A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On
“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Twenty — Job 32:1-33:33

Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar had one vision in view. That was
to bring comfort to Job, but it turned to confrontation. It’s
been a long arduous ordeal as these men have really chewed
Job up one side and down the other in the conflict. We still
don’t have a real handle on what it is that God’s doing when
we suffer and when we face adversity.

We're going to have FIVE QUESTIONS 1n this little test and
so give yourself two points for every Yes answer, and one point
for every NO answer.

(Surprise Endings by Ron Mehl)

Do you think there i1s any storm that touches your life
that God doesn’t know about? Yes_  No___
Do you think there is any storm that touches your life

that God can’t handle? Yes.  No_
Do you think there is any storm that touches your life
that doesn’t have a Purpose? Yes.  No_

Do you think there is any storm that touches your life
that shouldn’t teach you something about you?
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Yes  No

[And finally]

Do you think there is any storm that touches your life
that shouldn’t teach you something about your Lord?
Yes.  No__
p. 64

Are you done?

(Surprise Endings by Ron Mehl)

If you scored more than five points, then you probably are not
trusting the Lord as completely as you should when it comes
to your fears. Remember that storms are a learning
experience, not God’s tools to beat us into submission. Learn
to see His goodness, faithfulness, and provision for your life,
and rest easily in His promises.

Then fasten your seat belts. It could get a little bumpy
before final touchdown.

Count on 1it.

p. 64

We're limited. For so long we have simply taught that if we're
suffering we have to figure out what we did to deserve it. For
a lot of people that’s their whole concept of suffering—what
did I do to deserve this? And they think nothing beyond that.

There are some powerful lessons in the book of Job. If Job
survives this whole thing it’s going to be an incredible
outcome.



In the last study we had a little phrase that said:

“The words of Job are ended.”

Job’s done. He’s finished. He made his declaration of
innocence. He made a clear statement that he was blameless
before God. Now we get to meet another guy.

Job had wanted God to speak and he declared his innocence.
God doesn’t operate on our clock at all. And for us to think for
a minute that we can demand God to do anything is to be way

out 1n left field. God doesn’t operate on our terms and on our
clock.

Job has to learn that. That’s why Elihu steps in here. That’s
why in these next episodes Elihu’s talking before God does,
because God’s going to come 1n His time and His way. Not our
time and our way.

Elihu has some things to say. The jury’s still out on the young
guy. Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar are through. They finished
up. And now Job’s finished and this young guy steps into the
middle of their arena.

Here are some words that describe him:
1. He's YOUNG.

2. He’s BRASH. He lets his mouth get ahead of his head.
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3. He TALKS TOO MUCH.

4. He REPEATS HIMSELF a lot and that gets aggravating
after a while.

5. He’s CONCEITED. He really has the big head.

We can’t help it when we see some of these things but to form
that kind of opinion. Let’s get into our text.

Elihu

v. 1 So these three men stopped answering Job, because
he was righteous in his own eyes.

“So these three men stopped answering Job, because he was
righteous in his own eyes.”

The three guys are Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar. It explains
now why they don’t have any more to say. It’s like they're
beating their gums and nobody’s responding. Every time they
try to convict Job of sin and they stick their claws into him, hé
doesn’t respond. He just simply says that he’s blameless and
that he’s not guilty of anything that would cause this.

Now Job’s going to have to learn something. When difficulty
comes into our life there ought to come an equal brokenness to
answer that. When we don’t respond in brokenness and
submission to what God allows, we’re going to have grief.
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We're going to go through a lot of misery and hurt by the very
fact that we're resisting what God’s allowed, because we’re
really calling God to question. We're telling God He doesn’t
know what’s best—why we resist.

So the thing that the Bible teaches us in Psalm 51:17 is the
Lord 1s near to a broken and contrite heart:

Psalm 51:17

...a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart,
O God, you will not despise.

Jeremiah 17:9

The heart 1s deceitful above all things and desperately wicked:
Who can know 1t?

Yet there comes times in our lives when we're accused by
everybody around us that we just get totally frustrated and we
can’t figure out what’s going on.

The Corinthians did that to Paul. Listen to this:

1 Corinthians 4:3-5

But to me it 1s a very small thing that I should be examined

by you, or by any human court; in fact, I do not even examine

myself. For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am
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not by this acquitted; but the one who examines me is the
Lord. Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the
time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to
light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the
motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise will come
to him from God.

That’s all Job’s saying. He’s not saying, “Hey I'm perfect! I'm

some kind of a super saint!” He’s just saying, “As far as I can

look at my life, I'm blameless and I'm waiting for God to rule

on my situation—not that I'm some kind of perfect individual
that’s set off from everybody else.”

Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar ought to apologize. They ought to
come to Job and apologize for the hurt and the damage they'vé
brought to him through all of these things they've said.

There was a cartoon with Calvin and Hobbes:

(Standing Tall by Steve Farrar)

Calvin says to Hobbes, “I feel bad that I called Susie names
and hurt her feelings. I'm sorry I did 1t.”
“Maybe you should apologize to her,” Hobbes suggests.
Calvin thinks about this momentarily and then retorts,

“I keep hoping there’s a less obvious solution.”
p. 212

We all wish that there was an easier way of doing it.



(Encyclopedia of Good Clean Jokes by Bob Phillips)

Rev. Henry Ward Beecher received a letter with one word
written on it. It said, “Fool.” The next Sunday he read the
letter from the pulpit and said, “I have received many letters
from people who have forgotten to sign their names, but this ig
the first time I've received a letter from someone who signed
his name but forgot to write the letter.”

p. 85

See the problem? When we justify ourselves, we condemn God:
This 1s what’s really bothering Elihu. The very fact that Job
would want to go to court with God and justify himself, he
condemns God and what God has allowed in his life.

But when we condemn ourselves we justify God. God gets the
glory and the honor and the praise—and that’s what He’s
waiting for us to do when we go through unexplainable
circumstances—glorify God in that and He gets the honor and
the praise. God looks for that.

