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A Practical Study of JOB 

 

Persevere and Press On 

 

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering” 

 

Study Number Fourteen – Job 21:1-34  

 

 

(When God Doesn’t Make Sense by James Dobson)  

 

 So tell me, when did we get the notion that the Christian 

life is a piece of cake? Where is the evidence for the “name it, 

claim it” theology that promises God will skip along in front of 

us with His great Cosmic Broom, sweeping aside [every] trial 

and every troubling uncertainty? 

p. 40  

 

Henri Nouwen says this about suffering: 

 

(Life of the Beloved by Henri J. M. Nouwen)  

 

 The deep truth is that our human suffering need not be 

an obstacle to the joy and peace we so desire, but can become, 

instead, the means to it. The great secret of the spiritual life, 

the life of the Beloved Sons and Daughters of God, is that 

everything we live, be it gladness or sadness, joy or pain, 

health or illness, can all be part of the journey toward the full 

realization of our humanity.  

p. 77  
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This comes from Barbara Johnson: 

 

(Fresh Elastic for Stretched Out Moms by Barbara Johnson)  

 

I wish that there were some wonderful place 

Called the Land of Beginning Again, 

Where all our mistakes and all our heartaches 

And all of our selfish grief 

Could be dropped like a shabby, old coat at the door, 

And never be put on again. 

       LOUISA FLETCHER 

p. 22  

 

The answer to that, if you’re not a Christian, is to come to 

know Christ. Because to come and reason with Him: 

 

Isaiah 1:18 

 

Though your sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as snow. 

Though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he’s a new creation. Old 

things are passed away, behold all things are become new. 

 

We start brand new in a wonderful relationship. That’s the 

exciting thing about the Gospel of Christ. If we come as a 

believer and we know Him and yet we’ve really messed up our 
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life, there’s still a wonderful future. And all that’s standing 

between us and that wonderful future is coming to our senses 

with the Prodigal Son and going home. And recognizing the 

Father’s going to run to get His arms around us and restore us 

to the relationship that we once had. 

 

There’s beauty in the grace of God and we need to see that. 

Job has been through it. He has lost all ten of his kids in the 

tornado. He lost all of his financial resources. He has had 

crisis after crisis.  

 

Robert Foster in his book Challenge to Men capsulizes Job in 

just a few sentences: 

 

(A Challenge to Men from Job by Robert D. Foster) 

 

 The financial crisis in the collapse of his agricultural 

empire; the personal dilemma in the death of all his lovely 

children; the physical calamity of puss-filled boils that covered 

his body; the social affliction of his three so-called 

“comforters.” 

 Job learned the hard way that there is no butterfly 

without the struggle in the cocoon; [there’s] no summer 

without the storms of winter; no feast without a sacrifice. If 

Job had missed out on even one of his “tough breaks” he would 

have been the loser. Character was matured by 

trial…strengthened by discipline…and enriched by 

disappointments. 

 “He is happy whose circumstances suit his temper; but he 

is more excellent who can suit his temper to any 
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circumstances.”  - Hume 

p. 15  

 

The beauty of studying the life of Job. Eliphaz, Bildad and 

Zophar have each had two shots at him and there’s actually 

been six speeches that have been made to try to help him in 

this. These guys haven’t helped at all. 

 

Job is just as angry and just as frustrated as he was back in 

the beginning. Certainly what they’ve said has brought him no 

comfort or relief.  

 

So there is a tension in the air as the scene of this study 

opens. But what we’re trying to do, when Job speaks, is to find 

the little clue that tells us that Job’s still on track and he’s 

continuing to go on. 

 

The last time we heard from Job he lit the night skies with, “I 

know that my Redeemer lives, and He will stand upon the 

earth on the last day. And even though my flesh is destroyed 

by worms, yet I will see God in my flesh.” 

 

Job is going to light the night skies with a little phrase that’s 

going to come out of this as he responds to Zophar. 

 

Zophar was so severe and he said one thing. He said, “Job, 

wicked people only live a little while and they better enjoy 

what they have because they aren’t going to be here very 

long.”  
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The bottom line was, you’re out of here wicked folks, even 

while you’re young, if you continue to live that kind of life.  

 

Now Job’s going to answer that. He’s going to prove that their 

theology is not correct in this regard, by showing Zophar and 

the other two guys that he sees some exceptions to their 

theology. Pick up at verse 1.  

 

Job 

 

v. 1 Then Job replied:  

 

“Then Job replied:” 

 

v. 2 “Listen carefully to my words; let this be the 

consolation you give me.  

 

‘“Listen carefully to my words; let this be the consolation you 

give me.” 

 

Now what he says right at the beginning is, “Guys, would you 

just listen to me?” You know how sometimes you feel better 

when at least you’ve been heard and you’ve had a chance to 

say what you wanted to say?  

 

“Listen carefully to my words; let this be the consolation that 

you give me.”—Read my lips. 

 

“Listen carefully,” hear what I have to say. 
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There’s a principle here for all of us. Someone might have 

asked, “Did you go see so-and-so?” And they say, “Oh I didn’t 

go because I didn’t know what to say.” 

 

If we’ll go and just shut up we’ll probably have the greatest 

ministry. People who are totally devastated by life and hurt 

and upset only need to talk. They need to share what they’ve 

gone through. We don’t need to say anything.  

 

Job will feel a whole lot better if these three guys would just 

shake their heads “yes” and encourage him to go ahead and 

tell them how it feels to have had ten funerals and to be in the 

position that he’s in with everything gone. They haven’t really 

heard him yet—and that’s his frustration. 

 

Back before the days of electronic warnings at the railroad 

tracks, we used to have those cross wooden signs that said 

what? Stop, look, and listen. That’s the warning.  

 

Every time we’re getting ready to go into the presence of 

somebody who’s really hurting, just remember those three 

things—Stop, look and listen. Don’t do something premature.  

