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A Practical Study of JOB 

 

Persevere and Press On 

 

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering” 

 

Study Number Sixteen – Job 23:1-24:25  

 

 

In our study Job is responding to what Eliphaz had to say. 

Basically he sees God as this divine computer that sovereignly 

controls all the hours and the minutes and the days of his life. 

 

These discourses have come from three different men—

Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar. Eliphaz has had three shots now. 

Job is basically going to answer him, but he’s speaking to all 

three of them. We’re very near the end of the contribution of 

these three men. 

 

We’ve divided this speech up into three parts. We’re going to 

be: 

 

1. in the COURT—verses 1-9, 

 

2. in the FURNACE—verses 10-17, and 

 

3. on the SOAP BOX—chapter 24:1-25. 

 

Let’s dig right into the text and track along and listen to Job. 
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Job 

 

v. 1 Then Job replied:  

 

“Then Job replied:” 

 

v. 2 “Even today my complaint is bitter; his hand is 

heavy in spite of my groaning.  

 

‘“Even today my complaint is bitter; his hand is heavy in spite 

of my groaning.” 

 

Job comes right out of the shoot, acknowledging the fact that 

he really is discouraged. First of all, he says: 

 

“my complaint is bitter;” 

 

It’s been long enough, he doesn’t understand what’s going on, 

and so he says he’s “bitter.” That is a normal response to 

something when you don’t understand it and it seems like life 

overwhelms you. 

 

There are two graphic illustrations. Remember the story of the 

book of Ruth? Naomi, Elimelech, Malan and Killian go south 

to Moabitish territory in order to survive during an economic 

crisis. Down there the two boys—Malan and Killian—find two 

Moabitish girls and marry them—Ruth and Orpha.  

 

Shortly thereafter, we don’t know what caused it, but all three 

of the men died. The daddy died and the two boys died, 

C
opyright ©

 2023 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



3 

 

leaving us with three widow ladies. Now Naomi wants to go 

back home to Bethlehem. These two Moabitish girls don’t have 

a future in Bethlehem unless God does something sovereignly.  

 

Orpah decides to stay, Ruth goes back with her. When they 

get back to Bethlehem, the people in Bethlehem say: 

 

Ruth 1:19-21 

 

…“Is this not, can this be Naomi?” “Don’t call me Naomi,” she 

told them. “Call me Mara, [M-A-R-A] because the Almighty 

has made my life very bitter. I went away full, but the Lord 

has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi? The Lord 

has afflicted me; the Almighty has brought misfortune upon 

me.” 

 

In other words, the Hebrew word marah means “bitter.” And 

she says, “You call me by that, because that’s the way my life 

has been with the loss of my two boys and my husband. I went 

away full, I’ve come back empty.” 

 

The same thing is true in the life of Hannah in  

1 Samuel 1. She’s barren, she can’t have kids, and the one 

thing she wants more than anything else is to have a child. 

We read this verse: 

 

1 Samuel 1:10 

 

In bitterness of soul Hannah wept much and prayed to the 

Lord. 
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Job’s been in this long enough to say: 

 

‘“Even today my complaint is bitter;” 

 

Then the next phrase: 

 

“his hand is heavy in spite of my groaning.” 

 

We get the picture of a guy doing a bench press. You’ve 

watched these guys—they’ve got the belt around their gut and 

they’re trying to push something up that’s more than they can 

handle. They lay there and they groan and struggle and carry 

on, trying to press that iron. It’s just the reverse for Job. 

 

He sees God with His heavy hand on him and he’s pushing so 

hard he’s groaning and griping and complaining, but God isn’t 

letting up.  

 

“his hand is heavy” on me. 

 

Who else had a heavy hand on him? David said in Psalm 32: 

 

Psalm 32:4 

 

…your hand was heavy upon me;… 

 

That is a legitimate cause because of what David had done. 

God is putting his heavy hand on David to get him to repent 

and respond and return to the Lord.  
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When we are out of fellowship with God, when we are walking 

in disobedience, God’s going to have His heavy hand on us. He 

cares about us too much to let us keep doing our own thing. 

 

Here’s a guy who hasn’t done anything wrong to deserve this! 

He’s saying I’m not only bitter—“my complaint is bitter”—but, 

God’s heavy hand is on me “in spite of my groaning.” He just 

keeps pressing me down. 

 

When we get to verse 3 we see the dilemma.  

 

v. 3 If only I knew where to find him; if only I could go 

to his dwelling!  

 

“If only I knew where to find him; if only I could go to his 

dwelling!” 

 

When we look at that verse, is there anything exciting about 

it? Let’s put some definition on it so we can get excited. 

 

When we feel bitter toward somebody, and when we don’t like 

somebody and they’ve hurt us a bunch of times, what’s our 

usual response? “I’m out of here.” 

 

We try to do everything to avoid any kind of contact because 

we’ve been hurt pretty bad. We stay away from that. 

 

What’s Job doing? Job’s saying, “I sure would like to find Him. 

I sure wish I could go to His house, ring His doorbell, sit down 
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and tell Him the story and have Him explain things to me.” 

 

His attitude toward God is still right. Even though he has a 

bitter complaint and even though he feels God’s heavy hand 

on him bringing about this groaning, he’s growing closer and 

he’s not pulling away. 

 

Now let me see if we can put that in laymen’s terminology. He 

says, “I just need to get with Him so I can understand what 

He’s doing. If I could just do that then things would be okay.”  

