going to give them a comfort in the hour of
their grief.

We can really be deceived. When God does speak, He doesn’t
“open his lips against” Job. He opens His lips against Zophar,

Bildad and Eliphaz.

If God opened His lips about you, are the premises that
undergird your life of such a nature that God would not be
speaking against you and what you think about God? And
what you think about your relationship to Him? And what you
think about His eternal salvation? And what you think about
your computer print-out and the works that you have to
present to Him? Would He indeed speak “against you”? Do you
think that He’s going to really pat you on the back and say, “I
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understand” and commend you?

It doesn’t hurt one bit to get serious when you come to a
statement like this. Do you really know whom you have
believed? Are you persuaded that He will never separate
Himself from you? Do you know that He’s given to you eternal
life and you’ll never perish because you, by faith, have invited
the Lord Jesus Christ into your life? Do you know that?

Jesus warned in Matthew 7:

Matthew 7:22

Many will say unto in that day, “Lord, Lord, haven’t we...”
And I'll say, “Depart from Me, I never knew you.”

Isn’t it easy to get deceived? Isn’t it easy to get dogmatic? Isn’t
1t easy for us to think that we are right and the rest of the
world 1s wrong?

And Zophar, in a moment of frustration and anger, fires a
searing missile right into the heart of Job. Convinced that if
God would speak now, God “would open his lips against” Job
and not the three of them.

When He opens His lips He would:

v. 6 and disclose to you the secrets of wisdom, for true
wisdom has two sides. Know this: God has even
forgotten some of your sin.
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“disclose to you the secrets of wisdom,”—dJob—"“for true
wisdom has two sides. Know this: God has even forgotten
some of your sin.”—dJob.

God’s going to “open his lips” and speak against him. “God
has also forgotten a lot of things you’ve already done Job.”

We'll talk about that i1n a minute.

When he says he’ll “disclose to you the secrets of wisdom,”
that’s true 1sn’t 1t?

John 16:13

howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth has come, he will guide
you into all truth...

Great 1s the mystery of godliness. There 1s truth of scripture
that we can only comprehend by the teaching ministry of the

Holy Spirit as He opens the Word of God to us.

1 Corinthians 2:14

The natural man receives not anything of the Spirit of God, for
they’re foolishness unto him. Neither can he know them
because they’re spiritually discerned.

So we have natural limitations and God is capable, by the
teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit, to open up truth to us
and to disclose to us the “secrets of wisdom.”
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What does he mean when he says “true wisdom has two

sides”? This 1s one of the most comforting phrases in the whole
of the book.

“wisdom has two sides.”

As far as God’s concerned there 1s the wisdom which 1s
REVEALED and the wisdom which 1s CONCEALED.
Whenever we relate to any circumstance of suffering in our
life, we must see wisdom in both perspectives. There’s that
which we know and that which only God knows.

There’s wisdom which 1s folded over and God keeps concealed.
There 1s wisdom which God reveals.

James 1:5

But if any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, and he will
give to all liberally and He won’t chide you for often coming for
wisdom.

And when circumstances are going on in our life, it is an
option to come into the presence of God and ask God to give us
wisdom so that we can understand how to relate to what’s
happening in our life. God will grant that wisdom generously
and He will not send us away empty.

Now do we need that?
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Romans 11:33

Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and
unfathomable His ways.

In other words, His wisdom 1s beyond us.
Corrie Ten Boom describes her life:

“My life 1s like a weaving between my Lord and me. He sees
the upperside and I see the underside. I have a very limited
perspective of the pattern that He 1s forming in my life and I
can just see the tangle threads, but He sees the whole design
perfectly.”

(source unknown)

And 1n essence that’s what’s being said here—“wisdom has
two sides.”

There 1s another thought to put out here because this is where
Zophar really blows it.

In James chapter 3 we read this:

James 3:15

There 1s a wisdom which is from above and there’s a wisdom
which 1s from beneath that comes out of the very pit of hell.
And listen to what James says:
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James 3:14-16

but if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your
heart, don’t be arrogant and lie against the truth. This
wisdom 1s not that which comes down from above, but 1s
earthly, natural, demonic. For where jealousy and selfish
ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.

