A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Twenty-Four — Job 40:1-42:17

John Piper has written a book called The Pleasures of God and
in the book he says this:

(The Pleasures of God by John Piper)

It seems in these days that God is enjoying keeping the
astronomers on the edge of their seats with new glimpses of
power. In the fall of 1989 newspapers reported the discovery
by two Harvard astronomers of a great wall of galaxies
stretching hundreds of millions of light years across the
known universe.

The wall 1s supposedly some 500 million light years long,
200 million light years wide, and 15 million light years thick.
In case your high school astronomy has grown fuzzy, a light
year is a little less than six trillion miles.

This great wall consists of more than 15,000 galaxies,
each with millions of stars and was described as the largest
single coherent structure seen so far in nature. I say was
described because three months later in February 1990 God
opened another little window for tiny man to marvel again.
And the newspapers reported that astronomers have
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discovered more than a dozen evenly distributed clumps of
galaxies stretching across vast expanses of the heavens,
suggesting a structure to the universe that is so regular and
1mmense that it defies current theories of cosmic origins.

The newly found pattern of galactic mater dwarfs the
extremely long sheet of galaxies, dubbed the Great Wall. That
was reported in November 1989 to be the largest structure in
the universe. They now say the Great Wall is in fact merely
one of the closest of these clumps or regions that contain very
high concentrations of galaxies.

What is this universe but the lavish demonstration of the
incredible, incomprehensible, incomparable, unimaginable,
exuberance and wisdom and power and greatness of God.

What a God He must be.

We would do well to listen to what the Lord said to Moses at
the burning bush in Exodus 3:

Exodus 3:4-6

When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called
to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said;
“Here I am.” “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off
your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy
oground.” Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this,
Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.

Now the Lord is continuing to speak to Job in this final
episode. We're also going to hear from Job in his words of
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response.

We need to realize that during the time that Job has had all
this going on, he’s done a couple of things.

1. In his PRIDE he has accused God of injustice in that he
hasn’t been treated fairly.

2. He’s questioned GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY as to why this
happened.

Lest we get a little self-righteous at this point, remember the
last time we asked why or questioned what God allowed to go
on in our personal life.

We basically do the same thing. When we do that, we are
saying, “I want to be God and I want to sit on His throne, and
I can do a better job of calling the shots in my life than He
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can.

These are the things that God is looking for in a response from
Job.

In the first part of the Lord’s answer there have been 52
QUESTIONS on this test. Those questions have all centered

around CREATION, LIGHNING, THUNDER and all these
things.

Just as Elihu finished his speaking, there was a thunderstorm
coming on the horizon. It’s out of that thunderstorm that
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Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar and Elihu thought that a lightning
bolt was going to hit Job and he was going to be out of here—
God was going to judge him.

But that’s not what happened. God began to speak to Job and
ask him these questions. There are 19 more QUESTIONS that
are left in the test. Job has two questions that he’s going to
ask himself—that makes 21 in the passage that we're looking
at together.

Now let’s say that for the sake of illustration, we’re facing
some difficult circumstances in our life right now. Those
difficult circumstances can be responded to 1n two different

ways—we have TWO CHOICES:

1. We can enter into CONFLICT and we can charge God
with wrongdoing or

2. we can CHANGE and accept what God allows.

Job 1n this situation is sitting in silence. He’s been blown
away. He’s overwhelmed, he’s stunned, he’s slam-dunked.
Where do we go from here?

Let’s get into it.

v. 1 The Lord said to Job:

“The Lord said to Job:”



v. 2 “Will the one who contends with the Almighty

correct him? Let him who accuses God answer
him!”

Question #1: “Will the one who contends with the Almighty
correct him? Let him who accuses God answer him!”

We have FIVE HOT WORDS. When we get to the end of the
study, we're going to take those and the words of Job and put
them together to wrap this thing up.

In this first question he says:

“Will the one who contends”—HOT WORD #1—“with the
Almighty correct”—HOT WORD #2.

So in this first question we have the TWO WORDS:

1. “contend,”

2. “correct,”

The third one’s going to be:

3. “accuse”™—we’ll see it in just a moment.

What does it mean when we say we’re contending with
somebody? It means that we are manifesting a resistance to

what they’re doing. We are letting our pride get in the way.

God 1s saying to Job:
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“Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him?”
When we're correcting somebody, what are we saying?

“You've made the wrong choice and I've got to help you so I'm
correcting you and telling you what you need to do.”

In essence, when we hurt that’s what we do.

When we are contending with the Almighty or trying to
correct Him we're saying, in essence, this is what it takes to
please me. The third thing is to accuse the Almighty of
injustice.

Now when we put those three words together, two major
1ssues come out:

1. “Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct
him?”

2. “Let him who accuses God answer him!”

To accuse God 1s to say, “God, You're not fair. God, You're not
doing what I think You need to do for me.”

The two major issues in this book that Job 1s guilty of are:

1. Questioning God’s SOVEREIGNTY in allowing it to
happen and



2.  Questioning His JUSTICE in the fact that Job doesn’t
deserve this.

Those are the two big issues in those three words.
This story about a major league baseball game fits here:

During an afternoon baseball game when American League
umpire Bill Guthrie was working behind the plate, the catcher
for the visiting team repeatedly protested his calls.

According to a story that appeared in the St. Louis Post
Dispatch, Guthrie endured this for three innings, but in the
fourth inning, when the catcher started to complain, Guthrie
stopped him. “Son,” he said gently, “you’ve been a big help to
me calling balls and strikes, and I appreciate it, but I think
I've got the hang of 1t now. So I'm going to ask you to go to the
clubhouse and show them how to take a shower.”

(From InfoSearch 3.5, original source unknown)

That’s how God feels when we are behind the plate calling the
balls and strikes while God the just umpire of the universe is
allowing these things to go on in our lives. And one of these
days, God’s gonna just pull on the chain and blow the whistle
and say, “Come on to the house. I think I can handle it all by
Myself when it comes to the running of the universe.”

Tony Evans in one of his books says:



(The Victorious Christian Life by Dr. Tony Evans)

When we act independently of God’s authority over our lives,
we change the Lord’s Prayer into the Devil’s Prayer: “Our
father who 1s in hell, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done.”

pp. 213-14

Job 1s a righteous man, but he’s offended. He is resistant. He
has actually fallen prey to self-righteousness. There’s a certain
unbrokenness in his spirit.