 

He’d do FOUR THINGS if he could get with God. Verses 4 and 

5 describe those four things. What are they? 

 

v. 4 I would state my case before him and fill my mouth 

with arguments.  

 

1. “I would state my case before him and”  

 

2. “I would…fill my mouth with arguments.” 

 

v. 5 I would find out what he would answer me, and 

consider what he would say.  

 

3. “I would find out what he would answer me, and” 

 

4. “I would…consider what he would say.” 

 

That’s what he needs to fulfill life. 
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You would present your case, about the loss of your ten kids 

and all your possessions. You’d present the fact that 

physically you’d been afflicted and were about to die. Tthen 

You would “fill my mouth with arguments”—God why do I 

deserve this?—and then “I would find out what he would 

answer me.” You would listen to what He’d have to say and 

then would “consider what he has to say.” You would give Him 

a chance. 

 

Many commentaries say that Job is proud here and that there 

is arrogance because “I,” “me” and “my” are used about 50 

times. Some of them have counted the number of times. 

 

When there’s really only “I” left, it’s about all you can use. 

That’s all that’s left! When it’s a game of survival people 

express these things. Job’s only manifesting that he’s all that’s 

left. And if nobody else is going to look out for him he has to 

look out for himself! He’s feeling that deep inside. 

 

He’s just expressing himself and his desire to just, in the 

grieving process, understand what God’s doing. 

 

There are five questions in this talk and the questions help us 

understand it. Here comes the first one—verse 6. 

 

v. 6 Would he oppose me with great power? No, he 

would not press charges against me.  

 

Question #1: “Would he oppose me with great power?” 
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“If I got to see Him and do these four things?” 

 

“No, he would not press charges against me.” 

 

He wants us to know the real answer. From his heart, God 

wouldn’t oppose him “with great power” because he didn’t 

have anything to “press charges against” him. 

 

v. 7 There an upright man could present his case before 

him, and I would be delivered forever from my 

judge.  

 

“There”—in God’s presence—“an upright man could present 

his case before him, and I would be delivered forever from my 

judge.” 

 

He feels so confident about his life and his walk with God that 

if he went in and presented his case, he would “be delivered 

forever from [his] judge.” 

 

Somebody said: 

 

(The Complete Book of Zingers by Croft M. Pentz)  

 

Your character is built on what you stand for—your 

reputation on what you fall for. 

p. 17 

 

Job has a good character, he has walked with God and he feels 

very comfortable going into God’s presence to present his case. 
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Now before you can have court, what do you have to have? 

You must have the Judge. If the Judge isn’t there, you can’t 

have court. Or you could have court but it isn’t going to mean 

anything because there’s no Judge. 

 

What we have here is a situation where Job can’t find the 

Judge—that’s the problem. In verses 8 and 9 he points to the 

four parts of the compass. 

 

v. 8 But if I go to the east, he is not there; if I go to the 

west, I do not find him.  

 

“If I go to the east, he is not there; and if I go to the west, I do 

not find him.” 

 

v. 9 When he is at work in the north, I do not see him; 

when he turns to the south, I catch no glimpse of 

him.  

 

“When he goes to work in the north, I do not see him; and 

when he turns to the south, I catch no glimpse of him.” 

 

“I can’t find hide nor hair of the Judge. That’s why I can’t 

present my case.” 

 

Ready for another volley from the Roman candle to light the 

night skies of darkness and see the great resources that can 

come from a suffering man who begins to understand what 

he’s going through?  
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Here it is again. What a beautiful, beautiful statement. Just 

maybe God had you hear this one study. Just understanding 

this can help you through much of life and the adversity, the 

fog, the unexpected circumstances of life, if you’ll just get 

ahold of this truth.  

 

This is a powerful witness from Job. Look at it! We’re going to 

break it into three parts. 

 

v. 10 But he knows the way that I take; when he has 

tested me, I will come forth as gold.  

 

“But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I 

will come forth as gold.” 

 

To divide that into three parts: 

 

PAST, 

 

PRESENT and 

 

FUTURE. 

 

1. PAST—“he knows the way that I take” 

 

“He’s tracking me. He’s got His little sensory button on me. He 

knows where I am.” 

 

2. PRESENT—“when he has tested me” 
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That’s what he’s going through right now. 

 

3. FUTURE—“I will come forth as gold.” 

 

The little word “BUT” is the CONTRAST from the previous 

verses.  

 

“Although I can’t find God when I go north, south, east and 

west, he knows the way that I take. The very hairs of my head 

are numbered. He knows where I am.”  

 

“I am valuable to Him,” and 

 

“he knows the way that I take.” 

 

Somebody said: 

 

(The Complete Book of Zingers by Croft M. Pentz)  

 

Your outcome in life doesn’t depend on your income but on 

how you overcome. 

p. 104  

 

For Job he says, “God knows the way that I take, because my 

life is controlled by the divine computer and He knows where I 

am.” 

 

In a previous study he spoke about the rod of God in 

discipline. Now he’s going to talk about the TEST. 
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If Job was sitting here he would say, “I’m being tested for a 

purpose. I don’t know what it is and I don’t understand it, but 

God is using it in my life.” That would be the premise of his 

testimony.  

