A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On
“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Eighteen — Job 28:1-29:25

Swindoll’s written a book called Flying Closer to the Flame
and 1n 1t he says:

(Flying Closer to the Flame by Charles R. Swindoll)

Working through i1s always...more painful than walking
[away]. But in the end... what confident honesty, what calm
assurance, what character depth!

p. 233

There’s a book written by a couple of businessmen called
Credibility and they say in the book:

(Credibility by James M. Kouzes and Barry Z. Posner)

Reality may mean that we have lost a loved one or that we are
disabled; it does not have to mean that we have been

sentenced to a life of misery.
p. 225

And yet too often we are.



(Credibility by James M. Kouzes and Barry Z. Posner)

For leaders and constituents alike, suffering breeds
increased passion for the goal or cause.
p. 232

We call what we're looking at as “Job’s Last Stand.”

This 1s all Job’s going to say. When this speech is over the text
says the “words of Job are ended.”

Now where have we been? Well if we look at the book of Job
and if you’ll remember when we studied together earlier in the
book, we took each of the speeches and we played them back
and forth.

To refresh our memory, Job in a 24-hour period lost all of his
possessions. He lost everything that he had, and then he lost
his ten kids on the top of that. And if we can imagine
rummaging through the results of a tornado and looking for
the ten bodies of your kids so we can have ten funerals, we get
an idea of what Job’s been through.

Shortly thereafter he was afflicted physically—covered all
over his body with puss-filled sores. He was found at the ash
heap at the local dump, scratching with broken pieces of
pottery just to try to survive.

Three of his friends found out about his problem and they
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made the trip to comfort, but it turned to confrontation. We
sald men can go through anything as long as they know they
have their wives at home.

Job has one problem. He married a woman with the spiritual
gift of discouragement. Because after all of this, she says,

“Curse God and die.” (ref. Job 2:9)

Now Job’s all alone with nothing that he can hang onto in
interpersonal relationships. He is faced with these three guys
who’ve come to comfort him as business associates.

We call them the CRUDE, the BAD and the UGLY.
There’s:

Eliphaz the Exterminator,

Bildad the Brutal, and

Zophar the Zapper.

These three guys have had two shots each at Job. In round #1
of the desert discourses, Eliphaz spoke then Job spoke, then

Bildad spoke and Job spoke. Then Zophar spoke and then Job
spoke. This 1s Job’s eighth and final speech.

They’ve gone through two rounds—each of the guys had two

shots. Eliphaz had three shots, and Bildad in the last study

had his final word. It was only six verses long. Zophar’s afraid
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to say anything. So now Job i1s giving his final speech.

When Job finishes this speech, there’s a young guy who’s
going to come out of the woodwork by the name of Elihu that
has a few things to say and then God’s going to wrap the book

up.

We titled the series “Persevere and Press On.” The reason Job
survived is that every once in a while we would sense in Job
that he was having special grace given to him by the Lord, or
he had an insight as to what was going on in his life to help
him keep going.

He’s had about three or four of those. He starts singing, “This
little light of mine, I'm going to let it shine. Won’t let Satan
blow it out.” He would light the night skies with another
volley from his Roman candle.

He says:

Job 13:15

Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him...

No matter what happens, Job 1s going to trust in the Lord.

INSIGHT #2 1s the insight with regard to the
RESURRECTION. Listen to these words:

Job 19:25-27




I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will
stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed,
yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my
own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns within
me!

A little later 1n Job 21:9 he speaks about the “rod of God” and
he recognizes that discipline can be part of suffering. Suffering
can teach us to trust.

Suffering can be accepted when we realize we have the future
resurrection and this isn’t all there is! We know our Redeemer

lives and there 1s a future beyond this life. That brought
comfort to Job.

Thirdly, he speaks of the “rod of God.” For many of us as we're
going through life, God trains us with adversity and suffering
that comes into our life. We can endure chastening when we
know that peaceful fruit is going to come from it.

He speaks of it in:

Job 21:9

...the rod of God is not upon them.

But 1t’s on Job.

Hebrews 12:6 says:



Hebrews 12:6

For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He
scourges every son whom He receives.”

The next insight is the high point of the whole book.
In Job 23:10, listen to what he says:

Job 23:10

He knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will
come forth as gold.

He sees it as a test. Not only to trust, not only to see the
resurrection, not only to see discipline, but God 1is
administering a test. God 1s a God of the test. God did test
Abram. God tests us time and time again in our lives to
measure the progress of our spiritual growth and
development.

INSIGHT #5 1s WISDOM. Job is talking about wisdom in our
study.