Granted, if we’d been through the same things, we’d be in
those kinds of positions. But how does the Lord feel about
that? He feels badly enough about it that He’s going to do
something about it. What He’s looking for from Job is a
brokenness and a repentance that He’s not going to hear now.

v. 3 Then Job answered the Lord:

“Then Job answered the Lord:”
Ready? Here 1t comes. Here Job craters.

Imagine talking to the God of the universe that Piper just
describes in the galaxies. What a shock for Job to finally have
the floor!

Throughout the whole book he’s wanted to go to court with
God. He wants to present his case because he knows he’ll be
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vindicated before God. Now he gets the floor!

Matthew 7:22, 23

Many will say unto me on that day, “Lord, Lord, haven’t we
done this and that?” And I'll say, “Depart from me. I never
knew you.”

Look what Job says. Here we go—three things:

v. 4 “I am unworthy—how can I reply to you? I put my
hand over my mouth.

Question #2: “I am unworthy—how can I reply to you? I put
my hand over my mouth.”

Now of those 21 questions that are in the passage, here’s Job’s
first question. This 1s not part of the test. He’s saying:

“I am unworthy—how can I reply to you?”

“Unworthy” means trifling, insignificant and small. And
certainly aware that this great God of the universe is speaking
to him, he feels that way.

v. 5 I spoke once, but I have no answer—twice, but I
will say no more.”

“I spoke once, but I have no answer—twice, but I will say no
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Now there are THREE KEY PHRASES. Listen to them and
get the pulse of Job:

1. “I am unworthy,”
2. “I have no answer,” and
3. “I will say no more.”

Now what’s the one thing that’s missing in those three
statements? There’s no repentance, there’s no brokenness.

The snowman of self-righteousness is starting to melt as the

sun shines upon him. But he’s not there yet. When we’re not

there yet, guess what—God 1s not going to stop. He’s going to
do all that He needs to get His desired result.

At this point we can expect verse 6 to be right there before us,
just as plain as day.

v. 6 Then the Lord spoke to Job out of the storm:
“Then the Lord spoke to Job out of the storm:”

Back in Job 38:1 when the Lord broke into this whole thing—
that’s exactly the words that are recorded when this started:

Job 38:1
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The Lord answered Job out of the storm...

We’ve had the 52 questions. Now again we're going right back
to the storm. Same song, second verse, a little bit louder, a
whole lot worse.

“the Lord spoke”—the Lord answered.
Verse 7 1s identical.

v. 7 “Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and
you shall answer me.

“Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall
answer me.”

At this point those words “Brace yourself” are the words for
“oird up your loins.” That’s the Hebrew counterpart in the
New Testament in 1 Peter 1:13 where it says:

1 Peter 1:13

Gird up the loins of your mind...

They had long flowing robes, so what’d they do? They pulled
them up, tucked them in their belt so they could go jogging or
go work. Then when they were going to formal wear they’d
just pull them out of their belt and let them hang.

Basically what he’s telling Job—in laymen’s terminology—
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“Put on your shoulder pads and your helmet and your shoes
boy, we’re going to go a little one-on-one. You better have your
equipment because this is going to get tough.”

“Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you will
answer me.”

Strap it on! We're going to continue to go after it.

Now look at question #3 and the next question in the test.
This 1s going to go very quickly now—the rest of the test.

v. 8 Would you discredit my justice? Would you
condemn me to justify yourself?

Question #3: “Would you discredit my justice?”
Question #4: “Would you condemn me to justify yourself?”

Here are our other two HOT WORDS that we want to hang
onto until we get to the end of the book:

1. the word “discredit” and

2. the word “condemn.”

“Would you discredit my justice by questioning my integrity?”
“Would you condemn me to justify yourself?”
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“Job, i1f you had a choice when it came to what 1s allowed in
your life and you had to make a choice, would you justify
yourself in order to “condemn me” in the process? Would you

do that Job?”

He certainly has throughout the book.

Now review—FIVE KEY WORDS—hot words:
1. CONTENDS,

2. CORRECTIONS,

3. ACCUSES,

4. DISCREDITS” and

5. CONDEMNS.

Now hang onto those because that’s the way God feels about
what Job has done in response to what the Lord has allowed.

Now notice there’s one wonderful word that’s not there and
that’s the word CURSED.

Satan has not won the victory. Job has not cursed God like
Satan said he would. So there i1s a victory in the absence of
that word.

We have:
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CONTENDS,
CORRECTS,
ACCUSES,
DISCREDITS and
CONDEMNS.

Now verse 9—this is going to get exciting so get ready. Hang
in there.

v. 9 Do you have an arm like God’s, and can your voice
thunder like his?

Question #5: “Do you have an arm like God’s, and can your
voice thunder like his?”

“Do you have an arm like God’s?”

“Job, since you want to play God, we have to check and see if
you're qualified. If you had an arm like God you can carry out
your purposes. And do you have not only an arm like God’s,
but can your voice thunder like his so that you can make a
command that will bring about an execution of that
command?”

In other words, “Is your arm strong enough to pull it off? And
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1s your voice big enough to get a response to your command?”
Those are the two things.

Often in the scripture the Lord’s army is referred to. In
Numbers 11:23 the Lord answered Moses:

Numbers 11:23

Is the Lord’s army too short?

v. 10 Then adorn yourself with glory and splendor, and
clothe yourself in honor and majesty.

“Then adorn yourself with glory and splendor, and clothe
yourself in honor and majesty.”

“Oh by the way Job, if you're going to be God you’ve got to put
on God’s clothes. You've got to not only have His arm and His
voice, but you've got to dress like Him. And there are four
garments of God that you need Job and I just want to see if
you’'ve got them—glory, splendor, honor, and majesty. You
know, you might as well dress the part and go for it Job.”

All of those words remind us of what? It’s the creation of the
world 1sn’t it? We see God’s “glory,” we see God’s “splendor,”
we see His “honor” and His “majesty.”

When we hear a statement like that of John Piper, we realize
how incredible this is that God would stoop now to speak to

Job and challenge him with the thought that because of his
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position—self-righteousness and living for himself—that he
could pretend to be God. But that’s how He’s challenging him.