 

Now listen to Warren Wiersbe. He describes it: 

 

When God puts His own people into the furnace, He keeps His 

eye on the clock and His hand on the thermostat. He knows 

how long and how much. We may question why He does it to 

begin with, or why He doesn’t turn down the heat or even turn 

it off, but our questions are only evidences of unbelief.  

(source unknown) 

 

“he knows the way that I take; and when he has tested me,” 

 

Now the word “when” lets you know that the test is only 

temporary and that there is an end to the test. 

 

Sometime in our life we’ve probably said, “I can get through 

this because I see light at the end of the tunnel”? 

 

We do that whether we’re running a race or working on a 

project or whatever. There’s light at the end of the tunnel—it 

changes everything.  

 

Now we understand the secret for Job surviving this and 

coming out victorious in the end. He now sees it as a 

temporary circumstance. 
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Do you believe that God at intervals in our life as a believer 

tests our progress? Yes! When we deal that into our concept of 

suffering, we’re ready to triumph through almost anything life 

will throw at us. We see it as a test to purify our priorities, to 

change our orientation, to get us in the place of His choosing. 

That’s His joy and delight. 

 

Let’s just chase that through the scripture.  

 

Genesis 22:1 

 

God did test Abram. 

 

Why did he do that? Well twenty-five years ago he told 

Abraham and Sarah—she was barren—that they were going 

to have a baby. And here we’re up almost to a 100 years of age 

and Sarah’s 90 and she miraculously has a baby and now God 

tests Abram by saying take that little baby and offer it on the 

mountain as a sacrifice. 

 

Abram would say, “Anything but Isaac!” No, he rose up early 

in the morning, took the wood for the sacrifice and took the 

boy and headed to the mountain in obedience. As a result of 

that, God blesses Abram by telling him that He did this and 

He thanked him. 

 

Is what God provided more important than the relationship 

between God and Abram? God puts His hand on that very 

thing. 
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Now there are some other verses that occur in the scripture, 

especially in the little book of 1 Peter. That’s the best book in 

the New Testament on suffering by the way.  

 

1 Peter 1:6, 7 

 

In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, 

if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials [or 

tests], that the proof of your faith, being more precious than 

gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire … 

 

It’s almost the same words. 

 

1 Peter 4:12, 13 

 

Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which 

is to try you as though some strange thing happened unto you; 

but rejoice inasmuch as are partakers of Christ’s sufferings, 

that when His glory shall be revealed, you may be glad also 

with exceeding joy. 

 

Isaiah 48:10, 11 

 

See [the Lord says], I have refined you, though not as silver; I 

have tested you in the furnace of affliction. For my own sake, 

for my own sake, I do this. How can I let myself be defamed? I 

will not yield my glory to another. 

 

Look at that!  
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He says, “I have refined you, though not as silver; I have”—

what?—“tested you in the furnace of affliction.” 

 

And then He says, this isn’t for you, this is for Me! “I do this 

for my own sake, for my own sake, I do this,” the Lord says. 

Because He will not share His glory with another. 

 

And in the humiliating process of going through suffering in 

our lives, our pride is broken and we become more humble, we 

become more teachable, we become more obedient, more 

submissive to Him.  

 

So the refining process is part and parcel of the curriculum we 

face.  

 

How about Daniel 3:16-27—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 

went through the fiery furnace. But who went with them 

through it? There was a fourth person there—the Lord went 

with them through it. And they weren’t burned and destroyed 

as a result of it, they were miraculously delivered. But God 

designed that they would go through it. 

 

This little poem called “Why?” shows us how God uses the 

test. 

 

WHY? 

 

I promised a doll to my dear baby girl: 

 I had pictured a figure most fair, 
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With exquisite features and teeth of pure pearl, 

 Moving eyes, walking limbs, and real hair! 

 

We entered a shop, and the sweet little maid 

 Clasped a cheap, tawdry doll to her breast; 

To make the exchange I was really afraid, 

 Though I wanted to give her the best. 

 

I took it away, and the tears filled her eyes, 

 But I gave her the one I had planned; 

The dear little face glowed in joyous surprise 

 That a treasure existed so grand. 

 

O Savior, I too am a child in Thy sight, 

 And I choose the first things that I see; 

I struggle to keep them, I do not know quite 

 Why the Father should take them from me. 

 

But when I look back through the wisdom of years, 

 When my faith is age-old and sublime, 

I know I shall see through a rainbow of tears 

 That my Father planned best all the time!” 

       —Anonymous 

(from InfoSearch 3.5, original source known) 

 

Sometimes in the test He has to take away from us the very 

thing that stands in the way of His love and blessing in our 

lives. 

 

If you recognize a similarity to some of the crisis that we’re 
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going through in our life, recognize that God allows us to step 

into new challenges by passing the test that we’re going 

through. If we flunk it the first time, we’re going to take the 

course over and get the test again. If we find a series of tests 

in our life that are similar, God is just saying when we pass 

this we’ll get onto some other things. 

 

He does that with each of us. Sometimes it gets pretty 

overwhelming doesn’t it?  

 

God uses the spade of adversity and the test to dig up the 

wells of joy in our lives.  

