A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Nine — Job 15:1-35

When 1t comes to studying the book of Job we're turning to an
individual whom God was very proud of. In fact when God
speaks of Job in chapter 1 He says:

“He fears me,”

“He’s blameless,”

“He 1s a man of great respect,”

“He 1s a man who actually has participated in no evil,”

“He 1s a man who 1is really highly regarded,” and

“He shuns evil.”

Now God 1s proud of him, but there comes a bad time in Job’s
life because Satan said, “You let me take away all of his good
things and I'll tell you something, he’ll curse You to Your

face.” God accepted the challenge. He said, “okay, don’t kill
him.”



So on one terrible day—which was a horrible holocaust—
within 24 hours Job, lost 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 1,000
oxen, 500 donkeys, all of his employees except 4. Then a
tornado hit the house of one of his children and all 10 of his
kids were killed in that horrible accident.

How would you feel sifting through the rubble of one of your
kids’ houses looking for the emaciated and crumbled bodies of

your 10 children and then have to plan 10 funerals? That’s
Job.

You'd say, “life 1sn’t fair! This 1s really dirty.”

The scripture says, “I came streaking in and I'm going
streaking out; may the name of the Lord be praised.” (see Job
1:21-22)

He did not accuse God of any wrongdoing.

Not too long after that, there is another round between God
and Satan. Satan says, “let me touch him physically and he’ll

curse you to his face.” The Lord says, “alright, but you don’t
kill him.”

He is hit with a physical affliction of boils and itching that
causes him to go to the dump and sit in the ashes to try to find
relief. It’s there in those ashes, after the loss of everything
else, that Job really scrapes the bottom.



We can relate with what we’re getting ready to hear. Life can
throw almost anything at us and can overwhelm us and
devastate us and we can always have one little thought in the
back of our mind, “at least I still have my wife at home.”

Women don’t realize what a significant refuge yeu-they are
when yeu-they are functioning properly in yeur-their home to
the men that have to take the blows in the field.

Job had the slender thread that he was still married.
Although his kids were gone and everything else was gone, he
still had a wife. She visited the dump and says, “Are you

holding fast to your integrity? Why don’t you curse God and
die?” (ref. Job 2:9)

About that time you’d almost think that life had pretty well
done you in. Job felt that way.

Three of his business associates found out that he was having
a hard time and they reorganized their schedules and went to
see him. Their purpose in going to see him was to comfort and
encourage him—that’s what the text says.

When the three guys get there, they hit the high point of their
contribution to the book of Job. They sat in silence for seven
days. That was the best thing they did as far as their
relationship to Job. Because when they opened their mouth
they lost it.

Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar sat there for seven days
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overwhelmed by what they saw. Job finally opened his mouth
and he said, “I wish they could take my birthday off of the
calendar and that I could die.” That’s how low he was.

Eliphaz is the senior spokesman. He’s the grey-head in the
bunch. We can call him “Eliphaz the Exterminator.” We're
going to see why in our text.

“Bildad the Brutal’—thank God he’s brief when he drops his
bombs. He really hurt Job.

“Zophar the Zapper” is the third one and he’s the most severe
of all three of them.

Isn’t it amazing that we can have an original intention to be a
comfort to somebody and so quickly it changes to
confrontation? It’s becomes more important to be right than to
help our brother/sister through stormy waters. That’s the way
we come across so many times.

When the bottom line 1s seen 1in marital relationships, that’s
often the same thing. We have to be right and we don’t care
who we crucify on the altar of our ego. So there’s no hope for
intimacy in the marriage relationship.

Here’s a summary of the first three speeches:
When Job spoke, Eliphaz spoke.

After Eliphaz spoke, Job spoke.
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Bildad dropped his and Job spoke.
Zophar spoke.

We're ready for round two. This is round 2 of the DESERT
DISCOURSES. These guys are really into it. The temperature
has risen substantially.

In all three of the first speeches that these guys gave, they
sald one common thing in all three of their speeches. They
said, “Now Job, the reason you're suffering is because of sin in
your life. Job if you will confess your sin and repent, God’s
going to restore you and everything’s going to be fine. Job,
that’s the answer to your suffering. If you’ll just shape up, get
your act together and restore your relationship to God your
suffering’s going to go out the window. You're going to be right
back where you were.”

All three of those guys painted this wonderful picture of Job’s
future if he’ll just cooperate with what they’re recommending.

All three of them do that.

Do you know what the difference 1s between those speeches
and the ones we're looking at next? Sometimes when we try to
help somebody and finally we can’t help them anymore we
write them off.

All three of these guys emotionally have written Job off. None
of them 1n this second round will say anything about any
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future. All they’re going to do is tell us what happens to the
wicked. That tells us they've already figured out that Job isn’t
going to respond anyway.

