A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Twelve — Job 19:1-29

Whenever studying suffering we need to know more than we
know, and yet we're frustrated by the greatness of God.

This story is about Franklin Delano Roosevelt when he was
the president of the United States:

(Fear No Evil by David Watson)

... used to have a little ritual with the naturalist William
Beebe. After dinner together, the two men would go outside
and look up into the night-sky. They would find the lower left-
hand corner of the great square of Pegasus. One of them
would then recite these words: “That 1s the spiral galaxy of
Andromeda. It 1s as large as our Milky Way. It 1s one of a
hundred million galaxies. It is 750,000 light years away. It
consists of a hundred billion suns, each one larger than our
sun.” They would then pause for a few moments, and Roosevelt
would finally say, ‘Now I think we feel small enough! Let’s go
to bed!
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When we try to comprehend what God 1s doing in His designs
in our lives, we need to recognize we have limited capacity. We
have limited resources to really understand what He’s trying
to do, but recognize that He i1s there and that He’s at work.
Also recognize that He uses suffering in His program.

What is your concept of suffering? How do you relate to
suffering in relationship to God?

These three things are the result of suffering:

1. CHARACTER,

2. COMPASSION, and

3. COMMITMENT.

From the standpoint of CHARACTER, when we go through
suffering and relate to it properly, we are maintaining our

integrity—and that’s good.

Secondly, some of the most COMPASSIONATE people you’ll
ever meet are the people who've been in the crucible.

Who are the people that always run to people who are hurting
first? And have the initiative to do that? It’s people who've

been lonely and who've been hurt.

Tozer said 1t well;



“God does not use a man greatly until He hurts him deeply.”
(source unknown)

Thirdly, COMMITMENT. Now the problem with commitment
1s, with suffering it either can be broken or it can intensify.
When we're properly responding to commitment it only
intensifies.

Dennis Byrd wrote a book called Rise and Walk. He’s the guy
that broke his neck when the New York Jets were playing the
Kansas City Chiefs. His horrible fear was as a quadriplegic
laying on that bed is that his young wife was going to leave
him. Here in suffering, the fear and anxiety he feels is that
the commitment of their young marriage was not going to be
great enough for her to stay. It only intensified. It’s a beautiful
story.

That’s proper response to suffering. With God, when the
suffering intensifies, when the suffering comes, our

commitment to Him should intensify. We ought to get closer te
Him. We should be learning more.

Somebody put it this way:

(Fresh Elastic for Stretched Out Moms by Barbara Johnson)

He didn’t bring you this far to leave you.
He didn’t teach you to swim to let you drown.
He didn’t build His home in you to move away.
He didn’t lift you up to let you down.
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p. 185
Let’s start with a few verses from Lamentations.

Lamentations 3:18-26

So I say, “My splendor 1s gone and all that I had hoped from
the Lord.”

I remember my affliction and my wandering, the
bitterness and the gall. I well remember them, and my soul is
downcast within me. Yet this I call to mind and therefore I
have hope:

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for
his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great
1s your faithfulness. I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion;
therefore I will wait for him.”

The Lord 1s good to those whose hope 1s in him, to the one

who seeks him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of
the Lord.

We are getting ready to listen to Job’s SIXTH SPEECH.

In our first study Job had this 24-hour period that was
horrible for him. He lost all of his possessions, most of his
employees, and all ten of his children in a tornado. Following
that he was attacked and afflicted physically to the point that
he couldn’t function anymore.

These three guys—Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar—came as his
friends to comfort him. Instead they’ve confronted him. Job
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spoke, Eliphaz spoke, Bildad spoke—dJob answers back and
forth. This 1s Job’s sixth speech.

We have heard from Eliphaz and Bildad and from Job in our
second study. Now we're hearing from him again. In the next
study we’ll hear from Zophar—the third of the three friends—
who will give his farewell speech. It isn’t too soon for him to
bow out of the picture. We will see when we get there.

Out of the depths of his brokenness, because he thought he
was dead—he was a defeated animal with his horn in the dirt:
He was like a bull in a bull fight that had lost and his horn
was laying in the dirt and he was ready to die. He thought he
was going to die. He was speaking and continuing to hang in
there, and things hadn’t gotten any better. Then we heard

from Bildad—he called him wicked, an evil man, and a man
that didn’t know God.

So 1t hasn’t been fun for Job to hear from Bildad since the last
time he spoke.

Job
v. 1 Then Job replied:

“Then Job replied:”

v. 2 “How long will you torment me and crush me with
words?



“How long will you torment me and crush me with words?”

Now he’s going to ask THREE QUESTIONS in this speech—
right here at the beginning—and then two more right at the
end of the speech.

