A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Nineteen — Job 30:1-31:40

As we’re considering the life of Job, we come to this final
episode. If we had the book 1n perspective, we would see Job
going through Black Friday with the loss of all of his
possessions, a tornado that killed ten of his kids, and a wife
who told him to curse God and die. He’s been afflicted
physically, he’s sitting on the ash heap trying to survive, and
Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar have come to try to comfort him.
Instead they basically tried to cram their theology down his
throat.

The theology is what we call the PATRIARCHAL
PROSPERITY GOSPEL. God 1s a gigantic computer—put
righteousness in and riches come out every time. Put sin in,
suffering comes out every time. And because Job 1s suffering
so badly, he’s a big sinner. If he’d repent of his sin, everything
would be fine.

The only problem 1is, God said that He was proud of Job in

chapter 1 because he was a man who feared God and he

shunned evil. He was a man who truly walked with God. So

we have the tension that’s gone on through the whole book.
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Each of these three men have had two shots at Job, and
Eliphaz and Bildad actually had three shots. Zophar just
didn’t want to talk. And now Job is giving his final
statements.

In Job 31:40 it’s going to say “the words of Job are ended.”
Job 1s going to tell us, “My tale is told. I'm done.”

We look at the whole thing and we try to figure out why God
allowed 1t 1n the first place. What happens to Job and how we
can learn from it are the reasons why we study the book of
Job.

Somebody said:

(The Complete Book of Zingers by Croft M. Pentz)

Disappointments are all his appointments—so put him
between you and your circumstances.
p. 326

(The Complete Book of Zingers by Croft M. Pentz)

God will take care of what you go through; you take care of
how you go through it.
p. 326

And Job has been very triumphant.
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Somebody else said:

(The Complete Book of Zingers by Croft M. Pentz)

Trust God during your trials—he’s had thousands of years of
experience.

The sweetest songs often come from broken hearts.

Affliction can prepare ordinary Christians for extraordinary
service.

Often life’s greatest barriers become life’s greatest blessings.
p. 327

Joseph Parker has written many expositions of scripture. He
said this about Job:

“Circumstances develop men, reveal character, and show us
the real quality of things all round.”
(source unknown)

We're now going to get into the text starting at Job 30:1.

v. 1 But now they mock me, men younger than I, whose
fathers I would have disdained to put with my
sheep dogs.

“But now they mock me, men younger than I, whose fathers I
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would have disdained to put with my sheep dogs.”

“But now”? Job has been reflecting on the good old days when
he had his kids at home, when everything was fine. It’s like
one of the things we do when we suffer. We throw our mind
into reverse and we just want to reverse the video and go back
and play those things over and over again in our mind. Job’s
been there and he’s been doing that.

When we get to this chapter the words “But now” brings us to
the PRESENT and he’s back on the ash heap again and his
puss-filled sores are hurting and burning and he realizes his
loss.

He’s saying the scum of the earth—these guys that are
hanging around dumps—are really “mocking me.” They are
“men that are younger than I am,” they're the scum of the
earth and their “fathers I would not have even put them with
my sheep dogs.”

He’s very angry for the way he’s being treated.

Remember in 2 Kings chapter 2, verse 23 when Elisha goes up
and these young men—42 of them—come by and say, “Go up
you baldhead! Go up you baldhead!” And Elisha turns around
and says, “Sic’em bears!” (see 2 Kings 2:23, 24)

Many people have experienced this kind of adversity and
mockery. When we celebrate Passion Week, we remember the
Lord Jesus had people spitting in His face, hitting Him,
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beating Him, mocking Him and saying all kinds of critical
things.

v. 2 Of what use was the strength of their hands to me,
since their vigor had gone from them?

Question #1: “Of what use was the strength of their hands to
me, since their vigor had gone from them?”

Job’s going to ask ELEVEN QUESTIONS. As he’s describing

these guys that live at the dump and exist wherever they can

find something to eat, he says they’re so weak they can’t work
and they’re of no value whatsoever in any way. Their physical
stamina 1s zilch.

v. 3 Haggard from want and hunger, they roamed the
parched land in desolate wastelands at night.

“Haggard from want and hunger, they roamed the parched
land in desolate wastelands at night.”

v. 4 In the brush they gathered salt herbs, and their
food was the root of the broom tree.

“In the brush they gathered salt herbs, and their food was the
root of the broom tree.”

Remember the Prodigal Son when he’s in the pig pen and he’s

longing to fill himself with the husks that the pigs were eating

but nobody was giving anything to him? He got so hungry that
5



finally he came to his senses and went home.

These guys that are mocking Job and making it so difficult for
him in the midst of his adversity and only adding to his trials

and his suffering. Now he uses the word “they” SIX TIMES to
describe them.

v. 5 They were banished from their fellow men, shouted
at as if they were thieves.

“They were banished from their fellow men, shouted at as if
they were thieves.”

They show up at the dump because they’re rejects. It’s like
people showing up in weird places because they claim to be
homeless, but really they're drug addicts or something else.
They’ve been cast off from society because of those things.

These are the kind of guys that are giving Job a hard time.

v. 6 They were forced to live in the dry stream beds,
among the rocks and in holes in the ground.

“They were forced to live in the dry stream beds, among the
rocks and in holes in the ground.”

v. 7 They brayed among the bushes and huddled in the
undergrowth.

“They brayed among the bushes and huddled in the
undergrowth.”



v. 8 A base and nameless brood, they were driven out of
the land.

“A base and nameless brood, they were driven out of the land.”

The scum are considering Job scum—he’s part of their group.
Job 1s resisting this kind of horrible reproach.

v. 9 And now their sons mock me in song; I have become
a byword among them.

“And now their sons mock me in song; I have become a byword
among them.”

Neil Anderson has written the book Victory in Darkness and
several other books with regard to spiritual warfare. In his
book Living Free in Christ he has a poem that describes how
we should be careful before we open our mouth in a derogatory
way about somebody else.

(Living Free in Christ by Neil T. Anderson)

Pray, find no fault with the man who limps
or stumbles along the road,

Unless you have worn the shoes he wears,
or struggled beneath the load.