There’s a big problem in the relationship between these guys.
Every time Job opens his mouth, those guys are reloading
with their second rounds and ready to blow him away. They're
not listening. They're just ready for a big fight.

Every time they confront Job, Job is so crushed by the fact
that they don’t understand him and what he’s going through
that it just makes him madder.

As the scene of our study opens, let’s say Job is hanging by a
slender thread and it’s the thread of his own personal
integrity. He knows he hasn’t done anything to deserve what
he’s going through. He does believe in a Sovereign God who
controls all things. That’s the only thing that’s keeping our
star alive as Eliphaz the senior spokesman comes forward.

Thomas a Kempis put it this way:
“How rarely we weigh our neighbor in the same balance as
which we weigh ourselves.”

(source unknown)

It’s more important to all three of these guys to prove Job
wrong than it is to give Job some help.

Somebody said:



“A theologian is a person who is blind. Is a blind man in a
dark room searching for a black cat that isn’t there and
finding it.”

(source unknown)

In a way these guys are straining at a gnat and swallowing a
camel, and are they ever going to hit Job. It’s like they've
reloaded. Now it’s going to be bullets for Job. We're at war. 1t’s
like vultures circling, knowing there’s a dying man and soon
we're going to pick his flesh clean.

That’s the picture that’s here in the study.
Eliphaz

v. 1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:
“Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:”

Right out of the box he asks ELEVEN QUESTIONS—one
right after another.

v. 2 “Would a wise man answer with empty notions or
fill his belly with the hot east wind?

Question #1: “Would a wise man answer with empty notions
or fill his belly with the hot east wind?”

Isn’t it interesting that they would say of everything that Job
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said that it’s a bunch of “empty notions”?

When a guy’s really hurting, is he spilling “empty notions” or
1s he spilling his guts? All he’s trying to do is tell these guys,
“I'm really hurting and I wish you’d help me understand why
I'm hurting so bad.”

But to them it’s “empty notions.” It’s philosophical nonsense
that doesn’t fit their theological categories.

“or fill his belly with the hot east wind?”

“Job, you sure are long-winded and everything you've had to
say to this point is just a bunch of hot air. There've been gusts
up to 50 miles an hour Job, in these speeches you've been
giving. And they’re so boring and so long! Job, you're just full
of hot air.”

v. 3 Would he argue with useless words, with speeches
that have no value?

Question #2: “Would he argue with useless words, with
speeches that have no value?”

Would a guy that was sensible and honorable and filled with
integrity spend his time with “useless words” and “speeches
that have no value?”

Have you ever noted that when you have a confrontation in
your marriage relationship how quickly the conversation of
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trying to communicate with each other quickly changes to the
word “you”? Ever notice that?

“You always”—“You never.” Temperature rises. By the time
we get to verse 4 he uses the word “you” ELEVEN TIMES in
verses 4-9.

Now instead of trying to help him by asking some questions,
he’s going to string him up.

v. 4 But you even undermine piety and hinder devotion
to God.

“But you even undermine piety and you hinder devotion to

God.”

It’s confrontation. That’s a low blow 1sn’t 1it? It’s a double
accusation.

He says, “you undermine piety and you hinder devotion to

God.”

How does he do that? Job’s mad at God. And that’s one thing.
Job really has blown it in the first part. Can you understand
why?

“God you aren’t fair! You haven’t said anything! And God I'm
sitting here suffering and I'm almost ready to die and You
haven’t done anything!”



There’s two reasons why Job lost it:
1. His friends weren’t any help and

2. God wasn’t saying anything to him and he didn’t
understand the justice of all of it.

So yes, he’s angry. But these guys are saying, “you undermine
piety.”

“Boy, if you advertise God that way nobody’s going to want to
have anything to do with God so you undermine piety and you
hinder devotion to God. Nobody wants to go be devoted to God
1f God treats His children like the way you say so.” So they
really put it on him.

How close have we come to helping somebody who's really
hurting by giving them some honest, genuine help?

The last time you went into the arena of human suffering and
you had to meet with somebody that was really hurting,
what’d you say to them?

“Well I gave them Romans 8:28: ‘God works all things together
for good, to them that love God and to those who are called
according to His purpose.” Woo! I was so good.”

Aren’t we like that?

We are authorities on what God’s doing in the life of
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everybody else. The longer we live the more we realize we're
just trying to figure out what God’s doing in our life.

| The amazing thing about this is, look how far three guys can
miss what’s going on in a hurting guy’s life.

How quickly we try to explain things to people and try to
comfort them with meaningless words.

We can miss it because we've got theological categories and
we've got verses and we are armed for warfare. And when we
walk into the arena of human suffering, there’s just something
about silence and presence that’s going to be totally adequate!
But for heaven’s sakes, go! Don’t stay away and worry about
what you're going to say! Just go, cry, love, be silent like these
guys were for seven days before they got involved in all this
trivial dialogue with Job. Notice how far they miss it and they
don’t see the man for what he’s going through.

v. 5 Your sin prompts your mouth; you adopt the
tongue of the crafty.

