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The Fruit of Inductive Studies

What You Need to Know About SOLOMON

“Unruly Desire and an Unguarded Heart”

PART |

STtuDY NUMBER ONE — 2 Sam. 12:24-25, 1 Chron. 22:2-19, and 28:1-21

2 Samuel 12:24.25

v. 24 Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and he went to her and lay
with her. She gave birth to a son, and they named him Solomon. The Lord
loved him;

v. 25 and because the Lord loved him, he sent word through Nathan the
prophet to name him Jedidiah.

1 Chronicles 22:2-19

v. 2 So David gave orders to assemble the aliens living in Israel, and from
among them he appointed stonecutters to prepare dressed stone for
building the house of God.

v. 3 He provided a large amount of iron to make nails for the doors of the
gateways and for the fittings, and more bronze than could be weighed.

V. 4 He also provided more cedar logs than could be counted, for the
Sidonians and Tyrians had brought large numbers of them to David.

v. 5 David said, “My son Solomon is young and inexperienced, and the
house to be built for the Lord should be of great magnificence and fame and
splendor in the sight of all the nations. Therefore | will make preparations for
it.” So David made extensive preparations before his death.

v. 6 Then he called for his son Solomon and charged him to build a house
for the Lord, the God of Israel.

v. 7 David said to Solomon: “My son, | had it in my heart to build a house
for the Name of the Lord my God.
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v. 8 But this word of the Lord came to me: “You have shed much blood and
have fought many wars. You are not to build a house for my Name,
because you have shed much blood on the earth in my sight.

v. 9 But you will have a son who will be a man of peace and rest, and | will
give him rest from all his enemies on every side. His name will be Solomon,
and | will grant Israel peace and quiet during his reign.

v. 10 He is the one who will build a house for my Name. He will be my son,
and | will be his father. And | will establish the throne of his kingdom over
Israel forever.’

v. 11 “Now, my son, the Lord be with you, and may you have success and
build the house of the Lord your God, as he said you would.

v. 12 May the Lord give you discretion and understanding when he puts you
in command over Israel, so that you may keep the law of the Lord your God.
v. 13 Then you will have success if you are careful to observe the decrees
and laws that the Lord gave Moses for Israel. Be strong and courageous.
Do not be afraid or discouraged.

v. 14 “| have taken great pains to provide for the temple of the Lord a
hundred thousand talents of gold, a million talents of silver, quantities of
bronze and iron too great to be weighed, and wood and stone. And you may
add to them.

v. 15 You have many workmen: stonecutters, masons and carpenters, as
well as men skilled in every kind of work

v. 16 in gold and silver, bronze and iron—craftsmen beyond number. Now
begin the work, and the Lord be with you.”

v. 17 Then David ordered all the leaders of Israel to help his son Solomon.
v. 18 He said to them, “Is not the Lord your God with you? And has he not
granted you rest on every side? For he has handed the inhabitants of the
land over to me, and the land is subject to the Lord and to his people.

v. 19 Now devote your heart and soul to seeking the Lord your God. Begin
to build the sanctuary of the Lord God, so that you may bring the ark of the
covenant of the Lord and the sacred articles belonging to God into the
temple that will be built for the Name of the Lord.”

1 Chronicles 28:1-21

v. 1 David summoned all the officials of Israel to assemble at Jerusalem: the
officers over the tribes, the commanders of the divisions in the service of the
king, the commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds, and the
officials in charge of all the property and livestock belonging to the king and
his sons, together with the palace officials, the mighty men and all the brave
warriors.

v. 2 King David rose to his feet and said: “Listen to me, my brothers and my
people. | had it in my heart to build a house as a place of rest for the ark of
the covenant of the Lord, for the footstool of our God, and | made plans to
build it.

v. 3 But God said to me, ‘You are not to build a house for my Name,
because you are a warrior and have shed blood.’

V. 4 “Yet the Lord, the God of Israel, chose me from my whole family to be
king over Israel forever. He chose Judah as leader, and from the house of
Judah he chose my family, and from my father’s sons he was pleased to
make me king over all Israel.
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v. 5 all my sons—and the Lord has given me many—he has chosen my
son Solomon to sit on the throne of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel.
V. 6 He said to me: ‘Solomon your son is the one who will build my house
and my courts, for | have chosen him to be my son, and | will be his father.
v. 7 1 will establish his kingdom forever if he is unswerving in carrying out
my commands and laws, as is being done at this time.’

v. 8 “So now | charge you in the sight of all Israel and of the assembly of
the Lord, and in the hearing of our God: Be careful to follow all the
commands of the Lord your God, that you may possess this good land and
pass it on as an inheritance to your descendants forever.

v. 9 “And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father, and
serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the Lord
searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts. If
you seek him, he will be found by you; but if you forsake him, he will reject
you forever.

v. 10 Consider now, for the Lord has chosen you to build a temple as a
sanctuary. Be strong and do the work.”

v. 11 Then David gave his son Solomon the plans for the portico of the
temple, its buildings, its storerooms, its upper parts, its inner rooms and the
place of atonement.

v. 12 He gave him the plans of all that the Spirit had put in his mind for the
courts of the temple of the Lord and all the surrounding rooms, for the
treasuries of the temple of God and for the treasuries for the dedicated
things.

v. 13 He gave him instructions for the divisions of the priests and Levites,
and for all the work of serving in the temple of the Lord, as well as for all the
articles to be used in its service.

v. 14 He designated the weight of gold for all the gold articles to be used in
various kinds of service, and the weight of silver for all the silver articles to
be used in various kinds of service:

v. 15 the weight of gold for the gold lampstands and their lamps, with the
weight for each lampstand and its lamps; and the weight of silver for each
silver lampstand and its lamps, according to the use of each lampstand;

v. 16 the weight of gold for each table for consecrated bread; the weight of
silver for the silver tables;

v. 17 the weight of pure gold for the forks, sprinkling bowls and pitchers; the
weight of gold for each gold dish; the weight of silver for each silver dish;
v. 18 and the weight of the refined gold for the altar of incense. He also
gave him the plan for the chariot, that is, the cherubim of gold that spread
their wings and shelter the ark of the covenant of the Lord.

v. 19 “All this,” David said, “I have in writing from the hand of the Lord upon
me, and he gave me understanding in all the details of the plan.”

v. 20 David also said to Solomon his son, “Be strong and courageous, and
do the work. Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord God, my God, is
with you. He will not fail you or forsake you until all the work for the service
of the temple of the Lord is finished.

v. 21 The divisions of the priests and Levites are ready for all the work on
the temple of God, and every willing man skilled in any craft will help you in
all the work. The officials and all the people will obey your every command.”
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QUESTIONS:

1. Read 2 Samuel 12:24-25, 1 Chronicles 22:2-19, and 28:1-21 and in your own words pull
out the main thought of this passage.

2. What project is David preparing for before he dies?

3. Why is David concerned about Solomon, according to 1 Chronicles 22:5?

4. Why was David not allowed to build the House of the Lord, according to 1 Chronicles 22:87?

5. What are David’s wishes for his son, Solomon, according to 1 Chronicles 22: 11-127?

6. What are the conditions and the commands given by David to Solomon in 1 Chronicles
22:137?

7. What charge does David give to the officials of his kingdom in 1 Chronicles 28:8?

8. What charge does David give to his son, Solomon, in 1 Chronicles 28:97?

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?
LESSON #1: We see a marvelous manifestation of God’s grace in the birth of Solomon.

LESSON #2: David is much involved in taking care of business right up to the hour of his
death.

LESSON #3: Itis our responsibility, along with David, to make extensive preparations before
our death.

LESSON #4: What do you have in your heart that you would like to do for the Lord?

LESSON #5: David’s prayer for Solomon is that “the Lord will give him discretion and
understanding.”

LESSON #6: David tells his son Solomon to “Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid or
discouraged.”

LESSON #7: The Lord has chosen you for some purpose. Have you discovered that, and are
you cooperating with that purpose at this time?

LESSON #8: David challenges Solomon to “Serve the Lord with wholehearted devotion and a
willing mind.”

LESSON #9: “The Lord searches every heart and understands every motive behind the
thoughts.”

LESSON #10: “If you seek the Lord, He will be found by you.”
LESSON #11: “Be strong and courageous and do the work. Do not be afraid or discouraged;

for the Lord God, my God is with you, He will not fail you or forsake you.”

ADDITIONAL NOTES:




STubY NUMBER TwWO — 1 KINGS 1:1-53

1 Kings 1:1-53

v. 1 When King David was old and well advanced in years, he could not
keep warm even when they put covers over him.

V. 2 So his servants said to him, “Let us look for a young virgin to attend the
king and take care of him. She can lie beside him so that our lord the king
may keep warm.”

v. 3 Then they searched throughout Israel for a beautiful girl and found
Abishag, a Shunammite, and brought her to the king.

v. 4 The girl was very beautiful; she took care of the king and waited on
him, but the king had no intimate relations with her.

v. 5 Now Adonijah, whose mother was Haggith, put himself forward and
said, “I will be king.” So he got chariots and horses ready, with fifty men to
run ahead of him.

v. 6 (His father had never interfered with him by asking, “Why do you
behave as you do?” He was also very handsome and was born next after
Absalom.)

V. 7 Adonijah conferred with Joab son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the
priest, and they gave him their support.

v. 8 But Zadok the priest, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet,
Shimei and Rei and David’s special guard did not join Adonijah.

v. 9 Adonijah then sacrificed sheep, cattle and fattened calves at the Stone
of Zoheleth near En Rogel. He invited all his brothers, the king’s sons, and
all the men of Judah who were royal officials,

v. 10 but he did not invite Nathan the prophet or Benaiah or the special
guard or his brother Solomon.

v. 11 Then Nathan asked Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother, “Have you not
heard that Adonijah, the son of Haggith, has become king without our lord
David’s knowing it?

v. 12 Now then, let me advise you how you can save your own life and the
life of your son Solomon.

v. 13 Go in to King David and say to him, ‘My lord the king, did you not
swear to me your servant: “Surely Solomon your son shall be king after me,
and he will sit on my throne”? Why then has Adonijah become king?’

v. 14 While you are still there talking to the king, | will come in and confirm
what you have said.”

v. 15 So Bathsheba went to see the aged king in his room, where Abishag
the Shunammite was attending him.

v. 16 Bathsheba bowed low and knelt before the king. “What is it you want?”
the king asked.

v. 17 She said to him, “My lord, you yourself swore to me your servant by
the Lord your God: ‘Solomon your son shall be king after me, and he will sit
on my throne.’

v. 18 But now Adonijah has become king, and you, my lord the king, do not
know about it.

v. 19 He has sacrificed great numbers of cattle, fattened calves, and sheep,
and has invited all the king’s sons, Abiathar the priest and Joab the
commander of the army, but he has not invited Solomon your servant.

v. 20 My lord the king, the eyes of all Israel are on you, to learn from you
who will sit on the throne of my lord the king after him.
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v. 20 My lord the king, the eyes of all Israel are on you, to learn from you
who will sit on the throne of my lord the king after him.

v. 21 Otherwise, as soon as my lord the king is laid to rest with his fathers, |
and my son Solomon will be treated as criminals.”

v. 22 While she was still speaking with the king, Nathan the prophet arrived.
v. 23 And they told the king, “Nathan the prophet is here.” So he went
before the king and bowed with his face to the ground.

v. 24 Nathan said, “Have you, my lord the king, declared that Adonijah shall
be king after you, and that he will sit on your throne?

v. 25 Today he has gone down and sacrificed great numbers of cattle,
fattened calves, and sheep. He has invited all the king’s sons, the
commanders of the army and Abiathar the priest. Right now they are eating
and drinking with him and saying, ‘Long live King Adonijah!’

V. 26 But me your servant, and Zadok the priest, and Benaiah son of
Jehoiada, and your servant Solomon he did not invite.

v. 27 Is this something my lord the king has done without letting his servants
know who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?”

v. 28 Then King David said, “Call in Bathsheba.” So she came into the
king’s presence and stood before him.

v. 29 The king then took an oath: “As surely as the Lord lives, who has
delivered me out of every trouble,

v. 30 | will surely carry out today what | swore to you by the Lord, the God of
Israel: Solomon your son shall be king after me, and he will sit on my throne
in my place.”

v. 31 Then Bathsheba bowed low with her face to the ground and, kneeling
before the king, said, “May my lord King David live forever!”

v. 32 King David said, “Call in Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet and
Benaiah son of Jehoiada.” When they came before the king,

v. 33 he said to them: “Take your lord’s servants with you and set Solomon
my son on my own mule and take him down to Gihon.

v. 34 There have Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him king
over Israel. Blow the trumpet and shout, ‘Long live King Solomon!

v. 35 Then you are to go up with him, and he is to come and sit on my
throne and reign in my place. | have appointed him ruler over Israel and
Judah.”

v. 36 Benaiah son of Jehoiada answered the king, “Amen! May the Lord, the
God of my lord the king, so declare it.

v. 37 As the Lord was with my lord the king, so may he be with Solomon to
make his throne even greater than the throne of my lord King David!”

v. 38 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah son of Jehoiada,
the Kerethites and the Pelethites went down and put Solomon on King
David’s mule and escorted him to Gihon.

v. 39 Zadok the priest took the horn of oil from the sacred tent and anointed
Solomon. Then they sounded the trumpet and all the people shouted, “Long
live King Solomon!”

V. 40 And all the people went up after him, playing flutes and rejoicing
greatly, so that the ground shook with the sound.

v. 41 Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as they were
finishing their feast. On hearing the sound of the trumpet, Joab asked,
“What'’s the meaning of all the noise in the city?”