 

Don’t try to attack the person or his theological position or 

statements that he says that are going to be irrational. He’s 

not going to be rational. Look them right in the eye and show 

them you love them. Then listen to the facts. Listen to what 

they have to say. 

 

Listen to this story by Erma Bombeck: 
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(A Marriage Made in Heaven . . . Or Too Tired for an Affair by 

Erma Bombeck)  

 

 One Sunday, we were visiting Ed (our best man) and his 

wife [and we were having] a backyard barbecue. Ed 

announced he was going to have open heart surgery the next 

week. He was pretty cavalier about it, so we were too. We’d 

get together when he was up and about. 

 Ed never came home. 

 Hours after his surgery he died at the age of thirty-three. 

p. 71 

 

Then she describes the crisis they went through because 

people their age weren’t supposed to die. She says: 

 

(A Marriage Made in Heaven . . . Or Too Tired for an Affair by 

Erma Bombeck)  

 

 Bill went off by himself. I stood at the door and didn’t 

know what to say. We must have realized at that moment that 

neither of us had ever handled pain of such magnitude. We 

didn’t know what to do. Our parents had always done the 

mourning for us. We had always looked to them for assurance 

that things were going to be all right. If something hurt, they 

just made it better with anything from a kiss on the knee to 

the promise of ice cream. They had made death seem so 

simple with their pat phrases of, “She lived a good, long life,” 

or “He was just plain worn out.” What did we tell ourselves 

about Ed? He hadn’t lived a long life and he wasn’t worn out. 
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He was thirty-three years old! 

 Our contemporaries weren’t supposed to die. Our 

grandparents? Of course. Our parents? Possibly. But not our 

generation. We were faced not only with the loss of one of our 

own, but with our own mortality. 

 My God! We were not going to live forever. Youth didn’t 

carry a guarantee. Wouldn’t you have thought someone would 

have warned us? What had we done with our lives so far to 

justify our years? Were we really living it or were we just 

existing from day to day? What was really important? Ring 

around the collar? Or spending time with your husband? 

Would anyone notice I had eradicated yellow wax build-up in 

my kitchen, or would my children remember me as a mother 

who never had time to listen to their stories at the end of the 

day? 

 When I heard the news, my reaction was instinctive. I 

gathered my friends around me. Not Bill, but my friends. With 

them, feelings came out easily. They were shocked and 

compassionate and said all the right things, but somehow I 

was not comforted. I needed intimacy and warmth. 

 The house was quiet. As I passed the doorway to our 

bedroom I could see the silhouette of my husband sitting on 

the bed, his shoulders slumped and his head bowed. He looked 

so alone and I wanted to carry some of the hurt, but I didn’t 

know how. 

 Here was a man with whom I had shared three children, 

a home, and a life for twelve years and yet we didn’t know one 

another well enough to cry together. 

 Our marriage had never taken either of us to this level 

before. It had always been like a business with each of us 
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carrying out our individual roles. He was the provider and I 

was the nurturer who could handle anything. Not to handle 

“it,” whatever it was, was perceived as a weakness. 

 I was going to reach out and touch his shoulder, but 

instead started to walk away. Then his voice broke the silence. 

“We used to play in the dirt together in the alley behind the 

garage,” he said quietly. 

 I made a place for myself beside him on the edge of the 

bed. “He arranged our first date with one another,” I added. 

 Slowly, awkwardly, with tears streaming down our faces, 

we reluctantly reached out to one another. Neither of us knew 

how much strength we had to give, but we were willing to 

share it. We gave one another something that most 

friendships are not able to give—vulnerability. Throughout 

our years together, we had built up a history and a closeness 

so subtle even we didn’t know it was there. On that evening, 

we admitted we couldn’t handle life alone. We needed one 

another. 

 On that evening, for the second time Ed had brought us 

together. Had Bill not been there for me or I for him, this 

probably would have been a shorter book. 

pp. 71-74 

 

Well said.  

 

It was at a time of real need that they were driven together. 

Job is reaching for that. He wants it more than anything from 

these three guys, but their theology and the correctness of 

that is so important they are willing to sacrifice their 

friendship and their relationship with Job for the sake of 
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being right theologically no matter what happens to Job in the 

process. 

 

v. 3 Bear with me while I speak, and after I have 

spoken, mock on.  

 

“Bear with me while I speak, and after I have spoken, mock 

on.” 

 

“If you guys will just listen to me once, hear what I’ve got to 

say, then when I get through you guys can just mock on.”  

 

They’re going to take the challenge for that. They’re going to 

mock him some more. 

 

There are 16 questions that Job’s going to ask. The questions 

are the key to tracking the guy’s thought process. By the way 

you ask the question, what he says in the question, helps us 

understand where he’s coming from. 

 

We have them right there, beginning at verse 4. 

 

v. 4 Is my complaint directed to man? Why should I not 

be impatient?  

 

“Is my complaint directed to man? Why should I not be 

impatient?” 

 

What’s the answer to question #1?  
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Question #1: “Is my complaint directed to man?” 

 

No!  

 

He’s aggravated with God because he doesn’t understand why 

God would allow this to go on. It’s not a problem of horizontal 

relationships with these three guys. It’s a problem of vertical 

relationship with God that Job’s got a problem with. 

 

Question #2: “Why should I not be impatient?” 

 

Ask yourself the question, here it’s been three months or 

approximately—and you’re sitting in an ash heap and you’re 

trying to get over the death of your ten kids and everything 

else, wouldn’t you get a tad bit impatient? Most people will tell 

you that when they’re hurting, it’s just like the clock has 

stopped and the world keeps going on and you’re going 

through it. It just seems like time is heavy on your hands and 

you’d like to get through it yesterday.  

 

That’s exactly what David Watson, who was diagnosed with 

cancer, said that was the hardest part for him. It was 

realizing the long ordeal. He said “Psalm 13 came alive to me.” 

Listen to this: 

 

(Fear No Evil by David Watson)  

 

 How long, O Lord? Wilt thou forget me for ever? 