We're living in a generation that believes that. With the New
Age thesis, we grow to become God.

Shirley MacLaine said:

(Disciplines of Grace by R. Kent Hughes)

The most pleasurable journey you take is through
yourself...the only sustaining love involvement is with
yourself...The only thing you have is working to the
consummation of your own identity. And that’s what I've been
trying to do all my life.

p. 37

In her book A Marriage Made in Heaven...Or Too Tired for an
Affair Erma Bombeck says:

A Marriage Made in Heaven . . . Or Too Tired for an Affair by
Erma Bombeck)

Life 1sn’t much when you no longer have anyone to think

about except yourself.
p. 206

She certainly hits the nail on the head.

Fénelon in his book The Seeking Heart said:
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(The Seeking Heart by Fénelon)

Remember that true firmness 1s gentle, humble, and
calm. A sharp tongue, a proud heart, and an iron hand have
no place in God’s work.

p. 18

Somebody else said:

(The Complete Book of Zingers by Croft M. Pentz)

When you are wrapped up in yourself, you are overdressed.
p. 275

Proverbs 6:16

There are six things the Lord hates, seven that are detestable
to him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed
inocent blood, a heart that devises wicked schemes, ...

“Now Job since you have on your garments and your arm 1is
functioning and your voice is ready to command, I want you to
display your sovereignty.”

v. 11 Unleash the fury of your wrath, look at every
proud man and bring him low,

“Unleash the fury of your wrath, look at every proud man and
bring him low,”
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v. 12 look at every proud man and humble him, crush
the wicked where they stand.

“look at every proud man and humble him, crush the wicked
where they stand.”

v. 13 Bury them all in the dust together; shroud their
faces in the grave.

“Bury them all in the dust together; shroud their faces in the
grave.”

v. 14 Then I myself will admit to you that your own
right hand can save you.

“Then I myself will admit to you that your own right hand can
save you.”

Now having said that, the Lord turns to Job and He takes
TWO ANIMALS from His creation to show His power and His

greatness.

In the first part of the test He took twelve animals to show
His creativity and His ability, but here He’s taking two
powerful animals.

Now we have not met either of these powerful animals
recently. We’ve never gone to the zoo to see a “behemoth” or a
“leviathan,” and so we need some explanation.
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First of all we’re going to see the “behemoth”—we can take
that he 1s the hippopotamus. Then we’re going to see the
“leviathan,” which i1s most likely a patriarchal crocodile. He is
typical of a crocodile.

There are a lot of things that we’re going to see in this part of
the test now.

Just remember one thing, God is very proud of His creation.
Because He 1s, He often refers to it. Remember when He
created it, “He saw that it was very good.” (ref. Genesis 1:31).
He was very satisfied with what He created.

Now as the Creator of the universe, the sovereign God, lays
these things before Job in hopes that Job will repent in
brokenness.

Are you ready? First animal—verse 15.

v. 15 Look at the behemoth, which I made along with
you and which feeds on grass like an ox.

“Look at the behemoth, which I made along with you and
which feeds on grass like an ox.”

The Lord 1s going to take this great animal and literally look
upon him as the KING OF THE BEAST'S.

Who do we look upon as the king of the beasts? The lion is the
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king of the beasts.

The hippopotamus is the big one here and he says, “I made
him when I made you Job—just in case you want to keep the
record straight.”

v. 16 What strength he has in his loins, what power in
the muscles of his belly!

“What strength he has in his loins, what power in the muscles
of his belly!”

v. 17 His tail sways like a cedar; the sinews of his thighs
are close-knit.

“His tail sways like a cedar; the sinews of his thighs are close-
knit.”

Now anybody that’s seen a hippopotamus knows that he
doesn’t have a tail like a cedar. He’s got a tiny little sprig.

That word “sways” is probably the word “stiffen.” Have you
ever watched a 8,000 pound adult hippo running? BING! up
goes his little radar tail and he just goes firing away—it
stiffens. That’s the description here in verse 17.

v. 18 His bones are tubes of bronze, his limbs like rods
of iron.

“His bones are tubes of bronze, his limbs like rods of iron.”
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v. 19 He ranks first among the works of God, yet his
Maker can approach him with his sword.

“He ranks first among the works of God, yet his Maker can
approach him with his sword.”

v. 20 The hills bring him their produce, and all the wild
animals play nearby.

“The hills bring him their produce, and all the wild animals
play nearby.”

We've seen these in National Geographic films.

v. 21 Under the lotus plants he lies, hidden among the
reeds in the marsh.

“Under the lotus plants he lies, hidden among the reeds in the
marsh.”

v. 22 The lotuses conceal him in their shadow; the
poplars by the stream surround him.

“The lotuses conceal him in their shadow; the poplars by the
stream surround him.”

v. 23 When the river rages, he is not alarmed; he is
secure, though the Jordan should surge against his
mouth.
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“When the river rages, he is not alarmed;”

He’s 8,000 pounds. He doesn’t have to worry about a flooding
river.

“he 1s secure, though the Jordan should surge against his
mouth.”

v. 24 Can anyone capture him by the eyes, or trap him
and pierce his nose?

Question #6: “Can anyone capture him by the eyes, or trap
him and pierce his nose?”

The answer’s NO.
Animal #2—“leviathan.”

41:v. 1 Can you pull in the leviathan with a fishhook or
tie down his tongue with a rope?

Question #7: “Can you pull in the leviathan with a fishhook oz
tie down his tongue with a rope?”

Here we're talking about the CROCODILE. Now see the
description.

v. 2 Can you put a cord through his nose or pierce his
jaw with a hook?
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Question #8: “Can you put a cord through his nose or pierce
his jaw with a hook?”

v. 3 Will he keep begging you for mercy? Will he speak
to you with gentle words?

Question #9: “Will he keep begging you for mercy?”
Question #10: “Will he speak to you with gentle words?”

v. 4 Will he make an agreement with you for you to take
him as your slave for life?

Question #11: “Will he make an agreement with you for you ta
take him as your slave for life?”

v. 5 Can you make a pet of him like a bird or put him on
a leash for your girls?

Question #12: “Can you make a pet of him like a bird or put
him on a leash for your girls?”

v. 6 Will traders barter for him? Will they divide him up
among the merchants?

Question #13: “Will traders barter for him?”

