A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Twenty-Two — Job 36:1-37:24

We are in the middle of listening to Elihu and he’s finishing
his speech. In the last two episodes the Lord’s going to step
into the arena and bring this glorious book to a close.

Now the thing that we need to focus on i1s God, because He’s
mentioned 79 times in this particular study. It’s like some of
the writers feel that Elihu actually gives four speeches,
because he gives them in sequence. The text says “Elihu
continues.” He does pause and wait for Job to interact and Job
doesn’t say anything so he just keeps on talking.

We learned at the beginning that he was full of words and he
has not disappointed us in that regard. He is also young and a
little bit conceited, but he’s also been pretty ugly to Job at
times. But there are other times he’s softer. There are other
times when he speaks to 1ssues that really need to be
addressed.

Sometimes speakers get on a roll. Elihu i1s there. He finishes

strong. Some of the things he has to say are hurtful to Job,

when we see 1t in context. But in other ways he accomplishes
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his purpose by glorifying God and setting the stage for God to
come on the scene and to speak in the remaining two dramas
that we’re going to have together.

Now before we begin, here’s a little poetic piece to set the
stage for our own meditation. This is called “Beyond Today”:

If we could see beyond today
As God can see;
If all the clouds should roll away,
The shadows flee
O’er present griefs, we would not fret,
Each sorrow we would soon forget;
For many joys we are waiting yet,
For you and me.

If we could know beyond today
What God doth know,
Why dearest treasures pass away,
And tears must flow;
And why the darkness leads to light,
Why dreary paths will soon grow bright;
Some day life’s wrongs will be made right.
Faith tells us so.

“If we could see, if we could know,”
We often say;
But God in love a vail doth throw
Across our ways;
We cannot see what lies before,
2



And so we cling to Him the more;

He leads us till this life is o’er...
Trust and obey.

(source unknown)

Job has been through it all and he’s heard from all of these
guys. All four of them have spoken to him so many times. It’s
like he’s worn out, he’s exhausted and God knows just when to
come on the scene—and we'’re getting prepared.

v. 1 Elihu continued:
“Elihu continued:”

v. 2 “Bear with me a little longer and I will show you
that there is more to be said in God’s behalf.

“Bear with me a little longer and I will show you that there 1s
more to be said in God’s behalf.”

Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar are probably getting a little
uncomfortable that this young guy i1s dominating the
conversation. He’s continuing to keep on keeping on. They're
wondering when he’s ever going to stop.

He feels that and so he says:

“Bear with me a little longer and I will show you there’s more
to be said in God’s behalf.”



The two things that bother him more than anything else are:

1. Job is questioning God’s sovereignty in that God controls
and orders everything and

2. God 1s just.

In other words, he accuses God of injustice because he feels he
doesn’t deserve the treatment that he’s had. He’s made that
point many, many times in his speeches. This is what he’s
focusing on primarily in the study.

But he has one more objective, and that is to deal with Job’s
PRIDE. We can actually have a real problem with pride after
we become a believer. We can become proud of our
righteousness. We can be self-righteous—just talk to the
Pharisees and the Sadducees during the time of Christ.

Job 1s vulnerable. The message is going to get to the heart.
Job 1s going to break before this over.

Elihu has a contribution to make in that regard to painfully
make Job aware—even in his suffering and affliction—that he
has to deal with the problem of his pride. So as we walk
through the verses, know these are the objectives that Elihu
has in talking to Job.

Protect God’s sovereignty, protect God’s justice, and deal with
Job’s pride.



v. 3 I get my knowledge from afar; I will ascribe justice
to my Maker.

“I get my knowledge from afar; I will ascribe justice to my
Maker.”

Now when we read that we see Elihu saying, “I went away to

school. I went to Patriarchal University—PU for short—and I
got my knowledge from afar.”

Back 1n Job 34:35 he said this about Job:

Job 34:35

Job speaks without knowledge. His words lack insight.

Remember that? The last verse in our previous study, as he
finished he said:

Job 35:16

Job opens his mouth with empty talk; without knowledge he
multiplies words.

In other words, low cut. Chop, chop. Twice he says, “Job
doesn’t have any knowledge. He’s without knowledge. But I
want to tell you folks, I'm here tonight to tell you that I get my
knowledge from afar. I will ascribe justice to my Maker.”

Job didn’t do that, according to what Elihu’s getting ready to
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say.

Having said that, we get to verse 4. Be careful. Don’t get too
mad now.

v. 4 Be assured that my words are not false; one perfect
in knowledge is with you.

“Be assured that my words are not false; one perfect in
knowledge 1s with you.”

Now we have to be nice to Elihu. We can say that he’s saying
one of two things. We could say that he believes that he is
“perfect in knowledge,” that he has it all together.

Then we have to say he sure has an ego problem as big as all
outdoors. He has the big head. That’s a possibility, because he
used the words “I,” “me” and “my” 57 times in his first speech.

So the guy does have a problem with the fact that the sun
rises and sets on his little head and that he’s a pretty smart
boy.

He is saying that the “one [who is] perfect in knowledge” is
there, and that he 1s representing the one who 1s “perfect in
knowledge”—and that’s God.

Now we have vindication for that. When we get over to Job
37:16, just before the speech ends, we read this verse:



Job 37:16

“Did you know how the clouds hang poised, those wonders of
him who is perfect in knowledge?”

He uses the very same phrase, and it only refers to God, who’s
the one who hung the clouds in space. He’s the one who is
“perfect in knowledge.” So let’s be nice to the guy and give him
a break and put him in this kind of a situation.

Now one of the things that 1s safe for all of us to do is to
recognize God 1s “perfect in knowledge” and He knows what
we need 1n our lives. He will never violate that perfect
knowledge in how He works in our lives.

Ray Stedman felt so strongly about that he said:

Do not start with, “I'm right because I feel this way.” That 1s
what gets us into trouble. Start with, “God is right, and I must
agree with him.”