What a beautiful chapter for us to look at together, because
the one thing that is desperately needed by all of us when we
face unexplainable circumstances and great adversity is
wisdom—how to work our way THROUGH IT, not to work our
way OUT OF IT. God is using it for some purpose to enrich
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our lives. The one thing we need 1s wisdom.

James 1:5

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all
men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to
him.

Let’s talk about WISDOM for just a second from James 3 and
then we’ll jump into the verse-by-verse.

James 3:14-16

If you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart,
don’t be arrogant and lie against the truth. This wisdom is not
that which comes from above, but it’s earthly, natural,
demonic. For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there
1s disorder and every evil thing.

What we need as individuals is the DIVINE PERSPECTIVE.
The more we know the divine perspective, the more we're able
to relate to the curriculum that a sovereign God 1s allowing to
go on 1n our lives. For Job to get to this point in his
brokenness, in his devastation, in all of his losses, to say
wisdom 1s the epitome of it—to just know how we can glorify
God and understand what God’s doing.

That’s a wisdom which 1s from below. James 3:17 and 18 tell
us about the wisdom which 1s from above. Listen to this:



James 3:17, 18

The wisdom from above is first pure, then it’s peaceable, 1t’s
gentle, it’s reasonable, i1t’s full of mercy and good fruits, it’s
unwavering and without hypocrisy. And the seed whose fruit
1s righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.

The wisdom from above.

When we talk about the wisdom that we're getting ready to
look at, the first thing Job is going to tell us is wisdom isn’t
just something that’s on the surface. We have to dig for it. We
have to mine 1it. We have to work to get it. He’s going to use a
mining operation to show us that the diamonds and the gold
are just not laying out on the ground for us to scrape up like
the manna in the wilderness, but we have to work for 1t.

We need to mine the scriptures like we never have before in
order to hear what God’s trying to say to us and to help us to
understanding in our life.

When we go through difficult circumstances in our lives, this
1s the challenge. Where do we go to try to find your answers?
Do we immediately run to our friends and try to get them to
give us help and wisdom? That’s a good resource because we're
brothers and sisters in the body of Christ.

But where’s our first source? Our first source 1s the scripture,
and for us to mine i1t because 1t’s the Father’s mind. We will
then have wisdom to be able to relate to what’s going on.
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Annie Johnson Flint said it so well:

I prayed for strength, and then I lost awhile
All sense of nearness, human and divine;
The love I leaned on failed and pierced my heart,
The hands I clung to loosed themselves from mine;
But while I swayed, weak, trembling, and alone,
The everlasting arms upheld my own.

I prayed for light; the sun went down in clouds,
The moon was darkened by a misty doubt,
The stars of heaven were dimmed by earthly fears,
And all my little candle flames burned out;

But while I sat in shadow, wrapped in night,
The face of Christ made all the darkness bright.

I prayed for peace, and dreamed of restful ease,
A slumber drugged from pain, a hushed repose;
Above my head the skies were black with storm,
And fiercer grew the onslaught of my foes;
But while the battle raged, and wild winds blew,
I heard His voice and perfect peace I knew.

I thank thee, Lord, Thou wert too wise to heed
My feeble prayers, and answer as I sought,
Since these rich gifts Thy bounty has bestowed
Have brought me more than all I asked or thought;
Giver of good, so answer each request,
With Thine own giving, better than my best.
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(source unknown)

God does know what He’s doing. We need wisdom to relate to
1t.

Now if we don’t have the wisdom, what happens to us? We get
bitter and resentful and we start getting mad at God for what
He’s allowing to go on in our life. Shame on us when we get
angry at God because He’s not operating on our agenda and
He’s not doing what we think He ought to be doing!

The real thing i1s, we haven’t taken time to go to the source of
wisdom to discover, so that in a deepening relationship we can
be triumphant and victorious in those circumstances for the
glory of God. That’s what the challenge i1s that’s before us as
believers and for Job.

v. 1 There is a mine for silver and a place where gold is
refined.

“There 1s a mine for silver and a place where gold 1s refined.”

v. 2 Iron is taken from the earth, and copper is smelted
from ore.

“Iron 1s taken from the earth, and copper is smelted from ore.”

v. 3 Man puts an end to the darkness; he searches the
farthest recesses for ore in the blackest darkness.
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“Man puts an end to the darkness; he searches the farthest
recesses for ore in the blackest darkness.”

v. 4 Far from where people dwell he cuts a shaft, in
places forgotten by the foot of man; far from men he
dangles and sways.

“Far from where people dwell he cuts a shaft, in places
forgotten by the foot of man; far from men he dangles and
sways.”

He’s down here in this deep shaft looking for diamonds,
looking for ore and precious metals like gold and silver. He’s
swaying on these ropes, down in the bowels of the earth—
searching for these things.

v. 5 The earth, from which food comes, is transformed
below as by fire;

“The earth, from which food comes, 1s transformed below as by
fire;”

v. 6 sapphires come from its rocks, and its dust
contains nuggets of gold.

