A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Eight — Job 12:1-14:22

Max Lucado 1n one of his books says:

(He Still Moves Stones by Max Lucado)

Maybe you've heard the joke about the fellow who prayed
with a bad attitude?

“Why,” he asked, “has my brother been blessed with
wealth and I with nothing? All of my life I have never missed
a single day without saying morning and evening prayers. My
church attendance has been perfect. I have always loved my
neighbor and given my money. Yet now, as I near the end of
my life, I can hardly afford to pay my rent.

“My brother, on the other hand, drinks and gambles and
plays all the time. Yet he has more money than he can count. 1
don’t ask you to punish him, but tell me, why has he been
given so much and I have been given nothing?”

“Because,” God replied, “you’re such a self-righteous pain
in the neck.

p. 62

Job probably feels exactly that way about these three friends
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that we've been talking about and the difficulties that he’s
faced with them. We've walked through seven sets of
circumstances.

When we look at Job, Lawson says it well:

(When All Hell Breaks Loose: You May Be Doing Something
Right. Surprising Insights From the Life of Job by Steven dJ.
Lawson)

Talk about having your act together! Job had it all. Spiritual
integrity. Loving father. Successful businessman. Sterling
reputation. Job was the total package. There’s not a one of us
who wouldn’t have loved to trade sandals with Job. Even God
said, “There 1s no one like him on the earth” ... This man
played at the top of the big leagues! His faith, his family, his
fortune, his fame, his fathering. He touched all the bases!

p. 18

And yet that has not exempted him from the heartache and
the tragedy that we have seen in the previous seven episodes.

In our first experience we saw Black Friday hit him and he
lost all of his employees, all of his personal possessions, all his

employees with the exception of four, and all ten of his
children.

With all of that, he was then afflicted physically. In episode
number two his three friends come. They’re so shocked they
sit for seven days in silence without saying a word. Then
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finally Job issues his first little speech and he says he wants
to die. Then Eliphaz the Exterminator gives the first speech of
the three friends.

Job then answers him with speech number 2. Then Bildad the
Brutal very briefly drops some bombs on poor Job. Job then
brought speech number 3.

Then in the last episode we saw Zophar the Zealous. We
couldn’t believe that he would be so courageous and actually
so outrageous to call Job an empty-headed jackass—that’s
exactly what he called him in the text.

So now Job is giving SPEECH #4.

We’ve come full circle in this first round of dialogues with
these men. Job is now going to give his final answer. Job has
had it up to here with the three guys, so some of the things
he’s going to say are going to be said with a great deal of
personal animosity.

People just don’t call you names without, if you've got any
kind of integrity at all, responding. Job 1s pretty upset and he
1s going to speak to the issue.

Stu Weber has written a book called Tender Warrior. He
speaks of Job and he says this:

(Tender Warrior: God’s Intention for a Man by Stu Weber)




And heaven suddenly falls silent. The God whom Job so
faithfully serves seems away from His desk. Job’s urgent calls
and cries are routed into cosmic voice mail. The worthy
rancher from the land of Uz suddenly finds himself as alone as
a man can be.

The question before the reader, the Lord, the Devil, and
the ages 1s a strong one. Will Job remain a man, a real man?
Will he wilt? Will he fall apart? Will he cut and run? Will he
cash in the one thing he has left—his character, the essence of
the man?

p. 53

What’s he going to do? Well it’s going to get exciting so let’s
get into it. Job 1s tested to the nth degree. The question is, can
he hang on?

Psalm 88 closely compares to what Job 1s feeling in this
section.

Psalm 88:1-5

O Lord, the God who saves me,
day and night I cry out before you.
May my prayer come before you;
turn your ear to my cry.
For my soul 1s full of trouble
and my life draws near the grave.
I am counted among those who go down to the pit;
I am like a man without strength.
I am set apart with the dead,



like the slain who lie in the grave,
whom you remember no more,
who are cut off from your care.

That’s where he 1s, so don’t get down there with him other
than to understand why he’s where he 1s. Let’s learn from
some of the things he says in this tremendous drama that
we're getting ready to look at.

Now this 1s the longest of all of the speeches.

Job

v. 1 Then Job replied:

“Then Job replied:”

v. 2 “Doubtless you are the people, and wisdom will die
with you!

“Doubtless you are the people, and wisdom will die with you!”

The word “you” is in the PLURAL so he’s speaking to all three
of them—Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar.

All three of you are “people, and wisdom 1s going to die with
you!”

That’s actually about all he can say about what he’s heard
from all three of them.



“You sure have a lot of wise ideas and when you die—
obviously because of the way you presented them—wisdom 1s
going to die with you.”

Isn’t this interesting that immediately he goes right to the fact
that he’s been called a name? He doesn’t get many words out
of his mouth before he gets to the issue. When you have
something really bothering you, you don’t say much before you
get to 1it. He hasn’t gotten over the fact that he’s been called a
so-and-so by Zophar.

v. 3 But I have a mind as well as you; I am not inferior
to you. Who does not know all these things?

“But I have a mind as well as you; I am not inferior to you.
Who does not know all these things?”

Now let’s remember what Zophar said back in chapter 11. You
are a witless man:

Job 11:12

a witless man can no more become wise than a wild donkey’s
colt can be born a man.

In other words, “You are so empty-headed that the possibility
of you having wisdom and a good creative thought is about as
possible as a donkey giving birth to a male child.”



Now maybe that would never happen, but we certainly have
an illustration here of a male giving birth to a donkey and it
was Zophar’s daddy. He certainly is acting like one in this
passage in what he has to say.

There are TWENTY-THREE QUESTIONS that Job’s going to
fire off here. Some of them are going to come very fast, some of
them are going to be spread out in his little speech.

Question #1: “Who does not know all these things?”

“I am not inferior to you guys and everything you have told
me, up to this point, I already know. I have dealt with these
1ssues that you've talked about.”

They believe God’s like a gigantic computer. You put
righteousness in, riches come out. You put sin in, suffering
comes out. He knows all that and he’s dealt with those things.
But they haven’t said anything new that’s been a help to him.

v.4 I have become a laughingstock to my friends,
though I called upon God and he answered—a mere
laughingstock, though righteous and blameless!