(source unknown)

In other words, God 1s always right. He’s “perfect in
knowledge,” and we must bring my feelings and my life in
conformity with this perfect God—and then that’ll keep us out
of trouble.

Maybe that’s what Elihu’s saying—that this God who is
“perfect in knowledge” 1s here now to teach us. And we see he
mentions God—verse 5.



v. 5 God is mighty, but does not despise men; he is
mighty, and firm in his purpose.

“God 1s mighty, but does not despise men; he is mighty, and
firm 1n his purpose.”

Elihu’s saying, “I want to talk to you for a minute Job about

God’s POWER and God’s PURPOSE.”

“God 1s mighty” in POWER and “God 1s mighty” in His
PURPOSE too. In other words, when we try to violate His
purpose, we're running up against a brick wall. God 1is not
going to conform His purpose for our desires. It’s our challenge
to conform our desires to His purpose—whatever that purposée
might be. Whether we understand it or not—it i1s for our best
interest—because He 1s “perfect in knowledge.” Isn’t that
beautiful?

Proverbs 16:9

In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines
his step.

We can make all kinds of plans, but the Lord is the one who
determines the steps.

Proverbs 19:21

Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s
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purpose that prevails.

Isaiah 55:8. 9

“My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways,” saith the Lord. “For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my
thoughts than your thoughts.”

God does know what’s best and it’s our responsibility to trust
Him when we don’t understand what’s going on in our lives.
So Elihu’s on track i1sn’t he?

“God 1s mighty” in His power. He can pull it off! And God 1is
“firm in his purpose.” He'll not violate that purpose.

v. 6 He does not keep the wicked alive but gives the
afflicted their rights.

“He does not keep the wicked alive but gives the afflicted theiz
rights.”

Now the theology of Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar is a theology
that the wicked die young because they don’t learn their
lessons and they don’t repent of their sin. They’re out of here.

They have the feeling that’s the way God 1s. When somebody
1s not going to learn their lesson, God says that’s it! He pulls
the chain, blows a whistle and they go to the house. It’'s over—
1t’s done—just that quick.



Now Job doesn’t agree with that. One of Job’s whole speeches
earlier in the dialogue was, “I know an awful lot of old codgers
who are reprobates.” He describes these wicked old folks who
live long lives and go to their grave in peace.

He says, “What does that do to your theology?”—when he’s
talking to Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar.

Now what does that do to our theology when we see some 75-
year-old reprobate that we know never would darken the door

of the church, and the crusty old goat would never come to
know the Lord?

What is that? When we think in terms of short life and long
life? It’s the fulfillment of:

2 Peter 3:9

The Lord is not willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance.

He’s going to give them as long as it’s going to take because
He loves them so much! And they’re going to have to doom
themselves to go to the grave in continuous rebellion and
resistance to the day of their death. As long as they’re alive,
there’s still hope.

God many times allows a person to live a long, long time so
that in the final hours even they can come like the thief on the
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cross and say, “Remember me when you come into your
kingdom.” They can come to that moment of repentance and
receiving Christ in those final hours.

And their theology says:

The wicked die young. Because when people are wicked they
suffer. And when they suffer, they eventually die.

v. 7 He does not take his eyes off the righteous; he
enthrones them with kings and exalts them forever:

“He does not take his eyes off the righteous; he enthrones
them with kings and exalts them forever.”

Where does that leave Job?

What happens sometimes when a guy puts his theology to
work and tries to apply a situation to it. He goes right over
Job. It’s like poor Job, sitting here on the ash heap, his wife
can’t give him the time of day, and his three friends have been
scorching him through the whole thing. Now Elihu’s doing the
same thing.

The poor guy’s just about near physical death and this guy
comes across with a message, “I want to tell you something
Job:”

“He doesn’t take his eyes off the righteous; he enthrones them
with kings and exalts them forever.”
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Now what’s that do to someone when they're sitting in the ash
heap and they have ten kids that are dead? It’s pretty tough te
take. But sometimes with our theology and our explanation
we run over people’s feelings, their emotions and their needs
to the point that we literally crush them!

v. 8 But if men are bound in chains, held fast by cords
of affliction,

“But men are bound in chains, held fast by the cords of
affliction,”

Many are held by the “cords of affliction,” even righteous
people are held by the “cords of affliction.”

David Watson was an Anglican evangelist in England and as
a young man he found out that he had cancer. And as soon as
he found out, he started writing a diary. He writes in his diary
his last sermon that he preaches just a week or two before he
dies. It’s a tremendous story. Now listen to what he says:

(Fear No Evil by David Watson)

Constantly God 1s trying to train and fashion us into his will,
and the process may be painful at times. We must humbly
accept that he knows what he is doing, and later we will see
the value of it...
There 1s no doubt that millions of Christians all down the
centuries have become more Christ-like through suffering. I
12



know of many who have an almost ethereal beauty about
them, refined through pain. In fact those who have
experienced more of the love of God than anyone I have ever
met have also endured more suffering. When you crush
lavender, you find its full fragrance; when you squeeze an
orange, you extract its sweet juice. In the same way it is often
through pains and hurts that we develop the fragrance and
sweetness of Jesus in our lives.

p. 119

The one thing Elihu does is he at least adds that possibility to
the suffering. That makes this study so special because he

brings this dimension to the whole thing. He kind of reverts
back and forth.

v. 9 he tells them what they have done—that they have
sinned arrogantly.

“he tells them what they have done—that they have sinned
arrogantly.”

So here’s a person who’s been bound by affliction—now here
comes the Patriarchal Prosperity Gospel. The best place to seé
1t 1s in these next verses. We can see 1t just as clear as day.
Look at it.

“if men are bound in chains, held fast by the cords of affliction,
he tells them what they have done—that they have sinned

arrogantly.”
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If we’re bound fast by affliction, the only way theology will fit
this is we have “sinned arrogantly.” Now he adds the word
“arrogantly” because he really wants to deal with Job’s pride.
In essence, he’s saying, “Job, you have sinned arrogantly.”

