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A Practical Study of JOB 

 

Persevere and Press On 

 

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering” 

 

Study Number Twenty-Three – Job 38:1-39:30  

 

 

This is a great piece on the church: 

 

(The Victorious Christian Life by Dr. Tony Evans)  

 

 The story is told of four people in the church whose names 

were Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody. 

 The church needed help meeting its financial obligations 

and Everybody was asked to participate. Everybody was sure 

that Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done it. But 

you know who did it? Nobody. It ended up that Everybody 

blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have 

done. 

 When the church grounds needed some work, Somebody 

was asked to help. But Somebody resented being called upon 

because Anybody could have done it just as well. After all, it 

was really Everybody’s job. In the end the work was given to 

Nobody, and Nobody got it done. 

 The process went on and on. Whatever the task that 

needed to be done, Nobody could be counted on to do it. 

Nobody visited the sick. Nobody gave liberally. Nobody shared 

his faith. In short, Nobody was a very faithful member. 

C
opyright ©

 2023 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



2 

 

 Finally, the day came when Somebody left the church and 

took Anybody and Everybody with him. Who was left? 

Nobody! 

pp. 154-5  

 

One of the sore spots in the church is when the preacher gets 

up and asks for money, and this is favorite great story. The 

minister got up before the congregation and he said: 

 

(The Victorious Christian Life by Dr. Tony Evans)  

 

… “Children, if we are going to start moving forward in this 

church, and if we’re going to start moving forward in this 

church the church has got to walk.” 

 A deacon sitting in the front row responded, “Brother, let 

the church walk. Yes, let it walk.” 

 So the preacher said, “If we are going to move forward in 

this church, the church has got to run.” 

 And the deacon in the front row said, “Oh brother, let that 

church run. Yes brother, let it run.” 

 After a little while the preacher said, “You know if this 

church is going to run, it’s also going to fly. We gotta get the 

church to fly.” 

 And a brother said, “Let it fly, Reverend, let it fly.” 

 Well about that time the preacher said, “It’s time for the 

offering so the church can fly.” And the deacon said, “Let it 

walk, Reverend, let it walk.” 

p. 169 (paraphrased) 
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Did you ever stop to think that the minute that we criticize 

God over what He’s allowed in our life, we’re telling Him He’s 

not worth sitting on the throne? That we’re more competent to 

rule than He is? 

 

Think about that the next time you ask God why and you 

shake your fist at Him in bitterness over what He allowed to 

go on in your life. 

 

That’s what God’s been saying. Job throughout the book is 

saying, “You know God, You’ve been unjust. You’ve been 

unfair with me. If I could go to court with You, I’d win my 

case.”  

 

In essence, God’s going to give him a chance. God’s going to 

say, “If you want to be God Job, well we’re going to see if 

you’re qualified.” 

 

That’s Job’s SAT text—his SPIRITUAL APTITUDE TEST—or 

his SCIENTIFIC APTITUDE TEST. 

 

The big question that we ask ourselves: Is Job competent and 

qualified to sit on God’s throne? That’s the whole test.  

 

We want God not only to defend Himself, but also to explain 

the whole reason why all of it happened so that we could 

unroll it and we could say, “See, God’s been vindicated. I knew 

He was going to be all along.” 

 

There isn’t going to be any of that. What we’re going to see is 
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something totally different. It’s going to make us shake when 

we’re walking out the door, because we’re going to see God as 

He really is.  

 

If we think this is a scary deal, we can imagine when we’re 

going to have to give account for our own life and He unrolls 

the scroll of our three-score and ten and see see the record. 

See how many questions we’re going to ask and what we’re 

going to have to say in the presence of this great Creator God 

that’s getting ready to step before us. 

 

So question—Is Job competent and qualified to sit on God’s 

throne? 

 

Now there’s SEVENTY-ONE QUESTIONS in the test. We’re 

only going to look at fifty-two in this study.  

 

The interesting this is, after fifty-two questions God stops to 

see if Job’s learned a lesson, and he hasn’t so he’s going to get 

nineteen more in the next study before we finally get to the 

result that He wants to get. 

 

Christopher Morely said: 

 

“I had a million questions to ask God; but when I met him, 

they all fled my mind; and it didn’t seem to matter.” 

(source unknown) 

 

Instead of God being on the witness stand, Job is—and God’s 

the one doing the questioning. 
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We can see Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar and Elihu all running for 

cover because the storm is coming. He described it in our last 

study as the thunder clouds and the lighting and everything’s 

coming. It’s probably raining there at the place where Job’s 

sitting. But they expected that at any minute that a lightning 

bolt would fall out of heaven and Job would literally go up in 

smoke.  

 

They really believe that God is going to judge Job severely 

because of all the things he’s said. Their theology says that. 

Because when we put suffering into the computer, we’ve 

always got sin behind it. We put righteousness in, we have 

riches that come out. With that theological position, they’re 

convinced that a flash of lightning is going to fall out of 

heaven and it’s going to be all over for Job. 

 

As we go to the court scene and we see all of this happen, 

there are TWO THINGS we want to prepare our heart with. 

 

First of all: 

 

Deuteronomy 8:2 

 

Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the 

desert these forty years? Why’d He do that? To humble you 

and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, 

whether or not you would keep His commands. 

 

Many times the things in our lives are to reveal what’s in our 
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hearts—and that’s what we’re getting ready to see in Job. 

 

Then the second thing we want to do, is we want to take some 

words from Carlton C. Buck to set the stage. Listen to these 

words: 

 

 When God speaks, the high mountains tremble; 

 When God speaks, the loud billows roll; 

 When God speaks, my heart falls to list’ning, 

 And there is response in my soul. 

 

 Speak to my heart! 

 Speak now, I pray, 

 God of salvation, and Lord of Creation, 

 Oh, speak to my heart today. 

(source unknown) 

 

If we could have a right attitude for this particular study, we’d 

listen to the advice of Eli to young Samuel: 

 

1 Samuel 3:9 

 

Go back and lay down young man, and when the Lord speaks 

you just say, “Speak Lord for your servant is listening.” 

 

Now, before we dig into the text, there are three things: 

 

1. God is not going to defend Himself. There is no defense in 

any of this.  

 

C
opyright ©

 2023 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



7 

 

2. There are no explanations. God is never obligated to 

explain why He allows what He does.  

 

So there’s going to be no defense—He doesn’t have to defend 

Himself, He’s God. Secondly, there’s going to be no 

explanations. Thirdly, and biggest of all: 

 

3. There’s not even going to be a hint about the wager 

between God and Satan that set this whole thing up.  