“I have become a laughingstock to my friends, though I called
upon God and he answered—a mere laughingstock, though
righteous and blameless!”

Job probably feels like he has been put in a blender that’s
been set on chop, grind and grate—all three—and it’s literally
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chewing him up. Emotionally he’s been spent, he’s totally
shaken to pieces. Many times people, when they speak to you
when you're suffering, can do exactly that.

James Dobson has written a book called When God Doesn’t
Make Sense. That’s a good book to read with this one because
1t helps you recognize there are lots of times when He doesn’t.

Jim Conway was sitting with Jim Dobson in a restaurant one
day. (James Conway’s the one that wrote the book Men in
Mid-Life Crisis.) He was the past dean of Talbot Seminary and
his daughter Becki had a leg amputated. Shortly after this
tragic set of circumstances he says:

(When God Doesn’t Make Sense by James Dobson)

I remember a guy I saw in a restaurant a few days after
Becki underwent surgery. He was sitting at a table, and as I
walked by he reached out and grabbed my coat. He said, “Jim,
I think God has allowed this to happen because it has brought
about a revival in our church.”

I said, “So what 1s God going to do to bring another
revival when this one passes, chop off Becki’s other leg? Then
her arm and her other arm? There isn’t enough of Becki to
keep any church spiritually alive, if that 1s what it takes.”

When you start reaching for puny answers like that, it
dehumanizes those who suffer and insults our magnificent
God who loves and cares for the oppressed. I couldn’t explain
why Becki had to lose her leg, but I knew the answers being
given were not right.



Probably the most important thing I learned in this entire
process 1s this: I became deeply aware that there were only
two choices that I could make. One was to continue in my
anger at God and follow the path of despair I was on. The
other choice was to let God be God, and somehow say, “I don’t
know how all this fits together. I don’t understand the reasons
for it. I'm not even going to ask for the explanation. I've
chosen to accept the fact that You are God and I'm the
servant, instead of the other way around.” And there I left it.
pp. 87-88

You see how quickly you can say things like that? Things just
come out of your mouth, and it blows a person away because
they’re coming from a totally different orientation. They've
been so deeply hurt.

v. 5 Men at ease have contempt for misfortune as the
fate of those whose feet are slipping.

“Men at ease have contempt for misfortune as the fate of those
whose feet are slipping.”

In other words, “You three guys are at ease. It’s easy for you
and you have a contempt for somebody who’s experiencing
misfortune and who'’s feet are slipping.”

J. Vernon McGee said:

“You know, I used to go in all my years of ministry, to the
hospital to visit patients. And I'd go in and I'd pray with them.
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I’d say, ‘The Lord bless you,” and I'd pat them on the hand and
then I'd walk out.” He said, “But then the day came when I
was the one in the hospital with cancer and I was going to
have surgery and people came in and prayed with me and
patted me on the hand and they went out and I stayed there.”
(source unknown)

There’s a big difference when you have to stay there and face
the music. Job’s saying it’s real easy to be a guy “at ease” like
Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar, and really have contempt for my
“misfortune” and not recognize the fact that my “feet are
slipping” and there’s nobody here to help me.

v. 6 The tents of marauders are undisturbed, and those
who provoke God are secure—those who carry
their god in their hands.

“The tents of marauders are undisturbed, and those who

provoke God are secure—those who carry their god in their
hands.”

You guys are wrong! If it’s righteousness in and riches out and
1f 1t’s sin 1n and suffering out, then what about these wild,
wicked people that seem to have everything going for them?
That doesn’t fit your little category does 1t?

In essence that’s what he’s saying here. These guys carry their
1dols in their pockets and they're doing really well thank you,

and they’re not suffering like I'm suffering.
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Ray Stedman says:

“You tell me God always punishes unrighteousness, but look
around you. There are idolaters who openly bring their idols
in their hands. There are robbers living at peace; God 1s not
punishing them. Life itself testifies that you are wrong.”
(source unknown)

Now 1n these next verses, he’s going to point out the fact that
God doesn’t have to ask for permission to do what He does.

God 1s God and He does what He wants to do and He doesn’t
consult with us before He does it.

He uses NATURE as an illustration. Look at what he says
here. He’s turned to Zophar again—*“ask the animals.” Zophar
had the courage to say, “Job can’t get off that!”

He’s just us. He gets on something and he just stays with it.

Notice the “you” here 1s SINGULAR so it 1s addressed to
Zophar. Eliphaz and Bildad don’t have anything to do with
what’s being said in the next couple of verses because he’s
singling Zophar out right now—"*you” is singular.

v. 7 But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the
birds of the air, and they will tell you;

“But ask the animals, and they will teach you,”—SINGULAR,
Zophar—“or the birds of the air, and they will tell you;”
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v. 8 or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let
the fish of the sea inform you.

“or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish of
the sea inform you.”

There are four places Zophar can turn to get some good
wisdom:

1. “ask the animals, they will teach you,”

2.  “the birds of the air, they will tell you,”

3. “or speak to the earth, and it will teach you,”
4. “let the fish of the sea inform you.”

v. 9 Which of all these does not know that the hand of
the Lord has done this?

“Which of all these does not know that the hand of the Lord
has done this?”

In other words, everything that’s happened has been done by
“the hand of the Lord.”

This 1s the first time the Lord has been mentioned since
chapter 1. Do you remember back in chapter 1 in that very

first episode what he said after he went through all the losses?
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Job 1:21

The Lord has given and the Lord has taken away, may the
name of the Lord be praised.

Job, he’s the only one, brings the Lord back into the picture
here and he uses the term “Lord.”

Question #2: “Which of these does not know that the hand of
the Lord has done this?”

The animals, the fish, the world—they all know that God’s
hand is in everything that happens.

v. 10 In his hand is the life of every creature and the
breath of all mankind.

“In his hand 1s the life of every creature and the breath of all
mankind.”

Do you believe your life is “In his hand”?