NOTES



NOTES
v. 42 Even as he was speaking, Jonathan son of Abiathar the priest arrived.
Adonijah said, “Come in. A worthy man like you must be bringing good
news.”
v. 43 “Not at all'” Jonathan answered. “ Our lord King David has made
Solomon king.
V. 44 The king has sent with him Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet,
Benaiah son of Jehoiada, the Kerethites and the Pelethites, and they have
put him on the king’s mule,
v. 45 and Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king
at Gihon. From there they have gone up cheering, and the city resounds
with it. That’s the noise you hear.
V. 46 Moreover, Solomon has taken his seat on the royal throne.
V. 47 Also, the royal officials have come to congratulate our lord King David,
saying, ‘May your God make Solomon’s name more famous than yours and
his throne greater than yours!” And the king bowed in worship on his bed
v. 48 and said, ‘Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, who has allowed
my eyes to see a successor on my throne today.™
V. 49 At this, all Adonijah’s guests rose in alarm and dispersed.
v. 50 But Adonijah, in fear of Solomon, went and took hold of the horns of
the altar.
v. 51 Then Solomon was told, “Adonijah is afraid of King Solomon and is
clinging to the horns of the altar. He says, ‘Let King Solomon swear to me
today that he will not put his servant to death with the sword.™
v. 52 Solomon replied, “If he shows himself to be a worthy man, not a hair of
his head will fall to the ground; but if evil is found in him, he will die.”
v. 53 Then King Solomon sent men, and they brought him down from the
altar. And Adonijah came and bowed down to King Solomon, and Solomon
said, “Go to your home.”

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Kings 1:1-53 and in your own words pull out the main thought of this passage.

2. Who is it that tries to get the kingdom from David in the early verses of this chapter and
how does he go about it?

3. Outline the drama that takes place in protecting Solomon’s future kingship.
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4. How does David respond to this uprising according to verses 28-30?

5. What is Benaiah’s response to David’s decision about the kingship of Solomon, according
to verses 36-377

6. Describe in your own words the anointing of King Solomon in verses 39-40.

7. Describe the response of Adonijah and his guests upon receiving the news about Solomon
in verses 41-49.

8. How did Adonijah respond to the news that Solomon was king, according to verses 50-53?

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

L ESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?
LESSON #1: None of us are exempt from going through the humiliating process of aging.

LESSON #2: When the will of a child is not broken by parental discipline, there are going to be
problems.
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LESSON #3: Failure to be involved in the lives of our children will bear the bitter fruit of
rebellion.

LESSON #4: God’s sovereign purposes will never be thwarted by the decisions of men.
LESSON #5: The Lord’s purpose prevails when Solomon becomes king.

LESSON #6: David is a man of his word. A promise made is a promise kept.

LESSON #7: When things are not right, selective choices and subversive actions are involved.
LESSON #8: When God’s will is acted upon, there will be great celebration.

LESSON #9: King David is bowing in worship on his bed, saying “Praise be to the Lord of
Israel who has allowed my eyes to see a successor on my throne today.”

LESSON #10: Think of all of those who are going to be shocked when Jesus Christ assumes
the reigns of His eternal Kingdom, and Satan and his forces are thoroughly destroyed.

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

STubDY NUMBER THREE — 1 KINGS 2:1-12 NOTES

1 Kings 2: 1-12

v. 1 When the time drew near for David to die, he gave a charge to
Solomon his son.

v. 2 “l am about to go the way of all the earth,” he said. “So be strong, show
yourself a man,

v. 3 and observe what the Lord your God requires: Walk in his ways, and
keep his decrees and commands, his laws and requirements, as written in
the Law of Moses, so that you may prosper in all you do and wherever you
go,

V. 4 and that the Lord may keep his promise to me: ‘If your descendants
watch how they live, and if they walk faithfully before me with all their heart
and soul, you will never fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.’

v. 5 “Now you yourself know what Joab son of Zeruiah did to me—what he
did to the two commanders of Israel’s armies, Abner son of Ner and Amasa
son of Jether. He killed them, shedding their blood in peacetime as if in
battle, and with that blood stained the belt around his waist and the sandals
on his feet.
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NOTES
v. 6 Deal with him according to your wisdom, but do not let his gray head
go down to the grave in peace.
V. 7 “But show kindness to the sons of Barzillai of Gilead and let them be
among those who eat at your table. They stood by me when | fled from your
brother Absalom.
v. 8 “And remember, you have with you Shimei son of Gera, the Benjamite
from Bahurim, who called down bitter curses on me the day | went to
Mahanaim. When he came down to meet me at the Jordan, | swore to him
by the Lord: ‘I will not put you to death by the sword.’
v. 9 But now, do not consider him innocent. You are a man of wisdom; you
will know what to do to him. Bring his gray head down to the grave in blood.”
v. 10 Then David rested with his fathers and was buried in the City of David.
v. 11 He had reigned forty years over Israel—seven years in Hebron and
thirty-three in Jerusalem.
v. 12 So Solomon sat on the throne of his father David, and his rule was
firmly established.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Kings 2:1-12 and in your own words pull out the main thought of this passage.

2. What does David ask Solomon to do in verses 2 & 3?

3. What does David have to say about Joab to his son, Solomon in verses 5 & 6?

4. What does David have to say about the sons of Barzillai, according to verse 77?

5. What does David have to say about Shimei, according to verse 8-9?
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6. How does David characterize his son, Solomon, in verse 9?

7. What thoughts come to your mind when you read the phrase, “David rested with his
fathers” in verse 107?

8. Summarize David and Solomon’s kingdom'’s to this point, according to verses 11-12.

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

L ESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?
LESSON #1: David is concerned about the future at the time of his own physical demise.
LESSON #2: David is concerned about Solomon’s kingdom at the time of his death.

”

LESSON #3: David’'s charge to Solomon is to “be strong,
what the Lord your God requires.”

show yourself a man,” and “do

LESSON #4: God is in the business of blessing the obedient heart.
LESSON #5: “Watch how you live, and walk faithfully before me.”
LESSON #6: Relationships seem to dominate at the time of one’s death.

LESSON #7: We learn from these three examples in the text the inviolable law of “whatsoever
a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”
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LESSON #8: David’s primary concern about this unfinished business is that it could affect the
blessing of God on Solomon’s kingdom.

LESSON #9: David finished strong. He finished his lap, passed the torch, and went to bed for
the last time.

LESSON #10: “Your eyes will see the king and his beauty” (Isaiah 33:17).

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

Study Number Four — 1 Kings 2:13-46 Notes

1 Kings 2:13-46

v. 13 Now Adonijah, the son of Haggith, went to Bathsheba, Solomon’s
mother. Bathsheba asked him, “Do you come peacefully?” He answered,
“Yes, peacefully.”

v. 14 Then he added, “I have something to say to you.
she replied.

v. 15 “As you know,” he said, “the kingdom was mine. All Israel looked to
me as their king. But things changed, and the kingdom has gone to my
brother; for it has come to him from the Lord.

v. 16 Now | have one request to make of you. Do not refuse me.
make it,” she said.

v. 17 So he continued, “Please ask King Solomon—nhe will not refuse you—
to give me Abishag the Shunammite as my wife.”

v. 18 “Very well,” Bathsheba replied, “I will speak to the king for you.”

v. 19 When Bathsheba went to King Solomon to speak to him for Adonijah,
the king stood up to meet her, bowed down to her and sat down on his
throne. He had a throne brought for the king’s mother, and she sat down at
his right hand.

v. 20 “I have one small request to make of you,” she said. “ Do not refuse
me.” The king replied, “Make it, my mother; | will not refuse you.”

v. 21 So she said, “Let Abishag the Shunammite be given in marriage to
your brother Adonijah.”

v. 22 King Solomon answered his mother, “Why do you request Abishag the
Shunammite for Adonijah? You might as well request the kingdom for him—
after all, he is my older brother—yes, for him and for Abiathar the priest and
Joab son of Zeruiah!”

v. 23 Then King Solomon swore by the Lord: “May God deal with me, be it
ever so severely, if Adonijah does not pay with his life for this request!

LT

You may say it,”

” W

You may
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V. 24 And now, as surely as the Lord lives—he who has established me
securely on the throne of my father David and has founded a dynasty for me
as he promised—Adonijah shall be put to death today!”

v. 25 So King Solomon gave orders to Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and he
struck down Adonijah and he died.

v. 26 To Abiathar the priest the king said, “Go back to your fields in
Anathoth. You deserve to die, but | will not put you to death now, because
you carried the ark of the Sovereign Lord before my father David and
shared all my father’s hardships.”

v. 27 So Solomon removed Abiathar from the priesthood of the Lord,
fulfilling the word the Lord had spoken at Shiloh about the house of Eli.

v. 28 When the news reached Joab, who had conspired with Adonijah
though not with Absalom, he fled to the tent of the Lord and took hold of the
horns of the altar.

v. 29 King Solomon was told that Joab had fled to the tent of the Lord and
was beside the altar. Then Solomon ordered Benaiah son of Jehoiada, “Go,
strike him down!”

v. 30 So Benaiah entered the tent of the Lord and said to Joab, “The king
says, ‘Come out! But he answered, “No, | will die here.” Benaiah reported
to the king, “This is how Joab answered me.”

v. 31 Then the king commanded Benaiah, “Do as he says. Strike him down
and bury him, and so clear me and my father’s house of the guilt of the
innocent blood that Joab shed.

v. 32 The Lord will repay him for the blood he shed, because without the
knowledge of my father David he attacked two men and killed them with the
sword. Both of them—Abner son of Ner, commander of Israel’s army, and
Amasa son of Jether, commander of Judah’s army—were better men and
more upright than he.

v. 33 May the guilt of their blood rest on the head of Joab and his
descendants forever. But on David and his descendants, his house and his
throne, may there be the Lord’s peace forever.”

V. 34 So Benaiah son of Jehoiada went up and struck down Joab and killed
him, and he was buried on his own land in the desert.

v. 35 The king put Benaiah son of Jehoiada over the army in Joab’s position
and replaced Abiathar with Zadok the priest.

v. 36 Then the king sent for Shimei and said to him, “Build yourself a house
in Jerusalem and live there, but do not go anywhere else.

v. 37 The day you leave and cross the Kidron Valley, you can be sure you
will die; your blood will be on your own head.”

v. 38 Shimei answered the king, “What you say is good. Your servant will do
as my lord the king has said.” And Shimei stayed in Jerusalem for a long
time.

v. 39 But three years later, two of Shimei’s slaves ran off to Achish son of
Maacah, king of Gath, and Shimei was told, “Your slaves are in Gath.”

V. 40 At this, he saddled his donkey and went to Achish at Gath in search of
his slaves. So Shimei went away and brought the slaves back from Gath.
V. 41 When Solomon was told that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to
Gath and had returned,

V. 42 the king summoned Shimei and said to him, “Did | not make you
swear by the Lord and warn you, ‘On the day you leave to go anywhere
else, you can be sure you will die’? At that time you said to me, ‘What you
say is good. | will obey.’

NOTES
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NOTES
v. 43 Why then did you not keep your oath to the Lord and obey the
command | gave you?”
V. 44 The king also said to Shimei, “You know in your heart all the wrong
you did to my father David. Now the Lord will repay you for your
wrongdoing.
v. 45 But King Solomon will be blessed, and David’s throne will remain
secure before the Lord forever.”
V. 46 Then the king gave the order to Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and he went
out and struck Shimei down and killed him. The kingdom was now firmly
established in Solomon’s hands.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Kings 2:13-46 and in your own words pull out the main thought of this passage.

2. What request does Adonijah make of Bathsheba and King Solomon in verses 13-187?

3. What provision did King Solomon make for his mother, according to verse 19?

4. How does King Solomon respond to Bathsheba’s request, according to verse 22?

5. What are your feelings about Solomon’s decision in verses 23-24?

6. Why is Abeathar the priest spared death, according to verse 26?
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7. What is the significance of Abeathar being removed from the priesthood, according to
verse 277?

8. What is the result of all of this purging, according to verse 46?

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?
LESSON #1: Bathsheba is deceived by Adonijah’s request.

LESSON #2: Pride distorts the picture of our own personal prominence.
LESSON #3: God’s sovereign choice will not be thwarted.

LESSON #4: Solomon has the wisdom to see beyond the small request to the serious
ramifications involved.

LESSON #5: Adonijah demonstrates by his request that he is a rebel at heart.

LESSON #6: God is faithful to fulfill His Word in the decision to remove Abiathar from the
priesthood.

LESSON #7: Joab illustrates the principle that “the wages of sin is death.”

LESSON #8: Shimei is extended grace once more in being allowed to build himself a house in
Jerusalem and to continue to live.

LESSON #9: Shimei proved that he, too, is a rebel at heart, by the fact that he disregards the
restraints and acts in disobedience.
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LESSON #10: There is a lot of stuff that must be dealt with in our lives before the Father's
Kingdom is secure in our hearts.

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

STubY NUMBER FIVE — 2 Chronicles 1:1-12 Notes

2 Chronicles 1:1-12

v. 1 Solomon son of David established himself firmly over his kingdom, for
the Lord his God was with him and made him exceedingly great.

v. 2 Then Solomon spoke to all Israel—to the commanders of thousands
and commanders of hundreds, to the judges and to all the leaders in Israel,
the heads of families—

v. 3 and Solomon and the whole assembly went to the high place at
Gibeon, for God’s Tent of Meeting was there, which Moses the Lord’s
servant had made in the desert.

v. 4 Now David had brought up the ark of God from Kiriath Jearim to the
place he had prepared for it, because he had pitched a tent for it in
Jerusalem.

v. 5 But the bronze altar that Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, had made
was in Gibeon in front of the tabernacle of the Lord; so Solomon and the
assembly inquired of him there.

v. 6 Solomon went up to the bronze altar before the Lord in the Tent of
Meeting and offered a thousand burnt offerings on it.

