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A Practical Study of JOB 

 

Persevere and Press On 

 

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering” 

 

Study Number Twenty-One – Job 34:1-35:16  

 

 

After Job finishes speaking and we hear the words, “The 

words of Job are ended,” we expect that Elohim, God is going 

to speak. But instead of Elohim we get Elihu. 

 

Now Elihu is a young guy who’s been very respectful. He’s 

been very quiet. He’s listened to all of this that’s gone on. Now 

to bring everyone up to speed so we get all the names right, 

Job has this horrible Black Friday and he lost his ten kids in 

the tornado, he lost all of his possessions and all of his 

employees except for four, and then he was afflicted 

physically. His wife told him to curse God and die. These three 

business associates come to comfort him and their names are 

Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar. 

 

The three of them have had two shots at Job, but two of them 

got a third shot—Eliphaz and Bildad. Job has answered them 

back each time. That’s basically the framework of the book. 

 

When we come to the study where the text says, “The words of 

Job are ended,” we expect that God is going to come in as the 

big referee and give all the answers. But there’s nothing but 
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silence.  

 

Elihu is a young Ph.D. who’s just gotten out of school. He’s 

been very respectful, but he has been waiting to speak. When 

he starts to speak he says, “I’m so full of words I can’t stand it. 

I have to speak.” 

 

So in these chapters that are before us, Elihu is now taking 

the stand. He’s full of words and he’s waiting in the wings. 

 

Now let’s put some adjectives on him so we can appreciate the 

guy: 

 

1. he’s pretty BOLD, 

 

2. he’s a tad bit BRASH, and 

 

3. he’s pretty BRAZEN with the way he treats Job—as we’re 

going to see in a little bit. 

 

He’s kind of COLD at times. 

 

At other times we almost feel COMPASSION coming out of 

him for Job. It’s like he goes from one extreme to the other. 

 

But he’s very CLINICAL—he cuts Job right and left, 

 

he’s CRITICAL, and 

 

he’s very CREEDAL—we have to fall into line with his 
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theology. 

 

But he’s also CONCEITED. 

 

As he begins to speak we can almost feel, with the great 

insights that he’s sharing and he knows they’re great insights 

and he tells us they are—that his head swells as he talks. 

 

He’s having a hard time holding his audience because he 

keeps using the word “listen.” It’s like we can see them 

winding their watch and yawning and not paying any 

attention. He has to keep saying, “now listen up y’all” 

throughout the thing to keep their attention while he’s spilling 

his insides and giving us all of his insights. 

 

Now there are two things we need to know. He is different 

from the other three guys when it comes to suffering. When it 

comes to suffering, Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar say, “The only 

reason you suffer is because of sin. And if you’re suffering 

you’ve got sin in your life. So if you’ll confess your sin, you’re 

going to be okay.”  

 

That’s the limit of suffering for those three guys and that’s 

what they’ve tried to tell Job in all eight of these speeches 

they’ve given to Job. “If you’d just repent and shape up, 

everything would be fine. But you’re so wicked and you won’t 

repent, so you’re just going to keep on suffering.”  

 

That’s kind of the way it’s gone. Now Elihu is different. He 

comes in with the thought that’s a little bit expanded. He 
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comes in saying it is possible for God to use suffering for good 

in our lives. 

 

Now we know, from the biblical perspective, that’s right. That 

if we’re suffering it’s not because of something we’ve done 

wrong, it’s probably because of something we’ve done right 

and God’s just shaping us up for a greater ministry. 

 

The exciting thing for a believer who is suffering is to find out 

what God is doing in making us more like Christ while we go 

through it.  

 

Elihu is getting over on that side every once in a while, and 

then he jumps back in with the senior citizens again. But we’ll 

feel it once in a while. There’s just that sense of compassion. 

 

But there’s another thing we need to know about Elihu before 

we go any further. When he’s introduced, the word “anger” or 

“angry” is used FIVE TIMES in the first verses. Elihu’s mad. 

When we make a speech when we’re angry, it’s going to be the 

greatest speech we’ll ever regret. That’s always the case. 

 

He is angry and the level of his anger goes up and down 

throughout the speech. He’s angry at Job because Job thinks 

that God is not just in the way He’s dealing with him. He is 

mad at the other three guys because they didn’t do what they 

were supposed to do, and that’s straighten Job out. Then he’s 

just flat ticked—that’s all. It occurs five times in that first 

little introduction that he’s like that. 
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Now the last thing we need to know is Elihu is going to prove 

one thing, and that is Job is wrong because of his pride. Job is 

proud, and because Job is proud and self-righteous he’s 

blaming God for these things. Elihu is convinced that he’s 

going to smack Job until Job is broken and realizes that God 

is not the problem, Job is the problem—his pride and his self-

righteousness. 

 

Now having given that overview, we’re ready to get into it.  

 

v. 1 Then Elihu said:  

 

“Then Elihu said:” 

 

Now as he gets ready to speak, “Think carefully on each of 

these words and what I’ve had to say.” 

 

v. 2 “Hear my words, you wise men; listen to me, you 

men of learning.  

 

‘“Hear my words, you wise men; listen to me, you men of 

learning.” 

 

He’s trying to get their attention: “Hear my words now you 

guys. Quit winding your watches. Quit yawning.” He calls 

them “wise men” and “men of learning.” 

 

He’s referring to the other three guys—Eliphaz, Bildad and 

Zophar. He’s not talking about Job at this point. Job is the guy 

that they’re talking about, but he’s talking to these three 
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fellas. He compliments them. He says you’re “wise men,” 

you’re “men of learning.” 

 

Steve Brown was asked one time—he’s a Presbyterian 

minister. He was asked, how do you feel and what do you 

think people are thinking about you? He says this: 

 

(How to Talk So People Will Listen by Steve Brown)  

 

 A friend of mine once asked me, “Steve, do you ever 

wonder what people are thinking about you?” When I allowed 

that I wouldn’t mind having that kind of information, he 

laughed and said, “They aren’t thinking about you at all! 

 He was right! Not only was he right, but the fact that I 

was concerned about what people were thinking about me is 

confirmation that, generally, I am more interested in myself 

than in other people. And the fact that people are not thinking 

about me is confirmation of the fact that people are generally 

more interested in themselves than [they are] in others. 

p. 72  

 

At this point this guy is trying to get them to focus by giving 

them these compliments. “You know, you’re wise men, you’re 

men of learning. Now hear my words and listen to me.” 