That word means to be strong. It means to have our heels dug
in. It means to have our jaw set. We aren’t going to submit.
That’s sinning arrogantly.

Job 33:17

Many times suffering to turn man from wrongdoing and
keeping him from pride.

The loaded word—*“arrogantly”—“pride.” He’s dealing
possibility in suffering to get Job to turn from his
“wrongdoing” and from his “pride.” So he brings it out once
again.

v. 10 He makes them listen to correction and commands
them to repent of their evil.

“He makes them listen to correction and commands them to
repent of their evil.”

Do you think Job can relate to that? He makes them “listen to
correction.” What’s he just gotten through doing? He’s listened
to eight speeches, from three of his friends on how to correct
his situation, and now he’s listened to three more from
Elihu—and this is the fourth.
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He’s listened to correction. Basically the bottom line of all of
1t—i1f we summarize 1t in one sentence—1is Job, the ball’s in
our court. If we’d repent everything’s going to work out fine.
It’s going to be great.

That’s really the theology now of all four of them. See what it
says?

“He makes them listen to correction and commands them to
repent of their evil.”

That’s what we do when we’re suffering. We “listen to
correction” and then we “repent” of our evil—which we've got
to deal with in order to get back on track.

Do you know what Job would be saying right now if he could
say 1t? “I want to hear from the source. You know I just really
would like to hear from the source. I've heard enough from
sinful man! I want to hear from the source!”

God 1sn’t going to disappoint him. He is going to come back
and he’s going to help us understand it.

But the two words that stand out 1n that verse are “listen” and
“repent.”

Now when we see the phrase “makes them listen,” do you
know what that is in the Hebrew? That means “to open their
ears.”
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Sometimes when we’re tired and weary and it’s the same song,
tenth verse and we're taking a nap because we've heard this
before. We just kind of put it on mute. We just sit there and
our eyes are open, but we're checked out and thinking about
something that happened during the day. We do that don’t
we? We do that to people.

Well, the real response is to make them listen. That is to open
their ears.

Hebrews 5:11

I have a lot that I would like to say to you, but it’s hard to
explain because you have become dull of hearing.

When we have a problem with hearing, we also have a
problem with obedience. We become dull in hearing. God’s not
going to give us any more to be involved in rich blessing of His
teaching us until we do what we already know. Then when we
do that, we’re going to hear fresh new insights of what needs
to be done 1n our life. A sensitivity to hearing.

He opens their ears. They “listen” and then they “repent.”

v. 11 If they obey and serve him, they will spend the
rest of their days in prosperity and their years in
contentment.

“]:f”
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“The ball’s in your court Job.”

“If they obey and serve him, they will spend the rest of their
days"—WHERE?—“In prosperity’—there’s your prosperity
gospel—“and their years in contentment.”

Bottom line 1s to get ourselves in a position of prosperity
according to Elihu.

Now 1s there something good in that verse? Oh brother there
1s!

Look at what it says one more time:

“If they obey and serve him, they will spend the rest of their
days in prosperity”

Now the only problem with that is what’s the motivation for
our obedience and our service?

If we’re trying to obey God and serve Him so He gives us a
bigger bottom line in the bank, that 1s totally foreign to
biblical truth.

We should be serving Him and being obedient to His Word
because He loves us unconditionally and He cared enough to
send His Son to die on the Cross. Out of gratitude, motivated
with a passion and a love for a lost and dying people, we are
then obedient and we serve.
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It has nothing to do with what we’re going to get in return
other than the awareness that the possibility could be there if
we're faithful. In our obedience and service we hear, “Well
done thou good and faithful servant.” That’s going to be
enough to take us through eternity.

What we’re saying is, it’s the whole motivation behind it.
Elihu 1s saying if we obey, if we serve Him, then we “will
spend the rest of your days in prosperity” and their years will
be “years of contentment.”

The Bible places a high premium on obedience. If you haven’t
done a study of obedience in the scripture you really need to
do it.

First John chapter 2 is a great chapter when it talks about
fellowship and obedience. In a number of places throughout
the Old Testament it teaches us to be obedient above
everything else. Moses in his farewell address focuses on
obedience. Joshua from the beginning at the end speaks about
being a person who’s obedient.

Max Lucado talks about Joseph and obedience:

(He Still Moves Stones by Max Lucado)

The Bethlehem sky is not the first to hear the pleadings of
a confused pilgrim.
If you are asking what Joseph asked, let me urge you to
18



do what Joseph did. Obey. That’s what he did. He obeyed. He
obeyed when the angel called. He obeyed when Mary
explained. He obeyed when God sent.

He was obedient to God.

He was obedient when the sky was bright.

He was obedient when the sky was dark.

He didn’t let his confusion disrupt his obedience. [Oh love
that phrase] He didn’t know everything. But he did what he
knew. He shut down his business, packed up his family, and
went to another country. Why? Because that’s what God said
to do.

What about you? Just like Joseph, you can’t see the whole
picture. Just like Joseph your task is to see that Jesus is
brought into your part of your world. And just like Joseph you
have a choice: to obey or disobey. Because Joseph obeyed, God
used him to change the world.

p. 179

Fénelon speaks to it:

(The Seeking Heart by Fénelon)

To be truly faithful you must totally obey God. Follow the
light which points out the way you should go. Intend to please
God 1n all things. Don’t just try to get by with the least
amount of obedience. Do the most you can do to please God.

p. 98

Focus on that.
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The difference between that kind of obedience and the
obedience that we see in the contemporary theology that’s
sweeping the TV networks is motivation. We’re obedient
because we love our Father and we want to please Him. He
knows what’s best and it has nothing to do with what we’re
going to receive in return.