 

God does not have to tell Job what happened back early in the 

book when God and Satan had that little wager that if he took 

everything away from Job, Job would curse God and die. God 

does not even bring or broach the subject one whit in the 

whole thing. 

 

So what we’re doing is seeing through the lens of the eyes of a 

sovereign God as to what’s important to Him. The thing that 

God’s most proud of is His creation.  

 

Guess what? We are the highest part of His creation. So if 

He’s proud of His inanimate creation, if He’s proud of little 

animals that are running around, can we imagine how He 

feels about us? 

 

After all, at the first of the book he showed Job He was so 

proud of him.  

 

Is He proud of us? You better believe He is—whether we’re 

proud of ourselves or not. God loves us with an unconditional 
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love and He’d love to show us off. And the things that are 

important to Him are the things He’s talking about. Maybe we 

better get in line and take a look at what He’s got to say.  

 

Let’s dig in—verse 1. 

 

The Lord Speaks 

 

v. 1 Then the Lord answered Job out of the storm. He 

said: 

 

“Then the Lord answered Job out of the storm. He said:” 

 

Well, the word “Then” tells us the fullness of time has come 

and God’s ready to speak. Nobody’s told Him to come. He’s 

come and now we’re ready. And He’s going to speak “out of the 

storm.” 

 

Many times in the Bible when God reveals Himself it’s in a 

storm. For instance, in 1 Kings 19. Remember when Elijah 

kind of ran out into the desert and turned in his prophet’s 

badge and he was going to quit? Then he went on a trip to the 

cave and God revealed Himself in the cave there.  

 

There was a wind and there was an earthquake and there was 

a fire. And then there was a gentle whispering and God spoke 

to Elijah. 

 

The same thing happened to Moses in Exodus 19 when he 

went to get the Law. He got up on the mountain and it says 
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thunder and lightning with a thick cloud was over the 

mountain. 

 

And then God spoke. So many times in the scripture, when 

God speaks there is a phenomenon—a storm—and God speaks 

in the storm. 

 

We call this study “God’s Final Examination.” All He wants to 

show his suffering servant, his suffering saint, is that He’s 

totally adequate. 

 

The Lord said, “I’ve had enough.” And the answer is yes. Job 

doesn’t need any explanations. He doesn’t need any defense. 

He doesn’t need to know all this. He just needs to know that 

God’s adequate. 

 

If we don’t know his adequacy, it’s not God’s fault. We have 

not availed ourselves of the adequacy that it’s ours. So don’t 

shake your fist at God. Don’t lash out at him and say, “I’ve 

tried that and it never worked.” 

 

Don’t say that! God is available. Accept the responsibility that 

we’re the problem, not God. That’s the big part of the study. 

 

v. 2 “Who is this that darkens my counsel with words 

without knowledge?  

 

‘“Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without 

knowledge?” 
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Now here come the FIFTY-TWO QUESTIONS in the 

examination.  

 

Question #1: “Who is it that kind of darkens my counsel” 

 

In other words, says that I’m unjust—“with words”—with 

what?—“without knowledge?” 

 

Remember what Elihu said twice? He said, “Job you’re 

without knowledge. You speak without knowledge.” And now 

the Lord says that. 

 

The Living Bible is so good at this point. It says: 

 

“Why are you using your ignorance to deny my providence?” 

 

“You know Job, you just lost it. You really are speaking from 

the position of knowing anything.” 

 

Maybe Job wishes that he’d just kept his mouth shut a little 

bit. 

 

Now look at the next verse. This kind of scares us a little.  

 

v. 3 Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and 

you shall answer me.  

 

“Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall 

answer me.” 
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See that word “Brace yourself”? That’s the word for “gird up 

your loins.”  

 

Now put that in contemporary terminology. That means put 

on your running shorts and shoes because we’re going to go 

one-on-one. 

 

They had these long robes and so whenever they got ready for 

war or battle or exercise or anything, they tucked their robes 

in their belt. That’s all he’s saying. That’s the same word 

that’s used, translated like: 

 

1 Peter 1:13 

 

Gird up the loins of your mind… 

 

In other words, don’t let your mind get out of whack. Keep on 

track in what you think. So “gird up the loins of your mind.”  

 

“Here, gird up your loins Job. We’re getting ready for a little 

bit one-on-one at this point. And you better get your helmet on 

and buckle up because it’s going to be tough.” 

 

Mahammad Ali got on an airplane and everybody noticed who 

he was and so he was going up and down the aisle signing 

autographs. The flight attendant says, “Go sit down and 

buckle up.” He said, “Superman don’t need no airplane. 

Superman don’t need to sit down and buckle up.” And she 

said, “Superman don’t need no airplane.” 
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That’s it. He went and sat down and buckled up. 

 

God says go sit down and buckle up because we’re going to get 

into it. 

 

v. 4 Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? 

Tell me, if you understand.  

 

Question #2: “Where were you when I laid the earth’s 

foundation? Tell me, if you understand.” 

 

“Since you know everything and you want to run the show, 

well just tell me where you were when I created this thing. I’d 

just like to know Job where you were since you’re taking over 

for Me.” 

 

v. 5 Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! 

Who stretched a measuring line across it?  

 

Question #3: “Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you 

know!” 

 

Question #4: “Who stretched a measuring line across it?”  

 

The answer’s God Himself. 

 

v. 6 On what were its footings set, or who laid its 

cornerstone— 
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Question #5: “On what were its footings set, or who laid its 

cornerstone—” 

 

v. 7 while the morning stars sang together and all the 

angels shouted for joy?  

 

Question #5 continued: “while the morning stars sang 

together and all the angels shouted for joy?” 

 

Question #5 says: Where were you when the footings were set, 

and who laid this cornerstone? 

 

Isn’t God good? He just kind of slips in a little deal. He says, 

“You know, if you’d have been there you’d have seen a couple 

of things happening. The morning stars were singing together 

and all the angels are shouting with joy when they the world 

created!” 

 

That tells us what we have to look forward to. Heaven’s going 

to be a place of applause. Heaven’s going to be a place of 

laughter—whether we like it or not. Heaven is going to be one 

fun place! God let it slip out! He just said, “You know around 

here it got really exciting at the time of the creation.” 

 

Singing songs and shouting for joy is going to be part of 

heaven. If we don’t like that kind of thing, we’re not going to 

be comfortable so we don’t need to go.  

