A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Seventeen — Job 25:1-27:23

People don’t teach the book of Job because i1t’s too hard to
understand. It’s too repetitious, and it’s too difficult.

Job 1s one of the earliest books of the Bible. It comes from the
patriarchal period. There’s no mention of Moses or the Law or
the nation Israel, so it’s way back in the time of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob—and maybe even before that.

Job 1s a very righteous, godly man who fears God and shuns

evil. In fact God’s so proud of him, He keeps showing him off.
And then Satan challenges God that Job will curse God if he
lost all the things that he counted dear to himself.

So within a 24-hour period, Job lost all of his possessions. He
lost all of his livestock within a 24-hour period. And on top of
that, a tornado hit the home where the kids were feasting and
all ten of his kids were killed.

Now put yourself in those shoes and go walk through the
rubble and stir it up and dig out the mangled bodies or your
ten kids and plan ten funerals. That’s exactly what he and his
wife did.
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Now think about that for a minute and say, “Wow, I could
never have handled that!” No you couldn’t have. None of us
could have without the grace of God.

But Job did. He fell on his face and worshipped and said,
“Naked I came from my mother’s womb and naked I'll return.”
(ref. Job 1:21)

“I came streaking in and I'm streaking out.” We come in with
nothing and we go out with nothing.

He worshiped the Lord.

“The Lord has given and the Lord has taken away, may the
name of the Lord be praised.” (ref. Job 1:21)

That’s tough! That 1sn’t the whole story. Just a short time
later, he’s afflicted physically to the point that his body i1s
covered with puss-filled sores, and he’s itching so bad he’s
sitting on an ash heap in the dump trying to get some relief.

We can go through just about anything life has to throw at us
because many of us we have wives to go home to and be
comforted, right? Men are designed that way and women don’t
understand it. We can take an awful lot out in the world,
because we can always say, “I can always go home to...”

The only problem with Job is he’s married to a woman who’s
got the spiritual gift of discouragement. She comes walking
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into this situation and she says, “Why don’t you throw it in
and go to the barn? Curse God and die.” (ref. Job 2:9)

That just had to kill him. On top of losing his ten kids, now his
wife’s telling him to throw it in and he’s afflicted physically.

Now 1n a situation like that, usually the people who are really

your friends will come to you and those who aren’t, don’t even

acknowledge they know you. Three guys claim they knew him

and they liked him. Evidently they were business associates of
some kind.

Steve Lawson in his book calls them:

1. the CRUDE,

2. the BAD, and

3. the UGLY.

(source unknown)

We call them:

1. [Eliphaz the EXTERMINATOR,
2. Bildad the BRUTAL and

3. Zophar the ZAPPER.

These three guys come with the mission of COMFORT and
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they end up in CONFRONTATION. The whole book is that.

It’s like they come and they sit for 7 days in silence and that’s
their main contribution to the book. If they’d have just shut up
and kept on sitting there and not said anything, everything
would have worked out. But when they opened their mouths,
they made the biggest mistake.

They came with the purpose of comfort, but it turned to
confrontation almost immediately—and that’s the great
difficulty.

The book 1s made up like this:

Job has a little opening speech—and those guys, they did wait
till Job talked. At least they gave him a chance.

After Job talked, all three of them jumped on Job like a duck
on a junebug. It was their purpose and their vision to
straighten him out. They added to his difficulties rather than
taking away from them.

So poor Job, he has to listen to these guys. We call them the
DESERT DISCOURSES.

We have Eliphaz making a speech—he’s the senior
spokesman—then Job comes back and answers him.

Then Bildad has something to say, and Job comes back and
answers him.
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Then Zophar has something to say, and Job answers him.

Now so far these three guys have each had two shots at Job,
and Job basically has given about seven speeches so far. We're
down into the last part.

Actually Eliphaz has spoken three times—he’s the only one.
We're going to get to hear a brief farewell message from
Bildad. Zophar’s so overwhelmed, he 1sn’t going to talk.

So we're at the end of the desert discourses. Then Job is going
to start his farewell address. We can’t do it all because it’s too
long. We'll finish it on another occasion.

Then Elihu, who’s a young Ph.D. that’s just gotten out of
school has all the answers, he’s going to step forward and try
to solve the problem before the Lord speaks. Then the Lord’s

going to straighten everybody out.

What is your concept of suffering? When you hurt, what do
you think of? Do you say, “God, why me?” or “What’d I do to
deserve this?”

You have a problem with your concept of suffering. What do
you do when you go talk to people who are hurting? You say,
“Oh I don’t ever go because I don’t know what I'm going to
say.” Well why don’t you go and just shut up?