Job 1sn’t there yet. He’s going to get there before it’s over.
When God gets through with him, there’s going to be a real
change that’s going to take place in Job’s life.

As we'’re looking at this verse, realize that Job has made a
mistake that’s common to the human race. That mistake is to
question God’s wisdom and character as He tries to achieve
His goals in our individual lives. That is not our place to
question God.



So Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar have quit. Elihu looks for an
opening in the line and he’s ready to start talking!

v. 2 But Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite, of the family of
Ram, became very angry with Job for justifying
himself rather than God.

“But Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite, of the family of Ram,

became very angry with Job for justifying himself rather than
God.”

Now the three friends have stopped and the word says Elihu
1s—WHAT?—"*very angry.” He’s livid with Job, because Job is
“Justifying himself rather than God.”

There’s one thing that’s going to happen with Elihu that puts
him with the other three guys. Elihu’s more concerned about
the HEAD than he 1s about the HEART of Job. He’s going to
look right over the fact that Job’s lost ten kids, all of his
possessions, his wife told him to curse God and die, and he’s
gone through all of this devastation from these three guys
who've just kept hammering him. He’s not even going to come
and minister to Job as a hurting, lonely man that’s looking for
answers as to what’s going on in his life.

ANGER characterizes a lot of this book. We see ANGER in
FIVE DIRECTIONS. Just stop and think how many times
that’s been your experience as well.
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1. The three of them are mad at Job—Eliphaz, Bildad and
Zophar.

2. Then Job is mad at the three of them and God.
3. Then God is mad at Job—according to Job’s thinking.
4. Then Elihu is mad at Job.

5. And Elihu’s mad at the three—Eliphaz, Bildad and
Zophar.

So we have five guys here who are mad at each other in all
directions. When we have anger, we have a problem. The
anger 1s going to be all launched back and forth between thesé
individuals.

One writer put it this way:

“It 1s the spirit of humility that God looks for in our lives, not
the spirit of anger.”

He tells about the story of John Wesley that was an anecdote
about his humility:

It 1s said that Wesley was crossing a narrow bridge when he

met an enemy right in the middle of it. It was impossible to

pass, and his enemy drew himself up to his full height, and

said, “I never give way to an ass!” Wesley looked at him for a
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minute, and then he answered, “Well, I always do,” and he
just backed off the little bridge and let the man go by.

Good answer in the midst of a confrontation.

Elihu 1s going to come right on just as strong as the rest of
them, and he is motivated by anger—that’s what’s going to
create the problem.

v. 3 He was also angry with the three friends, because
they had found no way to refute Job, and yet had
condemned him.

“He was also angry with the three friends, because they had
found no way to refute Job, and yet had condemned him.”

v. 4 Now Elihu had waited before speaking to Job
because they were older than he.

“Now Elihu had waited before speaking to Job because they
were older than he was.”

Elihu had learned that we’re seen and not heard when we're
the younger in the group, and he has been respectful. He
hasn’t spoken prematurely in any of this. He’s listened
carefully to these guys speaking.

v. 5 But when he saw that the three men had nothing
more to say, his anger was aroused.
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“But when he saw that the three men had nothing more to
say, his anger was aroused.”

Somebody said:

(The Complete Book of Zingers by Croft M. Pentz)

Anger is an acid that can do more harm to the vessel in which
1t 1s stored than to anything [to] which it 1s poured.
p. 8

That’s true. As we verbalize it or as we hold onto it, it’s going
to destroy us on the inside.

Paul Meier talks a lot about anger and why we manifest it so
much. He says:

(Don’t Let Jerks Get the Best of You by Paul Meier)

The three major causes of illegitimate anger are
selfishness, perfectionism, and paranoia. ...

Some of the angriest people I know are perfectionists.
When you let perfectionism rule your life, the first person
from whom you demand flawless behavior is yourself. ...
p. 178

Then he goes on to describe that it’s not only selfishness and
perfectionism, but it’s:

(Don’t Let Jerks Get the Best of You by Paul Meier)
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Paranoia—feeling that everyone is against you, doesn’t
like you, or is out to get you...Paranoia is characterized by a
supercritical attitude. As you go through your day, you can
find any number of reasons to get angry. You mumble a soft
“hello,” and the other person fails to answer back. Anger flares
because you know the person snubbed you. In truth, the
person was probably distracted and didn’t even see you or
hear you.
pp. 179

For one thing, when you are angry, you can verbalize it
gently, respectfully, and tactfully. To speak the truth in love
means using the “I” message rather than the “you” message.
Examples of “you” messages would include:

“You should have called.”

“You shouldn’t have said that!”

“You are such a slob!”

p. 181

Now turn “you” messages into “I” messages:

“I was upset when I didn’t hear from you. I got worried.”

“I don’t think what you said was fair, and I didn’t appreciate
1t.”

“I get very irritated when the kitchen (bedroom, bathroom) is
left messy.”

“I” messages are a simple device, but it’s not easy to learn
to use them consistently. The normal tendency is to use the
12



same kind of “you” messages we have heard all our lives...
p. 182

Proverbs 15:1

A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up
anger.

The text has got to be telling us something because it occurs
THREE TIMES in FIVE VERSES:

1. verse 2—"“[he] became very angry with Job for justifying
himself...”

2. verse 3—“he was also angry with the three friends...”

3. verse 5—“when he saw that the three men had nothing
more to say, his anger was aroused.”

What has gotten in this guy? We have a guy that’s right on the
verge of losing it emotionally as he begins to speak.

v. 6 So Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite said: “I am
young in years, and you are old; that is why I was
fearful, not daring to tell you what I know.

“So Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite said: ‘I am young in years,
and you are old; that is why I was fearful, not daring to tell

you what I know.”
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Elihu uses the words “I,” “me,” and “my” FIFTY-SEVEN
TIMES in these two chapters.