“Your sin prompts your mouth; you adopt the tongue of the
crafty.”

v. 6 Your own mouth condemns you, not mine; your
own lips testify against you.

“Your own mouth condemns you, not mine; your own lips
testify against you.”
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You—you—you.

v. 7 Are you the first man ever born? Were you brought
forth before the hills?

Question #3: “Are you the first man ever born?”

Were you back there in the beginning so you’ve got some
special information we don’t have?

Question #4: “Were you brought forth before the hills?”
You were there before creation?

One of the things we need to realize is Job has offended
Eliphaz because Eliphaz is the oldest. This book was written
in patriarchal times. It’s back in the period of the book of
Genesis so it’s one of the earliest books in the Bible.

In patriarchal times, when a guy had grey hair you respected
his theological position. By the fact that he had grey hair, he
probably had it all figured out and you never questioned him.

But now Job has been questioning all three of them. Eliphaz is
offended so he’s pulling rank on him here.

“I suppose you think, you know, you were born before all the
rest of us! Who do you think you are? You aren’t even dry
behind the ears yet man!”
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He’s going to come back to that again because that is really an
offense to him.

v. 8 Do you listen in on God’s council? Do you limit
wisdom to yourself?

Question #5: “Do you listen in on God’s council?””—so you've
got something that you're telling us?

Question #6: “Do you limit wisdom to yourself?””—you’re the
only guy that has all the insight?

v. 9 What do you know that we do not know? What
insights do you have that we do not have?

Question #7: “What do you know that we do not know?”

Question #8: “What insights do you have that we do not
have?”

There are some insights that are missing—both from the threé
friends and from Job. Job doesn’t know that he’s a test case.
Job doesn’t know that God 1s so proud of him. God’s putting
him on display to show us that the relationship to Him 1s more
1mportant than family, possessions or the physical body.

We're going to see that Job’s going to pass the test, but he’s
going to hear from the Lord before he does.
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What we’re looking at here are two individuals who don’t have
all the facts. When we don’t have all the facts, we have no
right to an opinion. It’s better to keep quiet when we don’t
have all the facts.

There 1s a missing ingredient too. That is, you don’t
understand the theological orientation of these three guys.
You don’t understand how they feel about God.

We can call their theology the PATRIARCHAL PROSPERITY
GOSPEL.

That’s true in current times as well. All we have to do is turn
on the TV and we have the health-wealth-prosperity message.
We shape up and we serve God and we're going to be healthy,
wealthy and prosperous. We get bombarded with that every
time.

These guys are holding to the same position. Here’s the
premise of their theology. It’s like a computer. God’s a great
big computer. We all know what a computer is. A German
scientist tried to explain it simply. He said, “Garbage in and
garbage out.” A computer is programmed.

That’s why your wife is like a computer. You program her by
the investments that you put into her in the relationship. It’s
garbage 1n, garbage out. What you program is what comes out.

These guys believe that you program God like a giant
computer:
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RIGHTEOUSNESS IN—RICHES OUT.

You want a big bottom line? Just shape up and live a great
life! Righteousness in—God’s going to bless your socks off and
riches are going to come out!

But there’s another side to that:

SIN IN—SUFFERING’S OUT.

“Boy Job, I want to tell you the way you're suffering, looking
at our theology, you really did lay a big egg. You've done
something really horrible to get what you got.”

This 1s why they’re so mad, because Job can’t see any sin that
he’s guilty of that would be worthy of the devastating things
he’s been through. That’s why 1t’s so wrong for us to enter into
somebody else’s life, who’s really hurting, and say, “Well I'm
sure God 1s probably dealing with some special sin in your life;
And if you’ll just get close to the Lord right now because of
losing your mother or your dad, God’s going to make it real
clear to you as to why you’re going through this difficulty.”

You've probably heard that! That’s called hardening of the
categories! That’s having theology all figured out so you can go
out and evangelize the suffering community by telling them
why they’re going through what they’re going through!

It’s easy to hide behind theological truth and then hurl it at
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others to hurt them rather than to help them. God intended it
to help.

Ted Koppel had Jim and Tammy Baker on “Nightline.” This
was in Tim Kimmel’s book Powerful Personalities. Ted Koppel
said this:

“I wish Mr. Baker that you would quit hiding behind scripture
verses every time I ask you a question.” He says, “There are
new rules for this interview. What basically I'm asking you to
do 1s that you answer my question because there is enough
concern in the United States of America that you've done some
things that are not right so don’t hide behind your verses of
scripture.”

(source unknown)

| Too many times we sit here guilty and we hide behind little
verses of scripture that we have to explain everybody else’s
suffering and why they’re going through a difficult situation.
We feel so useful and helpful when we do that.

v. 10 The gray-haired and the aged are on our side, men
even older than your father.