V. 7 That night God appeared to Solomon and said to him, “Ask for
whatever you want me to give you.”

v. 8 Solomon answered God, “You have shown great kindness to David my
father and have made me king in his place.

v. 9 Now, Lord God, let your promise to my father David be confirmed, for
you have made me king over a people who are as numerous as the dust of
the earth.

v. 10 Give me wisdom and knowledge, that | may lead this people, for who
is able to govern this great people of yours?”

v. 11 God said to Solomon, “Since this is your heart’s desire and you have
not asked for wealth, riches or honor, nor for the death of your enemies,
and since you have not asked for a long life but for wisdom and knowledge
to govern my people over whom | have made you king,

v. 12 therefore wisdom and knowledge will be given you. And | will also give
you wealth, riches and honor, such as no king who was before you ever had
and none after you will have.”
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QUESTIONS:

1. Read 2 Chronicles 1:1-12 and in your own words pull out the main thought of this passage.

2. What three things are said about Solomon and his kingdom in verse 1?

3. Why did Solomon go to Gibeon, according to verse 5?

4. What did God say to Solomon, according to verse 7?

5. How does Solomon respond to this opportunity in verses 8-10?

6. What are some of the things Solomon could have asked for, according to verse 11?

7. What does the Lord do for Solomon, according to verse 127?

8. Read Ephesians 3:20 and relate that verse to verse 12.

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?
LESSON #1: Matthew Henry said: “God’s presence will be our strength.”

LESSON #2: The Lord’s Presence, Power, and Provision established Solomon over his
kingdom.

LESSON #3: Solomon, at the beginning of his kingdom, leads the whole nation in worship.
LESSON #4: “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and

seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will | hear from heaven and will
forgive their sin and will heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14).

LESSON #5: Instead of the Inaugural Ball, they went to worship.
LESSON #6: Because Solomon worshipped, God responded by appearing to him in a dream.

LESSON #7: How would you respond to the Lord if He spoke to you in this way: “Ask for
whatever you want me to give you.”

LESSON #8: Your response will tell a lot about your values, affections, and priorities.
LESSON #9: It delights the heart of God when we request of Him wisdom and knowledge.
LESSON #10: What is your heart’s desire?

LESSON #11: The Lord delights to do exceeding abundant above all we ask or think.

LESSON #12: “Itis a characteristic of wisdom not to do desperate things” (Henry David
Thoreau).

ADDITIONAL NOTES:
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STubY NUMBER SIX — PROVERBS 2:1-15 NOTES

Proverbs 2:1-15

<

My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you,
turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding,
and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding,
and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden

sure,
then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of
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For the Lord gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge and
nderstanding.

He holds victory in store for the upright, he is a shield to those whose
Ik is blameless,
8 for he guards the course of the just and protects the way of his faithful
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ones.
v. 9 Then you will understand what is right and just and fair—every good

path

v. 10 For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to

your soul.

v. 11 Discretion will protect you, and understanding will guard you.

v. 12 Wisdom will save you from the ways of wicked men, from men whose

words are perverse,

v. 13 who leave the straight paths to walk in dark ways,

v. 14 who delight in doing wrong and rejoice in the perverseness of evil,

v. 15 whose paths are crooked and who are devious in their ways.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Proverbs 2:1-15 and in your own words pull out the main thought of this passage.

2. Outline the three “if’ clauses in verses 1-4.

3. What two things will result from pursing wisdom, according to verse 5?

4. What does the Lord do for us, according to verse 6?
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5. What does the Lord do for his faithful ones, according to verse 8?

6. Describe the good path, according to verse 9.

7. What will wisdom do for us, according to verse 127?

8. Describe the wicked men in verses 12-15.

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

L ESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?

LESSON #1: Itis in the written Word, the Bible, and the Living Word, Christ, that we find the
wisdom of God.

LESSON #2: If we would have His wisdom, “we must accept His words and store up His
commands within us.”

LESSON #3: Choice is involved in accepting, turning, and applying.
LESSON #4: Desire, humility, and decision are all involved in the acquisition of wisdom.

LESSON #5: We must “call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding.”



22

LESSON #6: If we would gain wisdom, we must “look for it as for silver and search for it as for
hidden treasure.”

LESSON #7: Itis “the Lord [who] gives wisdom, and from His mouth comes knowledge and
understanding.”

LESSON #8: When we have wisdom “we will understand what is right and just and fair.”
LESSON #9: “Wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul.”

LESSON #10: The fake, the superficial, and the shallow will depart with the coming of God’s
wisdom.

LESSON #11: Wisdom protects us from the “wicked . . . whose words are perverse, who
leave the straight paths to walk in dark ways, who delight in doing wrong and rejoice in
the perverseness of evil, and whose paths are crooked and who are devious in their
ways.”

LESSON #12: The walk of the wicked is “crooked” and their ways are “devious.”

ADDITIONAL NOTES:
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PART Il

STtubY NUMBER SEVEN — SONG OF SOLOMON 3:1-11

Song of Solomon 3:1-11

v. 1 How | miss the one | love so deeply. | could not wait to see him.

v. 2 | thought to myself, “| must get up and find him. | will get up now and
look around the streets and squares of the city for him. Surely I'll be able to
find this one | love so much.” But | could not find him.

v. 3 When the night watchmen of the city found me, | immediately asked
them if they had seen this one | loved so deeply.

V. 4 But they had not. Yet no sooner did | pass from them than | found my
beloved. | held on and on and would not let him go until | could bring him to
my home. | still held on until my fearful anxieties left me and | felt peaceful
once again. How hard it is to be patient!

V. 5 You women of the court, we must promise ourselves, by the gazelles
and deer of the field, not to awaken love until love is pleased to awaken
itself.

v. 6 What can this be coming from the outskirts of the city like columns of
smoke, perfumed clouds of myrrh and frankincense, clouds of the scented
powders of the merchant?

v. 7 Look! It is the royal procession with Solomon carried upon his lavish
couch by his strongest servants. And take a look at all those soldiers
around it! That is the imperial guard, the sixty mightiest warriors in the entire
kingdom.

v. 8 Each one is an expert with his weapon and valiant in battle. Yet now
each one has a sword at his side only for the protection of the King and his
bride.

V. 9 Look at the luxurious couch Solomon is carried on. He has had it made

especially for this day. He made its frame from the best timber of Lebanon.

NOTES



NOTES
v.10 Its posts are made of silver, its back of gold, and its seat of royal purple
cloth. And do you see its delicate craftsmanship! It reflects the skill of the
women of the court who gave their best work out of love for the king and his
bride.
v.11 Let us all go out and look upon King Solomon wearing his elegant
wedding crown. Let us go out and see him on the most joyful day of his
life.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Song of Solomon 3:1-11 and in your own words pull out the main thought of this
passage.

2. What is Shulamith’s problem in verses 1 & 2?

3. Describe how Shulamith responds to Solomon in verse 4.

4. What promise needs to be made, according to verse 5?

5. Describe what is happening in verses 6 & 7.

6. What is the purpose of having the imperial guard with Solomon on this occasion, according
to verse 8?
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7. What has Solomon done, according to verse 9, for this special wedding day?

8. What two things are said about King Solomon in verse 11?

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

L ESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?

LESSON #1: Painful partings and the deep desire to be together is an indication of the growth
of love in a relationship.

LESSON #2: Solomon is sensitive to the needs of his bride. He builds her self-image and
sense of security. He makes her feel valuable and loved and important.

LESSON #3: Patience and purity are the two major ingredients of a growing relationship.

LESSON #4: We must promise ourselves “not to awaken love until love is pleased to awaken
itself.”

LESSON #5: A good marriage involves the grand, the grind, the groan, and the growth.

LESSON #6: A good marriage partner must be a soldier, a student, a statesman, and a
servant.

LESSON #7: Solomon offered his bride the best he had and his love for her brought out the
best in him.

LESSON #8: A common commitment must be made on the part of each partner to catch the
foxes of sloth, sex, silver, selfishness, and Satan in order for a marriage to accomplish its
goals.
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LESSON #9: Marital love is painful, possessive, persevering, and priceless.
LESSON #10: God’s desire for each marriage is that it might be the most joyful day of your

life.

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

STuDY NUMBER EIGHT — 1 KINGS 4:20-34 NOTES

1 Kings 4:20-34

v.20 The people of Judah and Israel were as numerous as the sand on the
seashore; they ate, they drank and they were happy.

v.21 And Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the River to the land of
the Philistines, as far as the border of Egypt. These countries brought
tribute and were Solomon’s subjects all his life.

v.22 Solomon’s daily provisions were thirty cors of fine flour and sixty cors of
meal,

v.23 ten head of stall-fed cattle, twenty of pasture-fed cattle and a hundred
sheep and goats, as well as deer, gazelles, roebucks and choice fowl.

v.24 For he ruled over all the kingdoms west of the River, from Tiphsah to
Gaza, and had peace on all sides.

v.25 During Solomon’s lifetime Judah and Israel, from Dan to Beersheba,
lived in safety, each man under his own vine and fig tree.

v.26 Solomon had four thousand stalls for chariot horses, and twelve
thousand horses.

v.27 The district officers, each in his month, supplied provisions for King
Solomon and all who came to the king’s table. They saw to it that nothing
was lacking.

v.28 They also brought to the proper place their quotas of barley and straw
for the chariot horses and the other horses.

v.29 God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a breadth of
understanding as measureless as the sand on the seashore.

v.30 Solomon’s wisdom was greater than the wisdom of all the men of the
East, and greater than all the wisdom of Egypt.

v.31 He was wiser than any other man, including Ethan the Ezrahite—wiser
than Heman, Calcol and Darda, the sons of Mahol. And his fame spread to
all the surrounding nations.

v.32 He spoke three thousand proverbs and his songs numbered a
thousand and five.

v.33 He described plant life, from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop that
grows out of walls. He also taught about animals and birds, reptiles and fish.
v.34 Men of all nations came to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, sent by all the
kings of the world, who had heard of his wisdom.




QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Kings 4:20-34 and in your own words pull out the main thought of this passage.

2. What is said about the people of Judah and Israel in verse 20?

3. What is said about Judah and Israel in verse 25?

4. What three things did God give Solomon, according to verse 29?

5. How was Solomon’s wisdom related to his contemporary’s, according to verse 307?

6. What is said about his writings and his music, according to verse 327?

7. What did Solomon do, according to verse 33?

8. Describe what is happening in verse 34.

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?

LESSON #1: The people of Judah and Israel ate, drank, and were happy in the early stages
of Solomon’s kingdom.

LESSON #2: “I know that there is nothing better for men than to be happy and do good while
they live” (Ecclesiastes 3:12).

LESSON #3: “That everyone may eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all his toil—this is the
gift of God” (Ecclesiastes 3:13).

LESSON #4: Solomon’s kingdom was characterized by adequate daily provisions and peace.
LESSON #5: The citizens of Judah and Israel lived in safety during Solomon’s lifetime.

LESSON #6: “Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord
our God” (Psalm 20:7).

LESSON #7: The peril of prosperity is to begin to love the provisions rather than the person
who is making them.

LESSON #8: When God is involved in making the provision it is always the greatest.
LESSON #9: God is in the business of giving gifts.

LESSON #10: God has been faithful to fulfill His promise of wisdom for Solomon.
LESSON #11: It is one thing to know what to do and another thing to do it.

LESSON #12: It is between the knowing and the doing that Satan works.

ADDITIONAL NOTES:
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STUDY NUMBER NINE — 1 KINGS 5:1-18, 2 CHRON. 2:1-18

1 Kings 5:1-18

v. 1 When Hiram king of Tyre heard that Solomon had been anointed king
to succeed his father David, he sent his envoys to Solomon, because he
had always been on friendly terms with David.

v. 2 Solomon sent back this message to Hiram:

v. 3 “You know that because of the wars waged against my father David
from all sides, he could not build a temple for the Name of the Lord his God
until the Lord put his enemies under his feet.

V. 4 But now the Lord my God has given me rest on every side, and there is
no adversary or disaster.

v. 5 | intend, therefore, to build a temple for the Name of the Lord my God,
as the Lord told my father David, when he said, “Your son whom | will put on
the throne in your place will build the temple for my Name.’

V. 6 “So give orders that cedars of Lebanon be cut for me. My men will work
with yours, and | will pay you for your men whatever wages you set. You
know that we have no one so skilled in felling timber as the Sidonians.”

v. 7 When Hiram heard Solomon’s message, he was greatly pleased and
said, “Praise be to the Lord today, for he has given David a wise son to rule
over this great nation.”

v. 8 So Hiram sent word to Solomon: “| have received the message you sent
me and will do all you want in providing the cedar and pine logs.

V. 9 My men will haul them down from Lebanon to the sea, and | will float
them in rafts by sea to the place you specify. There | will separate them and
you can take them away. And you are to grant my wish by providing food for
my royal household.”

v.10 In this way Hiram kept Solomon supplied with all the cedar and pine
logs he wanted,

v.11 and Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand cors of wheat as food for
his household, in addition to twenty thousand baths of pressed olive oil.
Solomon continued to do this for Hiram year after year.

v.12 The Lord gave Solomon wisdom, just as e had promised him. There
were peaceful relations between Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them
made a treaty.

v.13 King Solomon conscripted laborers from all Israel—thirty thousand
men.

v.14 He sent them off to Lebanon in shifts of ten thousand a month, so that
they spent one month in Lebanon and two months at home. Adoniram was
in charge of the forced labor.

v.15 Solomon had seventy thousand carriers and eighty thousand
stonecutters in the hills,

v.16 as well as thirty-three hundred foremen who supervised the project and
directed the workmen.

v.17 At the king’s command they removed from the quarry large blocks of
guality stone to provide a foundation of dressed stone for the temple.

v.18 The craftsmen of Solomon and Hiram and the men of Gebal cut and
prepared the timber and stone for the building of the temple.

NOTES



2 Chronicles 2:1-18

v. 1 Solomon gave orders to build a temple for the Name of the Lord and a
royal palace for himself.

v. 2 He conscripted seventy thousand men as carriers and eighty thousand
as stonecutters in the hills and thirty-six hundred as foremen over them.
v. 3 Solomon sent this message to Hiram king of Tyre: “Send me cedar logs
as you did for my father David when you sent him cedar to build a palace to
live in.

v. 4 Now | am about to build a temple for the Name of the Lord my God and
to dedicate it to him for burning fragrant incense before him, for setting out
the consecrated bread regularly, and for making burnt offerings every
morning and evening and on Sabbaths and New Moons and at the
appointed feasts of the Lord our God. This is a lasting ordinance for Israel.
v. 5 “The temple | am going to build will be great, because our God is
greater than all other gods.

v. 6 But who is able to build a temple for him, since the heavens, even the
highest heavens, cannot contain him? Who then am | to build a temple for
him, except as a place to burn sacrifices before him?