The word occurs 26 times here in this chapter, and 31 times in
this next one—that’s a total of 57 times 1n 55 verses. So we
can tell who he 1s absorbed with.

“I am young in years, and you are old; that is why I was
fearful, not daring to tell you what I know.”

v. 71 thought, ‘Age should speak; advanced years
should teach wisdom.’

“I thought, “Age should speak; advanced years should teach
wisdom.””

Here’s a cute story:

A teacher who had been teaching for 25 years and the
principal got ready to elevate one of the teachers to the head
of the department, and a woman who had only been there for
3 years was elevated over the woman who’d been there for 25
years. And the woman for 25 years really got her nose out of
joint and she said, “Why did you elevate her, she’s only been
here for three years and I've been here—I've got 25 years’
experience?” The principal said, “I disagree with you. You
haven’t had 25 years’ experience. You've had one years’
experience, 25 times.”

(source unknown)
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It’s possible to go through the same song, second verse,
twenty-five times and never grow, learn the lesson nor
mature. And grow old in the process.

One guy said, “You know my friend, I want to tell you
something. This operation you're going to have is very
serious.” And the old guy says, “My friend, that doesn’t bother
me at all. At my age a haircut is serious.”

v. 8 But it is the spirit in a man, the breath of the
Almighty, that gives him understanding.

“But 1t 1s the spirit in a man, the breath of the Almighty, that
gives him understanding.”

v. 9 It is not only the old who are wise, not only the
aged who understand what is right.

“It 1s not only the old who are wise, not only the aged who
understand what is right.”

v. 10 Therefore I say: Listen to me; I too will tell you
what I know.

v

“Therefore I say: Listen to me; I too will tell you what I know.’

v. 11 I waited while you spoke, I listened to your
reasoning; while you were searching for words,

“I waited while you spoke, I listened to your reasoning; while
15



you were searching for words,”

v. 12 I gave you my full attention. But not one of you
has proved Job wrong; none of you has answered
his arguments.

“I gave you my full attention. But not one of you has proved
Job wrong; none of you has answered his arguments.”

“proved Job wrong,”
“answered his arguments”

Where’s the comfort?

Where’s somebody coming alongside and saying, “Job, I'm
your friend, I'm for you, I love you rather than you've got to
have my theological orientation before I can associate with
you!”

We let theological issues and orientations destroy a ministry
we can have with each other when we’re hurting deeply.
That’s what’s happening here. Elihu’s falling right in line with
the rest of them.

(How to Talk So People Will Listen by Steve Brown)

When you talk, you only say something that you already
know. When you listen, you learn what someone else knows.
p. 76
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At least he’s done that.

(Credibility by James M. Kouzes and Barry Z. Posner)

If you need another reason to improve your listening skills,
consider this: no great idea ever entered the head through an
open mouth.

p. 114
Well said.

Elihu’s getting ready to do it. Look at verse 13.

v. 13 Do not say, ‘We have found wisdom; let God refute
him, not man.’

“Do not say, “We have found wisdom; let God refute him, not

2999

man.

v. 14 But Job has not marshaled his words against me,
and I will not answer him with your arguments.

“Job has not marshaled his words against me, and I will not
answer him with your arguments.”

“I'm going to take a new attack with Job. I'm not going to

come with these old ragged arguments that you three guys
have had.”
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v. 15 They are dismayed and have no more to say;
words have failed them.

“They are dismayed and have no more to say; words have
failed them.”

v. 16 Must I wait, now that they are silent, now that
they stand there with no reply?

Question #1: “Must I wait, now that they are silent, now that
they stand there with no reply?”

Question #1 of TWO QUESTIONS.

“Do I just wait now with nobody saying anything? And they
don’t have a reply?”

v. 17 I too will have my say; I too will tell what I know.
“I too will have my say; I too will tell what I know.”

v. 18 For I am full of words, and the spirit within me
compels me;

“For I am full of words, and the spirit within me compels me;”
“I'm just about ready to pop! I've got to say what I need to say.

The words are right there, ready to come out.”
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v. 19 inside I am like bottled-up wine, like new
wineskins ready to burst.

“Inside I am like bottled-up wine, like new wineskins ready to
burst.”

Now that comes out of the New Testament:

Mark 2:22

“No one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the wine
will burst the skins, and the wine 1s lost, and he skins as well;
but one puts new wine into new wineskins.”

He says, “I'm full! I'm ready to speak!”

v. 20 I must speak and find relief; I must open my lips
and reply.

“I must speak and find relief; I must open my lips and reply.”
Jeremiah said:

Jeremiah 20:9

I said I would not speak anymore, and the Lord’s words were
within me like a fire. Ready to be spoken, and I have but to
speak.

It’s true! When God works in our lives there’s a message we
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have to communicate, there are things we have to say.

We sense with Elihu that he’s not into 1it. He doesn’t hurt with
Job. He’s just going to prove his point.

“I must speak and find relief; I must open my lips and reply.”

Somebody said:

(The Complete Book of Zingers by Croft M. Pentz)

Some people are cats—they lick themselves with their own
tongues.

It’s strange how so many people with closed minds are not
able to keep their mouths shut.

A sharp tongue 1s no indication of a keen mind.

Lots of things are opened by mistake, but none so often as the
mouth.

p. 321
Elihu, listen to Davy Crockett when he said:

(Exit Interviews by William D. Hendricks)

Keep your eyes open and your mouth shut!
p. 257
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In verse 21 he warns Job.

v. 21 I will show partiality to no one, nor will I flatter
any man;

“I will show partiality to no one, nor will I flatter any man;”

“Job, I'm not going to let your position and your past integrity
affect what I'm going to say. I'm not going to let the fact that
these three guys are older than me intimidate me. I'm going to
flatter no one. I'm going to show no partiality.”

v. 22 for if I were skilled in flattery, my Maker would
soon take me away.

“for 1f I were skilled in flattery, my Maker would soon take me
away.”