“How long” was exactly what Bildad said. “How long, Job, are
you going to keep on making these long speeches?”

Now Job turns to him and he says:
“How long will you torment me and crush me with words?”

“How long are you going to vex my spirit? How long are you
going to keep on torturing me with all of this controversy?”

See verse 3:

v. 3 Ten times now you have reproached me;
shamelessly you attack me.

“Ten times now you have reproached me; shamelessly you
attack me.”

When we see the word “ten times” don’t go back in the text
and try to find “ten times.” That means “often.” It means
you've done it a whole bunch. It means it really hurts.

The thing we need to focus on now is words in the tongue. We
need to meditate on what the tongue of these three men has
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done to Job.

Now he gives us four verbs there in those two verses. Do you
see them?

Verb #1 i1s “torment.”
Verb #2 i1s “crush.”
Verb #3 1s “reproach.”
Verb #4 1s “attack” him.

If we put that in laymen’s terminology, he says, “You cut me
down and chopped me up.”

“Over and over your speeches have done that to me. They
haven’t helped me at all. Words are powerful tools for good or
for evil.”

Oftentimes we are at home when we say some of the worst
things. We kind of bottle it up when we’re out in business or 1A
work, but when we get home it’s almost like we have an
excuse to abuse verbally those who are closest to us.

Here are some verses and then we’ll go back to the book of
Proverbs and see the power of words and let the power of
these passages speak to all of us.

James 3:5, 6




So also the tongue 1s a small part of the body, and yet it boasts
of great things. Behold, how great a forest is set aflame by
such a small fire! And the tongue is a fire, the very world of
Iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which
defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life,
and 1is set on fire by hell.

James 3:8-10

But no man can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil, full of
deadly poison. With it we bless our Lord and Father; and with
1t we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God,;
from the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brethren;
these things ought not so to be.

It shouldn’t be like this.

Let’s go to Proverbs and sit at the feet of Solomon for a minuté
on the power of words:

Proverbs 10:11

The mouth of the righteous i1s a fountain of life,
but violence overwhelms the mouth of the wicked.

Proverbs 10:19

When words are many, sin is not absent,
but he who holds his tongue is wise.
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Proverbs 10:31

The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom,
but a perverse tongue will be cut out.

Proverbs 12:18

Reckless words pierce like a sword,
but the tongue of the wise brings healing.

Proverbs 12:19

Truthful lips endure forever,
but a lying tongue lasts only a moment.

Proverbs 13:3

He who guards his lips guards his life,
but he who speaks rashly will come to ruin.

Proverbs 15:23

A man finds joy in giving an apt reply—
and how good 1s a timely word!

Proverbs 15:28

The heart of the righteous weighs its answers,
but the mouth of the wicked gushes evil.
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Proverbs 16:24

Pleasant words are a honeycomb,
sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.

Proverbs 18:13

He who answers before listening—
that 1s his folly and his shame.

Isn’t that a neat verse? Terribly convicting.

Proverbs 18:21

The tongue has the power of life and death,
and those who love 1t will eat its fruit.

Proverbs 21:23

He who guards his mouth and his tongue
keeps himself from calamity.

Proverbs 22:11

He who loves a pure heart and whose speech 1s gracious will
have the king for his friend.

Proverbs 25:11
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A word aptly spoken
1s like apples of gold in settings of silver.

Proverbs 29:20

Do you see a man who speaks in haste?
There 1s more hope for a fool than for him.

James 1:19

Know this, my beloved brethren. But everyone be quick to
hear and slow to speak and slow to anger.

Someone said:

There are some silent people
whose praises should be sung.
They preach a mighty sermon
by guarding well their tongue.
[Posegate]

(source unknown)

Have you ever been in a holy huddle talking to a bunch of
Christians and you get to visiting a little bit and you’ll hear
this sentence? How do you respond to this?

“Well I probably shouldn’t say this but...”

You've heard it haven’t you? What do you say?
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Well then don’t!

The Holy Spirit’s probably trying to tell you to stop! Because
you’re going to say something you're going to regret later on.

We do that all the time don’t we? If something is better left
unsaid, then leave it there.

Job has been a victim. You can’t go through these five
speeches without realizing the tongue has a powerful means
to hurt. He has spent more emotional energy on what these

guys have said to him in these five speeches. He has in the
initial trauma of what he’s gone through just because of that.

The tongue can do THREE BAD THINGS and 1t can do
THREE GOOD THINGS.

The tongue:

1. can CRITICIZE,
2. 1tcan CUT and
3. 1t can CLOBBER.

Those aren’t good. We shouldn’t be doing that to each other—
Criticizing, cutting and clobbering.

What are the good things the tongue does?
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1. The tongue COMMUNICATES. We need to talk to each
other. We need to share things in our lives back and forth.