 

v. 3 For the ear tests words as the tongue tastes food.  

 

“For the ear tests words and the tongue tastes food.” 

 

In other words it’s the ear that hears it and it’s the tongue 
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that “tastes food.” 

 

Now we think that was a great observation, but Job had said 

that earlier.  

 

Job 12:11 

 

Does the ear test the words as the tongue tastes food? 

 

v. 4 Let us discern for ourselves what is right; let us 

learn together what is good.  

 

“Let us discern for ourselves what is right; let us learn 

together what is good.” 

 

Now when we look at that, we say that’s exactly what we 

want. He’s well organized, his speech is good, he’s been 

trained in speaking. We can track him easily as he’s talking.  

 

He has two things he wants to work out here: 

 

1. “Let’s discern for ourselves what is right;” and 

 

2. “let us learn together what is good.” 

 

More important than what is right and what good, what are 

we going to do with Job? 

 

None of these guys have even thought for a minute that here’s 

a guy who’s lost his ten kids, he’s lost everything he owns and 
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he’s right on the verge of physical death and his wife can’t give 

him the time of day. They’re trying to figure out what’s right 

and what’s good! We miss it like that with people all the time. 

It’s like we have to be right theologically. Before we fellowship 

with each other, we have to cross our T’s and dot our I’s in 

order to minister to someone. 

 

We get so wrapped up in that stuff that we miss the greatest 

opportunity to move into people’s lives and minister to them. 

They’re hurting badly. Here comes Elihu—he’s just the same 

song, fourth verse, a little bit louder and a whole lot worse. 

 

“Let us discern…what is right… [and] what is good.” 

 

What’s that tell us? Job bashing is going to continue! “In your 

face Job!” 

 

The thing we love about Job is he hasn’t lost it. He’s listening 

to some horrendous speeches. He’s been accused of some 

things that he hasn’t done just for the sake of fitting into a 

theological framework that they’re trying to ascertain how 

severe the sin is and what his sin is that’s created the 

suffering. 

 

It’s more important to be theologically right than it is to help a 

guy in the midst of his need. He just keeps hanging in there. 

 

Somebody said: 

 

“Courage is a man who just keeps coming on.” 
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(source unknown) 

 

We have to have a real positive attitude when we get down 

that far. And it’s almost like everything’s gone and nobody 

cares. 

 

Listen to this little story. This is the kind of thing that is 

carrying Job to victory: 

 

(Standing Tall by Steve Farrar)  

 

 I like the perspective characterized by a good ol’ boy from 

the backwoods by the name of Jeb. Wolves were picking off the 

livestock of ranchers at an alarming rate, so the state offered 

a bounty of $5,000 for every wolf killed. Jeb and his friend, 

Ernie, decided to go into the wolf hunting business. They had 

been out huntin’ wolves all day and into the night, and made 

camp way up in the mountains near a beautiful little stream. 

About four o’clock in the morning, Jeb woke up to see their 

camp surrounded by thirty or forty wolves. In the light of the 

dying campfire, he could see the blood-lust in their eyes, and 

the white of their exposed, razor-sharp teeth. He could also 

see that they were about ready to spring. 

 [And he says] “Hey, Ernie,” ... “Wake up! We’re rich!” 

p. 220  

 

Job has got an unbreakable spirit and he’s going to keep on 

keeping on.  

 

“Let us discern for ourselves what is right; and let us learn 
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together what is good.” 

 

Now what we have to do when we make our statement is 

“discern…what is right [and] what is good.” Then we have to 

put down our accusations. These are the things that make 

Elihu mad—and there are three of them. 

 

v. 5 Job says, ‘I am innocent, but God denies me justice.  

 

Accusation #1: “Job says, “I am innocent, but God denies me 

justice.” 

 

v. 6 Although I am right, I am considered a liar; 

although I am guiltless, his arrow inflicts an 

incurable wound.’  

 

Accusation #2: “Although I am right, I am considered a liar; 

although” 

 

Accusation #3: “I am guiltless, his arrow inflicts an incurable 

wound.”” 

 

Basically there are THREE CHARGES against Job that 

Elihu’s going to examine. Job says: 

 

1.  “I’m innocent,” 

 

2.  “I’m right,” 

 

3.  “I’m guiltless.”—“I didn’t do anything to deserve this.” 
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The sad thing is he’s right about all of those things when we 

look at it from his perspective. 

In chapter 1 God said he was this great guy, this righteous 

individual. 

 

v. 7 What man is like Job, who drinks scorn like water?  

 

“What man is like Job, who drinks scorn like water?” 

 

There are FIFTEEN QUESTIONS and each question leads us 

through the thought process.  

 

 

Question #1: “What man is like Job, who drinks scorn like 

water?” 

 

He has been scorning his friends, he’s been scorning God, he’s 

a proud individual—according to Elihu—and he needs to be 

broken. 

 

v. 8 He keeps company with evildoers; he associates 

with wicked men.  

 

“He keeps company with evildoers; he associates with wicked 

men.” 

 

So there’s the three-fold indictment: 

 

1. “He drinks scorn like water,” 
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2. “He keeps company with evildoers,” and 

 

3. “He associates with wicked men.” 

 

Now does that remind us of any verse in the Bible at all?  

 

Psalm 1:1 

 

Blessed is the man 

who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, 

nor stands in the way of sinners (or associates with sinners), 

nor sits in the seat of the scornful. 

 

All three of those things they’re saying is true of Job. And this 

is the way Job is carrying on his life. 

 

Now let’s look at it this way. The picture that Elihu has of Job 

is that because of what’s happened to him, he is picketing 

heaven. He’s walking around with a sign that says, “God is 

wrong and I’m right.” 

 

Now lest we get a little bit of super piety at this point, when’s 

the last time you said, “Why in the world God did You allow 

that to come into my life?” In other words, “I’m right and God 

You’re wrong to have let that circumstance come into my life.” 

 

How quick we can play God in our own lives by resisting what 

He’s allowing, and not relating to it in a proper, submissive, 

sweet spirit, wanting to learn what the sovereign God is 
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trying to teach us.  

 

Here comes Elihu and he says, “Job, you’re just like wicked 

guys picketing the courts of heaven saying God is wrong and 

I’m right!” 

 

Notice verse 9. 

 

v. 9 For he says, ‘It profits a man nothing when he tries 

to please God.’  

 

“For he says, “It profits a man nothing when he tries to please 

God.”” 

 

On the other side it says, “Unfair labor practices!” When it 

comes to God, God never gives us what we deserve!  