V. 7 “Send me, therefore, a man skilled to work in gold and silver, bronze
and iron, and in purple, crimson and blue yarn, and experienced in the art of
engraving, to work in Judah and Jerusalem with my skilled craftsmen, whom
my father David provided.

V. 8 “Send me also cedar, pine and algum logs from Lebanon, for | know
that your men are skilled in cutting timber there. My men will work with yours
v. 9 to provide me with plenty of lumber, because the temple | build must be
large and magnificent.

v.10 I will give your servnts, the woodsmen who cut the timber, twenty
thousand cors of ground wheat, twenty thousand cors of barley, twenty
thousand baths of wine and twenty thousand baths of olive oil.”

v.11 Hiram king of Tyre replied by letter to Solomon: “Because the Lord
loves his people, he has made you their king.”

v. 12 And Hiram added: “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, who
made heaven and earth! He has given King David a wise son, endowed
with intelligence and discernment, who will build a temple for the Lord and
a palace for himself.

v.13 “l am sending you Huram-Abi, a man of great skill,

v.14 whose mother was from Dan and whose father was from Tyre. He is
trained to work in gold and silver, bronze and iron, stone and wood, and with
purple and blue and crimson yarn and fine linen. He is experienced in all
kinds of engraving and can execute any design given to him. He will work
with your craftsmen and with those of my lord, David your father.

v.15 “Now let my lord send his servants the wheat and barley and the olive
oil and wine he promised,

v.16 and we will cut all the logs from Lebanon that you need and will float
them in rafts by sea down to Joppa. You can then take them up to
Jerusalem.”

v.17 Solomon took a census of all the aliens who were in Israel, after the
census his father David had taken; and they were found to be 153,600.
v.18 He assigned 70,000 of them to be carriers and 80,000 to be
stonecutters in the hills, with 3,600 foremen over them to keep the people
working.

NOTES



QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Kings 5:1-18 and 2 Chronicles 2:1-18 and in your own words pull out the main
thought of this passage.

2. How did Hiram, King of Tyre, respond to the anointing of Solomon as king?

3. What project is Solomon now getting ready to undertake, according to verse 5?

4. How does Hiram respond to Solomon’s message, according to verse 77?

5. What two building projects did Solomon have in mind, according to 2 Chronicles 2:17?

6. How does Solomon describe the temple, according to 2 Chronicles 2:57?

7. What is Hiram’s response to the request in_2 Chronicles 2:117?

8. How does Hiram want to be repaid for all of his supplies, according to 2 Chronicles 2:157?

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?
LESSON #1: Solomon is now engaging in the work that God intended for him to accomplish.

LESSON #2: Solomon is reaching out to Hiram because he recognizes the fact that he cannot
accomplish this task by himself.

LESSON #3: There are wonderful times in our lives when the Lord gives us rest on every side
and there is no adversary or disaster.

LESSON #4: The positive response on the part of Hiram to Solomon’s request for timber is an
indication that God is at work in this situation.

LESSON #5: The Lord gave Solomon wisdom just as He had promised him.

LESSON #6: The Lord is always faithful to fulfill His promises to us.

LESSON #7: The Lord is the greatest Giver of all.

LESSON #8: The foundation is the crucial part of the building process.

LESSON #9: Are you laying a foundation for your life upon The Rock or upon the sand?

LESSON #10: It is a wonderful thought to know that in the future kingdom we will not need a
temple because the Savior will be there with us.

ADDITIONAL NOTES:
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STubY NUMBER TEN — 1 KINGS 6:1-38

1 Kings 6:1-38

v. 1 In the four hundred and eightieth year after the Israelites had come out
of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month of
Ziv, the second month, he began to build the temple of the Lord.

v. 2 The temple that King Solomon built for the Lord was sixty cubits long,
twenty wide and thirty high.

v. 3 The portico at the front of the main hall of the temple extended the
width of the temple, that is twenty cubits, and projected ten cubits from the
front of the temple.

V. 4 He made narrow clerestory windows in the temple.

v. 5 Against the walls of the main hall and inner sanctuary he built a
structure around the building, in which there were side rooms.

V. 6 The lowest floor was five cubits wide, the middle floor six cubits and the
third floor seven. He made offset ledges around the outside of the temple so
that nothing would be inserted into the temple walls.

V. 7 In building the temple, only blocks dressed at the quarry were used,
and no hammer, chisel or any other iron tool was heard at the temple site
while it was being built.

v. 8 The entrance to the lowest floor was on the south side of the temple; a
stairway led up to the middle level and from there to the third.

V. 9 So he built the temple and completed it, roofing it with beams and cedar
planks.

v.10 And he built the side rooms all along the temple. The height of each
was five cubits, and they were attached to the temple by beams of cedar.
v.11 The word of the Lord came to Solomon:

v.12 “As for this temple you are building, if you follow my decrees, carry out
my regulations and keep all my commands and obey them, | will fulfill
through you the promise | gave to David your father.

v.13 And | will live among the Israelites and will not abandon my people
Israel.”

v.14 So Solomon built the temple and completed it.

v.15 He lined its interior walls with cedar boards, paneling them from the
floor of the temple to the ceiling, and covered the floor of the temple with
planks of pine.

v.16 He partitioned off twenty cubits at the rear of the temple with cedar
boards from floor to ceiling to form within the temple an inner sanctuary, the
Most Holy Place.

v.17 The main hall in front of this room was forty cubits long.

v.18 The inside of the temple was cedar, carved with gourds and open
flowers. Everything was cedar; no stone was to be seen.

v.19 He prepared the inner sanctuary within the temple to set the ark of the
covenant of the Lord there.

v.20 The inner sanctuary was twenty cubits long, twenty wide and twenty
high. He overlaid the inside with pure gold, and he also overlaid the altar of
cedar.

v.21 Solomon covered the inside of the temple with pure gold, and he
extended gold chains across the front of the inner sanctuary, which was
overlaid with gold.

v.22 So he overlaid the whole interior with gold. He also overlaid with gold
the altar that belonged to the inner sanctuary.

NOTES
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NOTES

v.23 In the inner sanctuary he made a pair of cherubim of olive wood, each
ten cubits high.

v.24 One wing of the first cherub was five cubits long, and the other wing
five cubits—ten cubits from wing tip to wing tip.

v.25 The second cherub also measured ten cubits, for the two cherubim
were identical in size and shape.

v 26 The height of each cherub was ten cubits.

v.27 He placed the cherubim inside the innermost room of the temple, with
their wings spread out. The wing of one cherub touched one wall, while the
wing of the other touched the other wall, and their wings touched each other
in the middle of the room.

v.28 He overlaid the cherubim with gold.

v.29 On the walls all around the temple, in both the inner and outer rooms,
he carved cherubim, palm trees and open flowers.

v.30 He also covered the floors of both the inner and outer rooms of the
temple with gold.

v.31 For the entrance of the inner sanctuary he made doors of olive wood
with five-sided jambs.

v.32 And on the two olive wood doors he carved cherubim, palm trees and
open flowers, and overlaid the cherubim and palm trees with beaten gold.
v.33 In the same way he made four-sided jambs of olive wood for the
entrance to the main hall.

v.34 He also made two pine doors, each having two leaves that turned in
sockets.

v.35 He carved cherubim, palm trees and open flowers on them and
overlaid them with gold hammered evenly over the carvings.

v.36 And he built the inner courtyard of three courses of dressed stone and
one course of trimmed cedar beams.

v.37 The foundation of the temple of the Lord was laid in the fourth year, in
the month of Ziv.

v.38 In the eleventh year in the month of Bul, the eighth month, the temple
was finished in all its details according to its specifications. He had spent
seven years building it.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Kings 6:1-38 and in your own words pull out the main thought of this passage.

2. When did the building project of the temple begin, according to_verse 1?
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3. Describe the building process, according to verse 7.

4. What does the Lord say to Solomon in verses 12 & 13?

5. Describe the inner sanctuary, according to verse 20.

6. What did Solomon do with all the walls around the temple, according to verse 29?

7. Describe the doors, according to verse 32.

8. How long did it take Solomon to complete the temple project, according to verses 37 & 38?

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?

LESSON #1: When we receive Jesus Christ as Savior, we, too, are built upon the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the Cornerstone.
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LESSON #2: “And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us and we beheld His glory,
glory as of the only begotten from the Father full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).

LESSON #3: “Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in
you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16).

LESSON #4: “But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered
through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of
this creation, and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He
entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption” (Hebrews 9:11, 12).

LESSON #5: In quietness the temple is being built and so is the body of Christ as dear ones put
their faith and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.

LESSON #6: The Lord places a very high priority upon obedience in this passage.

LESSON #7: The Lord promises that He “will fulfill through [Solomon] the promise that [He] gave
to David [his] father.”

LESSON #8: Itis the Lord’s desire as well to work through us, He is more interested in our
availability than He is our ability.

LESSON #9: If they are obedient they will experience the Lord’s presence
among them.

LESSON #10: How tragic it is when the glory of the Lord departs.

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

STtubY NUMBER ELEVEN — 1 KINGS 7:1-12 NOTES

1 Kings 7:1-12

v. 1 It took Solomon thirteen years, however, to complete the construction of
his palace.

v. 2 He built the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon a hundred cubits long, fifty
wide and thirty high, with four rows of cedar columns supporting trimmed
cedar beams.

v. 3 It was roofed with cedar above the beams that rested on the columns—
forty-five beams, fifteen to a row.

v. 4 Its windows were placed high in sets of three, facing each other.
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NOTES
v. 5 All the doorways had rectangular frames; they were in the front part in
sets of three, facing each other.
v. 6 He made a colonnade fifty cubits long and thirty wide. In front of it was
a portico, and in front of that were pillars and an overhanging roof.
V. 7 He built the throne hall, the Hall of Justice, where he was to judge, and
he covered it with cedar from floor to ceiling.
V. 8 And the palace in which he was to live, set farther back, was similar in
design. Solomon also made a palace like this hall for Pharaoh’s daughter,
whom he had married.
v. 9 All these structures, from the outside to the great courtyard and from
foundation to eaves, were made of blocks of high-grade stone cut to size
and trimmed with a saw on their inner and outer faces.
v.10 The foundations were laid with large stones of good quality, some
measuring ten cubits and some eight.
v.11 Above were high-grade stones, cut to size, and cedar beams.
v.12 The great courtyard was surrounded by a wall of three courses of
dressed stone and one course of trimmed cedar beams, as was the inner
courtyard of the temple of the Lord with its portico.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Kings 7:1-12 and in your own words pull out the main thought of this passage.

2. What project is Solomon undertaking in this passage?

3. How long did it take Solomon to complete this project, and compare the length of time
involved in building the temple?

4. What did he build as part of the palace, according to verse 7?

5. Describe what Solomon is doing in verse 8.
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6. What do all these structures have in common, according to verse 97?

7. How are the foundations prepared, according to verse 107?

8. Describe the great courtyard, according to verse 12.

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

L ESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?

LESSON #1: Many times the building of a house is for the purpose of making a statement
and ministers to our pride.

LESSON #2: “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be
added to you” (Matthew 6:33).

LESSON #3: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or
steal; for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matthew 6:19-21).

LESSON #4: “Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth”
(Colossians 3:2).

LESSON #5: “And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed
me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God” (Revelation 21:10).
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LESSON #6: “In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, | would have

told you; for I go to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2).

LESSON #7: Solomon has broken the Law by marrying Pharaoh’s daughter.

LESSON #8: His present compromises will lead to future condemnation.

LESSON #9: If Christians were afraid of worldliness as much as they are of holiness it would

set the world on fire for Christ.

LESSON #10: “There are two tragedies in life. One is not to get your heart’s desire and the

other is to get it” (George Bernard Shaw).

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

STuDY NUMBER TWELVE — 1 KINGS 8:1-21, 2 CHRON. 5:1-14

1 Kings 8:1-21

v. 1 Then King Solomon summoned into his presence at Jerusalem the
elders of Israel, all the heads of the tribes and the chiefs of the Israelite
families, to bring up the ark of the Lord’s covenant from Zion, the City of
David.

v. 2 All the men of Israel came together to King Solomon at the time of the
festival in the month of Ethanim, the seventh month.

v. 3 When all the elders of Israel had arrived, the priests took up the ark,
v. 4 and they brought up the ark of the Lord and the Tent of Meeting and all
the sacred furnishings in it. The priests and Levites carried them up,

v. 5 and King Solomon and the entire assembly of Israel that had gathered
about him were before the ark, sacrificing so many sheep and cattle that
they could not be recorded or counted.

V. 6 The priests then brought the ark of the Lord’s covenant to its place in
the inner sanctuary of the temple, the Most Holy Place, and put it beneath
the wings of the cherubim.

v. 7 The cherubim spread their wings over the place of the ark and
overshadowed the ark and its carrying poles.

v. 8 These poles were so long that their ends could be seen from the Holy
Place in front of the inner sanctuary, but not from outside the Holy Place;
and they are still there today.

v. 9 There was nothing in the ark except the two stone tablets that Moses
had placed in it at Horeb, where the Lord made a covenant with the
Israelites after they came out of Egypt.

NOTES
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v.10 When the priests withdrew from the Holy Place, the cloud filled the
temple of the Lord.

v.11 And the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud,
for the glory of the Lord filled his temple.

v.12 Then Solomon said, “The Lord has said that he would dwell in a dark
cloud;

v.13 | have indeed built a magnificent temple for you, a place for you to
dwell forever.”

v.14 While the whole assembly of Israel was standing there, the king turned
around and blessed them.

v.15 Then he said: “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, who with his
own hand has fulfilled what he promised with his own mouth to my father
David. For he said,

v.16 ‘Since the day | brought my people Israel out of Egypt, | have not
chosen a city in any tribe of Israel to have a temple built for my Name to be
there, but | have chosen David to rule my people Israel.’

v.17 “My father David had it in his heart to build a temple for the Name of
the Lord, the God of Israel.

v.18 But the Lord said to my father David, ‘Because it was in your heart to
build a temple for my Name, you did well to have this in your heart.

v.19 Nevertheless, you are not the one to build the temple, but your son,
who is your own flesh and blood—he is the one who will build the temple for
my Name.’

v.20 “The Lord has kept the promise he made: | have succeeded David my
father and now | sit on the throne of Israel, just as the Lord promised, and |
have built the temple for the Name of the Lord, the God of Israel.

v.21 | have provided a place there for the ark, in which is the covenant of
the Lord that he made with our fathers when he brought them out of Egypt.”