That’s wisdom on the horizontal when we have those feelings.
That’s the kind of feelings we have in the study. We read in
James:

James 3:17

There 1s a wisdom which is from above which is first pure,
then peaceable, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and
good fruits, and without hypocrisy, and without partiality.

That’s the kind of wisdom that comes down from the Father,
and the kind of wisdom that we don’t see here 1n this
particular passage.

We can almost see Zohar shaking his fist of righteous
indignation in Job’s face. And he’s saying to Job, “Job, you are
so lucky! You got such a light sentence for your sin.”

Zophar’s saying to Job: “Job you hit God on a good day in

court. That’s all I can tell you. You didn’t get what you

deserve, because if He’d have given you what you deserved He
17



would have blown you away man! You wouldn’t be alive right
now! Job, God was really lenient with you.”

Does that bring a lot of comfort?

“You know Job, I want to tell you something. If God would
have given you what you deserved, you'd be in hell. It’d be all
through for you Job if you’d have gotten what you deserved.”

Isn’t it amazing how people, when they start talking like this,
they’re privy to certain information that nobody else has? If
God’s wisdom 1s so limitless, how does Zophar cut into that
wisdom to be able to make such an arrogant statement like
this and say, “Boy Job, I know from God’s perspective He was
really lenient on you.” It’s another heartless jab. He 1sn’t done
yet so hold on tight. It’s going to get worse before it gets
better.

v. 7 Can you fathom the mysteries of God? Can you
probe the limits of the Almighty?

“Can you fathom the mysteries of God [Job]? Can you probe
the limits of the Almighty?”

Now he’s praising God for His great wisdom.
Question #5: “Can you fathom the mysteries of God?”
We know from our last study when Job was giving his speech,

he spoke of his own limitations with regard to wisdom.
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Job 9:4

His wisdom 1s profound, his power 1s vast. Who has ever
resisted him and come out unscathed?

No! You can’t comprehend God’s wisdom and you can’t resist
God’s wisdom or you're going to pay for it.

Question #6: “Can you probe the limits of the Almighty?”
Well no!

Romans 11:34

Who’s known the mind of the Lord, who became His
counselor?

Yes! You're right Zophar! God’s wisdom is way beyond us!

v. 8 They are higher than the heavens—what can you
do? They are deeper than the depths of the grave—
what can you know?

“They”— the mysteries of God—"are higher than the
heavens—what can you do? They are deeper than the depths
of the grave—what can you know?”

Question #7: “What can you do?”
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Question #8: “What can you know?”

“You can’t do anything Job to relate to this and you don’t
really know anything in comparison to all of God’s wisdom.”

v. 9 Their measure is longer than the earth and wider
than the sea.

“Their measure 1s longer than the earth and wider than the

2

sea.

Delitzsch, along with Keil, wrote a commentary on the Old
Testament that 1s excellent reference material. They do an
excellent job on Hebrew word studies. They said on these two
verses:

“The wisdom of God is 1n its height altogether inaccessible, in
1ts depth fathomless and beyond research, in its length
unbounded, in its breadth incomprehensible, stretching out
far beyond all human thought.”

(source unknown)

Now if you'd just said God’s ways are unknowable. And if
God’s ways are unknowable, then how does Zophar know 1t? If
they’re unknowable, how can he speak so arrogantly about the
fact that Job got off light in his sentence that he has faced
before God?

You almost feel like Zophar could well have had a good dose of
Mark Twain:
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(Running to Win! A Positive Biblical Approach to Rewards and
Inheritance by G. Harry Leafe)

... “‘When I was a boy of fourteen, my [dad] was so ignorant I
could hardly stand to have the old man around. But when I
got to be twenty-one, I was astonished at how much he had
learned in seven years.”

p. 48

It’s just the way you feel when you think in terms of Zophar.
He thinks he knows it all.

v. 10 If he comes along and confines you in prison and
convenes a court, who can oppose him?

