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A Practical Study of JOB 

 

Persevere and Press On 

 

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering” 

 

Study Number Thirteen – Job 20:1-29  

 

 

We wish that in the midst of the book of Job we could have 

some real good laughs. There are some things we’ll laugh at, 

but there’s always the hurt and the pain that he’s going 

through. 

 

He lost all ten of his kids, all of his possessions and basically 

all of his friends. These three guys are not real friends. They 

have come with the purpose of comforting Job, but they 

certainly have failed in their mission. Their theology is more 

important than their relationship to Job. That theology has 

this as the bottom line:  

 

RIGHTEOUSNESS in—RICHES out, 

 

SIN in—SUFFERING out. 

 

God operates by those inviolable principles according to these 

three guys because Job is suffering so severely. Now the 

toughest guy of the three of them is Zophar the Zapper. We 

haven’t heard from him yet. 

 

C
opyright ©

 2023 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



2 

 

We heard from Eliphaz the Exterminator in study #9 then Job 

answered him in study #10. Then we heard from Bildad the 

Brutal in study #11. In study #12 Job gave that tremendous 

statement that was the high point of the whole book. He says, 

“I know that my Redeemer lives and He will stand again the 

last day upon the earth.” 

 

Now we get to hear from Zophar the Zealot or Zophar the 

Zapper. The only good thing about that is this is his farewell 

address. The other two guys get one more shot. This is 

Zophar’s second speech. The other two guys have already 

given their second one. We’re going to hear from Eliphaz and 

Bildad one more time—they get to speak a third time. We 

don’t know why this is the end for Zophar, but we’re not going 

to hear from him anymore. 

 

Now there’s always something that we need to recognize, and 

that is when a person shouts and talks a lot about a subject, 

he probably has a problem with that subject.  

 

Zophar spends so much time talking about material things 

because he has a problem with them. He’s really mad at Job 

for being so successful and so wealthy, because in his first 

speech all he can talk about is that the wicked are going to 

lose everything they have. He spends so much time on 

material things. 

 

We can put that in the back of our mind and see —because 

Zophar is conjuring up some stuff that isn’t true about Job to 

prove his point that Job deserves to suffer—if that’s not part 
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of it. Some of the commentators felt that way. This guy is 

spending so much time on it because he’s got a problem with 

it. 

 

Henry Morris, when he was commenting on these three guys, 

said: 

 

 The solution offered by Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar on 

the problem of undeserved suffering was that it was deserved.  

 

 

They’re saying, “Job you deserve this. We just need to find out 

what’s wrong in your life.” 

 

Here’s a cute story by Barbara Johnson: 

 

(Fresh Elastic for Stretched Out Moms by Barbara Johnson)  

 

First of all there is old man Dic Tate, who wants to run 

everything. And he has a cousin name Ro Tate who wants to 

change everything. And Mrs. Agi Tate stirs up plenty of 

trouble with the help of her husband Irri Tate. Whenever 

there’s a new project suggested, Mr. Hesi Tate and his wife 

Vege Tate want to wait until next year. 

Then there’s Mr. Imi Tate, who wants the church to look 

just like the one down the street. And then there’s Mr. Devas 

Tate who provides the voice of dome, while Mr. Poten Tate 

just wants to be a big shot. Now there’s also Mrs. Facili Tate, 

who is most helpful when there is work to be done. Mr. Cogi 

Tate and his wife, Medi Tate, always want to think things 
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over and are usually positive in their ideas. 

And finally, there is the black sheep in the family, Mr. 

Ampu Tate, who cut himself off completely from the whole 

church, which is his own business. We’re sure you’ve met some 

of these folks. 

p. 65 (paraphrased) 

 

Job probably feels that all three of these guys belong to the 

Tate family because of some of the things that they’ve said. 

 

Listen to David Watson: 

 

(Fear No Evil by David Watson)  

 

 We assume there must be some cause and effect in 

suffering, and the sensitive person will quickly suppose that 

he is to blame for any sickness or tragedy that may come. 

More than ever, then, others need to reassure that person 

repeatedly that God loves him just as he is. In the last few 

months I have received some highly insensitive letters from 

people I have never met, urging me to repent if I want to be 

healed. Different sins are specified. Apparently I need to 

repent for my double-mindedness, for my pride, for my 

unbelief, and even for being a member of the Anglican Church! 

No Christian is perfect, of course, and no doubt there is much 

in my life that still needs purifying.  

But at a time when my conscience is over-sensitive 

through my illness, more than anything I need to be reminded 

of God’s love.  

pp. 116-17 

C
opyright ©

 2023 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



5 

 

 

We’re stupid in the way we treat people who have their 

wagons turned over and their world’s falling apart. The 

greatest need in this kind of situation is for affirmation and 

affection and not attack.  

