A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Fifteen — Job 22:1-30

There’s a book called You Can’t Curl Your Hair With Holy
Rollers and 1t’s a humorous definition of a lot of terminology
we use 1n church. This i1s the definition of an “heirhead”:

(You Can’t Curl Your Hair With Holy Rollers by Michael
Nolan & Eve Sarrett)

[an] heirhead—(air-hed) person who believes that being a
child of God exempts you from the trials of life. Confident that
“he whom God blesses has no messes,” heirheads are sure
there must have been something wrong with the spiritual
lives of Stephen, Paul, and Corrie ten Boom.

p. 174

That’s really true from the standpoint of some people’s concept
of suffering. These men are convinced that something’s wrong

in the life of Job just because of what he’s going through.

We’ve had the experience of Job’s catastrophe. These three
guys—Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar—have come.
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They’ve both had two shots at Job—round one and round two
of the desert discourses are done. Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar
have each spoken twice. Now we're starting round three, but

round three isn’t going to be much.

Eliphaz, we heard from him in an earlier study. We're going té
hear him the final time in these verses. This i1s his farewell.

Bildad only says about five verses in his little farewell, and
Zophar doesn’t say anything. So we're about at the end of the
contribution of these three friends.

Since Eliphaz is the senior spokesman, he really crystalizes
and summarizes everything. But he loses it. Sometimes we
can be real cool and composed in a situation and then it just
presses your button and finally you say a lot of things you feel
sorry for and you really lose it.

Eliphaz is like that. It’s going to be amazing.

Let’s take a couple of words to describe the study. Both of
these men—Eliphaz and Job—are filled with anger and
exasperation. What’s the difference?

There was a high school girl who was writing a paper. For her
paper she had chosen to write on the difference between anger
and exasperation. She went into her daddy and she said,
“Daddy, what’s the difference between anger and
exasperation?” Her father said, “Oh that’s easy.” He walks
over and at random he dials a number on the telephone and
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he says, “Hello, 1s Melvin there?” The answer on the other end
of the phone is, “There is no one living here by the name of
Melvin. Why don’t you learn to look up the numbers before
you dial them?” He hung up.

He says, “Now, that really annoyed him. He was probably
busy doing something or eating dinner or something and we
interrupted him and so he got very annoyed. Now let me show

you what anger 1s.” So he dials the same number again.
“Hello, 1s Melvin there?”

“Now look here!” came the heated reply. “You just called this
number and I told you there’s no Melvin here. You sure have a
lot of nerve calling back again!” And he slammed down the
receiver really hard.

“Now that’s anger. Let me show what exasperation 1s.” So he
dials the number again. And when the answer on the other

end of the line, “Hello?” The father calmly replied, “Hello, this
1s Melvin. Have there been any calls for me?”

Warren Wiersbe says that the tragedy, when we have
adversity in our lives, is that we ask the question: “How can I
get out of this?” rather than “What can I get out of 1t?”
Recognizing that God 1s sovereign and that He is indeed in
control of your circumstances, we see that from our
perspective but Job and Eliphaz neither one do.

In studying this particular speech we get the feeling that
Eliphaz takes on the cloak of a lawyer.
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There are three points this lawyer wants to make with Job:
1. he’s a SINNER (verses 1-11),
2. he’s HIDING HIS SINS (verses 12-20), and

3. he has to CONFESS his sins and REPENT before God
will ever be able to help him.

So let’s get into it.

Eliphaz

v. 1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:

“Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:”

Now get the picture. Here’s the first-class nerd. He has his
thick glasses on, his pants are hiked up under his arms, he
has all the pencils and pens in his shirt pocket and he’s Dr.
Know-it-all. He steps forward and he’s really going to
straighten Job out.

He’s the kind of guy that if he were on the Titanic when it was
sinking, he would be lecturing the pilot on how to drive rather
than trying to rescue drowning victims.

“Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:”
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v. 2 “Can a man be of benefit to God? Can even a wise
man benefit him?

““Can a man be of benefit to God? Can even a wise man benefit
him?”

Now what happens in these speeches—each of them, we've
done it the same way. We always look at the questions,
because the questions kind of track the truth—there are

TWELVE QUESTIONS.

Eliphaz is famous for asking questions. He comes right out of
the shoot with them. He has four of them here in the first
couple of verses, but there are twelve altogether.

Now what’s the answer to that?

Question #1: “Can a man be of benefit to God?

Question #2: “Can even a wise man benefit him?”

Most of you are saying “no,” and a lot of commentators agree.
But 1t’s true that when we’re born into the world, we’re born
into sin and we are unprofitable. We’ve all gone out of the

way:

Romans 3:12

There’s none that doeth good, no not one...



In that sense we’re not profitable to God unless He uses our
sinful lives. Just like He did Judas Iscariot or Cyrus the king
in the Old Testament. Those are ways God benefits from
individuals who were not believers.

But does He get benefit out of us today? YES!