2.  We use the tongue to COMFORT—to affirm, to encourage,
to build one another up. That’s the tongue under the control of
the Spirit to edify and help one another.

3. We use the tongue to CONVINCE. It’s alright to have
differences of opinion and to lodge our plans and our programs
and our ideas to convince. There’s nothing wrong with that.

So to COMMUNICATE, to COMFORT and to CONVINCE 1s
the right use of the tongue.

Ruth Harms Calkin has written some of the greatest books.
She lost an argument in her marriage and she got her nose
out of joint. So she prays this prayer to the Lord:

(Tell Me Again Lord, I Forget by Ruth Harms Calkin)

Lord, years ago on our wedding day,
we promised never to say good night with anger still hovering;
Never to turn our backs, hurling bitter words,
but Lord must I always be the one to yield?
Are personal opinions out for me?
Am I some kind of mechanical robot simply because I bear
the title “wife”?
I'm sorry, Lord, we both know I am handcuffed with self-
pity because I lost last night’s argument.
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In spite of moments of wrangling, moments of competitive
rivalry;

Thank you again for a marriage consistently fulfilling
year after year.

Teach us both to express without exploding,

To persuade without pouting and to disagree without being
disagreeable.

And may we sleep well.

(source unknown)

Psalm 19:14

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my
redeemer.

That’s what God wants from us. Job says 1t: your words “have
reproached me,” you've “attacked me,” you've “crushed me,”
you’'ve hurt me so much by what you've said.

When he gets to verse 4 it’s almost like he’s getting ready to
say, “You guys, it’s none of your business.”

v. 4 If it is true that I have gone astray, my error
remains my concern alone.

“If 1t 1s true that I have gone astray, my error remains m
)
concern alone.”

He says, “You know fellas, I really appreciate you trying to
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convince me of sin. You understand the theology—
righteousness in, riches come out, sin in, suffering out.”

They’re trying to convince Job that he is a sinner and they're
working real hard at it.

Job 1s just saying, “If it 1s true”—at least he’s open—*“that I
have gone astray, my error remains my concern alone.”

Now the word “error” is the word for “unintentional sin.” It’s
the word for something done inadvertently that he wasn’t
even aware of. He says, “if that’s true”—because he’s really
been searching his heart—“then that’s my business between
me and the Lord.”

Then the next verse shows us a warning of what we do when
we're trying to help somebody else.

v. 5 If indeed you would exalt yourselves above me and
use my humiliation against me,

“If indeed you would exalt yourselves above me and use my
humiliation against me,”

He has a feeling in his heart that these three guys have
become a little bit self-righteous and they’ve come to
straighten Job out. And in their self-righteousness they're
humiliating Job and he feels that from them.

We all accept that responsibility when we try to help our
15



brothers or sisters who are having a hard time. We start
trying to help them get over that difficulty. Galatians 6:1 1s a
verse we need to write over that every time to help remind us
to be careful:

Galatians 6:1

Brethren, even if a man i1s caught in any trespass, you who are
spiritual, restore such a one [set the bone] in a spirit of
gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be
tempted.

So Job 1n essence 1s saying, “Look, I'm getting some vibes from
you and I want you to know that if I've done something
unintentionally, that’s my business. Secondly, please don’t be
stomping on me in your self-righteousness simply because I'm
the one who’s suffering right now.”

When we get to verse 6 we can almost hear Job saying, “Read
my lips! If I've said it once, I've said it twice, and now I'm
going to say it for the sixth time!”

v. 6 then know that God has wronged me and drawn his
net around me.

“then know that God has wronged me and drawn his net
around me.”

In our previous study Bildad described those six traps that the
wicked can fall into. This is another Hebrew word. It’s like
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“Guys, God has dropped a net on me and I'm fighting to get
out of it but I don’t know which way I'm going. I just want you
to know, God has wronged me and He’s drawn this net around

2

me.

v. 7 Though I cry, ‘I’ve been wronged! I get no response;
though I call for help, there is no justice.

“Though I cry, “I've been wronged!” I get no response; though I
call for help, there is no justice.”

Have you ever been there? You suffer and there’s silence in
heaven. You suffer and cry injustice and you don’t get the
scales balanced. That’s what Job’s saying.

He says, “I cry, ‘T've been wronged!”—and all I get 1s
silence!—“I get no response; though I call for help, there is no
justice.”