“The gray-haired and the aged are on our side, men even older
than your father.”

He says, “I want to tell you, I have all the guys that own
AARP cards and that have subscriptions to Modern Maturity
on my team. We have all the grey heads in our ballpark. I
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want to tell you, Job, you don’t have any of the old folks. It’s
all of us old folks that are on my side.”

v. 11 Are God’s consolations not enough for you, words
spoken gently to you?

Question #9: “Are God’s consolations not enough for you,
words spoken gently to you?”

“Job, cool 1t and accept the comfort that’s there.”

v. 12 Why has your heart carried you away, and why do
your eyes flash,

“Why has your heart carried you away, and why do your eyes
flash,”

v. 13 so that you vent your rage against God and pour
out such words from your mouth?

“so that you vent your rage against God and pour out such
words from your mouth?”

Question #10: “Why has your heart carried you away, and why
do your eyes flash, so that you vent your rage against God and
pour out such words from your mouth?”

Job, why are you so mad?

This 1s one place where Job 1s wrong and he’s going to hear
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about it. When God finally breaks through and speaks at the
end of this great drama, Job’s going to hear about losing seur

his temper. It’s always wrong to lose it, but let’s stop and
think. Why 1s Job losing his temper?

Kiibler-Ross says that one of the normal processes of healing
from grief 1s ANGER. It is venting your spleen, telling God He
1sn’t fair, kicking a stump and really emotionally dealing with
things. They’re saying that to Job.

Why is Job doing this?

1. He doesn’t feel that God’s listening and that God isn’t fairs
2. He’s frustrated because nobody’s listening! These three
guys are not hearing what he’s saying and that makes him
very, very upset.

So there are two real reasons why he is the way he is.

Proverbs 29:11

A fool gives full vent to his anger,
but a wise man keeps himself under control.

Abraham Lincoln had to deal with James Cutts because he
really knifed a brother officer with his tongue—a vicious
confrontation. Lincoln said:

(Lincoln on Leadership: Executive Strategies for Tough Times
18




by Donald T. Phillips)

No man resolved to make the most of himself, can spare time
for personal contention. Still less can he afford to take all the
consequences, including the vitiating of his temper, and the
loss of self-control. Yield larger things to which you can show
no more than equal right; and yield lesser ones, though clearly
your own. Better give your path to a dog, than be bitten by
him in contesting for the right. Even killing the dog would not
cure the bite.

p. 82

You're always going to lose when you lose it.

v. 14 What is man, that he could be pure, or one born of
woman, that he could be righteous?

Question #11: “What 1s man, that he could be pure, or one
born of woman, that he could be righteous?”

This 1s a low blow. Eliphaz is assuming that because of what
Job 1s going through, Job is claiming to be sinless. Job’s
saying, “I can’t understand that I have done anything that’s
worthy of this.” Those guys have assumed that he’s saying
that he’s pure, he’s “one up” on them and he’s sinless.

That’s not what he’s saying. Job is really saying, “My situation
doesn’t fit your tight little theological package. I don’t fit. I am

an exception.”
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That’s the truth. He 1s an exception. When God reveals
Himself, the boys and Job are all going to know why it
happened. But for right now Job’s saying, “I'm not saying I'm
a cut above you or I'm better than you. I'm just saying my
situation doesn’t fit.”

Job 1s such a man of integrity he would say to these two guys,
“I wish you’d just give me some help evaluating my situation.
I wish you'd just take me by the hand from where I am in the
midst of this crucible and just help me get out of it. You know
just explain to me why I’'m going through this.”

Or maybe he’d put it this way: “Let me be innocent until you
prove me guilty!” In essence about four or five studies from
now they’re going to come up with one. It’s going to be
incredible. It’s going to be so off the wall when you see what
they try to come up with to demonstrate that Job really
deserves what he’s going through.

v. 15 If God places no trust in his holy ones, if even the
heavens are not pure in his eyes,

“If God places no trust in his holy ones, if even the heavens
are not pure in his eyes,”

v. 16 how much less man, who is vile and corrupt, who
drinks up evil like water!

“how much less man, who 1s vile and corrupt, who drinks up
evil ike water!”
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In essence he’s DIPLOMATIC: “Job, you are corrupt, you're
vile, you drink evil like water. And because you do, that’s why:
you are where you are.”

Have you ever been in a situation where you feel like you're on
a roll and you’re really helping somebody? Then you decide
that you're going to share your testimony. You're going to
share your broad experiences of life so you can help somebody:

That’s what Eliphaz is going to do here to wrap up this
speech.

The transition takes place right at this verse. Notice verse 17.
He says:

v. 17 Listen to me and I will explain to you; let me tell
you what I have seen,

“Listen to me and I will explain to you; let me tell you what I
have seen,”

There’s nothing of truth here. It’s experience.
“Let me share with you what I have observed.”
His basic theological premise is Job 4:8 in his first speech:

Job 4:8
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As I have observed, those who plow evil and those who sow
trouble reap it.