John 10:28, 29

I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no
one shall snatch them out of My hand. My Father which gave
them to Me 1s greater than all; and no one is able to snatch
them out of my Father’s hand.

13



v. 11 Does not the ear test words as the tongue tastes
food?

Question #3: “Does not the ear test words as the tongue tastes
food?”

“I can see through your phony arguments fellas.”

v. 12 Is not wisdom found among the aged? Does not
long life bring understanding?

“Is not wisdom found among the aged? Does not long life bring
understanding?”

Question #4: “Is not wisdom found among the aged?”
Question #5: “Does not long life bring understanding?”

You would think that with old age would come the wisdom

and the answers to some of these things. He says then in verse
13:

v. 13 To God belong wisdom and power; counsel and
understanding are his.

“To God belong wisdom and power; counsel and understanding
are his.”

He'’s getting ready to make a great tribute to God. It’s really
special.
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Do you remember in Job’s last speech how touched we were
when he said, “I just wish I had a representative.” Then he
talked about God’s sovereignty of certain things being allotted
to him. Here’s another precious point.

Here he is right on the brink of his own physical demise, but
he starts praising the Lord for His greatness, His power and
His authority.

Listen to him as he gives praise to God here. First of all, in
verse 14—after he says “To God belong” FOUR THINGS:

1. “wisdom,”

2. “power,”

3. “counsel,” and

4. “understanding.”

He’s going to return to that.

v. 14 What he tears down cannot be rebuilt; the man he
imprisons cannot be released.

“What he tears down cannot be rebuilt; the man he imprisons
cannot be released.”

How many times have we wanted to push the reverse button
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on the video of our life and relive some things or redo some
things? We can’t! We can’t put it on pause either. We have to
go ahead and live with it. It’s coming! It’s playing itself out
and soon 1t’s going to come to an end.

He says you can’t go back, you can’t retract these things.
Notice what he says in verse 15.

v. 15 If he holds back the waters, there is drought; if he
lets them loose, they devastate the land.

“If he holds back the waters, there is drought; if he lets them
loose, they devastate the land.”

There’s 1llustration after illustration isn’t there?
In Eljjah’s day He kept it from raining for 3 1/2 years.

In the day of Moses He held back the Red Sea so the Israelites
could get through.

In the Jordan River he did the same thing.
Over and over again God has been the One who can hold back
waters. He can break up the fountains of the deep in Noah’s

day and flood the whole earth. That i1s His prerogative as God.

Now he returns to the things that belong to God.
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v. 16 To him belong strength and victory; both deceived
and deceiver are his.

“To him belong strength and victory; both the deceived and
the deceiver are his.”

We can take all 8 of those things from verse 13 and verse 16
and put them together. He’s speaking of God. “To God
belongs”™—look at this tribute to Him.

“To God belongs”:
1. “WISDOM,”
2. “POWER,”

3. “COUNSEL,”

4. “UNDERSTANDING,”

5. “STRENGTH,”

6. “VICTORY,”

7. “THE DECEIVED,” and

8. “THE DECEIVER.”

“If 'm the deceived and you guys are the deceiver, we both

belong to God. We're both in His hands.”
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Isn’t that a tremendous statement of praise to God? It’s like

He starts to reach for the pinnacle because in verses 17-25 he
makes ELEVEN great STATEMENTS OF PRAISE.

v. 17 He leads counselors away stripped and makes
fools of judges.

Statement #1: “He leads counselors away stripped and makes
fools of judges.”

v. 18 He takes off the shackles put on by kings and ties
a loincloth around their waist.

Statement #2: “He takes off the shackles put on by kings and
ties a loincloth around their waist.”

Do you know what that’s a picture of? That’s a picture of the
belt that the wrestler or the boxer gets—that’s his honor.
That’s the mark of his strength.

But God comes along and takes it off and gives him his
loincloth back. God has the power to strip away those things
that we think are so important. And Job has certainly
experienced that in the loss of everything that he took pride in
earlier in his life.

Religious people aren’t exempt. Look at verse 19.
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v. 19 He leads priests away stripped and overthrows
men long established.

Statement #3: “He leads priests away stripped and overthrows
men long established.”

v. 20 He silences the lips of trusted advisers and takes
away the discernment of elders.

Statement #4: “He silences the lips of trusted advisers and
takes away the discernment of elders.”

v. 21 He pours contempt on nobles and disarms the
mighty.

Statement #5: “He pours contempt on nobles and disarms the
mighty.”

v. 22 He reveals the deep things of darkness and brings
deep shadows into the light.

Statement #6: “He reveals the deep things of darkness and
brings deep shadows into the light.”

v. 23 He makes nations great, and destroys them; he
enlarges nations, and disperses them.

Statement #7: “He makes nations great, and destroys them;”

That’s scary.
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Statement #8: “he enlarges nations, and disperses them.”

v. 24 He deprives the leaders of the earth of their
reason; he sends them wandering through a
trackless waste.

Statement #9: “He deprives the leaders of the earth of their
reason;”

Statement #10: “he sends them wandering through a trackless
waste.”

It’s incredible what 1s being passed off as wisdom, insight and
intelligence. In our day the things we find that are being
spoken—it’s almost like God has just reached down and
turned off the wheels of wisdom in the heads of these who are
in positions of leadership. He does it—dJob says that here.

v. 25 They grope in darkness with no light; he makes
them stagger like drunkards.

Statement #11: “They grope in darkness with no light; he
makes them stagger like drunkards.”

We can take all the VERBS here and make it a blessing.
These are the action words about God. Listen to this—this 1s
so good:

He “LEADS,”
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He “MAKES” fools,

He “TAKES” off,

He “TIES” the loincloth,

He “OVERTHROWS,”

He “SILENCES,”

He “TAKES” away,

He “POURS” contempt,

He “DISARMS,”

He “REVEALS,”

He “BRINGS” deep shadows,
He “MAKES” nations great,
He “DESTROYS” them,

He “ENLARGES” nations,
He “DISPERSES” them,

He “DEPRIVES” the leaders of the earth of their judgment,
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He “SENDS” them wandering through a trackless waste, and
He “MAKES” them stagger like drunkards.