This 1s a powerful statement of how you feel when you come to
God with a real need:

(Failure to Scream by Robert Hicks)

But go to Him when your need is desperate, when all other
help 1s vain, and what do you find? A door slammed in your
face, and a sound of bolting and double bolting on the inside.
After that, silence. You may as well turn away. The longer you
wait, the more emphatic the silence will become.
p. 24
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Then he says:

(Failure to Scream by Robert Hicks)

Why is [it that God is] so present a commander in our time of

prosperity and so very absent a help in time of trouble?
p. 24

That’s Job’s feelings—that God 1sn’t there. It’s like Job cries,
“I did nothing wrong! God has wronged me!”

This 1s just one word. It’s like Job says, “Hamas/” That’s the
Hebrew word for “violence.” It’s like, “Violence! That’s all I can

2

say.
Emotionally Job’s saying it! It’s an orphan cry: “Violence!”

We have a series on the seven words of Christ on the Cross.
Have you ever gone through all those?

1. “Father forgive them for they don’t what they’re doing.”
2. “Woman behold your son, son behold your mother.”

3. “Today you’ll be with Me in the Paradise.”

The fourth one is the center of all of them:

4. “Eloi, Eloi Lama Sabachthani?”’—“My God, My God, why
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have You forsaken Me?” (ref. Matthew 27:46)

Why? God turned His back on His Son because the Son was
being made sin for us and a Holy God cannot look on sin. It’s
the orphan cry of the Savior.

Nobody listens to Job. Nobody believes him. They’re all trying
to accuse him of sin and he’s just saying, “Violence! I've been
wronged! I'm not getting any justice.”

When you’re building a good case, you always give all the
evidence for what you just got through saying? The next TEN

STATEMENTS are how Job has experienced violence from
God. It’s the heart of his speech.

v. 8 He has blocked my way so I cannot pass; he has
shrouded my paths in darkness.

1. “He has blocked my way so I cannot pass;”

“The Heavenly Policeman has thrown up a roadblock and I
can’t get around it, can’t get over it, can’t get through it. He
has stopped me in my tracks.”

2. “he has shrouded my paths in darkness.”

Dr. Bob Jones, Sr. said:

“Never doubt in the darkness what God has taught you in the

light.”
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(source unknown)

v. 9 He has stripped me of my honor and removed the
crown from my head.

3. “He has stripped me of my honor”
4. “and removed the crown from my head.”

He’s lost all of his esteem in the community basically is what
he’s saying there.

v. 10 He tears me down on every side till I am gone; he
uproots my hope like a tree.

5. “He tears me down on every side till I am gone;”—Ilike a
building that’s been wrecked.

6. “he uproots my hope like a tree.”—my hope.

v. 11 His anger burns against me; he counts me among
his enemies.

7. “His anger burns against me; he counts me among his
enemies.”

v. 12 His troops advance in force; they build a siege
ramp against me and encamp around my tent.

8. “His troops advance in force; they build a siege ramp
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against me and encamp around my tent.”

This 1s almost humorous if it wasn’t pathetic. Here’s Job in his
little tent, and how do you destroy a city that you're trying to
get to? You build siege ramps to get up over the wall to get in
the city and destroy it.

This great God who has these billions and billions of galaxies,
this great Commander in Chief, is focusing all of His arsenal
on one little tent and it’s Job’s.

It’s just like the Commander and Chief of the United States
saying, “I want the Army, I want the Navy, I want the Air
Force and I want the Marines! We're going after one guy in his
tent.” That’s how Job feels.

God 1s building a “siege ramp.”

“He’s rolling out all of His resources against me and my puny
little tent to destroy me.”

v. 13 He has alienated my brothers from me; my
acquaintances are completely estranged from me.

9. “He has alienated my brothers from me;”
10. “my acquaintances are completely estranged from me.”
We don’t know if this “brothers” means blood brothers or if it’s

brothers in the sense of friends. We can look at that and
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wonder why that happens.

Have you ever suffered severely to the point where reality i1s
shattered for a period of time and you feel very lonely?

That’s a consequence of suffering. When we really start to
hurt, we don’t fit anymore. We do this, we do that, we wait for
others to meet our needs, and there 1s an 1solation in
suffering. Job is feeling that. David felt that.

Listen to David:

Psalm 88:18

You have taken my companions and loved ones from me; the
darkness is my closest friend.

That’s the picture.

We can take those ten verbs and make an impact of how God
has done violence to Job from Job’s perspective. Now listen to
them carefully:

1. He’s blocking my path,

2. He’s shrouding my path with darkness,

3. He’s stripping me of honor,

4. He’s removing the crown from my head,
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5. He’s tearing me down like a building,
6. He’s uprooting me like a tree,

7. His anger burns against me; he counts me as one of His
enemies,

8. His troops advance in force,
9. He has alienated my brothers from me,
10. My acquaintances are completely estranged from me.

v. 14 My kinsmen have gone away; my friends have
forgotten me.

)

“My kinsmen have gone away; my friends have forgotten me.’

