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Dr. Barnhouse, wanting to illustrate this truth, points out:

A wealthy customer wrote Mr. Beatty that his dearest granddaughter
was going to have a birthday. He wanted something distinctive of real
beauty. Five times in a letter, the customer spoke of the granddaughter as
dearest.

The old man looked at me and said, “I prayed and asked the Lord to
give me an idea. I noticed how many times, dearest, appeared so I
underlined it, and I sent my customer the sketch and told him what I
proposed to do. He was greatly pleased and thought my idea was wonderful.”

Mr. Beatty sent him a ring with stones so beautifully cut that the light
scintillated from them. Across the top of the ring, the first stone was a
diamond, the next an emerald, then an amethyst, a ruby, a second emerald, a
sapphire, and then a topaz.

I looked at it and asked, “Why do you have two emeralds?”

He smiled and said, “Because there are two e’s in dearest. If you take
the initials of these stones, it spells the word dearest.”

Before the Lord God almighty created the sun, the moon and the stars,
He chose us. And as it were, He put us in a ring to be worn upon His hand,
spelled out in the heart of God, we are His dearest.

(source unknown)

We are not only SELECTED but we are also GIVEN AN INHERITANCE.

Baxter says:

Predestination

“Having predestinated us to the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to
Himself” (verses 5, 6). The Greek word here rendered “adoption” does not
mean adoption in our modern Western sense, 1.e. the taking of an orphan to
be one’s own child; it means the public attestation of adult sonship and the
conferment of the privileges belonging to sons who have come to be of legal
age. (So it is whenever that word “adoption” comes in our New Testament.)
Already we are the “sons of God” by a new birth, though as such “the world
knoweth us not” (1 John iii. 1); but at the reappearing of Christ in glory the
“adoption” or public attestation of our sonship will be given, and we shall
enter upon its full privileges and heavenly blessedness. What a promise!
What a prospect!
p.166
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Calvin says:

If we view the word Jove as applied to God, the meaning will be, that the only
reason why he chose us, was his love to men. But I prefer connecting it with
the latter part of the verse, as denoting that the perfection of believers
consists in love; not that God requires love alone, but that it is an evidence of
the fear of God, and of obedience to the whole law.

p. 200

Eadie says:

Saints enjoy the privilege and heritage of adoption. The source of this
blessing is love, and that love, unrestrained and self-originated, has
developed its power and attachment—"“according to the good pleasure of His
will”.

p. 30

Hughes says:

That name testifies to the reality of our adoption. The richness of our
adoption will also be revealed in a future public recognition. Paul says, “The
creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed”
(Romans 8:19). The day of our investiture as sons and daughters is coming,
and he is our loving Father right now.

A young mother wrote:

“I stayed with my parents for several days after the birth of our
first child. One afternoon, I remarked to my mother that it was
surprising our baby had dark hair, since both my husband and I are
fair.

“She said, ‘Well, your daddy has black hair.’

“But, Mama, that doesn’t matter because I'm adopted.’

“With an embarrassed smile, she said the most wonderful words
I've ever heard: ‘I always forget.”8

Our adoption is complete, and we are eternally God’s sons and
daughters. We were predestined for this before the foundation of the world,
“In love . . . in accordance with his pleasure and will.” This ought to be the
melody of our hearts continually.

p. 27
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Lange says:

This phrase, at the close of ver. 4, must be connected grammatically with the
following participle, thus standing in emphatic position.
p. 32

Lloyd-Jones says:

We can now see why the Apostle uses this particular term ‘adoption’.
It is as if he was not content with saying that we have become children of God
by the second birth; he wants us to realize where we stand, and what our
rank and privileges are.
p. 111

Lloyd-Jones says:

We must remind ourselves that in verses 4, 5 and 6 the Apostle i1s concerned
to show us the part the Father plays in this great redemption which we enjoy.
He will go on to show the part played by the Son, and subsequently the part
played by the Holy Spirit; but he starts with the Father, “The God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ’, and we have seen that that includes our adoption
as God’s sons and all the privileges that come to us as the result of it.

p. 117

Radmacher, Allen & House say:

Love here is agape in Greek, the love that is by choice or one’s will, not just a
sentimental feeling. having predestined us: Predestination is not a cold-
hearted determinism or set fate, but rather a loving choice on God’s part.

p. 1531
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Radmacher, Allen & House say:

According to (Gk. Kata)is a significant term in Ephesians, but not apt to be
noticed since it 1s a common preposition. Paul uses it eleven times in this
epistle. In ch.1 we read “according to the good pleasure of His will” (v. 5),
“according to the riches of His grace” (v. 7), “according to His good pleasure”
(v. 9), and “according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to
the counsel of His will” (v. 11).

p. 1531

Robinson says:

‘According to the good pleasure of His will. Ultimately, the power that
rules the universe is the will of God.
p. 28

Simpson & Bruce say:

The Lord of all abides Monarch in the kingdom of the human will without the
least violation of its innate properties. The lock is not forced but opened; we

are made willing to do our Maker’s will.
p. 26

Wuest says:

... 1n love having previously marked us out to be placed as adult sons
through the intermediate agency of Jesus Christ for himself according to that
which seemed good in His heart’s desire, . . .

p. 215
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In Wiersbe’s devotional for June 3rd I read the following:

(Pause for Power: A 365-Day Journey Through the Scriptures by Warren W.
Wiersbe) Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook. Copyright— Warren W.
Wiersbe, 2010.

Heirs, Apparently

Read Galatians 4:1-7
You are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has
made you also an heir.
Galatians 4:7

We do not enter God’s family by adoption the way a homeless child would
enter a loving family in our own society. The only way to get into God’s
family is by regeneration, being “born again” (John 3:3). The New Testament
word for adoption means “to place as an adult son.” It has to do with our
standing in the family of God: We are not little children but adult sons with
all the privileges of sonship.