William Hendricks in his book Exit Interviews deals with this
whole business of a young man leaving the church because
he’s bitter and resentful over the fact that his bottom line
didn’t increase like he had been promised with the Patriarchai
Prosperity Gospel. This is what Hendricks says:

(Exit Interviews by William D. Hendricks)

Most conservative evangelical groups, such as those with
which Peter was associated, rightly reject the crass
materialism implicit in this heresy. It’s a doctrine that puts
greedy humans in the driver’s seat and turns God into a
celestial Santa Claus obligated to reward good behavior.

p. 190

That’s the bottom line. These are the guys that are coming at
Job, hammering him time and time again.

v. 12 But if they do not listen, they will perish by the
sword and die without knowledge.

“But if they do not listen, they will perish by the sword and
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die”—HOW?—*without knowledge.”

If they don’t listen, if they don’t open up their ears and pay
attention, what’s going to happen to them? They’re going to
perish by the sword.

And die how?
“die without knowledge.”

What’s he said about Job? Twice already—he’s a man “without
knowledge.” That’s like he’s saying it a third time, “Job, this is
where you are right now—without knowledge—and you’re
going to die if you don’t listen, if you don’t open up your ears
and hear what I have to say, you're going to die.”

Here’s a story on obedience that’ll kind of shock us into
reality:

(Standing Tall by Steve Farrar)

A family had taken shelter in the basement as a severe
storm passed over their town. The radio warned that a
tornado had been spotted. When the storm had passed by, the
father opened the front door to look at the damage. A downed
power line was whipping dangerously on the street in front of
their house. Before the father realized what, his five-year-old
daughter ran right by him, headed for that sparkling wire in
the street.

“Laurie, stop!” he yelled.
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Laurie just kept going.

“Laurie, STOP!”

Laurie ran right for the enticing cable.

“STOP NOW, Laurie!”

Little Laurie reached down to pick up the wicked power
line and was instantly killed.

What a heart-breaking tragedy. But the real tragedy is
that it happened because a little girl had never been taught
that when her father said “no,” he really meant “no.” It cost
him the life of his daughter.
pp. 52-53

That’s the tragedy! Much of what’s going on the deterioration
and destruction of our culture are kids who’ve never heard the
word “no” and have never been taught the consequences of
doing their own thing without the responsibility toward
anybody else in the world.

Elihu’s on track when he talks about the fact that obedience
and service ought to characterize each of our lives. It ought to
be a motivation that’s unselfish and totally to the glory of God
in what we do.

v. 13 The godless in heart harbor resentment; even
when he fetters them, they do not cry for help.

“The godless in heart harbor resentment; even when he fetters
them, they don’t cry for help.”

In the fifth bowl, the last judgment in the Tribulation Period,
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in Revelation 16:11 it says God poured out this horrible sore
on these sinful people. And this is what they say in:

Revelation 16:11

And they blasphemed the God of heaven because of their
pains and their sores, and they did not repent of their deeds.

In other words, they just got madder and madder at God and
they wouldn’t repent of their deeds.

That’s what Elihu describes:

“The godless in heart harbor resentment; even when he fetters
them, they don’t cry for help.”

All these guys want 1is for Job to cry for help. They want Job in
his suffering to admit that he needs to repent and to repent.
So as a result, because he doesn’t, this 1s what happens.

Now look at the saddest verse in our study. Realize this comes
way back from patriarchal times.

v. 14 They die in their youth, among male prostitutes of
the shrines.

“They die in their youth, among male prostitutes of the
shrines.”

Now what a description of AIDS—*male prostitutes” dying in
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their youth at the shrines.

(Standing Tall by Steve Farrar)

Dr. Armand Nicholi, eminent psychiatrist and faculty member
of the Harvard Medical School, describes the structural
problem of a nation that embraces homosexuality:

No society past or present, has ever tolerated the
institutionalization of homosexuality, for to do so would be to
sow the seeds for its own extinction because homosexuality
undermines the basic unit of society—the family—and of
course precludes procreation, which means extinction of the
race.

This 1s pure common sense. But in America, when the
1ssue of homosexuality comes up, common sense is routinely

assassinated.
pp. 131-2

How long are we going to go sowing to the wind? We will reap
the whirlwind, Hosea teaches us.

What a tragic, tragic destruction of what God has done. And
here it 1s 1n the text! Elihu describes the consequences of sin:

“They die in their youth, among male prostitutes of the
shrines.”
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v. 15 But those who suffer he delivers in their suffering;
he speaks to them in their affliction.

“But those who suffer he delivers in their suffering; he speaks
to them 1in their affliction.”

That’s the high point of the speech. Right in the midst of
everything he has to say something so exciting. That really
helps us understand how sometimes God can use suffering in
a wonderful way.

Look at it again:
“But those who suffer’—he literally opens their ears—*“he
delivers”—that’s the same word. He opens their ears “in their

suffering.”

Could we think that suffering was worthwhile if we were
made more sensitive to the still small voice that says:

Isaiah 30:21

This 1s the way; walk ye in it. When you turn to the right and
when you turn to the left.

That 1t would increase our sensitivity to hear the voice of God
while we’re in the crucible. He’s saying that right there.

“he speaks to them in"—their squeeze, their press, their
oppression—"their affliction.”
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He’s speaking to them. He opens their ears so they can hear in
their suffering. On top of that “he speaks to them in their
affliction.”

Let’s put verse 9 with that one. He tells them what they've
done—that they have sinned arrogantly.

“But those who suffer he delivers in their suffering; he speaks
to them 1in their affliction.

They recognize the fact that God puts it altogether for His
good.

Listen to this one. This piece was so good:

(The Book of Virtues by William J. Bennett)

Man’s life 1s laid in the loom of time
To a pattern he does not see,
While the weavers work and the shuttles fly

Till the dawn of eternity.

Some shuttles are filled with silver threads
And some with threads of gold,

While often but the darker hues
Are all that they may hold.

But the weaver watches with skillful eye
Each shuttle fly to and fro,
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And sees the pattern so deftly wrought
As the loom moves sure and slow.

God surely planned the pattern:
Each thread, the dark and fair,
Is chosen by His master skill
And placed in the web with care.

He only knows its beauty,

And guides the shuttles which hold
The threads so unattractive,

As well as the threads of gold.