“sapphires come from its rocks, and its dust contains nuggets
of gold.”

v. 7 No bird of prey knows that hidden path, no falcon’s
eye has seen it.
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“No bird of prey knows that hidden path, no falcon’s eye has
seen it.”

v. 8 Proud beasts do not set foot on it, and no lion
prowls there.

“Proud beasts do not set foot on i1t, and no lion prowls there.”

v. 9 Man’s hand assaults the flinty rock and lays bare
the roots of the mountains.

“Man’s hand assaults the flinty rock and lays bare the roots of:
the mountains.”

v. 10 He tunnels through the rock; his eyes see all its
treasures.

“He tunnels through the rock; his eyes see all its treasures.”

v. 11 He searches the sources of the rivers and brings
hidden things to light.

“He searches the sources of the rivers and brings hidden
things to light.”

What is 1t? We have to mine it if it’s precious and it’s valuable.
We want the diamonds, we want the rubies and the sapphires,
and we want the gold and the silver. We have to work for it!

We have to dig into the bowels of the earth to find it.
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Watch what he’s getting ready to say now.
Where 1s wisdom found?

v. 12 But where can wisdom be found? Where does
understanding dwell?

“But where can wisdom be found? Where does understanding
dwell?”

Job at this point in the speech is going to ask FOUR
QUESTIONS, and they're both the same. We're going to find
the first two questions are here 1in verse 12 and then he asks
the same two questions almost exactly down in verse 20.
Question #1: “where can wisdom be found?”

Question #2: “Where does understanding dwell?”

Now let’s go over to the book of Proverbs. Listen to Solomon as
he speaks about wisdom:

Proverbs 3:13-15

Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains
understanding, for she [that is wisdom or understanding] is
more profitable than silver and yields better returns than
gold. She 1s more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can
compare with her.
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Proverbs 8:11

for wisdom 1s more precious than rubies, and nothing you
desire can compare with her.

Proverbs 16:16

How much better to get wisdom than gold, to choose
understanding rather than silver!

If we as believers would just listen to this we wouldn’t be such
an embarrassment to God in what’s going on in our lives! It’s
almost like as we come together, who can upstage the other on
what great adversity and difficulty we're going through.

We get such therapy by just continuing to talk about! We
wouldn’t have to do so much of that if we could just discover
the wisdom that God has for us to be able to walk through the
circumstances and glorify God in the midst of it, and praise
His name for what He 1s accomplishing in the task. So we
don’t lose our trust in Him, so we don’t forget that there 1s a
life after this and there is resurrection. No matter how bad it
1s, we have a future and we need to know 1t. He does test us
and chasten us along the way. But the biggest thing we need
1s wisdom to relate to what He has allowed without losing our
relationship with Him, and the confidence we have in His
ability to do all things well in our lives.

Do you see what we're saying? That’s why this chapter is so
14



crucial to the whole thing.

v. 13 Man does not comprehend its worth; it cannot be
found in the land of the living.

“Man does not comprehend its worth; it cannot be found in the
land of the living.”

v. 14 The deep says, ‘It is not in me’; the sea says, ‘It is
not with me.

“The deep says, “It 1s not in me”; the sea says, “It is not with

2999

me.

v. 15 It cannot be bought with the finest gold, nor can
its price be weighed in silver.

“It cannot be bought with the finest gold, nor can its price be
welghed 1n silver.”

v. 16 It cannot be bought with the gold of Ophir, with
precious onyx or sapphires.

“It cannot be bought with the gold of Ophir, with precious
onyx or sapphires.”

We can’t buy wisdom.
v. 17 Neither gold nor crystal can compare with it, nor

can it be had for jewels of gold.
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“Neither gold nor crystal can compare with it, nor can it be
had for jewels of gold.”

v. 18 Coral and jasper are not worthy of mention; the
price of wisdom is beyond rubies.

“Coral and jasper are not worthy of mention; the price of
wisdom 1s beyond rubies.”

v. 19 The topaz of Cush cannot compare with it; it
cannot be bought with pure gold.

“The topaz of Cush cannot compare with it; it cannot be
bought with pure gold.”

Here come those two questions one more time.

v. 20 Where then does wisdom come from? Where does
understanding dwell?

“Where then does wisdom come from? Where does
understanding dwell?”

Alright Job, you’ve enticed us. You've created this thirst, this
hunger, this desire to vindicate God by what He’s allowed in
our lives—so we're a good witness for Him. Now where does
this wisdom and understanding come from?
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v. 21 It is hidden from the eyes of every living thing,
concealed even from the birds of the air.