Psalm 102:7

I ie awake; I become
like a bird alone on a roof.

v. 15 My guests and my maidservants count me a
stranger; they look upon me as an alien.

“My guests and my maidservants count me a stranger; they
look upon me as an alien.”

23



“I mean people that come to see me. The maidservants think
I'm from outer space. I don’t belong here. I look so weird and
so horrible because of what disease has done to me.”

If you want to see something really bad, look at verse 16.

v. 16 I summon my servant, but he does not answer,
though I beg him with my own mouth.

“I summon my servant, but he does not answer, though I beg
him with my own mouth.”

To illustrate this, let’s say you've just retired as the CEO of a
major corporation and you play golf and bridge and fish and
you've done your thing for about six months and then you
really get a hankering to go down and see how the old boys are
doing at the corporation. So you go down there and you walk
in and you start visiting and start talking just like old times,
and all of a sudden you see something and you tell an
employee to go do it. And that guy says, “Who in the heck do
you think you are? I don’t have to do what you say.”

Immediately you are painfully aware that you have been
stripped of some position and authority you once had. That’s
what happens to Job. It’s like, “hey the rules have changed!
Things aren’t the same anymore Job! We don’t have to
respond to you anymore.”

When we get that far along in this speech we see the
loneliness. We need to understand how suffering makes us so
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welrd and so lonely. Is that a normal pattern?
Robert Hicks says this:

(Failure to Scream by Robert Hicks)

We can no longer see how our life fits into the larger world
with any significant meaning and purpose. Who we are in the
world has been lost and shattered. Not only has the frame
around the picture of ourselves been altered, but also the
picture itself 1s now different or gone. We look into the frame
and [we] see nothing. We have lost our bearings, our
boundaries, and our complete sense of who we are. This loss 1s
devastating. Not to know who we are when so much of our
lives has fallen apart is almost as painful as the original
trauma that produced all the effects.

p. 30

Job 1is telling us some stuff that’s hurting him more now than
the 1nitial shock of all of the losses that he took 1n that initial
shot earlier in the book.

When we get to verse 17 it reminds us of all the mouthwash
commercials.

v. 17 My breath is offensive to my wife; I am loathsome
to my own brothers.

“My breath is offensive to my wife; I am loathsome to my own
brothers.”
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We have already met Mrs. Job and she has the spiritual gift of
discouragement. She has not been there when Job has needed
her. Now she’s got another excuse. He’s suffering from a
disease-caused halitosis.

Poor Job! It’'s awful.

v. 18 Even the little boys scorn me; when I appear, they
ridicule me.

“Even the little boys scorn me; when I appear, they ridicule

b

me.
In patriarchal times everyone respected grey heads.

v. 19 All my intimate friends detest me; those I love
have turned against me.

“All my intimate friends detest me; those I love have turned
against me.”

That’s a shock for his three friends.

v. 20 I am nothing but skin and bones; I have escaped
with only the skin of my teeth.

“I am nothing but skin and bones; I have escaped with only
the skin of my teeth.”
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When we hear that what do we think of? We’re thinking he
had his horn in the dirt earlier and he’s about dead, but he’s
escaped by the skin of his teeth so he’s still alive.

Now that might be true, but notice in the first part of the
verse it says, “I am nothing but skin and bones;” and “I have
escaped with the skin of my teeth.” In other words, that’s
about all that’s left of him.

It could be that is a possibility or the way we use it in slang.
He has barely escaped physical death and he sees the series of
things going on in his life. He is still here and that’s a miracles

v. 21 Have pity on me, my friends, have pity, for the
hand of God has struck me.

“Have pity on me, my friends, have pity, for the hand of God
has struck me.”

Now what’d he say? He started out in the beginning by telling
us that God had wronged him. Now he’s showing us how God’s
wronged him. When he gets down to verse 21 he is begging,
from the bottom of his heart, for these guys to have pity on
him because “the hand of God has struck me.”

He’s trying to relate to it, trying to understand it. Then he
asks these last two questions:

As a reminder:
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Question #1: “How long will you torment me and crush me
with words?”

v. 22 Why do you pursue me as God does? Will you
never get enough of my flesh?

Question #2: “Why do you pursue me as God does?”
Question #3: “Will you never get enough of my flesh?”
It’s like shark attack! “You have picked my bones clean.”

What would you do? What would you say right now if this
were you? You are all alone. Your friends are gone, the people
that were under your authority don’t recognize you anymore,
the people closest to you don’t like you, your wife thinks you've
got bad breath, and physically you have just escaped by the
skin of your teeth physical death. You've lost all ten of your
kids and all your possessions.

How are you going to respond to your friends and to this God
who’s allowed all this to happen? What would you say?