  How long wilt thou hide thy face from me? 

 How long must I bear pain in my soul, 
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  and have sorrow in my heart all the day? 

 How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 

          Psalm 13 

p. 49  

 

David Watson said, “That passage came alive to me in the 

midst of that.” 

 

v. 5 Look at me and be astonished; clap your hand over 

your mouth.  

 

“Look at me and be astonished; clap your hand over your 

mouth.” 

 

Job has had it about up to here with those other six speeches 

because he could see those guys looking away from him. He 

could see them shaking their head and saying, “I can’t believe 

this guy believes this stuff.” And never really making eye 

contact.  

 

So he says, “Don’t only stop talking and listening to me, but 

look at me—eyeball to eyeball—and see how I hurt and see 

what I’m trying to say to you.” 

 

Job says, “It’s time for some locked-in eyeballs guys. Let’s look 

at each other and you hear me out once and for all in this. 

Just hear what I have to say and then put your hand over 

your mouth.” In other words, don’t say anything. Just shut up 

for a little while. 
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Job’s saying, “I really hurt so bad and you guys don’t really 

realize how bad I hurt, so let me say it.” 

 

Robert Hicks put a poem in his book that was written by a 

man whose wife had left him. Each of us comes with this kind 

of a description. Listen to this: 

 

(Failure to Scream by Robert Hicks)  

 

My limbs have not been torn from my body 

So no one sees the pain I carry 

My injury is deep, yet out of sight 

Carefully guarded by a countenance so light 

My affections have faded, lost all delight 

Tenderness and touch has turned to fright 

The love of my life has gone away 

Saying she understands but just can’t stay 

So I carry on with a hole in my soul 

God seems dead, survival is my goal 

Though limbs are not severed from my body 

The hole in my soul is more than I can [carry]. 

       A Man in Pain 

p. 57  

 

We go blundering through life and we’re just kind of on the 

surface like everything’s great. But when we really get down 

to it, most of us have one thing in common, and it’s that we’ve 

got holes in our souls. We’ve got places where we really, really 

hurt.  
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There comes a time when you confront the issues of life and 

life overwhelms you. You have to tell the truth and be 

vulnerable and say I’ve got a hole and I need you! And yet 

that’s the hardest thing in the world for us to admit that we 

need each other. 

 

Job is just saying that to these guys, “I just wish you’d get on 

my team and that you’d hear what I’ve got to say, because I’ve 

got a hole in my soul.” 

 

v. 6 When I think about this, I am terrified; trembling 

seizes my body.  

 

“When I think about this, I am terrified; trembling seizes my 

body.” 

 

Isn’t that a hard thing to say? No macho man would ever say 

that would he? “Man I’m always scared and when I talk about 

it I’m shaking all over.” That doesn’t sound like a guy that has 

it altogether does it? But you see the vulnerability? You see 

the transparency, the hurt and the pain? 

 

Fénelon says that in his book The Seeking Heart: 

 

(The Seeking Heart by Fénelon)  

 

 Open yourself to God without measure. Let His life flow 

through you like a torrent. Fear nothing on the road you are 

walking. God will lead you by the hand. Let your love for Him 

cast out the fear [that] you feel for yourself. 
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p. 125  

 

Now Job’s said enough  to these guys about what he wants. 

Now he’s going to deal with Zophar’s thesis that when you’re 

wicked you’re just going to live a little while and then you’re 

going to die. So you better enjoy what you have right now, 

because you aren’t going to have it very long. 

 

Job’s going to poke some holes in that theological speculation 

by showing that the folks he knows who are wicked live a 

pretty long time. That’s the track he’s going on here for just a 

second. 

 

v. 7 Why do the wicked live on, growing old and 

increasing in power?  

 

Question #3: “Why do the wicked live on, growing old and 

increasing in power?” 

 

If this is true. 

 

v. 8 They see their children established around them, 

their offspring before their eyes.  

 

“They see their children established around them, their 

offspring before their eyes.” 

 

Now when you see that verse, what does that do to you if you 

lost ten kids? There’s the hole in his soul.  
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These wicked people, they have “their children established 

around them, their offspring before their eyes.” He’s saying in 

his heart, “I’ve got a hole in my soul. I’m never going to see 

that. I’m never going to experience it, but I see wicked people 

enjoying all of those things.” 

 

You see how you could miss a lot of hurt and a lot of pain 

when you read something fast and just look at it for a second? 

Go back and think about where the guy’s coming from. 

 

v. 9 Their homes are safe and free from fear; the rod of 

God is not upon them.  

 

“Their homes are safe and free from fear; the rod of God is not 

upon them.” 

 

What did we just read?  

 

“the rod of God is not on them.” 

 

In every speech that Job makes, there is a little Roman candle 

that lights the night skies. One of the greatest ways we can 

relate to the sovereign hand of God on our life when we’re 

going through things we don’t understand, is to realize that 

the “rod of God” is in the hand of a loving God to discipline us 

for ultimate good and for our own growth and spiritual 

development. 

 

God is a disciplinarian. You say, “Well I don’t know if I like 

that too much.”  
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It’s not a question of liking it or not—it’s the truth.  

 

Hebrews 12:6 

 

Those whom the Lord loves He disciplines. 

 

He does it with a rod. 

 

Hebrews 12:11 

 

All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but 

sorrowful. Yet to those who’ve been trained by it, afterwards it 

yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness. 

 

God is a disciplinarian. He loves us so much, and in order to 

produce the things that He wants to accomplish in our lives 

there are times when we are going to have to face the rod as 

His children. 

 

When we face the rod, what is the only comfort we have? 

Things are going to get better and He knows what He’s doing. 

That little thought is going to take Job a long way down the 

road. In the next study he’s going to light the skies with 

another beautiful volley. 