Not till each loom 1s silent,
And the shuttles cease to fly,
Shall God reveal the pattern
And explain the reason why

The dark threads were as needful

In the weaver’s skillful hand
As the threads of gold and silver

For the pattern which He planned.
pp. 801-2

He opens our ears and He shows us! He’s told us if we lack
wisdom, just ask of God and He'll grant it—James 1:5. We can
come and seek the wisdom to relate to what He’s allowing.
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v. 16 He is wooing you from the jaws of distress to a
spacious place free from restriction, to the comfort
of your table laden with choice food.

“He 1s wooing you from the jaws of distress”—or a cramped
situation is the way we could translate that—“to a spacious
place free from restriction, to the comfort of your table laden
with choice food.”

He’s using the suffering to bring him out of your “distress”—a

cramped situation—to a feast! To a “table laden with choice
food.”

That reminds us of:

Psalm 23:5-6

Thou prepares a table before me

in the presence of my enemies....

Surely my cup runs over...

and I'm going to dwell in the house of the Lord
all the days of my life.

We're going to feast at His table. That’s part and parcel of

properly relating to the suffering which He allows to go on in
life.

v. 17 But now you are laden with the judgment due the
wicked; judgment and justice have taken hold of
you.
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“But now”—Dbring it back to the PRESENT—"you are laden
with the judgment due the wicked; judgment and justice have
taken hold of you.”

Now that hurts. In essence he has poured Job again into his
categories of theology in telling him that he has the “jJudgment
due the wicked” and “judgment and justice have taken hold” of
him.

v. 18 Be careful that no one entices you by riches; do
not let a large bribe turn you aside.

“Be careful’—mow he’s warning him—*“that no one entices you
by riches; do not let a large bribe turn you aside.”

“dob, just because you might be able to work things out
financially to get back to where you were and money would
solve all your problems, I want to tell you Job, don’t try to
squirm out of it by trying to buy yourself out of the situation.
Your credibility is going to be revealed by you not doing that.”

v. 19 Would your wealth or even all your mighty efforts
sustain you so you would not be in distress?

“Would your wealth or even all your mighty efforts sustain
you so you would not be in distress?”

Every time we look at one of these speeches we look at the
questions. There are ten of them and they come here at the
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end of the study.

It’s like he gets on a roll and it’s going to be beautiful. So ride
through this initial part and watch how he brings this thing to
an end.

He’s focusing on MONEY right now, and he asks a big
question:

Question #1: “Would your wealth or even all your mighty
efforts sustain you so you would not be in distress?”

The Wall Street Journal gives the answer to that:

“Money 1s an article which may be used as a universal
passport to everywhere except heaven, and as a universal
provider for everything except happiness.”

(source unknown)

“Job, money 1sn’t going to solve your problem. You're not going
to be able to buy yourself out of this one.”

v. 20 Do not long for the night, to drag people away
from their homes.

“Do not long for the night, to drag people away from their
homes.”

v. 21 Beware of turning to evil, which you seem to
prefer to affliction.
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“Beware of turning to evil, which you seem to prefer to
affliction.”

Now that’s kind of severe. Let’s define the word “evil.”

According to Elihu, TWO THINGS are “evil’—as far as Job is
concerned:

1. he COMPLAINS about what God’s allowed in his life and
2. his PRIDE.

To Elihu that’s “evil,” and so he’s dealing with that. The
definition of “evil” would be COMPLAINING about what God’s
allowed and his personal PRIDE.

v. 22 God is exalted in his power. Who is a teacher like
him?

“God 1s exalted in his power.”
Question #2: “Who 1s a teacher like him?”

He'’s a great teacher! He 1s a disciplinarian. He will take us on
a whaling expedition, apply the board of education to the seat
of knowledge if we’re not responding properly.

When we flunk a course we're going to get to take it again.
Maybe if we see some of the testing in our life seems to be like
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we’re making another trip around Mt. Sinai, guess what? We
are.

We will continue to take that course until we pass it, because
1t 1s required curriculum for us to become more Christlike. He
will keep us hung up on the course we’re taking until we pass
that one to get onto the next one.

He 1s a great teacher! There’s none like Him.

Isn’t that exciting that Elihu would even think that maybe
teaching was coming out of suffering? Every once in a while he
hits something really great and it’s right on track.

v. 23 Who has prescribed his ways for him, or said to
him, ‘You have done wrong’?

Question #3: “Who has prescribed his ways for him, or said to
him, “You have done wrong”?”

We learned previously that God’s sovereign and He’s not
accountable to anybody, any board or any person. And so:

“Who has prescribed his way for him?”
Nobody. God’s prescribed His own way because He’s God and
He knows exactly what we need 1n order to be what we need to

be for His glory. Right?

And then whoever said to him:
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“You have done wrong”?
See the two things?
1. SOVEREIGNTY—*“Who has prescribed his way for him?”

2. JUSTICE—"or said to him, ‘You have done wrong’?”

God has never done wrong.

v. 24 Remember to extol his work, which men have
praised in song.

“Remember to extol his work, which men have praised in
song.”

We need to stop and sing “How Great Thou Art” because Elihu
1s going to take us to the mountain and we’re going to see the
Creator. We're going to see the great God of the universe. This
1s the preamble to the Lord coming in a storm in our next
study.

Oh Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder

Thy power throughout the universe displayed.

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee
How great Thou art...
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(source unknown)

That’s where Elihu ends. What a beautiful way to wrap up a
thorny theological discussion when everybody’s at everybody’s
throat. To go back to the Creator God 1n all of His majesty,
His power and His sovereignty! And let us actually see a
thunderstorm that’s coming on the horizon. That’s the picture:
Look at it.

We're going to go from AUTUMN, WINTER, SPRING and
SUMMER right here in the remainder of the verses.

v. 25 All mankind has seen it; men gaze on it from afar.
“All mankind has seen it; men gaze on it from afar.”

v. 26 How great is God—beyond our understanding! The
number of his years is past finding out.