Question #14: “Will they divide him up among the
merchants?”
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v. 7 Can you fill his hide with harpoons or his head
with fishing spears?

Question #15: “Can you fill his hide with harpoons or his head
with fishing spears?”

v. 8 If you lay a hand on him, you will remember the
struggle and never do it again!

“If you lay a hand on him, you will remember the struggle and
never do it again!”

When we look at that statement we’re reminded of Jacob’s
wrestling match with the angel all night long. Finally the
Lord just says, “Bing!” and touches him in the hip and it’s all
over. All he can do 1s hang on and be blessed.

Here the Lord says, “you put a hand on him you’ll never forget
1t.”

v. 9 Any hope of subduing him is false; the mere sight of
him is overpowering.

“Any hope of subduing him is false; the mere sight of him is
overpowering.”

v. 10 No one is fierce enough to rouse him. Who then is
able to stand against me?
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“No one 1s fierce enough to rouse him.”

Question #16: “Who then is able to stand against me?”

“If God be for us, who can be against us?” (ref. Romans 8:31)
We cannot stand against God and survive.

v. 11 Who has a claim against me that I must pay?
Everything under heaven belongs to me.

Question #17: “Who has a claim against me that I must pay?”

To say “I stand against God” means that “I rebel and that I
resist.”

To say that “I have a claim against” God, I'm filing charges
against God for wrongdoing.”

Look at that last statement:

“Everything under heaven belongs to me.”

“Guess what Job? If you're going to court to file a claim
against Me, I have to tell you something. I have a prior claim
because it all belongs to Me in the first place. You're going to

lose Job if you go to court, because it’s Mine.”

Colossians 1:17
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All things have been created by Him and for Him. And He is
before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

v. 12 I will not fail to speak of his limbs, his strength
and his graceful form.

“I will not fail to speak of his limbs, his strength and his
graceful form.”

THREE THINGS there in verse 12.

v. 13 Who can strip off his outer coat? Who would
approach him with a bridle?

Question #18: “Who can strip off his outer coat?”
Question #19: “Who would approach him with a bridle?”

v. 14 Who dares open the doors of his mouth, ringed
about with his fearsome teeth?

Question #20: “And who dares open the doors of his mouth,
ringed about with his fearsome teeth?”

Now watch how He describes the final wrap-up:

v. 15 His back has rows of shields tightly sealed
together;

“His back has rows of shields tightly sealed together;”
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v. 16 each is so close to the next that no air can pass
between.

“each 1s so close to the next that no air can pass between.”

v. 17 They are joined fast to one another; they cling
together and cannot be parted.

“They are joined fast to one another; they cling together and
cannot be parted.”

v. 18 His snorting throws out flashes of light; his eyes
are like the rays of dawn.

“His snorting throws out flashes of light; his eyes are like the
rays of the dawn.”

Now we know from nature that crocodiles can stay under the
water about five minutes, and of course they snort and spray
when they come to the surface.

When we get to verse 19, we have a little problem. This is the
only place where we have a question with whether or not this
really 1s a crocodile.

There are some expositors who believe that this is where
Satan comes back into the story, because he’s not been in the

story since way back in chapters 1 and 2.
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In the book of Revelation we have the RED DRAGON that’s
the description of Satan. If this i1s in fact a description of him,
he certainly i1s a defeated foe and we need to recognize that.

v. 19 Firebrands stream from his mouth; sparks of fire
shoot out.

“Firebrands stream from his mouth; sparks of fire shoot out.”

v. 20 Smoke pours from his nostrils as from a boiling
pot over a fire of reeds.

“Smoke pours from his nostrils as from a boiling pot over a fire
of reeds.”

Then these next words:

v. 21 His breath sets coals ablaze, and flames dart from
his mouth.

“His breath sets coals ablaze, and flames dart from his
mouth.”

v. 22 Strength resides in his neck; dismay goes before
him.

“Strength resides in his neck; dismay goes before him.”

v. 23 The folds of his flesh are tightly joined; they are
firm and immovable.
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“The folds of his flesh are tightly joined; they are firm and
1mmovable.”

v. 24 His chest is hard as rock, hard as a lower
millstone.

“His chest 1s hard as rock, hard as a lower millstone.”

v. 25 When he rises up, the mighty are terrified; they
retreat before his thrashing.

“When he rises up, the mighty are terrified; they retreat
before his thrashing.”

We don’t mess with a crocodile.

“When he rises up, the mighty are terrified; they retreat
before this thrashing.”

v. 26 The sword that reaches him has no effect, nor does
the spear or the dart or the javelin.

“The sword that reaches him has no effect, nor does the spear
or the dart or the javelin.”

v. 27 Iron he treats like straw and bronze like rotten
wood.

“Iron he treats like straw and bronze like rotten wood.”
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v. 28 Arrows do not make him flee; slingstones are like
chaff to him.

“Arrows do not make him flee; slingstones are like chaff to
him.”

v. 29 A club seems to him but a piece of straw; he laughs
at the rattling of the lance.

“A club seems to him but a piece of straw; and he laughs at
the rattling of the lance.”

v. 30 His undersides are jagged potsherds, leaving a
trail in the mud like a threshing sledge.

“His undersides are jagged potsherds, leaving a trail in the
mud like a threshing sledge.”

v. 31 He makes the depths churn like a boiling caldron
and stirs up the sea like a pot of ointment.

“He makes the depths churn like a boiling caldron and stirs up
the sea like a pot of ointment.”

v. 32 Behind him he leaves a glistening wake; one
would think the deep had white hair.

“Behind him he leaves a glistening wake; one would think the
deep had white hair.”
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v. 33 Nothing on earth is his equal—a creature without
fear.

“Nothing on earth is his equal—a creature without fear.”
Look at the final verse:

v. 34 He looks down on all that are haughty; he is king
over all that are proud.”

“He looks down on all that are haughty; he 1s king over all
that are proud.”

KEY WORDS:
“HAUGHTY” and “PROUD.”
How does Job feel?

That’s the end of the test. How would we feel if we’d just taken

a test and we missed all 71 questions? That’s a big deal. Job
flunked!

Now comes the final statements from the Lord Himself.