 

The greatest thing is for compassion and concern and not 

condemnation. The greatest thing is for bearing the burden 

rather than blaming. Yet we’re so quick to do that. 

 

You’re going to get mad. You’re not going to like Zophar. But 

realize one thing. His speech is in the Bible so there is a 

powerful message in it.  

 

Also the guy’s mad—Zophar’s ticked. He’s filled with frenzy. 

He’s going to tell us right at the first that he can’t wait any 

longer. He has to straighten Job out. So he is speaking from 

anger.  

 

But this message is one of the most powerful messages in the 

scripture, when you listen to what he’s saying. What he’s 

saying is true.  

 

This is a message for the self-confident person filled with 

selfish ambition. This is the way your life is going to end if you 

never come to a relationship with Jesus Christ. It’s a powerful 

message.  

 

We could title this message: 
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GIVEN TIME, LIFE WILL TRASH ALL YOUR TROPHIES. 

 

Now he speaks true words, though he speaks them with an ill 

tongue. The message is powerful. While we’re getting upset 

with Zophar missing needs, realize that what he’s saying is 

very real and really true and needs to be heard by every 

individual today, because it really strikes home. 

 

Let’s get into it!  

 

Zophar 
 

v. 1 Then Zophar the Naamathite replied:  

 

“Then Zophar the Naamathite replied:” 

 

v. 2 “My troubled thoughts prompt me to answer 

because I am greatly disturbed.  

 

‘“My troubled thoughts prompt me to answer because I am 

greatly disturbed.” 

 

Have you ever noticed that people usually hear what they 

want to hear? They don’t hear what they don’t want to hear?  

 

Having just heard this great statement—“I know that my 

Redeemer lives, and in the final day He will stand upon the 

earth. And though my body is consumed with worms, yet in 

my flesh I’ll see God.”—How can you hear something that 

powerful and wonderful and then turn around and say, “Well 
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there’s really something I need to talk to you about”? 

 

“My troubled thoughts prompt me to answer because I’m 

greatly disturbed.” 

 

He missed Job’s whole affirmation of faith!  

 

“The storm that is within me makes it necessary for me to 

speak. I have ‘troubled thoughts’ and I’ve been ‘greatly 

disturbed.’ 

 

Do you remember the last thing Job said in the previous 

study, just as he finished his little talk? 

 

Job 19:29 

 

You should fear the sword yourselves. For wrath will bring 

punishment by the sword and then you’ll know that there’s 

judgment. 

 

“In other words guys, you better be a little slow about what 

you’re saying because the shoe could be on your foot and the 

whole thing could be turned around very shortly.” It’s like he 

didn’t like that. 

 

So in a frenzy, he’s ready to drive himself in the fray and solve 

the problem. 

 

v. 3 I hear a rebuke that dishonors me, and my 

understanding inspires me to reply.  
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“I hear a rebuke that dishonors me, and my understanding 

inspires me to reply.” 

 

What was the rebuke? Do you remember the first of the study 

last time? We took a little time on the tongue and the power of 

the tongue. Job said these words  just as he started his speech: 

 

Job 19:2, 3 

 

“How long will you torment me and crush me with words? Ten 

times now you have reproached me; shamelessly you attack 

me. 

 

He’s saying in essence, “Job, I heard that rebuke and that 

dishonors me, and my understanding inspires me to reply.” 

 

“Job, I have to tell you something. Your butter slipped off your 

biscuit. You’ve lost it. You don’t really understand the way 

God works and you don’t really understand what’s going on. If 

you did you’d listen to what we’re trying to tell you. And what 

I’m telling you, it’s always been true!” 

 

Verse 4—We can tell when a guy’s being condescending. 

 

v. 4 Surely you know how it has been from of old, ever 

since man was placed on the earth,  

 

“Surely you know how it has been from of old, ever since man 

was placed on the earth,” 
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This has been something that went way back to creation. In 

other words, there are certain parameters that God operates 

in and He never violates them.  

 

“That’s all I’m telling you Job. You need to hear what I’ve got 

to say.” 

 

Hicks in his book Failure to Scream makes a great statement. 

Listen to this: 

 

(Failure to Scream by Robert Hicks)  

 

I may believe in a God who has a meaning and purpose for all 

that happens, but to believe that I know what that specific 

purpose is to border on an encroachment of the divine. I am 

not God.  

p. 110 

 

Anytime we enter into somebody else’s life to try to tell them 

what God is doing, we are treading in no-man’s land. We have 

a full-time job trying to figure out what God’s doing in our own 

life. We don’t have time to be running around telling 

somebody else what God’s doing in theirs!  

 

That is sacred territory. Zophar’s going to do it. 

 

“What has always been true since the beginning of time is 

what I’m getting ready to tell you Job.” 
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Having said that, here comes the sermon. 