“I am going to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but
the truth.”

We have talked about the fact that it’s acceptable in our
society to lie. For people to be caught in lies is something we
just sweep under the rug.

Listen to these statistics:

(Disciplines of Grace by R. Kent Hughes)

JUST ABOUT EVERYONE LIES—91 PERCENT OF US
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LIE REGULARLY.

The majority of us find it hard to get through a week
without lying. One in five can’t make 1t through a single day—
and we're talking about conscious, premeditated lies. ...

As to the question, who lies most in America?, the studies
tell us:

Men lie more than women.
*  Young men lie more than older men.
*  Gays and bisexuals lie more than heterosexuals.
- Blacks lie more than whites.
Catholics lie a bit more than Protestants, and both lie
more than Jews.
Unemployed people lie more than those with jobs.
*  The poor lie more than the rich.
«  Liberals lie more than conservatives.

Among the authors’ conclusions were these startling
[statistics]:

There are more serious liars right now ... than at any
time 1n our nation’s [history].

* Lying has become a cultural trait in America. Lying is
embedded in our national character. That hasn’t really been
understood around the world. Americans lie about
everything—and usually for no good reason.

The majority of Americans today (two out of every three)
believe there is nothing wrong with telling a lie. Only 31
percent of us believe honesty 1s the best policy.
pp. 154-55
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Elihu’s coming in here and he says, “I want to tell you
something, I'm not going to flatter. 'm not going to lie. My
pursuit is the pursuit of the truth!”

When we get to chapter 33 we wish he’d get on with it.

33:v. 1 But now, Job, listen to my words; pay attention
to everything I say.

“But now, Job, listen to my words; pay attention to everything
that I have to say.”

v. 2 I am about to open my mouth; my words are on the
tip of my tongue.

“I am about to open my mouth; my words are on the tip of my
tongue.”

We've been through a whole chapter and he hasn’t said
anything yet! We don’t know if it’s a great introduction to
what he’s getting ready to say or what, but he’s just not
getting after it.

He’s angry and very upset and he keeps telling us what he’s
going to tell us but he never does.

He hasn’t done it yet! We’ve gone through a whole chapter. He
told us in the last chapter he’s “full of words” and the “spirit
within him compels him to speak.”
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v. 3 My words come from an upright heart; my lips
sincerely speak what I know.

“My words come from an upright heart; my lips sincerely
speak what I know.”

It might come from an “upright heart” but it comes from an
uptight head. It’s where we have to be very careful as we
listen to what he has to say.

v. 4 The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the
Almighty gives me life.

“The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty
gives me life.”

v. 5 Answer me then, if you can; prepare yourself and
confront me.

“Answer me then, if you can; prepare yourself and confront

2

me.

“Marshal your army, get your weapons in line boy! We're
going to war!”

v. 6 I am just like you before God; I too have been taken
from clay.

“I am just like you before God; I too have been taken from
24



clay.”

That’s the description of “pinched from the clay.” It’s when the
potter comes and takes a piece of clay and he makes a vessel
on the wheel. The Lord does each of us that way. He takes the

clay and He makes a vessel for His use.

Elihu says, “We’ve both been pinched from the same lump of
clay.”

v. 7 No fear of me should alarm you, nor should my
hand be heavy upon you.

“No fear of me should alarm you, nor should my hand be
heavy upon you.”

“I'm not going to really try to hammer you Job.”

v. 8 But you have said in my hearing—I heard the very
words—

“But you have said in my hearing—I heard the very words—"

Now what he’s getting ready to do 1s clobber Job for what he’s
sald and what he’s listened to.

v. 9 ‘I am pure and without sin; I am clean and free
from guilt.

““I am pure and without sin; I am clean and free from guilt.”
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Now stop there for a second. That is what Zophar said that
Job said. But Job didn’t say that. What did Job say?

Job said, “I'm blameless as far as I know.”

It’s a whole lot different to say that a guy’s blameless and he’s
pure. All Job 1s saying is exactly what Paul’s saying, “I don’t
know that there’s anything in my life that’s affecting my
relationship with God at this point. But if it 1s, God’s going to
make it known to me. And so as far as I know I'm blameless.
It doesn’t mean that I'm coming across to you as self-righteous
and pure in the sense that I've never sinned.”

Job never said that. Elihu at the beginning puts up a straw
man as he begins to move in on Job.

v. 10 Yet God has found fault with me; he considers me
his enemy.

“Yet God has found fault with me; he considers me his
enemy.”

This 1s what Job has said.

v. 11 He fastens my feet in shackles; he keeps close
watch on all my paths.’

“He fastens my feet in shackles; he keeps close watch on all
my paths.”
26



Now some of those things are true.

v. 12 But I tell you, in this you are not right, for God is
greater than man.

“But I tell you [Job], in this you are not right, for God is
greater than man.”

“Now that’s the truth. Job you’re not right in this. You're
telling God that He’s made a mistake with regard to you, and
that He’s mad at you, and that He’s done all this because He
doesn’t like you.”

Elihu’s on track there. Job, “you are not right” in this
particular situation.

v. 13 Why do you complain to him that he answers none
of man’s words?

Question #2: “Why do you complain to him that he answers
none of man’s words?”

What does he mean by that?

“Why do you complain that God doesn’t answer you? Do you
realize that God doesn’t have a board to whom He’s
accountable? Do you realize that God 1s not accountable to
you? Do you realize that God doesn’t have to explain to you all
the reasons why He allows what’s going on in your life?”
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We would think that the very minute one of us suffers that
God 1s held accountable. We're going to hold His fat to the fire
until He makes it clear what He’s done to us or what He’s
doing in our lives! God 1s accountable to no one.

“Elihu God doesn’t have to tell us the reason why. He doesn’t.
He only asks you to trust Him when you’re going through
these circumstances.”