There may be tacks in his shoes that hurt,
though hidden away from view,

Or the burden he bears, placed on your back,
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might cause you to stumble too.

Don’t sneer at the man who’s down today,
unless you have felt the blow

That caused his fall, or felt the shame
that only the fallen know.

You may be strong, but still the blows
that were his, if dealt to you

In the selfsame way at the selfsame time,
might cause you to stagger too.

Don’t be too harsh with the man who sins,
or pelt him with words or stones,

Unless you are sure, yes, doubly sure
that you have not sins of your own.

For you know, perhaps, if the tempter’s voice
Should whisper as soft to you

As 1t did to him when he went astray,
‘Twould cause you to falter too.

pp. 226-7

Job hurts. It’s one thing to have three guys come and confront
you with battle after battle after battle over theological issues,
but now the scum of the earth are treating him this way. It’s
just like it’s the straw that broke the camel’s back. We kind of
get the feel in this last little episode that Job really thinks he’s
going to die and he’s not going to survive all of this.

v. 10 They detest me and keep their distance; they do
not hesitate to spit in my face.

“They detest me and they keep their distance; they do not
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hesitate to spit in my face.”

When we get to verse 11, we need to realize that we're getting
awfully close to Satan’s object. Satan, back at the beginning of
the book said: “If I can take away Job’s possessions and I can
take away his physical health, I guarantee you God he’ll curse
You to Your face.” Remember that challenge?

That’s the whole premise. This is a battle between God and
Satan over whether Job 1s going to throw it in and curse God.

He’s walking on the edge. He’s going to start accusing God of
some things here. But he doesn’t curse Him! It’s going to be
okay so don’t get nervous and too anxious. Watch how close we
can get to throwing it in and losing it all in the midst of
suffering when we don’t understand what’s going on.

Here goes Job now. He’s going to walk right on the edge of it.

v. 11 Now that God has unstrung my bow and afflicted
me, they throw off restraint in my presence.

“Now that God has unstrung my bow and afflicted me, they
throw off restraint in my presence.”

“It’s ike God ‘unstrung my bow’ so I can’t fire any more
arrows. God 1s the one who has ‘afflicted me’! And these guys
‘throw off restraint in my presence.”

The word literally is “frenzy.” They're like a frenzied mob that
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smells blood.

Remember in Psalm 22 when David describes the crucifixion
years before it ever happened? He says:

Psalm 22:12, 13

Many bulls surround me;

strong bulls of Bashan encircle me.
Roaring lions tear their prey

open their mouths wide against me.

Psalm 22:16

Dogs have surrounded me;
a band of evil men have encircled me,
they pierced my hands and my feet.

That’s the picture that Job describes.

v. 12 On my right the tribe attacks; they lay snares for
my feet, they build their siege ramps against me.

“On my right the tribe attacks; they lay snares for my feet,
they build their siege ramps against me.”

That’s the way they conquered a city. They build “siege
ramps’ and go up into it.
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v. 13 They break up my road; they succeed in
destroying me—without anyone’s helping them.

“They break up my road;”—so I can’t pass anymore—“they
succeed 1n destroying me—without anyone’s helping them.”

Does that sound like Jesus?
He says:

Luke 23:46

... Father, into Your hands I commend My spirit.”...

It’s almost like Job is right there. “It’s like they have
succeeded 1n destroying me without anybody helping me.”

v. 14 They advance as through a gaping breach; amid
the ruins they come rolling in.

“They advance as through a gaping breach; amid the ruins
they come rolling in.”

We think of Jericho. They marched around the city, the walls
fell and the Israelites went in and conquered the city in amass
as a result of the destruction of the wall.

Job says, “My walls are falling down and people are swarming
over me.”
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v. 15 Terrors overwhelm me; my dignity is driven away
as by the wind, my safety vanishes like a cloud.

“Terrors overwhelm me;”

He’s honest!

“my dignity 1s driven away as by the wind, my safety
vanishes like a cloud.”

He says there’s TWO THINGS that have happened:

1. “my dignity”—the honor, the respect that I once had—*"is
driven away by the wind,” and

2. “my safety vanishes like a cloud.”

It’s like, “All this has happened to me and now the possibility
of my death 1s very real.”

That’s what he says in verse 16.

v. 16 And now my life ebbs away; days of suffering grip
me.

“And now my life ebbs away; days of suffering grip me.”

You've seen a trickle of blood slowly? That’s the description
Job gives.
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“my life”—the literal lifeblood is dripping away.

Job can barely get his head up off the ground and Satan hits
him again. He’s gone through round after round after round.

What can one man take and still survive in the arena of
suffering?

Now why’s Job here? Because we’ll never go through what Job
went through. If God can do it for Job and get him through it
victorious, then He can do 1t for us. No matter what we're
going through or what we’ve been through, God is still the
same God and He can carry us triumphantly through those
circumstances if we’ll just keep trusting Him and keep looking
to Him—knowing that He’s going to sustain us.

All Job 1s telling us in this final word is this 1s how it really 1s
and this 1s how he feels.

v. 17 Night pierces my bones; my gnawing pains never
rest.

“Night pierces my bones; my gnawing pains never rest.”

Psalm 22:14, 15

I am poured out like water,
all my bones are out of joint.
My heart has been turned to wax;
1t has melted away within me.
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My strength is dried up like a potsherd,
my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth,;
you lay me in the dust of death.

v. 18 In his great power [God] becomes like clothing to
me; he binds me like the neck of my garment.

“In his great power [God] becomes like clothing to me; he
binds me like the neck of my garment.”

Back in verse 11 he said that God had “unstrung” his bow and
had “afflicted” him.

Now here 1s another charge against God from Job:
“In his great power [God] becomes like clothing to me;”

The picture i1s God grabbing you by the shirt and choking you
and holding you up!

God 1s stringing him out. He has him by the back of the
neck—He’s put him in a straitjacket.

v. 19 He throws me into the mud, and I am reduced to
dust and ashes.

“He throws me 1into the mud, and I am reduced to dust and
ashes.”