 

v. 5 that the mirth of the wicked is brief, the joy of the 

godless lasts but a moment.  

 

“that the mirth of the wicked is brief, the joy of the godless 

lasts but a moment.” 

 

Now he’s diplomatic enough not to tell Job that he’s wicked 

and he’s godless, but Job is the wicked and the godless. In his 

theology the wicked and the godly suffer and Job is suffering 

so he’s wicked and godless. Just throw it in reverse and it’s 

logical that he’s got Job in mind. 

 

Is that true? Is it true that “the mirth of the wicked is brief” 

and we better enjoy what we have now because it’s not going 

to get any better if you live life self-confident and with selfish 

ambition? And that the “joy of the godless lasts but a 

moment”? 

 

We have to say that’s true. 

 

Psalm 37:20 

 

The wicked will perish: 

The Lord’s enemies will be like the beauty of the fields, 

they will vanish—and they’ll vanish like smoke. 

 

James 4:13-17 is one of the most humbling and sobering 

passages in the New Testament: 
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James 4:13-17 

 

Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow, we are going to 

go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage 

in business and make a profit.” Yet you do not know what 

your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that 

appears for a little while and then vanishes away. Instead, 

you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and also do 

this or that.” But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such 

boasting is evil. Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to 

do, and doesn’t do it, to him it is sin.  

 

Theology forces Zophar to be violent and to make those 

suppositions, because God never changes the way He operates. 

So with the result of suffering, he’s forced to that conclusion. 

 

v. 6 Though his pride reaches to the heavens and his 

head touches the clouds,  

 

“Though his pride reaches to the heavens and his head 

touches the clouds,” 

 

He sees Job as a very powerful, wealthy businessman who is 

very proud of all of his achievements.  

 

“his pride reaches to the heavens and his head touches the 

clouds.” 

 

This reminds us of Isaiah 14. We have the description of the 
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fall of Satan. 

 

Isaiah 14:11-15 

 

…How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of 

the dawn! You have been cast down to the earth, you who laid 

low the nations! You said in your heart, “I will ascend to 

heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit 

enthroned on the mount of the assembly, on the utmost 

heights of the sacred mountain. I will ascend above the tops of 

the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” But you 

have been brought down to the grave, to the depths of the pit.  

 

Somebody said: 

 

“All a flood is is a river that’s gotten too big for its bridges.” 

(source unknown) 

 

A man filled with pride oftentimes gets too big for his britches. 

 

Bertrand Russel, when speaking on pride, says: 

 

(Whatever Became of Sin? by Karl Menninger)  

 

 “Every man would like to be God,” … “if it were possible; 

some few find it difficult to admit the impossibility.” 

p. 135  

 

And then he says: 
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(Whatever Became of Sin? by Karl Menninger)  

 

The little front wave ran up on the sand 

And frothed there, wildly elated. 

“I am the tide,” said the little front wave 

“And the waves before me are dated!” 

p. 138  

 

With arrogance and pride we can do whatever we want to do. 

As a result, we will suffer the consequences.  

 

Zophar’s saying Job is like this. Then what’s going to happen?  

 

 

v. 7 he will perish forever, like his own dung; those who 

have seen him will say, ‘Where is he?’  

 

“he will perish forever, like his own dung; those who have seen 

him will say, “Where is he?”” 

 

That’s a powerful, powerful passage isn’t it?  

 

Many times we look at a grieving family, wondering where the 

person is now that he’s gone. Simply because some people are 

very private about their faith and they never talk to the 

family or minister. As a result, there’s a great deal of grief. 

 

We really do come to the end of it and say, where is he? Where 

has he gone? Did he in those final hours come to the 

realization of his need for a relationship with God and did he 
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receive Christ? Where is he? 

 

C. S. Lewis found a tombstone that had these words on it, and 

then he added his own little sentence: 

 

(Fear No Evil by David Watson)  

 

 Here lies an atheist 

 all dressed up but 

 with nowhere to go. 

 

[Then he added this phrase], ‘I bet he wishes that [it] were so.’ 

p. 165  

 

At the very moment of death, the full realization that we’re 

not just playing games in the Christian community, we 

become very, very real. But pride keeps us from it. 

 

And so, “Where is he?” 

 

Obadiah—have you read the book of Obadiah? You’re going to 

meet Obadiah one of these days if you’re a Christian. He’s 

going to ask you if you’ve read his book. What are you going to 

say?  

 

The book of Obadiah is only one page long, it’s twenty-one 

verses. When you say, “Oh I never did have time.” He’s going 

to say, “Get off my back!”  

 

Two guys when you meet them in glory, if you haven’t read 
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their books, they’re going to string you up. One of them is 

Philemon in the New Testament. It’s only twenty-four verses. 

In the Old Testament we have Obadiah—it’s only twenty-one 

verses.  