 

Barbara Johnson put it this way: 

 

(Fresh Elastic for Stretched Out Moms by Barbara Johnson)  

 

 A song says that if tears were promises and heartaches 

were gold, I’d have all the money my pockets would hold. We 

know the iron crown of suffering precedes the golden crown of 

glory. That is a comfort! You are not alone. There are 

thousands like you who are trying to find some relief from 

nights of crying and pain. 

p. 91  

 

Sometimes God’s purpose is concealed for the purpose of you 

trusting His promises. And the promises become richer when 

the purpose is veiled. Sometimes God allows that purpose to 

be veiled so we’ll trust the promises during the time that we 

don’t understand. 
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Robert Foster put it this way in a poetic piece: 

 

In the center of the circle 

 Of the Will of God I stand: 

There can come no second causes, 

 All must come from His dear hand. 

All is well! for ‘tis my Father 

 Who my life hath planned. 

 

Shall I pass through waves of sorrow? 

 Then I know it will be best; 

Though I cannot tell the reason, 

 I can trust, and so am blest. 

God is love, and God is faithful, 

 So in perfect Peace I rest. 

 

With the shade and with the sunshine, 

 With the joy and with the pain, 

Lord I trust Thee! both are needed, 

 Each thy wayward child to train, 

Earthly loss, did we but know it, 

 Often means our heavenly gain. 

(source unknown) 

 

How does Job know that this is the explanation for it? These 

three guys have been hammering him over and over again to 

say that it’s sin that caused it. In one of the earlier studies he 

came to the conclusion that it just might be that God was 

disciplining him. He’s now saying it is a test.  
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How did he get to this? The next two verses give us the four 

reasons he knows it’s a test. Look at this testimony. Would 

you love to have somebody preach your funeral and say these 

four things about you that are in verses 11 and 12? Look at 

those words that he puts down. 

 

v. 11 My feet have closely followed his steps; I have kept 

to his way without turning aside.  

 

“My feet have followed closely his steps; I have kept his way 

without turning aside.” 

 

v. 12 I have not departed from the commands of his lips; 

I have treasured the words of his mouth more than 

my daily bread.  

 

“I have not departed from the commands of his lips; I have 

treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread.” 

 

Now there is a dynamic living Christian witness. Those four 

things are the characteristic of a man or a woman who is 

walking with God. 

 

1. His “feet have closely followed his steps”—he’s been very 

sensitive to the direction of the Lord. 

 

2. He has “kept his way without turning aside”—he’s walked 

in that path. 
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“Thine ears shall hear a word behind thee”—Isaiah 30:21—

“when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left…” 

 

3. He has “not departed from the commands of his lips”—

he’s been obedient. 

 

4. He has “treasured the words of his mouth more than his 

daily bread.” 

 

Jeremiah 15:16 

 

Thy words were found and I did eat them, and thy word was 

the joy and the rejoicing of my heart… 

 

v. 13 But he stands alone, and who can oppose him? He 

does whatever he pleases.  

 

Question #2: “But he stands alone, and who can oppose him? 

He does whatever he pleases.” 

 

When we finally learn that God is sovereign and He’s going to 

do it His way  and He does just exactly what He wants, then 

we begin to learn a little bit about how to lock in to His 

sovereign purpose. 

 

Psalm 115:3 

 

Our God is in heaven; 

and he does whatever pleases him. 
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Isaiah 46:10 

 

“I say [this is the Lord speaking] my purpose will stand and I 

will do all that I please.” 

 

In other words, God’s going to do it. Now one other thing we 

need to know though is that God never makes a mistake. 

These two verses are verses from the farewell address of 

Moses just before he dies:  

 

Deuteronomy 32:3, 4 

 

I will proclaim the name of the Lord. Oh, praise the greatness 

of our God! He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his 

ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and 

just is he.  

 

He’s not going to counter God. He’s going to trust God. In 

essence he would say, “Lord, I don’t know how You’re going to 

solve my problems but I know You have something in mind 

and I thank You for it.” 

 

It’s like the caterpillar calls the end of the world his 

experience. God calls it a butterfly. God does conceal His 

purposes and then we live by His promises. 

 

Swindoll in his book Flying Closer to the Flame says: 

 

(Flying Closer to the Flame by Charles R. Swindoll)  
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There are times when other people will say, “There is no way 

in the world God could be in this”; yet you know absolutely in 

your heart that He is. At times like that, simply stand firm. 

You won’t be able to convince them, but that’s all right. God is 

still doing unusual things. 

p. 150 

 

v. 14 He carries out his decree against me, and many 

such plans he still has in store.  

 

“He carries out his decree against me, and many such plans he 

still has in store.” 

 

What do you think about the word “decree”? 

 

“He carries out his decree against me,” 

 

What’s that tell us? That tells us that God is already decreed 

the curriculum for our life that’s going to make us more like 

His Son. And he decrees these circumstances and the 

curriculum and the examination schedule so that we make 

progress toward Christlikeness, after we become a believer. 

 

Job says: “He carries out his decree against me”—which 

involves the test. 

 

“and many such plans he still has in store.” 

 

What does that do to Job? “Boy, from what I’ve just gotten 

through seeing I can’t wait to see what the future’s got in 
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store.” It would scare him to death. It would scare us too if we 

didn’t remember Jeremiah 29:11. 

 

The Lord says: 

 

Jeremiah 29:11 

 

I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not 

to harm you. Plans to give you a hope and a future. 

 

God is going to bless. God is taking us through the trial, 

through the test, to bring ultimate blessing in our life. Job’s 

certainly going to see that in the end of the book. 

 

That explains the next couple of verses.  

 

v. 15 That is why I am terrified before him; when I 

think of all this, I fear him.  