If we’'re walking with Him, He’s proud of each of us. He’s glad
we lived today. He’s glad we had a chance to talk to people
about Jesus today and live for Him.

From a spiritual point of view, as a trophy of His grace, God
gets all the glory. And so yes there’s benefit.

Now look at the next two questions, then we’re going to point
out some key words.

v. 3 What pleasure would it give the Almighty if you
were righteous? What would he gain if your ways

were blameless?

Question #3: “What pleasure would i1t give the Almighty if you
were righteous?”

Question #4: “What would he gain if your ways were
blameless?”

The THREE KEY WORDS 1n those four questions are:

1. “benefit” in verse 2,



2.  “pleasure” and
3. “gain” 1n verse 3.

Do you see where he’s tracking? He’s saying, “Job, how can it
be that you would be a benefit to God? How would it be that
you could bring pleasure to God? How would it be that you
could be a gain to Him?

Now let’s talk about that for a second. If we say the answer 1s,
“Yes, God gets benefit, God gets pleasure and God gets gain,”
then we have to prove our point.

Point #1 1s back in Job chapter 1:

God was so proud of Job, He told Satan, “Take a look at my
guy down there. I mean I'm really proud of him. He shuns evil,
he’s blameless, he walks with me, I'm proud of him.” Secondly;
God’s going to get benefit when this thing is over because Job
stands up to the devil and he wins the victory.

God’s going to put that in a press release throughout eternity.
We're probably going to hear all about it when we get there.

What an amazing victory takes place in the book of Job,
because a guy has enough courage, enough faith and enough
perseverance and enough fortitude to stand his ground when
everything broke loose around him. He was faithful to victory.
Ultimately, of course, the glories throughout eternity.
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Now how many of you know Zephaniah 3:17? Some of you are
saying, Zephaniah what? Have you read it? Zephaniah is only
3 chapters.

Listen to this:

Zephaniah 3:17

The Lord your God is with you, He’s mighty to save. He will
take great delight in you, He will quiet you with His love. He
will rejoice over you with singing.

Now say that God doesn’t have some real good feelings when
we as a believer wake up in the morning and fellowship with
Him. When we’re walking with God and we wake up first
thing in the morning and we’re in fellowship with the Lord, weé
can sense He’s singing. We have to sing too. We can’t lay there
not enjoying the fact that our heavenly Father’s singing
without joining in and having a little time of worship and
praise.

That’s the pleasure, that’s the benefit, that’s the gain that God
gets from us. He starts right in on these things as though the
answer to all those 1s “No”—God doesn’t get any benefit, God
doesn’t get any pleasure, God doesn’t get any gain from us.

There are some people who think they are a benefit to God
and there are some people who think that they are a pleasure
to God and they’re a gain to God and they're not—simply
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because they have certain premises that they live by. If they
jump through these hoops and sign on these dotted lines, then
they are these things to God—and they’re really not.

Isaiah 64:6

All our righteousnesses are filthy rags...
They’re not a pleasure to God.

Luke 16:15

That which 1s highly esteemed among me 1s abomination in
the sight of God.

There are some things that are not a pleasure to Him,
especially when we’re trying to do it independent of a
relationship to Jesus Christ.

Listen to what Sir Winston Churchill said:

(On Being a Servant of God by Warren W. Wiersbe)

“I am prepared to meet my Maker,” ... “Whether my
Maker 1s prepared for the great ordeal of meeting me is
another [question].”

p. 124

Now 1s he saying that in humor? Or is he just saying that in
blatant arrogant confidence? He’s just too cool to cook and God
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1s going to great benefit one of these days, and great pleasure,
and great gain by meeting Sir Winston Churchill when he
checks out and checks 1in.

Now look at verse 4.

v. 4 Is it for your piety that he rebukes you and brings
charges against you?

“Is 1t for your piety that he rebukes you and brings charges
against you?”

When we are suffering, is God always rebuking us and
bringing charges against us?

He believes that. That’s his theology coming out in reverse in
the question. The inviolable law of his theology 1s:

SUFFERING = SIN.

So he’s saying, “Job since you said you're pious and since
you're righteous, how come it is that this is happening?

Question #5: “Is it for your piety that he rebukes you and
brings charges against you?”

His theology stipulates that and his theology’s more important
than anything else.
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v. 5 Is not your wickedness great? Are not your sins
endless?

Question #6: “Is not your wickedness great?”
Question #7: “Are not your sins endless?”

We've worked our way through this study that these three
guys are rigid. They have theology nailed down to bedrock and
nobody’s relationship or circumstances are going to be an
exception to their lives. They would rather dispose of their
relationship with Job than to change one whit in trying to
understand what God’s doing in their lives.

Now there are a lot of people alive like that today and it’s
really sad because of the relationships that are hurt, that are
damaged, that are destroyed by that kind of arrogant
dogmatism.

“Is not your wickedness great? Are not your sins endless?”
"That’s the only way I can explain what’s happening in your

life Job!”