 

We need to sing that great old hymn “Out That Will Be Glory 

For Me!”: 
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(The New Church Hymnal by Lexicon Music) 

  

When all my labors and trials are o’er,  

And I am safe on that beautiful shore, 

Just to be near the dear Lord I adore, 

Will thro’ the ages be glory for me. 

 

Friends will be there I have loved long ago; 

Joy like a river around me will flow; 

Yet, just a smile from my Savior, I know, 

Will thro’ the ages be glory for me. 

p. 484  

 

Looking forward to that! Fantastic time together! And the 

Lord just kind of let it slip out in the exam that they’re having 

a lot of fun up there.  

 

He’s going to tell us in this question—it starts at verse 8 and 

goes all the way down to verse 11. It’s a long question but all 

it has to do with is the creation of the oceans. 

 

v. 8 Who shut up the sea behind doors when it burst 

forth from the womb,  

 

Question #6: “Who shut up the sea behind doors when it burst 

forth from the womb,” 

 

v. 9 when I made the clouds its garment and wrapped it 

in thick darkness,  
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Question #6 continued: “when I made the clouds its garment 

and wrapped it in thick darkness,” 

 

v. 10 when I fixed limits for it and set its doors and bars 

in place,  

 

Question #6 continued: “when I fixed the limits for it and set 

its doors and bars in place,” 

 

v. 11 when I said, ‘This far you may come and no 

farther; here is where your proud waves halt’?  

 

Question #6 conclusion: “and when I said, “This far you may 

come and no farther; here is where your proud waves halt”?” 

 

In other words, “When I determine the tides. And when I said, 

waves you can come this far—no further. Where were you 

when I did all that?”  

 

v. 12 Have you ever given orders to the morning, or 

shown the dawn its place,  

 

Question #7: “Have you ever given orders to the morning, or 

shown the dawn its place,” 

 

v. 13 that it might take the earth by the edges and 

shake the wicked out of it?  

 

Question #7 continued: “that it might take the earth by the 
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edges and shake the wicked out of it?”  

 

“Have you ever told the sun to rise? And brought it in right on 

schedule?” 

 

Ever stop to think that every day the sun rises it’s a testimony 

to the fact that God can handle our life just the same way He 

can cause the sun to rise every morning and set every night?  

 

Psalm 118:24 

 

This is the day the Lord has made, 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

He did it once again. “Since God handles all that, surely He 

can keep our life on track can’t He Job?”—is the off-set of that 

question. 

 

Now we say “Well, man we just turn the clock back so we can 

have more daylight so we can go on Daylight Savings Time. 

But the sun still sets at the same time from God’s perspective. 

You didn’t change any of that! You just changed the hands on 

the clock is all, for your own personal comfort.” 

 

God’s still right on schedule and His program’s just the same, 

no matter what we try to do. 

 

v. 14 The earth takes shape like clay under a seal; its 

features stand out like those of a garment.  
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“The earth takes shape like clay under a seal; its features 

stand out like those of a garment.” 

 

It’s like God’s shape is in the universe. He has a big gigantic 

mold and God’s design and stamp of approval’s all over it. He’s 

signed it with his signature. Everywhere we look in the 

creation, it “takes shape like clay under a seal,” as God is 

molding it and putting His design on it. 

 

v. 15 The wicked are denied their light, and their 

upraised arm is broken.  

 

“The wicked are denied their light, and their upraised arm is 

broken.” 

 

Oh by the way Job: 

 

v. 16 Have you journeyed to the springs of the sea or 

walked in the recesses of the deep?  

 

Question #8: “Have you journeyed to the springs of the sea 

and walked in the recesses of the deep?” 

 

“Jobs when is the last time you took a little stroll on the 

bottom of the ocean? You know when were you down there 

looking at place over?”  

 

They have found in the Pacific Ocean that the deepest part 

found so far is 35,810 feet. That’s 6.78 miles. “You been on a 

walk down there lately Job?” 
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Or have you been “in the recesses of the deep?” 

 

We sent out Voyager 2 for twelve years and it went 4.4 billion 

miles and then passed 3,000 miles within Neptune’s cloud 

bank. “You been out there Job recently?” 

 

When we start to go down in the ocean and we realize how big 

it is, we realize how insignificant we are.  

 

Want to see how small we are? Hang over a black abyss and 

see what’s under there and realize as far as we can see below, 

there’s nothing under us.  

 

God’s just saying, “Job when’s the last time you took a little 

trip on the bottom of the ocean to see some of the marvel of My 

creation?”  

 

v. 17 Have the gates of death been shown to you? Have 

you seen the gates of the shadow of death?  

 

Question #9: “Have the gates of death been shown to you?” 

 

“Question #10: “Have you seen the gates of the shadow of 

death?” 

 

v. 18 Have you comprehended the vast expanses of the 

earth? Tell me, if you know all this.  

 

Question #11: “Have you comprehended the vast expanses of 
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the earth? Tell me, if you know this.”  

 

“Job there’s a lot you don’t know, and there’s probably a lot 

you don’t know about. That you could also be ignorant of God’s 

greater purpose and what He’s allowed in your life right now 

Job? Could that be a possibility?” 

 

v. 19 What is the way to the abode of light? And where 

does darkness reside?  

 

Question #12: “What is the way to the abode of light?” 

 

Question #13: “And where does darkness reside?”  

 

v. 20 Can you take them to their places? Do you know 

the paths to their dwellings?  

 

Question #14: “Can you take them to their places?” 

 

Question #15: “Do you know the paths to their dwellings?”  

 

When we get to verse 21, some people say, “Boy, God is a little 

bit sarcastic.” 

 

Okay, now hold it for a second. Before we make a verdict here 

on God at this point, look what God says. 

 

v. 21 Surely you know, for you were already born! You 

have lived so many years!  
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“Surely you know, for you were already born! You have lived 

so many years!” 

 

When we’re going to poke somebody’s pride, we better deal 

with him pretty severely to get him to wake up and realize 

he’s not been around forever. God has been! He’s eternal. But 

to press the point home that Job has just been here just a few 

years and in comparison to the eternal God, they don’t even fit 

in the same league!  

 

But God, to drive the point home, will say, “Oh surely you 

know! And you want to sit on My seat. You were already born 

weren’t you Job? You have lived so many years!” 

 

What happened to Job? When he was born he found the place 

furnished—that’s what he found. God had created it all and 

put everything here for his benefit and blessing and he didn’t 

have to do anything. He just moved in and enjoyed it, and 

everyone is in the same shoes as Job. When we get here, 

everything’s here already provided for us by a great and 

wonderful God. 