 

In essence Elihu was painting a pretty sad picture. The 

problem is, it’s fairly close to Job. Job is almost gone and so 

these things are close enough to bring conviction. Job’s 

listening. 

 

One of the things we have to watch when we have a 

devastating experience in our life is that we don’t go through a 

hardened and distancing process in our relationship to God.  

 

Some people who, when the initial shock hits, have such 

sweetness on their face and such joy in their hearts. Their 

testimony is: God is good and everything’s fine. Then we see 

them six months later and they have slid downhill to a 
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hardness, a bitterness and a resentment because of the 

consequences of the loss or whatever the circumstance. 

 

Job did that. Back in chapter 1 when this all happened, 

what’d he say? He tore his clothes and he fell down and he 

worshipped and he says: 

 

Job 1:21 

 

The Lord has given and the Lord has taken away, may the 

name of the Lord be praised. 

 

We’re way down here and he’s NOT saying, “Speak Lord for 

thy servant heareth.” He’s saying, “God this isn’t fair! God this 

isn’t right! You’re not treating me correctly!” There’s an 

element of truth in it, but sense the difference between the 

sweet spirit that was so broken back when the trial hit, and 

how he has slid to this point. 

 

Just watch that and be very sensitive to it. We have to spend 

more time in the presence of the Lord when we hurt, even 

when we don’t hurt. God has to show us He loves us and 

what’s happening in our life has nothing to do with His 

unconditional love and commitment to us as a person. We 

desperately need that lifeline. Job has kind of slid away here 

in the process. 

 

v. 10 So listen to me, you men of understanding. Far be 

it from God to do evil, from the Almighty to do 

wrong.  
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“So listen to me, you men of understanding. Far be it from 

God to do evil, from the Almighty to do wrong.” 

 

Now he’s called them “wise men,” he’s called them “men of 

learning,” and now he calls them “men of understanding.” He’s 

setting them up here. 

 

“Far be it from God to do evil, from the Almighty to do wrong.” 

 

What’s the answer to that? The answer’s YES! God would not 

do wrong. God will always do right. 

 

Deuteronomy 32:4 

 

A faithful God who does not wrong, upright and just is he. 

 

Genesis 18:25 

 

Will not the judge of all the earth do right? 

 

The answer is YES! He will. He’ll never make a mistake in 

executing His justice and doing what is right. 

 

v. 11 He repays a man for what he has done; he brings 

upon him what his conduct deserves.  

 

“He repays a man for what he has done; he brings upon him 

what his conduct deserves.” 
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What do we have? We have the PATRIARCHAL 

PROSPERITY GOSPEL. God’s a big computer. You put 

righteousness in, riches and prosperity always come out—

health, wealth and prosperity. When you put sin in, suffering 

comes out. That’s the picture. 

 

“He repays a man for what he has done; he brings upon him 

what his conduct deserves.” 

 

So now he’s with the other three guys at this point. 

 

v. 12 It is unthinkable that God would do wrong, that 

the Almighty would pervert justice.  

 

“It is unthinkable that God would do wrong, that the Almighty 

would pervert justice.” 

 

“It’s unthinkable! You wouldn’t even entertain the thought 

that God would do wrong.” 

 

There was a parking sign at Parkland Hospital years ago that 

said: “Don’t even think about parking here!”  

 

That’s what Elihu’s saying. “Don’t even entertain the thought 

that God would do wrong and that the Almighty would pervert 

justice just for you.”  

 

See the phrase in verse 10: 

 

“Far be it from God to do evil,” 
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Now drop down to verse 12 and take the phrase: 

 

“that the Almighty would pervert justice.” 

 

Those two go together:  

 

“to do evil” would be to “pervert justice.” 

 

Then verse 10: 

 

“Far be it…from the Almighty to do wrong.” 

 

Then down to verse 12: 

 

“It’s unthinkable that God would do wrong.” 

 

So when we put those together it makes us understand what 

he’s defining here when he says “evil” as “perverting justice” 

and that “doing wrong,” God would never do that. 

 

v. 13 Who appointed him over the earth? Who put him 

in charge of the whole world?  

 

Question #2: “Who appointed him over the earth?” 

 

Question #3: “Who put him in charge of the whole world?” 

 

Now when we read those we can lose track if we don’t realize 

what he’s driving at. God was never appointed over the earth. 
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God was never put in charge of the earth.  

 

GOD IS GOD! He is accountable to no one. He is sovereign. 

Nobody appointed Him to be God. 

 

So because nobody appointed Him to be God, He’s God! And 

guess what? He’s not accountable to any board or anybody for 

what He does! And most of all, He’s not accountable to us for 

what He allows in our life! He doesn’t have to tell us why He 

does it, because He’s God! 

 

That’s the point. And yet how many times do we scream into 

His face and say, “Why did You allow this? And what did I do 

to deserve it?” That’s totally contrary to God. 

 

God is sovereign. Nobody’s responsible. Nobody appointed 

Him. He’s God—and He’s accountable to no one. 

 

Lamentations 3:22, 23 

 

It’s of the Lord’s mercies that you are not consumed, because 

His compassions fail not. They’re new every morning. Great is 

thy faithfulness. 

 

He was faithful enough to give you the gift of life today so you 

could live today. That changes our whole perspective when we 

realize that God is the Author of life. 

 

v. 14 If it were his intention and he withdrew his spirit 

and breath,  
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“If it were his intention to withdraw his spirit and breath,” 

 

v. 15 all mankind would perish together and man would 

return to the dust.  

 

“all mankind would perish together and man would return to 

the dust.” 

 

“If I could just say, shut off the oxygen! BAM! Everybody 

would die instantaneously. It’ll all be over.” 

 

Job had those feelings. Back in Job 27:3 he says: 

 

Job 27:3 

 

As long as I have life within me, the breath of God in my 

nostrils. 

 

Job 27:8 

 

For what hope has the godless when he is cut off, when God 

takes away his life? 

 

There comes a time when God takes away the gift that He 

gives on a daily basis! That’s why we’re taught to “number our 

days and apply our hearts to wisdom.” (ref. Psalm 90:12) 

 

“All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him 

nothing came into being that has come into being. In Him was 
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life, and the life was the light of men.” (John 1:3, 4) 

 

v. 16 If you have understanding, hear this; listen to 

what I say.  

 

“If you have understanding, hear this; listen to what I say.” 

 

He has the word “listen” again.  

 

“If you have understanding, hear this;” 

 

In other words, “if you understand, listen to what I say.” 