 

“That is why I am terrified before him; when I think of all 

this, I fear him.” 

 

v. 16 God has made my heart faint; the Almighty has 

terrified me.  

 

“God has made my heart faint; the Almighty has terrified me.” 

 

v. 17 Yet I am not silenced by the darkness, by the thick 

darkness that covers my face.  
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“Yet I am not silenced by the darkness, by the thick darkness 

that covers my face.” 

 

Why? He’s floating around in a fog but he knows there is a 

sovereign God who’s controlling it all. He says, “I’m really not 

silenced by that darkness.” 

 

Now you know how sometimes we find ourself telling God 

something He already knows? We can’t tell God anything He 

doesn’t already know. But when we get on a little pity party 

once in a while, we tell God a whole bunch of things that we 

wish He’d take notice of down. We do that. 

 

This is Job on his soapbox.  

 

The rest of this speech is very simple because he is explaining 

to God what God already knows. This is the complaint. 

 

24:v. 1 Why does the Almighty not set times for 

judgment? Why must those who know him look in 

vain for such days?  

 

Question #3: “Why does the Almighty not set times for 

judgment?” 

 

Question #4: “Why must those who know him look in vain for 

such days?” 

 

Why doesn’t God set a time for judgment? We know He has.  
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Do you realize that as we sit here, we have an appointment for 

divine judgment that’s already been set and decreed by God? 

He knows which judgment’s going to be ours, because there 

are really two judgments. 

 

If we have never come to know Jesus Christ, we are going to 

be at the Great White Throne Judgment. At that judgment, 

everyone is condemned and thrown into the lake of fire, so it’s 

not very pretty. That’s Revelation 20:15. 

 

Now if we’re a believer, then we’re going to stand at the 

Judgment Seat of Christ—we must all appear. The docket 

isn’t going to get overloaded to the point where they’re going 

to move our trial up or back. The date and time has already 

been set and we don’t have a choice. We’re going to be there. 

And the works of our life are going to be examined before the 

Lord.  

 

So in essence what Job is saying is something that really isn’t 

true for us. Judgment has already been scheduled. There is no 

caseload backup in this situation. But Job complains about 

that because he says, “God, I want to tell You, the judge is not 

on the bench and there’s some bad things happening down 

here.” 

 

“First of all God, people are cheating and stealing.”  

 

v. 2 Men move boundary stones; they pasture flocks 

they have stolen.  
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“Men move boundary stones;”—they’re trying to get more 

property so they’re moving their boundary lines. 

 

“they pasture flocks they have stolen.”—they’ve been doing 

some cattle rustling. 

 

God, they aren’t playing fair.  

 

v. 3 They drive away the orphan’s donkey and take the 

widow’s ox in pledge.  

 

“They drive away the orphan’s donkey and take the widow’s ox 

in pledge.” 

 

v. 4 They thrust the needy from the path and force all 

the poor of the land into hiding.  

 

“They thrust the needy from the path and force all the poor of 

the land into hiding.” 

 

v. 5 Like wild donkeys in the desert, the poor go about 

their labor of foraging food; the wasteland provides 

food for their children.  

 

“Like wild donkeys in the desert, the poor go about their labor 

of foraging food; the wasteland provides food for their 

children.” 

 

God it’s all out of balance and people aren’t really paying the 

poor for what they’re doing.  
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v. 6 They gather fodder in the fields and glean in the 

vineyards of the wicked.  

 

“They gather fodder in the fields and glean in the vineyards of 

the wicked.” 

 

v. 7 Lacking clothes, they spend the night naked; they 

have nothing to cover themselves in the cold.  

 

“[They are] Lacking clothes, they spend the night naked; they 

have nothing to cover themselves in the cold.” 

 

God, it’s a war down here! 

 

v. 8 They are drenched by mountain rains and hug the 

rocks for lack of shelter.  

 

“They are drenched by mountain rains and they hug the rocks 

for lack of shelter.” 

 

v. 9 The fatherless child is snatched from the breast; 

the infant of the poor is seized for a debt.  

 

“The fatherless child is snatched from the breast; the infant of 

the poor is seized for a debt.” 

 

God, people are mad for money and they’re even stealing 

children for debt! 
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v. 10 Lacking clothes, they go about naked; they carry 

the sheaves, but still go hungry.  

 

“[They are] Lacking clothes, they go about naked; they carry 

the sheaves, but still go hungry.” 

 

v. 11 They crush olives among the terraces; they tread 

the winepresses, yet suffer thirst.  

 

“They crush olives among the terraces; they tread the 

winepresses, yet suffer thirst.” 

 

James says: 

 

James 5:4-6 

 

Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and 

which has been withheld by you, cries out against you;.. 

 

God, people are dying down here! 

 

v. 12 The groans of the dying rise from the city, and the 

souls of the wounded cry out for help. But God 

charges no one with wrongdoing.  

 

“The groans of the dying rise from the city, and the souls of 

the wounded cry out for help.” 

 

Here’s the big complaint: 
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“But God charges no one with wrongdoing.” 

 

“It’s going on in chaotic violence and confusion all around me.” 

That almost looks like today doesn’t it?  

 

“God! It doesn’t seem like it’s going to get any better and You 

aren’t judging and things aren’t happening! And it’s really 

bothering me Lord that You don’t seem to be doing anything.” 