The greatest thing we can do to somebody who’s really hurting
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1s not go and try to vindicate God for allowing what went on in
their lives, but just go and love them. When we go on a great
mission to lay a verse on somebody, or try to explain to them
what’s going on in their lives they aren’t going to hear it
anyway. Why don’t we just learn that we don’t have to be
God’s emissary to explain what God’s doing in their lives by
the suffering they’re going through? Too many times we miss
the boat

Now do you believe God 1is sovereign? Do believe that He’s in
control of all the events that happen in your life? Well if you
do, then you have to work and forge out a concept of suffering:

Our Daily Bread has this story about Bruce Goodrich. He was
the young man who was hazed at Texas A&M to go into the
Corp and he ran and he never did get up. He fell down and
died. His dad wrote this letter to Texas A&M:

“I would like to take this opportunity to express the
appreciation of my family for the great outpouring of concern
and sympathy from Texas A&M University and the college
community over the loss of our son Bruce. We were deeply
touched by the tribute paid to him in the battalion. We were
particularly pleased to note that his Christian witness did not
go unnoticed during his brief time on campus...I hope it will
be some comfort to know that we harbor no 1ll will in the
matter. We know our God makes no mistakes. Bruce had an
appointment with the Lord and is now secure in his celestial
home. When the question is asked, ‘Why did this happen?’
perhaps one answer will be, ‘So that many will consider where
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they will spend eternity.
(From Our Daily Bread, Tuesday, March 22, 1994)
The final lesson of the Our Daily Bread:

NO TRAGEDY IS BEYOND GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY.

(From Our Daily Bread, Tuesday, March 22, 1994)

That’s one of the great things that we’re going to learn from
the book of Job.

Why do these three guys miss it so far in dealing with Job?
Why don’t they comfort him?

These three guys hold to what we can call the PATRIARCAL
PROSPERITY GOSPEL.

Now you might have heard this gospel. God’s this gigantic
computer up there in heaven you can program any way you
want to. And the way you program this great God up there in
heaven, is you be as righteous as you can and then you put
righteousness in and God’s obligated to pour riches out. God
will bless your socks off. The more righteous you are, the more
blessed you're going to be. And the more you give, the more
you’re going to get back.

That’s kind of the theology of these three guys. Now there’s
another side to that theology, and that is if you're sinning
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you’re going to suffer. And boy God really rings the chains
when you sin! You're going to suffer.

Now what’s wrong with that theology when we apply that to
poor Job? Here is a righteous man and he’s suffering, so they
take the equation and run it backwards.

“Man did you ever lay a big egg somewhere Job! You must
have really messed up to be suffering like this. Lose 10 kids,
lose all your possessions, and lose everything! Man Job, you're
really a bad guy!”

They spend their speeches beating their gums over trying to
explain to Job that he is a big sinner. If he’d just repent, God
would turn it around and it’d be wonderful. That’s the limit of
their theological orientation when it comes to understanding
suffering.

That won’t work. We're leaving an awful lot of bitter people
dying in a hospital who didn’t have enough faith to believe
that God was going to heal them. We've left an awful lot of
bitter people in the wake who will never come to God because
1t’s like God just let them die! He wasn’t interested. God really
was and He had some greater purpose in mind. It’s just that
we need to be still and try to discover what that purpose is.

The theology of these three guys 1s more important than the
relationship.

Let’s look at the text. Listen to Bildad—speaker #2—he’s
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going to drop a bomb here but it’s brief.

Bildad
v. 1 Then Bildad the Shuhite replied:

“Then Bildad the Shuhite replied:”
Round #2 or Round #3—speech #3 for Bildad.

v. 2 “Dominion and awe belong to God; he establishes
order in the heights of heaven.

“Dominion and awe belong to God; he establishes order in the
heights of heaven.”

Now what he’s saying to Job 1s, “Job, God orders this universe;
He has dominion over it. The planets move in symphony. The
sun, the moon and the stars are all out there! There’s order 1n
Zion and it works perfect! Job, you're telling me that God
made a mistake when He made you because your life doesn’t
fit the function? Is that what you’re telling us Job?”

You see all Job has said 1s, “God hasn’t been fair with me.” All
Job 1s saying, “I don’t understand why I'm going through what
I'm going through and God has not been fair with me. I'd just
like to go and present my case in His court so He could tell me
what’s right!” We're going to hear him say that again.

Bildad is just saying, and he’s saying it with a bit of sarcasm:
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“Are you telling me that God made a mistake and that your
life 1s really out of whack? And that God couldn’t take a puny
little human being like you and order your life, consistent with
His inviolable principles?”

v. 3 Can his forces be numbered? Upon whom does his
light not rise?

“Can his forces be numbered? Upon whom does his light not
rise?”

Now one of the things we've learned in these speeches is, the
questions will really help us track. Bildad’s going to ask
FOUR QUESTIONS. Let’s look at them carefully for a minute:

Question #1: “Can his forces be numbered?”

What he’s saying in essence 1s that God 1s able to do whatever
God wants to do.

Here’s an illustration. In the life of Elisha, the king of Assyria
wants to apprehend Elisha and he goes to Dothan to get him.
The servant goes out and he sees the army of Assyria around
and he comes back in and he tells the prophet Elisha: “The-
the-the-the-the army’s out there! They’ve come after us!”

Remember what Elisha says?

2 Kings 6:16
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“Don’t be afraid,...Those who are with us are more than 1s
with them.”...

You see the servant—one, two. One thousand, two thousand,
three thousand, four thousand—and then Elisha says:

2 Kings 6:17

“O Lord, open his eyes so he may see.” The Lord opened the
servant’s eyes, and he looked and he saw the hills full of
horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.