That’s his theology in one brief verse. Now that’s what he’s
going to do.

v. 18 what wise men have declared, hiding nothing
received from their fathers

“what wise men have declared, hiding nothing received from
their fathers”

TRADITIONS—*I'm going back to the traditions and what the
wise men 1n the past have said as I'm getting ready to really
tell you how it 1s Job.”

v. 19 (to whom alone the land was given when no alien
passed among them):

“(to whom alone the land was given when no alien passed
among them):”

“What I'm getting ready to tell you Job has had no pollution
by foreign influence. I'm giving you the straight shot. There’s
been nobody that’s polluted what I'm getting ready to tell you
now Job, so sit up and take it.”

v. 20 All his days the wicked man suffers torment, the
ruthless through all the years stored up for him.
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“All his days the wicked man suffers torment, the ruthless
through all the years stored up for him.”

In the remaining verses of his speech, this is what’s going to
happen. We need to get over our anger for Eliphaz and
pretend that he is one of the greatest preachers we’ve ever
heard. This sermon from verse 21 to 35 is one of the finest
masterpieces in all of the Bible.

There are EIGHTEEN DIFFICULTIES of the WICKED LIFE
that are described in these remaining verses. These eighteen
difficulties are going to describe your life if you don’t know
Jesus Christ. That’s how critical this message is.

This 1s the most powerful message to predict your future if
Christ does not live in your heart and life. This is the destiny
of the wicked.

Back in the book of Job—-clear back in the time of the book of
Genesis—Eliphaz is waxing eloquently on what is going to
happen to the wicked. Go clear down to Revelation 19 to the
Battle of Armageddon and we see the same phrases jumping
out of the text describing exactly what happens to the wicked.

At the beginning and at the end, the same mind of God 1is
speaking about what happens to people who refuse to respond
to Jesus Christ and allow Him to come into their lives.

This 1s one of the greatest messages ever preached to the
wrong man. This is like preaching the gospel to Christians!
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Now look at the EIGHTEEN DEVASTATING
DIFFICULTIES:

v. 21 Terrifying sounds fill his ears; when all seems
well, marauders attack him.

Difficulty #1: “Terrifying sounds will fill his ears;”
What are those sounds?

Conflicts from without and a conscience from within, making
him aware there is something out there.

Difficulty #2: “when all seems well, marauders attack him.”
Back in chapter 1 the Sabeans came down on all of Job’s
livestock—1,500 head of 1it—stole them and then killed several
of his employees. That’s already happened to Job and he’s just
putting it in there.

v. 22 He despairs of escaping the darkness; he is
marked for the sword.

Difficulty #3: “He despairs of escaping the darkness;”
And of course Jesus said in:

Matthew 25:30
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he will be cast into outer darkness where there is weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

Difficulty #4: “he 1s marked for the sword.”
He 1s destined to be a victim of violence!

Revelation 19:15

From His mouth [Christ] a sharp sword will come forth and
He will smite the nations; He will rule over them with a rod of
1ron;

v. 23 He wanders about—food for vultures; he knows
the day of darkness is at hand.

Difficulty #5: “He wanders about—food for vultures;”

Revelation 19:17, 18

And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried out with
a loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven,
“Come, assemble for the great supper of godGod; in order that
you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of commanders

and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses [and so
forth].

Difficulty #6: “he knows the day of darkness is at hand.”

Isn’t it amazing how we, when we talk to people, how they
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know that the day i1s growing dark? We only need to look at
the United States of America. We don’t need to put our head
in the sand. Just look at it straight in the face.

We're living in the shadows of our greatness. We're not the
country we once were. There are devastating things that are
happening. We’d have to be blind not to be able to see it.

v. 24 Distress and anguish fill him with terror; they
overwhelm him, like a king poised to attack,

Difficulty #7: “Distress and anguish fill him with terror;”
“they overwhelm him, like a king poised to attack,”

And why does all this happen to the wicked?

He gives you the reason in verses 25 and 26:

v. 25 because he shakes his fist at God and vaunts
himself against the Almighty,

“because he shakes his fist at God and vaunts himself against
the Almighty,”

v. 26 defiantly charging against him with a thick,
strong shield.

“defiantly charging against him with a thick, strong shield.”
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He’s DEFIANT and he’s ARROGANT.