“It 1s hidden from the eyes of every living thing, concealed
even from the birds of the air.”

v. 22 Destruction and Death say, ‘Only a rumor of it has
reached our ears.’

“Destruction and Death say, “Only a rumor of it has reached

2990

our ears.

v. 23 God understands the way to it and he alone knows
where it dwells,

“God understands the way to it and he alone knows where 1t
dwells,”

If we’re going to have wisdom we have to go to God to get the
wisdom. God has written a wonderful book that can give us
traces of that wisdom that’s been left behind, that’s sweeter
than honey and more precious than gold that perishes.

Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar haven’t found it and they haven’t
done anything to help Job. All three of them have felt that
their theology was more important than their relationship to
Job. All three of them have condemned him of the most
atrocious acts to demonstrate that their patriarchal prosperity
gospel 1s right—when we suffer it’s a result of sin.
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Sin goes into the computer and suffering comes out. Because
Job 1s suffering he’s a great sinner. If Job would repent of that
sin, then everything would be fine.

That’s not the wisdom of God. Any more than we put
righteousness in our computer, we're going to get riches out—
1s a truth of scripture in the sense that we can be guaranteed
that our bottom line 1s going to increase the more righteous
we become.

With that kind of theology, these three guys have not spoken
the wisdom of God. In fact, those three guys are going to come
back into the study. We're going to hear God have a little chat
with them and straighten them out for some of the things that
they’'ve had to say to Job for all of this.

Proverbs 11:2

When pride comes, then comes disgrace,
but with humility comes wisdom.

“God understands the way to it and he alone knows where 1t
dwells,”

v. 24 for he views the ends of the earth and sees
everything under the heavens.

“for he views the ends of the earth and sees everything under
the heavens.”
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Proverbs 11:2

When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility
comes wisdom.

James 1:5

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God...
Why? Because God’s the source of it. God has it.

We are never going to get wisdom by asking God why He
allowed something to go on in our life. We’re only going to get
wisdom when you ask God what we need to do to effectively
relate to what He has allowed.

Change our “WHYs” to “WHAT” and then we’re going to be a
recipient of wisdom. As long as we are stubborn and we have
our heels dug in and we’re bitter and resentful toward God for
what He’s allowed, we're not going to get an answer. The
sovereign God of the universe is not obligated to tell creation
why He allows certain things in His agenda at certain times
for His purpose and glory!

The only thing we can ask for and expect to receive is wisdom
from Him to relate to what He has sovereignly and lovingly
allowed to go on in our lives. That is everything that’s gone on
1n our life—without exception.

God only knows! And that’s alright—we trust Him! He can
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slay us and we’ll trust Him! We’ll love Him. God knows.
Somebody said:

“Any man can tell how many seeds there are in an apple, but
God only knows how many apples there are in a seed.”
(source unknown)

That’s the way it 1s with wisdom. God alone knows why He
allows 1t. Why does God have this wisdom and understanding?
Look at the next verse—it’s great!

Why does he have the wisdom? Look at the next verse.

“he views the ends of the earth and sees everything under the
heavens.”

He’s got the big picture!

We're down here groveling on this earth in the forest and we
can’t see the big picture! But God does! He’s the only one that
has that perspective. As He looks down on our life, He knows
exactly when we’re born and He knows when we’re going to
die. He has a path for us to follow! The wisdom we need can
only come from Him because He’s the only one who sees it all!
He has the divine perspective.

“he views the ends of the earth and he sees everything under
the heavens.”
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Hebrews 4:13

...all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him with whom
we have to do.

v. 25 When he established the force of the wind and
measured out the waters,

“When he established the force of the wind and measured out
the waters,”

v. 26 when he made a decree for the rain and a path for
the thunderstorm,

“when he made a decree for the rain and a path for the
thunderstorm,”

v. 27 then he looked at wisdom and appraised it; he
confirmed it and tested it.

“then he looked at wisdom and appraised it; he confirmed it
and tested 1t.”

v. 28 And he said to man, ‘The fear of the Lord—that is
wisdom, and to shun evil is understanding.”

“And he said to man, ‘The fear of the Lord—that 1s wisdom,
and to shun evil is understanding.””

Respect God’s right to withhold the wisdom until we mine it
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and ask for it. He gives wisdom to those who “shun evil.”

Now remember when we studied the first part of Job. There
were two things that were said about Job. He feared God and
he shunned evil. He is the epitome of the wisdom of God to
this point! And so wisdom is going to come to Job before all of
this is over.

Before we get to chapter 29 and the finish of the study, let’s
make one statement that will help us understand the
preciousness of wisdom—because we have just finished

walking through one of the greatest chapters in the book of
Job.