God had his unseen forces there to protect His child! That’s
what he’s saying in question #1:

“Can his forces be numbered?”

Remember when Jesus was just apprehended and Peter was
going to be Mr. Deliverer and he hacked this guy with a
sword? And the Lord said, “Put up your sword. If I needed to
be delivered”—what?—"“I could have called twelve legions of
angels.” (see Mathew 26:51-53)

Do you know how many that 1s? Seventy-two thousand angels
stand by alert, ready for just a word from the Lord. He could
have been fully delivered from the garden and from the
apprehension of these guys who came to take Him, and then
take Him to the cross.

God has His forces—Yes! And God can deliver! Nothing is
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beyond His ability to do what He wants to do in His sovereign
purpose.

Question #2: “Upon whom does his light not rise?”
Nobody’s an exception. His light rises on everybody.

v. 4 How then can a man be righteous before God? How
can one born of woman be pure?

Question #3: “How then can a man be righteous before God?”
Question #4: “How can one born of woman be pure?”

Job has said he’s “righteous.” Job didn’t say he was “pure.” He
sald he was blameless as far as he knew in his heart. But
Bildad misinterprets that to say that Job says that he’s pure.
“How then can a man be righteous?”

Well our “righteousnesses are like filthy rags” (see Isaiah
64:6) and the only way we can be made righteous and
acceptable in God’s sight i1s by the righteousness of Christ
which becomes ours by faith—Romans 1:17.

Now the speech is going to end—Ilook at this.

v. 5 If even the moon is not bright and the stars are not
pure in his eyes,
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“If even the moon is not bright and the stars are not pure in
his eyes,”

v. 6 how much less man, who is but a maggot—a son of
man, who is only a worm!”

“how much less man, who i1s but a maggot—a son of man, who
1s only a worm!”

Well thank you Bildad. He leaves man laying in the dirt like
“a maggot,” like “a worm.” Job said earlier that he’s hurting so
bad that the worms were crawling over his sores. In essence

he’s slamming Job one more real hard one with a final bullet
from Bildad.

It’s like, “This 1s what you're really like Job! You're a maggot!
You're a worm that crawls in the dirt! And the sooner you
recognize you've done some great sin then you’ll understand
that God 1s ready to actually release you from all of this
suffering and it’ll all turn out alright.”

Now we're glad Bildad 1s through. That’s the briefest speech.
Now we're getting ready for the longest speech, but don’t get
nervous. We aren’t going to look at all of it.

This is really the end of these three friends. Let’s stop for a
minute and reflect on the contribution of these three men to
Job 1n his suffering.

Now let’s put ourselves in his shoes. We’ve gone through all
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these things and we’re very near physical death—because he’s
mentioned it several times. He just doesn’t see how he’s going
to go on much longer. This has been several months now.

We can tell from some of the other dialogues that Job’s been
here, hung up on this thing, for quite a while. This isn’t
something that just happened last week. He’s been here quite
a while and he’s really hurting.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary summarizes these three
guys and their contribution to his life. Listen to these

statements:

1. They did not express any sympathy for Job.—[We don’t
ever hear them doing that.]

2. They didn’t pray for him.

3. They seemingly ignored Job’s expressions of emotional
and physical agony.

4. They talked too much and didn’t seem to listen
adequately to [his advice].

5. They became defensive and argumentative.
6. They belittled rather than encouraged Job.
7. They assumed they knew the cause of Job’s problems.
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8. They stubbornly persisted in their views of Job’s problem,
even when their ideas contradicted the facts.

9. They suggested an inappropriate solution to his problem.

10. They blamed Job and condemned him for expressing [his]
orief and [his] frustration.
(source unknown)

Job 1s ready to hang up the phone. He’s through!

These guys have just clobbered Job something fierce. It’s like
he’s had it clear up to here. We can’t blame him for what he’s
getting ready to say in this speech.

We can use “you” singular or “you” plural in the Hebrew text.
When we use “you” singular we're talking to somebody
particular. When we use “you” plural he’s splattering some
shot around all three of them.

Right away in this first chapter it’s “you” singular so he is
blasting Bildad. He is coming right back—guns loaded—in
what he’s going to say to him. And then when we get to
chapter 27, he’s going to change it to “you” plural. He’s going
to be handling all three of them in the remainder of the story.

So pick up now in chapter 26 and verse 1.

Job
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26:v. 1 Then Job replied:
“Then Job replied:”

v. 2 “How you have helped the powerless! How you
have saved the arm that is feeble!

“How you have helped the powerless! How you have saved the
arm that is feeble!”

“You know Bildad, you have done so much to help me. You
have really encouraged me by what you’ve had to say.”

If we are putting our faith and our trust in what people are
going to do for us, we are going to be disappointed. Now
granted there are lots of good people in the world, but if we're
staking our happiness and our fulfillment on what people are
going to do for us, we’re going to be an awfully frustrated
individual. And disappointed greatly in life.