Listen to Obadiah: 

 

Obadiah 3, 4 

 

The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who live in the 

clefts of the rocks and make your home on the heights, you 

who say to yourself, “Who can bring me down to the ground?” 

Though you soar like the eagle and make your nest among the 

stars, from there I will bring you down,” declares the Lord. 

 

He means that. He is sovereign. The question everybody’s 

asking is, “Where is he?” 

 

When you are self-confident, when you are living with selfish 

ambition and you’re living for only the here and now, you will 

end up when you’re finished with a pile of horse manure. 

That’s really the bottom line when you live life out of whack 

with the divine plan. 

 

v. 8 Like a dream he flies away, no more to be found, 

banished like a vision of the night.  

 

“Like a dream he flies away, no more to be found, banished 

like a vision of the night.” 

 

It’s going to come so quick and so fast—we’re going to be gone. 
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Here’s a cute little story: 

 

Two turtles ran into each other and only a snail witnessed the 

accident. They asked the snail what he saw and he said, “Not 

much, it happened so fast.” 

(source unknown) 

 

That’s the way it’s going to be. It is going to be quick. 

 

v. 9 The eye that saw him will not see him again; his 

place will look on him no more.  

 

“The eye that saw him will not see him again; his place will 

look on him no more.” 

 

Death is going to happen to all of us. How are you we to 

respond? What does that do to our priorities? What does that 

do to our value system, to have somebody talk to us like that?  

 

“The eye that saw him will not see him again; his place will 

look on him no more.” 

 

Doesn’t that offset what Job said?  

 

Job 19:27 

 

My heart yearns within me! 

 

Job 19:25 
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I know that my Redeemer lives… 

 

The analysis of Zophar and what’s going on in Job’s heart 

right now are so different. 

 

In verse 10 he waits until he gets down to verse 19 to talk 

about it again. He can’t find anything that he can accuse Job 

of so he’s going to accuse him in this situation of being a very 

selfish, egotistical, power-driven, hungry materialist.  

 

He’s doing a bunch of dumb things, and it’s so wrong. We 

know Job is one that God is proud of. Yet when you find 

people who are trying to build a case against somebody, they’ll 

strain at a gnat and swallow a camel just to prove their point 

and devastate someone.  

 

Everything that Zophar says here is way off base. We can tell 

he has a problem with material things in the back of his mind 

and he keeps coming back at it and hammering Job.  

 

v. 10 His children must make amends to the poor; his 

own hands must give back his wealth.  

 

“His children must make amends to the poor; his own hands 

must give back his wealth.” 

 

Now we assume that from a statement like that, everything 

that he’s acquired in his life has been obtained dishonestly. 

That’s the furthest thing from the truth. Zophar is vicious in 
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that. 

 

We’ll see some of the specific details in the latter part of the 

speech. 

 

v. 11 The youthful vigor that fills his bones will lie with 

him in the dust.  

 

“The youthful vigor that fills his bones will lie with him in the 

dust.” 

 

You can be self-confident and filled with selfish ambition until 

you have your first physical crisis and something starts 

happening to your body that you hadn’t predicted and you 

start having to be dependent. Physical affliction has a way of 

getting people’s attention. “Hey! I’m not an exception. I’m not 

immortal.” That’s all Zophar’s saying. 

 

His physical “vigor” is going to be lying “in the dust.” 

 

Somebody said: 

 

“You know you’re getting old when your work is less fun and 

your fun is more work.” 

(source unknown) 

 

Barbara Johnson said: 

 

(Pack Up Your Gloomies in a Great Big Box, then Sit on the 

Lid and Laugh! by Barbara Johnson)  
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Perhaps you know why women over fifty 

 don’t have babies? 

They would put them down somewhere 

and forget where they left them. 

p. 30  

 

Physical vigor can get to you. 

 

v. 12 Though evil is sweet in his mouth and he hides it 

under his tongue,  

 

“Though evil is sweet in his mouth and he hides it under his 

tongue,” 

 

Sin is always fun. Like an epicurean delight that you’re 

savoring.  

 

Proverbs 9:17 

 

Stolen water is sweet, 

bread eaten in secret is pleasant. 

 

Proverbs 20:7 

 

Bread gained by deceit is sweet… 

 

Sin is something you better enjoy now because it’s not going to 

last long. 
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Karl Menninger says this about sin—he’s really on track: 

 

(Whatever Became of Sin? by Karl Menninger)  

 

It is aggressive, it is pleasure-giving, it is attention-getting, it 

is problem-solving, it is self-injuring and destroying. The 

pleasure-giving in sin is more apt to be conscious than 

unconscious. 

 There is some “fun” in most sinning. Perhaps in a way we 

assume this to be the motive for it. The anticipated pleasure 

makes for the greater temptation of it. 

p. 183  

 

That’s what Zophar’s describing.  