What a tribute of praise to our God by a suffering man like

Job!

13:v. 1 My eyes have seen all this, my ears have heard
and understood it.

“My eyes have seen all this, my ears have heard and
understood it.”

“Now fellas, I want you to know I haven’t been sitting around
as a dunce. I have heard all this. I've experienced it and I
know it.”

“I'm your equal guys.”

v. 2 What you know, I also know; I am not inferior to
you.

“What you know, I also know; I am not inferior to you.”
That takes you back to the last chapter:

Job 12:3

I have a mind as well as you and I am not inferior to you. Who
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does not know all these things?

He goes back to that again because he has gotten the feeling
sitting there in that ash heap that he is a piece of crummy
junk In comparison to these guys who are at ease and have
everything going for them. He goes back to it again and says:

“I am not inferior to you guys just because I've lost all ten of
my kids and I've lost all of my possessions and I'm sitting heré
in physical affliction. I'm not inferior to you! There’s not
anything wrong with me.”

You can tell he’s fed up when you get to verse 3.

v. 3 But I desire to speak to the Almighty and to argue
my case with God.

“I desire to speak to the Almighty and to argue my case with
God.”

“I am sick and tired of you self-appointed, lawless legalists—
you attorneys—self-appointed. You tried to solve my problem
and I've had it. I am ready to take my case to the Supreme
Court. I want to go to the top of the stairs. I want to argue my
case forcibly in the higher courts.”

He said that a couple of times. “I'd like to go to court but I'm
afraid that I'd be intimidated about 1t.” Well he returns to
that.
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v. 4 You, however, smear me with lies; you are
worthless physicians, all of you!

“You, however, smear me with lies; you are worthless
physicians, all of you!”

You can tell he’s letting a little bit of it hang out here.
“You...smear me with lies”—you aren’t telling me the truth.
“You are worthless physicians, all of you! I came to you for a
prescription and you didn’t even give me one. You haven’t

helped me at all!”

v. 5 If only you would be altogether silent! For you, that
would be wisdom.

“If only you would be altogether silent! For you, that would be
wisdom.”

It’s like he’s laying into him. In laymen’s terminology: “To
shut up is the smartest thing you could do. You know just slip
1t into neutral and don’t talk anymore. That'd help a whole
lot.”

v. 6 Hear now my argument; listen to the plea of my
lips.

“Hear now my argument; listen to the plea of my lips.”
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Now he’s going to fire off EIGHT QUESTIONS here—one
right after another. We've already had five questions. Here

comes QUESTIONS 6-13.

v. 7 Will you speak wickedly on God’s behalf? Will you
speak deceitfully for him?

Question #6: “Will you speak wickedly on God’s behalf?”
Question #7: “Will you speak deceitfully for him?”
“You guys haven’t represented God before me.”

v. 8 Will you show him partiality? Will you argue the
case for God?

Question #8: “Will you show him partiality?””—by the fact that
He’s partial toward those who are righteous and He does not
have the same feelings toward everybody?

Question #9: “Will you argue the case for God?”—are you
taking His place? Presenting His mandate?

v. 9 Would it turn out well if he examined you? Could
you deceive him as you might deceive men?

Question #10: “Would it turn out well if he examined you?”
“Boys how would 1t happen if you were the guy sitting on the

ash heap and God was examining you?”
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What if it was, “Search me, O God, and know my heart” (ref.
Psalm 139:23) and you were the ones?

Question #11: “Could you deceive him as you might deceive
men?”

What’s the answer? No. Why?

Hebrews 4:13

All things are naked and open to the eyes of Him with whom
we have to do.

1 Samuel 16:7

Man looks on the outward appearance but God looks on the
heart.

“You guys couldn’t do it!”

v. 10 He would surely rebuke you if you secretly
showed partiality.

“He would surely rebuke you if you secretly showed
partiality.”

Why does he keep coming back to “partiality”?

Because James 2:9 says to be partial is to commit sin, and
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they are partial. They're partial toward the righteous who are
rich because they're righteous. This is the picture that he’s

described.

v. 11 Would not his splendor terrify you? Would not the
dread of him fall on you?

Question #12: “Would not his splendor terrify you?”

“Would not the dread of him fall on you?”—He’s already talked
about that.

Question #13: “Would not the dread of him fall on you?”

v. 12 Your maxims are proverbs of ashes; your defenses
are defenses of clay.

“Your maxims are proverbs of ashes; your defenses are
defenses of clay.”

Here he sits in the ash heap and he says all of these things
you've been talking about—your “proverbs,” your “maxims,”
your principles are nothing but “ashes; your defenses are
defenses of clay.” They break down under the slightest
pressure of life.

v. 13 Keep silent and let me speak; then let come to me
what may.

“Keep silent and let me speak; then let come to me what may.”
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“If you guys will just keep still and let me speak, and then no
matter what happens, let come...what may.”

It’s almost like Esther would say: “If I perish, I perish,” but
I've got to go. (ref. Esther 4:16)

Or like old Jacob would say: “If I'm bereaved, I'm bereaved”
but Benjamin’s got to go down to Egypt or we're going to
starve. (ref. Genesis 43:14)

It’s like Job 1s there. He says, “I am so near physical death
and the stuff you guys have been throwing at me is so
incoherent and so far from what I think the truth is. I just
need to speak and then we’re going to let the chips fall where
they will.”

And so he’s ready to speak—verse 14.

v. 14 Why do I put myself in jeopardy and take my life
in my hands?

Question #14: “Why do I put myself in jeopardy and take my
life in my hands?”

Big Question #14—then comes verse 15. Isn’t this a great
verse?

v. 15 Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him; I will
surely defend my ways to his face.
28



“Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him; I will surely
defend my ways to his face.”

“You know even if I die, I will still trust in this great God.”

What a powerful statement. You notice however, once in a
while you get a little glimmer? Something that’s really
special—here’s a treasure. This is a verse that’s been quoted
and held onto by many in the midst of great adversity.