 

The difference between Job and David probably would help us. 

Listen to these two verses in Psalms. Here’s the right attitude: 

 

Psalm 8:3, 4 

 

When I consider your heavens, 

the work of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars, 
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which you have set in place, 

what is man that you are mindful of him, 

the son of man that you care for him? 

 

Humility and brokenness over the great universe that God’s 

created for us. 

 

v. 22 Have you entered the storehouses of the snow or 

seen the storehouses of the hail,  

 

Question #16: “Have you entered the storehouses of the snow 

and seen the storehouses of the hail,”  

 

v. 23 which I reserve for times of trouble, for days of 

war and battle?  

 

Question #16 continued: “which I reserve for times of trouble, 

for days of war and battle?” 

 

We look at that and say, “how does God reserve hail for war 

and battle?”  

 

Remember one of the plagues from the life of Moses, when 

Pharaoh wouldn’t let the people go? What did God do? He 

allowed the hail to come down and literally stripped all the 

green vegetation. It was an act of great judgment. 

 

When Joshua had all those kinds converging in Jerusalem 

when he was trying to possess the land of Canaan, it says God 

hailed on them and more people died from the hail than did 

C
opyright ©

 2023 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



22 

 

from the swords of the individual. Then God says, “Woo son! 

Stop for a while! Joshua needs a little more time to get the job 

done.” 

 

Remember? God stopped the sun for a time so that Joshua 

could get the job done. But hail was used in that. 

 

Now there’s one other time that hail’s going to be used and 

that is during the Tribulation Period in Revelation 16. When 

the seventh bowl judgment is poured over there’s hail stones 

that are 125 pounds each that are going to hit the earth. 

 

Now if we think there are some ice missiles that we’ve met in 

some of the more recent thunderstorms that have come rolling 

through this place, we ain’t seen nothing compared to 125 

pound hail stones. Can you imagine the weather bureau 

announcing that? Telling us what’s happening?  

 

v. 24 What is the way to the place where the lightning is 

dispersed, or the place where the east winds are 

scattered over the earth?  

 

Question #17: “What is the way to the place where the 

lightning is dispersed, or the place where the east winds are 

scattered over the earth?”  

 

v. 25 Who cuts a channel for the torrents of rain, and a 

path for the thunderstorm,  

 

Question #18: “Who cuts a channel for the torrents of rain, 
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and a path for the thunderstorm,” 

 

v. 26 to water a land where no man lives, a desert with 

no one in it,  

 

Question #18 continued: “to water a land where no man lives, 

a desert with no one in it,” 

 

v. 27 to satisfy a desolate wasteland and make it sprout 

with grass?  

 

Question #18 conclusion: “to satisfy a desolate wasteland and 

make it sprout with grass?”  

 

v. 28 Does the rain have a father? Who fathers the 

drops of dew?  

 

Question #19: “Does the rain have a father?” 

 

Question #20: “Who fathers the drops of dew?”  

 

Remember the answer to that? Scientists tell us that every 

second sixteen million tons of water falls on the earth. We 

know who does that. God’s the one responsible. 

 

v. 29 From whose womb comes the ice? Who gives birth 

to the frost from the heavens 

 

Question #21: “From whose womb comes the ice?” 
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Question #22: “Who gives birth to the frost from the heavens” 

 

v. 30 when the waters become hard as stone, when the 

surface of the deep is frozen?  

 

Question #22 conclusion: “when the waters become hard as 

stone, when the surface of the deep is frozen?”  

 

v. 31 Can you bind the beautiful Pleiades? Can you 

loose the cords of Orion?  

 

Question #23: “Can you bind the beautiful Pleiades?” 

 

Question #24:“Can you loose the cords of Orion?”  

 

Do you understand what God’s just done? He’s gone to the 

heavens. He says, “Are you able to put a cord around the 

beautiful Pleiades? And a cord around the Orion?” 

 

Now to just give us an idea what he’s saying, the Milky Way 

has one hundred billion stars in it. Now try putting a cord 

around that. “Would you Job?” 

 

Listen to what God says through little Amy Carmichael: 

 

“I am the god of the stars,  

Lift up thine eyes and see 

As far as mortal may 

Into Eternity; 

And stay thy heart upon Me.” 
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(source unknown) 

 

What a fabulous universe there is out there! We’ve only 

scratched the surface. 

 

v. 32 Can you bring forth the constellations in their 

seasons or lead out the Bear with its cubs?  

 

Question #25:  “Can you bring forth the constellations in their 

seasons or lead out the Bear with its cubs?” 

 

In other words, he’s referring to the Big Dipper when He 

speaks of “the Bear and its cubs” at this particular point. 

 

He holds the stars and space and He’s the one who does that. 

He will surely uphold His saints on earth won’t He?  

 

That’s all he’s saying to Job. “If He takes care of the stars and 

He puts them up there, He can sure take care of you down 

here Job! Wouldn’t He do that?” 

 

v. 33 Do you know the laws of the heavens? Can you set 

up [God’s] dominion over the earth?  

 

Question #26: “Do you know the laws of the heavens?” 

 

Question #27: “Can you set up [God’s] dominion over the 

earth?”  
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v. 34 Can you raise your voice to the clouds and cover 

yourself with a flood of water?  

 

Question #28: “Can you raise your voice to the clouds and 

cover yourself with a flood of water?”  

 

“Job, by the way, can you just say, ‘God, need a little rain 

down here’ And He tips it over and floods you—can you do 

that Job?” 

 

v. 35 Do you send the lightning bolts on their way? Do 

they report to you, ‘Here we are’?  

 

Question #29: “Do you send the lightning bolts on their way?” 

 

Question #30: “Do they report to you, “Here we are”?”  

 

v. 36 Who endowed the heart with wisdom or gave 

understanding to the mind?  

 

Question #31: “Who endowed the heart with wisdom or gave 

understanding to the mind?” 

 

The two things that are desperately needed are: 

 

1. WISDOM and 

 

2. UNDERSTANDING. 

 

WISDOM to relate to God’s sovereignty and  
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UNDERSTANDING not to question His justice in what He’s 

allowed to happen. 

 

The two things that Job needs, and God has it available for 

Job.  

 

v. 37 Who has the wisdom to count the clouds? Who can 

tip over the water jars of the heavens 

 

Question #32: “Who has the wisdom to count the clouds?” 