“Call Dr. Death! I'm out of here.”

“I'm out of here faster than a homesick angel! I'm gone. I'm
history. I'm done.”

There comes a time when we just get so tired of running uphill
into the wind that we quit. We just stop.
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Throughout this whole drama our friend is going to still be
singing, “This little light of mine, I'm going to let it shine.”

Our friend is going to let another volley come in from his
Roman candle to light the night skies. We are getting ready to
witness the greatest statement of faith in all of scripture. We
are walking into one of the high pinnacle points of Biblical
revelation. This is absolutely incredible.

v. 23 Oh, that my words were recorded, that they were
written on a scroll,

“Oh, that my words were recorded,”
Job says, “I'd like to get these recorded.
“that they were written on a scroll,”

He gets his wish and he doesn’t even know it. He just wants te
be published here.

v. 24 that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead,
or engraved in rock forever!

“that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead,”—so he
could hang them on his wall—“or engraved in a rock
forever!”—so they could be his headstone.

With a lead up to those four things, we have to realize he’s
29



getting ready to say something pretty fabulous.

Hebrews 11:27

...he is enduring as seeing Him who 1s invisible.
Are you ready? Here it comes.

v. 25 I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the
end he will stand upon the earth.

“I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will
stand upon the earth.”

“I know that my VINDICATOR lives” is how we could
translate it.

“It 1sn’t over and 1t won’t be over when I die, because I know
that ‘my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand
upon the earth.”

George Frederick Handel composed the Messiah in twenty-
four days. We have been thrilled by the “Hallelujah chorus.”
Here’s a short story:

When Handel finished that, he came out of his room in tears
and he spoke first to his servant and he said, “I think I did see
all heaven before me and the great God Himself.” Is it any
wonder that he retired to the study to next right that
beautiful soprano aria, “I know that my Redeemer lives”?
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(source unknown)

What is it that takes a guy from barely escaping by the skin of
his teeth to one of the greatest statements in all of scripture?
He’s had a fresh revelation from God Himself.

Stephen felt the stones pelting down upon him from the hand
of the Sanhedrin as he was becoming a martyr. What did he
say?

Acts 7:56

“I see heaven open and I see the Son of God standing on the
right hand of God the Father.”

God doesn’t take us through the deepest valleys of suffering
and let us go alone.

Psalm 23:4

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil for You are with me.

He’s there. The only way we can explain the triumph and the
victory in many Christians’ lives who have suffered so deeply
1s the awareness of somebody walking with them through it.

Job has had a fresh revelation from this great God of the

universe and it’s this revelation that’s the turning point in the

book. It’s going to take him to the end of it in victory. Don’t be
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frightened and don’t be fearful about what’s going to come,
because God’s going to meet us there in the midst of it.

v. 26 And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my
flesh I will see God;

“And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will
see God;”

Wow!
Someone wrote this piece called:

(Fresh Elastic for Stretched Out Moms by Barbara Johnson)

It’s Friday...but Sunday’s Coming

1t’s Friday Jesus was nailed dead on a cross.
...but Sunday’s Coming

it’s Friday Mary’s crying her eyes out ‘cause
her baby Jesus i1s dead.
...but Sunday’s Coming

it’s Friday The disciples are running in every
direction like sheep without
a shepherd.
...but Sunday’s Coming

it’s Friday Pilate’s strutting around, washing
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1t’s Friday

1t’s Friday

1t’s Friday

his hands ‘cause he thinks he’s
got all the power and the victory.
...but Sunday’s Coming

People are saying, “As things have
been, so they shall always be. You
can’t change anything in this world.

...but Sunday’s Coming

Satan’s doing a little jig saying,
“I control the whole world.”
...but Sunday’s Coming

The temple veil ripped from top
to bottom—the earth shook—
the rocks split and tombs opened.
The centurion screamed 1n fear,
“Truly he was the Son of God!”

...Sunday’s Coming

It’s Sunday—  The angel, like dazzling lightning,

rolled the stone away, exclaiming,
“He 1s not here! He 1s risen!”

It’s Sunday—It’s Sunday—It’s Sunday

p. 59

Job says:
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v. 27 I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not
another. How my heart yearns within me!

“I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not
another.”—it’s going to be me.

“I, myself, ‘will see him with my own eyes!” Not somebody else!
And look how he ends 1t.”

“How my heart yearns within me!”

This statement 1s vintage C. S. Lewis:

(Finding God by Larry Crabb, Jr.)

“If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world
can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made
for another world.”

p. 55

That’s Job.
“my heart yearns within me!”

There comes those moments of sweet revelation, in the hour of
death for the believer. There 1s that richness, that sense of the
Father’s presence—that it’s all in His hands and it’s all going
to be okay. Job is there right now.