The next time Job’s going to say “dust and ashes” it isn’t going
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to be that God’s throwing him in them. He’s going to be
repenting in them. It’s going to be a marvelous transition
that’s going to take place.

v. 20 I cry out to you, O God, but you do not answer; I
stand up, but you merely look at me.

“I cry out to you, O God, but you do not answer; I stand up,
but you merely look at me.”

Now here’s the third one. He’s just that close to the edge.
Think of the impact of how God feels as He listens to the
suffering saint describe what’s happening.

Verse 11—“God has unstrung my bow and He’s afflicted me,”

Verse 18—“God has put me in a straitjacket and thrown me int
the mud.”

And now 1n verse 20—“God, you don’t answer; You just ‘look a
me.” I'm crying out to You, my life is ebbing away, and God
You just ‘look at me.’

Tony Evans in his book says this:

(The Victorious Christian Life by Dr. Tony Evans)

If you love God from your gut, then I have some good
news for you. The mess you're in today will become your
trophy tomorrow.
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I have watched my wife cook about fifteen different dishes
for the holidays, including several desserts. (And I have tried
all fifteen of them at one dinner!) When she 1s mixing the cake
batter, it’s messy, gooey—anything but appetizing. Then, she
pours the batter into the pan. It starts to take shape, but it is
still a partially coagulated mess. Finally, she puts it into the
oven. Given enough time in that crucible of pain and anguish
and burning, a delicious cake will emerge.

If you love God, it doesn’t matter how hot the oven may
be. When the allotted time 1s over, the same people who paid
little attention to you while you were dough will wonder where
this delicious looking pastry came from.

p. 138

That’s the picture.

George MacDonald 1s a dear saint who left a legacy behind in
the books and devotional literature that he wrote. He said:

(Knowing the Heart of God by George MacDonald)

“What if God does not want me to have what I need at
this moment?”

“If he does not want you to have something you value, 1t 1s
to give you instead something he values.”

“And i1f I do not want what he has to give me?”

“If you are not willing that God should have his way with
you, then, in the name of God, be miserable—until your
misery drives you to the arms of the Father.”

p. 81
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Job 1s there. He hurts. It’s like he cries to God and the
heavens are silent, and God just looks at him and doesn’t do
anything.

v. 21 You turn on me ruthlessly; with the might of your
hand you attack me.

“You turn on me ruthlessly; with the might of your hand you
attack me.”

It’s like instead of loving me and healing me and helping me,
“you attack me.”

In Steve Farrar’s book Standing Tall he tells this story:

(Standing Tall by Steve Farrar)

.. [an] old Persian ruler who wanted to impress a visiting
dignitary. He showed the official a glass cage and inside the
cage a lion was resting comfortably next to a little lamb.

The guest couldn’t believe his eyes. “How can a lion and
lamb coexist?” he asked.

“I believe that it 1s possible for natural enemies to find
peace,” replied the ruler.

“But how can a lion and a lamb possibly get along in the
same cage?”’ asked the guest.

“It’s simple,” said the ruler. “Every morning I put in a
new lamb.”
p. 61
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That’s the way Job feels. He’s getting up a new lamb. He’s
afflicted every day from the hand of God.

Verse 22—look how graphic it is.

v. 22 You snatch me up and drive me before the wind;
you toss me about in the storm.

“You snatch me up and drive me before the wind; you toss me
about in the storm.”

We can probably identify with some of these people who lost
their lives in a tornado. That’s the description. He says it’s
like “You snatch me up” in a funnel cloud. And there’s
something else behind this—it’s the funnel cloud that killed
all ten of his kids. He’s replaying a lot of this in his heart as
he writes these things.

“you toss me about in the midst of the storm.”

There was an old fella that was sitting out, this tornado had
come through and just leveled his house and he’s sitting there
with his head in his hands and a guy drives by and he says,
“Is this your house?” He said, “Yeah.” He says, “Where’s your
family?” He says, “Well, my wife and four kids were blown
away.” He says, “Well great Scott man, aren’t you hunting for
him?” He says, “No, I was just kind of thinking maybe the
wind would change this afternoon and bring them back.”
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That’s sometimes the way we handle adversity. Job says,
“Man! God’s caught me up in the wind and He’s blown me
away hard!”

v. 23 I know you will bring me down to death, to the
place appointed for all the living.

“I know you will bring me down to death, to the place
appointed for all the living.”

Job’s already got it figured out. He knows he’s going to die,
and this 1s what’s going to happen.

Somebody said:

(The Complete Book of Zingers by Croft M. Pentz)

When we die, we leave behind us all we have and take with us

all we are.
p. 88

Job knows that. He knows that he is just about to leave this
earth and these are probably some of his final words.

V. 24 Surely no one lays a hand on a broken man when
he cries for help in his distress.

“Surely no one lays a hand on a broken man when he cries for
help in his distress.”
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v. 25 Have I not wept for those in trouble? Has not my
soul grieved for the poor?

“Have I not wept for those in trouble? Has not my soul grieved
for the poor?”

There’s questions #2 and #3.

Question #1 was back in verse 2.

Question #2: “Have I not wept for those in trouble?”
Question #3: “Has not my soul grieved for the poor?”

v. 26 Yet when I hoped for good, evil came; when 1
looked for light, then came darkness.

“Yet when I hoped for good, evil came; when I looked for light,
then came darkness.”

George MacDonald said:

(Knowing the Heart of God by George MacDonald)

All God’s processes are slow. The works of God take time and
[they can’t] be rushed.

p. 52

It’s kind of like the guy said:

20



“I thought I saw light at the end of the tunnel and it turned
out to be a train.”

There’s Job again. He’s still in the darkness.

“I hoped for good and evil came...I looked for light and then
came darkness.”

And then he’s honest!

v. 27 The churning inside me never stops; days of
suffering confront me.

“The churning inside me never stops; days of suffering
confront me.”

It’s like 1t’s just “churning” up day after day. Emotionally he’s
depleted. The anxiety level is off the meter. Poor Job is just
being as transparent as he can be.