 

Sometimes we read something like that and we begin to 

identify with the character.  It’s been several months and all 

of this has happened to him. Besides what’s happening to him, 

he’s explaining what’s happening around him. ” “It’s like I 

can’t find the judge myself, and the judge is not on the bench 

dealing with all of these things in my life that are bothering 

me.” 

 

God will sometimes give us a verse just to comfort us. This 

verse is wonderful.  

 

James 5:7-9 

 

…You too be patient, strengthen your hearts, for the coming of 

the Lord is at hand. Do not complain, brethren, against one 

another, that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the 

Judge is standing right at the door. 

 

It’s like the judge is out there getting ready to push the 

doorbell. The judge is standing at the door getting ready to set 

all this straight!  
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And as the sovereign God of the universe, Jesus Christ, is the 

judge! He is going to sit on the Great White Throne, He is 

going to sit on the Bema Seat to examine believers. That day 

is coming. 

 

Now he finishes the speech. 

 

v. 13 There are those who rebel against the light, who 

do not know its ways or stay in its paths.  

 

“There are those who rebel against the light, who do not know 

its ways or stay in its path.” 

 

Jesus says to Nicodemus: 

 

John 3:19-21 

 

This is the judgment, light has come into the world, and men 

loved darkness rather than light; because their deeds were 

evil…. 

 

Gamaliel Bradford is a renowned American biographer who 

explored the lives and motives of famous individuals. He 

candidly said this: 

 

“I do not read the New Testament for fear of its awakening a 

storm of anxiety and self-reproach and doubt and dread of 

having taken the wrong path, of having been a traitor to the 

plain and simple God.” 
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(source unknown) 

 

What a witness! He took his own path! 

 

v. 14 When daylight is gone, the murderer rises up and 

kills the poor and needy; in the night he steals forth 

like a thief.  

 

“When daylight is gone, the murderer rises up and kills the 

poor and needy; in the night he steals forth like a thief.” 

 

v. 15 The eye of the adulterer watches for dusk; he 

thinks, ‘No eye will see me,’ and he keeps his face 

concealed.  

 

“The eye of the adulterer watches for dusk; he thinks, “No eye 

will see me,” and he keeps his face concealed.” 

 

That is described in Proverbs 7:9-23. It is the very description 

of how an adulterer works in the darkness. 

 

v. 16 In the dark, men break into houses, but by day 

they shut themselves in; they want nothing to do 

with the light.  

 

“In the dark, men break into houses, but by day they shut 

themselves in; they want nothing to do with the light.” 

 

v. 17 For all of them, deep darkness is their morning; 

they make friends with the terrors of darkness.  
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“For all of them, deep darkness is their morning; they make 

friends with the terrors of darkness.” 

 

v. 18 Yet they are foam on the surface of the water; 

their portion of the land is cursed, so that no one 

goes to the vineyards.  

 

“Yet they are foam on the surface of the water; their portion of 

the land is cursed, so that no one goes to the vineyards.” 

 

v. 19 As heat and drought snatch away the melted 

snow, so the grave snatches away those who have 

sinned.  

 

“As heat and drought snatch away the melted snow, so the 

grave snatches away those who have sinned.” 

 

v. 20 The womb forgets them, the worm feasts on them; 

evil men are no longer remembered but are broken 

like a tree.  

 

“The womb forgets them, the worm feasts on them; evil men 

are no longer remembered but are broken like a tree.” 

 

v. 21 They prey on the barren and childless woman, and 

to the widow show no kindness.  

 

“They prey on the barren and childless woman, and to the 

widow show no kindness.” 
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v. 22 But God drags away the mighty by his power; 

though they become established, they have no 

assurance of life.  

 

“But God drags away the mighty by his power;” 

 

It’s like they want to stay here and they’re hanging onto it, 

but God drags them away when His sovereign purpose is 

completed, and they have chosen for the last time to reject 

Him. 

 

“though they become established, they have no assurance of 

life.” 

 

What a witness. 

 

v. 23 He may let them rest in a feeling of security, but 

his eyes are on their ways.  

 

“He may let them rest in a feeling of security, but his eyes are 

on their ways.” 

 

It’s like God’s saying, “I’m looking at you man! I’m watching 

and I’m knowing what you’re doing!” 

 

2 Chronicles 16:9 

 

The eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen 

those whose hearts are fully committed to him. …  
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v. 24 For a little while they are exalted, and then they 

are gone; they are brought low and gathered up 

like all others; they are cut off like heads of grain.  

 

“For a little while they are exalted, and then they are gone; 

they are brought low and gathered up like all others; they are 

cut off like heads of grain.” 

 

We had a verse like that clear back in the patriarchal period 

at the beginning of the Bible. Then we go down to the book of 

Revelation to Revelation 14:14 and we have the Son of Man 

sitting on a cloud with a sickle in His hand and the angel is 

told to go and reap the earth. He puts in the sickle into the 

earth and the earth is reaped. (see Revelation 14:14-16) 

 

That’s the description of harvesting the grain when the time 

comes for the judgment of the wicked. 

 

Then the last question—verse 25. 

 

v. 25 If this is not so, who can prove me false and 

reduce my words to nothing?”  

 

“If this is not so, who can prove me false and reduce my words 

to nothing?”’ 

 

When he finishes that statement, nobody else is going to 

speak except Bildad. Bildad’s going to say a few words and 

Zophar’s afraid to talk. 
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Job has really hit a nerve. He’s actually explained why he is 

where he is and he has described graphically the true future of 

the wicked, as far as the sovereign God is concerned. 