God 1s not subject to public opinion. We see through a mirror
dimly, but then face to face we know in part; but then we'’re
going to know even as we're known. (ref. 1 Corinthians 13:12)

v. 14 For God does speak—now one way, now another—
though man may not perceive it.

“For God does speak—now one way, now another—though
man may not perceive it.”

“You see Job, sometimes God speaks and we don’t even know
that God’s speaking by the things that are going on in our
lives because we’re not sensitive to what God’s doing.”

Remember that old story that went around for a number of

years where this guy, his house is being flooded and they come

driving by and they warn him to get out. A guy comes by in a

Jeep and he says, “Get out of your house man, you're going to

be swept away in the flood.” And the guy says, “No, I'm

trusting the Lord. Everything’s going to be just fine. I'm going
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to stay here. I'm trusting Him to take care of me.”

Pretty soon a guy comes by in a boat because the water’s up to
the front porch, and he says, “You better get out of here. It
hasn’t crested yet.” He says, “I'm trusting the Lord
everything’s going to be fine. God’s going to take care of me.”

Well the water continued to rise and the crazy guy, he’s up on
the chimney of his house. And the rescue helicopter comes by
and drops a line and says, “Take 1t man! The river hasn’t
crested yet!” And the guy says, “I'm trusting God!”

And low and behold when the river crested, the guy was swept
down the river and drowned. When he stepped into the
presence of the Lord he said, “Lord! I told everybody I was
trusting You! Why didn’t You deliver me?” The Lord said, “I
sent you a Jeep and a boat and a helicopter, but you didn’t
listen to Me!”

That’s in essence what’s being said here. Elihu says, “In your
suffering, maybe you missed some messages that God wanted
to tell you.”

That’s an important insight.

When are we most deaf to God? It’s when we’re in the crucible
1sn’t it? It’s when we’re really hurting.

When you’ve been around people for a long time who’ve been
in deep, deep grief and in that grief they don’t hear anything
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we say. They only are aware of our presence. Just maybe God
1s trying to get through the walls of our grief right now to let
us know that He loves us unconditionally and what we’re
going through has nothing to do with our relationship with
Him. He just cares for us. He’s going to walk with us through
1t and it’s going to be okay.

Maybe He’s talking to us right now. Maybe we ought to say,
“Lord, I've missed hearing You.” And with old Samuel we need
to say, “Speak Lord for thy servant heareth! I'm all ears! I'm
ready to be taught! I'm ready to know and to understand what
You're trying to tell me! I want the message to get through!”

v. 15 In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep
sleep falls on men as they slumber in their beds,

“In a dream, 1n a vision of the night, when deep sleep falls on
men as they slumber in their beds,”

v. 16 he may speak in their ears and terrify them with
warnings,

“he may speak in their ears and terrify them with warnings,”

v. 17 to turn man from wrongdoing and keep him from
pride,

“to turn man from wrongdoing and keep him from pride,”
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v. 18 to preserve his soul from the pit, his life from
perishing by the sword.

“to preserve his soul from the pit, his life from perishing by
the sword.”

v. 19 Or a man may be chastened on a bed of pain with
constant distress in his bones,

“Or a man may be chastened on a bed of pain with constant
distress in his bones,”

Verse 19 1s one of the most critical verses in the whole book.
It’s the one verse that marks us off from Eliphaz, Bildad and
Zophar and Elihu.

What’s neat about that verse?

“a man may be chastened on a bed of pain with constant
distress 1n his bones,”

Elihu 1s big enough to believe that God can use suffering in
our lives as PROTECTION rather than PUNISHMENT.

In other words, he can see suffering as PEDAGOGICAL. He
can see suffering as teaching and training us. Rather than
terrible punishment and destruction, it’s DISCIPLINE. It’s
teaching us to rearrange our priorities and to learn how to
walk with Him.
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When suffering comes, it isn’t that the Lord hates us. Lord
loves us and He’s going to mature us with the suffering. That’s
where Elihu 1s different than the other guys. That’s his
contribution to the whole cause, and that’s great.

Back earlier Job spoke of the “rod of God.” Where do we hear
about discipline?

Hebrews 12:11

No discipline 1s joyous for the moment, but it brings the
peaceful fruit of righteousness.

Maybe the explanation of our suffering at times is that God 1s
disciplining us and maturing us in the process.

C. S. Lewis believes that. Listen to what he says:

“God whispers to us in our pleasures, [He] speaks in our
conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is His megaphone to
rouse a deaf [ear].”

(source unknown)

It’s possible that there 1s another option here that God is
disciplining us, and that has to be a great comfort to Job.

Larry Crabb’s in his book Finding God writes about this very
situation of how to understand and to orient to what he’s

going through. Listen to this:
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(Finding God by Larry Crabb, Jr.)

You know you're finding God when you believe that God 1s
good no matter what happens.

We will know that we have found God when nothing can
shake our confidence in his unchanging goodness [and then he
makes a list], not:

*  Plane crashes that kill loved ones.
- Positive biopsies that shatter dreams.

Unexpected unemployment that fills every thought of
tomorrow with fear.

Unfaithful spouses that rip your heart to pieces.
*  Rebellious children that provoke both unimaginable pain
and self-doubt.
*  Demanding jobs that keep you moving at a frantic,
health-threatening pace.

Battles with self-hatred that make every mention of
1dentity in Christ sound like mockery.
«  Memories of abuse that haunt every waking moment and
excite every nightmare.
*  Personal failure that shreds the last remnants of hope.
«  Difficult decisions in which either direction involves
significant loss.

Consuming loneliness that covers your soul like a fog.

Maintaining our faith in God’s goodness in these times is
not easy. Like Job, we will cry out in fear and despair.

pp. 103-4
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We learn how to trust Him 1n those dark, dark hours because
He’s teaching us. He’s training us.

v. 20 so that his very being finds food repulsive and his
soul loathes the choicest meal.

“so that his very being finds food repulsive and his soul
loathes the choicest meal.”