 

Here the phrase is, “the rod of God.” When we know that our 

loving Father is doing something in our life for our own 

ultimate benefit and for His glory and for our growth, we can 

hang on a little bit longer. For Job to even mention that lets 

C
opyright ©

 2023 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



18 

 

us know again that he’s still on track and he’s going to come 

through this and he’s going to win. There’s going to be a 

victory in the end for old Job. 

 

When we find those little phrases like that in the text and it 

makes all of it come alive. It makes us see another clue as to 

why Job comes through this smelling like roses at the end of 

it. 

 

v. 10 Their bulls never fail to breed; their cows calve 

and do not miscarry.  

 

“Their bulls never fail to breed; their cows calve and do not 

miscarry.” 

 

Their ranching operations—they just do real good. They 

flourish. 

 

v. 11 They send forth their children as a flock; their 

little ones dance about.  

 

“They send forth their children as a flock; their little ones 

dance about.” 

 

v. 12 They sing to the music of tambourine and harp; 

they make merry to the sound of the flute.  

 

“They sing to the music of tambourine and the harp; and they 

make merry to the sound of the flute.” 
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v. 13 They spend their years in prosperity and go down 

to the grave in peace.  

 

“They spend their years in prosperity and they go down to the 

grave in peace.” 

 

Boy, they have it all! They really enjoy life here, living it up 

and they just don’t have any hassles or any problems at all. 

They just go “to the grave in peace.” 

 

Now when we get to verse 14—can you believe this is in the 

Bible?  

 

v. 14 Yet they say to God, ‘Leave us alone! We have no 

desire to know your ways.  

 

“Yet they say to God, “Leave us alone! We have no desire to 

know your ways.” 

 

“First of all, we have places to go and people to see. We’re 

going to make all we can, we’re going to get all we can, can all 

we get, and poison all the rest. We’re really going to have a 

good time in life and we’re not going to miss a lick in it. So 

God, You leave us alone, we have no desire to know your 

ways.” 

 

One writer said there’s really no real humanist or atheist in 

the world, because all of them have in their heart a place of 

worship that’s filled with something. In other words, 

everybody worships something. They have an object that’s in 
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their hearts—whether it’s their bank account or relationship 

or something—they worship that and that turns them on and 

that’s where they spend their time. 

 

Jay Carty describes in his book what it’s like to be an atheist: 

 

(Playing with Fire: Do Nice People Really Go to Hell? by Jay 

Carty)  

 

 Atheists have more faith than I do. They have to. It takes 

more. My good friend and spiritual papa Ken Poure has a 

great formula that represents an atheist’s faith. Nothing plus 

nobody equals everything. It takes more faith than I’ve got to 

believe that. 

 Think of a piano. Where did it come from? 

 Did it always exist? Give me a big break. 

 Is it the result of random, catastrophic atmospheric 

conditions? Perhaps. Let me paint a possible scenario. 

 In the midst of a terrific storm a tree is knocked 

down. As it falls it hits some rocks and pieces of the log are 

knocked off and caught up in a tornado-like funnel. The wood 

bumps and grinds as it flies through the air, being shaped by 

the debris carried with it. 

 While that is happening, volcanic action forces molten 

metal through various-sized fissures in the ground and the 

strands are chopped off by another falling tree (squuuirt-

chommmp). These wires are caught up in the air with the 

wood. 

 About that time some little spinners come from 

somewhere (I don’t have that figured out yet) and implant 
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themselves into the wood (buzzzzzzet). That’s when some 

wood stain comes flying by (splaaaaaaat) which is followed by 

some steel wool (ruuuuuuuuub). It is then that an elephant 

walks by and loses his tusks in the force of the wind 

(yaaaaaaaank) and the ivories get tickled as the keys are 

fashioned, formed, and laid down. 

 As the cataclysm continues, lightning flashes and thunder 

roars. After a while we have deposited on the ground…taaaaa 

dummmmm…a piano! 

 What do you think? 

 What’s interesting is that I can’t prove it didn’t happen 

that way. But let me give you an option that’s infinitely more 

probable. 

 I have never seen him, touched him, or smelled him. I 

wouldn’t recognize him if I saw him on the street. But my 

guess is that there is a piano maker. Why? Because there is a 

piano and it’s a whole lot easier to believe that somebody 

made it than to believe it happened by chance. 

 Do you really believe some lighting hit some ooze and 

made yooz? No way! There [got to] be a people maker. His 

name is God. 

pp. 240-41  

 

That’s the way a lot of people live. “Leave us alone! We want 

to do it our way and we don’t want you messing with our 

lives!” 

 

Now look at verse 15.  
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v. 15 Who is the Almighty, that we should serve him? 

What would we gain by praying to him?’  

 

“Who is the Almighty, that we should serve him? What would 

we gain by praying to him?”’ 

 

Now who’s He that we should give Him any time and “serve 

him”? And “what would we gain by praying to him?” 

 

Their philosophy of prayer is the philosophy of prayer of a lot 

of Christians. And that is, prayer is for gain. We come to God 

in a panic to get something from Him. God designed prayer for 

the deepening of a relationship. The fallout of it, as far as God 

answering our prayers and meeting our needs, is just part of 

it. To many of us it’s always coming with something we need 

and something we couldn’t handle by ourselves so we get Him 

to do it. 

 

Psalm 50:15 

 

Call upon me in the day of trouble and I will deliver you and 

you shall glorify me. 

 

That’s right! But prayer is a whole lot more than that. To a 

guy who’s not walking with God he looks at prayer as trying to 

gain something from this great supreme being. 

 

 (He Still Moves Stones by Max Lucado)  

 

 You came home cranky because a deadline got moved up. 
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She came home grumpy because the day care forgot to give 

your five-year-old her throat medicine. Each of you was 

wanting a little sympathy from the other, but neither got any. 

So there you sit at the dinner table—cranky and grumpy—

with little Emily. Emily folds her hands to pray (as she has 

been taught), and the two of you bow your heads (but not your 

hearts) and listen. From where this prayer comes, God only 

knows. 