2 Chronicles 5:1-14

v. 1 When all the work Solomon had done for the temple of the Lord was
finished, he brought in the things his father David had dedicated—the silver
and gold and all the furnishings—and he placed them in the treasuries of
God’s temple

V. 2 Then Solomon summoned to Jerusalem the elders of Israel, all the
heads of the tribes and the chiefs of the Israelite families, to bring up the ark
of the Lord’s covenant from Zion, the City of David

v. 3 And all the men of Israel came together to the king at the time of the
festival in the seventh month.

V. 4 When all the elders of Israel had arrived, the Levites took up the ark,
v. 5 and they brought up the ark and the Tent of Meeting and all the sacred
furnishings in it. The priests, who were Levites, carried them up;

v. 6 and King Solomon and the entire assembly of Israel that had gathered
about him were before the ark, sacrificing so many sheep and cattle that
they could not be recorded or counted.

V. 7 The priests then brought the ark of the Lord’s covenant to its place in
the inner sanctuary of the temple, the Most Holy Place, and put it beneath
the wings of the cherubim.

v. 8 The cherubim spread their wings over the place of the ark and covered
the ark and its carrying poles.

NOTES
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NOTES
v. 9 These poles were so long that their ends, extending from the ark, could
be seen from in front of the inner sanctuary, but not from outside the Holy
Place; and they are still there today.
v.10 There was nothing in the ark except the two tablets that Moses had
placed in it at Horeb, where the Lord made a covenant with the Israelites
after they came out of Egypt.
v.11 The priests then withdrew from the Holy Place. All the priests who were
there had consecrated themselves, regardless of their divisions.
v.12 All the Levites who were musicians—Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun and
their sons and relatives—stood on the east side of the altar, dressed in fine
linen and playing cymbals, harps and lyres. They were accompanied by 120
priests sounding trumpets.
v.13 The trumpeters and singers joined in unison, as with one voice, to give
praise and thanks to the Lord. Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals and
other instruments, they raised their voices in praise to the Lord and sang:
“He is good; his love endures forever.” Then the temple of the Lord was
filled with a cloud,
v.14 and the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for
the glory of the Lord filled the temple of God.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Kings 8:1-21 and 2 Chronicles 5:1-14 and in your own words pull out the main
thought of this passage.

2. What project does Solomon have in mind, according to verse 1?

3. What was in the ark, according to verse 97?

4. What happened when the priest withdrew from the holy place, according to_verse 107?

5. Why were the priests unable to perform their service, according to verse 117?
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6. How does Solomon summarize the whole situation, according to verse 20?

7. What do the trumpeters and singers do, according to 2 Chronicles 5:13?

8. What song did they sing, according to verse 13?

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

L ESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?
LESSON #1: His presence authenticates obedience.

LESSON #2: His presence will be seen in us when our hearts are full of obedience and our
lips are full of praise.

LESSON #3: A promise made is a promise kept.

LESSON #4: The Lord will fulfill His plan and purpose in His own time and way.

LESSON #5: God’s “no” always obligates Him to a better plan.

LESSON #6: What joy to meditate on Solomon’s tribute to the Lord: “Praise be to the Lord,
the God of Israel, who with his own hand has fulfilled what he promised with his own

mouth to my father David” (1 Kings 8:15).

LESSON #7: “Praise be to the Lord God, the God of Israel, who alone does marvelous deeds”
(Psalms 72:18).
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LESSON #8: “Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails”
(Proverbs 19:21).

LESSON #9: “Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed”
(Proverbs 16:3).

LESSON #10: “He has made everything beautiful in its time” (Ecclesiastes 3:11).

LESSON #11: The Lord does inhabit the praise of His people.

LESSON #12: The praise of our lips moves the hand of God.

ADDITIONAL NOTES:
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STubY NUMBER THIRTEEN — 1 KINGS 8:22-61

1 Kings 8:22-61

v.22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in front of the whole
assembly of Israel, spread out his hands toward heaven

v.23 and said: “O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven
above or on earth below—you who keep your covenant of love with your
servants who continue wholeheartedly in your way.

v.24 You have kept your promise to your servant David my father; with your
mouth you have promised and with your hand you have fulfilled it—as it is
today.

v.25 “Now Lord, God of Israel, keep for your servant David my father the
promises you made to him when you said, “You shall never fail to have a
man to sit before me on the throne of Israel, if only your sons are careful in
all they do to walk before me as you have done.”

v.26 And now, O God of Israel, let your word that you promised your servant
David my father come true.

v.27 “But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest
heaven, cannot contain you. How much less this temple | have built!

v.28 Yet give attention to your servant’s prayer and his plea for mercy, O
Lord my God. Hear the cry and the prayer that your servant is praying in
your presence this day.

v.29 May your eyes be open toward this temple night and day, this place of
which you said, “My Name shall be there,” so that you will hear the prayer
your servant prays toward this place.

v.30 Hear the supplication of your servant and of your people Israel when
they pray toward this place. Hear from heaven, your dwelling place, and
when you hear, forgive.

NOTES



v.31 “When a man wrongs his neighbor and is required to take an oath and
he comes and swears the oath before your altar in this temple,

v.32 then hear from heaven and act. Judge between your servants,
condemning the guilty and bringing down on his own head what he has
done. Declare the innocent not guilty, and so establish his innocence.

v.33 “When your people Israel have been defeated by an enemy because
they have sinned against you, and when they turn back to you and confess
your name, praying and making supplication to you in this temple,

v.34 then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of your people Israel and
bring them back to the land you gave to their fathers.

v.35 “When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because your
people have sinned against you, and when they pray toward this place and
confess your name and turn from their sin because you have afflicted them,
v.36 then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of your servants, your
people Israel. Teach them the right way to live, and send rain on the land
you gave your people for an inheritance.

v.37 “When famine or plague comes to the land, or blight or mildew, locusts
or grasshoppers, or when an enemy besieges them in any of their cities,
whatever disaster or disease may come,

v.38 and when a prayer or plea is made by any of your people Israel—each
one aware of the afflictions of his own heart, and spreading out his hands
toward this temple—

v.39 then hear from heaven, your dwelling place. Forgive and act; deal with
each man according to all he does, since you know his heart (for you alone
know the hearts of all men),

v.40 so that they will fear you all the time they live in the land you gave our
fathers.

v.41 “As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people Israel but has
come from a distant land because of your name—

v.42 for men will hear of your great name and your mighty hand and your
outstretched arm—when he comes and prays toward this temple,

v.43 then hear from heaven, your dwelling place, and do whatever the
foreigner asks of you, so that all the peoples of the earth may know your
name and fear you, as do your own people Israel, and may know that this
house | have built bears your Name.

v.44 “When your people go to war against their enemies, wherever you
send them, and when they pray to the Lord toward the city you have chosen
and the temple | have built for your Name,

v.45 then hear from heaven their prayer and their plea, and uphold their
cause.

v.46 “When they sin against you—for there is no one who does not sin—
and you become angry with them and give them over to the enemy, who
takes them captive to his own land, far away or near;

v.47 and if they have a change of heart in the land where they are held
captive, and repent and plead with you in the land of their conquerors and
say, “We have sinned, we have done wrong, we have acted wickedly”;

v.48 and if they turn back to you with all their heart and soul in the land of
their enemies who took them captive, and pray to you toward the land you
gave their fathers, toward the city you have chosen and the temple | have
built for your Name;

NOTES
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v.49 then from heaven, your dwelling place, hear their prayer and their plea,
and uphold their cause.
v.50 And forgive your people, who have sinned against you; forgive all the
offenses they have committed against you, and cause their conquerors to
show them mercy;
v.51 for they are your people and your inheritance, whom you brought out of
Egypt, out of that iron-smelting furnace.
v.52 “May your eyes be open to your servant’s plea and to the plea of your
people Israel, and may you listen to them whenever they cry out to you.
v.53 For you singled them out from all the nations of the world to be your
own inheritance, just as you declared through your servant Moses when
you, O Sovereign Lord, brought our fathers out of Egypt.”
v.54 When Solomon had finished all these prayers and supplications to the
Lord, he rose from before the altar of the Lord, where he had been kneeling
with his hands spread out toward heaven.
v.55 He stood and blessed the whole assembly of Israel in a loud voice,
saying:
v.56 “Praise be to the Lord, who has given rest to his people Israel just as
he promised. Not one word has failed of all the good promises he gave
through his servant Moses.
v.57 May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he
never leave us nor forsake us.
v.58 May he turn our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways and to keep the
commands, decrees and regulations he gave our fathers.
v.59 And may these words of mine, which | have prayed before the Lord, be
near to the Lord our God day and night, that he may uphold the cause of his
servant and the cause of his people Israel according to each day’s need,
v.60 so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the Lord is God and
that there is no other.
v.61 But your hearts must be fully committed to the Lord our God, to live by
his decrees and obey his commands, as at this time.”

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Kings 8:22-61 and in your own words pull out the main thought of this passage.

2. What do you think is meant by the phrase “who continue wholeheartedly in your way” in
verse 237

3. What is the condition, in verse 25, for the Lord keeping His promises to Israel?
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4. What is Solomon asking the Lord to do in verse 307?

5. What is Solomon asking the Lord to do in verse 367

6. What do you think Solomon means by the phrase in verse 38, “each one aware of the
afflictions of his own heart™?

7. What you think Solomon means by the phrase “uphold their cause” in verse 45 & 49?

8. Ouitline the conditions that Solomon gives to the people in verse 61.

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

L ESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?
LESSON #1: When we begin to pray, our focus should be upon the Father in praise.
LESSON #2: Lord, help us to be like Caleb and to continue “wholeheartedly in Your way.”

LESSON #3: Lord, with “Your mouth You have promised” much in our Savior and You will
fulfill what You have promised with Your hand.
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LESSON #4: Lord, as we come to You in prayer, make each of us aware of the afflictions of
our own hearts.

LESSON #5: Lord, it is amazing that You know our hearts and that You still love us.
LESSON #6: With the Psalmist we would say, “Test me, O Lord, and try me, examine my

heart and my mind, for your love is ever before me, and | walk continually in your truth”
(Psalm 26:2, 3).

LESSON #7: Lord, may You be able to uphold our cause because our cause is Your cause.

LESSON #8: Lord, thank You for the furnace experiences in our lives when You are in the
process of purifying our minds and hearts.

LESSON #9: Lord, thank You that we can always count upon Your presence.

LESSON #10: Lord, help us to desire more than anything to put You first in our lives, to walk in
Your ways, and to be obedient to Your Word.

LESSON #11: Lord, thank You for the confidence we have that You are there to meet each
day’s need.

LESSON #12: Lord, may our hearts be fully committed to the Lord our God and that we are
living by Your Word.

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

STuUDY NUMBER FOURTEEN — 1 KINGS 9:1-9, 2 CHRON. 7:11-22 NOTES

1 Kings 9:1-9

v. 1 When Solomon had finished building the temple of the Lord and the
royal palace, and had achieved all he had desired to do,

v. 2 the Lord appeared to him a second time, as he had appeared to him at
Gibeon.

v. 3 The Lord said to him: “I have heard the prayer and plea you have made
before me; | have consecrated this temple, which you have built, by putting
my Name there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there.

v. 4 “As for you, if you walk before me in integrity of heart and uprightness,
as David your father did, and do all | command and observe my decrees
and laws,




v. 5 | will establish your royal throne over Israel forever, as | promised David
your father when | said, “You shall never fail to have a man on the throne of
Israel.”

V. 6 “But if you or your sons turn away from me and do not observe the
commands and decrees | have given you and go off to serve other gods
and worship them,

v. 7 then | will cut off Israel from the land | have given them and will reject
this temple | have consecrated for my Name. Israel will then become a
byword and an object of ridicule among all peoples.

v. 8 And though this temple is now imposing, all who pass by will be
appalled and will scoff and say, “Why has the Lord done such a thing to this
land and to this temple?”

v. 9 People will answer, “Because they have forsaken the Lord their God,
who brought their fathers out of Egypt, and have embraced other gods,
worshipping and serving them—that is why the Lord brought all this disaster
on them.”

2 Chronicles 7:11-22

v.11 When Solomon had finished the temple of the Lord and the royal
palace, and had succeeded in carrying out all he had in mind to do in the
temple of the Lord and in his own palace,

v.12 the Lord appeared to him at night and said: “| have heard your prayer
and have chosen this place for myself as a temple for sacrifices.

v.13 “When | shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command
locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people,

v.14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will | hear from
heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.

v.15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered
in this place.

v.16 | have chosen and consecrated this temple so that my Name may be
there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there.

v.17 “As for you, if you walk before me as David your father did, and do all |
command, and observe my decrees and laws,

v.18 | will establish your royal throne, as | covenanted with David your father
when | said, “You shall never fail to have a man to rule over Israel.”

v.19 “But if you turn away and forsake the decrees and commands | have
given you and go off to serve other gods and worship them,

v.20 then | will uproot Israel from my land, which | have given them, and will
reject this temple | have consecrated for my Name. | will make it a byword
and an object of ridicule among all peoples.

v.21 And though this temple is how so imposing, all who pass by will be
appalled and say, “Why has the Lord done such a thing to this land and to
this temple?”

v.22 People will answer, “Because they have forsaken the Lord, the God of
their fathers, who brought them out of Egypt, and have embraced other
gods, worshipping and serving them—that is why he brought all this disaster
on them.™

NOTES



QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Kings 9:1-9 and 2 Chronicles 7:11-22 and in your own words pull out the main
thought of this passage.