 

We have twelve lessons that come out of our text. 

 

Lesson #1: There are times in our lives when our complaint is 

bitter and we feel His heavy hand upon us. 

 

Lesson #2: Many times in suffering we sense the lack of His 

presence. 

 

Lesson #3: Job feels that God would be upright and fair in His 

judgment if He had all the facts. 

 

Lesson #4: Job sees these experiences as a test to refine and 

ultimately purify him. 

 

Lesson #5: Can you give testimony that your feet have 

followed closely His steps and that you have kept His way 

without turning aside? 

 

Lesson #6: Do you treasure feeding on His Word more than 

you do on your physical food? 

 

Lesson #7: God is sovereign and He does whatever He pleases. 

 

Lesson #8: God has set a definite time and agenda for future 

judgment. 
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Lesson #9: Sometimes it seems like the wicked are getting 

away with their sin but God’s judgment will ultimately and 

certainly fall. 

 

Lesson #10: Are you presently walking in the light as He is in 

the light? 

 

Lesson #11: God does drag away the mighty in judgment by 

His power. 

 

Lesson #12: The wicked are exalted for a little while and then 

they are gone. 

 

 Well listen to Joe Aldrich as he describes what it was like 

to receive a letter from Joni Eareckson Tada and then listen to 

her response: 

 

 If someone says it better than you, let them do it. I have 

the privilege of serving on Joni Eareckson Tada’s board. I 

wrote a letter to inform her staff that I would not be able to 

attend the meeting because I had just been advised that I 

have Parkinson’s Disease and must adjust accordingly. Joni 

wrote me a letter which expresses how I view this new chapter 

in my life. 

 

Dear Joe, 

 I can’t tell you how surprised (and saddened) I was to 

hear the doctor’s report about your Parkinson’s condition. Oh, 

Joe, you are one of the most active, on-the-run people I 
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know…it hurts to think you have to gear down to a slower 

speed (but not too slow)… 

 Why do I say that? Because even if you have a disability 

(and this is from the horse’s mouth) you can still accomplish 

an enormous amount. Remember this important fact: God’s 

grace is supposed to show up best in weaker people. I think 

your prayers will rise quicker to the throne and find the heart 

of God more tenderly because your praises and intercessions 

are voiced out of…weakness. 

 People with Parkinson’s ([which is a] spinal cord injury) 

hold a special place close to the breast of the Lord because it’s 

not by our power, or our might or strength, but always and 

always by the Spirit of God. In other words, the Lord is going 

to take you to a new plane, a spacious, broad place where you 

will move in the Spirit even more freely and more powerfully 

than you have in the past as a strong, non-disabled person. 

 I’ll be praying that God will give you the wisdom to 

properly manage your disability (just as I have to be careful) 

so you can economize your time and make the most of your 

abilities. Sorry for sounding like your mother! 

 You will be missed at the…Board meeting…we certainly 

understand, friend, and will be lifting you up in warm-hearted 

prayer. Stay strong in Him, Dr. Joe. You are needed in the 

kingdom. 

 

 Yours in His care, 

 Joni…  

 

[And Joe said:] 
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 As soon as he informed me [that is the doctor] I had 

Parkinson’s, in my spirit I said, “Yes, that’s right.” It’s God’s 

divinely bestowed “thorn in the flesh” which will be His 

instrument to conform me to the image of His dear Son. It has 

a sense of rightness about it. It is appropriate and altogether 

fitting. 

 So where do we go from here? May I suggest that “only 

God knows.” I anticipate, however, many more years of 

effective ministry. Pray that His strength will be made perfect 

in [my] weakness. 

 by Joe Aldrich 

(From Multnomah Bible College Newsletter, year unknown) 

 

God does use suffering in the life of the believer for greater 

ministry, for greater purposes than we know and understand. 

But God does all things well. 

 

For you as believers—you’ve had some rough times—look up 

and realize that God is disciplining you, God is testing you, 

God is going to use it all for His glory. One of these days you’re 

going to fly right out of the fog and you’re going to land on the 

runway in glory. And guess what? There’s going to be 

somebody there who has pierced hands and a broken side 

who’s going to say, “Well done, though good and faithful 

servant. Enter into the joys I’ve prepared for you.” 

 

Father, we thank You for the fact that we could walk with this 

suffering saint, see him maligned and misunderstood and 

accused and criticized. And yet to see him come from the 

Spirit’s resources to light the night skies with a word that You 
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know the way that he takes. And when You have finished 

testing him, he is going to come forth as gold. Father, thank 

You that as we experience the refining fires of Your Spirit, we 

are those who begin to reflect even more brightly the glory of 

the Lord from one degree of glory to another. We realize that 

what we have to suffer now is nothing worthy to be compared 

to the glory that’s going to be revealed in us later. In Jesus’ 

name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of JOB 

 

Persevere and Press On 

 

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering” 

 

Study Number One – Job 23:1-24:25    NOTES 

 
Job 

v. 1 Then Job replied:  

v. 2 “Even today my complaint is bitter; his hand is heavy in spite 

of my groaning.  

v. 3 If only I knew where to find him; if only I could go to his 

dwelling!  

v. 4 I would state my case before him and fill my mouth with 

arguments.  

v. 5 I would find out what he would answer me, and consider what 

he would say.  