When we are busily engaged in looking for a way out of
circumstances, we don’t need any wisdom for a way through
those circumstances.

When we are busy looking for a way OUT of our
circumstances, we don’t need any wisdom for a way

THROUGH.

God designed life for us to go THROUGH the fiery furnace
and He’d go with us THROUGH IT, along with Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego.

Isaiah 43:2

When thou passes through the rivers they shall not overflow,
and through the fire thou shalt not be burned. Neither shall
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the flame kindle upon thee.

God 1s in the business of taking us THROUGH these things,
not taking us around them or changing our circumstances to
make us more comfortable.

29:v. 1 Job continued his discourse:
“Job continued his discourse:”

v. 2 “How I long for the months gone by, for the days
when God watched over me,

“How I long for the months gone by, for the days when God
watched over me,”

Now what happens when we start really hurting? We start
thinking about how it was just back a few months ago, or just
a year or two ago. One of the hardest parts of grief is to turn
loose of the past and believe there 1s a present and a future we
can glorify God in the midst of that. Job’s going there right
Nnow.

Even though he knows where wisdom resides, his heart is
pulling him back. We have the HEAD in chapter 28, and the
HEART in chapter 29. The power of these emotions are
pulling him.

“I long for the months gone by, for the days when God watched
over me,”
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Ecclesiastes 7:10-12

Do not say, “Why were the old days better than these?” For it
1s not wise to ask such questions. Wisdom, like an inheritance;
1s a good thing and benefits those who see the sun. Wisdom is
a shelter as money is a shelter, but the advantage of
knowledge is this: that wisdom preserves the life of the
POSSessor.

“for the months gone by, and for the days when God watched
over me,”

A football coach put it this way:

(I Took a Lickin’ and Kept on Tickin’ by Lewis Grizzard)

“The highs are never as high as the lows are low.”
p. 79

For many of us we could identify with that. Now notice as he
continues:

v. 3 when his lamp shone upon my head and by his light
I walked through darkness!

“when his lamp shone upon my head and by his light I walked
through darkness!”
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v. 4 Oh, for the days when I was in my prime, when
God’s intimate friendship blessed my house,

“Oh, for the days when I was in my prime,”—when I was
young—-“when God’s intimate friendship blessed my house,”

Somebody said:

(The Complete Book of Zingers by Croft M. Pentz)

Some folks we know don’t mean to exaggerate—they just
remember big.

p. 336

Job 1s remembering big. The good old days were bigger! They
were better than today! To try to elevate our grief and our
suffering over the loss, we have these rose-tinted pictures of
the past that were so wonderful—and 1t’s not wonderful
anymore. For Job, he’s trying to cope by being honest.

v. 5 when the Almighty was still with me and my
children were around me,

“when the Almighty was still with me”— that hurts!—*and my
children were around me,”

It’s lonely in the house. It’s pretty lonely with a wife who tells
you to curse God and die and now you’re childless. Talk about
an empty nest syndrome. He’s made one on an ash heap just
outside of the city.
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Job 1is reflecting on prior days of blessing and it’s very, very
difficult for him.

v. 6 when my path was drenched with cream and the
rock poured out for me streams of olive oil.

“when my path was drenched with cream and the rock poured
out for me streams of olive oil.”

The book You Can’t Curl Your Hair With Holy Rollers 1s a
ogreat book because it gives us multiple choices on some of the
terminology we use in the church—the body of Christ. For
instance, when we say, “He really blessed by socks off” we
have a choice of three things:

1. You've got yelled at.

2.  You enjoyed attending a foot washing service.

3. You got so happy that even the Pentecostals were asking
you to chill out.

(source unknown)

Job’s talking about the days of great blessing when his socks
were blessed off!

“when my path was drenched with cream”—that’s the signal
of prosperity—“and for me streams of olive o1l.”
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v. 7 When I went to the gate of the city and took my seat
in the public square,

“When I went to the gate of the city and took my seat in the
public square,”

He was obviously a lawyer or a judge. He was so respected by
the society around him that people came to seek counsel and
to settle their 1issues. They had court at the city gate.

We took those statements and we came up with EIGHT
LONGINGS that he wishes were still true.

Longing #1: He wants GOD’S CARE—“when God watched
over me’ (verse 2).

Longing #2: He wants GOD’S GUIDANCE—“when his lamp
shone upon my head and by his light I walked through the
darkness!” (verse 3).

Longing #3: For HIS YOUNGER DAYS—*when I was in my
prime” (verse 4).

Longing #4: For GOD’S FELLOWSHIP—*when God’s
intimate friendship blessed my house” (verse 4).

Longing #5: For GOD’S PRESENCE—*when the Almighty
was still with me” (verse 5).