Now remember how these guys have diplomatically referred to
each other but they never used their names? He’s talking
about Job here. Job has found “food repulsive” to the point
that he is nothing but skin and bones—he said that earlier
about himself.

v. 21 His flesh wastes away to nothing, and his bones,
once hidden, now stick out.

“His flesh wastes away to nothing, his bones, once hidden,
now stick out.”

v. 22 His soul draws near to the pit, and his life to the
messengers of death.

“His soul draws near to the pit, and his life to the messengers
of death.

In other words, he’s graphically describing Job—as Job said
himself—he was very near death, just before he spoke those
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words in the last chapter.

Now look at verse 23. There are some great gems here in the
remainder of the study so watch carefully.

v. 23 Yet if there is an angel on his side as a mediator,
one out of a thousand, to tell a man what is right
for him,

“Yet if there 1s an angel on his side as a mediator, one out of a
thousand, to tell a man what is right for him,”

Job said, “I want a mediator. I want an advocate. I want
somebody to represent me before God.” Elihu paints a picture
of a thousand spirits that are trying to get Job herded into
physical death. There’s one who stands against a thousand “to
tell a man what is right for him.”

Elihu thinks that he’s that person. That all the other guys can
speak, but Elihu’s going to tell him the way out of the
situation. “Job, if you'll just listen to me, I'm going to tell you
what’s right for you.”

v. 24 to be gracious to him and say, ‘Spare him from
going down to the pit; I have found a ransom for

him’—

“to be gracious to him and say, “Spare him from going down to
the pit; I have found a ransom for him”—”
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In one of the earliest books of the Bible, we have the gospel of
Jesus Christ! On Good Friday our Savior hung upon the cross
and He’s the One who became the redemption—the ransom
for the lost soul.

Elihu hasn’t the foggiest notion about the glorious
ramifications of what he’s saying.

1 Timothy 2:5

there’s one God and one mediator between God and man—the
man Christ Jesus.

Jesus Himself, when He came, gave His mission:

Mark 10:45

They came not to be ministered unto, but to minister and to
give my life a ransom for many.

It’s the price of His shed blood that fulfilled the just
requirements of a holy God, that we might be redeemed!
Sinners saved by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.

v. 25 then his flesh is renewed like a child’s; it is
restored as in the days of his youth.

“then his flesh 1s renewed like a child’s; 1t 1s restored as in the
days of his youth.”
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Does that get you excited? That’s salvation!
John 3:7

... “You must be born again.”

We start all over like a little baby.

2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation; old
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

v. 26 He prays to God and finds favor with him, he sees
God’s face and shouts for joy; he is restored by God
to his righteous state.

“He prays to God and finds favor with him, he sees God’s face

and he shouts for joy; and he is restored by God to his

righteous state.”

Look at those words!

“He prays to God,”

“He...finds favor with him,”

“he sees God’s face and he shouts for joy;”

“he’s restored by God to his righteous state.”
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Revelation 3:20

Behold I stand at the door and knock, if any man hear my
voice and open the door, I'll come into him.

All these things will come true.
Immediately we’ll be brought into an eternal relationship! Thé

Savior 1s walting to enter our heart. Those wonderful words
are words that are true of us:

(The New Church Hymnal, Lexicon Music © 1976)

Face to face with Christ, my Savior,
Face to face, what will 1t be?

When with rapture I behold Him,
Jesus Christ who died for me.

p. 491

He doesn’t stop. Look at the rest of it.

v. 27 Then he comes to men and says, ‘I sinned, and
perverted what was right, but I did not get what I
deserved.

“Then he comes to men and he says, “I sinned, and perverted
what was right, but I did not get what I deserved.”

That’s the Gospel!
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Mercy there was great, and grace was free;
Pardon there was multiplied to me...

At Calvary.

(source unknown)

All of them at this point—Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar and Elihu—
still believe the same thing, and that is:

SIN results in SUFFERING.
Once again their theology comes out in that statement:
“I did not get what I deserved.”

v. 28 He redeemed my soul from going down to the pit,
and I will live to enjoy the light.

“He redeemed my soul from going down to the pit, and I will
live to enjoy the light.””

How many Gospel words are just in those few verses?
Verse 23—he speaks of a MEDIATOR,

in verse 24—he speaks of a RANSOM,

1n verse 26—he speaks of being RESTORED, and

in verse 28—he speaks of being REDEEMED.
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All of those words are great Gospel words!

Redeemed, how I love to proclaim Him!
Redeem by the blood of the lamb.

(source unknown)

Psalm 49:7, 8

No man can redeem his life for another
or give to God a ransom for him—

the ransom for our life is costly,

no payment is enough—

We know the price and the price has been paid as Jesus hung
on Calvary’s Cross.

1 Peter 1:18

Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things
like silver or gold from your futile way of life, inherited from
your forefathers, but with a precious blood as of a lamb
unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.

There 1s a fountain, filled with blood
drawn from Emmanuel’s veins,

and sinners plunged beneath that flood,
lose all their guilty stain.

(source unknown)
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Elihu does say some good things and he doesn’t even know
he’s saying them. Sometimes the prophets did that in the Old
Testament. They said stuff and they didn’t even know it.

When David wrote Psalm 22 he said, “My God, My God, why
have you forsaken me? And they’'ve nailed my hands and my
feet”—700 years before Crucifixion was even known. It’s a
miracle of inspiration that was written. David didn’t fully
understand what he was writing.

Elihu doesn’t fully understand what he’s saying under
inspiration to Job at this point!

v. 29 God does all these things to a man—twice, even
three times—

“God does all these things to a man—twice, even three
times—"

Hebrews 3:15

Today if you hear His voice, harden not your heart.

Hebrews 3:12

Take heed brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of
unbelief in departing from the living God.

God doesn’t make a mistake.

41



One writer put it this way:

My Father’s way may twist and turn,
My heart may throb and ache,
But in my soul I'm glad I know
He maketh no mistake.