 

Question #33: “Who can tip over the water jars of the heavens” 

 

v. 38 when the dust becomes hard and the clods of 

earth stick together?  

 

Question #33 continued: “when the dust becomes hard and the 

clods of earth stick together?”  

 

Maybe Job is saying, “Uncle! I want a reprieve!” 

 

He hasn’t answered one question. He’s got a zero on the test. 

 

Job’s worst fear is that he’s getting an F on God’s exam! 

 

Now what does God do? He’s through talking about the 

creation. Now He’s going to talk about His “animate” creation. 

He’s going to come down here and show us why He made the 

animals. It’s going to be kind of like that National Geographic 
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travel log, where we go to Wild Kingdom and we see all the 

animals in their environment. How much fun it is to laugh at 

the way they carry on and some of the dumb things they do. 

 

God has a great sense of humor. He’s going to talk about 

TWELVE ANIMALS—6 beasts, 5 birds and 1 insect. Here in 

this part of the exam and wraps it up. So we’re going to talk 

about animals for a minute.  

 

v. 39 Do you hunt the prey for the lioness and satisfy 

the hunger of the lions  

 

Question #34: “Do you hunt the prey for the lioness and 

satisfy the hunger of the lions” 

 

v. 40 when they crouch in their dens or lie in wait in a 

thicket?  

 

Question #34 continued: “when they crouch in their dens or lie 

in wait in a thicket?”  

 

“Who feeds the lions Job? Do you do that?” 

 

v. 41 Who provides food for the raven when its young 

cry out to God and wander about for lack of food?  

 

Question #35: “Who provides food for the raven when its 

young cry out to God and wander about for lack of food?”  

 

What’s the answer to that? The Lord Jesus gave us the 
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answer in Luke 12—this is Jesus speaking: 

 

Luke 12:24 

 

“Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor reap; and they 

have no storeroom nor barn; and yet God feeds them; how 

much more valuable you are than the birds! 

 

In other words, God is not even talking about Job. He’s talking 

about the creation of the world and animate creation. But 

we’re a lot more valuable than the birds—and God takes care 

of them, Jesus says. 

 

39:v. 1 Do you know when the mountain goats give 

birth? Do you watch when the doe bears her fawn?  

 

Question #36: “Do you know when the mountain goats give 

birth?”  

 

We have a little obstetrics lesson here. 

 

Question #37: “Do you watch when the doe bears her fawn?”  

 

v. 2 Do you count the months till they bear? Do you 

know the time they give birth?  

 

Question #38:  “Do you count the months till they bear?” 

 

Question #39: “Do you know the time they give birth?”  
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v. 3 They crouch down and bring forth their young; 

their labor pains are ended.  

 

“They crouch down and bring forth their young; their labor 

pains are ended.” 

 

v. 4 Their young thrive and grow strong in the wilds; 

they leave and do not return.  

 

“Their young thrive and grow strong in the wilds; they leave 

and do not return.” 

 

 

v. 5 Who let the wild donkey go free? Who untied his 

ropes?  

 

Question #40: “Who let the wild donkey go free?” 

 

Question #41: “Who untied his ropes?”  

 

v. 6 I gave him the wasteland as his home, the salt flats 

as his habitat.  

 

“I gave him the wasteland as his home, the salt flats as his 

habitat.” 

 

v. 7 He laughs at the commotion in the town; he does 

not hear a driver’s shout.  

 

“He laughs at the commotion in the town; he does not hear a 
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driver’s shout.” 

 

v. 8 He ranges the hills for his pasture and searches for 

any green thing.  

 

“He ranges the hills for his pasture and searches for any green 

thing.” 

 

Now look at this. 

 

v. 9 Will the wild ox consent to serve you? Will he stay 

by your manger at night?  

 

Question #42: “Will the wild ox consent to serve you?” 

 

Question #43: “Will he stay by your manger at night Job?” 

 

He violates the law of his nature. 

 

v. 10 Can you hold him to the furrow with a harness? 

Will he till the valleys behind you?  

 

Question #44: “Can you hold him to the furrow with a 

harness?”—so he’ll blow for you?  

 

Question #45: “Will he till the valleys behind you?” 

 

v. 11 Will you rely on him for his great strength? Will 

you leave your heavy work to him?  
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Question #46: “Will you rely on him for his great strength?”  

 

Question #47: “Will you leave your heavy work to him?” 

 

v. 12 Can you trust him to bring in your grain and 

gather it to your threshing floor?  

 

Question #48: “Can you trust him to bring in your grain and 

gather it to your threshing floor?” 

 

This is the one place in the book of Job that God smiles and 

has a little laugh and Job does too. It’s kind of fun to see what 

he does here.  

 

v. 13 The wings of the ostrich flap joyfully, but they 

cannot compare with the pinions and feathers of 

the stork.  

 

“The wings of the ostrich flap joyfully, but they cannot 

compare with the pinions and feathers of the stork.” 

 

So he has two birds here he’s going to talk about. Job probably 

starts laughing.  

 

Job sees himself and this dumb bird that only God could have 

created. That God could come up with something like this—an 

ostrich of all things! It’s odd-featured, weighs about 300 

pounds, stands about 7 to 8 feet tall, flaps its wings but cannot 

fly. But it can run 40 miles an hour.  
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The question is, would Job even think of making a bird like 

this? No, only God could come up with something like that. 

 

(Encyclopedia of Good Clean Jokes by Bob Phillips)  

 

 Confucius say, ostrich who keep head in sand too long 

during hot part of day gets burned in end. 

p. 222  

 

What do we get when you cross a turkey with an ostrich? 

 

A Thanksgiving bird that buries its head in the mashed 

potatoes. 

(source unknown) 

 

Look how dumb the bird is. 

 

v. 14 She lays her eggs on the ground and lets them 

warm in the sand,  

 

“She lays her eggs on the ground and lets them warm in the 

sand,” 

 

v. 15 unmindful that a foot may crush them, that some 

wild animal may trample them.  

 

“unmindful that a foot may crush them, that some wild 

animal may trample them.” 
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v. 16 She treats her young harshly, as if they were not 

hers; she cares not that her labor was in vain,  

 

“She treats her young harshly, as if they were not hers; she 

cares not that her labor was in vain,” 

 

The next verse is key and crucial. 

 

v. 17 for God did not endow her with wisdom or give 

her a share of good sense.  

 

“for God did not endow her with wisdom or give her a share of 

good sense.” 