2. What does the Lord do for Solomon in verse 2?

3. What does the Lord promise to Solomon in verse 37?

4. What are the conditions in verse 4 for the establishment of Solomon’s throne?

5. What is the Lord going to do if Solomon and his sons turn away from the Lord, according to
verse 7?

6. What four things must the people do to restore their relationship to the Lord, according to
2 Chronicles 7:14?

7. What three things will the Lord do for the people, according to 2 Chronicles 7:14?

8. What does the Lord promise, according to 2 Chronicles 7:14?
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9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

L ESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?

LESSON #1: How careful we must be when we reach half-time in our lives and we have
succeeded in accomplishing many significant tasks.

LESSON #2: The Lord lovingly comes to us in the hour of our greatest need.

LESSON #3: The Lord says, “my eyes and my heart will always be there” (1 Kings 9:3).
He is saying, “You can count on My constant availability.”

LESSON #4: Obedience is the key to God’s blessing in our relationship with Him.

LESSON #5: There are serious consequences when we turn away from the Lord and do not
accept the responsibility of obedience and seek a replacement for Him.

LESSON #6: The Lord is not going to sit idly by indefinitely in the face of our disobedience.

LESSON #7: The Lord’s discipline involves “cutting off Israel from the land, rejecting the
temple, shutting up the heavens, commanding the locusts, and sending a plague.”

LESSON #8: The four-fold prescription for the restoration of the relationship is “humble
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways”
(2 Chronicles 7:14).

LESSON #9: “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt
you at the proper time (1 Peter 5:6).

LESSON #10: The Lord responds to these acts of repentance in a three-fold way.
He: 1) “will hear from heaven”; 2) “will forgive their sin”; and 3) “will heal their land”
(2 Chronicles 7:14).

LESSON #11: Will you make a commitment right now that you will become a candidate for
revival by humbling yourself and praying and seeking His face and turning from your
wicked ways.



ADDITIONAL NOTES:

STUDY NUMBER FIFTEEN — 1 KINGS 9:10-28, 2 CHRON. 8:1-18

1 Kings 9:10-28

v.10 At the end of twenty years, during which Solomon built these two
buildings—the temple of the Lord and the royal palace—

v.11 King Solomon gave twenty towns in Galilee to Hiram king of Tyre,
because Hiram had supplied him with all the cedar and pine and gold he
wanted.

v.12 But when Hiram went from Tyre to see the towns that Solomon had
given him, he was not pleased with them.

v.13 “What kind of towns are these you have given me, my brother?” he
asked. And he called them the Land of Cabul, a name they have to this day.
v.14 Now Hiram had sent to the king 120 talents of gold.

v.15 Here is the account of the forced labor King Solomon conscripted to
build the Lord’s temple, his own palace, the supporting terraces, the wall of
Jerusalem, and Hazor, Megiddo and Gezer.

v.16 (Pharaoh king of Egypt had attacked and captured Gezer. He had set it
on fire. He killed its Canaanite inhabitants and then gave it as a wedding gift
to his daughter, Solomon’s wife.

v.17 And Solomon rebuilt Gezer.) He built up Lower Beth Horon,

v.18 Baalath, and Tadmor in the desert, within his land,

v.19 as well as all his store cities and the towns for his chariots and for his
horses—whatever he desired to build in Jerusalem, in Lebanon and
throughout all the territory he ruled.

v.20 All the people left from the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and
Jebusites (these peoples were not Israelites),

v.21 that is, their descendants remaining in the land, whom the Israelites
could not exterminate—these Solomon conscripted for his slave labor force,
as it is to this day.

v.22 But Solomon did not make slaves of any of the Israelites; they were his
fighting men, his government officials, his officers, his captains, and the
commanders of his chariots and charioteers.

v.23 They were also the chief officials in charge of Solomon’s projects—550
officials supervising the men who did the work.

v.24 After Pharaoh’s daughter had come up from the City of David to the
palace Solomon had built for her, he constructed the supporting terraces.
v.25 Three times a year Solomon sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship
offerings on the altar he had built for the Lord, burning incense before the
Lord along with them, and so fulfilled the temple obligations.

v.26 King Solomon also built ships at Ezion Geber, which is near Elath in
Edom, on the shore of the Red Sea.

NOTES
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v.27 And Hiram sent his men—sailors who knew the sea—to serve in the
fleet with Solomon’s men.

v.28 They sailed to Ophir and brought back 420 talents of gold, which they
delivered to King Solomon.

2 Chronicles 8:1-18

v. 1 At the end of twenty years, during which Solomon built the temple of the
Lord and his own palace,

v. 2 Solomon rebuilt the villages that Hiram had given him, and settled
Israelites in them.

v. 3 Solomon then went to Hamath Zobah and captured it.

V. 4 He also built up Tadmor in the desert and all the store cities he had built
in Hamath.

V. 5 He rebuilt Upper Beth Horon and Lower Beth Horon as fortified cities,
with walls and with gates and bars,

V. 6 as well as Baalath and all his store cities, and all the cities for his
chariots and for his horses—whatever he desired to build in Jerusalem, in
Lebanon and throughout all the territory he ruled.

v. 7 All the people left from the Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and
Jebusites (these peoples were not Israelites),

v. 8 that is, their descendants remaining in the land, whom the Israelites had
not destroyed—these Solomon conscripted for his slave labor force, as it is
to this day.

v. 9 But Solomon did not make slaves of the Israelites for his work; they
were his fighting men, commanders of his captains, and commanders of his
chariots and charioteers.

v.10 They were also King Solomon’s chief officials—two hundred and fifty
officials supervising the men.

v.11 Solomon brought Pharaoh’s daughter up from the City of David to the
palace he had built for her, for he said, “My wife must not live in the palace
of David king of Israel, because the places the ark of the Lord has entered
are holy.”

v.12 On the altar of the Lord that he had built in front of the portico,
Solomon sacrificed burnt offerings to the Lord,

v.13 according to the daily requirement for offerings commanded by Moses
for Sabbaths, New Moons and the three annual feasts—the Feast of
Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks and the Feast of Tabernacles.

v.14 In keeping with the ordinance of his father David, he appointed the
divisions of the priests for their duties, and the Levites to lead the praise and
to assist the priests according to each day’s requirement. He also appointed
the gatekeepers by divisions for the various gates, because this was what
David the man of God had ordered.

v.15 They did not deviate from the king’s commands to the priests or to the
Levites in any matter, including that of the treasuries.

v.16 All Solomon’s work was carried out, from the day the foundation of the
temple of the Lord was laid until its completion. So the temple of the Lord
was finished.

v.17 Then Solomon went to Ezion Geber and Elath on the coast of Edom.
v.18 And Hiram sent him ships commanded by his own officers, men who
knew the sea. These, with Solomon’s men, sailed to Ophir and brought
back four hundred and fifty talents of gold, which they delivered to King
Solomon.

NOTES
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QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Kings 9:10-28 and 2 Chronicles 8:1-18 and in your own words pull out the main
thought of this passage.

2. What was King Hiram’s response to the gift from Solomon, according to verse 12 & 137

3. Outline the building projects that Solomon was involved in, according to verse 15?

4. What is Solomon doing in verse 19 that is in direct disobedience to the Law of God?
(see Deuteronomy 17:16)

5. What does Solomon do faithfully, according to verse 25?

6. What project is Solomon involved in, according to verses 26-287?

7. How does Solomon handle the question of Pharaoh’s daughter, according to
2 Chronicles 8:11?

8. What does Solomon do for the ministry of the temple, according to chapter 8: 14 & 15?




12

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

L ESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?

LESSON #1: How good it would be if we would make a commitment to contentment with all
that the Father is doing in and through our lives.

LESSON #2: Solomon and Hiram demonstrate the great value of team work in accomplishing
greater objectives.

LESSON #3: Solomon and Hiram did not let differences affect their long term friendship.

LESSON #4: May it be our deepest desire that no one would say “Cabul” (good for nothing)
when they are describing us.

LESSON #5: Whatever Solomon desired to build, he built.

LESSON #6: Has your religious observance become more of a ritual than the deepening of a
relationship?

LESSON #7: What priority does money and material things have in the total picture of your
life?

LESSON #8: Are there any areas of your life that you are compromising on in your
relationship to the Lord that need to be dealt with?

LESSON #9: Are you avoiding issues in your spiritual life by consuming yourself with projects
in the here and now?

LESSON #10: Solomon has been snared by the desire for material things and the good life.

ADDITIONAL NOTES:
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STUDY NUMBER SIXTEEN — 1 KINGS 10:1-13, 2 CHR. 9:1-12

1 Kings 10:1-13

v. 1 When the queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon and his
relation to the name of the Lord, she came to test him with hard questions.
v. 2 Arriving at Jerusalem with a very great caravan—with camels carrying
spices, large quantities of gold, and precious stones—she came to Solomon
and talked with him about all that she had on her mind.

v. 3 Solomon answered all her questions; nothing was too hard for the king
to explain to her.

V. 4 When the queen of Sheba saw all the wisdom of Solomon and the
palace he had built,

v. 5 the food on his table, the seating of his officials, the attending servants
in their robes, his cupbearers, and the burnt offerings he made at the
temple of the Lord, she was overwhelmed.

V. 6 She said to the king, “The report | heard in my own country about your
achievements and your wisdom is true.

v. 7 But | did not believe these things until | came and saw with my own
eyes. Indeed, not even half was told me; in wisdom and wealth you have far
exceeded the report | heard.

v. 8 How happy your men must be! How happy your officials, who
continually stand before you and hear your wisdom!

v. 9 Praise be to the Lord your God, who has delighted in you and placed
you on the throne of Israel. Because of the Lord’s eternal love for Israel, he
has made you king, to maintain justice and righteousness.”

v.10 And she gave the king 120 talents of gold, large quantities of spices,
and precious stones. Never again were so many spices brought in as those
the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.

v.11 (Hiram’s ships brought gold from Ophir; and from there they brought
great cargoes of almugwood and precious stones.

v.12 The king used the almugwood to make supports for the temple of the
Lord and for the royal palace, and to make harps and lyres for the
musicians. So much almugwood has never been imported or seen since
that day.)

v.13 King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba all she desired and asked for,
besides what he had given her out of his royal bounty. Then she left and
returned with her retinue to her own country

2 Chronicles 9:1-12

v. 1 When the queen of Sheba heard of Solomon’s fame, she came to
Jerusalem to test him with hard questions. Arriving with a very great
caravan—with camels carrying spices, large quantities of gold, and precious
stones—she came to Solomon and talked with him about all she had on her
mind.

v. 2 Solomon answered all her questions; nothing was too hard for him to
explain to her.

v. 3 When the queen of Sheba saw the wisdom of Solomon, as well as the
palace he had built,

NOTES
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NOTES
v. 4 the food on his table, the seating of his officials, the attending servants
in their robes, the cupbearers in their robes and the burnt offerings he made
at the temple of the Lord, she was overwhelmed.
V. 5 She said to the king, “The report | heard in my own country about your
achievements and your wisdom is true.
v. 6 But | did not believe what they said until | came and saw with my own
eyes. Indeed, not even half the greatness of your wisdom was told me; you
have far exceeded the report | heard.
V. 7 How happy your men must be! How happy your officials, who
continually stand before you and hear your wisdom!
v. 8 Praise be to the Lord your God, who has delighted in you and placed
you on his throne as king to rule for the Lord your God. Because of the love
of your God for Israel and his desire to uphold them forever, he has made
you king over them, to maintain justice and righteousness.”
v. 9 Then she gave the king 120 talents of gold, large quantities of spices,
and precious stones. There had never been such spices as those the queen
of Sheba gave to King Solomon.
v.10 (The men of Hiram and the men of Solomon brought gold from Ophir;
they also brought algumwood and precious stones.
v.11 The king used the algumwood to make steps for the temple of the Lord
and for the royal palace, and to make harps and lyres for the musicians.
Nothing like them had ever been seen in Judah.)
v.12 King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba all she desired and asked for;
he gave her more than she had brought to him. Then she left and returned
with her retinue to her own country.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Kings 10:1-13 and 2 Chronicles 9:1-12 and in your own words pull out the main
thought of this passage.

2. Why did the Queen of Sheba come to visit Solomon, according to verse 1?

3. What was the Queen of Sheba'’s response to what she saw of Solomon’s kingdom,
according to 1 Kings 10:77?
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4. Describe the gift that was given by the Queen of Sheba to Solomon, according to verse 10.

5. What did Solomon do for the Queen of Sheba, according to 1 Kings 10:13?

6. How did Solomon handle all of her questions, according to 2 Chronicles 9:27?

7. What are the things that the Queen of Sheba observed, according to 2 Chronicles 9:3 & 47

8. What little phrase summarizes her response to all that she saw, according to 1 Kings 10:5
and 2 Chronicles 9:47?

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

L ESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?

LESSON #1: The Lord is famous for doing exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think.

LESSON #2: The queen of Sheba paid a tremendous price to have the privilege of this
audience with Solomon.
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LESSON #3: The Lord’s gift of wisdom to Solomon makes it possible for him to answer all of
her questions.

LESSON #4: When is the last time you have been overwhelmed and left speechless at what
God has done or is doing in your life?

LESSON #5: We know so little of what the Lord has prepared for those who love Him.

LESSON #6: The queen of Sheba says, “Praise be to the Lord your God,” not my god or our
god.

LESSON #7: We must be always mindful that when the Lord gives us an assignment it is our
responsibility, just like Solomon, “to rule for the Lord your God,” to do it heartily to the
Lord.

LESSON #8: It would seem that both Solomon and the queen of Sheba are trying to make a
statement in the extravagant gifts they have given each other on this occasion.

LESSON #9: We must be constantly mindful that the things of this world will pass away.

LESSON #10: The choice is really between that which is temporary and that which is eternal.