Revelation 19:19

I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies,
assembled to make war against him who sat upon the horse,

That’s Jesus Christ—King of kings and Lord of lords.
How do you think Job’s feeling as he listens to this?
This poetic piece says it so well:

Pressed out of measure and pressed to all length;
Pressed so intensely, it seems beyond strength;
Pressed in the body and pressed in the soul,
Pressed in the mind till the dark surges roll.
Pressure by foes, and a pressure from friends.
Pressure on pressure, till life nearly ends.
(source unknown)

He’s saying, “how much of this stuff can I take? They're
missing me.”

v. 27 Though his face is covered with fat and his waist
bulges with flesh,

“Though his face is covered with fat and his waist bulges with
flesh,”
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The wicked flaunt their prosperity by their luxury.

v. 28 he will inhabit ruined towns and houses where no
one lives, houses crumbling to rubble.

Difficulty #8: “he will inhabit ruined towns and houses where
no one lives, houses crumbling to rubble.”

The homes will fall apart and he’ll be living in the ghetto.

v. 29 He will no longer be rich and his wealth will not

endure, nor will his possessions spread over the
land.

Difficulty #9: “He will no longer be rich and his wealth will not
endure, nor will his possessions spread over the land.”

Ouch! That is a reference to the loss of all the sheep, the
camels, the donkeys and everything else. He is living in total
privation.

v. 30 He will not escape the darkness; a flame will
wither his shoots, and the breath of God’s mouth
will carry him away.

Difficulty #10: “He will not escape the darkness;”

Difficulty #11: “a flame will wither his shoots,”

Difficulty #12: “and the breath of God’s mouth will carry him
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away.”

The “flame will wither his shoots” 1s the fire that fell that
consumed the sheep on that very first horrible day. And “the
breath of God” of course 1s a reference to the tornado that blew
the house down that all ten of the kids lost their lives 1n.

v. 31 Let him not deceive himself by trusting what is
worthless, for he will get nothing in return.

Difficulty #13: “Let him not deceive himself by trusting what
1s worthless, for he will get nothing in return.”

Don’t deceive yourself by trusting in material things.

Luke 12:19, 20

I will say to my soul, “Soul, though hast much goods laid up
for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink and be merry.” But

| God said unto him, “Thou fool! This night thy soul s-hall be
required of thee; then who shall those things be which you've
provided?”

Solomon says it so well 1n:

Ecclesiastes 2:21

For a man may do his work with wisdom, knowledge and skill,

and then he must leave all he owns to someone who hasn’t

worked for it. This too 1s meaningless and a great misfortune.
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That’s enough to give a man a mid-life crisis. It’s not going to
be something you can take with you so don’t live for that as
your top priority.

v. 32 Before his time he will be paid in full, and his
branches will not flourish.

Difficulty #14: “Before his time he will be paid in full, and his
branches will not flourish.”

Hosea 8:7

You sow to the wind, you're going to reap the whirlwind...
When you sow to sin, what do you get? DEATH.

Romans 6:23

The wages of sin is death...

Galatians 6:7

God 1s not laughed at; whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he
also reap.

We are a sick people. That’s all Eliphaz is saying. Sin is a very
bitter fruit. It is a process, but it will eventually kill you.

That’s all he’s telling Job. The final difficulties:
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v. 33 He will be like a vine stripped of its unripe grapes;
like an olive tree shedding its blossoms.

Difficulty #15: “He will be like a vine stripped of its unripe
grapes, like an olive tree shedding its blossoms.”

v. 34 For the company of the godless will be barren, and
fire will consume the tents of those who love bribes;

)

Difficulty #16: “For the company of the godless will be barren,’

Difficulty #17: “fire will consume the tents of those who love
bribes.”

Then he uses CONCEPTION to describe what sin does:

v. 35 They conceive trouble and give birth to evil; their
womb fashions deceit.”

Difficulty #18: “They conceive trouble and give birth to evil;
their womb fashions deceit.”

James 1:14-16

Each one 1s tempted when he 1s carried away by his sin and
enticed. And lust, when it’s conceived, brings forth death.

We get 10 lessons from our text. Really spend some time on
these.
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Lesson #1: How quickly we can turn from comfort to
confrontation when we are dealing with a grieving individual.

Lesson #2: We must learn that it is possible to miss
completely the whole purpose when we are trying to explain
suffering in the life of somebody else.

Lesson #3: How dangerous it is to make accusations in the
face of grief.

Lesson #4: When it comes to suffering and sorrow, the safe
place to be i1s to admit our ignorance as to God’s purpose and
plan.

Lesson #5: Venting one’s anger is a healthy part of the
grieving process.

Lesson #6: Eliphaz is on target when he speaks of the total
depravity of man in verse 14.

Lesson #7: Eliphaz is arguing from the position of experience
rather than from truth.

Lesson #8: The 18 difficulties that are outlined in the
concluding part of the speech of Eliphaz are the fruit of
wickedness.

Lesson #9: “Be not deceived, God is not laughed at.
Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”
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Lesson #10: “When sin 1s conceived, it gives birth to death”
and not to life.