Longing #6: To HAVE HIS CHILDREN BACK AGAIN—*and
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my children around me” (verse 5).

Longing #7: For GOD’S BLESSING—“when my path was
drenched with cream and the rock poured out for me streams
of olive 01l” (verse 6).

Longing #8: For PRIOR HONOR AND RESPECT—“When I
went to the city gate and took my seat in the public square”
(verse 7).

v. 8 the young men saw me and stepped aside and the
old men rose to their feet;

“the young men saw me and they stepped aside and the old
men rose to their feet;”

v. 9 the chief men refrained from speaking and covered
their mouths with their hands;

“the chief men refrained from speaking and covered their
mouths with their hands;”

v. 10 the voices of the nobles were hushed, and their
tongues stuck to the roof of their mouths.

“the voices of the nobles were hushed, and their tongues stuck
to the roof of their mouths.”

v. 11 Whoever heard me spoke well of me, and those
who saw me commended me,
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“Whoever heard me spoke well of me, and those who saw me
commended me,”

Why? Look at what he’s done.

v. 12 because I rescued the poor who cried for help, and
the fatherless who had none to assist him.

“because I rescued the poor who cried for help, and the
fatherless who had none to assist them.”

v. 13 The man who was dying blessed me; I made the
widow’s heart sing.

“The man who was dying blessed me; I made the widow’s
heart sing.”

v. 14 I put on righteousness as my clothing; justice was
my robe and my turban.

“I put on righteousness as my clothing; justice was my robe
and my turban.”

v. 15 I was eyes to the blind and feet to the lame.
“I was eyes to the blind and feet to the lame.”
“I mean I'm the guy who was on the board at the blind school.

I was the one who worked on handicapped parking.”
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He’s the guy who made a lot of these decisions that had to do
with blind folks and people who were hurt and handicapped.
He was involved in all of that.

v. 16 I was a father to the needy; I took up the case of
the stranger.

“I was a father to the needy; I took up the case of the
stranger.”

v. 17 I broke the fangs of the wicked and snatched the
victims from their teeth.

“I broke the fangs of the wicked and snatched the victims from
their teeth.”—when people were being selfishly abused and
used.

v. 18 I thought, ‘I will die in my own house, my days as
numerous as the grains of sand.

“I thought, “I will die in my own house, my days as numerous
as the grains of the sand.”

Maybe you're saying that very same thing. You're thinking,
“I'm just going to keep on getting older and one of these days
I'm just going to pass away in my own house and it’s just
going to be quiet and wonderful.”

Job’s saying, “I just expected God’s blessings to just keep on
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continuing.” He describes it further—and it’s pretty graphic—
in verse 19.

v. 19 My roots will reach to the water, and the dew will
lie all night on my branches.

“My roots will reach to the water, and the dew will lie all night
on my branches.”

Psalm 1:3

You'll be like a tree planted by the rivers of water,
that brings forth its fruit in season...

He says, “My roots will go down and I'll drink the water and
there’ll just be fruit in my old age! And I'll just bless
everybody!”

“and the dew will lie...upon my branches.”

“I'll just keep growing and maturing and developing
spiritually. I will GO and I will GROW as my roots go down to

the water.”

v. 20 My glory will remain fresh in me, the bow ever
new in my hand.

“My glory will remain fresh in me, the bow ever new in my

hand 2999
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All he’s saying is, 1t’s going to be great! Life 1s going to be
wonderful.

v. 21 Men listened to me expectantly, waiting in silence
for my counsel.

“Men listened to me expectantly, waiting in silence for my
counsel.”

v. 22 After I had spoken, they spoke no more; my words
fell gently on their ears.

“After I had spoken, they spoke no more; my words fell gently
on their ears.”

v. 23 They waited for me as for showers and drank in
my words as the spring rain.

“They waited for me as for showers and drank in my words as
the spring rain.”

v. 24 When I smiled at them, they scarcely believed it;
the light of my face was precious to them.

“When I smiled at them, they scarcely believed it; the light of
my face was so precious to them.”

How about your smile? How about the radiance of your face?

Does it indicate the fact that even though you’re hurting,

you're reflecting the glory and the presence of God to those
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around you?

Remember when Moses came down off of the mountain? It
says:

Exodus 34:29

When he came down from Sinai with the two tablets of the
Testimony in his hands, he was not aware that his face was
radiant because he had spoken with the Lord.

2 Corinthians 3:18

We all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of
the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from
glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

v. 25 I chose the way for them and sat as their chief; 1
dwelt as a king among his troops; I was like one
who comforts mourners.

“I chose the way for them and sat as their chief; I dwelt as a
king among his troops; I was like one who comforts the
mourners.”

Job said, “There was a day when I had great respect by
everybody around me, because I was a man who was walking
with God and I was being blessed, and now all that’s gone.”