It is unfortunate that many translations of the New Testament do not
make a distinction between children of God and sons of God. We are the
children of God by faith in Christ, born into God’s family. But every child of
God 1s automatically placed into the family as a son, and as a son, he has all
the legal rights and privileges of a son. When a sinner trusts Christ and 1s
saved, as far as his condition is concerned, he is a spiritual babe who needs to
grow (1 Peter 2:2-3), but as far as his position is concerned, he is an adult son
who can exercise all the wonderful privileges of sonship.

We enter God’s family by regeneration, but we enjoy God’s family by
adoption.

SOMETHING TO PONDER

What does it mean to you that you have been adopted by God?
p. 158
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(A Place of Healing: Wrestling with the Mysteries of Suffering, Pain, and
God’s Sovereignty by Joni Eareckson Tada) Colorado Springs, CO:
David C. Cook. Copyright— Joni Eareckson Tada, 2010.

The Fight of My Life

So here I am gathering these thoughts and writing them down, working with
an editor and starting a book when some would say that the timing is all
wrong. “Wait awhile, Joni,” they say. “Get some perspective. Conserve your
energy. Concentrate on getting better.”

Famous military leaders who write their memoirs are usually retired,
but I'm still in the battle. Storied generals like Grant, Lee, Pershing,
Eisenhower, Montgomery, and Churchill wrote after years of reflection.

(I have a mental picture of a wicker rocking chair on an old-style front porch,
with a light spring breeze carrying the scent of lilacs and teasing the corners
of a writing tablet.) But I'm penning these words in the midst of hostilities,
while the dust and smoke of war still drift over the battlefield.

In fact, I find myself in the fight of my life. I'm in the thick of it, as
they say, and honestly have no idea how long this struggle will continue or
how and when it will be resolved.

As I said, it’s an unlikely time to write a book on healing.
pp. 25-26

(Finish Strong: Amazing Stories of Courage and Inspiration by Dan Green)
Naperville, IL: Simple Truths, LLC. Copyright— Simple Truths, LLC,

2008.
“It doesn’t matter where you'’ve been

It only matters where you are going.”
BRIAN TRACY

“The secret to success 1s consistency
of purpose.”
BENJAMIN DISRAELI
p. 85
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“IN LOVE, HAVING DECIDED UPON US BEFOREHAND FOR ADOPTION
AS SONS THROUGH JESUS CHRIST FOR HIMSELF, ACCORDING TO
THE GOOD PLEASURE OF HIS WILL.”

This 1s the SECOND REFERENCE to “HIS WILL” in the passage:

1. verse 1—“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus, by the will of God” and

2. verse 5—“[THIS] ADOPTION [IN LOVE WAS] ACCORDING
TO THE GOOD PLEASURE OF HIS WILL.”
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v. 6 to the praise of His glorious grace which He freely bestowed upon us in
the Beloved.

The NET Bible then translates verse 6:

to the praise of the glory of his grace that he has freely bestowed on us
in his dearly loved Son.

Peterson paraphrases verse 6:

He wanted us to enter into the celebration of his lavish gift-giving by
the hand of his beloved Son.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:

The ultimate goal of God’s election is that believers will be to the praise of
His glorious grace. A similar expression of praise is also given after the
description of the work of the Son (v. 12) and of the Spirit (v. 14). “His
glorious grace” (undeserved favor; cf. v. 7) had been freely given us. The
words “freely given” translate the verb echaritosen, from the noun “grace” . . .
The verb form is used only one other time in the New Testament (Luke 1:28,
where Mary is said to be “highly favored”). Literally, Ephesians 1:6a might
be rendered “to the praise of His glorious grace which He graced to us.” Since
salvation is all of God’s grace, Christians certainly ought to praise Him for it!
And that is why they were chosen: to give Him praise . . . In the One He loves
stresses the manifestation of God’s love to His Son . . . This reference to
Christ also furnishes the transition to the second Person of the Trinity
discussed in Ephesians 1:7-12.

God the Father loves His Son; and believers, being in the Son, are also
the object of God’s love.
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He has blessed us in that He has chosen “us in Him before the foundation of

the world” and placed us as sons for Himself “according to the good pleasure
of His will.”

What is the consummation of this selection and son-placing? What does God
get out of all of this? It is “PRAISE OF HIS GLORIOUS GRACE.”

“WHICH HE FREELY BESTOWED UPON US IN THE BELOVED.”

What is this SPHERE of this “GRACE”? The “GRACE [IS] FREELY
BESTOWED UPON US” in the person of the Lord Jesus.

We experience God’s grace because we are in Christ.

Several times during the ministry of the Lord Jesus here upon the earth, a
voice was heard to say “This is my beloved Son.”

“IN THE BELOVED?” then refers to the person of the LORD JESUS CHRIST.

In this passage on the MASTER PLAN we have the apostle stopping THREE

TIMES to PRAISE THE LORD:

1. verse 6—“TO THE PRAISE OF HIS GLORIOUS GRACE, WHICH HE
FREELY BESTOWED UPON US IN THE BELOVED”—referring to

the works of the Father.

2. verse 12—for the work of the Son “With a view to our being to the
praise of His glory, who had first placed our hope in the Christ,” and

3. verse 14—referring to the Holy Spirit—“Who is the first installment of

our inheritance for a redemption through which you become God’s
property to the praise of His glory.”
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Arthur says:

So often you are held in bondage to what has been said about—to
man’s evaluation or assessment of you, or to your own thoughts or feelings
about yourself. When you believe these things and live accordingly, you're
held captive by very real but invisible misconceptions. Only truth can set you
free and break the chains of the enemy’s lies. How you need to know what
God says about you and live accordingly!

God tells you that without faith it is impossible to please Him. God
has spoken, and it’s all written down in His book, the Bible. God doesn’t lie!
He can’t.

Therefore, my friend, if you are God’s child, you are accepted in the
Beloved. You are beloved. Beloved of God the Father and of Jesus Christ,
His Son. You have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in heavenly
places. You are part of the church, the body of Jesus Christ. Nothing can or
will ever change that.