 

“God gave all that to you Job! Not to the ostrich so you could 

see an illustration of what it’s like to be somebody who doesn’t 

have wisdom and doesn’t have good sense! That’s why!” 

 

v. 18 Yet when she spreads her feathers to run, she 

laughs at horse and rider.  

 

“Yet when she spreads her feathers to run, she laughs at the 

horse and rider.” 

 

She’d flat outrun the horse going 40 miles an hour—laughing. 

That’d be funny wouldn’t it, to see a drag between a horse and 

an ostrich? Ostrich leaves the horse in the dust and win every 

time. 

 

Now stop and think about it. Hasn’t God got a great sense of 
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humor? How could God come up with a duckbilled platypus? 

How could God come up with a giraffe? 

 

Somebody said, a camel is the result of a committee’s work. An 

elephant? A walrus? A penguin? Woo! Walk like a penguin. A 

seal? 

 

All of these wonderful things that God has created to give us 

evidences of the fact that God loves to laugh. He has a great 

sense of humor and He put them here by His design to let us 

know that no human being could have ever thought that mess 

up. He did it just for us. 

 

Now he mentions the wild horse and the test is almost over—

verse 19. 

 

v. 19 Do you give the horse his strength or clothe his 

neck with a flowing mane?  

 

Question #49: “Do you give the horse his strength or clothe his 

neck with a flowing mane?” 

 

Of course this is a war horse. This is wild stallion that they 

use in battle. 

 

Here’s a little poetic piece: 

 

(Encyclopedia of Good Clean Jokes by Bob Phillips)  

 

The thunder god went for a ride 
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Upon his favorite filly. 

“I’m Thor,” he cried. 

The horse replied, 

“You forgot your thaddle, thilly.” 

p. 282  

 

v. 20 Do you make him leap like a locust, striking terror 

with his proud snorting?  

 

Question #50: “Do you make him leap like a locust, striking 

terror with his proud snorting?”  

 

v. 21 He paws fiercely, rejoicing in his strength, and 

charges into the fray.  

 

“He paws fiercely, rejoicing in his strength, and charges into 

the fray.” 

 

v. 22 He laughs at fear, afraid of nothing; he does not 

shy away from the sword.  

 

“He laughs at fear, afraid of nothing; he does not shy away 

from the sword.” 

 

v. 23 The quiver rattles against his side, along with the 

flashing spear and lance.  

 

“The quiver rattles against his side, along with the flashing 

spear and lance.” 
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v. 24 In frenzied excitement he eats up the ground; he 

cannot stand still when the trumpet sounds.  

 

“In frenzied excitement he eats up the ground; he cannot 

stand still when the trumpet sounds.” 

 

v. 25 At the blast of the trumpet he snorts, ‘Aha!’ He 

catches the scent of battle from afar, the shout of 

commanders and the battle cry.  

 

“At the blast of the trumpet he snorts, ‘Aha!’ He catches the 

scent of battle from afar, the shout of commanders and the 

battle cry.” 

 

v. 26 Does the hawk take flight by your wisdom and 

spread his wings toward the south?  

 

Question #51: “Does the hawk take flight by your wisdom and 

spread his wings toward the south?” 

 

No!  

 

And the last question in our study: 

 

v. 27 Does the eagle soar at your command and build 

his nest on high?  

 

Question #52: “Does the eagle soar at your command and 

build his nest on high?” 
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v. 28 He dwells on a cliff and stays there at night; a 

rocky crag is his stronghold.  

 

“He dwells on a cliff and stays there at night; a rocky crag is 

his stronghold.” 

 

v. 29 From there he seeks out his food; his eyes detect it 

from afar.  

 

“From there he seeks out his food; his eyes detect it from afar.” 

 

v. 30 His young ones feast on blood, and where the slain 

are, there is he.”  

 

“His young ones feast on blood, and where the slain are, there 

is he.”’ 

 

There was a young man who was so frustrated with the 

professor’s final examination that instead of even bothering to 

take it he just wrote on the book, “Only God knows,” and 

turned the thing in. 

 

About a month later he got the paper back from the exam and 

the paper said, “God gets an A and you flunk.” 

(source unknown) 

 

That’s where Job is. He doesn’t have one thing right. He’s 

gotten a zero. This test has been designed to cause him to 

come to repentance and brokenness and Job isn’t there yet. 
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We’re going to stop in the exam at this point. As we open our 

next study Job has a few words like a whipped puppy from 

these first 52 questions. But he doesn’t give the right answers 

so he’s going to get some more.  

 

And guess what happens when we don’t give God the right 

answers to what He’s trying to do in our life. We’re going to 

get some more of the same until He gets the proper response 

He wants from each of us. 

 

Now that we’ve looked at the first part of the SAT test, what 

are the lessons that come out of it?  

 

Lesson #1: God came to meet Job in the midst of a storm. 

 

Lesson #2: Job has darkened God’s counsel with “words 

without knowledge.” 

 

Lesson #3: God is the One who is asking the questions, not 

Job. 

 

Lesson #4: There was great joy in heaven at the creation of the 

earth. 

 

Lesson #5: “The very presence of the loving one proved 

sufficient to answer every question and still every doubt” 

(George MacDonald). 

 

Lesson #6: It is God who orders and controls the starry 

heavens. 
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Lesson #7: God is the One who endows the heart with wisdom 

and gives understanding to the mind. 

 

Lesson #8: God is faithful to make provision for His creation. 

 

Lesson #9: God has a great sense of humor, reflected in the 

creation of the ostrich. 

 

Lesson #10: So far Job has scored a “0” on his S.A.T., his 

Spiritual Aptitude Test. 

 

We’re going to reflect on a few verses of scripture.  

 

Romans 9:20 

 

“On the contrary,” Paul says, “Who are you, Oh man, who 

answers back to God? The thing molded will not say to the 

molder, ‘Why did you make me like this?’ will it?  

 

Theodore Epp, a wonderful Bible teacher for many years on 

the Back to the Bible broadcast. He’s now home with the Lord. 

He wrote these words when he got to this point: 

 

“Oh God, You  have control over every aspect of Your creation. 

Why is it You can’t have complete control over me?” The 

answer of course is obvious: it is my own personal rebellion.” 

(source unknown) 

 

It’s our pride. It’s our wanting it, our way. It’s our feeling more 
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comfortable denying we exist and we’d rather risk our eternal 

destiny in that way and live our life selfishly than to allow 

Him to invade our life and personality and to come into a 

relationship. 