“I'm worried. I'm anxious. Life is out of control. Everything
that I've ever valued 1s gone. I worry, I worry, I worry.”

A study wouldn’t be complete unless we heard again from
Erma Bombeck as she talks about worry. She’s so good on

this:

(He Still Moves Stones by Max Lucado)

I've always worried a lot and frankly, I'm good at it. I worry
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about introducing people and going blank when I get to my
mother. I worry about a shortage of ball bearings; a snake
coming up through the kitchen drain. I worry about the world
ending at midnight and getting stuck with three hours on a
twenty-four hour cold capsule. I worry about getting into the
Guinness World Book of Records under “Pregnancy: Oldest
Recorded Birth.” I worry what the dog thinks when he sees me
coming out of the shower; that one of my children will marry
an Eskimo who will set me adrift on an iceberg when I can no
longer feed myself. I worry about salesladies following me into
the fitting room, oil slicks, and Carol Channing going bald. I
worry about scientists discovering someday that lettuce has
been fattening all along.

p. 59
Job has a reason. He’s “churning inside.”

Jesus gives the answer in:

Matthew 11:28-30

“Come unto Me, all you who are weary and heavy-laden, and [
will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me,
for I am meek and lowly of heart; and you shall find rest for
your souls. For My yoke 1s easy, and My burden i1s light.”

v. 28 I go about blackened, but not by the sun; I stand
up in the assembly and cry for help.

“I go about blackened, but not by the sun; I stand up in the
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assembly and I cry for help.”

v. 29 I have become a brother of jackals, a companion of
owls.

“I have become a brother of jackals, a companion of owls.”

v. 30 My skin grows black and peels; my body burns
with fever.

“My skin grows black and peels; my body burns with fever.”

v. 31 My harp is tuned to mourning, and my flute to the
sound of wailing.

“My harp is tuned to mourning, and my flute to the sound of
wailing.”

At the end of this chapter and transition in the study, Job is
telling us that he is singing the blues. Everything is tuned to a
minor key. The joy is gone, the sense of life continuing for him
1s actually lost. He can’t sing the songs anymore.

It’s a cold morning. It’s a cold night. And for Job the songis a
wailing—the song is in a minor key.

As we look at these remaining verses in the study, create a

court scene. Job was a judge. He worked at the city gate. And

we understand the book of Job, when many times he says, “I

want to have a hearing with God. I want to present my case.
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I'm looking for an attorney’—he says those words in the
text—and i1t comes out of his legal background.

Now if we could picture a court scene and all Job 1s going to
say 1n these final words—just pretend that he’s just come up
to the stand—"I solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth. So help me God.”

This is the last declaration of a man who does not deserve
suffering from his perspective. He can’t figure out what’s going
on but he wants to make it clear how a righteous man of
integrity would act.

He’s going to deal with FOURTEEN THINGS—one right after
another—that are very relevant to today. We need to listen
carefully to his final words of defense as he now presents the
final mandate.

Somebody has said this is his final defense. Somebody else
said:

“This 1s Job’s Sermon on the Mount.”
(source unknown)

There’s a great parallel between the two in what’s said.
We call it:

THE DECLARATION OF VINDICATION.

24



He wants to vindicate himself and this 1s his declaration of
vindication. He touches on these fourteen issues that we’ll
look at 1n the verses.

31:v. 1 I made a covenant with my eyes not to look
lustfully at a girl.

“I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a
girl.”

The number one item on the agenda 1s LUST. Job
programmed himself because he knew it was a problem to
every man. The reason some men get into trouble is because
they never have a program for it.

The very first item on the agenda, he admits that he needs a
“covenant” for his eyes in order to avoid the sin of lust. He

fronts the 1ssue of lust as the first item on the agenda.

This 1s foreign language to our society.

Isaiah 56:12

“Come,” each one cries, “let me get wine! Let us drink our fill
of beer! And tomorrow will be like today, or even far better.”

Job would have had nothing to do with that kind of stuff’

David would have stayed out of trouble on the roof if he had

made a covenant with his eyes. You can’t handle this stuff

when you’re ogling and looking at it. That’s why the Sermon
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on the Mount says in:

Matthew 5:27, 28

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit
adultery’; but I say to you, that everyone who looks on a
woman to lust for her has committed adultery with her

already in his heart.

Victory in this personal area of our lives is connected with a
battle plan.

To some people 1it’s news to hear that the Christian life is a
struggle and that we have to be disciplined. We cannot become
godly by just hoping it’s going to happen or making a decision
We are going to have to take ourselves by the nap of the neck
and make some hard decisions.

Paul says:

1 Corinthians 9:27

I treat my body roughly and I make it serve me.

We have to acknowledge a need and recognize it. Solomon got
into a problem in:

Ecclesiastes 2:10

Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them
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Oswald Chambers said:

(Prayer: A Holy Occupation by Oswald Chambers)

Much of the misery in our Christian life comes not
because the devil tackles us, but because we have never
understood the simple laws of our makeup. We have to treat
the body as the servant of Jesus Christ; when the body says,
“Sit” and He says, “Go,” go! When the body says “Eat,” and He
says, “Fast,” fast! When the body says “Yawn,” and He says,
“Pray,” pray!

p. 112

Lewis Smedes in his book said;:

(Shame and Grace by Lewis B. Smedes)

Within my earthly temple there’s a crowd:
There’s one of us that’s humble, one that’s proud,
There’s one that’s broken-hearted for his sins,
And one that unrepentant sits and grins.

There’s one that loves his neighbor as himself,
And one that cares for naught but fame and self.
From such perplexing care I would be free

If I could once determine which is me.

p. 115

The struggle, the conflict and the battle goes on and we can’t
sit around! We're in a war and need to recognize it.
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Ron Mehl in his book said:

(Surprise Endings by Ron Mehl)

In order to hold to my God-given objectives, I must wear
blinders, like a racehorse, that remove potential distractions
from my life, for “my heart is fixed.”

p. 124

That’s the description of someone who’s going to make it
through successfully.