 

See the word “you”? That’s in the SINGULAR.  

 

It’s like “Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar, you just sit over here. I’m 

talking to Job.”  

 

With the “you” singular, he’s made a transition now and the 

thing is focused just on Job here.  

 

“If you have understanding [Job], then hear this; listen to 

what I say.” 

 

v. 17 Can he who hates justice govern? Will you 

condemn the just and mighty One?  

 

Question #4: “Can he who hates justice govern?” 

 

Question #5: “Will you condemn the just and mighty One?” 

C
opyright ©

 2023 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



21 

 

 

If God “hates justice” could He be the governor? A God who 

can’t give justice? 

 

We are in trouble if we don’t have a cultural revival and a 

return to moral absolutes. We are right on the verge of total 

anarchy.  

 

We read in the book of Judges—“everyone did that which is 

right in his own eyes.” (ref. Judges 21:25) 

 

v. 18 Is he not the One who says to kings, ‘You are 

worthless,’ and to nobles, ‘You are wicked,’  

 

Question #6: “Is he not the One who says to kings, “You are 

worthless,” and to nobles, “You are wicked,”” 

 

When we read the book of Kings, what do we read? We read 

about this king like Ahab and he did more evil than any other 

king before him.  

 

After each king, remember what God says? “He did evil in the 

sight of the Lord” or “He did right in the eyes of the Lord.” 

 

God renders a verdict on each of these kings and He has the 

right to do that because He’s king—He’s sovereign. 

 

v. 19 who shows no partiality to princes and does not 

favor the rich over the poor, for they are all the 

work of his hands?  
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Question #6 continued: “who shows no partiality to princes 

and he doesn’t favor the rich over the poor, for they are all the 

work of his hands?” 

 

He’s not guilty of partiality.  

 

v. 20 They die in an instant, in the middle of the night; 

the people are shaken and they pass away; the 

mighty are removed without human hand.  

 

“They die in an instant, in the middle of the night; the people 

are shaken and they pass away; the mighty are removed 

without human hand.” 

 

Luke 12:19, 20 

 

“I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for 

many years; take thine ease, eat, drink and be merry.’ But 

God said unto him, ‘Thou fool! This night thy soul shall be 

required of thee.’ Then whose shall those things be which you 

have provided? 

 

James hits on that: 

 

James 4:13-17 

 

Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow, we’re going to go 

to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in 

business and make a profit.” Yet you do not know what your 
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life is going to be like tomorrow. You’re just a vapor that 

appears for a little time and then vanishes away. Instead, you 

ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and also do this 

or that.” But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such 

boasting is evil. Therefore, the one who knows the right thing 

to do, and does not do it, to him it is sin. 

 

On top of that, look at verse 21.  

 

Not only does he have the control over life and death: 

 

v. 21 His eyes are on the ways of men; he sees their 

every step.  

 

“His eyes are on the ways of men; and he sees their every 

step.” 

 

He sees it all! He is aware of what’s going on in our life. 

 

Now let’s talk to ACHAN for a minute. Did he realize God was 

looking down when he buried those things in the floor of his 

tent in Jericho?  

 

What about ANANIAS and SAPPHIRA? Did they know that 

when they lied about that real estate deal that God was 

looking down in their hearts and was going to arrest them 

shortly?  

 

What about GEHAZI when he ran after Naaman’s chariot to 

take those clothes and those silver wedges, after Elisha was 
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involved in the healing that took place in Naaman’s life? 

 

What about JUDAS ISCARIOT? 

 

God looks down and He sees and He has perfect knowledge. 

God is omniscient—He’s all-knowing. Because He’s all-

knowing, He is also all-seeing. 

 

“The eye of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole 

earth” (2 Chronicles 16:9). 

 

Then how could we say that God is unfair since that’s true of 

Him? 

 

v. 22 There is no dark place, no deep shadow, where 

evildoers can hide.  

 

“There is no dark place, no deep shadow, where evildoers can 

hide.” 

 

We can’t hide someplace where we think that God can’t see us 

and know what’s going on. No! 

 

v. 23 God has no need to examine men further, that 

they should come before him for judgment.  

 

“God has no need to examine men further, that they should 

come before him for judgment.” 

 

Job has said over and over again, “If I could just fix my case 
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and go before God and let the God of the universe judge my 

case, then it’d be okay.”  

 

Elihu says: 

 

“God has no need to examine men further,” 

 

Why? 

 

1. He has all the evidence he needs for a conviction. 

 

2. We aren’t shredding any documents because He has them 

all. 

 

”The evidence is overwhelming and He has already judged 

your case Job, so there’s no sense in you coming and 

prolonging it by presenting it once again.” 

 

In essence, he says because God knows all things and He sees 

all things, there’s no need to. 

 

v. 24 Without inquiry he shatters the mighty and sets 

up others in their place.  

 

“Without inquiry he shatters the mighty and sets up others in 

their place.” 

 

He’s God. He can do that. He can take one person who  is 

leading and put him down and put somebody else in his place.  
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Psalm 75:6, 7 

 

Promotion comes neither from the east nor from the west 

nor from the south. 

But God is the judge; 

He puts down one and He sets up another. 

 

That’s God. He can do that. If we’ve had the privilege of living 

today and of enjoying life, we aren’t indispensable. When God 

says it’s time to come home and He pulls on the chain and 

blows the whistle, we’re going to the house. There’s no 

questioning or prolonging with God. He will move and act. 

 

Listen to this: 

 

 

(The Victorious Christian Life by Dr. Tony Evans)  

 

 I've had glimpses of Solomon's disillusionment. I fly 

approximately fifty thousand miles a year on speaking 

engagements. If the plane were to crash and I were to die, my 

wife would certainly grieve for a while. But being young and 

beautiful, she would probably remarry. That's OK. I wouldn't 

want her to live her life alone. But still that thought bothers 

me a little. The man she would marry might move into my 

house—for which he would not have paid one dime. He might 

drive my car and maybe even wear some of my clothes. He 

would receive those things for free because I would not be 

around anymore. That's a bitter thought to chew on if work [is 

supposed to give you] life meaning. 
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p. 11  

 

He’s saying that he’s going to be out of here and some other 

guy is going to be able to enjoy all the fruit of his labor! That’s 

tough. That’s enough to produce a mid-life crisis and that’s the 

end of the story. 

 

The Living Bible translate verse 24: 

 

Without making a federal case of it, God simply shatters the 

greatest of men and puts them in their place. 