God is for, not against you. He chose you for Himself. He marked out
beforehand for you to be adopted as His child. Remember this, precious one,
no matter how you feel, no matter what anyone says. God is not a liar. He
cannot lie. Believe Him. What assurance, what confidence, what security,
what peace, what joy, what freedom it will bring.

p. 51-52

Barker & Kohlenberger say:

6 The ultimate aim throughout the divine plan of redemption is that the
recognition of God’s merciful dealings with people should evoke unlimited
praise.

p.753

Gaebelein says:

Read verses 6, 12 and 14. Each is an utterance of praise—"“to the praise of
the glory of His grace” (verse 6); “that we should be to the praise of His glory”
(verse 12); “unto the praise of His glory” (verse 14). Each of these verses
marks the close of what is said about the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
In verses 4-6 we read what the Father has done; verses 7-12 reveal what we
have and are in the Son, in Christ; verses 13-14 reveal the work of God, the
Holy Spirit.
p. 239
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Hendriksen says:

That Son is here called “the Beloved.” Cf. Col. 1:13, “the Son of his love.”
Since Christ by means of his death earned every spiritual blessing for us, and
therefore wants us to have these goods, and since the Father loves the Son, it
stands to reason that, for the sake of this Beloved One, the Father would
gladly grant us whatever we need.

p. 80

Lloyd-Jones says:

And then suddenly, at the end of the sixth verse, instead of saying ‘to the
praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the Lord
Jesus Christ’, he says, ‘wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.

p. 138

MacArthur says:

.. . accepted in the Beloved. Which refers to the divine grace (undeserved
love and favor) that has made it possible for sinners to be accepted by God
through the substitutionary death and imputed righteousness provided by
Jesus Christ (“the Beloved,” cf. Matt. 3:17; Col. 1:13). Because believers are
accepted in Him, then they, like Him, are beloved of God.

p. 1684
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MacArthur says:

Grace (v. 6a) is the antecedent of which. It is God’s grace (undeserved
love and goodness) that He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved, and because
we are in Him we have redemption. Jesus Christ is our Redeemer from sin,
the Beloved (the word indicates the One who is in the state of being loved by
God) who Himself paid the price for our release from sin and death. Because
we now belong to Christ, by faith made one with Him and placed in His Body,
we are now acceptable to God.

From the beginning of Jesus’ ministry the Father declared Him to be
“My beloved Son” (Matt. 3:17). And because we have believed in Him, “He
delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom
of His beloved Son” (Col. 1:13). Because we are now in the Beloved, we, too,
are “beloved of God” (Rom. 1:17).
p.- 19

Radmacher, Allen & House say:

The Beloved may also be translated “the One He Loves,” namely, Jesus
Christ. In Col. 1:13 Paul uses the similar title “the Son of His love.” The
Beloved is a messianic title, referring to God’s Son. Jesus is not simply one
among others who are loved by God. He is the Beloved Son.

p. 1532

Robinson says:

To sum of vv. 3—6: The blessing, for which we bless God, is of a
spiritual nature, in the heavenly sphere, in the exalted Christ. It isin
accordance with an eternal choice, whereby God has selected us in Christ. Its
goal, so far as we are concerned, is the fulness of all virtues, love. It includes
an adoption through Jesus Christ to a Divine sonship. Its motive lies far
back in the will of God Its contemplated issue in the Divine counsel is that
God’s grace, freely bestowed on us in His Well-beloved, should be gloriously
manifested and eternally praised.

p. 28
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Spurgeon says:

A few Sabbath mornings ago I spoke to you upon those memorable
words of the great Father, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.” We now go a step farther, and see how the love of God to His
beloved Son overflows, and runs like a river of life to all those who are in
Christ Jesus. To Him He saith, “This is My beloved Son,” and then He turns
to all who are in union with Him and says, “These also are My beloved for His
sake.” As believers we are assured by the text that we are “Accepted in the
Beloved,”. . .

p. 343

(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Oswego, IL: Fox River Press.

Copyright— Fox River Press, 2005.

When you feel yourself to be utterly unworthy, you have hit the truth. 849.24
p. 408

(The Greatest Gift: A Collection Devoted to Prayer by Bruce Wilkinson,
Oliver North, Ruth Myers, Shirley Dobson, Otis Ledbetter, Ron Mehl,
David Jeremiah, and Greg Laurie) Sisters, OR: Multnomah.
Copyright— Multnomah Publishers, 2006.

Author Ruth Myers writes, “I find that my worship is richer when
I offer the Lord praise and thanks for three things: who He 1s, what He does,
and what He gives.”
p. 137

(Voices from the Past: Puritan Devotional Readings edited by Richard
Rushing) Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust. Copyright— Richard
Rushing, 2009.

The great care of our souls is to find God, that he may direct, comfort,
strengthen, sanctify, and teach us to sweetly enjoy his grace.
p. 122

Ephesians/Lecture Notes/Ephesians #1 — Ephesians 1 1-14.doc



89

(31 Days of Encouragement: as We Grow Older by Ruth Myers) Colorado
Springs, CO: NavPress. Copyright— Ruth Myers, 2011.

Thank You, Lord, for all that is new this day—including all my fresh
opportunities for loving You, obeying You, enjoying You. Open my eyes to see
these things. Help me grasp how I can make the most of them.

p. 18

(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Oswego, IL: Fox River Press.
Copyright— Fox River Press, 2005.

-LOVE OF 25

In our Lord’s love we have the best motive for loyalty, the best reason for
energy, and the best argument for perseverance. 1411.243

p. 260

It is your duty to praise him. 205.321

If you cannot magnify God, it is probably because you are magnifying
yourself. 1514.26

As soon as a man is cleansed from sin, he is clothed with praise. 1837.238

Prayer is not so heavenly an exercise as praise; prayer is for time, but praise
1s for eternity. 1935.687
p. 356

(365 Days of Hope: Encouragement for Those Facing Loss, Pain, and
Disappointment by Joni Eareckson Tada and Dave & Jan Dravecky)
Federal Way, WA: World Vision. Copyright— Joni Eareckson Tada,
Dave Dravecky, and Jan Dravecky, 2005.