 “God, it’s Emily. How are you? I’m fine, thank you. Mom 

and Dad are mad. I don’t know why. We’ve got birds and toys 

and mash potatoes and each other. Maybe you can get them to 

stop being mad? Please do, or it’s just gonna be you and me 

having any fun tonight. Amen.” [Little Emily] 

pp. 116-17  

 

The beauty of prayer. 

 

One of the most graphic descriptions of prayer is in that same 

book when Lucado tells this story: 

 

(He Still Moves Stones by Max Lucado)  

 

 That’s exactly what Jim Redmond did. 

 His son Derek, a twenty-six-year-old Briton, was favored 

to win the four-hundred-meter race in the 1992 Barcelona 

Olympics. Halfway into his semifinal heat, a fiery pain seared 

through his right leg. He crumpled to the track with a torn 

hamstring. 

 As the medical attendants were approaching, Redmond 

fought to his feet. “It was animal instinct,” he would later say. 
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He set out hopping, pushing away the coaches in a crazed 

attempt to finish the race. 

 When he reached the stretch, a big man pushed through 

the crowd. He was wearing a t-shirt that read “Have you 

hugged your [kid] today?” and a hat that challenged, “Just Do 

It.” The man was Jim Redmond, Derek’s father. 

 “You don’t have to do this,” he told his weeping son. “Yes, I 

do,” Derek declared. 

 “Well, then,” said Jim, “we’re going to finish this 

together.” 

 And they did. Jim wrapped Derek’s arm around his 

shoulder and helped him hobble to the finish line. Fighting off 

security men, the son’s head sometimes buried in the father’s 

shoulder, they stayed in Derek’s lane to the end. 

 The crowd clapped, then stood, then cheered, and then 

wept as the father and son finished the race. 

 What made the father do it? What made the father leave 

the stands to meet his son on the track? Was it the strength of 

his child? No, it was the pain of his child. His son was hurt 

and fighting to complete the race. So the father came to help 

him finish. 

 God does. Our prayers may be awkward. Our attempts 

may be feeble. But since the power of prayer is in the one who 

hears it and not the one who says it, our prayers do make a 

difference. 

pp. 101-2  

 

Job realizes that. When we don’t have this relationship with 

God, life is totally different. 
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Frank Layden was a famous basketball coach of the Utah Jazz 

and he had a great sense of humor. But he had a guy on the 

team that was not cooperating. One night he’d had it up to 

here and in about the second quarter he called a timeout and 

he called this kid over to him and he pulled this big dude right 

down in his face. He said to him, “Son, I don’t know what it is 

with you? Is it ignorance or apathy?” And the kid said, “Coach, 

I don’t know and I don’t care.” 

(source unknown) 

 

Yes. There are a lot of people that are living life like that—I 

don’t know and I don’t care. 

 

v. 16 But their prosperity is not in their own hands, so I 

stand aloof from the counsel of the wicked.  

 

“But their prosperity is not in their own hands, so I stand 

aloof from the counsel of the wicked.” 

 

Your prosperity is not in your own hands. You don’t control 

your destiny.  

 

James 4:13-17 

 

Come now you who would say today or tomorrow, we’re going 

to such and such a city and do this and that…  

 

And he says rather you ought to say if the Lord wills we shall 

do this or that. 
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“I stand aloof from the counsel of the wicked.” 

 

Psalm 1:1, 2 

 

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel  

of the ungodly, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 

but his delight is in the law of the Lord 

and in his law he meditates day and night. 

 

He stands “aloof” from this. He makes some choices in his life 

not to go along with this. He stays away from it and Job says, 

“That’s my life guys, even though you may not believe it. 

Maybe you think I am wicked just because of all the suffering 

I’m going through, but I want to tell you from my heart of 

hearts if you’ll just listen to me. In the integrity of my heart I 

stand aloof from those kind of people who would say leave me 

alone God.” 

 

“Who are you that I should serve You? Or why should I pray to 

you? I stand aloof from all of that.” 

 

Now see the little word “how often”? It occurs three times in 

verses 17 and 18.  

 

v. 17 Yet how often is the lamp of the wicked snuffed 

out? How often does calamity come upon them, the 

fate God allots in his anger?  

 

“Yet how often is the lamp of the wicked snuffed out? How 
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often does calamity come upon them, the fate God allots in his 

anger?” 

 

v. 18 How often are they like straw before the wind, 

like chaff swept away by a gale?  

 

“How often are they like straw before the wind, like chaff 

swept away by a gale?” 

 

What’s the answer to the three HOW OFTENs?  

 

The answer is, not very often.  

 

Wicked people really don’t have all that many circumstances 

of adversity that come into their lives. Very few times, if any, 

if you’re tracking with Job in his argument at this point. 

 

When he says “How often,” focus on the word A LOT because 

we’re going to see it here in just a minute.  

 

v. 19 [It is said,] ‘God stores up a man’s punishment for 

his sons.’ Let him repay the man himself, so that he 

will know it!  

 

“[It is said,] ‘God stores up a man’s punishment for his sons.’ 

Let him repay the man himself, so that he will know it!” 

 

When we get to that nineteenth verse, it’s confusing if we 

don’t understand what’s gone on. Tears come back into Job’s 

eyes and what these guys have said to Job—what does the 
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theology say?  

 

Suffering = Sin 

 

So what is their supposition with regard to Job?  

 

“Job, you are responsible for the death of your ten kids.”  

 

OUCH!  

 

“You see, it was your sin that brought the suffering, and the 

suffering was the death of your ten kids.” 

 

That theology has hurt Job so much and he’s answering that 

right now. He’s saying that “God stores up a man’s 

punishment for his sons.” And he’s saying, “Let God repay the 

man himself, so that he will know it!” That’s the way it 

happens. 

 

There are times when the sins of the fathers fall on the sons 

and on the family. And there’s a line in the scripture where 

that cycle takes place, when in the process of family 

relationships things in the next generation happen and in the 

next generation and the next generation.  