Job says, “I made a covenant with my eyes.”

v. 2 For what is man’s lot from God above, his heritage
from the Almighty on high?

“For what 1s man’s lot from God above, his heritage from the
Almighty on high?”

That’s his fourth question. There are two words in that verse
that are going to help Job get through and will help us too.

“what 1s man’s LOT” and “what 1s...his HERITAGE”?

Both of those words are SOVEREIGNTY. God has allotted to
us a certain curriculum. God has a “heritage” for us to produce
Christlikeness. When we realize the sovereign God is back of
all of this, then we should be prepared to take whatever He
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throws in our path as a necessary course for Christlike
development. Job says that.

“What 1s the lot of a man from God above, his heritage from
the Almighty on high?”

If this person doesn’t make a covenant with his eyes, what’s
going to happen to him?

v. 3 Is it not ruin for the wicked, disaster for those who
do wrong?

Question #5: “Is it not ruin for the wicked, disaster for those
who do wrong?”

“Ruin” and “disaster” would have been Job’s story if he hadn’t
made a covenant with his eyes.

v. 4 Does he not see my ways and count my every step?

Question #6: “Does he not see my ways and count my every
step?”

That will help purify the lifestyle to realize that.

2 Chronicles 16:9

The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole
earth...
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Hebrews 4:13

...all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him with whom
we have to do.

And so in the midst of it, Job says, He “sees my ways” and He
“counts my every step.”

v. 5 If I have walked in falsehood or my foot has
hurried after deceit—

“If I have walked in falsehood or my foot has hurried after
deceit—"

v. 6 let God weigh me in honest scales and he will know
that I am blameless—

“let God weigh me in honest scales and he will know that I am
blameless—”

Now when we read that statement we get just a tad bit
concerned about Job’s self-righteousness, but God’s going to
deal with that too.

Now we’ve come to a place in the study where we're going to
look at one little word NINETEEN TIMES. It’s the little word
“IF.”

Job 1s going to lay his whole heart bear and he’s going to say,
“if I” not “if only.” There’s a world of difference being able to
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say, “if I have done this” than if you say, “if only I hadn’t done
this.”

Job was saying, “if only,” “if only,” “if only,” he would only be
speaking of regret. But he has fought a good fight and he’s
saying, “If I”—as he reflects on his life, and he hasn’t so he’s
victorious. “If I, if I, if I”—and realize the minute we’re
snagged by the devil we’re going to be saying, “if only.”

“If only I had learned, if only I had paid attention.”

“If only” 1s a danger word to come out of our mouth because
we’ve fallen into the pit. We've allowed the evil one to have his
way.

So we're going to give these NINETEEN STATEMENTS as we
walk through the remainder of the verses.

Statement #1: “If I have walked in falsehood or my foot has
hurried after deceit—"

Then, “let God weigh me in honest scales and he will know
that I am blameless—"

v. 7 if my steps have turned from the path, if my heart
has been led by my eyes, or if my hands have been
defiled,

Statement #2: “if my steps have turned from the path,”
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Statement #3: “if my heart has been led by my eyes,”

Isn’t that a graphic statement? It’s like “I've got involved
emotionally and I've let my heart lead my eyes. I actually—if
my heart has been led by my eyes’—it’s what I see. I want it
emotionally and I'm attached to it so I made the decision on
the basis of how it looked and I took it.”

Statement #4: “or if my hands have been defiled,”

Notice some words:

his FEET,

his EYES and

his HANDS.

He wants those all committed to the Lord. He’'s made a
covenant with regard to where his feet have walked and what
his hands have touched. We already know he’s made a

covenant with his eyes.

v. 8 then may others eat what I have sown, and may my
crops be uprooted.

“then may others eat what I have sown, and may my crops be
uprooted.”

Galatians 6:7
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God 1s not laughed at; whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he
also reap.

“IF” statement #5:

v. 9 If my heart has been enticed by a woman, or if I
have lurked at my neighbor’s door,

Statement #5: “If my heart has been enticed by a woman,”
Statement #6: “or if I have lurked at my neighbor’s door,”

“If I have allowed this to happen in my life, I want it to be
dealt with.”

Steven Lawson wrote a book on Job called When All Hell
Breaks Loose and in it he says this:

(When All Hell Breaks Loose: You May Be Doing Something
Right. Surprising Insights From the Life of Job by Steven J.
Lawson)

What’s your standard? Is it forsaking all others? There’s
an old saying: When the cat’s away, the mice will play. When
you’re not with the one you love, do you love the one you're
with?

p. 192

That is certainly not Job’s philosophy. He says “I have not
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done this.”

There was a heckler who yelled out the preacher that famous
old question:

(Encyclopedia of Good Clean Jokes by Bob Phillips)

Who was Cain’s wife?

I respect any seeker of knowledge, but I want to warn you,
young man, don’t risk being lost to salvation by too much
inquiring after other men’s wives.

p. 48

That’s Job. He 1s not going to do this.
Now it’s happening in our society.
v. 10 then may my wife grind another man’s grain, and

may other men sleep with her.

“then may my wife grind another man’s grain, and may other
men sleep with her.”

v. 11 For that would have been shameful, a sin to be
judged.

“For that would have been shameful, a sin to be judged.”
You don’t have to worry about what Job feels about it. He says

1t’s sin and it’s wicked and it’s something that needs to be
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judged.

v. 12 It is a fire that burns to Destruction; it would have
uprooted my harvest.

“It 1s a fire that burns to Destruction; it would have uprooted
my harvest.”

Proverbs 6:27-29

Can a man scoop fire into his lap without is clothes being
burned? Can a man walk on hot coals without his feet being
scorched? So 1s he who sleeps with another man’s wife; no one
who touches her will go unpunished.

“IF” statement in verse 13:
v. 13 If I have denied justice to my menservants and
maidservants when they had a grievance against

me,

Statement #7: “If I have denied justice to my menservants and
maidservants when they had a grievance against me,”

v. 14 what will I do when God confronts me? What will I
answer when called to account?