I don’t say anything to God. I just sit and look at him and he looks at me.
—OlId peasant of Ars
(April 1)
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In Harry Ironside’s Notes on Jeremiah he says:

Those who, through grace, have been gathered out of unscriptural systems to
the Precious name of the Lord Jesus Christ alone, should see to it that their
walk 1s consistent with their privileged place.

p. 48

“TO THE PRAISE OF HIS GLORIOUS GRACE, WHICH HE FREELY
BESTOWED UPON US IN THE BELOVED.”
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v. 7 In whom we are having our redemption through His blood. the
forgiveness of our trespasses according to the riches of His grace,

The NET Bible then translates verse 7:

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace

Peterson paraphrases verse 7:

Because of the sacrifice of the Messiah, his blood poured out on the
altar of the Cross, we're a free people—free of penalties and
punishments chalked up by all our misdeeds. And not just barely free,
either. Abundantly free!

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles these next verses and then says:

God’s redemption in Christ (1°7-12).

1:7. Redemption . . . denotes release or deliverance from a state of
slavery (cf. Col. 1:14). The idea of release is seen in some of the other verses
where this Greek word appears . . . This redemption is from sin . . . and thus
this work of Christ delivers believers from slavery to sin. This is further
defined by the forgiveness of sins . . . which is the immediate result of a
believer’s release from sin’s hold. . . . God could not treat sin lightly for it
required the sacrifice of blood . . .

The means of redemption is the sacrificial substitutionary death of Christ
(through His blood; . . . ), which completely satisfied God’s justice . . . This was
accomplished in accordance with the riches of God’s grace . . . The cost of
Christ’s blood is the measure of the wealth of God’s unmerited favor to every
believer. It was accomplished not “out of” but “according to” . . . the wealth of
His grace . . . Six times in Ephesians Paul referred to God’s riches . . .

Ephesians/Lecture Notes/Ephesians #1 — Ephesians 1 1-14.doc



92

In verses 4-6 we have seen that God the Father has blessed us in the fact
that HE CHOSE us “before the foundation of the world” to be sons placed in
his family.

Now in verses 7-12 we are going to see the SALVATION that has been
provided through the WORK OF GOD THE SON.

“IN WHOM?” refers to JESUS CHRIST who is the “beloved” in verse 6.

Whereas:

SELECTION was the act of the FATHER,

SALVATION is the work of the SON.
“IN WHOM WE ARE HAVING OUR REDEMPTION THROUGH HIS
BLOOD.”

The FATHER PURPOSED IT and

The SON PURCHASED IT.

The FATHER CHOSE and

The SON offered the SACRIFICE.

The FATHER said:
“T want them.”
The SON said:

“OK. I'll buy them for you.”
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Colossians 1:14 (TLB)

Who bought our freedom with his blood and forgave us all our sins.

The word “REDEMPTION?” has in it the idea of being SET FREE BY THE
PAYMENT OF A RANSOM.

The concept behind this word is passing from a previous ownership to a
subsequent ownership. It can only be gotten by payment of a ransom. The
right ownership was God’s until sin came into the Garden of Eden.

The ransom price was paid and we, who were God’s by possession, are
PURCHASED BACK THROUGH REDEMPTION.

We are TWICE HIS. We were:
1. MADE BY HIM and

2. BOUGHT BY HIM.

This “REDEMPTION” was accomplished “THROUGH HIS BLOOD.”

1 Peter 1:18-19 (TLB)

God paid a ransom to save you from the impossible road to heaven
which your fathers tried to take, and the ransom he paid was not mere
gold or silver, as you very well know. But he paid for you with the
precious lifeblood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God.

Titus 2:14 (TLB)

He died under God’s judgment against our sins, so that he could rescue

us from constant falling into sin and make us his very own people, with

cleansed hearts and real enthusiasm for doing kind things for others.
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The redeemed here are those who have been PURCHASED OFF THE
SLAVE MARKET OF SIN, never to be for re-sale again. The ransomed price
of the blood of Jesus Christ paid for the sins for we who are human slaves to
sin.

It was necessary for the shedding of blood because of the holy and just
requirements of God Himself, who in His Word has said:

“The wages of sin is death and without the shedding of blood there is
no remission of sin.”

Because the ransom price has been paid through the shedding of His blood, it
1s now possible for God to provide the forgiveness of our trespasses.

(The Way Into the Holiest: A Devotional Commentary on the Book of
Hebrews by Dr. F. B. Meyer) Westchester, IL: Good News. Condensed
from the book by the same name, published by Marshall, Morgan &
Scott, London, England. This special condensed edition copyrighted
1960 by Good News Publishers, Westchester, IL.

I will remember their sins and iniquities no more.—As a score 1s
forgotten when blotted from a slate, so shall sin be as if obliterated from the
memory of God. It will be forgotten, as a debt paid years ago. It will be so
entirely put out of mind, that it shall be as if it had never been. If sought for,
not found. The handwriting nailed through. The stone dropped into ocean
depths. The cloud absorbed by the summer [h]eat, as it fades from the deep
blue sky. Joseph’s brethren, in their last approach to Joseph, after their
father’s death, betrayed a fear, that though his resentment was cloked, it was
not thoroughly relinquished. But their fears were entirely groundless. They
discovered that the offense had utterly passed from their brother’s thought,
“and Joseph wept when they spake unto him.” In some such way as this God
ceases to consider our sins, and grieves if we do not believe the thoroughness
of his abundant pardon.

p. 32
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The norm and standard for this “FORGIVENESS OF OUR TRESPASSES” is:

“ACCORDING TO THE RICHES OF HIS GRACE.”

WHEN GRACE RUNS OUT SO DOES FORGIVENESS!

What a marvelous truth:

God’s grace will never be exhausted.

The idea of riches gives us the feeling of super-abundance which goes even
beyond that which we need.

Pentecost points out:

If you can measure the riches of God’s grace, you can measure the degree of
safety of your salvation because it was at salvation that conformed
completely to the riches of His grace.