Barbara Rydberg has written some excellent little pieces and
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this one 1s called:
“When I Am Gone”

“When I am gone, remember I'm with Jesus;
then do not mourn because I've passed away.
Life holds so many griefs and disappointments,
and will you cry because I did not stay?
‘Tis only for a spell we must be parted,;
not many years on earth to us are given.
And when my Savior tells me you are coming,

I'll go with Him and welcome you to Heaven.
Grieve not because the eyes that looked upon you
Shall never see your face on earth again;

Rejoice, because they look upon the Savior
who gave His life to ransom sinful men.
Weep not because I walk no longer with you;
remember, I am walking streets of gold.
Weep for yourselves that you awhile must tarry,
before the blessed Lord you may behold.”
(source unknown)

Job has one final thing to say to his friends:

v. 28 If you say, ‘How we will hound him, since the root
of the trouble lies in him,’

“If you say, “How we will hound him, since the root of the
trouble lies in him,””
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In other words, “if you haven’t heard anything I've said and
you haven’t been impressed by what’s happening, if you're
going to continue to hound me and tell me that I'm the
problem and the trouble lies with me, I've got to warn you.”

v. 29 you should fear the sword yourselves; for wrath
will bring punishment by the sword, and then you
will know that there is judgment.”

“you should fear the sword yourselves; for wrath will bring
punishment by the sword, and then you will know there 1s

judgment.”

“Our roles could be reversed one of these days guys, and you
could be facing the same thing”—end of speech.

Isn’t that incredible?
We have eleven lessons that come out of this study.

Lesson #1: Words from our lips can torment, crush, reproach
and attack someone else.

Lesson #2: Job 1s saying that each of us will be accountable for
our own sin.

Lesson #3: When exercising discipline over brothers and
sisters in the body of Christ, it’s easy to become self-righteous

and to use the failure as a means of humiliation.
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Lesson #4: Job’s cries have been met with silence and no
justice.

Lesson #5: Job blames God for all that has happened to him.

Lesson #6: Job has lost all of his meaningful interpersonal
relationships through his suffering.

Lesson #7: Job’s wife 1s not there to sympathize and support
him but rather stays away.

Lesson #8: Job has barely escaped from death so far.

Lesson #9: With the eye of faith, Job sees that his Vindicator
lives and that in the end He will stand upon the earth.

Lesson #10: Does your heart yearn for that glorious day of
manifestation?

Lesson #11: We will be held accountable for what we have said
to others.

This story comes out of James Dobson’s work called When God
Doesn’t Make Sense. This book 1is his dissertation on suffering.
This story comes out of the Civil War:

(When God Doesn’t Make Sense by James Dobson)

... Major Sullivan Ballou of the Union army [wrote this letter].
He penned it to his wife, Sarah, on July 14, 1861, one week
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before the Battle of Bull Run. They had been married only six
years. These powerful words still touch my soul:

My Very Dear Sarah:

The indications are very strong that we shall move in a
few days—perhaps tomorrow. Lest I should not be able to
write again, I feel impelled to write a few lines that may fall
under your eye when I shall be no more...

I have no misgivings about or lack of confidence in the
cause in which I am engaged and my courage does not halt or
falter. I know how strongly American civilization now leans on
the triumph of the Government, and how great a debt we owe
to those who went before us through the blood and suffering of
the Revolution. And I am willing, perfectly willing to lay down
all my joys in this life to help maintain this Government and
to pay that debt....

Sarah, my love for you 1s deathless: it seems to bind me
with mighty cables that nothing but Omnipotence could break;
and yet my love of country comes over me like a strong wind,
and bears me irresistibly on, with all these chains, to the
battlefield.

The memories of all the blissful moments I have spent
with you come creeping over me, and I feel most deeply
grateful to God, and you, that I have enjoyed them so long.
And how hard it is for me to give them up, and burn to ashes
the hopes of future years, when, God willing, we might still
have lived and loved together and seen our sons grown up to
honorable manhood around us.

If I do not [return], my dear Sarah, never forget how
much I love you, and when my last breath escapes me on the

38



battle-field, it will whisper your name. Forgive my many
faults and the many pains I have caused you. How
thoughtless, how foolish I have often-times been...

O Sarah, if the dead can come back to this earth, and flit
unseen around those they loved, I shall always be near you in
the gladdest day, and in the darkest night, amidst your
happiest scenes and gloomiest hours—always, always: and if
there be a soft breeze upon your cheek, it shall be my breath:
or the cool air cools your throbbing temple, it shall be my
spirit passing by.

Sarah, do not mourn me dead: think I am gone, and wait
for me, for we shall meet again...