Fénelon, who wrote the book Let God wrote another book
called The Seeking Heart. Listen to what he says:

(The Seeking Heart by Fénelon)

As for being disappointed in others, you must learn not to
expect so much from people. It 1s the only way to avoid
disappointment. You must take the fruit that a tree bears—
but remember that some trees only put out leaves and
caterpillars! God has an infinite amount of patience with you,
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as He does with all people. He 1s not even put off by their
resistance to Him. Try to imitate His patience and mercy.
Only imperfection is bothered by the imperfect. The more
mature you grow as a Christian the more patient you will be
toward the faults of others.

p. 149

So Job’s having a hard time.
v. 3 What advice you have offered to one without
wisdom! And what great insight you have

displayed!

“What advice you have offered to one without wisdom! And
what great insight you have displayed!”

Winston Churchill says:

(Flying Closer to the Flame by Charles R. Swindoll)

“Few things in life are more exhilarating than being shot at

without result.”
p. 120

That’s Job. He’s been shot at time and time again, but here
he’s still alive.

v. 4 Who has helped you utter these words? And whose
spirit spoke from your mouth?
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“Who has helped you utter these words? And whose spirit
spoke from your mouth?”

Now in this part of the speech there’s only going to be EIGHT
QUESTIONS. Job’s asking some critical points and almost all
of them are of Bildad because he’s using the singular. First:

Question #1: “Who has helped you utter these words?”

Who helped you make some of these astounding statements
that you've made?

Question #2: “And whose spirit spoke from your mouth?”

“I just can’t believe you guys and what you’ve had to say.
You've really missed the point!”

Erma Bombeck, when she’s talking about she and her
husband Bill, says:

(A Marriage Made in Heaven . . . Or Too Tired for an Affair by
Erma Bombeck)

In our marriage, neither of us liked to watch people throw
up. We didn’t know how to deal with our own i1llnesses—Ilet
alone anyone else’s. It was something our mothers had always
done for us.

If I announced that my eyes felt like round razor blades,
my throat was parched, my lips were cracked, and I was
burning with fever and I wanted my husband to remarry
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when I was gone, he would look at me and say, “Let me get
this straight. What you are really saying is that you want me
to pick up the cleaning.”

p. 26

We have our own little language for how we deal with it. Job
says, “You guys have said some things, but you have really
missed the point. You have to have some kind of a sacred key
to unlock the stuff you guys have been saying.”

v. 5 The dead are in deep anguish, those beneath the
waters and all that live in them.

“The dead are in deep anguish, those beneath the waters and
all that live in them.”

v. 6 Death is naked before God; Destruction lies
uncovered.

“Death 1s naked before God; Destruction lies uncovered.”
What he’s saying 1s, “I may be a maggot and a worm 1in the
dust, I can tell you this is where I'm going to end up and you
are too. And that is in physical death—we all have a common
destiny.”

Now he takes his picture and describes how he feels about this

great God of creation.
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v. 7 He spreads out the northern [skies] over empty
space; he suspends the earth over nothing.

“He spreads out the northern [skies] over empty space; he
suspends the earth over nothing.”

Gene Cernan, when he saw the world from the moon, said:

“Our world appears big and beautiful, all blue and white! You
can see from the Antarctic to the North Pole. The earth looks
so perfect. There are no strings to hold it up; there is no
fulcrum upon which it rests.”

(source unknown)

Job already said that! He said, “God, put it out there! He hung
1t on nothing.”

Now look how he describes this. This 1s beautiful.

v. 8 He wraps up the waters in his clouds, yet the
clouds do not burst under their weight.

“He wraps up the waters in his clouds, yet the clouds don’t
burst under their weight.”

v. 9 He covers the face of the full moon, spreading his
clouds over it.

“He covers the face of the full moon, spreading his clouds over
1t.”
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v. 10 He marks out the horizon on the face of the waters
for a boundary between light and darkness.

“He marks out the horizon on the face of the waters for a
boundary between light and darkness.”

v. 11 The pillars of the heavens quake, aghast at his
rebuke.

“The pillars of the heavens quake, aghast at his rebuke.”

God 1s the Creator of all of this! And He makes something
beautiful.

Neil Anderson found this little piece that humorously
1llustrates a monkey’s observation:

(Living Free in Christ by Neil T. Anderson)

Three monkeys sat in a coconut tree;
and talked of things that were said to be.
Said one to the others: “See here, you two!
There’s a rumor afloat that can’t be true,
That man descended from our lofty race,
To think of such is a great disgrace.
No monkey ever beat his wife,
or starved her child or spoiled her life;
And whoever heard of a mother monk
parking her babes for another to bunk,
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Or passing them on from one to another
till they couldn’t tell who was their mother.
And another thing you’ll never see,
1s a fence around a coconut tree.
If a fence I should build ‘round a coconut tree
starvation would force you to steal from me;
And there is another thing a monk won'’t do,
that 1s to go out at night and get on a stew;
Then use a gun, a club, or a butcher knife
to take another poor monkey’s life.
Man may have descended, the ornery cuss;
but brothers, he didn’t descend from us!”
pp. 224-5

Let’s reverse this and tell the truth about it. God is the great
Creator and He’s behind every bit of it.

v. 12 By his power he churned up the sea; by his
wisdom he cut Rahab to pieces.

“By his power he churned up the sea; and by his wisdom he
cut Rahab to pieces.”