“If he comes along and confines you in prison and convenes a
court, who can oppose him?”

In our last study Job said: “I just wish I could summon God to
court and make my statements. Then God could do what He
wants, but God will vindicate me. Because when we go to
court and I give my case before God, I would demonstrate to
God that I didn’t do anything wrong to deserve this!”
Remember that?

Now Zophar 1s vicious because he picks up on that. He says,

“You know something? If God happened to catch you speeding

and He comes along and picks you up, gives you a ticket,

throws you in jail and holds you there, and then He convenes
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a court. After He does that who can oppose him? You aren’t
going to win when you go to court with God.”

Question #9: “who can oppose him?”

This could mean: “Who can turn Him back from what He’s

doing? Who can restrain Him from going ahead and doing
what He’s doing Job?”

Do you remember verse 32 in his speech in our last study?
Job 9:32

He’s not a man like me that I might answer him, that we
might confront each other in court.

“We couldn’t do that!” he had said. Now comes the HIGH
POINT of Zophar’s speech—the highest point in the whole of
the book of Job.

V. 11 Surely he recognizes deceitful men; and when he
sees evil, does he not take note?

“Surely he recognizes deceitful men; and when he sees evil,
does he not take note?”

“dJob, you've been lying. You are a deceiver and you are

deceiving us as your three friends who came to comfort you.

And Job, God recognizes deceitful men. He takes note of that

and He deals with false men. His perspective i1s perfect and
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Job, you're in trouble. You're deceitful and not honest and God
recognizes that.”

Have you ever noticed that some of the people who are the
most Pharisaical and arrogant and have all the spiritual

answers have an empty life to back it up?

Paul Meier says this about Phariseeism:

(Don’t Let Jerks Get the Best of You by Paul Meier)

Keep in mind that Phariseeism is a defense mechanism
people use to avoid becoming aware of their own faults,
failures, and depravity. They unconsciously fear looking inside
themselves to see what needs to be changed. They try to
maintain that nothing needs to be changed and that only they
are the true believers. It took me several years to rid myself of

Phariseeism as a frequent defense mechanism.
p. 117

That 1s the easiest thing in the world to be able to say: “Hey!
That’s no problem with me man! Here’s the chapter and the
verse!” And then put the focus on everybody else.

First of all, he calls Job a deceiver. But in that last phrase he
says:

“and when he sees evil, does he not take note?”

That takes us back to verse 6.
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“You see God 1s making notes on all your sins Job and He let
you off easy. And when He sees evil, He takes note of it. And
the reason you're suffering is because of the evil in your life.”

Do you know what you're saying? What in the world is this
guy up to? How can a guy be so unfeeling and have so little
concern for the hurt of his friends? It just doesn’t seem real!
We're like that so many times in having ready answers for
people who are not looking for explanations but promises, and
something to hang onto in the midst of the storm. We do that

so many times.

v. 12 But a witless man can no more become wise than a
wild donkey’s colt can be born a man.

“But a witless man can no more become wise than a wild
donkey’s colt can be born a man.”

You didn’t even know that was in the Bible did you? Not only
1s he deceitful and evil, but he’s “witless”!

Do you know what that Hebrew word 1s?
“empty-headed.”

“Job, your lights are out on the upper floors. You’re vacant
upstairs. Your elevator’s stuck in the basement! You're a idiot!
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A wild donkey is the dumbest animal in creation, according to
them. “And for you to be wise, as a witless man, would be the
same as a stupid donkey giving birth to a man. You don’t even
have sense enough to come in out of the rain Job!”

“Job, the possibilities of an empty-headed man becoming wise
1s about as great as hell freezing over.” That’s the proverb that
we use today to describe something that’s totally impossible.

For you to become wise would be like a donkey giving birth to
a male child.

“a witless man can no more become wise than a wild donkey’s
colt can be born a man.”

From what we’ve heard, it is possible for a human couple to
give birth to a colt and Zophar is one of them. He has really
missed 1t completely. When you’re dealing with men and
women 1n this world, you should be more concerned about
their empty heart than their empty head. It’s the empty heart
that has the God-shaped vacuum that only He can fill.