 

v. 13 though he cannot bear to let it go and keeps it in 

his mouth,  

 

“though he cannot bear to let it go and keeps it in his mouth,” 

 

There’s a power—an enslavement—in pleasure. 

 

v. 14 yet his food will turn sour in his stomach; it will 

become the venom of serpents within him.  

 

“yet his food will turn sour in his stomach; it will become the 

venom of serpents within him.” 

 

Why? It’s sweet to the taste, but it stirs up sourness in the 

stomach so then we have tears, trouble and tragedy—the 
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result from that kind of compromise. 

 

That’s James 1—sin eventually brings forth death. (see James 

1:14-16)  

 

Sin has a way of getting your attention and ruining some 

notoriety that would be good because of your honesty. 

 

v. 15 He will spit out the riches he swallowed; God will 

make his stomach vomit them up.  

 

“He will spit out the riches he swallowed; God will make his 

stomach vomit them up.” 

 

Do you get the feeling that just maybe Zophar has a money 

problem? You do feel it because he’s hammering Job with this. 

That is in the Sermon on the Mount: 

 

Matthew 6:19-21 

 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth 

and rust corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal. 

But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 

moth nor rust corrupt, and thieves break through and steal; 

for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

 

v. 16 He will suck the poison of serpents; the fangs of an 

adder will kill him.  

 

“He will suck the poison of serpents; the fangs of an adder will 
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kill him.” 

 

When you’re stuck in the poison of lust and low desire, you 

suffer for it. 

 

R. Kent Hughes was talking about how guys can get hooked 

on material things they lose everything else: 

 

(Disciplines of Grace by R. Kent Hughes)  

 

Notwithstanding the proverbial cliché that “things cannot 

make you happy,” people (including many Christians) actually 

believe otherwise in their heart of hearts. Elvis had three jets, 

two Cadillacs, a Rolls, a Lincoln Continental, two station 

wagons, a Jeep, a custom touring bus, and three motorcycles. 

His favorite car was his 1960 Cadillac limousine. The top was 

covered with pearl-white Naugahyde, and the body was 

sprayed with forty coats of a specially prepared paint that 

included crushed diamonds. Nearly all the metal trim was 

plated with 18-karat gold. There were two gold-flake 

telephones. There was a gold vanity case containing a gold 

electric razor and gold hair clippers, an electric shoe buffer, a 

gold-plated television, a record player, an amplifier, an air 

conditioner, an electrical system for operating any kind of 

household appliance, and a refrigerator that was capable of 

making ice in precisely two minutes. But he died a lonely and 

unhappy man. 

 When Diet Coke was available only in the United States, 

Christina Onassis would monthly dispatch a jet to the U.S. at 

the cost of $30,000 round trip to pick up fresh cases of “the 
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real thing.” Friends who were too busy to spend all their time 

with her were paid $20,000 to $30,000 per month to be her 

pals. Yet, Christina Onassis died an unfulfilled and 

profoundly unhappy woman. 

 Everyone knows why the lives of these super-rich 

celebrities ended so miserably—because money can’t buy 

happiness. Yet as a society, we’re like the two men who 

watched a wealthy friend be buried as he wished—sitting 

behind the steering wheel of his luxury convertible. As a crane 

lowered the car into the grave with the corpse propped behind 

the wheel, one said to the other, “Now that’s really living!” 

pp. 175-76  

 

That’s the way we think!  

 

Look at verse 17—the frustration of self-confidence and selfish 

ambition. 

 

v. 17 He will not enjoy the streams, the rivers flowing 

with honey and cream.  

 

“He will not enjoy the streams, the rivers flowing with honey 

and cream.” 

 

The symbols of prosperity will never bring him joy. 

 

Why?  

 

It’s enough to put a guy in a mid-life crisis: 
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Ecclesiastes 2:18-26 

 

I hate all the things I have toiled for under the sun, because 

I’ve got to leave them to one who comes after me. And who 

knows whether he’ll be a wise man or a fool? Yet he will have 

control over all the work in which I poured all my effort and 

skill under the sun. This too is meaningless. So my heart 

began to despair over all my toilsome labor under the sun. For 

a man may do his work with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and 

then he’s got to leave it, all he owns, to someone who has not 

worked for it. This too is meaningless and a great misfortune. 

What does a man get for all the toil and anxious striving with 

which he labors under the sun? All his days, his work is pain 

and grief; even at night his mind does not rest. This too is 

meaningless…. 

 

Fenelon said: 

 

(The Seeking Heart by Fenelon)  

 

 If you allow yourself to have only simple and 

uncomplicated desires, you will be more pleasing to God than 

if you died the death of a hundred martyrs. 

p. 36  

 

v. 18 What he toiled for he must give back uneaten; he 

will not enjoy the profit from his trading.  