Who’s Rahab? Is that the Rahab in Joshua?

No, no, no, no. In mythology Rahab was the goddess of the sea,
and the serpent was also a serpent of mythology. God 1is
greater than all mythology—not that Job believed in it. But
God 1s greater than all that.
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v. 13 By his breath the skies became fair; his hand
pierced the gliding serpent.

“By his breath the skies became fair;”—He blew the clouds
away!

“his hand pierced the gliding serpent.”

v. 14 And these are but the outer fringe of his works;
how faint the whisper we hear of him! Who then
can understand the thunder of his power?”

“And these are but the outer fringe of his works;”

Now look at the next phrase—get it carefully:

Question #3: “how faint the whisper we hear of him! Who then
can understand the thunder of his power?”

Do you know why Job made it through all this mess and why
he came out victorious? He always experienced a new insight
into the grace of God while he was going through it.

Have you ever lit a Roman candle and it goes “PWWW” and
out comes a ball of fire to light the night’s sky? And you stand
there for a second and “PWWW” out comes another one?

We see Job doing that through this whole book. He says:

Job 13:15

23



Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him.

“Even 1f I lose my physical life, it’s not going to affect my trust
in Him!” He’s lighting the night skies!

And then secondly, he’s saying, “You know, I believe in the
resurrection. Even though my body’s destroyed with worms,
I'm going to see Him in my flesh. My Redeemer is going to
stand on the earth in the last day!” (see Job 19:25)

And then he says:

Job 23:10

When He has tested me, I'm going to come forth as gold.

God not only is one we can trust, God 1is not only the God of
the living—the resurrection—but He’s a God of the test! And

then he speaks about the rod of God—He’s the God of
discipline. He’s the God who chastens.

But now isn’t this beautiful? He says it’s like, “God You see it
all up there! You're the great Creator! And I can hear You
whisper. I hear that little voice. That’s all I need.”

Isaiah 30:21

Thine ears shall hear a word behind thee saying, “This is the
way, walk ye in it. When you turn to the right hand and when
24



you turn to the left.”

When’s the last time you heard God really speak to you? You
haven’t been still enough?

Psalm 46:10

Be still and know that I'm God.

“Christ 1s all and in all.” (ref. Colossians 3:11b) He’s all that a
man needs, and He’s in all that a man does. Now why can’t we
practice that? Why can’t He be all that we really need and all
that has meaning to life? And if everything was gone and we
had only Him, wouldn’t that be enough?

That’s what Job’s saying. He’s lit the night skies. He senses a
whisper, and 1t’s a whisper from the God who loves him and
who really cares, and it’s going to be beautiful.

27:v.1 And Job continued his discourse:
“Job continued his discourse:”

v. 2 “As surely as God lives, who has denied me justice,
the Almighty, who has made me taste bitterness of
soul,

“As surely as God lives,”—and he tells us two things that
God’s done to him—“who has denied me justice, the Almighty,
who has made me taste bitterness of soul,”
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“I just wanted a hearing before the Judge and He hasn’t given
me a hearing. He’s made me taste bitterness of soul.”

When Joy Davidman died, C. S. Lewis’ wife, in his book Grief
Observed he says:

Tonight all the hells of young grief have opened again; the
mad words, the bitter resentment, the fluttering in the
stomach, the nightmare unreality, the wallowed-in tears. For
in grief, nothing ‘stays put.” One keeps on emerging from a
phase, but it always recurs. Round and round. Everything
repeats. Am I going in circles, or dare I hope I am on a spiral?
But if a spiral, am I going up or down it?
(source unknown)

Job 1s certainly like that in what he’s saying. There’s
“bitterness.”

But look what he says. He’s heard a whisper, so he’s going to
say some stuff that’s really great so hang onto it! Let it

encourage you.

v. 3 as long as I have life within me, the breath of God
in my nostrils,

“as long as I have life within me, the breath of God in my
nostrils,”
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v. 4 my lips will not speak wickedness, and my tongue
will utter no deceit.

“my lips will not speak wickedness, and my tongue will utter
no deceit.”

These guys have said he’s wicked and he’s deceitful and he’s
done all these things, he needs to repent of them, and it’s
going to be alright. And he says, “I'm going to tell you
something. I don’t care how long I live, I'm not going to ‘speak
wickedness, and my tongue will not utter deceit.” I'm not going

to confess something that I'm not guilty of just to get you guys
off my back.”

v. 5 I will never admit you are in the right; till I die, I
will not deny my integrity.

“I will never admit you are in the right; till I die, I will not
deny my integrity.”

Go for 1t! Wow! What a witness! That’s the title of this series—=
Press on and Persevere.

He’s got the finish in view. He’s just turned the corner and he
can see the finish line. We can anticipate the victory, even
though we haven’t read the rest of the book because of what
Job’s doing right here.

Until right now, “till I die,” I will not sacrifice my integrity.
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That’s almost like what Rudyard Kipling had in mind when he
wrote that little poetic piece “If”:

If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,;
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Or, being lied about, don’t deal 1n lies,
Or, being hated, don’t give way to hating,
And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise;

If you can dream...and not make dreams your master;
If you can think...and not make thoughts your aim;
If you can meet with triumph and disaster
And treat those two impostors just the same;
If you can bear to hear the truth you've spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,
Or watch the things you gave your life to broken,
And stoop and build ‘em up with worn-out tools;...