That’s the reason He stands at the heart’s door and knocks
and He wants to come in. We spend all of our time using our
head when God wants to come into our hearts. We have all
kinds of arguments and reasons why we don’t have to get
serious about it, and that’s all so we can cover an empty heart.
Zophar has missed it. He didn’t get it.

What Steve Lawson says on this 1s great:
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When All Hell Breaks Loose: You May Be Doing Something
Right. Surprising Insights From the Life of Job by Steven dJ.
Lawson)

Now here’s a verse to put on your refrigerator! We may
print this one on the bottom of our church stationery.

Zophar’s intimidation tactics turn to name-calling. He
labels Job an 1diot. He’s saying, “Job, you are so stupid. You'vé
redefined the word. Look up ‘1diot’ in the dictionary, Job, and
you’ll see your own picture.” Zophar claims Job will become
intelligent when a donkey is born a man. In other words,
when hell freezes over.

This reminds me of the guy who went to the doctor and
said, “Doc, I need for you to check my brain.”

After running a few tests, the doctor said, “I'm sorry to
tell you this, but you're an idiot.”

The man said, “I need a second opinion.”

The doctor said, “All right. You're ugly, too!” That’s the
sensitivity with which Zophar speaks to Job. You're stupid,
but don’t worry, you're also ugly.

p. 115

There 1s a common thread between all three of these guys. All
three of them have the same theological orientation. It is the
patriarchal prosperity gospel. God is a giant computer—
righteousness in, riches out, sin in, suffering out.

All three of them have the picture of what it will be like when
Job confesses his sin. Plus he gives a little invitation at the
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end about what’s going to happen if he doesn’t. And that’s the
remaining verses.

He turns now to all the IFs—and there are four of them—and
then the NINE BLESSINGS that are going to come if he’ll just
follow Zophar’s advice.

He’s done after he calls him empty-headed. He’s finally
through with all the accusations. As he starts to cool down, hé
preaches the gospel. That’s the way it looks in the rest of these

verses. It’s his plea.

Remember the FOUR R’s from our previous studies when
Bildad spoke?

1. REPENT,

2. you’ll ROUSE God,

3. He’ll RESTORE you, and
4. He'll not REJECT you.

You're going to see the very same thing played out. It was
done by Eliphaz, it’s done by Bildad, now here comes Zophar.

v. 13 Yet if you devote your heart to him and stretch out
your hands to him,

“Yet 1f"—there are four “ifs.”
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“1f—the ball’s in your court Job.

“1f you devote your heart to him and stretch out your hands to
him,”

The first two IFs are there.

Phrase 1: “if you devote your heart to him.”

In other words, if you give your heart the right direction, if
you steer your emotions and your heart toward God, that’s
going to start solving your problem.

Phrase 2: “if you...stretch out your hands to him,”

If you take God by the hand, get in your heart, and place your
hand in His hand.

v. 14 if you put away the sin that is in your hand and
allow no evil to dwell in your tent,

“1f you put away the sin that is in your hand and allow no evil
to dwell in your tent,”

Phrase 3: “if you put away the sin that is in your hand”
The accusation is still there:

“Job, i1f you will deal with your sin...”
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Proverbs 28:13

He that covereth his sin shall not prosper, but whoever
confesseth and forsaketh it shall have mercy.

“1f you will put away your sin”
Then what’s the last one? That sin that’s “in your hand”:
Phrase 4: “if you...will allow no evil to dwell in your tent.

Now let’s take those four things and see how the prosperity
gospel 1s presented.

“If you devote your heart to Him, if you stretch out your hand
to Him, if you put away the sin that’s in your hand—in other
words you deal with what you've done—and then you allow no
evil to dwell in your tent, then you aren’t going to believe what
God’s going to do Job.”

Is what he said really valid? That is almost a presentation of

the gospel of Jesus Christ. You can say to somebody, if you
devote your heart to Him:

Revelation 3:20

“Behold I stand at the door and knock. If any man hear my
voice and open the door I'll come into him. I'll have fellowship

with him and he with Me.”
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Secondly, if you realize you have a need and you reach out and
put your hand in the hand of the Man from Galilee! Just put
your hand in His. Quit trying to do it on your own!