 

Well said.  

 

v. 25 Because he takes note of their deeds, he 

overthrows them in the night and they are crushed.  

 

“Because”—REASON—“he takes note of their deeds, he 

overthrows them in the night and they are crushed.” 

 

v. 26 He punishes them for their wickedness where 

everyone can see them,  

 

“He punishes them for their wickedness where everyone can 

see them,” 

 

He’s assuming that Job is wicked and all this that’s going on 

in Job’s life is because of wickedness. That’s his Patriarchal 

Prosperity Gospel coming out here. 
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v. 27 because they turned from following him and had 

no regard for any of his ways.  

 

“because they turned from following him and had no regard 

for any of his ways.” 

 

That’s a hard thing to say to Job. 

 

v. 28 They caused the cry of the poor to come before 

him, so that he heard the cry of the needy.  

 

“They caused the cry of the poor to come before him, so that he 

heard the cry of the needy.” 

 

Job didn’t do any of that. 

 

v. 29 But if he remains silent, who can condemn him? If 

he hides his face, who can see him? Yet he is over 

man and nation alike,  

 

“But if he remains silent, who can condemn him?”—that is 

God—. 

 

Question #7: “If he hides his face, who can see him?” 

 

Question #8: “Yet he is over man and nation alike,” 

 

v. 30 to keep a godless man from ruling, from laying 

snares for the people.  
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“to keep a godless man from ruling, from laying snares for the 

people.” 

 

Notice these next verses. This is going to get good now so pay 

attention. 

 

v. 31 Suppose a man says to God, ‘I am guilty but will 

offend no more.  

 

“Suppose a man says to God, “I am guilty but I will offend no 

more.” 

 

Job said, “You know if there is something in my life that I’m 

not aware of, if God will just show me—I love God so much—I 

won’t do that anymore.” That’s all Job said.  

 

Elihu is going to build a case against him right here. Now 

watch what he’s going to do. 

 

v. 32 Teach me what I cannot see; if I have done wrong, 

I will not do so again.’  

 

“Teach me what I cannot see; if I have done wrong, I will not 

do so again.’” 

 

v. 33 Should God then reward you on your terms, when 

you refuse to repent? You must decide, not I; so tell 

me what you know.  

 

“Should God then reward you on your own terms,” 
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We have people today that want to come to God on their terms 

without repentance. That is where he is nailing Job real hard. 

It’s like all of Job’s arguments are to avoid repentance. That 

might be true. It might be the pride of Job’s heart that’s 

keeping him from being broken and acknowledge he has a 

need. 

 

This is strong stuff. Look at it again—verse 33: 

 

Question #9: “Should God then reward you on your terms, 

when you refuse to repent?” 

 

“You must decide, not I; so tell me what you know.” 

 

That is tough and relevant. 

 

Stedman says of that: 

 

 Good question, isn’t it? What he is pointing out is that 

someone may say, “Well, all right, I got into trouble, I did 

something wrong but I won’t do it anymore. I’ll reform my life 

and watch in that area, but I’m still going to run my life 

myself.” Elihu says, “Can you say that to God? He will not 

accept that.” Reform is not what he is after; God desires 

repentance and relationship, the surrender of the right to run 

your life, and he will accept no other basis [for] relationship. 

(source unknown) 

 

When he gets to the end of that verse, there’s a pause in the 
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speech. It’s like he’s saying, “Job, the ball’s in your court. I’d 

like to have you say a word.” 

 

Sometimes when we get in a good knock-down drag-out with 

each other in our marriage relationship and one of us is 

suffering from a little oral diarrhea, and has been on the 

pedestal, has given our big speech, and then all of a sudden 

stops to hear our mate say something? And they don’t say 

anything but just sit there? How the temperature rises in the 

silence? It’s like a volcano is about to erupt. 

 

We get mad don’t we? We get really ticked because we’re 

getting no response. 

 

That’s exactly what happens to Elihu. Job doesn’t say 

anything. It’s like Job is so tired, he’s so beat up and he’s 

whipped from the other eight speeches he’s had to listen to.  

 

There might be some truth mixed into what Elihu has to say 

and he’s under conviction and he’s not going to say anything. 

He’s not going to tip his hand right now and prolong this thing 

any further. This kid is full of words and the sooner we get 

over the better. 

 

He doesn’t say anything. The guy who’s presenting the case 

realizes that he’s whipped the opponent, he turns to the jury 

with a snide smile on his face like “I can taste the blood of 

victory.” That’s where we are at verse 34. 
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v. 34 Men of understanding declare, wise men who hear 

me say to me,  

 

“Men of understanding”—he turns to them—“declare, wise 

men who hear me say to me,” 

 

v. 35 ‘Job speaks without knowledge; his words lack 

insight.’  

 

““Job speaks without wisdom; his words lack insight.”” 

 

Charge #1: “[He] speaks without wisdom.” 

 

Charge #2: “his words lack insight.” 

 

Job doesn’t have both oars in the water!  

 

“Job your butter’s slipped off your biscuit! The lights are out 

on the upper floor! The elevator’s stuck in the basement!”  

 

““Job speaks without knowledge; his words lack insight.”” 

 

Now notice verse 36. Here is some court terminology. 

 

v. 36 Oh, that Job might be tested to the utmost for 

answering like a wicked man!  

 

“Oh, that Job might be tested to the utmost for answering like 

a wicked man!” 
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That’s the term “throw the book at him.”  

 

“I hope the law is taken to the limits with you and you get the 

full extent of the law and what it can do! Throw the book at 

him!” 

 

His philosophy is hammer a guy hard enough and long 

enough, he’s going to finally break and then he will repent. 

That’s what these guys are doing. It’s hammer, hammer, 

hammer to get Job to that moment of brokenness and 

repentance and acknowledge that they’re right. 

 

v. 37 To his sin he adds rebellion; scornfully he claps 

his hands among us and multiplies his words 

against God.”  

 

“To his sin he adds rebellion; scornfully clapping his hands 

among us and multiplies his words against God.”’ 

 

He’s summarizing all that Job has had to say.  

 

Now these final words. 

 

35:v. 1 Then Elihu said:  

 

“Then Elihu said:” 

 

v. 2 “Do you think this is just? You say, ‘I will be cleared 

by God.’  
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Question #10: ‘“Do you think this is just? You say, “I will be 

cleared by God.””  

 

v. 3 Yet you ask him, ‘What profit is it to me, and what 

do I gain by not sinning?’  