“How great is God”—there’s His POWER.

“—beyond our understanding!”—there’s His PURPOSE.

“The number of his years is past finding out.”—that 1s His
PERSON—He i1s eternal.

“How great 1s God”—His POWER.
“beyond our understanding!”—His PURPOSE.
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And His PERSON—*The number of his years is past finding
out.”

v. 27 He draws up the drops of water, which distill as
rain to the streams;

“He draws up the drops of water, which distill as rain to the
streams;”

v. 28 the clouds pour down their moisture and
abundant showers fall on mankind.

“the clouds pour down their moisture and abundant showers
fall on mankind.”

Scientists have been able to tell us how much water comes
from the clouds. Guess how much water falls every second on
the earth? Sixteen million tons of moisture falls every second

on our globe. God truly does water this place!

v. 29 Who can understand how he spreads out the
clouds, how he thunders from his pavilion?

“Who can understand how he spreads out the clouds, how he
thunders from his pavilion?”

He’s going to use the word “thunder” SEVEN TIMES,

“clouds” SEVEN TIMES,
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“lightning” FIVE TIMES, and
“rain” FIVE TIMES.
He’s speaking of NATURE—24 TIMES.

As he speaks they're in the ash heap, there’s a storm rolling
in. He’s actually describing what he sees and then God is
going to speak out of the storm.

v. 30 See how he scatters his lightning about him,
bathing the depths of the sea.

“See how he scatters his lightning about him, bathing the
depths of the sea.”

v. 31 This is the way he governs the nations and
provides food in abundance.

“This 1s the way he governs the nations and provides food in
abundance.”

v. 32 He fills his hands with lightning and commands it
to strike its mark.

“He fills his hands with lightning and commands it to strike
1ts mark.”

v. 33 His thunder announces the coming storm; even
the cattle make known its approach.
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“His thunder announces the coming storm; even the cattle
make known 1ts approach.”

We've seen that happen when they start running like crazy in
a storm.

37:v.1 At this my heart pounds and leaps from its place:
“At this my heart pounds and leaps from its place.”
This 1s God’s light and sound program and Elihu’s nervous.

Do you think Job is just a little nervous? This is probably the
first storm he’s seen since the storm that took his ten kids.

He could 1dentify with Elihu completely, that his heart pounds
a little bit as he sees coming on the horizon a dark cloud and
lightning and thunder—wondering if there’s going to be
another tornado that’s going to drop out of it again. We never
get over something as tragic as that happens to us.

v. 2 Listen! Listen to the roar of his voice, to the
rumbling that comes from his mouth.

“Listen! Listen to the roar of his voice, to the rumbling that
comes from his mouth.”

v. 3 He unleashes his lightning beneath the whole
heaven and sends it to the ends of the earth.
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“He unleashes his lightning beneath the whole heaven and
sends it to the ends of the earth.”

v. 4 After that comes the sound of his roar; he thunders

with his majestic voice. When his voice resounds,
he holds nothing back.

“After that comes the sound of his roar; he thunders with his

majestic voice. When his voice resounds, he holds nothing
back.”

v. 5 God’s voice thunders in marvelous ways; he does
great things beyond our understanding.

“God’s voice thunders in marvelous ways; he does great things
beyond our understanding.”

v. 6 He says to the snow, ‘Fall on the earth,” and to the
rain shower, ‘Be a mighty downpour.’

“He says to the snow,”—now let’s go to the WINTER for a
minute.

“Fall on the earth,” and to the rain shower, “Be a mighty
downpour.”™

(Encyclopedia of Good Clean Jokes by Bob Phillips)

Postcard to Weather Bureau: “Sirs: I thought you would
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be interested in knowing that I have just shoveled three feet of
partly cloudy from my front steps.”
p. 309

v. 7 So that all men he has made may know his work, he
stops every man from his labor.

“So that all men he has made may know his work, he stops
every man from his labor.”

Well we’ve been through that. We have a barn burner of a
snow storm and what it does. We don’t have any alternative

because work’s cancelled, school’s cancelled.

Usually we stop don’t we? And we have time to reflect when
the snow falls and the storm comes.

Look what else happens—verse 8.

v. 8 The animals take cover; they remain in their dens.
“The animals take cover; they remain in their dens.”

They hibernate.

v. 9 The tempest comes out from its chamber, the cold
from the driving winds.

“The tempest comes out from its chamber, the cold from the
driving winds.”
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v. 10 The breath of God produces ice, and the broad
waters become frozen.

“The breath of God produces ice, and the broad waters become
frozen.”

v. 11 He loads the clouds with moisture; he scatters his
lightning through them.

“He loads the clouds with moisture; he scatters his lightning
through them.”

If you want a verse that cuts Job—there it is.

v. 12 At his direction they swirl around over the face of
the whole earth to do whatever he commands them:

“At his direction they swirl around over the face of the whole
earth to do whatever he commands them.”

“swirl around”—the last tornado took all ten kids.

v. 13 He brings the clouds to punish men, or to water
his earth and show his love.

“He brings the clouds to punish men, or to water his earth and
show his love.”
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v. 14 Listen to this, Job; stop and consider God’s
wonders.

“Listen to this, Job; stop and consider God’s wonders.”
Good statement.

v. 15 Do you know how God controls the clouds and
makes his lightning flash?

“Do you know how God controls the clouds and makes his
lightning flash?”

Here’s a statement about lightning:

“...lightning has an impressive and terrifying power.
Scientists have found that a single bolt can carry 100,000 voltg
of power. Worldwide, lightning strikes the earth 360,000 times
every hour. July is the most dangerous month for lightning.
When lightning descends, it follows the easiest path to earth:
through a tree, a tall building, or an antenna. But it does not
always follow a straight course. It can strike at an angle—
even hitting where the sun is shining. Thus there can literally
be “a bolt out of the blue.”