(source unknown)
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HE GIVETH MORE GRACE

He giveth more grace when the burdens grow greater,
He sendeth more strength when the labors increase,
To added affliction He addeth His mercy,

To multiplied trials, His multiplied peace.

When we have exhausted our store of endurance,
When our strength has failed ere the day is half-done,
When we reach the end of our hoarded resources,

Our Father’s full giving is only begun.

Refrain:

His love has no limit, His grace has no measure,
His power no boundary known unto men,

For out of His infinite riches in Jesus,

He giveth and giveth and giveth again.

(Source: http://www.hymnal.net/hymn.php/nt/723#ixzz21SsAjH3p)

Anders says:

1:7 To be redeemed means to be “bought back.” It carries with it the
sense of being released from slavery. By being redeemed by Christ, we are
freed from sin, both the penalty and the enslaving power. This redemption
was accomplished by the death of Christ on the cross where he shed his blood
and died to secure our redemption. His death paid the price for our release
from sin and death.

p. 92

Barker & Kohlenberger say:
7-8 Paul proceeds to list some of the blessings that flow from the matchless

grace of God.
p.753
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Baxter says:

Redemption
“In whom [Christ] we have redemption through His blood” (verses 7,

8). Blessed be His name, He not only fore-chose us and for-fixed our destiny;
He bought us, oh, at what cost to Himself! To “redeem” is to buy back, to
release by ransom. Not that God paid a ransom-price to the devil, a queer
theory propounded in the early years of the Church’s history! No, the
redemption price was paid in respect of the eternal principles of
righteousness which govern the universe, to the holy law of God which
human sin has outraged. We have been “redeemed from the curse of the law’
(Gal. iii. 13), from the death penalty due to our guilt. We have been “bought
with a price” (1 Cor. vi. 20) from the slavery of inherited bondage through
hereditary depravity. We are now HIS, by costliest payment, even “through
His blood.”

p. 166

H

Bruce says:

Those who were chosen in Christ before the world’s foundation have been
redeemed in him in the course of time. The mention of redemption and
forgiveness is paralleled in Col. 1:14 . ..

p. 259

Calvin says:

According to the riches of his grace. He now returns to the efficient
cause,—the largeness of the divine kindness, which has given Christ to us as
our Redeemer.

p. 202
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Hughes says:

A story which has captured and informed young imaginations for years
1s helpful here. In a city on the shore of a great lake lived a small boy who
loved the water and sailing. So deep was his fascination that he, with the
help of his father, spent months making a beautiful model boat, which he
began to sail at the water’s edge. One day a sudden gust of wind caught the
tiny boat and carried it far out into the lake and out of sight. Distraught, the
boy returned home inconsolable. Day after day he would walk the shores in
search of his treasure, but always in vain. Then one day as he was walking
through town he saw his beautiful boat—in a store window! He approached
the proprietor and announced his ownership, only to be told that it was not
his, for the owner paid a local fisherman good money for the boat. If the boy
wanted the boat, he would have to pay the price. And so the lad set himself
to work doing anything and everything until finally he returned to the store
with the money. At last holding his precious boat in his arms, he said with
great joy, “You are twice mine now—because I made you, and because I
bought you.”

Just so! Redemption is payment of a price or ransom. The price was
Christ’s own blood, and the object was our souls. All humanity was in the
slave market of sin and thus powerless to affect self-deliverance, but Christ
has purchased his Church with an infinite price . . .

p. 32

Lenski says:

7) All that lies in the phrase “in the Beloved One” is carried over into
the second part of the doxology by the relative “in whom” and must be
present to our minds as we read on. The whole doxology is a unit. It ascribes
blessedness to God alone, but to him as to the First Person, to whom 1is joined
the Second, our Lord Jesus Christ, the Beloved One, and equally the Third, to
whom also a significant name is given, the Holy Spirit of the Promise.

p. 364
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Patrick & Lowth say:

... Redemption./ All mankind lying under the sentence of condemnation on
the account of sin, “all having sinned, and fallen short of the glory of God”
upon that account (Rom. iii. 23), it was necessary that something should be
done to take away the guilt of sin, and reconcile us to a God displeased with
us for it, that so we, as to our persons and performances, might find
acceptance with him: this could not be done by any righteousness of our own
before faith in Christ, we “being in Christ Jesus created to good works” Eph.
ii. 10), and therefore was necessary to be done by an act of grace on God’s
part, accepting us as righteous through faith in Christ, and justifying us
freely through faith in his blood.

p. 745

Simpson & Bruce say:

Redemption primarily denotes release from a state of servitude
effected by payment of a ransom-price. In a laxer acceptation it is applied to
the exodus of Israel from their house of bondage, the power displayed
engaging attention rather than the medium employed.

p- 29

Spurgeon says:

What is this “forgiveness of sins?” Too often in popular talk, it is
supposed that the chief and main thought of the forgiven sinner is that he
has escaped from hell. Salvation means much more than this; and what it
further means is too much kept in the background, but yet I will begin with
rescue from punishment; for if sin be pardoned, the penalty 1s extinguished.
It would not be possible for God to forgive, and yet to punish. That would be
a forgiveness quite unworthy of God. It would, indeed, be no forgiveness at
all. We are certain that the everlasting punishment of sin declared in
Scripture, will never happen to the man who is forgiven.

p. 349
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The Navigators say:

Redemption: (verse 7). A releasing from slavery or death penalty on payment
of a ransom. In this case, freedom from the penalty of sin (rebellion
against God).

p. 24

Wuest says:

“The Beloved” is described as the One “in whom we have redemption.” The
verb is present in tense, and durative in action, thus, “in whom we are having
redemption.” The redemption is an abiding fact from the past, through the
present, and into the future. The fact of redemption is always a present
reality with the believing reader of this passage whether he reads it today or
ten years from now.

p. 39
“IN WHOM,” the beloved Son the Lord Jesus Christ:

1. “WE ARE HAVING OUR REDEMPTION THROUGH HIS
BLOOD,”

2. “THE FORGIVENESS OF OUR TRESPASSES” and this is ours

3. “ACCORDING TO THE RICHES OF HIS GRACE.”