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,

Or walk with kings...nor lose the common touch;
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you;

If all men count with you, but none too much;
If you can fill the unforgiving minute

With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run—
Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,

And...what is more...you’ll be a Man, my son!
(source unknown)
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That’s Job. We have great admiration for him because of
where he 1s right now and what he’s saying. Look at the next
one. This gets better. Job’s on a roll.

v. 6 I will maintain my righteousness and never let go
of it; my conscience will not reproach me as long as
Ilive.

“I will maintain my righteousness and I'll never let go of it; my
conscience will not reproach me as long as I live.”

Talk about a righteous man. He says, “I'm hanging onto three
things. I don’t care what happens.”

1. In verse 5—“I'm hanging onto my INTEGRITY. I don’t

care 1f my wife tells me to let go of my integrity and curse God
and die. I'm not going to do it.”

2. “I'm going to hang onto my RIGHTEOUSNESS”—verse 6.
3. “It's my CONSCIENCE and it’s clear.”

Acts 24:16

Herein do I exercise myself to have a conscience void of offense
toward God and toward men.

It’s amazing in our country that conscience and character
don’t mean very much.
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Listen to these words of George Washington:

(The Book of Virtues by William J. Bennett)

Labor to keep alive in your breast that little spark of celestial
fire called [a] conscience.

p. 78

Job’s saying, “my conscience 1s clear and what I hear is very,
very clear.”

v. 7 May my enemies be like the wicked, my adversaries
like the unjust!

“May my enemies be like the wicked, my adversaries like the
unjust!”

Maybe he’s talking about these three guys without mentioning
any names?

v. 8 For what hope has the godless when he is cut off,
when God takes away his life?

Question #4: For what hope has the godless when he is cut off;
when God takes away his life?”

If we’re without Christ, realize that because we've been given
the gift of life God can take it any time He wants to.
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You can mess with your life just so long, and then comes the
time:

“For what hope has the godless when he is cut off, when God
takes away his life?”

There’s one way to stay out of hell, but there’s no way to get
out of it once you're there.

Job realizes that.

Question #4: “what hope has the godless when he is cut off,
when God takes away his life?”

v. 9 Does God listen to his cry when distress comes
upon him?

Question #5: “Does God listen to his cry when distress comes
upon him?”

Does He? Oh yes He does!

The thief on the cross says, “Just remember me when you
come into His Kingdom.” And the Lord responds by saying,
“Today you’ll be with me in the Paradise.” (ref. Luke 23:42, 43)

Remember the tax collector says, “God be merciful to me a

sinner.” And the Lord says, “He went down to his house
justified.” (ref. Luke 18:13, 14)
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Yes, God does hear the cry of distress!

v. 10 Will he find delight in the Almighty? Will he call
upon God at all times?

Question #6: “Will he find delight in the Almighty?”
Question #7: “Will he call upon God at all times?”

v. 11 I will teach you about the power of God; the ways
of the Almighty I will not conceal.

“I want to teach you something about the power of God;” Job
says.

Now watch what he says.

v. 12 You have all seen this yourselves. Why then this
meaningless talk?

“You have all seen this yourselves.”
Question #8: “Why then this meaningless talk?”

That summarizes all their speeches and that’s how he feels.
Job wraps 1t up on a roll—here he goes.

v. 13 Here is the fate God allots to the wicked, the
heritage a ruthless man receives from the Almighty:
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“Here 1s the fate that God allots to the wicked, the heritage a
ruthless man receives from the Almighty:”

v. 14 However many his children, their fate is the
sword; his offspring will never have enough to eat.

“However many his children, their fate is the sword; his
offspring will never have enough to eat.”

v. 15 The plague will bury those who survive him, and
their widows will not weep for them.

“The plague will bury those who survive him, and their
widows will not weep for them.”

v. 16 Though he heaps up silver like dust and clothes
like piles of clay,

“Though he heaps up silver like dust and clothes like piles of
clay,”

v. 17 what he lays up the righteous will wear, and the
innocent will divide his silver.

“what he lays up the righteous will wear, and the innocent
will divide his silver.”

v. 18 The house he builds is like a moth’s cocoon, like a
hut made by a watchman.
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“The house he builds 1s like a moth’s cocoon, like a hut made
by a watchman.”

v. 19 He lies down wealthy, but will do so no more;
when he opens his eyes, all is gone.

“He lies down wealthy, but will do so no more; when he opens
his eyes, all is gone.”

v. 20 Terrors overtake him like a flood; a tempest
snatches him away in the night.

“Terrors overtake him like a flood; a tempest snatches him
away in the night.”

v. 21 The east wind carries him off, and he is gone; it
sweeps him out of his place.

“The east wind carries him off, and he is gone; it sweeps him
out of his place.”

v. 22 It hurls itself against him without mercy as he
flees headlong from its power.