My cherished plans may go astray,
My hopes may fade away,

But still I'll trust my Lord to lead,
For He doth know the way.

There’s so much now I cannot see,
My eyesight’s far too dim,

But come what may, I'll simply trust
And leave it all to Him.

For by and by the mist will lift

And plain 1t all He’ll make
Through all the way, though dark to me
He made not one mistake.

...A.M. Overton
(source unknown)

2 Corinthians 6:2

...“Now 1s the acceptable time, now 1is the day of salvation.”

Why does he do all that?
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v. 30 to turn back his soul from the pit, that the light of
life may shine on him.

“to turn back his soul from the pit, that the light of life may
shine upon him.”

William Bennett’s Book of Virtues has this piece called “The
Captain’s Daughter:”

(The Book of Virtues by William J. Bennett)

We were crowded 1n the cabin,

Not a soul would dare to sleep—
It was midnight on the waters,

And a storm was on the deep.

‘Tis a fearful thing in winter
To be shattered by the blast,
And to hear the rattling trumpet
Thunder, “Cut away the mast!”

So we shuddered there 1n silence—

For the stoutest held his breath,
While the hungry sea was roaring

And the breakers talked with Death.

As thus we sat in darkness,
Each one busy with his prayers,
“We are lost!” the captain shouted
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As he staggered down the stairs.

But his little daughter whispered,
As she took his icy hand,
“Isn’t God upon the ocean,
ust the same as on the land?”

Then we kissed the little maiden,

And we spoke in better cheer,
And we anchored safe in harbor

When the morn was shining clear.

James T. Fields
pp. 760-61

God does take us through the storms and He’s faithful.

v. 31 Pay attention, Job, and listen to me; be silent, and
I will speak.

“Pay attention, Job, and listen to me; be silent, and I will
speak.”

Job’s been so beat up and burnt out and bludgeoned by these
guys that he’s not going to say anymore! He’s waiting for the

Lord to answer, not Elihu!

v. 32 If you have anything to say, answer me; speak up,
for I want you to be cleared.

44



“If you have anything to say, answer me; speak up, for I want
you to be cleared.”

v. 33 But if not, then listen to me; be silent, and I will
teach you wisdom.”

“But if not, then listen to me; be silent, and I will teach you
wisdom.”

The truth about all of it 1s:

(Reality and the Vision by Philip Yancey, Editor)

T. S. Eliot said, [we] can only bear so much reality.
p. 97

For Job it’s been a long arduous exhausting ordeal that he’s
gone through.

There are twelve lessons that come out of the passage.
Lesson #1: Elihu’s speech is the speech of an angry man.

Lesson #2: All four of these would-be comforters are dealing
with the head and not the heart in Job’s case.

Lesson #3: Job does not need more explanations, he needs
encouragement.

Lesson #4: Elihu 1s bottled up and full of words and ready to
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speak.

Lesson #5: Job never did say that he was pure but only
blameless before God as far as he knew.

Lesson #6: Elihu confronts Job with the fact that he 1s not
right in accusing God of injustice.

Lesson #7: God 1s not answerable to His creation with regard
to why He allows things to happen.

Lesson #8: God often speaks in a myriad of ways, and we are
guilty of not recognizing His voice.

Lesson #9: “For God does speak—now one way, now another—
though man may not perceive it.”

Lesson #10: Elihu points out that suffering can be used as a
teaching tool.

Lesson #11: How long has it been since you prayed to God and
found favor, and you have seen God’s face in your
circumstances and shouted for joy?

Lesson #12: How many times has God faithfully confronted
you with the issues in your life? twice? three times? maybe
more? When are you going to respond?

Tony Evans has written a book called The Victorious Christian
Life. Let’s conclude with his statements:
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(The Victorious Christian Life by Dr. Tony Evans)

Our salvation 1s not based on who we are or what we have
done but on who God 1s and what He has done.
p. 24

If I died right now and God asked me why He should
admit me to heaven, I wouldn’t bring up the fact that I was a
preacher. I wouldn’t point out that I had been faithful to my
life [and my wife]. I wouldn’t mention that I did the best I
could to live a good life. I wouldn’t refer to my twelve years of
theological training, or to my generosity, my compassion, my
charitable ventures. All [of that] would be equally irrelevant.

As I faced God, I'd call out to Jesus. “Jesus, there’s a list
of sins in that book right there. And I'm guilty of every count.
But when I was eleven years old, I got down on my knees and
told you that I was a sinner. I told you I believe that when you
died on that cross, you died for me. I believe that you have
already paid my penalty. And Jesus, you are all I have!”
Nothing I can add, no contribution I might make, no service I
can render would help my case on Judgment Day. The only
question on the floor then is, “What have you done with Jesus
Christ?”

God 1s waiting for you to commit the entire weight of your
existence to Jesus Christ and what He did on the cross [nearly
2,000 years ago today].
pp. 22-23

Father, as we come before You we thank You and praise You
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for Your goodness and grace. We ask that Your Word would
really speak to us and that Father if we’re having a hard time
orienting to our suffering, may we walk with Job through
these tender times in our lives. Father, keep us from being
guilty of lashing out at You in anger and resentment, putting
ourselves into a positon where You've got to justify yourself for
what has happened to us. God may we learn to just trust You.
And with Job may we say, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust
in Him.” And Father may we see some of the greater purposes
of suffering, not just suffering as the result of sin but suffering
that comes when You test us to prove our character. The
suffering that comes when You chasten us and discipline us,
the suffering that comes as a part and parcel of living in a sin:
cursed world, and may we never lose our faith and trust in
You, the living God who 1is fully aware of everything that’s
going on in our individual lives. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
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A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Twenty — Job 32:1-33:33