If you’ll deal with your sin:

Isaiah 1:18

Come now and let us reason together. Though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow. Though they be red
like crimson, they shall be as wool.

If you will go away a new creation and not allow sin to come
into your tent, you're demonstrating to the world that a diviné
transaction’s taken place.

Remember the woman caught in the act of adultery and
brought into the presence of Jesus as He’s teaching at the
temple? She was horribly embarrassed. Jesus said, “You who
are without sin throw the first rock.” All the guys disappear
like termites in the woodwork. Jesus 1s still writing on the
ground and He looks up and He says, “Where are those who
condemn you?” And she says, “There are none sir.” Remember
what He said? “Neither do I condemn you, but"—WHAT?—"go
and no longer be sinning.” (see John 8)

In other words, when you come to Jesus you experience grace
and forgiveness, but also the understanding that you go and
no longer pursue this pattern of life. You now follow new
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directions.
That’s really what he is saying in this message. But now can
you believe the blessings that are going to come? Look at

them.

The little words “you will” occur NINE TIMES. Here are the
NINE BLESSINGS that are going to flow, Job, if you’ll just
listen and hear what I have to say!

v. 15 then you will lift up your face without shame; you
will stand firm and without fear.

Blessing #1: “you will lift up your face without shame;”

Job, I know you’re hanging down your head in shame, but if
you’ll do this you’ll look into His face without shame.

Blessing #2: “you will stand firm”—you won’t be shaky
anymore.

Blessing #3: “you will stand...without fear.”
You don’t have to be afraid anymore.

“See all the promises that are going to come, just when you do
what I tell you to do,” Zophar said.

Brennan Manning wrote the book The Signature of Jesus and
he tells about Chuck Colson and his experience with cancer:
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(The Signature of Jesus: On the Pages of Our Lives
by Brennan Manning)

Charles Colson, Watergate crook and wheeler-dealer par
excellence, 1s a witness to many aspects of resurrection-
centered spirituality. His awareness of salvation-in-
community speaks for itself through his prison ministry. In
addition, his life is a lovely letter to God signed with the
signature of Jesus. Recently he learned that he has a
malignant cancer. He thought he would be shattered, but he
discovered in his confrontation with fear and suffering that
there 1s nothing for which God does not pour out His grace
abundantly. The tumor was caught early, and doctors have
assured him that the prognosis is excellent. Colson said:

“My suffering provided some fresh insights...into the
health-and-wealth gospel. If God really delivers his people
from all pain and illness, as 1s so often claimed, why was I so
sick? Had my faith become weak? Had I fallen from favor? No,
I had always recognized such teaching as false theology. But
after four weeks 1n a maximum care unit, I came to see it as
something else: a presumptuous stumbling block to real
evangelism.” Dragging his I.V. pole down a hospital corridor,
Colson was asked by a Hindu visiting his desperately 11l son
whether or not God would heal the boy if he, the father, were
to be born again. “He said he had heard things like that on
television. As I listened, I realized how arrogant health-and-
wealth religion sounds to suffering families. Christians can be
spared suffering but little Hindu children go blind. One
couldn’t blame a Hindu or Muslim or agnostic for resenting,
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even hating, such a God.” As for his cancer, “We don’t begin to
know all the reasons why. But we do know that our suffering
and weakness can be an opportunity to witness to the world
the amazing grace of God at work through us.”

pp. 101-2

What he’s saying is: “You do this, then God does this!”

He has nine of them—verse 16.

v. 16 You will surely forget your trouble, recalling it
only as waters gone by.

Blessing #4: “You will surely forget your trouble, recalling it
only as waters gone by.”

There’s going to be a light at the end of the tunnel for you!

v. 17 Life will be brighter than noonday, and darkness
will become like morning.

Blessing #5: “Life will be brighter than noonday, and darknessg
will become like morning.”

v. 18 You will be secure, because there is hope; you will
look about you and take your rest in safety.