 

One of the commentators did something very beautiful and it 

really fits. Listen to those words: 

 

One night a man had a dream. He dreamed he was walking 

along the beach with the Lord. Across the sky flashed scenes 

from his life. For each scene, he noticed two sets of footprints 

in the sand: one belonging to him, and the other to the Lord. 

 

 When the last scene of his life flashed before him, he 

looked back at the footprints in the sand. He noticed that 

many times along the path of his life there were only one set 

of footprints. He also noticed that it happened at the very 

lowest and saddest times in his life. 

 

 This really bothered him and he questioned the Lord 

about it. ‘Lord, you said that once I decided to follow you, 

you’d walk with me all the way. But I have noticed that 

during the most troublesome times in my life, there is only 

one set of footprints. I don’t understand why when I needed 

you most you would leave me.’ 

 

 The Lord replied, ‘My son, my precious child, I love you 

and I would never leave you. During your times of trials and 

suffering, when you see only one set of footprints, it was then 

that I carried you.’ 
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(source unknown) 

 

Oswald Chambers said it so well: 

 

“A man up against things feels that he has lost God, when in 

reality, he’s come face to face with Him.” 

(source unknown) 

 

The problems of life are not solved by reasons, but by 

relationships.  

 

“Job you don’t need why, you need to know who. And in 

knowing Me it’s going to be alright.” 

 

This is the Creator of the cosmos. He cares about each of us.  

 

God has to get a microscope to see us. We’re like busy little 

ants, angry because somebody stepped on our anthill. That’s 

really the relationship of the majority of humanity in the 

world in which we live. 

 

God sometimes reaches down and does wonderful things. 

 

Psalm 147:1-11 

 

Praise the Lord. 

How good it is to sing praises to our God, 

how pleasant and fitting to praise him! 

The Lord builds up Jerusalem; 

he gathers the exiles of Israel. 
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He heals the brokenhearted 

and he binds up their wounds. 

He determines the number of the stars 

and calls them each by name. 

Great is our Lord and mighty in power; 

his understanding has no limit. 

The Lord sustains the humble 

but casts the wicked to the ground. 

Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; 

and make music to our God on the harp. 

He covers the sky with the clouds; 

he supplies the earth with rain 

and makes grass grow on the hills. 

He provides food for the cattle 

and for the young ravens when they call. 

His pleasure is not in the strength of the horse, 

nor his delight in the legs of a man; 

the Lord delights in those who fear him, 

who put their hope in his unfailing love. 

 

Now is God saying to us like He’s saying to Job—it’s your 

move?  

 

“It’s your move Job. You have to make a choice now in what 

you know.”  

 

One dear mother whose prodigal daughter had left home in 

rebellion and resistance, wrote a poem called “It’s Your Move, 

Daughter” and with this we close: 
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(Fresh Elastic for Stretched Out Moms by Barbara Johnson)  

 

I gave you life 

but I cannot live it for you. 

I can teach you things 

but I cannot make you learn. 

I can give you directions 

but I cannot always be there to lead you. 

I can allow you freedom 

but I cannot account for it. 

I can take you to church 

but I cannot make you believe. 

I can teach you right from wrong 

but I can’t always decide for you. 

I can buy you beautiful clothes 

but I cannot make you lovely inside. 

I can offer you advice 

but I cannot accept it for you. 

I can give you love 

but I cannot force it upon you. 

I can teach you to be a friend 

but I cannot make you one. 

I can teach you to share 

but I cannot make you unselfish. 

I can teach you respect 

but I can’t force you to show honor. 

I can grieve about your report card 

but I cannot doubt your teachers. 

I can advise you about friends 

but I cannot choose them for you. 
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I can teach you about sex 

but I cannot keep you pure. 

I can tell you the facts of life 

but I can’t build your reputation. 

I can tell you about drink 

but I can’t say NO for you. 

I can warn you about drugs 

but I can’t prevent you from using them. 

I can tell you about lofty goals 

but I can’t achieve them for you. 

I can let you baby-sit 

but I can’t be responsible for your actions. 

I can teach you kindness 

but I can’t force you to be gracious. 

I can warn you about sins 

but I cannot make your morals. 

I can love you as a daughter 

but I cannot place you in God’s Family. 

I can pray for you 

but I cannot make you walk with God. 

I can teach you about Jesus 

but I cannot make HIM your Savior. 

I can teach you to OBEY 

but I cannot make Jesus Your Lord. 

I can tell you how to live 

but I cannot give you Eternal Life. 

pp. 86-88  

 

Father, we seem overwhelmed to realize how little our 

concepts are of You and how caught up in life down here 
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which is so insignificant in view of how great You really are. 

Father forgive us for putting You on the hot seat and wanting 

to take Your place on the throne and to run the universe and 

to run our own lives. Help us Father not to be sinning in our 

suffering by accusing You of injustice or accusing You of being 

a person who doesn’t know and doesn’t care. Father, thank 

You that we’ve seen that You do love us. Thank You that 

we’ve also been made aware that You’re the God of wisdom 

and understanding. Thank You that because You do the 

greater thing of running this universe, You can do the lesser 

thing of running our individual lives. Who are we to question 

the curriculum that You deem necessary to bring us to the 

Savior. And that You deem necessary to make us more like 

the Savior after we come to know You. May Your Holy Spirit 

take the truth of the Word of God. May it spring up and bear a 

rich harvest in the lives of these dear friends who’ve given this 

time to study with us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of JOB 

 

Persevere and Press On 

 

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering” 

 

Study Number Twenty-Three – Job 38:1-39:30  

 

            NOTES 
The Lord Speaks 

v. 1 Then the Lord answered Job out of the storm. He said: 

v. 2 “Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without 

knowledge?  

v. 3 Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall 

answer me. 

v. 4 Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if 

you understand.  

v. 5 Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who 

stretched a measuring line across it?  

v. 6 On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone— 

v. 7 while the morning stars sang together and all the angels 

shouted for joy? 

v. 8 Who shut up the sea behind doors when it burst forth from the 

womb,  

v. 9 when I made the clouds its garment and wrapped it in thick 

darkness,  

v. 10 when I fixed limits for it and set its doors and bars in place,  

v. 11 when I said, ‘This far you may come and no farther; here is 

where your proud waves halt’? 

v. 12 Have you ever given orders to the morning, or shown the 

dawn its place, 

v. 13 that it might take the earth by the edges and shake the 

wicked out of it? 

v. 14 The earth takes shape like clay under a seal; its features 

stand out like those of a garment. 