He probably shook, shaking and swimming in a sea of fear. He
1s totally devastated and he doesn’t know what’s going to
happen. But now Job gives his second answer—here comes the
end of the book.
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Job

42:v. 1 Then Job replied to the Lord:
“Then Job replied to the Lord:”

Here’s Job talking:

v. 2 “I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours
can be thwarted.

“I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be
thwarted.”

Now what do we learn in those two statements?
1. God’s STRENGTH—"I know that you can do all things;”
That 1s basically Paul saying:

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
(Philippians 4:13)

2. “no plan of yours can be thwarted.”—God’s
SOVEREIGNTY.

We are not going to change God’s plan.

So we have God’s STRENGTH and God’s SOVEREIGNTY.
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The word “thwarted” means to cut 1t off.

v. 3 [You asked,] ‘Who is this that obscures my counsel
without knowledge?’ Surely I spoke of things I did
not understand, things too wonderful for me to
know.

“[You asked,] ‘Who 1s this that obscures my counsel without
knowledge? Surely I spoke of things I did not understand,
things too wonderful for me to know.”

See that statement:

“Who 1s this that obscures my counsel without knowledge?”
That 1s Question #1 of 71 questions on the test. The very first
question that God asked of Job 1s the knock-out punch, and he
doesn’t hear hardly any of the rest of it because he’s still
focused back on Question #1. Basically it is He “obscures my

counsel without knowledge.”

If we don’t have all the facts, we don’t have a right to an

opinion. We're speaking “without knowledge.” And so Job
confesses TWO THINGS:

1. “I spoke of things I did not understand,”
Oh what a moment.
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)

“I'm not invincible. I'm not infallible. I don’t know everything.’
2.  “things too wonderful for me to know.”

Things about creation and God’s control are “things too
wonderful for me to know.”

We could say that Job 1s saying, “I spoke of things that are
totally awesome.”

Job 1s just saying it’s totally awesome. “It’s too wonderful for
me to even be able to speak about it.”

Psalm 131

My heart is not proud, O Lord,
my eyes are not haughty;
I do not concern myself with great matters
or things too wonderful for me.
But I have stilled and quieted my soul;
like a weaned child with 1ts mother,
like a weaned child is my soul within me.
O Israel, [we could change that to Job] put your hope in the
Lord
both now and forevermore.

These are two of those totally awesome things Job’s aware of
now as he’s beginning to become broken. To arrive at the place

the Lord wants him to arrive:
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1. God is always there and

2. He always cares.

(When All Hell Breaks Loose: You May Be Doing Something
Right. Surprising Insights From the Life of Job by Steven dJ.
Lawson)

There’s the neatest little story about a young husband whose
wife died of cancer and he was left alone with his little girl.
It’s a stormy night, that first night that they’re in the house.
And wouldn’t you know, they had a lonely supper together and
at that time there was a power failure and the house was
pitch black.

As bedtime came and he took his little daughter into her
room to tuck her in, in darkness and in the stillness and the
quietness and the emptiness of the place she says, “Daddy, aré
you there?”

“Yes, sweetheart, 'm here.”

“Daddy. I can’t see you.”

“Sweetheart, 'm here. I'm talking with you aren’t I?”

“Daddy, I've never been this scared before.”

“Sweetheart, I'm here. Trust me, everything’s going to be
okay.”

With that word of assurance, the little girl put her head
on the pillow and fell fast asleep.

The dad made the long, lonely walk down the hall to his
own bedroom. The storm continued to blow and howl against
the house. It was dark, he couldn’t even see his hand in front
of his face.
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Lightning suddenly flashed across the sky, lighting up the
bedroom momentarily. And then the darkness draped the
room again like black velvet.

Getting into bed, the widower stared up at the ceiling. His
heart felt like the room. Dark. Empty. Stormy.

He turned his broken heart toward Heaven. “Father, are
you there?”

He felt the assurance of God, “Yes, son. I'm here.”

“Father, I can’t see You.”

“My son, I'm here. I'm talking with you aren’t I?”

“Father, I've never been this scared before.”

“Son, I'm here. Trust Me. Everything’s going to be okay.”

With that assurance of heart, the dad put his head on the
pillow and fell fast asleep.

God 1s there for you, too.

p. 254 (paraphrased)

And Job senses that now.

v. 4 [“You said,] ‘Listen now, and I will speak; I will
question you, and you shall answer me.’

“[“You said,] ‘Listen now, and I will speak; I will question you,
and you shall answer me.”

v. 5 My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have
seen you.

“My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you.”
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Two things:
1. “My ears...heard” and
2. “now my eyes have seen.”

Sometimes we hang on people’s last words don’t we? The very
things that are most meaningful.

Here are the final words of Job—and they are the words that
open the blessing in Job’s life.

v. 6 Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and
ashes.”

“Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.”
“I despise myself’ and
“I...repent 1n dust and ashes.”

Glorious words were there!

The word “repent” has now come forth. That’s Isaiah 6:5,
when Isaiah saw the Lord:

Isaiah 6:5

“Woe 1s me! I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I
live among a people of unclean lips, mine eyes have seen the
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King, the Lord Almighty.”
It’s Paul in:

Romans 7:24

Oh wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the
body of this death?

Now in the final words, Job responds and God once again
speaks. Listen to this.

Epilogue

v. 7 After the Lord had said these things to Job, he said
to Eliphaz the Temanite, “I am angry with you and
your two friends, because you have not spoken of
me what is right, as my servant Job has.

“After the Lord had said these things to Job, he said to
Eliphaz the Temanite, “I am angry with you and your two
friends, because you have not spoken of me what 1s right, as
my servant Job has.”

Now why doesn’t he bring Bildad, Zophar and Elihu—the
other three guys on the griddle—along with the Eliphaz.
Eliphaz is the senior spokesman. He has said a great deal and
he’s spoken the theology of the Patriarchal Prosperity Gospel
like nobody else could have spoken it, and so he’s the one that
the Lord speaks to. Look what he says to him:
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“I am angry with you and your two friends, because you have
not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.”

What a tragedy for a teacher to stand in the presence of God
and be accused of misrepresenting God! And yet here’s
Eliphaz. He pictures a God who is stern and angry and mean
and harsh. Every time something happened, He’s leaning over
heaven with His finger pointed and saying, “Stop that!” As
though that’s the picture of our loving, compassionate God—
the God of our universe.