Someone, one of the commentators, described that old hymn
that slaves used to sing:

Where could I go,

O’ where could I go,

Seeking a refuge for my soul,
Needing a friend

To help me in the end,

Where could I go but to the Lord?
(source unknown)

In essence, Job 1s saying, “I'm going to Him, and though he
slay me, yet will I trust in him.”

Stu Weber did a great job weaving this together:

(Tender Warrior: God’s Intention for a Man by Stu Weber)

There was a sense of permanence in Job. He was strong,
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stable, secure, consistent ... What you saw was what you got—
whether he had the visible trappings of God’s blessing or not.
In sickness and in health. For better or for worse. For richer
or for poorer. Job stayed. Sounds like a marriage vow, doesn’t
1t? For good reason. You see, that marriage covenant and the
spirit of those words are at the core of a man’s manhood. A
man’s greatest strength is his capacity to stay by the stuff. To
make and keep promises. A man’s word connects. A man’s
word stays.

At one point the old patriarch vows, “Though He slay me,
yet will I trust Him.” Standing tall in the fierce winds of hell
1tself, Job refuses to turn from his commitment. And that is
masculinity, pure and unadulterated.

p. 97

You prove your manhood by staying in the midst of the storm!
“Though he slay me, yet I will trust in him;”

I will remain unmoved.

Lawson said:

(When All Hell Breaks Loose: You May Be Doing Something
Right. Surprising Insights From the Life of Job by Steven J.
Lawson)

Job 1s careful to seek to please God. Zophar, Bildad, and
Eliphaz are not the holy Trinity. God is. Consequently, Job
desires to argue his ways before God, ...
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Job says, “Though He slay me, I will hope in Him.” What
a statement of faith in God! What a declaration of confidence
and trust in God. “No matter what befalls me, I will put my
hope and trust in the Lord. Not in my critics.”
p. 123

When you get somebody like that, you know they’re going to
finish strong and you can trust that they’ll always be there.

Our Daily Bread shared the story of Thomas Edison. He had
this horrible fire that destroyed his whole compound in 1914.
This story describes the very next morning after this fire had
destroyed everything that he had:

...the very next morning, walking among the still smoldering
rubble of those buildings that had housed so many of his
projects, Edison, then 67, said, “There 1s great value in
disaster. All our mistakes are burned up. Thank God, we can
start [over brand new].”

(Our Daily Bread, November 5, year unknown)

Incredible! You say, “WOW! I want to be like that!” Well yes.
We all do—to be stable and steadfast no matter what the
storm may bring.

v. 16 Indeed, this will turn out for my deliverance, for
no godless man would dare come before him!

“Indeed, this will turn out for my deliverance, for no godless
man would dare come before him!”
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You see a sense of positive assurance there. There have been
times when he said he wants to come before God. He thought
he wasn’t going to make i1t. He said, “I was speechless. I would
be saying things that would be irrational.” And now it’s kind
of like when you get to this point he says it’s all going to turn
out okay.

“[It] will turn out for my deliverance,”—if he had a chance to
speak—“for no godless man would dare come before him! I'm
not afraid to come before Him so I'm certainly not a godless

b

man.

v. 17 Listen carefully to my words; let your ears take in
what I say.

“Listen carefully to my words; let your ears take in what I

b

say.

v. 18 Now that I have prepared my case, I know I will be
vindicated.

“Now that I have prepared my case, I know I will be
vindicated.”

Do you see what’s been going on? In his thinking, while he’s
been sitting there in the ashes listening to these guys, he’s
been preparing his own case. It’s like he’s been trying to put
the pieces together.
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Was a blameless man before God? Was he in fellowship with
Him before this happened? Was he a good parent? Was he
honest with integrity with regard to his business
transactions?

He’s been building his case and now he comes to the point
where there’s only one answer—“I am vindicated for the way [
have acted and the way I live.”

John Parker, the Minute Man at Lexington, said:

(How to Talk So People Will Listen by Steve Brown)

Stand your ground. Don’t fire unless fired upon, but if they

mean to have a war, let i1t begin here!
p. 90

Here’s Job. He’s now standing and he feels like all of his
arguments have been marshalled and that God’s going to
vindicate him.

v. 19 Can anyone bring charges against me? If so, I will
be silent and die.

Question #15: “Can anyone bring charges against me? If so, I
will be silent and die.”

“I am so convinced of my case and my integrity that if anybody
wants to bring their case against me, go ahead and do it and
I'll die.”
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Right now he feels a deep confidence that he’s on track and
that everything is okay. Now watch how he does this. He
speaks directly to God here.

v. 20 Only grant me these two things, O God, and then I
will not hide from you:

“Only grant me these two things, O God, and then I will not
hide from you:”

v. 21 Withdraw your hand far from me, and stop
frightening me with your terrors.

“Withdraw your hand far from me, and stop frightening me
with your terrors.”

v. 22 Then summon me and I will answer, or let me
speak, and you reply.

“Then summon me and I will answer, or let me speak, and you
reply.”

“God, just two things. Please let me off the hook from all these
terrors and then summon me and I will give my answer.”

v. 23 How many wrongs and sins have I committed?
Show me my offense and my sin.

Question #16: “How many wrongs and sins have I committed?
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Show me my offense and my sin.”
“How many wrongs...?” and
“Show me my offense.”

Why was David a man after God’s own heart? Because he
would pray always:

Psalm 139:23, 24

Search me, O God, and know my heart;
try me and know my thoughts.
See 1f there be any wicked way in me...

He was constantly speaking to God.

Psalm 26:2, 3

Test me, O Lord, and try me;

examine my heart and my mind,

For your love is ever before me,

and I'll walk continually in your truth.

Job’s saying the same thing.
“Just test me Lord. Show me my wrongs. Show me my offense.

Show me my sin.”
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v. 24 Why do you hide your face and consider me your
enemy?

Question #17: “Why do you hide your face and consider me
your enemy?”

Isn’t that amazing?
“How many wrongs have I done?” and then
“Why do you hide your face” from me?

When a person hides his face from someone it’s because he’s
not pleased with him.

We read that blessing back in Numbers 6:

Numbers 6:24-26

The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face shine upon you,
the Lord be gracious unto you...