Blessing #6: “You will be secure, because there is hope;”

Blessing #7: “you will look about you and take your rest in
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safety.”
Wow! Everybody wants that!

v. 19 You will lie down, with no one to make you afraid,
and many will court your favor.

Blessing #8: “You will lie down, with no one to make you
afraid,”

Blessing #9: “many will court your favor.”
You're probably saying, “Wow what a list! Where do I sign?”

That’s actually the feeling that Zophar wants Job to
understand. The problem is he’s missed the diagnosis from the
beginning. Job is being given some advice that he’s already
fulfilled, because his heart’s been directed toward God.

He’s put his hand in the hand of the Man! He 1s a man who
put away his sin and he was careful about sacrificing things.

He didn’t allow evil in his tent! He offered sacrifices for his
kids.

So all four of the premises are already history in the
biography of Job! It’s not something he has to do now. The
question i1s, why aren’t the blessings flowing then if your
theology’s right Zophar? That’s the big question.

Let’s reflect on these four things:
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1. give your hear the right direction toward Him,
2. stretch out your hands to Him,

3. put away your sin, and

4. allow no evil to dwell in your tent.

The blessings you're going to receive:

1. “you will lift up your face without shame,”

2. “you will stand firm,”

3. “you will stand...without fear,”

4. “you will surely forget your trouble, recalling only as
waters gone by,”

5. “your life will be brighter than noonday, and darkness
will soon become like the morning,”

6. “you will be secure, because there 1s hope,”
7. “you will look about you and take your rest in safety,”
8. “You will lie down, with no one to make you afraid,” and

9. “many will court your favor.”
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“Job, the ball’s in your court. But Job I want to tell you
something, if you don’t do it there’s something really sad
that’s going to happen.”

There are three things that happen to everybody that rejects
the gospel of Jesus Christ. These three things are really true.

v. 20 But the eyes of the wicked will fail, and escape
will elude them; their hope will become a dying

gasp.”
1. “But the eyes of the wicked will fail, and”
2. “escape will elude them;”
3.  “their hope will become a dying gasp.”

What a presentation of the gospel. Think about it for a
minute.

“the eyes of the wicked will fail,”
Yes they will. The things which they thought were true and

what they saw as true will fail when all the facts are in and
they see the glorious truth of the gospel too late!

1. “the eyes of the wicked will fail,”

2. “escape will elude them;”
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Hebrews 2:1

How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?
3. “their hope will become a dying gasp.”

In their death, all hope will disappear and they’ll die as one
who has no hope.

Isaiah 42:3

A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he’ll
not snuff out.

None of these men have spoken to comfort him at all.
There are nine lessons that come out of our text.

Lesson #1: Questions, confrontations, and accusations should
never be a part of the comforting process.

Lesson #2: Zophar, in his anger, has forgotten that Job is a
very hurting, lonely man

Lesson #3: Zophar assumes that if God would speak, He would
speak against Job—but it will be against Zophar later in the
passage.

Lesson #4: God’s wisdom has two sides: that which He sees
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from above, and that which we see from below; that which 1s
revealed, and that which 1s concealed or unrevealed

Lesson #5: Zophar says that Job has sinned even beyond the
extent of his punishment.

Lesson #6: God’s wisdom and ways of doing things are far
beyond us.

Lesson #7: Zophar accuses Job of being deceitful and doing
evil.

Lesson #8: Job suffers verbal abuse from Zophar by some of
the things that he says.

Lesson #9: The three R’s of Zophar’s solution are: (1)
REPENT; (2) RENOUNCE; and (3) the REWARDS are yours.

Now Job’s hurt, nobody’s prayed with him, nobody’s comforted
him, and they’ve basically told him, as round number one
comes to end, that all he needs to do 1s confess his sin and
everything’s going to be alright.

If you died tonight would it be a dying gasp of hope? Or would
1t be absent from the body, present with the Lord?