 

“What he toiled for he must give back uneaten; he will not 

enjoy the profit from his trading.” 
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He’s saying exactly what Jesus said: 

 

Luke 12:19, 20 

 

I will say to my soul, “Soul, thou has much goods laid up for 

many years; take thine ease, eat, drink and be merry.” But 

God said unto him, “Thou fool! This night thy soul shall be 

required of thee; then who shall those things be which you 

have provided?” 

 

There’s always a bottom line. There’s a time of accountability.  

 

John Henry Jowett said it well: 

 

(On Being a Servant of God by Warren W. Wiersbe)  

 

“The real measure of our wealth is how much we’d be worth if 

we lost all our money.” 

p. 141  

 

This is where we see the value of things from a divine 

perspective. 

 

Verse 19 is an ACCUSATION that is FALSE, but it explains 

verse 10.  

 

Let’s read verse 10 and then we’ll pick up with verse 19 and 

you’ll see how it flows together. 
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Job 20:10 

 

His children must make amends to the poor; his own hands 

must give back his wealth. 

 

v. 19 For he has oppressed the poor and left them 

destitute; he has seized houses he did not build.  

 

“For he has oppressed the poor and left them destitute; he has 

seized houses he did not build.” 

 

Now that’s not true! He’s just telling a bold-faced lie in 

accusing Job of something he never did in order to prove his 

point that Job deserves his suffering. 

 

The rest of his sermon and speech is just an eloquent display 

of this lie. 

 

v. 20 Surely he will have no respite from his craving; he 

cannot save himself by his treasure.  

 

“Surely he will have no respite from his craving; he cannot 

save himself by his treasure.” 

 

In other words, he is going to learn that material things will 

ultimately never satisfy. 

 

It’s amazing, when you couple age with some of these things, 

to realize a little late in life that the Bible is really true when 

it speaks about these things. Why is it that we have to prove 
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that for ourselves? Every one of us has that same common 

denominator. 

 

Helen Gurley Brown wrote a book called The Late Show and 

it’s the crisis of her becoming sixty. She says some pretty good 

stuff in that book, because she’s old enough now to realize that 

she’s tried everything else and it hasn’t worked. Listen to this! 

This is incredible! 

 

(The Late Show: A Semi-wild but Practical Survival Plan for 

Women over 50 by Helen Gurley Brown)  

 

I think of us—me anyway—as the rodent in Franz Kafka’s 

The Castle. He’s got this big pile of stuff he is very pleased 

with—dead spiders, flies, beetles—he just keeps moving from 

room to room as he senses the arrival of the Creature that will 

destroy his castle and crush him! We, too, are fragile, so we 

shop, fix ourselves up, add to ourselves and, when we get 

through with our bodies, we fix up our houses and offices, 

make them better and better in order to be admired and to 

feel less naked. You don’t need all that stuff to have a super 

life but you need it for admiration.  

p. 135  

 

It’s bearing the real motivation behind all of it. 

 

This is Bertrand Russell talking on the bondage of material 

things. Listen to this: 

 

(Whatever Became of Sin? by Karl Menninger)  
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 “It is preoccupation with possession,” said Bertrand 

Russell “more than anything else that prevents men from 

living freely and nobly.” 

p. 149  

 

“[We] buy things from one another that we do not want, at 

prices we cannot pay, on terms we cannot meet, because of 

advertising we do not believe.” 

pp. 151-52  

 

v. 21 Nothing is left for him to devour; his prosperity 

will not endure.  

 

“Nothing is left for him to devour; his prosperity will not 

endure.” 

 

v. 22 In the midst of his plenty, distress will overtake 

him; the full force of misery will come upon him.  

 

“In the midst of his plenty, distress will overtake him; the full 

force of misery will come upon him.” 

 

The Spirit of God has really used this as a timely reminder. 

We’re working in the corporate structure or we’re on the 

squirrel-cage of existence trying to better our lifestyle. We’re 

running a mad race.  

 

Listen to this story from Dave and Kathy Babbitt’s book 

Downscaling: 

C
opyright ©

 2023 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



29 

 

 

(Downscaling: Simplify and Enrich Your Lifestyle by Dave 

and Kathy Babbitt)  

 

…I retired from a company [in] Ohio after 47 years [of] 

service. Through [my] hard work and long hours I moved up 

the ladder to president. I sent four children through college 

and gave my wife everything. 

 My children are grown and gone, my loving wife has [now] 

passed away. Tonight as I sit alone bringing in the new year, I 

realize I paid a big price for big money. My job became my life, 

[my] interest and [my] hobby. I missed playing games with my 

kids, camping and fishing. I missed spending time with my 

loved ones. I missed developing hobbies and outside interest[s] 

for myself. 