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

STubY NUMBER SEVENTEEN — 1 KINGS 10:14-29 NOTES

1 Kings 10:14-29

v.14 The weight of the gold that Solomon received yearly was 666 talents,
v.15 not including the revenues from merchants and traders and from all the
Arabian kings and the governors of the land.

v.16 King Solomon made two hundred large shields of hammered gold; six
hundred bekas of gold went into each shield.

v.17 He also made three hundred small shields of hammered gold, with
three minas of gold in each shield. The king put them in the Palace of the
Forest of Lebanon.

v.18 Then the king made a great throne inlaid with ivory and overlaid with
fine gold.

v.19 The throne had six steps, and its back had a rounded top. On both
sides of the seat were armrests, with a lion standing beside each of them.
v.20 Twelve lions stood on the six steps, one at either end of each step.
Nothing like it had ever been made for any other kingdom.
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NOTES
v.21 All King Solomon’s goblets were gold, and all the household articles in
the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. Nothing was made of
silver, because silver was considered of little value in Solomon’s days.
v.22 The king had a fleet of trading ships at sea along with the ships of
Hiram. Once every three years it returned, carrying gold, silver and ivory,
and apes and baboons.
v.23 King Solomon was greater in riches and wisdom than all the other
kings of the earth.
v.24 The whole world sought audience with Solomon to hear the wisdom
God had put in his heart.
v.25 Year after year, everyone who came brought a gift—articles of silver
and gold, robes, weapons and spices, and horses and mules.
v.26 Solomon accumulated chariots and horses; he had fourteen hundred
chariots and twelve thousand horses, which he kept in the chariot cities and
also with him in Jerusalem.
v.27 The king made silver as common in Jerusalem as stones, and cedar as
plentiful as sycamore-fig trees in the foothills.
v.28 Solomon’s horses were imported from Egypt and from Kue—the royal
merchants purchased them from Kue.
v.29 They imported a chariot from Egypt for six hundred shekels of silver,
and a horse for a hundred and fifty. They also exported them to all the kings
of the Hittites and of the Arameans.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Kings 10:14-29 and in your own words pull out the main thought of this passage.

2. What was part of Solomon’s yearly income, according to verse 14?

3. Describe what Solomon does in verses 16 & 17.

4. Describe King Solomon’s throne, according to verses 18-20.
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5. What do we learn about Solomon’s household goods in verse 217?

6. What cargo is carried by Solomon’s trading ships, according to verse 227?

7. What two things are said about King Solomon in verse 23?

8. Why are the leaders of the world seeking an audience with Solomon, according to
verse 247?

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

L ESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?

LESSON #1: “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life” (Proverbs 4:23).

LESSON #2: Jesus Christ and our desire to please Him should be our single focus.
LESSON #3: God is in the business of blessing the obedient heart.
LESSON #4: Find your joy in His Word rather than in your bottom line.

LESSON #5: Satan uses the snare of accumulating wealth to destroy the things that are most
precious to us.
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LESSON #6: Those things that are most precious to us are our family, our marriage, our
physical health, and our spiritual well-being.

LESSON #7: One of the temptations of wealth is to make a statement by becoming overly
extravagant.

LESSON #8: Solomon is totally focused on material things and is caught up in the bigness of
his projects.

LESSON #9: The fall of great men usually starts with rationalizing small things.
LESSON #10: “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the

other, or he will hold to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon’
(Matthew 6:24).

LESSON #11: “For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it
have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang”
(1 Timothy 6:10).

LESSON #12: “Turn my eyes away from worthless things; preserve my life, according to your
word “ (Psalm 119:37).

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

STUDY NUMBER EIGHTEEN — ECCLESIASTES 1:1-18 NOTES

Ecclesiastes 1:1-18

v. 1 The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem:

. 2 “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher. “Utterly meaningless!
Everything is meaningless.”

v. 3 What does man gain from all his labor at which he toils under the sun?
V. 4 Generations come and generations go, but the earth remains forever.
v. 5 The sun rises and the sun sets, and hurries back to where it rises.
V. 6 The wind blows to the south and turns to the north; round and round it
goes, ever returning on its course.

v. 7 All streams flow into the sea, yet the sea is never full. To the place the
streams come from, there they return again.

v. 8 All things are wearisome, more than one can say. The eye never has
enough of seeing, nor the ear its fill of hearing.

v. 9 What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again;
there is nothing new under the sun.

<
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NOTES
v.10 Is there anything of which one can say, “Look! This is something new”?
It was here already, long ago; it was here before our time.
v.11 There is no remembrance of men of old, and even those who are yet to
come will not be remembered by those who follow.
v.12 |, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem.
v.13 | devoted myself to study and to explore by wisdom all that is done
under heaven. What a heavy burden God has laid on men!
v.14 | have seen all the things that are done under the sun; all of them are
meaningless, a chasing after the wind.
v.15 What is twisted cannot be straightened; what is lacking cannot be
counted.
v.16 | thought to myself, “Look, | have grown and increased in wisdom more
than anyone who has ruled over Jerusalem before me; | have experienced
much of wisdom and knowledge.”
v.17 Then | applied myself to the understanding of wisdom, and also of
madness and folly, but | learned that this, too, is a chasing after the wind.
v.18 For with much wisdom comes much sorrow; the more knowledge, the
more grief.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Ecclesiastes 1:1-18 and in your own words pull out the main thought of this passage.

2. What key question is asked in verse 37?

3. In what ways is nature used in verses 4-11 to illustrate the futility of man’s existence?

4. What word in verse 8 conveys an attitude that contributes to the mid-life crisis?

5. Why doesn’t Solomon view his own life as making a vital contribution in the course of
human affairs? (refer to verses 9-11 for your answer)
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6. What are Solomon’s conclusions about life as seen in verses 12-14?

7. In your own words, paraphrase Solomon’s reflections in verses 16-18.

8. In your opinion, is there an answer to a meaningless existence? Please explain.

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

L ESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?
LESSON #1: All of life truly is meaningless without a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

LESSON #2: Paul says, “But whatever things were gain to me, those things | have counted as
loss for the sake of Christ” (Philippians 3:7).

LESSON #3: “Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth”
(Colossians 3:2).

LESSON #4: “Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men”
(Colossians 3:23).

LESSON #5: We are losing our lives for something. The question is, “For what?”

LESSON #6: “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21).

LESSON #7: The key to overcoming monotony is to keep our eyes on the finish line.
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LESSON #8: “For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us” (Romans 8:18).

LESSON #9: We may grow weary in His work, but not weary of His work.

LESSON #10: The world may forget us and what we have done, but the Lord will never forget
us.

LESSON #11: “Casting all your care upon Him, because He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7).

ADDITIONAL NOTES:
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PART IV

STUDY NUMBER NINETEEN — ECCLESIASTES 2:1-11

Ecclesiastes 2:1-11

v. 1 | thought in my heart, “Come now, | will test you with pleasure to find
out what is good.” But that also proved to be meaningless.

v. 2 “Laughter,” | said, “is foolish. And what does pleasure accomplish?”

v. 3 | tried cheering myself with wine, and embracing folly—my mind still
guiding me with wisdom. | wanted to see what was worthwhile for men to do
under heaven during the few days of their lives.

V. 4 | undertook great projects: | built houses for myself and planted
vineyards.

v. 5 | made gardens and parks and planted all kinds of fruit trees in them.
v. 6 | made reservoirs to water groves of flourishing trees.

V. 7 | bought male and female slaves and had other slaves who were born in
my house. | also owned more herds and flocks than anyone in Jerusalem
before me.

v. 8 | amassed silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and
provinces. | acquired men and women singers, and a harem as well—the
delights of the heart of man.

v. 9 | became greater by far than anyone in Jerusalem before me. In all this
my wisdom stayed with me.

v. 10 | denied myself nothing my eyes desired; | refused my heart no
pleasure. My heart took delight in all my work, and this was the reward for
all my labor.

v. 11 Yet when | surveyed all that my hands had done and what | had toiled
to achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing
was gained under the sun.

NOTES



QUESTIONS:

1. Read Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 and in your own words pull out the main thought of this passage.

2. What kind of test is Solomon taking and why? What is his verdict, according to verse 17?

3. What did he try, according to verse 3?

4. Outline the projects that Solomon undertook in verses 4-6.

5. Outline the other things that he did, according to verses 7 & 8.

6. What were the results of all of his endeavors, according to verse 9?

7. Outline what he did for himself, according to verse 10.

8. What is his three-fold verdict from this experiment, according to verse 11?

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?

LESSON #1: “Above all else, guard your heart for it affects everything you do” (Proverbs 4:23
NLB).

LESSON #2: “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matthew 6:21).

LESSON #3: The pursuit of pleasure will only leave you thirsty for more and more.
LESSON #4: Cheering oneself with wine and folly will end in futility.

LESSON #5: There is no real purpose in becoming a workaholic.

LESSON #6: There is no lasting satisfaction in possessions and pleasures.
LESSON #7: Make it your mission to delight the heart of God not the heart of man.

LESSON #8: Recognize the fact that our lives, in view of eternity, are really just “ a vapor that
appears for a few days and then passes away” (James 4:14 paraphrased).

LESSON #9: Solomon’s summary of his experience is three-fold: 1) “it was meaningless”;
2) “it was a chasing after the wind”; and 3) “there was nothing gained under the sun.”

LESSON #10: Make it your motto that you are going to “live for Christ and then to die would be
to gain” (Philippians 1:21 paraphrased).

ADDITIONAL NOTES:
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STuDY NUMBER TWENTY — ECCLESIASTES 2:12-26 NOTES

Ecclesiastes 2:12-26

v. 12 Then | turned my thoughts to consider wisdom, and also madness and
folly. What more can the king’s successor do than what has already been
done?

v. 13 | saw that wisdom is better than folly, just as light is better than
darkness.

v. 14 The wise man has eyes in his head, while the fool walks in the
darkness; but | came to realize that the same fate overtakes them both.

v. 15 Then | thought in my heart, “The fate of the fool will overtake me also.
What then do | gain by being wise?” | said in my heart, “This too is
meaningless.”

v. 16 For the wise man, like the fool, will not be long remembered; in days to
come both will be forgotten. Like the fool, the wise man too must die!

v. 17 So | hated life, because the work that is done under the sun was
grievous to me. All of it is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.

v. 18 | hated all the things | had toiled for under the sun, because | must
leave them to the one who comes after me.

v. 19 And who knows whether he will be a wise man or a fool? Yet he will
have control over all the work into which | have poured my effort and skill
under the sun. This too is meaningless.

v. 20 So my heart began to despair over all my toilsome labor under the
sun.

v. 21 For a man may do his work with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and
then he must leave all he owns to someone who has not worked for it. This
too is meaningless and a great misfortune.

v. 22 What does a man get for all the toil and anxious striving with which he
labors under the sun?

v. 23 All his days his work is pain and grief; even at night his mind does not
rest. This too is meaningless.

V. 24 A man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction
in his work. This too, | see, is from the hand of God,

v. 25 for without him, who can eat or find enjoyment?

v. 26 To the man who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and
happiness, but to the sinner he gives the task of gathering and storing up
wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases God. This too is meaningless,
a chasing after the wind.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Ecclesiastes 2:12-26 and in your own words pull out the main thought of this
passage.
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2. To what does Solomon turn his thoughts, according to verse 12?

3. What did Solomon observe, according to verse 13?

4. What did Solomon to realize, according to verses 14 & 15?

5. In what three ways are the wise men and fool alike, according to verse 167?

6. Why did Solomon hate all things, according to verse 18?

7. What is a great misfortune, according to Solomon in verse 21?

8. What is the best things that a man can do, according to verse 24?

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?




LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?

LESSON #1: “Nine-tenths of our unhappiness is selfishness and is an insult cast in the face
of God” (G. H. Morrison).

LESSON #2: A man shows what he is by what he does with what he has.

LESSON #3: Once the game is over the king and pawn go back in the same box.

LESSON #4: The hot words in the passage are: “fate,” “gain,
“die,” “leave,” “control,” “despair,” and “great misfortune.”

remembered,” “forgotten,”

LESSON #5: The wise and fool alike are going to die, “they will not be long remembered” and
“both will be forgotten.”

LESSON #6: Solomon has come to the painful realization that when he dies, he must leave
everything behind that he has toiled for through the years of his life.

LESSON #7: Will the person who inherits the fruit of his labor be a wise man or a fool?

LESSON #8: The fruit of pleasing God is three-fold: 1) “satisfaction” (verse 24);
2) “enjoyment” (verse 25); and 3) “happiness” (verse 26).

LESSON #9: “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmovable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord”
(1 Corinthians 15:58 KJV).

LESSON #10: “He said to me, ‘You are my servant, Israel, and you will bring me glory.’
| replied, ‘But my work all seems so useless! | have spent my strength for nothing and to
no purpose at all. Yet | leave it all in the Lord’s hand; | will trust God for my reward™
(Isaiah 49:3, 4 NLB).

ADDITIONAL NOTES:
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STubY NUMBER TWENTY-ONE — 1 KINGS 11:1-13 NOTES

1 Kings 11:1-13

v. 1 King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh’s
daughter—Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites.

v. 2 They were from nations about which the Lord had told the Israelites,
“You must not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your
hearts after their gods.” Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love.
v. 3 He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred
concubines, and his wives led him astray.

V. 4 As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and
his heart was not fully devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his
father had been.

v. 5 He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech the
detestable god of the Ammonites.

V. 6 So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the Lord; he did not follow the Lord
completely, as David his father had done.

V. 7 On a hill east of Jerusalem, Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the
detestable god of Moab, and for Molech the detestable god of the
Ammonites.

v. 8 He did the same for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and
offered sacrifices to their gods.

v. 9 The Lord became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned
away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice.

v. 10 Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did
not keep the Lord’'s command.

v. 11 So the Lord said to Solomon, “Since this is your attitude and you have
not kept my covenant and my decrees, which | commanded you, | will most
certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of your
subordinates.

v. 12 Nevertheless, for the sake of David your father, | will not do it during
your lifetime. | will tear it out of the hand of your son.

v. 13 Yet | will not tear the whole kingdom from him, but will give him one
tribe for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem, which
| have chosen.”

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Kings 11:1-13 and in your own words pull out the main thought of this passage.

2. What is he guilty of, according to verse 1?
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3. Why did the Lord tell the Israelites not to intermarry and what is Solomon’s response to this
command, according to verse 2?