(From InfoSearch 3.5, original source unknown)

v. 16 Do you know how the clouds hang poised, those
wonders of him who is perfect in knowledge?
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“Do you know how the clouds hang poised, those wonders of
him who 1s perfect in his knowledge?”

He does know all about us and nothing escapes His all-seeing
eye.

v. 17 You who swelter in your clothes when the land
lies hushed under the south wind,

“You who swelter in your clothes when the land lies hushed
under the south wind,”

We know what it is to be sweaty in the midst of humidity.

v. 18 can you join him in spreading out the skies, hard
as a mirror of cast bronze?

“can you join him in spreading out the skies, hard as a mirror
of cast bronze?”

V. 19 Tell us what we should say to him; we cannot
draw up our case because of our darkness.

“Tell us what we should say to him; we cannot draw up our
case because of our darkness.”

He’s telling Job, “Please Job, get off of this kick of wanting to
go before the Judge of the universe and present your case and
be vindicated.”
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You can’t. The “darkness” means that we are only finite and
He is infinite! And we know so little.

“So don’t do that Job. A legal battle with God, you're going to
lose.”

v. 20 Should he be told that I want to speak? Would any
man ask to be swallowed up?

“Should he be told that I want to speak? Would any man ask
to be swallowed up?”

v. 21 Now no one can look at the sun, bright as it is in
the skies after the wind has swept them clean.

“Now no one can look at the sun, bright as it is in the skies
after the wind has swept them clean.”

v. 22 Out of the north he comes in golden splendor; God
comes in awesome majesty.

“Out of the north he comes in golden splendor; God comes in
awesome majesty.”

He senses God’s coming. He senses God’s presence 1is very real

and He’s on His way and senses He’s going to come and He’s
not going to be disappointed.
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v. 23 The Almighty is beyond our reach and exalted in
power; in his justice and great righteousness, he
does not oppress.

“The Almighty i1s beyond our reach and exalted in power; in
his justice and great righteousness, he does not oppress.”

God 1s not beyond us 1s He?

It was James Irwin the astronaut who said:

“Man walking on the moon was nothing compared with Jesus
walking on the earth.”

(source unknown)

He came Immanuel—God with us. He’s available to us.

v. 24 Therefore, men revere him, for does he not have
regard for all the wise in heart?”

“Therefore, men revere him, for does he not have regard for all
the wise in heart?”

Loaded statement—Why? Because Job 1s without knowledge
and God comes to those who are “wise 1n heart.”

There are ten lessons that come out of our text.
Lesson #1: Elihu feels that more needs to be spoken on God’s

behalf.

44



Lesson #2: Elihu speaks truth when he ascribes justice to his
Maker.

Lesson #3: God 1s powerful and firm in His purpose.
Lesson #4: God does not take His eyes off the righteous.
Lesson #5: God speaks to us in our affliction.

Lesson #6: God 1s in the business of teaching us important
lessons in our suffering.

Lesson #7: How great is God? He is beyond our
understanding.

Lesson #8: When 1is the last time you took time to behold God
1n some natural phenomenon?

Lesson #9: He uses the rain and the snow so that all men He
has made may know His work.

Lesson #10: Stop and consider God’s wonders.
Theodore Epp says this about Job:

“..._in different ways Elihu made it plain that Job was not
suffering because of his sinning, but was sinning because of his
suffering.”
(source unknown)
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That really is the bottom line. He’s not actually suffering
because he’s sinning, but he’s sinning because he’s suffering.
He’s complaining, he’s accusing God of injustice, he feels like
his pride has been violated, and it’s because of that.

Maybe we’re sinning by the way we'’re responding to what God
has allowed. He wants to speak to us about that.

Andrew Murray gives us the right response. He says in the
time of trouble always say:

1st . . .He brought me here; it is by His will I am in this
straight place; and in that I will rest.

2nd . . . He will keep me here in His love, and give me grace in
this trial to behave as His child.

3rd . .. He will make the trial a blessing, teaching me the
lessons He intends me to learn, and working in me the grace
He means to bestow.

4th . . .In His good time He can bring me out again . . . how
and when He knows!

(source unknown)

We can say we're here:

1. By God’s appointment.
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2. In His keeping.
3. Under His training.
4. For His time.

Now the wise in heart are those who recognize that God is
sovereign and that He does provide eternal salvation for a lost
and dying world. Perhaps that speaks to us, but maybe it also
speaks to us about the fact that God 1s in control of what’s
happening in our life.

We end with these two statements.
First of all this little piece is called “Our Refuge”:

Are you drifting on life’s ocean?
Eer you sink beneath the wave
Anchor to the Rock of Ages:

He will rescue, He will save.
There’s no other Friend like Jesus,
For He died to set us free,

If we will believe the record
Of His death and victory.
(source unknown)

Neil Anderson in his book Living Free in Christ says:

(Living Free in Christ by Neil T. Anderson)
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“In the Beloved” accepted am I,

Risen, ascended, and seated on high;
Saved from all sin thro’ His infinite grace,
With the redeemed ones accorded a place.

“In the Beloved,” God’s marvelous grace
Calls me to dwell in this wonderful place;
God sees my Savior and then He sees me
“In the Beloved” accepted and free.

p. 21

Father, we thank You for the fact that we’ve had the privilege
of walking through these many speeches that have been given
by these different men who have each come to try to
straighten Job out rather than to comfort him and meet his
needs. Lord forgive us for being so dogmatic and rigid and
stubborn in our theology to the point that we miss the
opportunity to exercise compassion and love. Teach us Father
how to comfort each other, how to encourage one another and
build one another up in the faith. Father if there’s someone
that’s going through a tough time, may they open their ears in
their affliction and hear what You're trying to say, and how
You're trying to use that adversity in their lives for good to
bring them to that point where they can be useful to You.
Father if it’s our pride that’s resisting the humiliation of the
process, teach us with Job to be broken, to be repentant, to be
pliable as clay in Your hands. May You speak to us in that
regard. Father, thank You for the exciting anticipation now of
hearing You speak in these final two studies to bring this
glorious book to a conclusion by hearing from You how it