 Please young people, don’t make the same mistake. Yes, 

take your work serious, work hard. But do not take away a 

moment from your family that belongs to your family or 

yourself. Sure my family had everything, everything except 

time together which cannot be replaced with money. I hardly 

know my children, after all it was mom’s job to raise the kids, 

right? Dead wrong! 

 Worst of all, with my job being of such overall interest to 

me, I hardly know myself without it. Please people don’t make 

the same mistake this old fool has. No matter what anyone 

says…no job is worth the price I have paid…no job! By the 

way…the company [I worked for] is doing fine without me. So 

did my family. 

pp. 209-10  
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Zophar is giving a powerful message that’s on track. The rest 

of it basically is a low-blow to Job. 

 

v. 23 When he has filled his belly, God will vent his 

burning anger against him and rain down his blows 

upon him.  

 

“When he has filled his belly, God will vent his burning anger 

against him and rain down his blows upon him.” 

 

That’s what happened. In all of his losses, in the death of his 

kids, in all of his physical afflictions, that’s a description of 

Job.  

 

v. 24 Though he flees from an iron weapon, a bronze-

tipped arrow pierces him.  

 

“Though he flees from an iron weapon, a bronze-tipped arrow 

pierces him.” 

 

v. 25 He pulls it out of his back, the gleaming point out 

of his liver. Terrors will come over him;  

 

“He pulls it out of his back, the gleaming point out of his liver. 

Terrors will come over him;” 

 

v. 26 total darkness lies in wait for his treasures. A fire 

unfanned will consume him and devour what is left 

in his tent.  
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“total darkness lies in wait for his treasures. A fire unfanned 

will consume him and devour whatever is left in the tent.” 

 

The two words “darkness” and “fire” describe graphically by 

Jesus the destiny of those who refuse to receive Christ—outer 

darkness and a lake of fire.  

 

v. 27 The heavens will expose his guilt; the earth will 

rise up against him.  

 

“The heavens will expose his guilt; the earth will rise up 

against him.” 

 

He doesn’t believe that. He knows his Redeemer lives and he’s 

going to be vindicated. 

 

v. 28 A flood will carry off his house, rushing waters on 

the day of God’s wrath.  

 

“A flood will carry off his house, rushing waters on the day of 

God’s wrath.” 

 

What’s that remind us of? Remember how the Sermon on the 

Mount ended? 

 

A wise man builds his house upon the rock and the foolish 

man builds his house on the sand. And when it begins to rain 

and the floods come, that man is swept away. 

 

Now verse 29 ends his speech and Zophar feels very 
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comfortable because his theology’s still intact. 

 

v. 29 Such is the fate God allots the wicked, the 

heritage appointed for them by God.”  

 

“Such is the fate God allots the wicked, the heritage appointed 

for them by God.”’ 

 

Two words in that verse: 

 

1. “allots” and 

 

2. “appointed.” 

 

God is sovereign and He’s in control of the events of our lives. 

God is going to do it His way and we need to reckon with that. 

Since He is, He’s made it clear how we escape the destiny of 

the wicked by receiving Christ. 

 

We have twelve lessons that come from our text. 

 

Lesson #1: The tongue ought to be used with restraint when 

you have troubled thoughts and you are greatly disturbed. 

 

Lesson #2: When you speak from wounded pride, you usually 

provide more heat than light. 

 

Lesson #3: Zophar’s message is a great statement of the future 

plight of the wicked. 
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Lesson #4: It is the right message for the wrong man. 

 

Lesson #5: The painful cry of those who remain when the 

wicked dies is, “Where is He?” 

 

Lesson #6: Aging forces us to give up youthful vigor and face 

the reality of the destiny of the dead. 

 

Lesson #7: Sin is always sweet but the consequences are 

bitter. 

 

Lesson #8: Sin has a fatal attraction that makes it hard to let 

it go. 

 

Lesson #9: When it comes to wealth, we are going to leave it 

all behind. 

 

Lesson #10: Job is falsely accused of oppressing the poor. 

 

Lesson #11: The certainty of God’s future judgment is very 

real. 

 

Lesson #12: God does allot a sure fate for the wicked. 

 

The destiny of the wicked is as secure as the eternal salvation 

of the believer.  