v. 15 The wicked are denied their light, and their upraised arm is 

broken. 

v. 16 Have you journeyed to the springs of the sea or walked in the 

recesses of the deep?  
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            NOTES 
v. 17 Have the gates of death been shown to you? Have you seen 

the gates of the shadow of death? 

v. 18 Have you comprehended the vast expanses of the earth? Tell 

me, if you know all this. 

v. 19 What is the way to the abode of light? And where does 

darkness reside?  

v. 20 Can you take them to their places? Do you know the paths to 

their dwellings?  

v. 21 Surely you know, for you were already born! You have lived 

so many years! 

v. 22 Have you entered the storehouses of the snow or seen the 

storehouses of the hail,  

v. 23 which I reserve for times of trouble, for days of war and 

battle?  

v. 24 What is the way to the place where the lightning is dispersed, 

or the place where the east winds are scattered over the earth?  

v. 25 Who cuts a channel for the torrents of rain, and a path for 

the thunderstorm,  

v. 26 to water a land where no man lives, a desert with no one in 

it,  

v. 27 to satisfy a desolate wasteland and make it sprout with 

grass?  

v. 28 Does the rain have a father? Who fathers the drops of dew? 

v. 29 From whose womb comes the ice? Who gives birth to the frost 

from the heavens 

v. 30 when the waters become hard as stone, when the surface of 

the deep is frozen? 

v. 31 Can you bind the beautiful Pleiades? Can you loose the cords 

of Orion?  

v. 32 Can you bring forth the constellations in their seasons or lead 

out the Bear with its cubs?  

v. 33 Do you know the laws of the heavens? Can you set up [God’s] 

dominion over the earth? 

v. 34 Can you raise your voice to the clouds and cover yourself with 

a flood of water?  

v. 35 Do you send the lightning bolts on their way? Do they report 

to you, ‘Here we are’? 

v. 36 Who endowed the heart with wisdom or gave understanding 

to the mind?  
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            NOTES 
v. 37 Who has the wisdom to count the clouds? Who can tip over 

the water jars of the heavens 

v. 38 when the dust becomes hard and the clods of earth stick 

together? 

v. 39 Do you hunt the prey for the lioness and satisfy the hunger of 

the lions  

v. 40 when they crouch in their dens or lie in wait in a thicket? 

v. 41 Who provides food for the raven when its young cry out to 

God and wander about for lack of food? 

39:v. 1 Do you know when the mountain goats give birth? Do you 

watch when the doe bears her fawn?  

v. 2 Do you count the months till they bear? Do you know the time 

they give birth?  

v. 3 They crouch down and bring forth their young; their labor 

pains are ended. 

v. 4 Their young thrive and grow strong in the wilds; they leave 

and do not return. 

v. 5 Who let the wild donkey go free? Who untied his ropes?  

v. 6 I gave him the wasteland as his home, the salt flats as his 

habitat.  

v. 7 He laughs at the commotion in the town; he does not hear a 

driver’s shout. 

v. 8 He ranges the hills for his pasture and searches for any green 

thing. 

v. 9 Will the wild ox consent to serve you? Will he stay by your 

manger at night?  

v. 10 Can you hold him to the furrow with a harness? Will he till 

the valleys behind you?  

v. 11 Will you rely on him for his great strength? Will you leave 

your heavy work to him?  

v. 12 Can you trust him to bring in your grain and gather it to your 

threshing floor? 

v. 13 The wings of the ostrich flap joyfully, but they cannot 

compare with the pinions and feathers of the stork. 

v. 14 She lays her eggs on the ground and lets them warm in the 

sand,  

v. 15 unmindful that a foot may crush them, that some wild 

animal may trample them. 

v. 16 She treats her young harshly, as if they were not hers; she 

cares not that her labor was in vain,  
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            NOTES 
v. 17 for God did not endow her with wisdom or give her a share of 

good sense. 

v. 18 Yet when she spreads her feathers to run, she laughs at 

horse and rider. 

v. 19 Do you give the horse his strength or clothe his neck with a 

flowing mane? 

v. 20 Do you make him leap like a locust, striking terror with his 

proud snorting?  

v. 21 He paws fiercely, rejoicing in his strength, and charges into 

the fray.  

v. 22 He laughs at fear, afraid of nothing; he does not shy away 

from the sword.  

v. 23 The quiver rattles against his side, along with the flashing 

spear and lance. 

v. 24 In frenzied excitement he eats up the ground; he cannot 

stand still when the trumpet sounds.  

v. 25 At the blast of the trumpet he snorts, ‘Aha!’ He catches the 

scent of battle from afar, the shout of commanders and the battle 

cry. 

v. 26 Does the hawk take flight by your wisdom and spread his 

wings toward the south? 

v. 27 Does the eagle soar at your command and build his nest on 

high?  

v. 28 He dwells on a cliff and stays there at night; a rocky crag is 

his stronghold. 

v. 29 From there he seeks out his food; his eyes detect it from afar.  

v. 30 His young ones feast on blood, and where the slain are, there 

is he.” 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Job 38:1-39:30 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 
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2. What is the Lord’s first question of Job in chapter 38:2? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does the Lord tell Job to do, according to verse 3? 

 

 

 

 

4. What does the Lord ask Job in verse 18? 

 

 

 

 

5. What two questions does the Lord ask of Job in verse 33? 

 

 

 

 

6. What is the answer to the Lord’s question addressed to  

Job in verse 36? 
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7. What two things did God not give to the stork, according  

to chapter 39:17? 

 

 

 

 

8. How does the Lord describe the horse in verses 19-22? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: God came to meet Job in the midst of a storm. 

 

LESSON #2: Job has darkened God’s counsel with “words 

without knowledge.” 

 

LESSON #3: God is the One who is asking the questions, not 

Job. 

 

LESSON #4: There was great joy in heaven at the creation of 

the earth. 

 

LESSON #5: “The very presence of the loving one proved 

sufficient to answer every question and still every doubt” 

(George MacDonald). 

 

LESSON #6: It is God who orders and controls the starry 

heavens. 

 

LESSON #7: God is the One who endows the heart with 

wisdom and gives understanding to the mind. 

 

LESSON #8: God is faithful to make provision for His 

creation. 
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LESSON #9: God has a great sense of humor, reflected in the 

creation of the ostrich. 

 

LESSON #10: So far Job has scored a “0” on his S.A.T., his 

Spiritual Aptitude Test. 
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