48



really is and what the answers are to a lot of the dilemmas
that we face in our lives. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of JOB

Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Twenty-Two — Job 36:1-37:24

NOTES

v. 1 Elihu continued:

v. 2 “Bear with me a little longer and I will show you that there is
more to be said in God’s behalf.

v. 3 I get my knowledge from afar; I will ascribe justice to my
Maker.

v. 4 Be assured that my words are not false; one perfect in
knowledge is with you.

v. 5 God is mighty, but does not despise men; he is mighty, and
firm in his purpose.

v. 6 He does not keep the wicked alive but gives the afflicted their
rights.

v. 7 He does not take his eyes off the righteous; he enthrones them
with kings and exalts them forever.

v. 8 But if men are bound in chains, held fast by cords of affliction,
v. 9 he tells them what they have done—that they have sinned
arrogantly.

v. 10 He makes them listen to correction and commands them to
repent of their evil.

v. 11 If they obey and serve him, they will spend the rest of their
days in prosperity and their years in contentment.

v. 12 But if they do not listen, they will perish by the sword and
die without knowledge.

v. 13 The godless in heart harbor resentment; even when he fetters
them, they do not cry for help.

v. 14 They die in their youth, among male prostitutes of the
shrines.

v. 15 But those who suffer he delivers in their suffering; he speaks
to them in their affliction.
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v. 16 He is wooing you from the jaws of distress to a spacious place
free from restriction, to the comfort of your table laden with choice
food.

v. 17 But now you are laden with the judgment due the wicked;
judgment and justice have taken hold of you.

v. 18 Be careful that no one entices you by riches; do not let a large
bribe turn you aside.

v. 19 Would your wealth or even all your mighty efforts sustain
you so you would not be in distress?

v. 20 Do not long for the night, to drag people away from their
homes.

v. 21 Beware of turning to evil, which you seem to prefer to
affliction.

v. 22 God 1s exalted in his power. Who is a teacher like him?

v. 23 Who has prescribed his ways for him, or said to him, ‘You
have done wrong’?

v. 24 Remember to extol his work, which men have praised in
song.

v. 25 All mankind has seen it; men gaze on it from afar.

v. 26 How great is God—beyond our understanding! The number of
his years is past finding out.

v. 27 He draws up the drops of water, which distill as rain to the
streams;

v. 28 the clouds pour down their moisture and abundant showers
fall on mankind.

v. 29 Who can understand how he spreads out the clouds, how he
thunders from his pavilion?

v. 30 See how he scatters his lightning about him, bathing the
depths of the sea.

v. 31 This is the way he governs the nations and provides food in
abundance.

v. 32 He fills his hands with lightning and commands it to strike
its mark.

v. 33 His thunder announces the coming storm; even the cattle
make known its approach.

37:v. 1 At this my heart pounds and leaps from its place.

v. 2 Listen! Listen to the roar of his voice, to the rumbling that
comes from his mouth.

v. 3 He unleashes his lightning beneath the whole heaven and
sends it to the ends of the earth.

v. 4 After that comes the sound of his roar; he thunders with his
majestic voice. When his voice resounds, he holds nothing back.
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v. 5 God’s voice thunders in marvelous ways; he does great things
beyond our understanding.

v. 6 He says to the snow, ‘Fall on the earth,” and to the rain
shower, ‘Be a mighty downpour.’

v. 7 So that all men he has made may know his work, he stops
every man from his labor.

v. 8 The animals take cover; they remain in their dens.

v. 9 The tempest comes out from its chamber, the cold from the
driving winds.

v. 10 The breath of God produces ice, and the broad waters become
frozen.

v. 11 He loads the clouds with moisture; he scatters his lightning
through them.

v. 12 At his direction they swirl around over the face of the whole
earth to do whatever he commands them.

v. 13 He brings the clouds to punish men, or to water his earth and
show his love.

v. 14 Listen to this, Job; stop and consider God’s wonders.

v. 15 Do you know how God controls the clouds and makes his
lightning flash?

v. 16 Do you know how the clouds hang poised, those wonders of
him who is perfect in knowledge?

v. 17 You who swelter in your clothes when the land lies hushed
under the south wind,

v. 18 can you join him in spreading out the skies, hard as a mirror
of cast bronze?

v. 19 Tell us what we should say to him; we cannot draw up our
case because of our darkness.

v. 20 Should he be told that I want to speak? Would any man ask
to be swallowed up?

v. 21 Now no one can look at the sun, bright as it is in the skies
after the wind has swept them clean.

v. 22 Out of the north he comes in golden splendor; God comes in
awesome majesty.

v. 23 The Almighty is beyond our reach and exalted in power; in
his justice and great righteousness, he does not oppress.

v. 24 Therefore, men revere him, for does he not have regard for all
the wise in heart?”
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QUESTIONS:

1. Read Job 36:1-37:24 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. What does Elihu ask for in chapter 36:2?

3. What does Elihu say about God in verse 5?

4. What 1s Elihu’s concept of suffering, according to verses
8-107

5. According to Elihu, how does God treat those who obey
and serve Him, according to verse 11?
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7. What does Elihu say about God in chapter 37:5?
8. How does Elihu conclude his speech about God in
verse 237

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

6. What does Elihu say about God in verse 227
9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Elihu feels that more needs to be spoken on
God’s behalf.

LESSON #2: Elihu speaks truth when he ascribes justice to
his Maker.

LESSON #3: God 1s powerful and firm in His purpose.
LESSON #4: God does not take His eyes off the righteous.
LESSON #5: God speaks to us in our affliction.

LESSON #6: God 1s in the business of teaching us important
lessons in our suffering.

LESSON #7: How great 1s God? He 1s beyond our
understanding.

LESSON #8: When 1s the last time you took time to behold
God in some natural phenomenon?

LESSON #9: He uses the rain and the snow so that all men
He has made may know His work.
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Stop and consider God’s wonders.

LESSON #10