I am reminded of:

Acts 13:38-39 (NASB)

Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through Him
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, and through Him everyone
who believes is freed from all things, from which you could not be freed
through the Law of Moses.

Ephesians/Lecture Notes/Ephesians #1 — Ephesians 1 1-14.doc



101

(Radical: Taking Back Your Faith From the American Dream by David Platt)
Colorado City, CO: Multnomah. Copyright— David Platt, 2010.

Both our diagnosis of the situation and our conclusion regarding the
solution fit nicely in a culture that exalts self-sufficiency, self-esteem, and
self-confidence. We already have a fairly high view of our morality, so when
we add a superstitious prayer, a subsequent dose of church attendance, and
obedience to some of the Bible, we feel pretty sure that we will be all right in
the end.

Note the contrast, however, when you diagnose the problem biblically.
The modern-day gospel says, “God loves you has a wonderful plan for your
life. Therefore, follow these steps, and you can be saved.” Meanwhile, the
biblical gospel says, “You are an enemy of God, dead in your sin, and in your
present state of rebellion, you are not even able to see that you need life,
much less to cause yourself to come to life. Therefore, you are radically
dependent on God to do something in your life that you could never do.”

p. 32

(The Best of A. W. Tozer by A. W. Tozer, compiled by Warren W. Wiersbe)
Camp Hill, PA: Wing Spread Publishers. Copyright— Zur Ltd., 1978,
2000.

The old cross is a symbol of death. It stands for the abrupt, violent end
of a human being. The man in Roman times who took up his cross and
started down the road had already said good-bye to his friends. He was not
coming back. He was going out to have it ended. The cross made no
compromise, modified nothing, spared nothing; it slew all of the man,
completely and for good. It did not try to keep on good terms with its victim.
It struck cruel and hard, and when it had finished its work, the man was no
more.

The race of Adam is under death sentence. There is no commutation
and no escape. God cannot approve any of the fruits of sin, however innocent
they may appear or beautiful to the eyes of man. God salvages the individual
by liquidating him and then raising him again to newness of life.
pp. 178-9
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(Life on the Highest Plane: A Study of the Spiritual Nature and Needs of
Man by Ruth Paxson) Chicago, IL: Moody Press. Copyright—The
Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, 1928.

The cross of Christ makes a clean-cut cleavage between the two
spheres, the sphere of death, darkness and disorder, and the sphere of life,
light and liberty, and it challenges sinners to decide in which they purpose to
live. The cross of Christ is the battlefield on which the conflict between
Satan and God over the sovereignty of human lives is being waged and it
compels men to take sides either for or against God. The cross of Christ
marks the boundary line between the kingdom of Satan and the Kingdom of
God and it calls subjects in the one to come out and to become subjects in the
other. The cross of Christ finds men living on the plane of the natural and it
opens a way for them to live on the plane of the spiritual and then appeals to
them to enter the open door. The cross of Christ is the great divide: it
separates men into two classes, the unsaved and the saved.

1 Corinthians 1:18, “For the preaching of the cross is to
them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the
power of God.”
pp. 133-34
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v. 8 which He lavished upon us in all wisdom and insight.

The NET Bible translates verse 8:

that he lavished on us in all wisdom and insight.

Peterson paraphrases verse 8:

He thought of everything, provided for everything we could possibly
need,

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
God’s grace is given to enable believers to understand His will. God gives

them wisdom . . . objective insight into the true nature of God’s revelation,
and understanding . . . the subjective apprehension of it.

“WHICH HE LAVISHED UPON US IN ALL WISDOM AND INSIGHT.”

Here we can see the MAGNITUDE OF GOD’S GRACE in the word
“LAVISHED.”

Which of course refers to “His grace” in verse 7:

“HE LAVISHED [HIS GRACE] UPON US IN ALL WISDOM AND
INSIGHT.”

His grace is “LAVISHED UPON US IN ALL WISDOM” which would be a
reference to HIS PLAN.

His grace 1s “LAVISHED UPON US IN ALL . . . INSIGHT” is reference to
OUR NEED.
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Lovett, in commenting on this verse says:

As our awareness of the master plan increases, so does our ability to enter
into the divine fellowship. It is expected that we will lay hold of these things
to the place where they regulate our lies and deepen our involvement.

p. 89

Barker & Kohlenberger say:

These riches of grace have been “lavished”(GK 4355) on us; God always
gives generously. Paul then enumerates further blessings: every kind of
“wisdom” (GK 5053; i.e., knowledge which sees things as they really are) and
“understanding” (GK 5860; i.e., discernment that leads to right action.

p.753

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say:

. “wisdom” in devising the plan of redeeming mankind; “prudence” in
executing it by the means, and in making all the necessary arrangements of
Providence for that purpose.

p. 1280

(Voices from the Past: Puritan Devotional Readings edited by Richard
Rushing) Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust. Copyright— Richard
Rushing, 2009.

If he heard the joyful praises of the saints or woeful lamentation of the
damned, but one hour, he would seek after greater goals than scraping
together a heap of wealth.

p. 294
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(Let’s Roll! Ordinary People, Extraordinary Courage by Lisa Beamer with
Ken Abraham) Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House. Copyright — Lisa Beamer,
2002.

My conversation with Dennis reminded me of what I'd read from the
Bible just a few nights earlier. So I flipped back to the same passage again.
Although I'd read it many times previously, suddenly the words popped off
the page at me:

OAh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable his judgments,

and his paths beyond tracing out!

“Who has known the mind of the Lord?

Or who has been his counselor?”

“Who has ever given to God,

that God should repay him?”

For from him and through him and to him are all things.