 

One of the saddest accounts was this one: 

 

Several years ago The Dallas Morning News featured a 

column by Sue Connally which carried this heart-rending 

account: “The shrill, piercing cry, almost inhuman in its 
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intensity and timbre, sears its way into your conscience. Once 

you’ve heard it, you can never forget it. The sound is made by 

a baby only one day old. But this is not a normal child; it was 

introduced to life ‘hooked’ on heroin! The typical, disturbing 

scream means that the pain and rigor of withdrawal are 

already taking place. This little one became addicted when the 

woman carrying it used drugs. Muscles in the tiny body are 

taut, the rigid arms and legs flail incessantly, and the high-

pitched cry continues for hours. Such children, although 

showing intense hunger, can’t retain their feedings. The 

tremors that rack them are so severe their bassinets shake. 

Occasionally there are even convulsions. ‘They could never 

rest, but would [actually] run themselves to death,’ says Dr. 

Dolores Carruth, ‘unless we sedate them.’ “Can you imagine 

babies being born screaming for a “fix”? That’s what sin does! 

(source unknown) 

 

Now there is that principle.  

 

Galatians 6:7-9 

 

Be not mocked, God is not laughed at. Whatsoever man 

soweth, that shall he also reap. 

 

Romans 6:23 

 

The wages of sin is death… 

 

There is a consequence to this that’s horrible. That’s true. But 

Job is just saying, “If you’re going to try to blame me for the 
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death of my kids, let me bear the responsibility. Don’t be 

putting this on the next generation.” 

 

v. 20 Let his own eyes see his destruction; let him drink 

of the wrath of the Almighty.  

 

“Let his own eyes see his destruction; let him drink of the 

wrath of the Almighty.” 

 

v. 21 For what does he care about the family he leaves 

behind when his allotted months come to an end?  

 

“For what does he care about the family he leaves behind 

when his allotted months come to an end?” 

 

Remember we said we see the words “a lot” a lot? 

 

In one of our previous studies Zophar ended his message with 

this very sobering word: 

 

Job 20:29 

 

Such is the fate that God allots the wicked, the heritage 

appointed them by God. 

 

We used the word “a lot” and “appointed” to say that God does 

sovereignly in the sky, a lot to each of us a period of life to live. 

He appoints a certain number of days. 

 

As a Sovereign God, each of us has an allotment. When that 
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allotment is done, we have an appointment. It’s already in the 

books and we aren’t going to miss it. It’s like a tee time—we 

will be there. 

 

When the allotted days are gone, the appointment is certain. 

There’s no question about it at all. Job again uses that word 

several times—“allotted, allotted.” 

 

As a sobering reflection remember that Solomon said in 

Ecclesiastes 3:2: “There’s a time to be born and a time to die.” 

 

Psalm 90:12 

 

Teach us to number our days, 

And apply our hearts to wisdom. 

 

We had James 4:13-17 already. We ought to say if the Lord 

wills, we shall live and also do this and that. But as it is, you 

boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 

 

Proverbs 27:1 

 

Do not boast about tomorrow, 

or you do not know what a day may bring forth. 

 

Now let’s conclude the speech—verse 22. 

 

v. 22 Can anyone teach knowledge to God, since he 

judges even the highest?  
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“Can anyone teach knowledge to God, since he judges even the 

highest?” 

 

We say, “No! God knows everything.” We can’t teach Him 

anything. He’s up there in the highest. He has it all worked 

out. From His perspective, it’s all cared for. That’s in His 

hands. It’s our desire as people, who are His creation, to bring 

Him pleasure and to do what He wants us to do. 

 

David Watson said: 

 

(Fear No Evil by David Watson)  

 

 Through the unexpected diagnosis of cancer I was forced 

to consider carefully my priorities in life and to make some 

necessary adjustments. I still do not know why God allowed it, 

nor does it bother me. But I am beginning to hear what God is 

saying, and this has been enormously helpful to me. As I turn 

to the Bible, I find passages coming alive for me, perhaps 

more than ever before. As I praise God or listen to worship 

cassettes, my vision of the greatness and love of God is being 

continually reinforced. I am content to trust myself to a loving 

God whose control is ultimate and whose wisdom transcends 

my own feeble understanding. 

pp. 130-31  

 

This story illustrates what we want to do: 

 

(When All Hell Breaks Loose: You May Be Doing Something 

Right. Surprising Insights From the Life of Job by Steven J. 
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Lawson)  

 

  There’s a story told of a young violinist who was a child 

prodigy. He could play the violin with great skill. This young 

maestro was scheduled to play for the first time in Carnegie 

Hall. 

 The hall was packed for this teenage prodigy. With every 

number that he played, the crowd rose to its feet and cheered 

and applauded. 

 When the performance was over, he left the stage to a 

standing ovation. A star was born! They begged him to come 

back out. The young sensation came back out to the delight of 

the audience. “Bravo! Bravo!” the audience shouted as they 

applauded even louder. He left the stage again and they 

begged him to come back again. 

 He came back and played again. This scene was repeated 

several times until the final encore when he left the stage with 

a very downcast look. 

 As he walked behind the curtain, his startled manager 

said, “Why are you so downcast? This was the night of your 

life. We’ve looked forward to this for the last six years. You 

were wonderful. The people loved you.” 

 The young violinist pulled the curtain back to peer out 

into the large meeting hall. The audience was still cheering. 

But there was one man in the audience who was not cheering. 

The violinist pointed to that man. 

 He said, “Do you see that man?” 

 The manager said, “Yes.” 

 The violinist said, “He’s not cheering.” 

 The manager said, “Well, so what? There are 2,300 other 
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people who are cheering you and loved everything that you’ve 

played tonight. You’re downcast about only one man who’s not 

cheering?” 

 The violinist replied, “You don’t understand. That man 

seated on the front row is a master violinist. He is my teacher. 