In verses 6-9 we found SIX SLAM-DUNKS—bam, bam, bam,
bam, bam, bam! Just like that. None of them have any
foundation in truth.

When you’ve got a theology that says—SUFFERING = SIN or
SIN = SUFFERING—you have to have some reason.
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Do you know what? We see Eliphaz lacing up his Reeboks.
He’s getting ready for a little slam ‘em and jam ‘em with Job!
And 1t’s six of them—just one right after the other! Look at
them, they're right there in the text.

v. 6 You demanded security from your brothers for no
reason; you stripped men of their clothing, leaving
them naked.

“You demanded security from your brothers for no reason; you
stripped men of their clothing, leaving them naked.”

Slam Dunk #1: “You demanded security from your brothers for
no reason;’

What he’s saying—for you guys that are in business you can
understand this—“Job, you made selfish decisions to squeeze
out the competition. Job, you lived by the premise that the
man with all the gold wins in the end. Job, you were really one
shrewd dude. You were a wheeler-dealer Job! That’s why
you've got all this wealth.”

Slam Dunk #2: “you stripped men of their clothing, leaving
them naked.”

Now 1in those days, when somebody owed you something and
they didn’t have the money, you could take everything they
had. You could take their car, you could take their house, you
could take their clothes.
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When you took a guy’s coat, you made him pretty cold to
remind him of his debt. But out of love, you always gave his
coat back to him at night so he wouldn’t freeze to death.

Eliphaz says, “Job, you were so heartless you kept the guy’s
coat and let him go off naked without it!”

Have you ever had a relationship with somebody that was
really great? And then one thing happened and that one little
thing wasn’t dealt with and so it became two things? And then
ten little things, and then about thirty little things until you
were yelling and screaming at each other?

Some of you might be saying you're married to it. That’s the
way 1t happens sometimes isn’t 1t?

In this court case we're going to play the evidence from the
first speech. We're going to go back to what Eliphaz said way
back in the beginning to Job in his first speech to show you
how badly things have deteriorated to this point. Because you
can’t believe what you're seeing on the text.

Listen to the opening round:

Job 4:3, 4

Think how you have instructed many, how you have
strengthened feeble hands. Your words have supported those
who stumbled; you have strengthened faltering knees.
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Job 4:6

Should not your piety be your confidence and your blameless
ways your hope?

That’s what happens when you let your emotions get involved
in situations and you don’t process the garbage that goes on
between you in interpersonal relationships.

It’'ll damage to the point that we’re surprised at some of the
stuff you say, and some of the things we do. When we let that
kind of thing go on, we find ourselves apologizing more and
more because we're saying stuff that’s more and more difficult
to deal with, simply because somewhere back there we didn’t
deal with that other thing. Invariably when people talk about
their interpersonal relationship, we can usually go back and
find one point where it started.

When we deal with that we start moving forward and dealing
with the other. Look how far they are apart.

v. 7 You gave no water to the weary and you withheld
food from the hungry,

Slam Dunk #3: “You gave no water to the weary and”
Slam Dunk #4: “you withheld food from the hungry,”
In other words Job, you had no compassion.
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The word for “hospitality” in the New Testament is philoxenia.
That means “love of the stranger,” and we are obligated when
we can to provide bread and water for individuals.

“Job you didn’t do that!”

Do you remember in Matthew 25 when Jesus is just finishing
this great speech on Wednesday and He’s going to be hanging
on the cross on Friday? He goes to the Upper Room and
speaks to them on Thursday. That’s basically the end of His
ministry here on earth. As He finishes Matthew 25 He tells
the story about the wise and the foolish virgins and about the
guys who had five talents, two talents, and one talent. Then
He tells about the sheep and the goats.

When He’s telling about the sheep and the goats He says this:

Matthew 25:34-40

The King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry, and you
gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me
drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; naked, and you
clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison,
and you came to Me.” “Then the righteous will answer Him,
saying, ‘Lord, when ...? “And the King will answer and say to
them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of
these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it unto
Me.’
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It was the sense of moral obligation. When you met somebody
hungry, when you met somebody thirsty, you would take care
of them.

Now it’s just like Eliphaz. He’s going to stick it in and break it
off. When we get to verse 8 he doesn’t slam dunk him here. He

just makes the other two things worse.

v. 8 though you were a powerful man, owning land—an
honored man, living on it.

“though you were a powerful man, owning land—an honored
man, living on it.”

“You could say you had excuses, Job, but you didn’t. You were
honored. You had all the resources necessary to do this, but

you didn’t do that Job!

v. 9 And you sent widows away empty-handed and
broke the strength of the fatherless.

Slam Dunk #5: “You sent widows away empty-handed and”
Slam Dunk #6: “you broke the strength of the fatherless.”
That’s a felony in the Bible:

Exodus 22:22
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“Don’t take advantage of a widow or an orphan.”