v. 6 Would he oppose me with great power? No, he would not press 

charges against me.  

v. 7 There an upright man could present his case before him, and I 

would be delivered forever from my judge.  

v. 8 But if I go to the east, he is not there; if I go to the west, I do 

not find him.  

v. 9 When he is at work in the north, I do not see him; when he 

turns to the south, I catch no glimpse of him.  

v. 10 But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I 

will come forth as gold. 

v. 11 My feet have closely followed his steps; I have kept to his way 

without turning aside.  

v. 12 I have not departed from the commands of his lips; I have 

treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread. 

v. 13 But he stands alone, and who can oppose him? He does 

whatever he pleases.  

v. 14 He carries out his decree against me, and many such plans 

he still has in store.  
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            NOTES 
v. 15 That is why I am terrified before him; when I think of all 

this, I fear him. 

v. 16 God has made my heart faint; the Almighty has terrified me.  

v. 17 Yet I am not silenced by the darkness, by the thick darkness 

that covers my face.  

24:v. 1 Why does the Almighty not set times for judgment? Why 

must those who know him look in vain for such days?  

v. 2 Men move boundary stones; they pasture flocks they have 

stolen.  

v. 3 They drive away the orphan’s donkey and take the widow’s ox 

in pledge.  

v. 4 They thrust the needy from the path and force all the poor of 

the land into hiding.  

v. 5 Like wild donkeys in the desert, the poor go about their labor 

of foraging food; the wasteland provides food for their children.  

v. 6 They gather fodder in the fields and glean in the vineyards of 

the wicked. 

v. 7 Lacking clothes, they spend the night naked; they have 

nothing to cover themselves in the cold.  

v. 8 They are drenched by mountain rains and hug the rocks for 

lack of shelter.  

v. 9 The fatherless child is snatched from the breast; the infant of 

the poor is seized for a debt. 

v. 10 Lacking clothes, they go about naked; they carry the sheaves, 

but still go hungry.  

v. 11 They crush olives among the terraces; they tread the 

winepresses, yet suffer thirst.  

v. 12 The groans of the dying rise from the city, and the souls of 

the wounded cry out for help. But God charges no one with 

wrongdoing.  

v. 13 There are those who rebel against the light, who do not know 

its ways or stay in its paths.  

v. 14 When daylight is gone, the murderer rises up and kills the 

poor and needy; in the night he steals forth like a thief.  

v. 15 The eye of the adulterer watches for dusk; he thinks, ‘No eye 

will see me,’ and he keeps his face concealed.  

v. 16 In the dark, men break into houses, but by day they shut 

themselves in; they want nothing to do with the light.  

v. 17 For all of them, deep darkness is their morning; they make 

friends with the terrors of darkness.  

 

 

  

C
opyright ©

 2023 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



42 

 

            NOTES 
v. 18 Yet they are foam on the surface of the water; their portion of 

the land is cursed, so that no one goes to the vineyards.  

v. 19 As heat and drought snatch away the melted snow, so the 

grave snatches away those who have sinned.  

v. 20 The womb forgets them, the worm feasts on them; evil men 

are no longer remembered but are broken like a tree.  

v. 21 They prey on the barren and childless woman, and to the 

widow show no kindness.  

v. 22 But God drags away the mighty by his power; though they 

become established, they have no assurance of life. 

v. 23 He may let them rest in a feeling of security, but his eyes are 

on their ways.  

v. 24 For a little while they are exalted, and then they are gone; 

they are brought low and gathered up like all others; they are cut 

off like heads of grain. 

v. 25 If this is not so, who can prove me false and reduce my words 

to nothing?” 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Job 23:1-24:25 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. Describe Job’s condition, according to chapter 23:2, 3. 
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3. What would Job do if he had an audience with God, 

according to chapter 23:4, 5? 

 

 

 

 

4. What is Job’s ultimate confidence, according to chapter 

23:10? 

 

 

 

 

5. What is Job’s evaluation of his own conduct prior to this 

series of tragedies in his life, according to chapter 23:11, 12? 

 

 

 

 

6. From Job’s perspective, what has God done to him, 

according to chapter 23:16? 

 

 

 

 

7. How does Job verbalize his frustration, according to  

chapter 24:12? 
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8. Describe how God writes the finale for the wicked, 

according to chapter 24:22-25. 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: There are times in our lives when our complaint 

is bitter and we feel His heavy hand upon us. 

 

LESSON #2: Many times in suffering we sense the lack of His 

presence. 
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LESSON #3: Job feels that God would be upright and fair in 

His judgment if He had all the facts. 

 

LESSON #4: Job sees these experiences as a test to refine and 

ultimately purify him. 

 

LESSON #5: Can you give testimony that your feet have 

followed closely His steps and that you have kept His way 

without turning aside? 

 

LESSON #6: Do you treasure feeding on His Word more than 

you do on your physical food? 

 

LESSON #7: God is sovereign and He does whatever He 

pleases. 

 

LESSON #8: God has set a definite time and agenda for future 

judgment. 

 

LESSON #9: Sometimes it seems like the wicked are getting 

away with their sin but God’s judgment will ultimately 

and certainly fall. 

 

LESSON #10: Are you presently walking in the light as He is 

in the light? 

 

LESSON #11: God does drag away the mighty in judgment by 

His power. 
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LESSON #12: The wicked are exalted for a little while and 

then they are gone. 
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