You want the Lord to look on you and to smile and Job feels
that God has hidden His face.

v. 25 Will you torment a windblown leaf? Will you chase
after dry chaff?

Question #18: “Will you torment a windblown leaf?”
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Question #19: “Will you chase after dry chaff?”

“God I feel like a windblown leaf. I've been blown from pillar
to post and I'm as dry as chaff!”

Psalm 1:4, 5

The wicked are like the chaff that the wind blows away.
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.

“I feel like that God! That I'm like this!”
Then he gives some responses to that.

v. 26 For you write down bitter things against me and
make me inherit the sins of my youth.

The reason that I feel like this is FOUR-FOLD:

1. “For you write down bitter things against me [God]” and

2. “[You] make me inherit the sins of my youth.”

v. 27 You fasten my feet in shackles; you keep close
watch on all my paths by putting marks on the

soles of my feet.

3. “You fasten my feet in shackles;”
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4. “you keep close watch on all my paths by putting marks
on the soles of my feet.”

“My tennis shoes even have a mark and You can tell where
I've been with God!”

“Lord, I don’t know what to do! All four of these things You're
doing to me!”

v. 28 So man wastes away like something rotten, like a
garment eaten by moths.

“So man wastes away like something rotten, like a garment
that’s been eaten with the moth.”

“That’s how I feel as a result of the way you're treating me.”
In chapter 14 he wraps it up and really goes into the pit here.

14:v. 1 Man born of woman is of few days and full of
trouble.

“Man born of woman 1is of few days and full of trouble.”
TURMOIL,
AGITATION, and

GRIEF.
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He becomes very pessimistic in these verses as he describes
the brevity of life.

v. 2 He springs up like a flower and withers away; like a
fleeting shadow, he does not endure.

“He springs up like a flower and withers away; like a fleeting
shadow, he does not endure.”

Job sees himself as a withering flower and a fading shadow.

v. 3 Do you fix your eye on such a one? Will you bring
him before you for judgment?

Question #20: “Do you fix your eye on such a one?”

Question #21: “Will you bring him before you for judgment?”
“Do you fix your eye on such a one?”

What’s the answer to that?

2 Chronicles 16:9

The eyes of the Lord go to and fro throughout the whole earth
to show himself strong on the behalf of those whose hearts are
right with him.

Yes—His eyes.
39



“Will you bring him before your judgment?”
Yes, that’s true.

Romans 14:12

So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God.

“We must all appear before the judgment seat.” (2 Corinthians
5:10)

v. 4 Who can bring what is pure from the impure? No
one!

Question #22: “Who can bring what is pure from the impure?”

He answers his own question there:

“No one!”

“No one”—“can bring what is pure from that which is impure.?

Notice verse 5 because here again is one little glimmer. We

see the special little things that Job says so you can kind of

get a feel for where he i1s.

v. 5 Man’s days are determined; you have decreed the
number of his months and have set limits he cannot

exceed.
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“Man’s days are determined; you have decreed the number of
his months and have set limits he cannot exceed.”

What do we learn from those verses? We learn:

Psalm 90:12

Teach us to number our days,
and to apply our hearts to wisdom.

There’s a certain number of days and He has a plan for the
number of days we're going to live. He also has control of those
days and He is sovereign, because our “days are determined.”

We don’t know how many days we have? Are you numbering it
and applying your heart to wisdom? Are you aware that He,
the sovereign God, i1s the great determiner of that life and how
long it’s going to be? Are you aware of that?

Nothing makes life more valuable than to suffer or to be in a
position of potentially losing it. Then it becomes very rich and
very special and very blessed.

Job 1s there. It’s like he now is surrendering to God’s sovereign
purpose and plan.

James 4:14-17

You do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You're
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just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes
away. Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall
live and do this or that.” But as it is, you boast in your
arrogance; all such boasting is evil. Therefore, to the one who
knows the right thing to do, and does not do 1it, to him its sin.

We live life as though we’re going to go here and we’re going
go there and we're going to do this and we’re going to do that.
God says no, that’s not going to happen. That’s not part of My
plan.

v. 6 So look away from him and let him alone, till he has
put in his time like a hired man.

“So look away from him and let him alone, tell him he has put
in his time like a hired man.”

You can see he’s hitting the pit now.

v. 7 At least there is hope for a tree: If it is cut down, it
will sprout again, and its new shoots will not fail.

“At least there is hope for a tree: If it 1s cut down, 1t will
sprout again, and its new shoots will not fail.”

v. 8 Its roots may grow old in the ground and its stump
die in the soil,

“Its roots may grow old in the ground and its stump die in the
soil,”
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v. 9 yet at the scent of water it will bud and put forth
shoots like a plant.

“yet at the scent of water it will bud and put forth shoots like
a plant.”

v. 10 But man dies and is laid low; he breathes his last
and is no more.

“But man dies and 1s laid low; he breathes his last and 1s no
more.”

v. 11 As water disappears from the sea or a riverbed
becomes parched and dry,

“As water disappears from the sea or a riverbed becomes
parched and dry,”

v. 12 so man lies down and does not rise; till the
heavens are no more, men will not awake or be
roused from their sleep.

“so man lies down and does not rise; till the heavens are no
more, men will not awake or be roused from their sleep.”

You can tell he’s in the pits because when we get into the
second part of Job and he speaks, he will say, “I know that my
Redeemer lives and that I shall stand in the last day upon the
earth.”
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Here he’s going through that kind of wave of deep depression
like this 1s all there 1s and there’s the finality of death. He
comes to his final question.

v. 13 If only you would hide me in the grave and
conceal me till your anger has passed! If only you
would set me a time and then remember me!

“If only you would hide me in the grave and conceal me till

your anger has passed! If only you would set me a time and

then remember me!”

v. 14 If a man dies, will he live again? All the days of my
hard service I will wait for my renewal to come.

Question #23: “If a man dies, will he live again?”

“All the days of my life of my hard service I will wait for my
renewal to come.”

It’s almost like he’s saying what Jesus said to Martha:

John 11:25

“I am the Resurrection and the life. He that believes in Me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live.”