James 1:27

This i1s pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and
Father, to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to
keep oneself unstained from the world.

“Job, your heart’s hard and your purse is tight. Job, this is thé
reason why you’re suffering—from my perspective.”

You know how you make accusations like that and you're
trying to build your case? Mr. Lawyer has just slam dunked
him six times. Now he says, “I want to prove to you why what
I just got through accusing you of is true.”

He then states FOUR THINGS that he says are going on in
Job’s life right now—and this 1s the reason because of the six

things he just got through saying.

v. 10 That is why snares are all around you, why
sudden peril terrifies you,

1. “That is why snares are all around you,”
2.  “why sudden peril terrifies you,”

v. 11 why it is so dark you cannot see, and why a flood
of water covers you.
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3. “why it 1s so dark you cannot see, and”

4. “why a flood of water covers you.”

“Those four things explain the reality of your suffering Job!”
Bildad talked about all the snares and traps that a wicked
man’s going through a veritable minefield. Eliphaz picks up on
that and he says, “Job, that’s what’s happening to you.”

In other words, “Job you're just a wicked man and you’'ve got
these snares all around you. And then you're scared to death
every time you wake up, Job!”

“sudden peril terrifies you,”

Bildad said:

Job 18:11

Terrors startle him on every side and dog his every step.
“[that’s] why it 1s so dark you cannot see,”

“You don’t understand what’s going on! You can’t see what’s
ahead!”

“[that’s] why a flood of waters covers you.”

Do you see what the picture is? The picture’s of the Red Sea
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being dammed up on both sides, and the children of Israel are
just getting through. Then Pharaoh and his army comes
through and what does God say? “Let the waters roll back
boy!” And they’re all drowned in the flood.

He’s describing the picture of a big dam, and behind that dam
1s all the offenses and all the sins. Finally there’s so much
back there it breaks the dam and it washes the wicked man
away 1n its great flood. That’s what’s going to happen to you
Job. That’s what happens to wicked people.

When we get to verse 12 we need a little definition.

v. 12 Is not God in the heights of heaven? And see how
lofty are the highest stars!

Question #8: “Is not God in the heights of heaven?”
“And see how lofty are the highest stars!”

You know sometimes when people try to build a case against
you, they misquote you? Or they take a little phrase out of
context to prove their point and you never intended saying
that? The press 1s famous for those kinds of statements.

This 1s what he’s going to do right now. He’s going to
misinterpret that statement when Job said, “Can anyone
teach knowledge to God?” That came out in the cold and the
adversity.
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He didn’t mean that God didn’t know everything and that God
didn’t see everything. He just meant that from our
perspective, we can’t teach God anything. God knows
everything. We learn from Him, not us teaching Him
anything.

So Eliphaz jumps on this and he says, “I just want to tell you
something, God’s in the skybox baby! And in the skybox He
can see the whole field man, and He knows everything that’s
going on your life Job. And you aren’t hiding with all this sin
anything from Him!”

In other words, the only reason you can tell me that you are
pious 1s you think God doesn’t really know it and He doesn’t

see 1t all. You see he’s really nailing him here with statementsg
like this.

He says He’s “God in the heights of the heavens” and He sees
“how lofty are the highest stars!”

v. 13 Yet you say, ‘What does God know? Does he judge
through such darkness?

“Yet you say, ‘What does God know?”
No—that isn’t what he said.
“Does he judge through such darkness?”

Question #9: “Yet you say, ‘What does God know?”
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Question #10: “Does he judge through such darkness?”

v. 14 Thick clouds veil him, so he does not see us as he
goes about in the vaulted heavens.’

“Thick clouds veil him, so he does not see us as he goes about
in the vaulted heavens.”

Now does God know everything?

2 Chronicles 16:9

The eyes of the Lord range two and fro throughout the whole
earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose hearts
are perfect toward Him.

We know that He looked down on Job and He was proud of
Job. He knew full well what was going on in Job’s life back in
Job chapters 1 and 2.

How about Hebrews 4:13?

Hebrews 4:13

All things are naked and open unto the eyes of Him with
whom we have to do.

He knows 1t all! Eliphaz has just twisted it around for his own
benefit.
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We're getting ready to come to a very emotional question and
a very emotional verse.

v. 15 Will you keep to the old path that evil men have
trod?

Question #11: “Will you keep to the old path that evil men
have trod?”

No matter what you say, SALVATION 1s a CHOICE. Eliphaz
1s on track, he’s preaching a great sermon to the wrong man
again because Job 1s already on that track—the track of
righteousness and godliness. We know that.

Because of his theology and because of this suffering, he
assumes that Job is on the wrong path and the world is on the
wrong path.

People are dying without Jesus Christ and people have gone te
hell today. They have sealed their eternal destiny. This was
the last day they had to live here upon the earth.

That’s what Eliphaz 1s saying:

“Will you keep to the old path that evil men have trod?”