Now see that little phrase:

“my servant Job.”

When we see something once in the Bible we look at it. When
we see 1t twice we really pay attention to it. Three times we
put it in concrete. Four times He calls him “my servant Job.”
What a tribute! He joins Moses, Joshua, Paul and many of the
others who have found fulfillment in being servants. We'll
hear one day, “Well done thou good and faithful servant.
Enter into the joy I've prepared for you.” (ref. Matthew 25:21)

Fénelon put it this way:

(The Seeking Heart by Fénelon)

Remember that you are not called to be well-served, but to
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serve Him well. Learn to be gentle and patient with all that

disturbs you.
p. 70

Look at this next verse.

v. 8 So now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to
my servant Job and sacrifice a burnt offering for
yourselves. My servant Job will pray for you, and I
will accept his prayer and not deal with you
according to your folly. You have not spoken of me
what is right, as my servant Job has.”

“So now’—Eliphaz—*take seven bulls and seven rams and go
to my servant Job and sacrifice a burnt offering for yourselves:
My servant Job will pray for you, and I will accept his prayer
and not deal with you according to your folly. You have not
spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.”

“Now go to him and let him be the priest for you to offer the
sacrifices.”

Is this an okay deal for Job to do this?

Back in Job 1: 5 we read that Job 1s so meticulous about his
ten kids that any time they’d been feasting, the next morning
he would offer a sacrifice for each of the ten kids because he
was so concerned about their spiritual destiny.

And so yes, in patriarchal times like this it 1s alright for Job to
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act as a priest—and the Lord is asking him to do so.

Imagine the humiliating experience of the senior spokesman
who certainly thought a bolt out of heaven was going to zap
Job for his accusations and confrontations, to now be the man
who has spoken “folly.”?

v. 9 So Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and
Zophar the Naamathite did what the Lord told
them; and the Lord accepted Job’s prayer.

“So Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the
Naamathite did what the Lord told them; and the Lord
accepted Job’s prayer.”

v. 10 After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord
made him prosperous again and gave him twice as
much as he had before.

“After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord made him
prosperous again and gave him twice as much as he had
before.”

Isaiah 42:3

A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he
will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;

At the moment Job prayed for his friends, what happened?
Job had a lot of forgiving to do. These guys have accused him
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of everything under the sun to justify their theology that he
has sinned in order to suffer!

Job a lot of times hasn’t been too sweet either because he’s
called them a bunch of miserable comforters, and has lashed
out at them. Now he has to stuff all that and forgive them and
offer sacrifices for them. Don’t just think that he has a halo
around his head and he doesn’t feel like we do when we'’re
wronged. He has to deal with 1it.

And the best way to deal with it is what? The same way Jesus
did when they lifted His cross between heaven and earth and
dropped it into the ground:

Luke 23:34

“Father, forgive them for they don’t know what they are
doing”...

Job does that! And the moment he does, God then moves in
and makes him prosperous and gives “him twice as much as

he had before.”

Now, maybe we are sitting on the brink of blessing in our own
life by a willingness to let go of something God wants us to let
go of! And to forgive and to let go of it and forget it, and the
blessing hinges on our willingness to do that.

He has “twice as much as he had before.”
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That 1s LITERAL. It’s literal to the point of statistics. Look at
verse 11.

sometimes we get there too late and a dollar short. Finally
Job’s needs are met by his friends. This is the way we're
supposed to act when somebody’s hurting.

v. 11 All his brothers and sisters and everyone who had
known him before came and ate with him in his
house. They comforted and consoled him over all
the trouble the Lord had brought upon him, and
each one gave him a piece of silver and a gold ring.

“All his brothers and sisters and everyone who had known him
before came and ate with him in his house. They comforted
and consoled him over all the trouble the Lord had brought
upon him, and each one gave him a piece of silver and a gold
ring.”

Well here at the end of the book we have TWO KEY WORDS:
1. “comforted” and
2. “consoled.”

Nobody’s prayed for Job. Nobody’s prayed with Job through
this whole thing. They’ve only accused him. And now they
come and finally comfort and console.

All these things what?
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“the Lord had brought upon him,” because the Lord is
soverelgn and responsible for allowing Satan to be able to do
what took place. And he ultimately is responsible.

Now verse 12—watch this.

v. 12 The Lord blessed the latter part of Job’s life more
than the first. He had fourteen thousand sheep, six
thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen and a
thousand donkeys.

“blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the first. He
had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a

thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand donkeys.”

Now when we look at that, what a way to finish. The Lord
blessed the latter end “more than the first.”

v. 13 And he also had seven sons and three daughters.
“And he also had seven sons and three daughters.”

v. 14 The first daughter he named Jemimah, the second
Keziah and the third Keren-Happuch.

“The first daughter he named Jemimah, the second Keziah
and the third Keren-Happuch.”

When the scripture mentions names, we always want to study
44



those names.
The first name Jemimah means “turtle-dove.”
The second name Keziah means “cinnamon perfume.”

The third one, Keren-Happuch means “a horn of eye paint.”
It’s eye shadow.

Let’s take those three words:

1. What’s the dove a symbol of? It’s a symbol of peace.
2.  What’s perfume? It’s fragrance.

3. What 1s eye shadow, but beauty?

Those are the three things that God brings into our lives when
we go through a season of suffering.

First of all PEACE:

Isaiah 32:17

The work of righteousness shall be peace and the effect of it
quietness and assurance forever.

FRAGRANCE:

2 Corinthians 2:15
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We are a fragrance of Christ unto God the Father.

BEAUTY—the transformation that takes place through
suffering as we are made more and more like Him:

2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image
from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

Three precious names—three precious children.

Now twice as much as he had before.

Job 1:2, 3

...He had seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five
hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred donkeys...

Now we have two assumptions. He doubled all that. It took
twice as many servants to get the job done so he had double
the employees—we can make that assumption. But he only
received ten kids.

He has seven sons and three daughters and he started out

with ten kids. Well we have to make a second assumption. He

did not lose his first ten children. They are on the other side,

waiting for him to come home. We never lose our kids. They're
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just simply with the Lord.
David says:

2 Samuel 12:22, 23

“While the child was alive, I fasted and wept. I thought, ‘Who
knows? The Lord may be gracious to me and let the child live.
But now that he is dead, why should I fast? Can I bring him
back again? I will go to him, but he will not return to me.”