“It hurls itself against him without mercy and he flees
headlong from its power.”

v. 23 It claps its hands in derision and hisses him out of
his place.
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“It claps 1ts hands in derision and hisses him out of his place.”

“You three guys are going to be hissed and laughed off of the
stage.”

We have twelve lessons that come out of our text.

Lesson #1: How man is declared righteous before God is by
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Lesson #2: The advice of Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar has been
offered without wisdom.

Lesson #3: Nothing the three have had to say has helped to
relieve Job’s burden of suffering.

Lesson #4: God 1s the majestic Creator of it all.

Lesson #5: Job says, “How faint the whisper we hear of

him!” This reminds us of the words of the psalmist, who says,
“Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10).

Lesson #6: Job still maintains that God has not been fair with
him in the display of His justice in his case.

Lesson #7: Job confesses to a bitterness of soul.

Lesson #8: As long as he lives, he will not speak wickedness
nor utter deceit.
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Lesson #9: As long as he lives, he will never admit that they
are right about him being a sinner in need of repentance.

Lesson #10: As long as he lives, he will maintain his integrity.

Lesson #11: As long as he lives, he will maintain his
righteousness and his clear conscience.

Lesson #12: Job 1s now going to teach them “about the
power of God; and the ways of the Almighty.”

Larry Crabb wrote a book called Finding God and basically
1t’s the struggle of trying to deal with the loss of his brother in
a plane crash. This i1s what he says:

(Finding God by Larry Crabb, Jr.)

We Christians cannot talk about loving God until we come
to grips with our raging passion for ourselves. We cannot and
will not love anyone but ourselves until we meet God in a way
that stirs us to race after him with single-minded intensity,
until our deepest desire is to get to know him better.

And that’s our problem. In a culture so thoroughly
devoted to life now, and in a church drenched with teaching on
self-improvement and building happier lives, we can’t easily
develop a passion for something other than our immediate
satisfaction. The historic church, in its role as an embassy of a
foreign kingdom, taught that the chief end of people is to
glorify God and enjoy him forever; the modern church too
often teaches that the chief end of God is to gratify people.
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p. 46

That’s the patriarchal prosperity gospel that these three guys
have represented.

Now listen to Fénelon one more time:

(The Seeking Heart by Fénelon)

You must let go of your restlessness, your excessive
curiosity, your longing for success, and your habit of collecting
things that stoke your ego.

The best way to let go of these things 1s to cultivate an
inner silence where you may come to experience your Lord’s
presence. If you do this every day of your life, you will make
real progress in denying yourself.

Sitting in your Lord’s presence will calm you, soften your
temper, humble your know-it-all attitude, and restrain your
1mpatience. You will be made aware of your Lord, and the
needs of your neighbor. God has blessed you in making you so
sensitive. Things that would hardly bother other people touch
you to the core. You are troubled or pleased by nothing
halfway! But I warn you to guard yourself against your likes
and dislikes since they are so passionately expressed.

p. 92

Let’s conclude with a letter from a mother to a prodigal son.
Since we talked about parenting in the beginning, let’s end

with that.
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(Fresh Elastic for Stretched Out Moms by Barbara Johnson)

My Dear Prodigal Son:

Since you left home for the far country, your room in my
heart 1s haunted with memories. One of those memories is of a
time 1n the kitchen of our home. You were about two and a
half years old. Although the issue that ignited the episode has
been long forgotten, the war of our wills 1s as vivid as though
1t were yesterday.

In response to my instructions, you stretched your
independence to a full two feet of toddler flesh, and defiantly
refused to obey. Because your height did not intimidate me,
you exerted the force of your young will against mine by
throwing a “terrible twos” temper tantrum.

With maternal wisdom—or desperation—I sent you to
your room with the command to “stay there until you are
finished,” finished meaning, “until you are ready to obey.”

You trudged off with a stubborn swagger to your chubby
walk. How long you stayed, I don’t remember, but to a waiting
mother, it seemed like a very long time.

What went on in your little mind and heart, I will never
know, but finally I heard the door creak, and I watched as you
came down the hall to the kitchen, ever so slowly. No longer
was there any stubbornness in your walk, nor was there any
swagger 1n your voice when you said, “I'm finished now,
Mommy.”

Now you are twenty-three years old, my son, and I am
waiting in the kitchen of my heart, watching for the door of
your resistance to God’s love to open, listening for those words
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of surrender, “I'm finished now, Father.”

With love and anticipation,
MOM

p. 148

Father, we pray if there’s someone without a personal
relationship to the Lord Jesus, and they have to admit that
they’ve been playing with You on their terms, that You'd
really speak to them. That they would realize that they’re
living because of Your patience and grace right now. You've
given them the gift of life and they’ve lived it to this point for
themselves. And we pray that they’d respond to the Savior.
That they would pray that prayer of invitation and allow
Jesus Christ to come into their lives. And Father for we who
are believers that get all mixed up about what’s happening in
the world around us and what happens in our personal lives,
we pray that You'd help us to forge a proper concept of
complete trust in You. That You are the God of resurrection,
that You are the God who disciplines us and tests us. But
You're also the God that speaks in the faint whisper. When we
fill our mouths with so many arguments and so much
bitterness and resentment, we just need to be still and let you
speak afresh. Father thank You that You really are enough.
You're all that we really need. Thank You that that was
provided for us on Calvary’s Cross. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
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A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Seventeen — Job 25:1-27:23

NOTES
Bildad
v. 1 Then Bildad the Shuhite replied:
v. 2 “Dominion and awe belong to God; he establishes order in the
heights of heaven.
v. 3 Can his forces be numbered? Upon whom does his light not
rise?
v. 4 How then can a man be righteous before God? How can one
born of woman be pure?
v. 5 If even the moon is not bright and the stars are not pure in his
eyes,
v. 6 how much less man, who is but a maggot—a son of man, who
1s only a worm!”