It’s a choice:

Proverbs 14:12
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There is a way that seems right to a man,
but in the end it leads to death.

Matthew 7:13, 14

Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide, and the way 1is
broad that leads to destruction, and many are those who enter
by it. For the gate is small, and the way 1s narrow that leads
to life, and few are those who find it.

We can put it on automatic pilot on the freeway to hell and it
ends up 1n destruction. We have to take the exit to the narrow
way that leads to life.

This 1s another good verse to memorize:

Jeremiah 6:16

This 1s what the Lord says: “Stand at the crossroads and look;
ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way 1is, and walk
in it, and you will find rest for your souls. But you said, ‘We
will not walk in 1t.’

That’s why Jeremiah was a weeping prophet. He was around a
lot of people who wouldn’t walk in it.

v. 16 They were carried off before their time, their
foundations washed away by a flood.
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“They were carried off before their time, their foundations
washed away by a flood.”

These wicked people that chose to go on that old path, they
died before their time. They were “washed away by a flood.”

Now isn’t that interesting that the word “flood” occurs twice in
this little speech? Does that kind of push a button that this
just might be the universal flood during Noah’s time?

If we date Job back in the patriarchal period, the flood may
have only been just a couple hundred years away. Now Job
and these friends are very much aware of that and what had
happened. And so he describes it.

Listen to the account of the flood:

Genesis 6:5-8

The Lord saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had
become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil all the time. The Lord was grieved that He had
made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. So
the Lord said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created,
from the face of the earth—men and animals, and creatures
that move along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am
grieved that I have made them.” But Noah found favor in the
eyes of the Lord.

Now we're getting ready to conclude the speech. Do you
24



remember when you were a kid how vicious you could be with
your friends? They’d say something and you’d mimic them and
then you’d probably say, “Sticks and stones may break my
bones, but words will never hurt me!” Remember how you said
that?

Then you’d say the very thing they said back to them with a
mimic. Eliphaz is going to mimic Job to show us how far the
relationship has deteriorated.

We need to go back to the last speech for just a second. These
are the words of Job. Job told us that wicked people
sometimes live a long time and have a real good life and they
die 1n peace. But most of the wicked people talk like this—nmow
listen:

Job 21: 14-16

They say to God, “Leave us alone! We have no desire to know
your ways. Who 1s the Almighty, that we should serve him?
What would we gain by praying to him? But their prosperity is
not 1n their own hands, so I stand aloof from the counsel of the
wicked.

That’s Job. He says, “This 1s the way wicked people talk:
‘Leave us alone!” What are we going to get from serving him?
What are we going to gain from praying to him?”

“I want to tell you something,” Job says, “I stand aloof from
the wicked. I don’t lead that kind of life. That’s not me guys!
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I’'m not a wicked person!”

Now watch this. The hateful haughtiness comes to the
pinnacle in Eliphaz’s final words here.

v. 17 They said to God, ‘Leave us alone! What can the
Almighty do to us?’

“They said to God, “Leave us alone! What can the Almighty dé
to us?”’

You see he takes the very words and he’s described Job and
he’s saying you're just like that.

Here’s the final question.

Question #12: “What can the Almighty do to us?”

v. 18 Yet it was he who filled their houses with good
things, so I stand aloof from the counsel of the

wicked.

“Yet 1t was he who filled their houses with good things, so I
stand aloof from the counsel of the wicked.”

Exact verbatim quote!
“In your face! I'm out of here!”

That’s in essence what he’s telling him.
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“I stand aloof from the counsel of the wicked.”

“I want to tell you something else Job, when you die I'm going
to be excited.”

v. 19 The righteous see their ruin and rejoice; the
innocent mock them, saying,

“The righteous see their ruin and rejoice; the innocent mock
them, saying,”

Job said in our last study, “When I get through after you
listening to me, just this one time go ahead and mock if you
want to.”

They’re doing it.

v. 20 ‘Surely our foes are destroyed, and fire devours
their wealth.

““Surely our foes are destroyed, and fire devours their
wealth.””

Isn’t that a powerful sermon?
Pretend in your mind that the organist has just slipped into
their seat and softly begins to play Charlotte Elliott’s great

invitation hymn:
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Just as I am without one plea,
but that Thy blood was shed for me.
Oh Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Eliphaz is now—with forked tongue put aside—in tenderness,
in compassion and in kindness, is going to give the invitation.
He’s going to show Job that there are seven steps to recovery

and ten blessings if he’ll just do what he tells him to do.

Now we're ready. Are you? Here comes the STEPS TO
RECOVERY.

v. 21 Submit to God and be at peace with him; in this
way prosperity will come to you.

“Submit to God and be at peace with him; in this way
prosperity will come to you.”

Have we been right on in describing the theology?
Do this, and this 1s a result.
Righteousness in—Riches out.

When you press God with these things, prosperity is the
result!

Look at the SEVEN STEPS TO RECOVERY.

Step #1: “Submit to God” rather than questioning and
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accusing Him.