So Job has 20 kids. He has 10 on earth and 10 in heaven. So
yes, it 1s a legitimate double.

v. 15 Nowhere in all the land were there found women
as beautiful as Job’s daughters, and their father
granted them an inheritance along with their
brothers.

“Nowhere in all the land were there found women as beautiful
as Job’s daughters, and their father granted them an
inheritance along with their brothers.”

v. 16 After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; he
saw his children and their children to the fourth
generation.

“After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; he saw his
children and their children to the fourth generation.”
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v. 17 And so he died, old and full of years.

“And so he died, old and full of years.”

Now out of that passage there are twelve lessons. Let’s
meditate for a minute on what we’ve talked about.

Lesson #1: It 1s awfully easy for us to contend with the Lord
and correct Him by telling Him what it takes to please us.

Lesson #2: Job’s first response to the Lord 1s, “I am unworthy,
I have no answer, I will say no more.”

Lesson #3: It 1s a serious matter to hear from the Lord.

Lesson #4: We question God’s integrity when we discredit His
justice and condemn Him to justify ourselves.

Lesson #5: God’s challenge to Job 1s to take His place and be
god, and then God would observe how he operates.

Lesson #6: We see the awesome power of God displayed in His
creation in Job 41:8 when we read: “If you lay a hand on him,

you will remember the struggle and never do it again!”

Lesson #7: “Who then is able to stand against me? Who has a
claim against me that I must pay?”

Lesson #8: “Everything under heaven belongs to me.”
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Lesson #9: Job acknowledges God’s strength and sovereignty
when he says, “I know that you can do all things; no plan of
yours can be thwarted.”

Lesson #10: Job’s last words are that he “repents in dust and
ashes.”

Lesson #11: Four times God refers to Job with the title “My
Servant Job.”

Lesson #12: Finally his friends came to comfort and console
him.

Now let’s go back to the FIVE HOT WORDS and tie up
something here. Remember those five words? We need to see
repentance and restoration put together. Those words were:
1. “contends,”

2. “corrects,”

3. “accuses,”

4. “discredits,” and

5. “condemns.”

Now let’s take Job’s FIVE RESPONSES. Job said five things:

1. “I am unworthy,”
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2. “I have no answer,”

3. “I will say no more,”

4. “I despise myself,” and

5. “I repent in dust and ashes.”

Now next to those five words, put these words:
Offsetting “contends” is the word “I am unworthy.”

“You no longer contend. You've given up when you say I'm
unworthy.”

“Corrects” 1s offset by “I have no answer.

In other words, “I’m not going to correct you anymore.”
“Accuses” 1s offset by “I will say no more.”

“There’s going to be no more accusation from me.”
“Discredits” 1s offset by “I despise myself.”

“I'm not going to discredit you God.”

“Condemn” is offset by “I repent in dust and ashes.”
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“I'm no longer going to condemn you God. I will repent in dust
and ashes.”

Robert Foster concludes his commentary on Job with this:

Touch of the Master’s Hand

‘Twas battered, scarred and the auctioneer

Thought it scarcely worth his while

To waste his time on the old violin

But held it up with a smile.
“What am I bidden, good people,” he cried
“Who’ll start the bidding for me?
“A dollar, a dollar! Now two, only two;
Two dollars and who’ll make it three?”
“Going for three?” But no!

From the far back a gray-haired man

Came forward and picked up the bow

Then wiping the dust from the old violin

And tightening up the strings—

He played a melody pure and sweet,

As sweet as the angel sings.

The music ceased and the auctioneer

With a voice that was quiet and low

Said, “What am I bid for the old violin?”

And he held it up with the bow.
“A thousand dollars, and who’ll make 1t two?”
Two thousand and who’ll make 1t three?”
“Three thousand once, three thousand twice,
And going and gone,” said he.
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The people cheered, but some of them cried,
“What changed its worth? Swift came the reply,
“The touch of the Master’s Hand.”

And many a man with a life out of tune
And battered and torn with sin
Is auctioned cheap to a thoughtless crowd—
Much like the old violin.

A mess of pottage, a glass of wine

A game and he travels on

He 1s going once, and going twice

He 1s going and almost gone.
But the Master comes and the foolish crowd,
Never can quite understand
The worth of a soul, and the change that’s wrought
By the touch of the Master’s Hand.
(source unknown)

Father, we thank You that we've sensed the touch of Your
hand in the life of Job in this study. We see You marvelously
work in his life in bringing him to this moment of contrition
and brokenness. Thank You that at the point Job properly
responds, You bring blessing. Teach us Father how to be thosé
who walk before You in truth, with honesty, transparency and
integrity—to be the kind of men and women we should be.
May we praise You for Your goodness and Your glory. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of JOB

Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Twenty-Four — Job 40:1-42:17

NOTES
v. 1 The Lord said to Job:
v. 2 “Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him? Let
him who accuses God answer him!”
v. 3 Then Job answered the Lord:
v. 4 “I am unworthy—how can I reply to you? I put my hand over
my mouth.
v. 5 I spoke once, but I have no answer—twice, but I will say no
more.”
v. 6 Then the Lord spoke to Job out of the storm:
v. 7 “Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall
answer me.
v. 8 Would you discredit my justice? Would you condemn me to
justify yourself?
v. 9 Do you have an arm like God’s, and can your voice thunder
like his?
v. 10 Then adorn yourself with glory and splendor, and clothe
yourself in honor and majesty.
v. 11 Unleash the fury of your wrath, look at every proud man and
bring him low,
v. 12 look at every proud man and humble him, crush the wicked
where they stand.
v. 13 Bury them all in the dust together; shroud their faces in the
grave.
v. 14 Then I myself will admit to you that your own right hand can
save you.
v. 15 Look at the behemoth, which I made along with you and
which feeds on grass like an ox.

v. 16 What strength he has in his loins, what power in the muscles
of his belly!
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v. 17 His tail sways like a cedar; the sinews of his thighs are close-
knit.

v. 18 His bones are tubes of bronze, his limbs like rods of iron.

v. 19 He ranks first among the works of God, yet his Maker can
approach him with his sword.

v. 20 The hills bring him their produce, and all the wild animals
play nearby.

v. 21 Under the lotus plants he lies, hidden among the reeds in the
marsh.

v. 22 The lotuses conceal him in their shadow; the poplars by the
stream surround him.

v. 23 When the river rages, he is not alarmed; he 1s secure, though
the Jordan should surge against his mouth.

v. 24 Can anyone capture him by the eyes, or trap him and pierce
his nose?