 

Let’s meditate on this statement that comes from Fénelon as 

we conclude this study: 
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(The Seeking Heart by Fénelon)  

 

 Often what you offer God is not what He wants. He 

usually wants that which you dread giving Him. It is Isaac, 

the well-beloved, that He wants you to give up. What He is 

after is, what comes between you and Him. He will not rest, 

and neither will you, I might add, until you have given Him 

everything. If you want to prosper and enjoy God’s blessing, 

don’t hold anything back from Him. What comfort, freedom, 

and strength there is when nothing stands between you and 

God. 

p. 78  

 

Father, as we have looked into this passage, it’s certainly not 

been preaching, it’s been more sharing. Father we are very 

much aware of the use of time and the value of family and 

friends. We pray that we would have a fresh sensitivity, 

realizing that there are a lot of things that can distract us and 

things that we can live for that really aren’t the most 

important from Your perspective. You’ve given us life and so 

teach us to number our days and to apply our hearts to 

wisdom. Father, if there’s anyone who has never received 

Christ, we pray this would be the time of their new birth. In 

Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of JOB 

 

Persevere and Press On 

 

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering” 

 

Study Number Thirteen – Job 20:1-29 

            NOTES 
Zophar 

v. 1 Then Zophar the Naamathite replied:  

v. 2 “My troubled thoughts prompt me to answer because I am 

greatly disturbed.  

v. 3 I hear a rebuke that dishonors me, and my understanding 

inspires me to reply.  

v. 4 Surely you know how it has been from of old, ever since man 

was placed on the earth,  

v. 5 that the mirth of the wicked is brief, the joy of the godless 

lasts but a moment.  

v. 6 Though his pride reaches to the heavens and his head touches 

the clouds,  

v. 7 he will perish forever, like his own dung; those who have seen 

him will say, ‘Where is he?’  

v. 8 Like a dream he flies away, no more to be found, banished like 

a vision of the night.  

v. 9 The eye that saw him will not see him again; his place will 

look on him no more.  

v. 10 His children must make amends to the poor; his own hands 

must give back his wealth.  

v. 11 The youthful vigor that fills his bones will lie with him in the 

dust.  

v. 12 Though evil is sweet in his mouth and he hides it under his 

tongue,  

v. 13 though he cannot bear to let it go and keeps it in his mouth,  

v. 14 yet his food will turn sour in his stomach; it will become the 

venom of serpents within him.  

v. 15 He will spit out the riches he swallowed; God will make his 

stomach vomit them up.  

 

 
  

C
opyright ©

 2023 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



36 

 

            NOTES 
v. 16 He will suck the poison of serpents; the fangs of an adder will 

kill him.  

v. 17 He will not enjoy the streams, the rivers flowing with honey 

and cream.  

v. 18 What he toiled for he must give back uneaten; he will not 

enjoy the profit from his trading.  

v. 19 For he has oppressed the poor and left them destitute; he has 

seized houses he did not build. 

v. 20 Surely he will have no respite from his craving; he cannot 

save himself by his treasure.  

v. 21 Nothing is left for him to devour; his prosperity will not 

endure.  

v. 22 In the midst of his plenty, distress will overtake him; the full 

force of misery will come upon him.  

v. 23 When he has filled his belly, God will vent his burning anger 

against him and rain down his blows upon him.  

v. 24 Though he flees from an iron weapon, a bronze-tipped arrow 

pierces him.  

v. 25 He pulls it out of his back, the gleaming point out of his liver. 

Terrors will come over him;  

v. 26 total darkness lies in wait for his treasures. A fire unfanned 

will consume him and devour what is left in his tent.  

v. 27 The heavens will expose his guilt; the earth will rise up 

against him. 

v. 28 A flood will carry off his house, rushing waters on the day of 

God’s wrath. 

v. 29 Such is the fate God allots the wicked, the heritage appointed 

for them by God.” 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Job 20:1-29 and in your own words pull out the main 

thought of this passage. 
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2. How does Zophar describe himself, according to verse 2? 

 

 

 

 

3. How does Zophar describe the wicked, according to verse 5? 

 

 

 

 

4. What further description does Zophar give of the wicked  

in verses 6-9? 

 

 

 

 

5. What will happen to the riches of the wicked, according  

to verse 15? 

 

 

 

 

6. What is the curse of wealth, according to verse 20? 
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7. What does the future hold for the wealthy wicked, according 

to verses 21 & 22? 

 

 

 

 

8. What will heaven and earth do to the wicked man, 

according to verse 27? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: The tongue ought to be used with restraint when 

you have troubled thoughts and you are greatly disturbed. 

 

LESSON #2: When you speak from wounded pride, you 

usually provide more heat than light. 

 

LESSON #3: Zophar’s message is a great statement of the 

future plight of the wicked. 

 

LESSON #4: It is the right message for the wrong man. 

 

LESSON #5: The painful cry of those who remain when the 

wicked dies is, “Where is He?” 

 

LESSON #6: Aging forces us to give up youthful vigor and face 

the reality of the destiny of the dead. 

 

LESSON #7: Sin is always sweet but the consequences are 

bitter. 

 

LESSON #8: Sin has a fatal attraction that makes it hard to 

let it go. 
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LESSON #9: When it comes to wealth, we are going to leave it 

all behind. 

 

LESSON #10: Job is falsely accused of oppressing the poor. 

 

LESSON #11: The certainty of God’s future judgment is very 

real. 

 

LESSON #12: God does allot a sure fate for the wicked. 
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