Here’s a man who’s told us that i1it’s wisdom that we need to
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relate to what God has allowed, but he’s also shown us that
he’s human and that he can reflect on the good old days and it
hurts. But it hasn’t hurt his relationship with God. We still
see Job as radiant, expectant and excited about what God’s
going to do.

Now there are twelve lessons that come out of the study.

Lesson #1: There are five things that Job has found to help
him negotiate the path of suffering: 1) trust in God; 2) the
comfort of future resurrection; 3) the rod of discipline; 4) the
test that reveals progress; and 5) the wisdom to effectively
relate to what 1s happening.

Lesson #2: When you are looking for a way out, you do not
need wisdom for a way through.

Lesson #3: God 1s the only One who knows where wisdom and
understanding are located.

Lesson #4: Wisdom comes to those who seek His face.
We would also say, read His Word.

Lesson #5: When the past quarrels with the present, there can
be no future.

Lesson #6: Job 1s longing for eight things: God’s care, God’s

guidance, his younger days, God’s fellowship, God’s presence,

the return of his children, God’s blessing, and his past honor
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and respect.

Lesson #7: Job’s conversation and conduct were commended
by others.

Lesson #8: Job was compassionately involved in the lives of
those who were hurting and in need.

Lesson #9: “Righteousness” and “justice” were the clothes that
he wore.

Lesson #10: Job was “like a tree planted by the rivers of water,
bringing forth its fruit in season” (Psalm 1:3).

Lesson #11: Job’s words were edifying and encouraging to
others.

Lesson #12: A smile 1s worth a thousand words.

Now maybe you're hurting and these things have really
spoken to you. That you are in need of wisdom to relate to
what God has allowed. Don’t let bitterness spoil the process.
Flee to His presence and seek His face to discover how you can
have victory in the midst of these difficult trials you're going
through right now.

Don’t keep looking back. It’s not going to help at all to think
for a minute that the past was better than anything you're

going to have in the future. Just continue to press on.
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The one thing each of us have in common is we are closer to
heaven than we yesterday. That ought to put a smile on your
face and get you terribly excited about the fact that everything
you’re living for right now—if you're a believer walking with
God—is closer to fruition than before. That’s a real test so you
ought to be radiant and excited.

Father, we thank You that Your grace is adequate and that
the call comes to us many times in the midst of our adversity
and our suffering to seek the wisdom to relate to what You're
allowing. But then above all, to realize that You're there in the
midst of the adversity as well as in the time of blessing. And
that the challenge before each of us is when weaker men and
women would throw i1n the towel and quit, we would persevere
and press on to the glory of God. Father may we number our
days and apply our hearts to wisdom, that we might be
effective 1in finishing the race of life to the glory of God. Father
there are some who have no relationship with You because
they’ve been unwilling to swallow their pride and invite Jesus
Christ to come into their lives. We pray that Your Holy Spirit
would really speak to them and realize that once again You're
knocking at their heart’s door, desirous for them to come into
relationship with You. Thank You for the glorious privilege of
studying and sharing Your word together. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.

36



A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Eighteen — Job 28:1-29:25

NOTES

v. 1 There 1s a mine for silver and a place where gold is refined.
Iron is taken from the earth, and copper is smelted from ore.
Man puts an end to the darkness; he searches the farthest
recesses for ore in the blackest darkness.

v. 4 Far from where people dwell he cuts a shaft, in places
forgotten by the foot of man; far from men he dangles and sways.
v. 5 The earth, from which food comes, is transformed below as by
fire;

v. 6 sapphires come from its rocks, and its dust contains nuggets of
gold.

v. 7 No bird of prey knows that hidden path, no falcon’s eye has
seen it.

v. 8 Proud beasts do not set foot on it, and no lion prowls there.
v. 9 Man’s hand assaults the flinty rock and lays bare the roots of
the mountains.

v. 10 He tunnels through the rock; his eyes see all its treasures.
v. 11 He searches the sources of the rivers and brings hidden
things to light.

v. 12 But where can wisdom be found? Where does understanding
dwell?

v. 13 Man does not comprehend its worth; it cannot be found in the
land of the living.

v. 14 The deep says, ‘It is not in me’; the sea says, ‘It is not with
me.’

v. 15 It cannot be bought with the finest gold, nor can its price be
weighed in silver.

v. 16 It cannot be bought with the gold of Ophir, with precious
onyx or sapphires.

v.2
v.3
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v. 17 Neither gold nor crystal can compare with it, nor can it be
had for jewels of gold.

v. 18 Coral and jasper are not worthy of mention; the price of
wisdom is beyond rubies.

v. 19 The topaz of Cush cannot compare with it; it cannot be
bought with pure gold.