41:v. 1 Can you pull in the leviathan with a fishhook or tie down
his tongue with a rope?

v. 2 Can you put a cord through his nose or pierce his jaw with a
hook?

v. 3 Will he keep begging you for mercy? Will he speak to you with
gentle words?

v. 4 Will he make an agreement with you for you to take him as
your slave for life?

v. 5 Can you make a pet of him like a bird or put him on a leash for
your girls?

v. 6 Will traders barter for him? Will they divide him up among
the merchants?

v. 7 Can you fill his hide with harpoons or his head with fishing
spears?

v. 8 If you lay a hand on him, you will remember the struggle and
never do it again!

v. 9 Any hope of subduing him is false; the mere sight of him is
overpowering.

v. 10 No one is fierce enough to rouse him. Who then is able to
stand against me?

v. 11 Who has a claim against me that I must pay? Everything
under heaven belongs to me.

v. 12 I will not fail to speak of his limbs, his strength and his
graceful form.

v. 13 Who can strip off his outer coat? Who would approach him
with a bridle?
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v. 14 Who dares open the doors of his mouth, ringed about with his
fearsome teeth?

v. 15 His back has rows of shields tightly sealed together;

v. 16 each 1s so close to the next that no air can pass between.

v. 17 They are joined fast to one another; they cling together and
cannot be parted.

v. 18 His snorting throws out flashes of light; his eyes are like the
rays of dawn.

v. 19 Firebrands stream from his mouth; sparks of fire shoot out.
v. 20 Smoke pours from his nostrils as from a boiling pot over a
fire of reeds.

v. 21 His breath sets coals ablaze, and flames dart from his mouth.
v. 22 Strength resides in his neck; dismay goes before him.

v. 23 The folds of his flesh are tightly joined; they are firm and
immovable.

v. 24 His chest 1s hard as rock, hard as a lower millstone.

v. 25 When he rises up, the mighty are terrified; they retreat
before his thrashing.

v. 26 The sword that reaches him has no effect, nor does the spear
or the dart or the javelin.

v. 27 Iron he treats like straw and bronze like rotten wood.

v. 28 Arrows do not make him flee; slingstones are like chaff to
him.

v. 29 A club seems to him but a piece of straw; he laughs at the
rattling of the lance.

v. 30 His undersides are jagged potsherds, leaving a trail in the
mud like a threshing sledge.

v. 31 He makes the depths churn like a boiling caldron and stirs
up the sea like a pot of ointment.

v. 32 Behind him he leaves a glistening wake; one would think the
deep had white hair.

v. 33 Nothing on earth is his equal—a creature without fear.

v. 34 He looks down on all that are haughty; he is king over all
that are proud.”

Job

42:v. 1 Then Job replied to the Lord:

v. 2 “I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be
thwarted.
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v. 3 [You asked,] ‘Who is this that obscures my counsel without
knowledge?” Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things
too wonderful for me to know.

v. 4 [“You said,] ‘Listen now, and I will speak; I will question you,
and you shall answer me.’

v. 5 My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you.
v. 6 Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.”

Epilogue

v. 7 After the Lord had said these things to Job, he said to Eliphaz
the Temanite, “I am angry with you and your two friends, because
you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.
v. 8 So now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant
Job and sacrifice a burnt offering for yourselves. My servant Job
will pray for you, and I will accept his prayer and not deal with
you according to your folly. You have not spoken of me what is
right, as my servant Job has.”

v. 9 So Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the
Naamathite did what the Lord told them; and the Lord accepted
Job’s prayer.

v. 10 After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord made him
prosperous again and gave him twice as much as he had before.
v. 11 All his brothers and sisters and everyone who had known
him before came and ate with him in his house. They comforted
and consoled him over all the trouble the Lord had brought upon
him, and each one gave him a piece of silver and a gold ring.

v. 12 The Lord blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the
first. He had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a
thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand donkeys.

v. 13 And he also had seven sons and three daughters.

v. 14 The first daughter he named Jemimah, the second Keziah
and the third Keren-Happuch.

v. 15 Nowhere 1in all the land were there found women as beautiful
as Job’s daughters, and their father granted them an inheritance
along with their brothers.

v. 16 After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; he saw his
children and their children to the fourth generation.

v. 17 And so he died, old and full of years.
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QUESTIONS
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5. What are the question and statement that the Lord makes

1in chapter 41:117

1. Read Job 40:1-42:17 and in your own words pull out the

main thought of this passage.
3. How does Job respond to the Lord in verses 4 & 5?

4. What two questions does the Lord ask of Job in verse 8?

2. What does the Lord say to Job in chapter 40:2?
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6. What does Job say to the Lord in chapter 42:2?
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S

8. What did the Lord do for Job after he prayed for his friend

according to verse 107
9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

7. What are Job’s final words 1n verse 6?
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: It is awfully easy for us to contend with the Lord
and correct Him by telling Him what it takes to please us:

LESSON #2: Job’s first response to the Lord 1s, “I am
unworthy, I have no answer, I will say no more.”

LESSON #3: It 1s a serious matter to hear from the Lord.

LESSON #4: We question God’s integrity when we discredit
His justice and condemn Him to justify ourselves.

LESSON #5: God’s challenge to Job 1s to take His place and bé
god, and then God would observe how he operates.

LESSON #6: We see the awesome power of God displayed in
His creation in Job 41:8 when we read: “If you lay a hand
on him, you will remember the struggle and never do it
again!”

LESSON #7: “Who then is able to stand against me? Who has
a claim against me that I must pay?”

LESSON #8: “Everything under heaven belongs to me.”
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LESSON #9: Job acknowledges God’s strength and
sovereignty when he says, “I know that you can do all
things; no plan of yours can be thwarted.”

LESSON #10: Job’s last words are that he “repents in dust
and ashes.”

LESSON #11: Four times God refers to Job with the title
“My Servant Job.”

LESSON #12: Finally his friends came to comfort and console
him.
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