 

Question #11: “Yet you ask him, “What profit is it to me, and 

what do I gain by not sinning?””—Patriarchal Prosperity 

Gospel again. 

 

v. 4 I would like to reply to you and to your friends 

with you.  

 

“I would like to reply to you and to your friends with you.” 

 

v. 5 Look up at the heavens and see; gaze at the clouds 

so high above you.  

 

“Look up at the heavens and see; gaze at the clouds so high 

above you.” 

 

When we stop and look at creation, it causes us to have an 

appreciation for the glory and the greatness of God. 

 

Cecil Alexander in The Book of Virtues has these words “All 

Things Beautiful”: 

 

(The Book of Virtues by William J. Bennett)  

 

All things bright and beautiful, 

C
opyright ©

 2023 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



35 

 

All creatures great and small, 

All things wise and wonderful, 

The Lord God made them all. 

 

Each little flower … 

 

The purple-headed mountain,… 

 

The cold wind in the winter,… 

 

The tall trees in the greenwood,… 

 

He gave us eyes to see them, 

And lips that we might tell 

How great is God Almighty, 

Who has made all things well. 

pp. 748-9  

 

That’s the picture that Elihu is trying to get Job to see. 

 

v. 6 If you sin, how does that affect him? If your sins are 

many, what does that do to him?  

 

Question #12: “If you sin, how does that affect him?”—this 

great sovereign God. 

 

Question #13: “If your sins are many, what does that do to 

him?”  
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v. 7 If you are righteous, what do you give to him, or 

what does he receive from your hand?  

 

Question #14: “If you are righteous, what do you give to him, 

or what did he receive from your hand?”  

 

v. 8 Your wickedness affects only a man like yourself, 

and your righteousness only the sons of men.  

 

“Your wickedness affects only a man like yourself, and your 

righteousness only the sons of men.” 

 

The answer to that is when we’re righteous, we’re doing things 

for others and that affects other people. 

 

v. 9 Men cry out under a load of oppression; they plead 

for relief from the arm of the powerful.  

 

“Men cry out under a load of oppression; they plead for relief 

from the arm of the powerful.” 

 

v. 10 But no one says, ‘Where is God my Maker, who 

gives songs in the night,  

 

Question #15: “But no one says, “Where is God my Maker, who 

gives songs in the night,” 

 

Isn’t it wonderful how every once in a while in a speech like 

that we can throw it into neutral and we kind of lose it for a 

little bit. Then all of a sudden in a little phrase like that, the 
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Spirit of God will just jump right out of the text at us? Now 

isn’t that sweet? 

 

Here’s a guy that’s just been hammering Job all the way 

through this thing and all of a sudden he talks about the God 

“who gives songs in the night.” 

 

God does “give songs in the night,” but the only songs He’s 

going to give in the nights are the ones that we’ve learned in 

the daytime—because we can’t see the notes and the music in 

the night. 

 

Psalm 42:8 

 

By day the Lord directs his love, 

at night his song is with me— 

a prayer to the God of my life. 

 

Acts 16:25—After getting whipped in the public square, Paul 

and Silas are thrown into prison about six o’clock in the 

afternoon. It takes them six hours to get their heads together 

emotionally. At midnight they begin to sing songs in the night, 

and the prisoners were listening to them as they sang. 

 

It was a very interesting statistic in William Bennett’s little 

book called The Index of Leading Cultural Indicators. Listen 

to this statement: 

 

(The Index of Leading Cultural Indicators by William J. 

Bennett)  
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 Between the seventh and twelfth grades, the average 

teenager listens to 10,500 hours of rock music, just slightly 

less than the entire number of hours spent in the classroom 

from kindergarten through high school. 

p. 112  

 

It was Wiersbe who said: 

 

“If God doesn't see fit to remove our burdens, He always gives 

strength to bear them—and a song to sing while doing it!” 

(source unknown) 

 

That’s our God. He is there to move us through it 

triumphantly. 

 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon put it this way: 

 

“Any man can sing in the day…It is easy to sing when we can 

read the notes by daylight; but he is the skillful singer who 

can sing when there is not a ray of light by which to 

read…Songs in the night come only from God; they are not in 

the power of man.” 

(source unknown) 

 

v. 11 who teaches more to us than to the beasts of the 

earth and makes us wiser than the birds of the air?’  

 

Here’s the remainder of Question #15: “who teaches more to 

us than to the beasts of the earth and makes us wiser than the 
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birds of the air?”” 

 

In other words, he teaches us through His Word so we can 

understand. He teaches us more! He “makes us wiser than the 

birds of the air.” 

 

Somebody said: 

 

(The Complete Book of Zingers by Croft M. Pentz)  

 

The best thing to do with the Bible is to know it in the head, 

stow it in the heart, sow it in the world, and show it in the life. 

p. 13  

 

(Tender Warrior: God's Intention for a Man by Stu Weber)  

 

 My friend, Moishe Rosen, says it well: “You get a 

microwave, you get a book. You get a toaster, you get a book. 

You get a car, you get a book. You get a life, you get a Book.” 

Stands to reason. The patent holder issues the owner’s 

manual. Born a human—male or female—you get a Book. 

Think of the Bible as the owner’s manual for your masculinity. 

Think of it as the mother spring. The Headwaters. And drink 

deeply from it. 

p. 37  

 

Tony Evans says: 

 

(The Victorious Christian Life by Dr. Tony Evans)  
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One of the primary reasons you learn the Word is so that you 

can have Bible studies with the devil! 

 Satan can handle you, but he can’t handle God’s Word. 

p. 114  

 

Martin Luther said it best: “The Bible is like a lion. You don’t 

have to defend it; just let it loose. It will defend itself.” 

p. 123  

 

Well said.  

v. 12 He does not answer when men cry out because of 

the arrogance of the wicked.  

 

“He does not answer when men cry out because of the 

arrogance of the wicked.” 

 

There is the heart of it. “God isn’t answering you Job because 

you’re too proud. And as long as you’re proud and you’re 

picketing God as being unjust, and He’s not worth working for, 

God isn’t going to answer.”  

 

It just might be that we’re not getting some answers to prayer 

because we’re not broken enough before him. 

 

James 4:4 

 

You have not because you ask not. When you ask, you ask 

amiss that you can consume it on your own desires. 

 

If that’s the motivation behind the asking—to minister to our 
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own personal comfort and our own personal pride—no wonder 

heaven is silent. 

 

Psalm 52:17 

 

The Lord is near to a broken, contrite heart, 

a broken and a contrite heart, O God, 

He will not despise. 