Question #7: “what will I do when God confronts me?:

Question #8: “What will I answer when called to account?”
35



He 1s going to be called to account, but he didn’t do it.

v. 15 Did not he who made me in the womb make them?
Did not the same one form us both within our
mothers?

Question #9: “Did not he who made me in the womb make
them?”

Question #10: “Did not the same one form us both within our
mothers?”’

The answer’s YES.
“IF” statement #8:

v. 16 If I have denied the desires of the poor or let the
eyes of the widow grow weary,

Statement #8: “If I have denied the desires of the poor or let
the eyes of the widow grow weary,”

v. 17 if I have kept my bread to myself, not sharing it
with the fatherless—

Statement #9: “if I have kept my bread to myself, not sharing
it with the fatherless—"

(Downscaling: Simplify and Enrich Your Lifestyle by Dave
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and Kathy Babbitt)

Someone has said, “We tire of those pleasures we take, but
never of those we give.” How true that is.

p. 204

v. 18 but from my youth I reared him as would a father,
and from my birth I guided the widow—

“but from my youth I reared him as would a father, and from
my birth I guided the widow—"

v. 19 if I have seen anyone perishing for lack of
clothing, or a needy man without a garment,

Statement #10: “if I have seen anyone perishing for lack of
clothing, or a needy man without a garment,”

v. 20 and his heart did not bless me for warming him
with the fleece from my sheep,

“and his heart did not bless me for warming him with the
fleece from my sheep,”

v. 21 if I have raised my hand against the fatherless,
knowing that I had influence in court,

Statement #11: “if I have raised my hand against the
fatherless, knowing that I had influence in court,”—see there’s
the judge.
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He could have raised his hand and said, “This 1s the verdict!
This 1s 1it!” He says, “if I've done”—“IF” Statement #11:

v. 22 then let my arm fall from the shoulder, let it be
broken off at the joint.

“then let my arm fall from the shoulder, let it be broken off at
the joint.”

v. 23 For I dreaded destruction from God, and for fear
of his splendor I could not do such things.

“For I dreaded destruction from God, and for fear of his
splendor I could not do something like that.”

Hebrews 10:31

It’s a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

v. 24 If I have put my trust in gold or said to pure gold,
‘You are my security,’

Statement #12: “If I have put my trust in gold or said to pure
gold, “You are my security,”

In other words, “if I've settled down and let material things be
the most important thing in my life.”

Job 1s now dealing with material things and with money.
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Chuck Snyder in his book The Taming of a Type “A” Male
says:

(The Taming of a Type “A” Male by Chuck Snyder)

How would you feel if your banker sent you a note this
week saying, “Dear Customer: We have fallen in love with
your money and are off to Hawaii. Thank you very much,” Is
that how God feels when we run off with His money?

p. 167

There’s an opportunity for us to serve and to use the resources
He’s given us for the glory of God.

v. 25 if I have rejoiced over my great wealth, the
fortune my hands had gained,

Statement #13: “if I have rejoiced over my great wealth, the
fortune my hands had gained,”

Erma Bombeck had the problem with shopping:

(A Marriage Made in Heaven...Or Too Tired for an Affair by
Erma Bombeck)

The problem seemed to lie in our motivation for shopping.
I bought in haste and repented in leisure. He shopped like he
was gathering data for a doctoral dissertation.

p. 57
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The difference between the two.

Now when we get to verse 26 he’s not talking about money
anymore. He’s talking about where his heart is in his worship;

v. 26 if I have regarded the sun in its radiance or the
moon moving in splendor,

Statement #14: “if I have regarded the sun in its radiance or
the moon moving in splendor,”

In other words, the sun and the moon become tools of worship
for me—“IF” Statement #14.

v. 27 so that my heart was secretly enticed and my hand
offered them a kiss of homage,

“so that my heart was secretly enticed and my hand offered
them a kiss of homage,”

v. 28 then these also would be sins to be judged, for 1
would have been unfaithful to God on high.

“then these also would be sins to be judged, for I would have
been unfaithful to God on high.”

Matthew 6:24

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one
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and love the other, or else he will hold to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve God and man.

v. 29 If I have rejoiced at my enemy’s misfortune or
gloated over the trouble that came to him—

Statement #15: “If I have rejoiced at my enemy’s misfortune or
gloated over the trouble that came to him—"

v. 30 I have not allowed my mouth to sin by invoking a
curse against his life—

“I have not allowed my mouth to sin by invoking a curse
against his life—"

v. 31 if the men of my household have never said, ‘Who
has not had his fill of Job’s meat?—

Statement #16: “if the men of my household have never said,
‘Who has not had his fill of Job’s meat?—"

Question #11: “Who has not had his fill of Job’s meat?”
v. 32 but no stranger had to spend the night in the
street, for my door was always open to the

traveler—

“but no stranger had to spend the night in the street, for my
door was always open to the traveler—*
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Job says “I love the stranger and I always was characterized
by a person who was providing for those in need.”

v. 33 if I have concealed my sin as men do, by hiding my
guilt in my heart

Statement #17: “if I have concealed my sin as men do, by
hiding my guilt in my heart”

Proverbs 28:13

He who covers his sins shall not prosper, but whosoever
confesses and forsakes it shall have mercy.

v. 34 because I so feared the crowd and so dreaded the
contempt of the clans that I kept silent and would
not go outside

“because I so feared the crowd and I so dreaded the contempt
of the clans that I kept silent and I would not go outside”

v. 35 (“Oh, that I had someone to hear me! I sign now
my defense—let the Almighty answer me; let my
accuser put his indictment in writing.

“(‘Oh, that I had someone to hear me! I sign now my defense—
let the Almighty answer me; let my accuser put his indictment
in writing.”

It’s ike “I've laid 1t all out before You God, now I want it in
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writing. I want everybody to see it. The indictment that has
caused the problems that I've gone through—1I'd like for that
to be true.”

v. 36 Surely I would wear it on my shoulder, I would
put it on like a crown.