Yes, man will live again.
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And then he wraps 1t up.

v. 15 You will call and I will answer you; you will long
for the creature your hands have made.

“You will call and I will answer you; you will long for the
creature your hands have made.”

v. 16 Surely then you will count my steps but not keep
track of my sin.

“Surely then you will count my steps but not keep track of my
sin.”

v. 17 My offenses will be sealed up in a bag; you will
cover over my sin.

“My offenses will be sealed up 1n a bag; you will cover over my
sin.”

v. 18 But as a mountain erodes and crumbles and as a
rock is moved from its place,

“But as a mountain erodes and crumbles and as a rock 1s
moved from its place,”

v. 19 as water wears away stones and torrents wash
away the soil, so you destroy man’s hope.

“as water wears away stone and torrents wash away the soil,
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so you destroy man’s hope.”

v. 20 You overpower him once for all, and he is gone;
you change his countenance and send him away.

“You overpower him once for all, and he is gone; you change
his countenance and send him away.”

v. 21 If his sons are honored, he does not know it; if
they are brought low, he does not see it.

“If his sons are honored, he does not know it; if they are
brought low, he doesn’t see 1t.”

v. 22 He feels but the pain of his own body and mourns
only for himself.”

“He feels but the pain of his own body and mourns only for
himself.”

Kind of sad 1sn’t it, when we come to this point? But realize
where he is.

We have ten lessons that come from our text.

Lesson #1: Job 1s weary of hearing words that don’t apply to
his situation.

Lesson #2: Job senses that he has become a laughingstock to
his friends.
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Lesson #3: God has your life in His hand, and He 1s giving you
the next breath.

Lesson #4: God has wisdom, power, counsel, understanding,
strength, and victory.

Lesson #5: God is the One who makes nations great, and He is
the One who destroys them.

Lesson #6: Sometimes saying nothing in the face of grief is the
ogreatest wisdom.

Lesson #7: It is sheer folly to speak for God to a suffering
saint.

Lesson #8: Job 1s open and transparent before the Lord, giving
Him an invitation to show him his sin.

Lesson #9: Man’s days are determined, and God has set limits
that cannot be exceeded.

Lesson #10: Job’s view of life 1s distorted because of his deep
depression.

This closing story is a sobering reflection for us to think about
as we conclude Job part 1. This comes from his book Joy in the
Journey:

(Joy in the Journey by Guy Rice Doud)
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John was an arrogant young man. Whereas his father and
mother had worked hard all of their lives for what they had,
John seemed to think everything should be handed to him on
a silver platter. True, his parents were quite wealthy and
could afford to buy him almost anything he desired, but what
John didn’t appreciate was the fact that it had taken his
parents their entire lives to accumulate their wealth. John
expected to live in the same fashion his parents did as soon as
he graduated from college, which he was about to do in a few
months.

John was often aghast at the smallness of some of his
parents’ gifts to him. (They could certainly afford more!) So he
thought he’d help them choose a graduation gift by sending
them a wish list of things he desired. He’d like a new car—a
Jaguar would be nice, but he would accept a Corvette. He
wrote his parents that if they’d prefer, they could buy him his
first house 1n lieu of a gift. John’s list was quite specific, and
he hoped 1t would ensure a generous gift from his parents.

Graduation day arrived. His parents hosted a party for
him at their home. Friends and relatives attended. There was
cake and punch. John was anxious to see what gift his parents
got him. He kept checking the driveway to see if that new car
would show up, but then his father announced that John was
going to open his gift, and handed him an envelope. John
decided his parents had probably given him a cashier’s check
to pick out a car for himself.

Opening the envelope John saw the word, “Deed.” Aha, he
thought, a deed to some property. He unfolded the deed. His
mouth fell open. He looked at his parents. He was speechless.
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They had written on a card inside the envelope, “John,
because we love you so much, please accept this graduation
gift and always remember that the ‘paths of glory lead but to
the grave.”™

The deed was for a burial plot at the local cemetery. It
was John’s father’s way of reminding him, not so subtly, that
the paths of glory do lead to the grave.
pp. 183-84

Father, we thank You for these studies. We've been enriched
from sitting at Your feet. We thank You that this difficult
book can come alive and the characters can take on flesh. We
can relate to what they're saying because we’ve certainly
experienced it. Thank You again that these words of Job
weren’t just a lot of ramblings but we could see some things
that helped us and taught us things we needed to know. We
thank You Father that we can look at Your creation and see
You. We thank You that the animals testified to the fact of
Your greatness and that You're in control of things. Thank
You that as Job sits there on the ash heap with all of these
accumulated losses, he can see that the days of his life are
numbered and are assigned. Father thank You too that we see
a stability in him that makes us so excited that even though
You would slay him, yet he would trust in You. Father, may
we make the same kind of commitments to our spouses, to our
children, to the people that are our friends—that no matter
what we’ll always be there and that source of our
manhood/womanhood might be a security to those who love us
and follow alongside. We commit to You Father these dear
friends and this experience of studying together. May the
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f Your presence rema

we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of JOB

Persevere and Press On

99

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering

Study Number Eight — Job 12:1-14:22

NOTES
Job
v. 1 Then Job replied:
v. 2 “Doubtless you are the people, and wisdom will die with you!
v. 3 But I have a mind as well as you; I am not inferior to you. Who
does not know all these things?
v. 4 I have become a laughingstock to my friends, though I called
upon God and he answered—a mere laughingstock, though
righteous and blameless!
v. 5 Men at ease have contempt for misfortune as the fate of those
whose feet are slipping.
v. 6 The tents of marauders are undisturbed, and those who
provoke God are secure—those who carry their god in their hands.
v. 7 But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds of
the air, and they will tell you;
v. 8 or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish of
the sea inform you.
v. 9 Which of all these does not know that the hand of the Lord has
done this?
v. 10 In his hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all
mankind.
v. 11 Does not the ear test words as the tongue tastes food?
v. 12 Is not wisdom found among the aged? Does not long life bring
understanding?
v. 13 To God belong wisdom and power; counsel and
understanding are his.
v. 14 What he tears down cannot be rebuilt; the man he imprisons
cannot be released.
v. 15 If he holds back the waters, there is drought; if he lets them
loose, they devastate the land.
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v. 16 To him belong strength and victory; both deceived and
deceiver are his.