NOTES
Elihu
v. 1 So these three men stopped answering Job, because he was
righteous in his own eyes.
v. 2 But Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite, of the family of Ram,
became very angry with Job for justifying himself rather than God.
v. 3 He was also angry with the three friends, because they had
found no way to refute Job, and yet had condemned him.
v. 4 Now Elihu had waited before speaking to Job because they
were older than he.
v. 5 But when he saw that the three men had nothing more to say,
his anger was aroused.
v. 6 So Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite said: “I am young in years,
and you are old; that is why I was fearful, not daring to tell you
what I know.
v. 7 I thought, ‘Age should speak; advanced years should teach
wisdom.’
v. 8 But it is the spirit in a man, the breath of the Almighty, that
gives him understanding.
v. 9 It is not only the old who are wise, not only the aged who
understand what is right.
v. 10 Therefore I say: Listen to me; I too will tell you what I know.
v. 11 I waited while you spoke, I listened to your reasoning; while
you were searching for words,
v. 12 I gave you my full attention. But not one of you has proved
Job wrong; none of you has answered his arguments.
v. 13 Do not say, ‘We have found wisdom; let God refute him, not
man.’
v. 14 But Job has not marshaled his words against me, and I will
not answer him with your arguments.
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v. 15 They are dismayed and have no more to say; words have
failed them.

v. 16 Must I wait, now that they are silent, now that they stand
there with no reply?

v. 17 I too will have my say; I too will tell what I know.

v. 18 For I am full of words, and the spirit within me compels me;
v. 19 inside I am like bottled-up wine, like new wineskins ready to
burst.

v. 20 I must speak and find relief; I must open my lips and reply.
v. 21 I will show partiality to no one, nor will I flatter any man;

v. 22 for if I were skilled in flattery, my Maker would soon take me
away.

33:v. 1 But now, Job, listen to my words; pay attention to
everything I say.

v. 2 I am about to open my mouth; my words are on the tip of my
tongue.

v. 3 My words come from an upright heart; my lips sincerely speak
what I know.

v. 4 The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty
gives me life.

v. 5 Answer me then, if you can; prepare yourself and confront me.
v. 6 I am just like you before God; I too have been taken from clay.
v. 7 No fear of me should alarm you, nor should my hand be heavy
upon you.

v. 8 But you have said in my hearing—I heard the very words—
v. 9 T am pure and without sin; I am clean and free from guilt.

v. 10 Yet God has found fault with me; he considers me his enemy.
v. 11 He fastens my feet in shackles; he keeps close watch on all
my paths.’

v. 12 But I tell you, in this you are not right, for God is greater
than man.

v. 13 Why do you complain to him that he answers none of man’s
words?

v. 14 For God does speak—now one way, now another—though
man may not perceive it.

v. 15 In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falls on
men as they slumber in their beds,

v. 16 he may speak in their ears and terrify them with warnings,
v. 17 to turn man from wrongdoing and keep him from pride,

v. 18 to preserve his soul from the pit, his life from perishing by
the sword.
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NOTES

v. 19 Or a man may be chastened on a bed of pain with constant
distress in his bones,

v. 20 so that his very being finds food repulsive and his soul
loathes the choicest meal.

v. 21 His flesh wastes away to nothing, and his bones, once hidden,
now stick out.

v. 22 His soul draws near to the pit, and his life to the messengers
of death.

v. 23 Yet if there is an angel on his side as a mediator, one out of a
thousand, to tell a man what is right for him,

v. 24 to be gracious to him and say, ‘Spare him from going down to
the pit; I have found a ransom for him'—

v. 25 then his flesh i1s renewed like a child’s; it 1s restored as in the
days of his youth.

v. 26 He prays to God and finds favor with him, he sees God’s face
and shouts for joy; he is restored by God to his righteous state.

v. 27 Then he comes to men and says, ‘I sinned, and perverted
what was right, but I did not get what I deserved.

v. 28 He redeemed my soul from going down to the pit, and I will
live to enjoy the light.’

v. 29 God does all these things to a man—twice, even three
times—

v. 30 to turn back his soul from the pit, that the light of life may
shine on him.

v. 31 Pay attention, Job, and listen to me; be silent, and I will
speak.

v. 32 If you have anything to say, answer me; speak up, for I want
you to be cleared.

v. 33 But if not, then listen to me; be silent, and I will teach you
wisdom.”

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Job 32:1-33:33 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.
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3. Why 1s Elihu upset with Job and with his three friends,

according to verses 2 & 3?
5. What does Elihu ask Job to do in chapter 33:1?

2. Why did the three men stop answering Job, according to
4. Why 1s Elihu speaking at this time, according to verse 18?

chapter 32:1?
6. How does Elihu preface his remarks in verse 3?

52



7. Why does God sometimes allow adversity in our lives,

according to verses 29 & 307

Copyright © 2023 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,

paraphrased and summarized material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.

Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately
attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been compiled by Ronnie Marroquin.

8. What does Elihu command Job to do in verses 31-33?
9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?
10. What lesson have you learned from this study?
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Elihu’s speech is the speech of an angry man.

LESSON #2: All four of these would-be comforters are dealing
with the head and not the heart in Job’s case.

LESSON #3: Job does not need more explanations, he needs
encouragement.

LESSON #4: Elihu is bottled up and full of words and ready te
speak.

LESSON #5: Job never did say that he was pure but only
blameless before God as far as he knew.

LESSON #6: Elihu confronts Job with the fact that he 1s not
right in accusing God of injustice.

LESSON #7: God 1s not answerable to His creation with
regard to why He allows things to happen.

LESSON #8: God often speaks in a myriad of ways, and we
are guilty of not recognizing His voice.
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LESSON #9: “For God does speak—now one way, now
another—though man may not perceive it.”

LESSON #10: Elihu points out that suffering can be used as a
teaching tool.

LESSON #11: How long has it been since you prayed to God
and found favor, and you have seen God’s face in your
circumstances and shouted for joy?

LESSON #12: How many times has God faithfully confronted
you with the issues in your life? twice? three times?
maybe more? When are you going to respond?
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