“I would wear it on my shoulder, I would put it on like a
crown.”

v. 37 I would give him an account of my every step; like
a prince I would approach him.)—

“I would give him an account of my every step; and like a
prince I would approach him.)—"

It’s like “I don’t have to hang my head. I walk right into His
presence with the dignity of a prince and I tell God I'm
blameless in these matters!”

v. 38 if my land cries out against me and all its furrows
are wet with tears,

Statement #18: “if my land cries out against me and all its
furrows are wet with tears,”

Do you know what that i1s? Those are the workers that have
crawled along and worked in his fields and they’ve never been
paid—in their adversity and in their poverty. Job hasn’t been
a good steward—as a good farmer and a faithful man of
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integrity to pay his laborers.

That’s James chapter 5 where God speaks of that through
James. He says if that’s true:

v. 39 if I have devoured its yield without payment or
broken the spirit of its tenants,

Statement #19: “if I have devoured its yield without payment
or broken the spirit of its tenants,”

v. 40 then let briers come up instead of wheat and

weeds instead of barley.” The words of Job are
ended.

“then let briers come up instead of wheat and weeds instead of
barley.” The words of Job are ended.”

That’s 1t! That’s the final defense of this man.

We feel like we’ve been sitting in the court listening to a man
spill out his integrity and his honesty. We have no reason to

question or doubt anything that’s been said by Job about his
life.

But all these things he’s talked about are things he’s been
accused of by Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar in trying to pin
some sin on Job. Job in this final declaration wants everybody
to know for the record that he is a man of honesty and
Iintegrity.

44



Now there are twelve lessons and you don’t have to copy these
because they’re on the sheet, but the people who are listening
to me in the audience need to know them so if you'll just
reflect with me quietly for a minute as we go through them.

Lesson #1: How easy it is to criticize and condemn someone
who 1s really hurting.

Lesson #2: Job accuses God of being his adversary and
afflicting him.

Lesson #3: Job’s dignity and safety are in jeopardy.
Lesson #4: Job says his life ebbs away and suffering grips himg

Lesson #5: “I cry out to you, O God, but you do not answer; I
stand up, but you merely look at me.”

Lesson #6: “The churning inside me never stops; days of
suffering confront me.”

Lesson #7: My harp and my flute are tuned to a minor key.

Lesson #8: Job made a covenant with his eyes not to look and
to lust.

Lesson #9: God does see all our ways and counts our every
step.
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Lesson #10: All the “If I's” could have been changed to “If

only’s” and then it would have been regret rather than
reflection.

Lesson #11: Job has not put his trust in his wealth.

Lesson #12: Job feels that God would vindicate him if He
examined his record.

How 1s 1t with you? Maybe you're struggling with some
circumstances in your life and God has used some of these
statements of Job to really speak to you. What do you think is
going to happen in the next episode?

Job has thrown down the gauntlet. Does the sovereign God
have to respond immediately when a blameless man calls
upon him and tells him what he has to do?

Realizing the fact that God 1s using the suffering in Job’s life,
1t’s going to be interesting for us to see the final four dramas
in this story.

We conclude with a book by James Dobson. It’s an excellent
book on explaining suffering when God doesn’t make sense.

(When God Doesn’t Make Sense by James Dobson)

Well, let me end with this: You'll remember the story of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego reported in the third
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chapter of Daniel. They incurred the wrath of
Nebuchadnezzar by refusing to fall down and worship the idol
he had set up. He made it clear that if they again refused to
obey his command, they would be thrown into a “burning fiery
furnace.” Their response to that murderous threat is one of
the most inspiring passages in Scripture:

The God we serve 1s able to save us from 1t, and he will rescue
us from your hand, O king. But even if he does not, we want
you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or
worship the image of gold you have set up. (Daniel 3:17-18)

What courage these men showed in the very face of death!
What conviction! What faith! “God can save us,” they said,
“but if not, we’ll serve Him anyway.” That is the biblical
prescription in its simplest terms. He can heal the disease
that grips my body—but if not, my faith will survive. He can
correct my child’s handicap, or save my bankrupt business, or
bring my son home safely from the war. But if not, I will
continue trusting in Him. That’s what Job meant when he
said, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him” ... It is what
Paul meant when he said, “Let this mind be in you which was
also in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5, NKJV). In verse 8 Paul
describes that mind-set: “He humbled himself and became
obedient to death—even death on a cross.” That utter
abandonment to the sovereign will of the Lord is what He
wants of His people, even when circumstances seem to swirl

out of control. He can rescue—but if not...[then what]!
pp. 113-14
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Father, we pray that somehow during these studies we can
really appreciate where Job is coming from. We can
understand how he feels like the deck has been stacked
against him. That it’s not just been his three friends who’ve
come to confront him, but here the scum of the earth that
hang around the dump are really mocking him and saying
some ugly things—spitting in his face and making life even
more difficult. And Father as he just flees to You and makes
these accusations, we tremble. But thank You that he didn’t
curse You. Thank You that he’s willing still to wait. The words
of Job are ended. And now Father we're looking forward to
these days that are ahead as we study further in the book. We
ask You to use each lesson to minister to specific needs. Thank
You for these precious friends and the joy of sharing Your
word with them. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Nineteen — Job 30:1-31:40

NOTES

v. 1 But now they mock me, men younger than I, whose fathers I
would have disdained to put with my sheep dogs.

v. 2 Of what use was the strength of their hands to me, since their
vigor had gone from them?

v. 3 Haggard from want and hunger, they roamed the parched
land in desolate wastelands at night.

v. 4 In the brush they gathered salt herbs, and their food was the
root of the broom tree.

v. 5 They were banished from their fellow men, shouted at as if
they were thieves.

v. 6 They were forced to live in the dry stream beds, among the
rocks and in holes in the ground.

v. 7 They brayed among the bushes and huddled in the
undergrowth.

v. 8 A base and nameless brood, they were driven out of the land.
v. 9 And now their sons mock me in song; I have become a byword
among them.

v. 10 They detest me and keep their distance; they do not hesitate
to spit in my face.

v. 11 Now that God has unstrung my bow and afflicted me, they
throw off restraint in my presence.

v. 12 On my right the tribe attacks; they lay snares for my feet,
they build their siege ramps against me.