Guy Doud said:

(Joy in the Journey by Guy Rice Doud)

“The greatest distance in the world 1s the distance between
the head and the heart.” I believe it.
p. 71

Do you believe you're going to heaven? Are you sure in your
heart that you've made a decision to receive Christ? That if
you stepped into the shower tomorrow morning and you
stepped into eternity, would you be stepping into the presence
of the Lord? How do you know that?

Jay Carty played for the Los Angeles Lakers in the NBA for a
number of years. He wrote a book called Playing with Fire: Do
Nice People Really Go to Hell? He says:

(Playing with Fire: Do Nice People Really Go to Hell? by Jay
Carty)

* 94% of the American population believes in God

* 81% believe in judgment day

* 81% of the religiously active believe in life after death

* 50% of the nonreligiously active believe in life after
death
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* 32% of the nonreligiously active do not believe in life
after death

* 66% believe in heaven

* 46% expect to spend eternity in heaven

* 53% believe in hell

* 4% expect to spend eternity [there]
p. 56

Isn’t 1t amazing that 4% of the American population believes
they’re going to hell?

(Playing with Fire: Do Nice People Really Go to Hell? by Jay
Carty)

That 1s the most staggering statistic of all. For two reasons:

1) that see 1t as a real risk to be dealt with; and

2) that even four percent would be content to go there without
doing something about it.

p. 56

What 1s it that makes all the dramatic difference?

Listen to the story by Max Lucado:

(He Still Moves Stones by Max Lucado)

She nearly missed the flight. In fact, I thought I had the
row to myself when I looked up and saw her puffing down the
aisle, dragging two large bags.

“I hate to fly,” she blurted out as she fell into her seat. “I
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put off getting here as long as I can.”

“You almost put it off too long,” I smiled.

She was tall, young, blonde, tan, and talkative. Her jeans
were fashionably ripped at the knees. And her black boots
boasted silver tips. She really did hate to fly, I learned. And
the way she coped with flying was by talking.

“I'm going home to see my dad. He'll really be amazed at
my tan. He thinks I'm crazy living in California—me being
single and all. I've got this new boyfriend, he’s from Lebanon.
He travels a lot though, so I only see him on weekends, which
1s fine with me because that gives me the house to myself. It
1sn’t far from the beach and...”

I've learned what to do when a friendly, attractive
woman sits beside me. As soon as possible I reveal my
profession and marital status. It keeps us both out of trouble.

“My wife hates to fly, too,” I jumped in when she took a
breath, “so I know how you feel. And since I'm a minister, I
know a section of the Bible you might like to read as we take
off.”

I pulled out my Bible from my brief case and opened it to
Psalm 23.

For the first time she was quiet. “The Lord is my
shepherd,” she read the words then looked up with a broad
smile. “I remember this,” she said as the plane was taking off.
“I read 1t when I was young.”

She turned to read some more. The next time she looked
up there was a tear in her eye.

“It’s been a long time. A long, long time.” She told me how
she believed...once. She became a Christian when she was
young, but she couldn’t remember the last time she’d been to
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church.

We talked some about faith and second chances. I asked
her if I could ask her a question. She said I could.

“Do you believe in heaven?”

“Yeah.”

“Do you think you’ll go there?”

She looked away for a minute and then turned and
answered confidently, “Yeah. Yeah, I'll be in heaven.”

“How do you know?”

“How do I know I'm going to heaven?” She grew quiet as
she [was formulating] her response.

Somehow I knew what she was going to say before she
said 1it. I could see it coming. She was going to give me her
“list.” (Everybody has one.)

“Well, I'm basically good. I don’t smoke more than a pack
a day. I exercise. 'm dependable at work and,” she counted
each achievement on a finger, “I made my boyfriend get tested
for AIDS.”

Ta-da. That was her list. Her qualifications. By her way of
thinking, heaven could be earned by good health habits and
safe sex. Her line of logic was simple—I keep the list on earth
and I get the place in heaven.

Now lest we be too hard on her, let me ask you a question;
What’s on your list?

Most of us have one. Most of us are like the girl on the
plane. We think we are “basically good.” Decent, hardworking
folk. Most of us have a list to prove i1t. Maybe yours doesn’t in-
clude cigarettes or AIDS. But you have a list.

“I pay my bills.”

“I love my spouse and kids.”
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“I attend church.”

“I'm better than Hitler.”

“I'm basically good.”

Most of us have a list. There 1s a purpose for the list: to
prove we are good. But there 1s a problem with the list: none
of us i1s good enough.

pp. 191-3

If you're living by a list like that, you’'ve made reservations for
hell. Unless you do something about it, you're going there.
And the only hope to escape that destiny is faith in what God
has provided in His precious Son, Jesus Christ. Once you
invite Him into your life, you become a brand new creation in

Christ.

We pray that you have a concern and the Spirit of God
speaking to you, that you'd soon make that great decision
that’ll change your life and give you a sense of security that
you really do know where you’re going. Then you can burn up
your list because it’s WHO you know and the reservations
have been made.