 

God wants us broken and contrite before Him. 

 

“He does not answer when wicked men cry because of the 

arrogance of the wicked.” 

 

v. 13 Indeed, God does not listen to their empty plea; 

the Almighty pays no attention to it.  

 

“Indeed, God does not listen to their empty plea; the Almighty 

pays no attention to it.” 

 

v. 14 How much less, then, will he listen when you say 

that you do not see him, that your case is before 

him and you must wait for him,  

 

“How much less, then, will he listen when you say that you do 

not see him, that your case is before him and you’ve got to 

wait for him,” 

 

v. 15 and further, that his anger never punishes and he 

does not take the least notice of wickedness.  
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“and further, that his anger never punishes and he does not 

take the least notice of wickedness.” 

 

Job opens his mouth with empty talk, without knowledge, he 

multiplies words. 

 

Now the last verse we had was Job 34:35 when he accused Job 

there. Put that together with verse 16. 

 

Job 34:35 

 

Job speaks without knowledge, his words lack insight. Now 

here at the end of the speech he says: 

 

v. 16 So Job opens his mouth with empty talk; without 

knowledge he multiplies words.”  

 

“So Job opens his mouth with empty talk; and without 

knowledge he multiplies words.”‘ 

 

There’s another guy multiplying words and that’s Elihu. He’s 

saying a whole lot, and some of it’s very hurtful.  

 

One minister said: 

 

Once my sweet little wife suggested that when I prepare my 

sermon to remember the advertisement of a new washing 

machine “After it spins dry, it shuts itself off automatically.” 
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(From InfoSearch 3.5, original source unknown) 

 

A. W. Tozer said: 

 

(On Being a Servant of God by Warren W. Wiersbe)  

 

“Never be afraid of honest criticism. If the critic is wrong, you 

can help him; and if you’re wrong, he can help you. Either 

way, [somebody has got to be] helped.” 

p. 52  

 

Fénelon said: 

 

(The Seeking Heart by Fénelon)  

 

People will come and go—let them do as they please. See only 

God. He is the One that afflicts or comforts you through people 

and circumstances. He does this for your benefit. 

p. 49  

 

That’s the case with Job. 

 

We have ten lessons that come out of our text. 

 

Lesson #1: How quickly the original intention of comfort can 

be lost in the spirit of confrontation. 

 

Lesson #2: “It is unthinkable that God would do wrong, that 

the Almighty would pervert justice.” 
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Lesson #3: God could choose to take away the breath of 

mankind and all would perish. 

 

Lesson #4: God is obligated to no one when it comes to 

explaining the reasons why he allows certain things to 

happen. 

 

Lesson #5: “His eyes are on the ways of men; he sees their 

every step.” 

 

Lesson #6: God has all the evidence He needs for a conviction. 

 

Lesson #7: Should God then reward you on your terms when 

you refuse to repent? 

 

Lesson #8: It is Elihu’s desire that God “throw the book” at 

Job for his pride. 

 

Lesson #9: Our God is the one “who gives songs in the night.” 

 

Lesson #10: Our God is the one who teaches us how to walk 

with Him in fellowship. 

 

Listen to what Dennis Byrd says about what happened to him 

right after he was injured playing for the Kansas City Chiefs 

while they were on their way to the hospital: 

 

(Rise and Walk by Dennis Byrd with Michael D’Orso)  

 

 Then we prayed, Pepper and Ange and I. [Ange is his 
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wife] 

 There were trials ahead of me that I could not imagine, so 

many moments where my [life] and strength would be tested, 

but none would be more crucial than the prayer we shared 

inside that ambulance. Because it was then and there that I 

found the inner core of peace that would see me through 

everything to come. It was at that moment, en route to the 

hospital, that I turned everything over to the Lord, that I put 

it all in His hands. 

 There’s a power to a moment like that that can only really 

be understood by someone who’s experienced it. In a way, it’s 

a total surrender, a serenity that comes from letting go of pain 

or fear or sorrow and putting it all in the hands of something 

far stronger than anything we can feel or imagine, putting it 

in the hands of the Lord. But it’s not a simple matter, 

achieving that serenity, making that surrender. It takes faith. 

It takes true belief, the kind of acceptance and assurance 

that’s rooted deep in a person’s soul, beyond words or even 

thoughts. 

pp. 130-31  

 

God takes care. He watches over us. 

 

This is a great little story: 

 

A construction crew was building a new road through a rural 

area, knocking down trees as it progressed. A superintendent 

noticed that one tree had a nest of birds who couldn’t yet fly. 

He marked the tree so that it wouldn’t be cut down. 

 Several weeks later the superintendent came to the tree. 
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He got into a bucket truck and was lifted up so that he could 

peer into the nest. The fledglings were gone. They had 

obviously learned to fly. The superintendent ordered the tree 

cut down. 

 As the tree crashed to the ground, the nest fell clear, and 

some of the material that the birds had gathered to make the 

nest was scattered [about]. Part of it was a scrap torn from a 

Sunday school pamphlet. On the little strip of paper were 

these words: “He [cares] for you.” 

 

[Bits & Pieces, Vol. M, No 1D. Page 10.] 

 

(From InfoSearch 3.5, original source unavailable) 

 

God does. We need to realize that. He cares for us as a person. 

It’d be good, at the end of this study, to recognize God’s 

sovereignty and His right to do whatever He wants in each of 

our lives. 

 

(The New Church Hymnal by Lexicon Music) 

 

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! 

Thou art the Potter, I am the clay. 

Mould me and make me After Thy will, 

While I am waiting, Yielded and still. 

 

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! 

Search me and try me, Master, today! 

Whiter than snow, Lord, Wash me just now, 

As in Thy presence Humbly I bow. 
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Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! 

Wounded and weary, Help me, I pray! 

Power all power Surely is Thine! 

Touch me and heal me, Saviour divine! 

 

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! 

Hold o'er my being Absolute sway! 

Fill with Thy Spirit Till all shall see 

Christ only, always, Living in me! 

p. 186  

 

Father, it’s the prayer of each of us that we would be aware 

again that we can trust You and that we could go back to Job’s 

earlier words when he would say, “Thou He slay me, yet will I 

trust in Him.” And that we would do that afresh. It’s so easy 

for us to get our eyes off of You and on circumstances and then 

accuse You of injustice and not doing things the way we think 

they ought to be done. Please forgive us for trying to play God 

in our own lives. Forgive us for our pride and unbrokenness. 