To him be the glory forever! Amen.
—Romans 11:33-36

As I read those words, a thought struck me. Who are you to question
God and say that you have a better plan than he does? You don’t have the
same wisdom and knowledge that he has, or the understanding of the big
picture. You think you deserve a happy life and get angry when it doesn’t
always happen like that. In fact, you are a sinner and deserve only death.
The fact that God has offered you hope for eternal life is amazing! You
should be overwhelmed with joy and gratitude.
pp. 83-84
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I find myself bowing in worship before our Lord with the words of that great
old hymn, “Grace Greater Than Our Sin.” Please join me in singing verse 1:

Grace Greater Than Our Sin

Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,

Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt,
Yonder on Calvary’s mount out-poured,
There where the blood of the Lamb was spilt.

Refrain

Grace, grace, God’s grace,

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within;
Grace, grace, God’s grace,

Grace that 1s greater than all our sin.

(“Grace Greater Than Our Sin” by Julia H. Johnston. Copyright, 1910, 1938

renewal extended by A.P. Towner, Assigned to Hope Publishing Co. All rights
reserved. The New Church Hymnal, Lexicon Music, Inc., 1976. #394)
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v. 9 Having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good
pleasure which He purposed in Him

The NET Bible then translates verse 9:

He did this when he revealed to us the secret of his will, according to
his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ,

Peterson paraphrases verse 9:

letting us in on the plans he took such delight in making.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
So believers are able to grasp something of the divine purpose of the ages and
to see its relevance in the present time. This is accomplished because God
made known to us the mystery of His will . . . “Mystery” is a previously
hidden truth unveiled by God’s revelation . . . This mystery (unveiled truth) is
God’s good pleasure . . .
This is the THIRD REFERENCE to “HIS WILL” in the passage:

1. verse 1—“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,”

2. verse 5—“according to the good pleasure of His will,” and now

3. verse 9—“HAVING MADE KNOWN TO US, THE MYSTERY
OF HIS WILL.”
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Isaiah 50:4-5 (NLT)

The Sovereign Lord has given me his words of wisdom, so that I know
how to comfort the weary. Morning by morning he wakens me and
opens my understanding to his will. The Sovereign Lord has spoken to
me, and I have listened. I have not rebelled or turned away.

We have in:
1. verse 4 we learned that God the Father chose us to be in Him
“before the foundation of the world,”
2. verse 7 it 1s in Christ “we are having our redemption,” and now

3. verse 9 we are “HAVING MADE KNOWN TO US, THE
MYSTERY OF HIS WILL.”

Paul is making reference there to the DIVINE MASTER PLAN back of all of
God’s dealings with man; it encompasses His selection “before the foundation
of the world”—His salvation through the death of Christ, our appropriation of
this salvation by faith and the ultimate glorification of the purchased
possession. This is “THE MYSTERY OF HIS WILL” which is being “MADE
KNOWN TO US.”

Whereas “The forgiveness of our trespasses was according to the riches of
His grace” in verse 7, we are finding here the knowledge of His will is made
known to us “ACCORDING TO HIS GOOD PLEASURE WHICH HE
PURPOSED IN HIM,” referring to Christ.

Abbott says:

9-11. God hath made known to us His purpose to sum up all things in
Christ, whether they be things in heaven or on earth.
p. 15
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Baxter says:

Revelation

“He hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence, having
made known unto us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure
which He hath purposed in Himself; that in the dispensation of the fulness of
times He might gather together in one, all things in Christ, both which are in
the heavens and which are on the earth.” This expression “the fullness of
times” looks not only beyond the present age but even beyond the Millennium
and the Great White Throne, to the “ages to come” (Eph. ii. 7) when there
shall be one “throne of God and the Lamb” (Rev. xxii. 3) and a sinless glory
which shall never end. What a revelation! Well may we long for the ineffable
daybreak!
p. 166-7

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say:

We cannot go beyond “the good pleasure of His will” in searching into the
causes of our salvation, or of any of His works (vs. 9)
p. 1280

Radmacher, Allen & House say:

The mystery is not a puzzle to solve, or knowledge only for the few and the
initiated, as in the mystery religions of Paul’s day. In Paul’s usage, the word
mystery refers to an aspect of God’s will that was once hidden or obscure, but
now was being revealed by God (Rom. 11:25).

p. 1532
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(Day by Day with the English Puritans compiled and edited by Randall J.
Pederson) Peabody, Massachusetts: Hendrickson. Copyright—
Hendrickson Publishers, Inc., 2004.

Esteem God’s Will
William Gouge

God’s will 1s to be preferred before all others. This Joseph, Daniel and
his three companions, the apostles, and many others well observed, when
they refused to yield to man’s will against God’s. And David, Paul, and
Christ, when they submitted their own wills to God’s in such things as if it
had been the will of God, they could have desired to have been otherwise.
Among others, the example of Christ is to be observed, because He was a Son,
and we are but servants. If the Son yielded to do the will of His Father, how
much more ought the servant to yield to the will of his Master. Both the
supreme sovereignty of God, and also the absolute perfection of His will
require as much. As for our own wills, they are subject to much error, and
often prove very harmful. . .. we are taught always to have one eye on God’s
will, and not on our own. For in our will there are many contradictions, but
in the Lord’s will there is always life and goodness.

p. 93

(The Spiritual Combat by Lorenzo Scupoli) Mesa, AZ: Scriptoria. Copyright—
Scriptoria Books, 2009.

IN addition to this exercise which you must apply to the
understanding, you must also discipline your will, so that it may not be left to
follow its own desires, but be in all things conformed to the good pleasure of
God.

p. 16

When any thing presents itself as in accordance with the Will of God, do not
bring yourself to will it, until you have first lifted up your thoughts to God, to
ascertain whether it is His Will that you should will it, and whether you will
it because He does, and with the view of pleasing Him Alone.

Then let your will—thus moved and drawn by His—be bent upon
willing it, because He wills it, and with the sole object of pleasing and
glorifying Him.

p. 17
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Ruth Myers says as we grow older:

(31 Days of Encouragement: as We Grow Older by Ruth Myers) Colorado
Springs, CO: NavPress. Copyright— Ruth Myers, 2011.