Job

26:v. 1 Then Job replied:

v. 2 “How you have helped the powerless! How you have saved the
arm that is feeble!

v. 3 What advice you have offered to one without wisdom! And
what great insight you have displayed!

v. 4 Who has helped you utter these words? And whose spirit spoke
from your mouth?

v. 5 The dead are in deep anguish, those beneath the waters and
all that live in them.

v. 6 Death is naked before God; Destruction lies uncovered.

v. 7 He spreads out the northern [skies] over empty space; he
suspends the earth over nothing.

v. 8 He wraps up the waters in his clouds, yet the clouds do not
burst under their weight.

v. 9 He covers the face of the full moon, spreading his clouds over
it.
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v. 10 He marks out the horizon on the face of the waters for a
boundary between light and darkness.

v. 11 The pillars of the heavens quake, aghast at his rebuke.

v. 12 By his power he churned up the sea; by his wisdom he cut
Rahab to pieces.

v. 13 By his breath the skies became fair; his hand pierced the
gliding serpent.

v. 14 And these are but the outer fringe of his works; how faint the
whisper we hear of him! Who then can understand the thunder of
his power?”

27:v. 1 And Job continued his discourse:

v. 2 “As surely as God lives, who has denied me justice, the
Almighty, who has made me taste bitterness of soul,

v. 3 as long as I have life within me, the breath of God in my
nostrils,

v. 4 my lips will not speak wickedness, and my tongue will utter no
deceit.

v. 5 I will never admit you are in the right; till I die, I will not deny
my integrity.

v. 6 I will maintain my righteousness and never let go of it; my
conscience will not reproach me as long as I live.

v. 7 May my enemies be like the wicked, my adversaries like the
unjust!

v. 8 For what hope has the godless when he is cut off, when God
takes away his life?

v. 9 Does God listen to his cry when distress comes upon him?

v. 10 Will he find delight in the Almighty? Will he call upon God at
all times?

v. 11 I will teach you about the power of God; the ways of the
Almighty I will not conceal.

v. 12 You have all seen this yourselves. Why then this meaningless
talk?

v. 13 Here is the fate God allots to the wicked, the heritage a
ruthless man receives from the Almighty:

v. 14 However many his children, their fate is the sword; his
offspring will never have enough to eat.

v. 15 The plague will bury those who survive him, and their
widows will not weep for them.

v. 16 Though he heaps up silver like dust and clothes like piles of
clay,
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NOTES

v. 17 what he lays up the righteous will wear, and the innocent
will divide his silver.

v. 18 The house he builds is like a moth’s cocoon, like a hut made
by a watchman.

v. 19 He lies down wealthy, but will do so no more; when he opens
his eyes, all is gone.

v. 20 Terrors overtake him like a flood; a tempest snatches him
away in the night.

v. 21 The east wind carries him off, and he is gone; it sweeps him
out of his place.

v. 22 It hurls itself against him without mercy as he flees headlong
from its power.

v. 23 It claps its hands in derision and hisses him out of his place.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Job 25:1-27:23 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. How does Bildad describe God, according to chapter 25:2?

3. What two key questions does Bildad ask in verse 47
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4. What questions does Job ask in chapter 26:4?

Copyright © 2023 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,

paraphrased and summarized material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.

Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately
attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been compiled by Ronnie Marroquin.
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5. What two things has God done, according to Job in

6. What commitment does Job make in verses 5 & 6?

7. What does Job say that he will do, according to verse 117
8. What happens to the wicked, according to verse 19?

chapter 27:2?




9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: How man is declared righteous before God is by
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

LESSON #2: The advice of Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar has
been offered without wisdom.

LESSON #3: Nothing the three have had to say has helped to
relieve Job’s burden of suffering.

LESSON #4: God is the majestic Creator of it all.
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LESSON #5: Job says, “How faint the whisper we hear of
him!” This reminds us of the words of the psalmist, who
says, “Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10).

LESSON #6: Job still maintains that God has not been fair with
him in the display of His justice in his case.

LESSON #7: Job confesses to a bitterness of soul.

LESSON #8: As long as he lives, he will not speak wickedness
nor utter deceit.

LESSON #9: As long as he lives, he will never admit that they
are right about him being a sinner in need of repentance.

LESSON #10: As long as he lives, he will maintain his integrity.

LESSON #11: As long as he lives, he will maintain his
righteousness and his clear conscience.

LESSON #12: Job 1s now going to teach them “about the
power of God; and the ways of the Almighty.”
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