He taught me to play the violin. If he is not pleased, then I am 

not pleased.” 

p. 124  

 

That’s the secret behind the whole thing. If God’s not pleased, 

then we’re really not pleased. If you woke up this morning to 

Zephaniah 3:17: “The Lord your God is with you. He’s mighty 

to save. He’ll take great delight in you. He’ll quiet you with 

His love and He’ll rejoice over you with singing”—and you 

sensed He was singing, you’ve had a great day no matter how 

bad it’s been because you started out with the smile of your 

Father and a song in His heart. He is so thrilled to point you 

out as His son or His daughter. 

 

Do we think we have God figured out? Job wants to end it by 

pointing up the fact that you never can predict what God’s 

going to do.  

 

Look at it—verse 23. 

 

v. 23 One man dies in full vigor, completely secure and 

at ease,  

 

“One man dies in full vigor, completely secure and at ease,” 
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v. 24 his body well nourished, his bones rich with 

marrow.  

 

“his body well nourished, his bones rich with marrow.” 

 

v. 25 Another man dies in bitterness of soul, never 

having enjoyed anything good.  

 

“Another man dies in bitterness of soul, never having enjoyed 

anything good.” 

 

v. 26 Side by side they lie in the dust, and worms cover 

them both.  

 

“Side by side they lie in the dust, and worms cover them both.” 

 

How are we going to explain that? There’s only one way to 

explain it.  

 

Isaiah 55:8, 9 

 

“My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 

ways,” saith the Lord. “For as the heavens are higher than the 

earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 

thoughts than your thoughts.” 

 

God is not predictable and we cannot pour Him into a box and 

anticipate because He did this in one person’s life, He’s going 

to do it in your life. He’s always going to act in accordance 

with His word which we can’t predict how He’s going to work 
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it all out. He has some great purpose or plan and we don’t 

know that. 

 

That’s 1 Corinthians 13: “We see through a glass darkly, but 

then face to face we know in part, but then we’re going to 

know even as we’re known.” (ref. 13:12) 

 

God has the big picture. 

 

v. 27 I know full well what you are thinking, the 

schemes by which you would wrong me.  

 

“I know full well what you are thinking, the schemes by which 

you would wrong me.” 

 

Do you get the feeling as he wraps it up he still realizes that 

he hasn’t been heard? He’s saying to him, “I know what you 

guys are thinking and it’s stinkin’ thinkin’! Your theology still 

says: suffering = sin.” 

 

“Job you haven’t convinced us.”  

 

And then he says: 

 

v. 28 You say, ‘Where now is the great man’s house, the 

tents where wicked men lived?’  

 

“You say, “Where now is the great man’s house, the tents 

where wicked men lived?”” 
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Since we say wicked men live a long time, where’s the big 

house where the wicked men live? Where’s the tent that he’s 

living in? 

 

v. 29 Have you never questioned those who travel? 

Have you paid no regard to their accounts— 

 

“Have you never questioned those who travel? Have you paid 

no regard to their accounts—” 

 

All Job is saying is, “You guys sure are localized.” 

 

Have you ever talked to a few guys that have been around the 

world to see if some of the things are not true? You’re pretty 

local in what you’re saying here in your theology. You need to 

broaden your experience. 

 

v. 30 that the evil man is spared from the day of 

calamity, that he is delivered from the day of 

wrath?  

 

“that the evil man is spared from the day of calamity, that he 

is delivered from the day of wrath?” 

 

v. 31 Who denounces his conduct to his face? Who 

repays him for what he has done?  

 

“Who denounces his conduct to his face? Who repays him for 

what he has done?” 
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“If you guys believe that, why didn’t you talk to these wicked 

people and let them know that?” 

 

v. 32 He is carried to the grave, and watch is kept over 

his tomb.  

 

“He is carried to the grave, and watch is kept over his tomb.” 

 

v. 33 The soil in the valley is sweet to him; all men 

follow after him, and a countless throng goes before 

him.  

 

“The soil in the valley is sweet to him; all men follow after 

him, and a countless throng goes before him.” 

 

He ends his speech with a question. 

 

v. 34 So how can you console me with your nonsense? 

Nothing is left of your answers but falsehood!”  

 

“So how can you console me with your nonsense?” 

 

One word describes all of their theology to poor Job: 

 

“Nothing is left of your answers but falsehood!”’ 

 

Warren Wiersbe said he had a friend who prayed every day, 

“Lord, help me today not to add to anyone’s burdens.” These 

guys could well have followed that advice. 

 

C
opyright ©

 2023 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



39 

 

There are ten lessons we get from our text. 

 

Lesson #1: When we just listen to the grieving person, we are 

giving comfort and consolation. 

 

Lesson #2: Job’s complaint is against God and not against his 

three friends. 

 

Lesson #3: Job is frustrated by the thought that the wicked 

live long lives and keep on increasing in power. 

 

Lesson #4: Since he has felt the severity of the rod of God upon 

him, he cannot understand why the wicked do not experience 

this same rod upon them. 

 

Lesson #5: Many of the wicked spend their years in prosperity 

and go down to the grave in peace. 

 

Lesson #6: The sad confession of the wicked is, “Leave us 

alone! We have no desire to know your ways.” 

 

Lesson #7: The wicked have no desire to serve God or to pray 

to Him. 

 

Lesson #8: God has sovereign control over the days, months, 

and years of our lives. 

 

Lesson #9: How foolish it is to think that we can teach 

knowledge to God. 
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Lesson #10: The two words that describe the three friends’ 

contributions to Job’s life to this point are the words 

“nonsense” and “falsehood.” 

 

Now all of life brings us to the point where we have to make 

some choices. 

 

Proverbs 14:12 

 

There is a way which seems right to a man, but the end 

thereof are the ways of death. 

 

We come to these times in our lives when we have to make 

those choices. Like the rich young ruler that went away 

sorrowing, making a choice that he wouldn’t follow Christ, he 

made a choice.  

 

George MacDonald said: 

 

(Knowing the Heart of God by George MacDonald)  

 

 Such life Jesus offered the youth, as he does at some time 

to each one of us—a life to enter into which requires a choice. 