Ron Mehl, who found out as a pastor that he had leukemaia,
said this in his book Surprise Endings:

(Surprise Endings by Ron Mehl)

If I want to make the journey from failure to success, the

critical issue is dependence... upon Jesus and Jesus alone.
p. 96

Step #2: “be at”—or make—“peace with him;”

Isaiah 57:20, 21

The wicked are like the tossing sea, they cannot rest, whose
waves cast up mire and dirt. “There 1s no peace,” says my God;
“for the wicked.”

Follow those first two steps—SUBMIT, SURRENDER—
prosperity’s going to be yours.

Step #3: Accept God’s teachings.

v. 22 Accept instruction from his mouth and lay up his
words in your heart.

“Accept instruction from his mouth”—as if Job wasn’t already
doing that.
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Notice Step #4: Assimilate and live out His words.

“and lay up his words in your heart.”

Now how do we do that?

Psalm 1 teaches us that we mediate in His Word day and
night, then we're going to be like a tree planted by the rivers

of water. (see Psalm 1:1-3)

1 Peter 2:2

As a little born baby we desire the sincere milk of the word
that we may grow thereby.

We're not just hearing the word, we're feeding on 1t. We have
to take 1t and assimilate 1it. Memorize it and hide 1t in our
heart.

Psalm 119:9, 11

Where with all shall a young man cleanse his way?
By taking heed thereto accord to Thy word.

Thy word have I hide in my heart
that I might not sin against thee.

Jeremiah 15:16

Thy words were found and I did eat them,
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and thy word was the joy and rejoicing of my heart.
For I am called by thy name, O Lord God of hosts.

It’s the assimilation of the truth into your life! That’s step #4.

v. 23 If you return to the Almighty, you will be restored:
If you remove wickedness far from your tent

Step #5: “If you return to the Almighty, you will be restored:”
“return to the Almighty, you will be restored”—in other words;
come to your senses and come home! It’s the Prodigal Son in
the far country! Just turn around, leave the foreign property
for the father’s house and come home.

Step #6: “If you remove wickedness far from your tent”

2 Corinthians 7:1

Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit;
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

Proverbs 28:13

He that covers his sin shall not prosper, but whosoever
confesses and forsakes shall have mercy.

Step #7—Ilast one.
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Isn’t it amazing how all three of these guys hit Job in the
pocket book? They all seem to resent his wealth.

Step #7: DEAL WITH YOUR MONEY.

“Job, quit trusting in your wealth.”

v. 24 and assign your nuggets to the dust, your gold of
Ophir to the rocks in the ravines,

“assign your nuggets to the dust, your gold of Ophir to the
rocks 1n the ravines,”

“Ophir” was a special place where you could mine gold. The
“gold of Ophir” obviously was some of Job’s money—some of
his resources.

So get rid of 1t! Quit trusting in your wealth, “assign your
nuggets to the dust, your gold of Ophir to the rocks in the
ravines.”

That’s exactly what Jesus said to the rich young ruler: “Go sell
all you have and come follow me.” And he went away grieving

because he had great wealth. (see Matthew 19:21, 22)

Now 1s that a wrong thing to say to Job? What did Job do
when his bottom line was wiped out in chapter 1?

Job 1:21
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The Lord has given and the Lord has taken away, may the
name of the Lord be praised.

“I had it for a while, I don’t have 1t now. No big deal.”

He was totally content either to have it or not to have it.

It’s the level of contentment of Philippians 4 when Paul says:
“I've learned to be hungry, I've learned to be full. It doesn’t
make any difference. I've been in want, I've had great plenty.
No big deal.” (see Philippians 4:11-13)

George MacDonald in his book Knowing the Heart of God said:

(Knowing the Heart of God by George MacDonald)

Your money is nothing to Him. Bring Him a true heart, an
obedient hand; He has given His lifeblood for that. But your
money—He neither needs it nor cares for it.

p. 58

That’s not the 1ssue. But they make 1t Step #7 in the recovery
process.

We are laying up for ourselves treasures here upon earth
where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break
through and steal. And Jesus said lay up for yourselves

treasures in heaven where none of this can hit us. (see
Matthew 6:19-20)
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Recovery Step #7—“You need to have a right attitude toward
your money Job.”

Let’s look at the rest of it—just these last verses.

v. 25 then the Almighty will be your gold, the choicest
silver for you.

“then the Almighty will be your gold, the choicest silver for

2

you.

He uses the term “Almighty” in referring to God FIVE TIMES
1n this speech. We see it in verse 3, verse 17, verse 23, verse
25, and then he’s going to repeat it in verse 26.

v. 26 Surely then you will find delight in the Almighty
and will lift up your face to God.

“Surely then you will find delight in the Almighty and will lift
up your face to God.”

v. 27 You will pray to him, and he will hear you, and
you will fulfill your vows.

“You will pray to him, he will hear you, and you will fulfill
your vows.”