4. What did his wives and concubines do to him, according to verse 3?

5. As Solomon grew old, what did his wives do to him, according to verse 4?

6. What did Solomon do, according to verse 6?

7. How did the Lord respond to Solomon and why, according to verse 9?

8. What is Solomon guilty of, according to verse 10?

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

L ESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?

LESSON #1: We are witnessing in this chapter the culmination of a disobedient lifestyle.
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LESSON #2: The love of another woman can surely cause us to make some big mistakes.

LESSON #3: The Lord had made it clear that they were not to “intermarry . . . because they
will surely turn your hearts after their gods” (1 Kings 11:2).

LESSON #4: Solomon never really learned to say “no” in any situation.
LESSON #5: Making choices contrary to the Word of God has serious consequences.

LESSON #6: We can witness the power of the sensual as we see “his wives turned his heart
after other gods” (1 Kings 11:4).

LESSON #7: The temptation of old age is to let up, lay down, live for the moment, and let
others do the work.

LESSON #8: O Lord, help me to cooperate with You so You don’t have to operate on me.

LESSON #9: If Solomon can fail with all of his wisdom and advantages, let us be forewarned
that it can happen to us as well.

LESSON #10: “Teach me your way, O Lord, and | will walk in your truth; give me an undivided
heart, that | may fear your name” (Psalm 86:11).

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

STtubY NUMBER TWENTY-TWO — PROVERBS 5:1-23 NOTES

Proverbs 5:1-23

<

1 My son, pay attention to my wisdom, listen well to my words of insight,

2 that you may maintain discretion and your lips may preserve
nowledge.

v. 3 For the lips of an adulteress drip honey, and her speech is smoother

than oil;

V. 4 but in the end she is bitter as gall, sharp as a double-edged sword.

v. 5 Her feet go down to death; her steps lead straight to the grave.

V. 6 She gives no thought to the way of life; her paths are crooked, but she

knows it not.

V. 7 Now then, my sons, listen to me; do not turn aside from what | say.

v. 8 Keep to a path far from her, do not go near the door of her house,

V. 9 lest you give your best strength to others and your years to one who is

cruel,

<
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NOTES
v. 10 lest strangers feast on your wealth and your toil enrich another man’s
house.
v. 11 At the end of your life you will groan, when your flesh and body are
spent.
v. 12 You will say, “How | hated discipline! How my heart spurned
correction!
v. 13 | would not obey my teachers or listen to my instructors.
v. 14 | have come to the brink of utter ruin in the midst of the whole
assembly.”
v. 15 Drink water from your own cistern, running water from your own well.
v. 16 Should your springs overflow in the streets, your streams of water in
the public squares?
v. 17 Let them be yours alone, never to be shared with strangers.
v. 18 May your fountain be blessed, and may you rejoice in the wife of your
youth.
v. 19 A loving doe, a graceful deer—may her breasts satisfy you always,
may you ever be captivated by her love.
v. 20 Why be captivated, my son, by an adulteress? Why embrace the
bosom of another man’s wife?
v. 21 For a man’s ways are in full view of the Lord, and he examines all his
paths.
v. 22 The evil deeds of a wicked man ensnare him; the cords of his sin hold
him fast.
v. 23 He will die for lack of discipline, led astray by his own great folly.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Proverbs 5:1-23 and in your own words pull out the main thought of this passage.

2. What are the two command that are recorded in verse 1?

3. How is the adulterous described in verses 3-67?

4. What are the two commands that are given in verse 87?
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5. Outline the results of an immoral lifestyle, according to verses 9-11.

6. What is Solomon’s advice in verses 15 & 177

7. Outline Solomon’s four wishes in verses 18 & 19.

8. What two-fold reason does Solomon give for being highly motivated to a moral life,
according to verse 21.

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

L ESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?

LESSON #1: “The lips of a seductive woman are oh so sweet, her soft words are oh so
smooth” (Proverbs 5:3 Peterson).

LESSON #2: “But it won’t be long before she’s gravel in your mouth, a pain in your gut, a
wound in your heart” (Proverbs 5:4 Peterson).

LESSON #3: “She gives no thought to the way of life; her paths are crooked, but she knows it
not” (Proverbs 5:6).

LESSON #4: Playing with sexual temptation is like playing with fire.
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LESSON #5: Like Joseph, it is better to lose your coat and keep your character.

LESSON #6: “Keep your distance from such a woman; absolutely stay out of her
neighborhood” (Proverbs. 5:8 Peterson).

LESSON #7: Sexual sin affects us physically, emotionally, spiritually, and mentally.

LESSON #8: The testimony of this deviant lifestyle is “My life is ruined! | haven’t one blessed
thing to show for my life!” (Proverbs 5:14 Peterson).

LESSON #9: “May your fountain be blessed, and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth . . .
may her breasts satisfy you always, may you ever be captivated by her love” (Proverbs
5:18, 19).

LESSON #10: One of the great deterrents of sin is to be aware of two facts: “a man’s ways are
in full view of the Lord, and he examines all his paths” (Proverbs 5:21).

LESSON #11: “The evil deeds of a wicked man ensnare him; the cords of his sin hold him
fast” (Proverbs 5:22).

LESSON #12: Don’t “die for lack of discipline, led astray by [your] own great folly”
(Proverbs 5:23).

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

STubY NUMBER TWENTY-THREE — 1 KINGS 11:14-43 NOTES

1 Kings 11:14-43

v. 14 Then the Lord raised up against Solomon an adversary, Hadad the
Edomite, from the royal line of Edom.

v. 15 Earlier when David was fighting with Edom, Joab the commander of
the army, who had gone up to bury the dead, had struck down all the men in
Edom.

v. 16 Joab and all the Israelites stayed there for six months, until they had
destroyed all the men in Edom.

v. 17 But Hadad, still only a boy, fled to Egypt with some Edomite officials
who had served his father.

v. 18 They set out from Midian and went to Paran. Then taking men from
Paran with them, they went to Egypt, to Pharaoh king of Egypt, who gave
Hadad a house and land and provided him with food.
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v. 19 Pharaoh was so pleased with Hadad that he gave him a sister of his
own wife, Queen Tahpenes, in marriage.

V. 20 The sister of Tahpenes bore him a son named Genubath, whom
Tahpenes brought up in the royal palace. There Genubath lived with
Pharaoh’s own children.

v. 21 While he was in Egypt, Hadad heard that David rested with his fathers
and that Joab the commander of the army was also dead. Then Hadad said
to Pharaoh, “Let me go, that | may return to my own country.”

v. 22 “What have you lacked here that you want to go back to your own
country?” Pharaoh asked. “Nothing,” Hadad replied, “but do let me go!”

v. 23 And God raised up against Solomon another adversary, Rezon son of
Eliada, who had fled from his master, Hadadezer king of Zobah.

V. 24 He gathered men around him and became the leader of a band of
rebels when David destroyed the forces [of Zobah]; the rebels went to
Damascus, where they settled and took control.

v. 25 Rezon was Israel’s adversary as long as Solomon lived, adding to the
trouble caused by Hadad. So Rezon ruled in Aram and was hostile toward
Israel.

V. 26 Also, Jeroboam son of Nebat rebelled against the king. He was one of
Solomon’s officials, an Ephraimite from Zeredah, and his mother was a
widow named Zeruah.

v. 27 Here is the account of how he rebelled against the king: Solomon had
built the supporting terraces and had filled in the gap in the wall of the city of
David his father.

v. 28 Now Jeroboam was a man of standing, and when Solomon saw how
well the young man did his work, he put him in charge of the whole labor
force of the house of Joseph.

v. 29 About that time Jeroboam was going out of Jerusalem, and Ahijah the
prophet of Shiloh met him on the way, wearing a new cloak. The two of
them were alone out in the country,

v. 30 and Ahijah took hold of the new cloak he was wearing and tore it into
twelve pieces.

v. 31 Then he said to Jeroboam, “Take ten pieces for yourself, for this is
what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘See, | am going to tear the kingdom
out of Solomon’s hand and give you ten tribes.

v. 32 But for the sake of my servant David and the city of Jerusalem, which |
have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, he will have one tribe.

v. 33 | will do this because they have forsaken me and worshipped
Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites,
and Molech the god of the Ammonites, and have not walked in my ways,
nor done what is right in my eyes, nor kept my statutes and laws as David,
Solomon'’s father, did.

v. 34 But | will not take the whole kingdom out of Solomon’s hand; | have
made him ruler all the days of his life for the sake of David my servant,
whom | chose and who observed my commands and statutes.

v. 35 | will take the kingdom from his son’s hands and give you ten tribes.
v. 36 | will give one tribe to his son so that David my servant may always
have a lamp before me in Jerusalem, the city where | chose to put my
Name.

v. 37 However, as for you, | will take you, and you will rule over all that your
heart desires; you will be king over Israel.

NOTES
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NOTES
v. 38 If you do whatever | command you and walk in my ways and do what
is right in my eyes by keeping my statutes and commands, as David my
servant did, | will be with you. I will build you a dynasty as enduring as the
one | built for David and will give Israel to you.
v. 39 | will humble David’s descendants because of this, but not forever.™
V. 40 Solomon tried to kill Jeroboam, but Jeroboam fled to Egypt, to Shishak
the king, and stayed there until Solomon’s death.
v. 41 As for the other events of Solomon’s reign—all he did and the wisdom
he displayed—are they not written in the book of the annals of Solomon?
v. 42 Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel forty years.
v. 43 Then he rested with his fathers and was buried in the city of David his
father. And Rehoboam his son succeeded him as king.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Kings 11:14-43 and in your own words pull out the main thought of this passage.

2. What does the Lord do because of Solomon’s disobedience, according to verse 14?

3. What does the Lord do in verse 23 against Solomon?

4. What did Jeroboam, son of Nebat do, according to verse 267?

5. Describe Jeroboam'’s relationship to Solomon and his kingdom, according to verse 28.

6. Summarize the message of Ahijah the prophet to Jeroboam recorded in verses 29-39.
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7. What is Solomon’s response to Jeroboam, according to verse 407?

8. Summarize Solomon’s obituary in verses 41-43.

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

L ESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?

LESSON #1: “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked [or laughed at]; for whatever a man
sows, this he will also reap” (Galatians 6:7).

LESSON #2: The Lord is not a disinterested bystander. When He sees disobedience in our
lives He takes action.

LESSON #3: Solomon was guilty on five counts: 1) idolatry; 2) immorality; 3) horses; 4) Egypt,
and 5) silver and gold.

LESSON #4: God does discipline His disobedient children.

LESSON #5: The tragedy of Solomon'’s life is that if he understood the afflictions of his own
heart, why he did not do something about it?

LESSON #6: “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life” (Proverbs 4:23).

LESSON #7: God is taking action against Solomon because he has lost his right to lead.

LESSON #8: “For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the
south. But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another” (Psalm 75:
6, 7 KJV).
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LESSON #9: The reason for God’s judgment is five-fold: 1) “they have forsaken me”; 2) “they
have worshipped Ashtoreth . . . Chemosh . . . Molech”; 3) “they have not walked in my
ways”; 4) “they have not done what is right in my eyes”; and 5) “they have not kept my

statutes and laws” (1 Kings 11:33).

LESSON #10: What a difference would have been made if Solomon would have
spoken the words of Job: “Therefore | despise myself and repent in dust and

ashes” (Job 42:6).

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

STtubY NUMBER TWENTY-FOUR — PROVERBS 3:1-26

Proverbs 3:1-26

v. 1 My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your
heart,

v. 2 for they will prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity.

v. 3 Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck,
write them on the tablet of your heart.

v. 4 Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man.
v. 5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding;

v. 6 in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.

v. 7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil.

v. 8 This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones.
v. 9 Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops;
v. 10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim
over with new wine.

v. 11 My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline and do not resent his
rebuke,

v. 12 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he
delights in.

v. 13 Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains
understanding,

v. 14 for she is more profitable than silver and yields better returns than
gold.

v. 15 She is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can compare
with her.

v. 16 Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor.

NOTES
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NOTES
v. 17 Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are peace.
v. 18 She is a tree of life to those who embrace her; those who lay hold of
her will be blessed.
v. 19 By wisdom the Lord laid the earth’s foundations, by understanding he
set the heavens in place;
v. 20 by his knowledge the deeps were divided, and the clouds let drop the
dew.
v. 21 My son, preserve sound judgment and discernment, do not let them
out of your sight;
v. 22 they will be life for you, an ornament to grace your neck.
v. 23 Then you will go on your way in safety, and your foot will not stumble;
v. 24 when you lie down, you will not be afraid; when you lie down, your
sleep will be sweet.
v. 25 Have no fear of sudden disaster or of the ruin that overtakes the
wicked,
v. 26 for the Lord will be your confidence and will keep your foot from being
snared.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Proverbs 3:1-26 and in your own words pull out the main thought of this passage.

2. What two commands are given in verse 17?

3. What are the compensations for obedience, according to verse 27?

4. Outline the commands and compensations in verses 3 & 4.

5. Outline the commands and compensations in verses 5 & 6.
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6. Outline the commands and compensations with regard to money, according to
verses 9 & 10.

7. Outline the fruitage of wisdom in verses 14-18.

8. What are the two commands given in verses 21.

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

L ESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?

LESSON #1:

LESSON #2:

LESSON #3:

LESSON #4:

LESSON #5:

LESSON #6:

LESSON #7:

LESSON #8:

Obedience to the Word should be our highest priority.

Obedience has its compensations.

We ought to be aiming at compassion and consistency in our conduct.

It ought to be our goal to “trust in the Lord with all of our heart” and let Him lead.
Humble yourself before the Lord and avoid sin.

“Fear the Lord and shun evil” ought to be one of our primary goals.

There is a relationship between our spiritual health and our physical health.

“Honor the Lord” in your giving.
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LESSON #9: Learn to surrender yourself to the Lord’s discipline.
LESSON #10: Pursue wisdom with a passion.
LESSON #11: Stay focused on sound judgment and discernment.

LESSON #12: God has His way of doing things and we must learn to live life His way.

ADDITIONAL NOTES:
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