Upon that choice, when the moment comes, hinges everything. 

p. 229  

 

Jesus described it so graphically. He said there’s a broad way 

and there’s a narrow way. The broad way is a freeway to 

destruction and many go that way. They just put it on 

automatic cruise control and go. To make a choice means that 
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you make the exit that leads to life and it is a narrow path. 

You have to make that choice sometime in your life. 

 

Listen carefully to these words by Ron Mehl: 

 

(Surprise Endings by Ron Mehl)  

 

We were reminded that peace and rest don’t come from 

understanding everything, but from trusting the Lord with all 

our hearts even when we don’t understand anything. 

p. 17  

 

Two words we have are PERSEVERE and PRESS ON—it’s 

going to be alright. God’s at work and He’s in control of the 

circumstances. Eventually we’re going to see that God is going 

to be vindicated in our life. 

 

Father, we thank You for the privilege of sitting at the feet of 

Job as he has pled for a hearing. We’ve heard what he’s had to 

say. Lord we pray now that we can act upon it with 

intelligence, that we can make the right choices that need to 

be made in view of what we’ve studied. Thank You again for 

these friends and their hunger for Your word. We pray that as 

we study Your word that Your name would be glorified. In 

Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of JOB 

 

Persevere and Press On 

 

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering” 

 

Study Number Fourteen – Job 21:1-34  

            NOTES 
Job 

v. 1 Then Job replied:  

v. 2 “Listen carefully to my words; let this be the consolation you 

give me.  

v. 3 Bear with me while I speak, and after I have spoken, mock on.  

v. 4 Is my complaint directed to man? Why should I not be 

impatient?  

v. 5 Look at me and be astonished; clap your hand over your 

mouth.  

v. 6 When I think about this, I am terrified; trembling seizes my 

body.  

v. 7 Why do the wicked live on, growing old and increasing in 

power?  

v. 8 They see their children established around them, their 

offspring before their eyes.  

v. 9 Their homes are safe and free from fear; the rod of God is not 

upon them. 

v. 10 Their bulls never fail to breed; their cows calve and do not 

miscarry.  

v. 11 They send forth their children as a flock; their little ones 

dance about. 

v. 12 They sing to the music of tambourine and harp; they make 

merry to the sound of the flute.  

v. 13 They spend their years in prosperity and go down to the 

grave in peace. 

v. 14 Yet they say to God, ‘Leave us alone! We have no desire to 

know your ways.  

v. 15 Who is the Almighty, that we should serve him? What would 

we gain by praying to him?’  
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            NOTES 
v. 16 But their prosperity is not in their own hands, so I stand 

aloof from the counsel of the wicked.  

v. 17 Yet how often is the lamp of the wicked snuffed out? How 

often does calamity come upon them, the fate God allots in his 

anger?  

v. 18 How often are they like straw before the wind, like chaff 

swept away by a gale?  

v. 19 [It is said,] ‘God stores up a man’s punishment for his sons.’ 

Let him repay the man himself, so that he will know it!  

v. 20 Let his own eyes see his destruction; let him drink of the 

wrath of the Almighty.  

v. 21 For what does he care about the family he leaves behind 

when his allotted months come to an end?  

v. 22 Can anyone teach knowledge to God, since he judges even the 

highest?  

v. 23 One man dies in full vigor, completely secure and at ease,  

v. 24 his body well nourished, his bones rich with marrow.  

v. 25 Another man dies in bitterness of soul, never having enjoyed 

anything good. 

v. 26 Side by side they lie in the dust, and worms cover them both.  

v. 27 I know full well what you are thinking, the schemes by which 

you would wrong me.  

v. 28 You say, ‘Where now is the great man’s house, the tents 

where wicked men lived?’  

v. 29 Have you never questioned those who travel? Have you paid 

no regard to their accounts— 

v. 30 that the evil man is spared from the day of calamity, that he 

is delivered from the day of wrath?  

v. 31 Who denounces his conduct to his face? Who repays him for 

what he has done?  

v. 32 He is carried to the grave, and watch is kept over his tomb.  

v. 33 The soil in the valley is sweet to him; all men follow after 

him, and a countless throng goes before him.  

v. 34 So how can you console me with your nonsense? Nothing is 

left of your answers but falsehood!” 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Job 21:1-34 and in your own words pull out the main 

thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What request does Job make of his friends, according to 

verses 2 & 3? 

 

 

 

 

3. What is Job’s evaluation of the wicked in verses 7-13? 

 

 

 

 

4. How do the wicked respond to God, according to verses  

14 & 15? 

 

 

 

 

5. What is Job’s wish for the wicked, according to verse 20? 
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6. What is the hardest thing to comprehend and understand 

about God’s plan for our lives, according to verses 22-26? 

 

 

 

 

7. What does Job say of his friends, according to verse 27? 

 

 

 

 

8. What does Job think of his friends’ counsel and advice, 

according to verse 34? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: When we just listen to the grieving person, we 

are giving comfort and consolation. 

 

LESSON #2: Job’s complaint is against God and not against 

his three friends. 

 

LESSON #3: Job is frustrated by the thought that the wicked 

live long lives and keep on increasing in power. 

 

LESSON #4: Since he has felt the severity of the rod of God 

upon him, he cannot understand why the wicked do not 

experience this same rod upon them. 

 

LESSON #5: Many of the wicked spend their years in 

prosperity and go down to the grave in peace. 

 

LESSON #6: The sad confession of the wicked is, “Leave us 

alone! We have no desire to know your ways.” 

 

LESSON #7: The wicked have no desire to serve God or to 

pray to Him. 

 

LESSON #8: God has sovereign control over the days, months, 

and years of our lives. 
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LESSON #9: How foolish it is to think that we can teach 

knowledge to God. 

 

LESSON #10: The two words that describe the three friends’ 

contributions to Job’s life to this point are the words 

“nonsense” and “falsehood.” 
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