Forgive us for coming on our terms rather than by the course 

of repentance and brokenness that allows You to be free and 

sovereign and to work in our lives. We love you and rejoice in 

the warmth and the closeness we feel together as we’ve 

studied Your Word. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of JOB 

 

Persevere and Press On 

 

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering” 

 

 

Study Number Twenty-One – Job 34:1-35:16  

 

            NOTES 
v. 1 Then Elihu said:  

v. 2 “Hear my words, you wise men; listen to me, you men of 

learning.  

v. 3 For the ear tests words as the tongue tastes food.  

v. 4 Let us discern for ourselves what is right; let us learn together 

what is good. 

v. 5 Job says, ‘I am innocent, but God denies me justice. 

v. 6 Although I am right, I am considered a liar; although I am 

guiltless, his arrow inflicts an incurable wound.’  

v. 7 What man is like Job, who drinks scorn like water?  

v. 8 He keeps company with evildoers; he associates with wicked 

men.  

v. 9 For he says, ‘It profits a man nothing when he tries to please 

God.’ 

v. 10 So listen to me, you men of understanding. Far be it from 

God to do evil, from the Almighty to do wrong.  

v. 11 He repays a man for what he has done; he brings upon him 

what his conduct deserves.  

v. 12 It is unthinkable that God would do wrong, that the 

Almighty would pervert justice.  

v. 13 Who appointed him over the earth? Who put him in charge of 

the whole world?  

v. 14 If it were his intention and he withdrew his spirit and breath,  

v. 15 all mankind would perish together and man would return to 

the dust. 

v. 16 If you have understanding, hear this; listen to what I say. 

v. 17 Can he who hates justice govern? Will you condemn the just 

and mighty One?  
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            NOTES 
v. 18 Is he not the One who says to kings, ‘You are worthless,’ and 

to nobles, ‘You are wicked,’ 

v. 19 who shows no partiality to princes and does not favor the rich 

over the poor, for they are all the work of his hands? 

v. 20 They die in an instant, in the middle of the night; the people 

are shaken and they pass away; the mighty are removed without 

human hand. 

v. 21 His eyes are on the ways of men; he sees their every step.  

v. 22 There is no dark place, no deep shadow, where evildoers can 

hide.  

v. 23 God has no need to examine men further, that they should 

come before him for judgment.  

v. 24 Without inquiry he shatters the mighty and sets up others in 

their place. 

v. 25 Because he takes note of their deeds, he overthrows them in 

the night and they are crushed.  

v. 26 He punishes them for their wickedness where everyone can 

see them, 

v. 27 because they turned from following him and had no regard 

for any of his ways.  

v. 28 They caused the cry of the poor to come before him, so that he 

heard the cry of the needy.  

v. 29 But if he remains silent, who can condemn him? If he hides 

his face, who can see him? Yet he is over man and nation alike,  

v. 30 to keep a godless man from ruling, from laying snares for the 

people. 

v. 31 Suppose a man says to God, ‘I am guilty but will offend no 

more. 

v. 32 Teach me what I cannot see; if I have done wrong, I will not 

do so again.’ 

v. 33 Should God then reward you on your terms, when you refuse 

to repent? You must decide, not I; so tell me what you know. 

v. 34 Men of understanding declare, wise men who hear me say to 

me, 

v. 35 ‘Job speaks without knowledge; his words lack insight.’  

v. 36 Oh, that Job might be tested to the utmost for answering like 

a wicked man!  

v. 37 To his sin he adds rebellion; scornfully he claps his hands 

among us and multiplies his words against God.” 

 

 

  

C
opyright ©

 2023 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



50 

 

            NOTES 
35:v. 1 Then Elihu said:  

v. 2 “Do you think this is just? You say, ‘I will be cleared by God.’ 

v. 3 Yet you ask him, ‘What profit is it to me, and what do I gain by 

not sinning?’ 

v. 4 I would like to reply to you and to your friends with you.  

v. 5 Look up at the heavens and see; gaze at the clouds so high 

above you.  

v. 6 If you sin, how does that affect him? If your sins are many, 

what does that do to him?  

v. 7 If you are righteous, what do you give to him, or what does he 

receive from your hand?  

v. 8 Your wickedness affects only a man like yourself, and your 

righteousness only the sons of men. 

v. 9 Men cry out under a load of oppression; they plead for relief 

from the arm of the powerful.  

v. 10 But no one says, ‘Where is God my Maker, who gives songs in 

the night,  

v. 11 who teaches more to us than to the beasts of the earth and 

makes us wiser than the birds of the air?’ 

v. 12 He does not answer when men cry out because of the 

arrogance of the wicked.  

v. 13 Indeed, God does not listen to their empty plea; the Almighty 

pays no attention to it.  

v. 14 How much less, then, will he listen when you say that you do 

not see him, that your case is before him and you must wait for 

him,  

v. 15 and further, that his anger never punishes and he does not 

take the least notice of wickedness. 

v. 16 So Job opens his mouth with empty talk; without knowledge 

he multiplies words.” 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Job 34:1-35:16 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 
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2. What are Elihu’s objectives, according to chapter 34:4? 

 

 

 

 

3. What is unthinkable as far as Elihu is concerned,  

according to verse 12? 

 

 

 

 

4. What key question does Elihu ask in verse 33? 

 

 

 

 

5. What does Elihu say of Job, according to verses 35-37? 

 

 

 

 

6. How does Elihu describe God in chapter 35:10, 11? 
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7. Why does God sometimes not answer, according to  

verse 12? 

 

 

 

 

8. What does Elihu say of Job in verse 16? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: How quickly the original intention of comfort can 

be lost in the spirit of confrontation. 
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LESSON #2: “It is unthinkable that God would do wrong, that 

the Almighty would pervert justice.” 

 

LESSON #3: God could choose to take away the breath of 

mankind and all would perish. 

 

LESSON #4: God is obligated to no one when it comes to 

explaining the reasons why he allows certain things to 

happen. 

 

LESSON #5: “His eyes are on the ways of men; he sees their 

every step.” 

 

LESSON #6: God has all the evidence He needs for a 

conviction. 

 

LESSON #7: Should God then reward you on your terms when 

you refuse to repent? 

 

LESSON #8: It is Elihu’s desire that God “throw the book” at 

Job for his pride. 

 

LESSON #9: Our God is the one “who gives songs in the 

night.” 

 

LESSON #10: Our God is the one who teaches us how to walk 

with Him in fellowship. 
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