That’s Jeremiah:

Jeremiah 29:12, 13
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You will come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You wil
seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.

v. 28 What you decide on will be done, and light will
shine on your ways.

“What you decide on will be done, and light will shine on your
ways.”

Proverbs 4:18

The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn,
shining ever brighter till the full light of day.

v. 29 When men are brought low and you say, ‘Lift them
up! then he will save the downcast.

“When men are brought low and you say, “Lift them up!” then
he will save the downcast.”

”Your intercessory ministry is going to be very effective too,
Job”’—as he ends the speech.

v. 30 He will deliver even one who is not innocent, who

will be delivered through the cleanness of your
hands.”

“He will deliver even one who 1s not innocent, who will be
delivered through the cleanness of your hands.”—and your
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prayers and your requests.
The Bible Knowledge Commentary lists TEN BLESSINGS

that are the promises, when you follow the seven steps of
recovery. Listen to these ten steps—or ten blessings:

1. PROSPERITY—verse 21,

2. RESTORATION TO FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD—verse
23,

3. TRUST IN GOD—the Almighty will be your gold and

silver—verse 25,

4. DELIGHT IN THE ALMIGHTY—verse 26,

5. FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD—verse 26,

6. ANSWERED PRAYERS—verse 27,

7. DESIRE TO FULFILL HIS VOWS—verse 27,
8. SUCCESS—verse 28,

9. HELP TO OTHERS WHO ARE LOW AND
DISCOURAGED—verse 29, and

10. DELIVERANCE OF OTHERS THROUGH HIS
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS OFFERED FROM A CLEAN
LIFE—verse 30.

36



How are we going to handle this speech? How are we going to
let this speak to us? Are we going to submit? Are we going to
surrender? Are we going to follow the advice?

These seven steps of recovery are valid for each of us, to bring
us to a point of an effectiveness and revival.

Larry Crabb’s book Finding God says this:

(Finding God by Larry Crabb, Jr.)

I must surrender my fascination with myself to a more worthy
preoccupation with the character and purposes of God. I am
not the point. He 1s. I exist for Him. He does not exist for me.
p. 40

Fénelon says:

(The Seeking Heart by Fénelon)

If anything is capable of enlarging the spirit and freeing
you, it 1s entire surrender to God. Nothing will keep your mind
calm, content, and joyful as living like a child in the arms of
God.

p. 129

Here are the lessons we get from our study.

Lesson #1: The Lord does take great delight in us when we
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walk with Him. He quiets us with His love, He rejoices over us
with singing (Zephaniah 3:17).

Lesson #2: Eliphaz falsely accuses Job of great wickedness
and endless sins.

Lesson #3: Eliphaz brings six false charges against Job to
vindicate his own position.

Lesson #4: God 1s in the heights of heaven, and when we die

we are going to die and be with Him if we have received Jesus
Christ by faith.

Lesson #5: “All things are naked and open under the eyes of
Him with whom we have to do” (Hebrews 4:13).

Lesson #6: There 1s a broad way that leads to destruction and
a narrow way that leads to life, which are you choosing?

Lesson #7: Eliphaz misinterprets Job’s words and then uses
them against him.

Lesson #8: The 7 steps to recovery outlined by Eliphaz in the
conclusion of his speech are great, but not relevant to Job.

Lesson #9: “Hitherto have you asked nothing in My name; ask,
and you shall receive, that your joy may be made full” (John
16:24).

Lesson #10: The ten promises made in the end of his speech
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are wonderful blessings for those who are successful in
following the steps of recovery.

Listen to this story from Our Daily Bread:

Lord Kenneth Clark, internationally known for his
television series Civilization, lived and died without faith in
Jesus Christ. He admitted in his autobiography that while
visiting a beautiful church he had what he believed to be an
overwhelming religious experience.

“My whole being,” Clark wrote, “was irradiated by a kind
of heavenly joy far more intense than anything I had [ever]
known before.” But the “flood of grace,” as he described it,
created a problem. If he allowed himself to be influenced by it;
he knew he would have to change, his family might think he
had lost his mind, and maybe the intense joy would prove to
be an illusion. So he concluded, “I was too deeply embedded in
the world to change course.”

(from Our Daily Bread, Tuesday, February 15, 1994)
That’s the dilemma that countless folks face.
This 1s a quote from Oswald Chambers:

(Exit Interviews by William D. Hendricks)

It 1s not a question of giving up sin,

but of giving up my right to myself,

my natural independence and self-assertiveness,
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and this is where the battle has to be fought.

It 1s the things that are right and noble and good
from the natural standpoint that keep us back
from God’s best...

Beware of refusing to go

to the funeral of your own independence.
Oswald Chambers

p. 209

This 1s what Mark Twain decided to do when 1t came to a
relationship with Christ. He writes through one of his
characters:

(Exit Interviews by William D. Hendricks)

I was a-trembling, because I'd got to decide, forever, betwixt
two things, and I knowed it. I studied a minute, sort of holding
my breath, and then says to myself:

“All right, then, I'll go to hell.”