Father, we thank You for Your Word. We thank You that
every time we turn to it we get so excited because of what
we're learning from You in reading and studying it. Father,
You know how hard it was to even think about doing the book
of Job because it is filled with so many different phrases from
our time and difficult things to understand. But we pray that
we've been able to get a message from this. We pray these ten
lessons will cause us to think about You and our relationship
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to You. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Nine — Job 15:1-35

NOTES
Eliphaz
v. 1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:
v. 2 “Would a wise man answer with empty notions or fill his belly
with the hot east wind?
v. 3 Would he argue with useless words, with speeches that have
no value?
v. 4 But you even undermine piety and hinder devotion to God.
v. 5 Your sin prompts your mouth; you adopt the tongue of the
crafty.
v. 6 Your own mouth condemns you, not mine; your own lips testify
against you.
v. 7 Are you the first man ever born? Were you brought forth
before the hills?
v. 8 Do you listen in on God’s council? Do you limit wisdom to
yourself?
v. 9 What do you know that we do not know? What insights do you
have that we do not have?
v. 10 The gray-haired and the aged are on our side, men even older
than your father.
v. 11 Are God’s consolations not enough for you, words spoken
gently to you?
v. 12 Why has your heart carried you away, and why do your eyes
flash,
v. 13 so that you vent your rage against God and pour out such
words from your mouth?
v. 14 What is man, that he could be pure, or one born of woman,
that he could be righteous?
v. 15 If God places no trust in his holy ones, if even the heavens
are not pure in his eyes,
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v. 16 how much less man, who is vile and corrupt, who drinks up
evil like water!

v. 17 Listen to me and I will explain to you; let me tell you what I
have seen,

v. 18 what wise men have declared, hiding nothing received from
their fathers

v. 19 (to whom alone the land was given when no alien passed
among them):

v. 20 All his days the wicked man suffers torment, the ruthless
through all the years stored up for him.

v. 21 Terrifying sounds fill his ears; when all seems well,
marauders attack him.

v. 22 He despairs of escaping the darkness; he is marked for the
sword.

v. 23 He wanders about—food for vultures; he knows the day of
darkness is at hand.

v. 24 Distress and anguish fill him with terror; they overwhelm
him, like a king poised to attack,

v. 25 because he shakes his fist at God and vaunts himself against
the Almighty,

v. 26 defiantly charging against him with a thick, strong shield.
v. 27 Though his face is covered with fat and his waist bulges with
flesh,

v. 28 he will inhabit ruined towns and houses where no one lives,
houses crumbling to rubble.

v. 29 He will no longer be rich and his wealth will not endure, nor
will his possessions spread over the land.

v. 30 He will not escape the darkness; a flame will wither his
shoots, and the breath of God’s mouth will carry him away.

v. 31 Let him not deceive himself by trusting what is worthless, for
he will get nothing in return.

v. 32 Before his time he will be paid in full, and his branches will
not flourish.

v. 33 He will be like a vine stripped of its unripe grapes, like an
olive tree shedding its blossoms.

v. 34 For the company of the godless will be barren, and fire will
consume the tents of those who love bribes.

v. 35 They conceive trouble and give birth to evil; their womb
fashions deceit.”
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QUESTIONS
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hat does Eliphaz desire to do, according to verses 17

Q0
—

1. Read Job 15:1-35 and in your own words pull out the main
thought of this passage.

2. What does Eliphaz accuse Job of doing in verse 4?

3. How does Eliphaz describe man in verse 16?

5. How does Eliphaz describe the wicked man in verses
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6. What 1s going to ultimately happen to this wicked man,
according to verses 27-29?

7. Describe this wicked man’s future, according to verses
8. How does Eliphaz conclude his message in verse 35?

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?
10. What lesson have you learned from this study?
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: How quickly we can turn from comfort to
confrontation when we are dealing with a grieving
individual.

LESSON #2: We must learn that it 1is possible to miss
completely the whole purpose when we are trying to
explain suffering in the life of another.

LESSON #3: How dangerous it is to make accusations in
the face of grief.

LESSON #4: When it comes to suffering and sorrow, the
safe place to be 1s to admit our 1ignorance as to God’s
purpose and plan.

LESSON #5: Venting one’s anger is a healthy part of the
grieving process.

LESSON #6: Eliphaz 1s on target when he speaks of the
total depravity of man in verse 14.

LESSON #7: Eliphaz is arguing from the position of
experience rather than from truth.
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LESSON #8: The eighteen difficulties that are outlined in

Copyright © 2022 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,

paraphrased and summarized material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.

Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately
aitribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been compiled by Ronnie Marroquin.

b

the concluding part of the speech of Eliphaz are the fruit o

wickedness.
Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

LESSON #10: “When sin 1s conceived, it gives birth to death”
and not to life.

LESSON #9: “Be not deceived, God 1s not laughed at.

44