You're the only one that can answer that question. Cut
through every bit of your church theology, of all of your
suppositions, and all of the excuses that you have given to this
point as to why you’'ve never made this decision.
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Father, these are sobering times in which we live. There are
so many voices that are raised that speak such confusing
things. But Your Word makes it so clear to us. He who has the
Son has life and he who has not the Son of God has not life.
Jesus said to Thomas, “I am the way, the truth and the life.
No man comes to the Father but by Me.” Father, we pray that
we’ll never forget where Job is sitting as he listens to all of
this and how we can learn so much from these who've used the
wrong approach in trying to make application and explanation
of theological principles when Job desperately needs to have a
friend—a friend who would come alongside and be with him
rather than be on his back beating him down. We ask You to
meet us wherever this truth finds us and help us to be
Increasingly more sensitive to the people around us who really
hurt and need the balm of Gilead that comes as we comfort
and sustain them and bring healing in the midst of their
difficulties. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Seven — Job 11:1-20

NOTES

Zophar

v. 1 Then Zophar the Naamathite replied:

v. 2 “Are all these words to go unanswered? Is this talker to be
vindicated?

v. 3 Will your idle talk reduce men to silence? Will no one rebuke
you when you mock?

v. 4 You say to God, ‘My beliefs are flawless and I am pure in your
sight.’

v. 5 Oh, how I wish that God would speak, that he would open his
lips against you

v. 6 and disclose to you the secrets of wisdom, for true wisdom has
two sides. Know this: God has even forgotten some of your sin.
v. 7 Can you fathom the mysteries of God? Can you probe the
limits of the Almighty?

v. 8 They are higher than the heavens—what can you do? They are
deeper than the depths of the grave—what can you know?

v. 9 Their measure is longer than the earth and wider than the
sea.

v. 10 If he comes along and confines you in prison and convenes a
court, who can oppose him?

v. 11 Surely he recognizes deceitful men; and when he sees evil,
does he not take note?

v. 12 But a witless man can no more become wise than a wild
donkey’s colt can be born a man.

v. 13 Yet if you devote your heart to him and stretch out your
hands to him,

v. 14 if you put away the sin that is in your hand and allow no evil
to dwell in your tent,
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NOTES

v. 15 then you will lift up your face without shame; you will stand
firm and without fear.

v. 16 You will surely forget your trouble, recalling it only as waters
gone by.

v. 17 Life will be brighter than noonday, and darkness will become
like morning.

v. 18 You will be secure, because there is hope; you will look about
you and take your rest in safety.

v. 19 You will lie down, with no one to make you afraid, and many
will court your favor.

v. 20 But the eyes of the wicked will fail, and escape will elude
them; their hope will become a dying gasp.”

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Job 11:1-20 and in your own words pull out the main
thought of this passage.

2. What four questions does Zophar ask in verses 2 & 3?

3. What does Zophar wish that God would do, according to
verse 5?7
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4. What two questions does Zophar ask of Job, according to
verse 77

5. What three suggestions does Zophar give to Job to solve
his problems, according to verses 13 & 14?

6. What will happen if Job does these three things, according
to verses 15 & 167

7. What does Job have to look forward to, according to
verse 177

8. Contrast the life of the righteous to the wicked, according
to verses 18-20.
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9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Questions, confrontations, and accusations
should never be part of the comforting process.

LESSON #2: Zophar, in his anger, has forgotten that Job is a
very hurting, lonely man.

LESSON #3: Zophar assumes that if God would speak, He
would speak against Job—but it will be against Zophar
later in the passage.

LESSON #4: God’s wisdom has two sides: that which He sees
from above, and that which we see from below; that which

1s revealed, and that which 1s unrevealed.
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LESSON #5: Zophar says that Job has sinned even beyond the
extent of his punishment.

LESSON #6: God’s wisdom and ways of doing things are far
beyond us.

LESSON #7: Zophar accuses Job of being deceitful and doing
evil.

LESSON #8: Job suffers verbal abuse from Zophar by some of
the things that he says.

LESSON #9: The three R’s of Zophar’s solution are: 1) repent;
2) renounce; and 3) the rewards are yours.
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