v. 17 He leads counselors away stripped and makes fools of judges.
v. 18 He takes off the shackles put on by kings and ties a loincloth
around their waist.

v. 19 He leads priests away stripped and overthrows men long
established.

v. 20 He silences the lips of trusted advisers and takes away the
discernment of elders.

v. 21 He pours contempt on nobles and disarms the mighty.

v. 22 He reveals the deep things of darkness and brings deep
shadows into the light.

v. 23 He makes nations great, and destroys them; he enlarges
nations, and disperses them.

v. 24 He deprives the leaders of the earth of their reason; he sends
them wandering through a trackless waste.

v. 25 They grope in darkness with no light; he makes them stagger
like drunkards.

13:v. 1 My eyes have seen all this, my ears have heard and
understood it.

v. 2 What you know, I also know; I am not inferior to you.

v. 3 But I desire to speak to the Almighty and to argue my case
with God.

v. 4 You, however, smear me with lies; you are worthless
physicians, all of you!

v. 5 If only you would be altogether silent! For you, that would be
wisdom.

v. 6 Hear now my argument; listen to the plea of my lips.

v. 7 Will you speak wickedly on God’s behalf? Will you speak
deceitfully for him?

v. 8 Will you show him partiality? Will you argue the case for God?
v. 9 Would it turn out well if he examined you? Could you deceive
him as you might deceive men?

v. 10 He would surely rebuke you if you secretly showed partiality.
v. 11 Would not his splendor terrify you? Would not the dread of
him fall on you?

v. 12 Your maxims are proverbs of ashes; your defenses are
defenses of clay.

v. 13 Keep silent and let me speak; then let come to me what may.
v. 14 Why do I put myself in jeopardy and take my life in my
hands?
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v. 15 Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him; I will surely
defend my ways to his face.

v. 16 Indeed, this will turn out for my deliverance, for no godless
man would dare come before him!

v. 17 Listen carefully to my words; let your ears take in what I say.
v. 18 Now that I have prepared my case, I know I will be
vindicated.

v. 19 Can anyone bring charges against me? If so, I will be silent
and die.

v. 20 Only grant me these two things, O God, and then I will not
hide from you:

v. 21 Withdraw your hand far from me, and stop frightening me
with your terrors.

v. 22 Then summon me and I will answer, or let me speak, and you
reply.

v. 23 How many wrongs and sins have I committed? Show me my
offense and my sin.

v. 24 Why do you hide your face and consider me your enemy?

v. 25 Will you torment a windblown leaf? Will you chase after dry
chaff?

v. 26 For you write down bitter things against me and make me
inherit the sins of my youth.

v. 27 You fasten my feet in shackles; you keep close watch on all
my paths by putting marks on the soles of my feet.

v. 28 So man wastes away like something rotten, like a garment
eaten by moths.

14:v. 1 Man born of woman is of few days and full of trouble.

v. 2 He springs up like a flower and withers away; like a fleeting
shadow, he does not endure.

v. 3 Do you fix your eye on such a one? Will you bring him before
you for judgment?

v. 4 Who can bring what is pure from the impure? No one!

v. 5 Man’s days are determined; you have decreed the number of
his months and have set limits he cannot exceed.

v. 6 So look away from him and let him alone, till he has put in his
time like a hired man.

v. 7 At least there is hope for a tree: If it is cut down, it will sprout
again, and its new shoots will not fail.

v. 8 Its roots may grow old in the ground and its stump die in the
soil,

v. 9 yet at the scent of water it will bud and put forth shoots like a
plant.
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NOTES

v. 10 But man dies and 1s laid low; he breathes his last and 1s no
more.

v. 11 As water disappears from the sea or a riverbed becomes
parched and dry,

v. 12 so man lies down and does not rise; till the heavens are no
more, men will not awake or be roused from their sleep.

v. 13 If only you would hide me in the grave and conceal me till
your anger has passed! If only you would set me a time and then
remember me!

v. 14 If a man dies, will he live again? All the days of my hard
service I will wait for my renewal to come.

v. 15 You will call and I will answer you; you will long for the
creature your hands have made.

v. 16 Surely then you will count my steps but not keep track of my
sin.

v. 17 My offenses will be sealed up in a bag; you will cover over my
sin.

v. 18 But as a mountain erodes and crumbles and as a rock 1s
moved from its place,

v. 19 as water wears away stones and torrents wash away the soil,
so you destroy man’s hope.

v. 20 You overpower him once for all, and he is gone; you change
his countenance and send him away.

v. 21 If his sons are honored, he does not know it; if they are
brought low, he does not see it.

v. 22 He feels but the pain of his own body and mourns only for
himself.”

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Job 12:1-14:22 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.
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2. What is in the hand of God, according to chapter 12:10?
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ow does Job feel about his friends, according to chapter

3. What can be found among older people, according to
4. What two things belong to God, according to verse 167
6. Describe Job’s commitment to the Lord, according to
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7. How 1s man described by Job, according to chapter 14:1?

8. How does Job feel about man’s life in relationship to the
sovereignty of God, according to verse 5?

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Job 1s weary of hearing words that do not apply
to his situation.
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LESSON #2: Job senses that he has become a laughingstock
to his friends.

LESSON #3: God has your life in His hand, and He is giving
you your next breath.

LESSON #4: God has wisdom, power, counsel, understanding,
strength, and victory.

LESSON #5: God 1s the One who makes nations great, and He
1s the One who destroys them.

LESSON #6: Sometimes saying nothing in the face of grief is
the greatest wisdom.

LESSON #7: It 1s sheer folly to speak for God to a suffering
saint.

LESSON #8: Job 1s open and transparent before the Lord,
giving Him an invitation to show him his sin.

LESSON #9: Man’s days are determined, and God has set
limits that cannot be exceeded.

LESSON #10: Job’s view of life 1s distorted because of his deep
depression.
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