Sullivan

Major Ballou was killed one week later at the first battle
of Bull Run. I wonder, don’t you, if he did indeed utter Sarah’s
name as he lay dying on the battlefield.
pp. 168-69

The words of Job would be far more suitable on this occasion:

Job 19:25

I know that my Redeemer lives.

Father, we are overwhelmed with this message. We feel such

frustration in trying to adequately verbalize what’s going on

in this passage. It seems like we’ve only scratched the surface.

And yet Father, we thank You that we've seen something in
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Job that just brings us such peace. If a man who loves You so
much can go through this and still keep his light shining and
still keep his faith intact, we certainly can face anything in
the curriculum that You have ahead for us. We pray that
when we suffer, we would be men and women of integrity and
stronger character. We will take the initiative to demonstrate
compassion to those who need us, and we will see an
intensification of our commitment to You rather than a
surrender or a drifting apart. We ask You to fix in our minds
and hearts the thoughts that come from this study. If there’s
someone that does not know the Savior, we pray that they’ll
invite Jesus Christ into their lives. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
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A Practical Study of JOB

Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering

Study Number Twelve — Job 19:1-29

Job

v. 1 Then Job replied:

v. 2 “How long will you torment me and crush me with words?

v. 3 Ten times now you have reproached me; shamelessly you
attack me.

v. 4 If it is true that I have gone astray, my error remains my
concern alone.

v. 5 If indeed you would exalt yourselves above me and use my
humiliation against me,

v. 6 then know that God has wronged me and drawn his net
around me.

v. 7 Though I cry, ‘T've been wronged!” I get no response; though I
call for help, there is no justice.

v. 8 He has blocked my way so I cannot pass; he has shrouded my
paths in darkness.

v. 9 He has stripped me of my honor and removed the crown from
my head.

v. 10 He tears me down on every side till I am gone; he uproots my
hope like a tree.

v. 11 His anger burns against me; he counts me among his
enemies.

v. 12 His troops advance in force; they build a siege ramp against
me and encamp around my tent.

v. 13 He has alienated my brothers from me; my acquaintances are
completely estranged from me.

v. 14 My kinsmen have gone away; my friends have forgotten me.
v. 15 My guests and my maidservants count me a stranger; they
look upon me as an alien.

v. 16 I summon my servant, but he does not answer, though I beg

him with my own mouth.
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NOTES
v. 17 My breath is offensive to my wife; I am loathsome to my own
brothers.
v. 18 Even the little boys scorn me; when I appear, they ridicule
me.
v. 19 All my intimate friends detest me; those I love have turned
against me.
v. 20 I am nothing but skin and bones; I have escaped with only
the skin of my teeth.
v. 21 Have pity on me, my friends, have pity, for the hand of God
has struck me.
v. 22 Why do you pursue me as God does? Will you never get
enough of my flesh?
v. 23 Oh, that my words were recorded, that they were written on
a scroll,
v. 24 that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, or
engraved in rock forever!
v. 25 I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will
stand upon the earth.
v. 26 And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will
see God;
v. 27 I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another.
How my heart yearns within me!
v. 28 If you say, ‘How we will hound him, since the root of the
trouble lies in him,’
v. 29 you should fear the sword yourselves; for wrath will bring
punishment by the sword, and then you will know that there is
judgment.”

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Job 19:1-29 and in your own words pull out the main
thought of this passage.
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2. According to Job, what are his friends doing to him in

verses 2 & 3?7
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g

3. How does Job respond to his friend’s accusations, accordin

to verse 47
4. What 1s the hardest part of Job’s suffering, according to

verse 77
5. How does Job feel that God is treating him, according to

verse 117
6. What 1s just killing Job, according to verse 19?
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7. What is Job’s plea, according to verse 217
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8. What is Job still hanging onto while he 1s in the crucible,

according to verses 25-27?
9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Words from our lips can torment, crush,
reproach and attack someone else.

LESSON #2: Job 1s saying that each of us will be accountable
for our own sin.

LESSON #3: When exercising discipline over brothers and
sisters in the body of Christ, it is easy to become self-
righteous and to use the failure as a means of humiliation.

LESSON #4: Job’s cries have been met with silence and no
justice.

LESSON #5: Job blames God for all that has happened to him:

LESSON #6: Job has lost all of his meaningful interpersonal
relationships through his suffering.

LESSON #7: Job’s wife 1s not there to sympathize and support
him but rather stays away.

LESSON #8: Job has barely escaped death so far.
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LESSON #9: With the eye of faith, Job sees that his
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Vindicator lives and that in the end He will stand upon th

earth.
manifestation?

LESSON #11: We will be held accountable for what we have
said to others.

LESSON #10: Does your heart yearn for that glorious day of

46