v. 20 Where then does wisdom come from? Where does
understanding dwell?

v. 21 It is hidden from the eyes of every living thing, concealed
even from the birds of the air.

v. 22 Destruction and Death say, ‘Only a rumor of it has reached
our ears.’

v. 23 God understands the way to it and he alone knows where it
dwells,

v. 24 for he views the ends of the earth and sees everything under
the heavens.

v. 25 When he established the force of the wind and measured out
the waters,

v. 26 when he made a decree for the rain and a path for the
thunderstorm,

v. 27 then he looked at wisdom and appraised it; he confirmed it
and tested it.

v. 28 And he said to man, ‘The fear of the Lord—that 1s wisdom,
and to shun evil is understanding.’™

29:v. 1 Job continued his discourse:

v. 2 “How I long for the months gone by, for the days when God
watched over me,

v. 3 when his lamp shone upon my head and by his light I walked
through darkness!

v. 4 Oh, for the days when I was in my prime, when God’s intimate
friendship blessed my house,

v. 5 when the Almighty was still with me and my children were
around me,

v. 6 when my path was drenched with cream and the rock poured
out for me streams of olive oil.

v. 7 When I went to the gate of the city and took my seat in the
public square,

v. 8 the young men saw me and stepped aside and the old men rose
to their feet;

v. 9 the chief men refrained from speaking and covered their
mouths with their hands;
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v. 10 the voices of the nobles were hushed, and their tongues stuck
to the roof of their mouths.

v. 11 Whoever heard me spoke well of me, and those who saw me
commended me,

v. 12 because I rescued the poor who cried for help, and the
fatherless who had none to assist him.

v. 13 The man who was dying blessed me; I made the widow’s
heart sing.

v. 14 T put on righteousness as my clothing; justice was my robe
and my turban.

v. 15 I was eyes to the blind and feet to the lame.

v. 16 I was a father to the needy; I took up the case of the stranger.
v. 17 I broke the fangs of the wicked and snatched the victims from
their teeth.

v. 18 I thought, ‘I will die in my own house, my days as numerous
as the grains of sand.

v. 19 My roots will reach to the water, and the dew will lie all
night on my branches.

v. 20 My glory will remain fresh in me, the bow ever new in my
hand.’

v. 21 Men listened to me expectantly, waiting in silence for my
counsel.

v. 22 After I had spoken, they spoke no more; my words fell gently
on their ears.

v. 23 They waited for me as for showers and drank in my words as
the spring rain.

v. 24 When I smiled at them, they scarcely believed it; the light of
my face was precious to them.

v. 25 I chose the way for them and sat as their chief; I dwelt as a
king among his troops; I was like one who comforts mourners.
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QUESTIONS

Copyright © 2023 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,

paraphrased and summarized material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.

Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately
attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been compiled by Ronnie Marroquin.

1. Read Job 28:1-29:25 and in your own words pull out the

main thought of this passage.
3. What is God’s relationship to wisdom, according to

2. How does Job feel about wisdom, according to chapter
verses 23 & 247

28:12, 137
4. How does God define wisdom and understanding,

according to verse 287
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5. What is Job longing for in chapter 29:2?

Copyright © 2023 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,

paraphrased and summarized material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.

Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately
attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been compiled by Ronnie Marroquin.

8. What was precious to those who saw Job prior to these

calamities, according to verse 247
9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

6. Describe Job’s life previous to this series of calamities,

according to verses 3-17.
7. Summarize Job’s future expectations, according to

verses 18-20.
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: There are five things that Job has found to help
him negotiate the path of suffering: 1) trust in God; 2) the
comfort of future resurrection; 3) the rod of discipline;

4) the test that reveals progress; and 5) the wisdom to
effectively relate to what i1s happening.

LESSON #2: When you are looking for a way out, you do not
need wisdom for a way through.

LESSON #3: God 1s the only One who knows where wisdom and
understanding are located.

LESSON #4: Wisdom comes to those who seek His face.

LESSON #5: When the past quarrels with the present, there
can be no future.
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LESSON #6: Job 1s longing for eight things: God’s care,
God’s guidance, his younger days, God’s fellowship, God’s
presence, the return of his children, God’s blessing, and
his past honor and respect.

LESSON #7: Job’s conversation and conduct were commended
by others.

LESSON #8: Job was compassionately involved in the lives
of those who were hurting and in need.

LESSON #9: “Righteousness” and “justice” were the clothes that
he wore.

LESSON #10: Job was “like a tree planted by the rivers of
water, bringing forth its fruit in season” (Psalm 1:3).

LESSON #11: Job’s words were edifying and encouraging to
others.

LESSON #12: A smile 1s worth a thousand words.
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