Mark Twain
p. 199

Father, we sense that Eliphaz has really missed it in that he
has condemned Job to the life of the wicked—condemned him
for all eternity as he holds out these fragments of hope in the
concluding words that he speaks in the Biblical text. We
thank You that there is truth in what He says, even though it
doesn’t apply to Job. Father perhaps we can learn how to give
ourselves afresh to You and submit to You. Submit to Your
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way of doing things, surrender totally and completely to Your
plan and purpose for our lives. Father, we so many times
guess and play games with You. We think we’re a benefit to
You, we think we're bringing You pleasure, we think we're
bringing You gain, and really we're not. That benefit, that
blessing, that pleasure and that gain will only come by first a
relationship with the Lord Jesus and then a life lived 1n
honesty and integrity before You, endeavoring to walk daily in
the light of Your Word. We pray that Your Holy Spirit would
take some of these phrases from the text and apply them as
You are so capable of doing in the Power of Your Spirit to
individual lives. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Fifteen — Job 22:1-30

NOTES

Eliphaz

v. 1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:

v. 2 “Can a man be of benefit to God? Can even a wise man benefit
him?

v. 3 What pleasure would it give the Almighty if you were
righteous? What would he gain if your ways were blameless?

v. 4 Is it for your piety that he rebukes you and brings charges
against you?

v. 5 Is not your wickedness great? Are not your sins endless?

v. 6 You demanded security from your brothers for no reason; you
stripped men of their clothing, leaving them naked.

v. 7 You gave no water to the weary and you withheld food from
the hungry,

v. 8 though you were a powerful man, owning land—an honored
man, living on it.

v. 9 And you sent widows away empty-handed and broke the
strength of the fatherless.

v. 10 That is why snares are all around you, why sudden peril
terrifies you,

v. 11 why it is so dark you cannot see, and why a flood of water
covers you.

v. 12 Is not God in the heights of heaven? And see how lofty are
the highest stars!

v. 13 Yet you say, ‘What does God know? Does he judge through
such darkness?

v. 14 Thick clouds veil him, so he does not see us as he goes about
in the vaulted heavens.’

v. 15 Will you keep to the old path that evil men have trod?
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NOTES

v. 16 They were carried off before their time, their foundations
washed away by a flood.

v. 17 They said to God, ‘Leave us alone! What can the Almighty do
to us?

v. 18 Yet it was he who filled their houses with good things, so I
stand aloof from the counsel of the wicked.

v. 19 The righteous see their ruin and rejoice; the innocent mock
them, saying,

v. 20 ‘Surely our foes are destroyed, and fire devours their wealth.’
v. 21 Submit to God and be at peace with him; in this way
prosperity will come to you.

v. 22 Accept instruction from his mouth and lay up his words in
your heart.

v. 23 If you return to the Almighty, you will be restored: If you
remove wickedness far from your tent

v. 24 and assign your nuggets to the dust, your gold of Ophir to the
rocks 1n the ravines,

v. 25 then the Almighty will be your gold, the choicest silver for
you.

v. 26 Surely then you will find delight in the Almighty and will lift
up your face to God.

v. 27 You will pray to him, and he will hear you, and you will fulfill
your vows.

v. 28 What you decide on will be done, and light will shine on your
ways.

v. 29 When men are brought low and you say, ‘Lift them up!” then
he will save the downcast.

v. 30 He will deliver even one who is not innocent, who will be
delivered through the cleanness of your hands.”

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Job 22:1-30 and in your own words pull out the main
thought of this passage.
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7. What two things does Eliphaz suggest that Job do,

according to verse 237
10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

8. Summarize the results for Job if he will follow the advice

of Eliphaz, according to verses 26 & 27.
9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: The Lord does take great delight in us when we
walk with Him. He quiets us with His love, He rejoices
over us with singing (Zephaniah 3:17).

LESSON #2: Eliphaz falsely accuses Job of great wickedness
and endless sins.

LESSON #3: Eliphaz brings six false charges against Job to
vindicate his own position.

LESSON #4: God 1s in the heights of heaven, and when we die
we are going to die and be with Him if we have received
Jesus Christ by faith.

LESSON #5: “All things are naked and open under the eyes of
Him with whom we have to do” (Hebrews 4:13).

LESSON #6: There 1s a broad way that leads to destruction
and a narrow way that leads to life, which are you
choosing?

LESSON #7: Eliphaz misinterprets Job’s words and then uses
them against him.
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LESSON #8: The 7 steps to recovery outlined by Eliphaz in
the conclusion of his speech are great, but not relevant to

Job.

LESSON #9: “Hitherto have you asked nothing in My name;
ask, and you shall receive, that your joy may be made full”
(John 16:24).

LESSON #10: The ten promises made in the end of his speech
are wonderful blessings for those who are successful in
following the steps of recovery.
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