v. 13 They break up my road; they succeed in destroying me—
without anyone’s helping them.

v. 14 They advance as through a gaping breach; amid the ruins
they come rolling in.

v. 15 Terrors overwhelm me; my dignity is driven away as by the
wind, my safety vanishes like a cloud.
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v. 16 And now my life ebbs away; days of suffering grip me.

v. 17 Night pierces my bones; my gnawing pains never rest.

v. 18 In his great power [God] becomes like clothing to me; he
binds me like the neck of my garment.

v. 19 He throws me into the mud, and I am reduced to dust and
ashes.

v. 20 I cry out to you, O God, but you do not answer; I stand up,
but you merely look at me.

v. 21 You turn on me ruthlessly; with the might of your hand you
attack me.

v. 22 You snatch me up and drive me before the wind; you toss me
about in the storm.

v. 23 I know you will bring me down to death, to the place
appointed for all the living.

v. 24 Surely no one lays a hand on a broken man when he cries for
help in his distress.

v. 25 Have I not wept for those in trouble? Has not my soul grieved
for the poor?

v. 26 Yet when I hoped for good, evil came; when I looked for light,
then came darkness.

v. 27 The churning inside me never stops; days of suffering
confront me.

v. 28 I go about blackened, but not by the sun; I stand up in the
assembly and cry for help.

v. 29 I have become a brother of jackals, a companion of owls.

v. 30 My skin grows black and peels; my body burns with fever.
v. 31 My harp is tuned to mourning, and my flute to the sound of
wailing.

31:v. 1 I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a
girl.

v. 2 For what is man’s lot from God above, his heritage from the
Almighty on high?

v. 3 Is it not ruin for the wicked, disaster for those who do wrong?
v. 4 Does he not see my ways and count my every step?

v. 5 If I have walked in falsehood or my foot has hurried after
deceit—

v. 6 let God weigh me in honest scales and he will know that I am
blameless—

v. 7 if my steps have turned from the path, if my heart has been
led by my eyes, or if my hands have been defiled,

v. 8 then may others eat what I have sown, and may my crops be
uprooted.
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v. 9 If my heart has been enticed by a woman, or if I have lurked
at my neighbor’s door,

v. 10 then may my wife grind another man’s grain, and may other
men sleep with her.

v. 11 For that would have been shameful, a sin to be judged.

v. 12 It is a fire that burns to Destruction; it would have uprooted
my harvest.

v. 13 If I have denied justice to my menservants and maidservants
when they had a grievance against me,

v. 14 what will I do when God confronts me? What will I answer
when called to account?

v. 15 Did not he who made me in the womb make them? Did not
the same one form us both within our mothers?

v. 16 If I have denied the desires of the poor or let the eyes of the
widow grow weary,

v. 17 if I have kept my bread to myself, not sharing it with the
fatherless—

v. 18 but from my youth I reared him as would a father, and from
my birth I guided the widow—

v. 19 if I have seen anyone perishing for lack of clothing, or a
needy man without a garment,

v. 20 and his heart did not bless me for warming him with the
fleece from my sheep,

v. 21 if T have raised my hand against the fatherless, knowing that
I had influence in court,

v. 22 then let my arm fall from the shoulder, let it be broken off at
the joint.

v. 23 For I dreaded destruction from God, and for fear of his
splendor I could not do such things.

v. 24 If I have put my trust in gold or said to pure gold, ‘You are
my security,’

v. 25 if I have rejoiced over my great wealth, the fortune my hands
had gained,

v. 26 if I have regarded the sun in its radiance or the moon moving
in splendor,

v. 27 so that my heart was secretly enticed and my hand offered
them a kiss of homage,

v. 28 then these also would be sins to be judged, for I would have
been unfaithful to God on high.

v. 29 If I have rejoiced at my enemy’s misfortune or gloated over
the trouble that came to him—
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NOTES

v. 30 I have not allowed my mouth to sin by invoking a curse
against his life—

v. 31 if the men of my household have never said, ‘Who has not
had his fill of Job’s meat?—

v. 32 but no stranger had to spend the night in the street, for my
door was always open to the traveler—

v. 33 if I have concealed my sin as men do, by hiding my guilt in
my heart

v. 34 because I so feared the crowd and so dreaded the contempt of
the clans that I kept silent and would not go outside

v. 35 (“Oh, that I had someone to hear me! I sign now my
defense—Ilet the Almighty answer me; let my accuser put his
indictment in writing.

v. 36 Surely I would wear it on my shoulder, I would put it on like
a crown.

v. 37 I would give him an account of my every step; like a prince I
would approach him.)—

v. 38 if my land cries out against me and all its furrows are wet
with tears,

v. 39 if I have devoured its yield without payment or broken the
spirit of its tenants,

v. 40 then let briers come up instead of wheat and weeds instead of
barley.” The words of Job are ended.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Job 30:1-31:40 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.
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2. What three things is Job experiencing, according to

chapter 30:15?
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5. What had Job hoped and looked for, according to verse 267
6. What has happened to Job’s music, according to verse 317

4. What two things does Job say to the Lord in verse 20?

3. What does Job say about himself in verse 16?
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7. What covenant did Job make, according to chapter 31:1?

8. What does Job say about God in verse 47

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: How easy it 1is to criticize and condemn someone
who is really hurting.
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LESSON #2: Job accuses God of being his adversary and
afflicting him.

LESSON #3: Job’s dignity and safety are in jeopardy.

LESSON #4: Job says his life ebbs away and suffering grips
him.

LESSON #5: “I cry out to you, O God, but you do not answer; I
stand up, but you merely look at me.”

LESSON #6: “The churning inside me never stops; days of
suffering confront me.”

LESSON #7: My harp and my flute are tuned to a minor key.

LESSON #8: Job made a covenant with his eyes not to look
and to lust.

LESSON #9: God does see all our ways and counts our every
step.

LESSON #10: All the “If I's” could have been changed to “If

) 9

only’s” and then it would have been regret rather than
reflection.

LESSON #11: Job has not put his trust in his wealth.
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