Give me the grace to press on to know You in every way You have in mind.
“Your will, Lord—nothing more, nothing less, nothing else.”
p. 106

(A Place of Healing: Wrestling with the Mysteries of Suffering, Pain, and
God’s Sovereignty by Joni Eareckson Tada) Colorado Springs, CO:
David C. Cook. Copyright— Joni Eareckson Tada, 2010.

In the meantime, these afflictions of mine—this very season of
multiplied pain—is the background against which God has commanded me to
show forth His praise. It’s also that thing that I am to reckon as “good and
acceptable and perfect,” according to Romans 12. God bids me that I not only
seek to accept it, but to embrace it, knowing full well that somewhere way
down deep—in a secret place I have yet to see—lies my highest good.

Yes, I pray that my pain might be removed, that it might cease; but
more so, I pray for the strength to bear it, the grace to benefit from it, and the
devotion to offer it up to God as a sacrifice of praise. My strength in prayer
these days is scant—I’ll confess that. So for all the concentration I can
muster in prayer, I must not dissipate it in seeking physical blessings only.
Rather, I must spend a good portion of it seeking spiritual growth and
praying for Christ’s kingdom to go forth into this dark world. For such
prayers are a way for me to know God and to know Him deeper, higher,
richer, wider, and fuller—much fuller than if I comfortably cruised through
life in my wheelchair.

To this point, as I pen this chapter, He has chosen not to heal me, but
to hold me.

The more intense the pain, the closer His embrace.

p. 35
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(Green Leaf in Drought by Isobel Kuhn) Littleton, CO: Overseas Missionary
Fellowship Inc. Copyright— OMF International, 1948, 1958-2007, 2010.

It was in the next months that Arthur, inspired by the first two lines of
someone else’s thought, penned the following:

In the center of the circle of the will of God I stand,

As I launch from sheltering harbor to obey His last command.
What though waves o’erwhelm my vessel, and grim fears my faith
assail,

Still I'll stay upon His promise, for that cannot, will not fail.

In the center of the circle of the will of God I stand,

Where the warfare wages fiercest, ‘tis the place that He has planned.
Though dread foes may storm my castle, and the battle seem but lost,
I will claim in Him the vict’ry, and hold on whate’er the cost.

In the center of the circle of the will of God I stand,

There can be no second causes, all must come from His own hand,
When dark clouds obscure my vision, and the way I may not see,
I will trust Him in the darkness, for I know He pilots me.

In the center of the circle of the will of God I stand,
Though the circumstances round me show small trace of His skilled
hand,
Yet in darkness as in daylight, in the gloom as sunshine fair,
I will trust Him for His presence, for I know He’s always near!
p. 38
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v. 10 with reference to a plan for the fullness of the times. to bring every-

thing together in Christ. the things in the heavens and the things upon
the earth in Him.

The NET Bible translates verse 10:

toward the administration of the fullness of the times, to head up all
things in Christ—the things in heaven and the things on earth.

Peterson paraphrases verse 10:

He set it all out before us in Christ, a long-range plan in which
everything would be brought together and summed up in him,
everything in deepest heaven, everything on planet earth.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:

... to purpose in Christ to bring all things in heaven and on earth under His
headship in the consummation of time. The words to be put into effect when
the times will have reached their fulfillment are literally, “unto the
dispensation of the fullness of the times.” The “dispensation” (oikonomia) is
an arrangement or administration. This dispensation is the millennial
kingdom when “the times” in God’s purposes will be completed (fulfilled), and
all things both spiritual and material will be under Christ and His rule.. . .

The words “bring all things . . . together under one Head” translate one
Greek word (which occurs elsewhere in the NT only in Rom. 13:9), to speak of
summing up all the commandments under love. In the Millennium
everything will be restored and brought together under Christ, the one Head.
This does not suggest that everyone will be saved; instead, sin’s disorder will
be removed and universal peace will be established . . .
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The first phrase in verse 10 “WITH REFERENCE TO A PLAN FOR THE
FULLNESS OF THE TIMES” reminds me of:

Isaiah 14:26-27 (NLT)

I have a plan for the whole earth, a hand of judgment upon all the
nations. The Lord of Heaven’s Armies has spoken—who can change
his plans? When his hand is raised, who can stop him?”

Verse 10 and verse 11 are the KEY VERSES in Study #1: The Master Plan.

All of this which was purposed in the beginning, is with reference to a PLAN.
That plan is that at the right time to:

“BRING EVERYTHING TOGETHER IN CHRIST, THE THINGS IN

THE HEAVENS AND THE THINGS UPON THE EARTH IN HIM.”
God 1s operating, in other words, on a time schedule with the ultimate
objective:

“TO BRING EVERYTHING TOGETHER IN CHRIST.”

Galatians 4:4-5 (KJV)

But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son,
made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were
under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.

What a glorious truth it is to realize that God, in His infinite wisdom,
provided a plan whereby, as we look on it in the past, we can see selection by
the Father, salvation made possible through the death of His Son, and also
the glorious fact He has a plan for our individual lives in the present. His
plan also has future ramifications and He is going to be coming again.

With your focus on the person of Christ you will never miss the Father’s plan.
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Whereupon the culmination of the plan spoken of here in verse 10 will reach
its fruition “TO BRING EVERYTHING TOGETHER IN CHRIST, THE
THINGS IN THE HEAVENS AND THE THINGS UPON THE EARTH IN
HIM.”

That culmination will take place in the FUTURE KINGDOM.

(Habitation of Dragons by Keith Miller) Waco, TX: Word. Copyright — Keith
Miller, 1970.

LORD, thank You for the joy of discovery and for occasionally allowing us to
break through the fences of smaller mental pastures into larger ones through
faith. Help me to begin looking at history, government, and economics as
You see them—rather than seeing only the personal issues of life. Help me
never to be ashamed of You or Your message which is transforming my own
experience of life. Give me a new dimension of freedom and courage to
witness for You. This is a frightening threshold, Lord. The future is
uncertain. Please give me Your hand.

pp. 128-9

The only phrase that I take issue with in Keith Miller’s quotation is in the
last sentence: “The future is uncertain.”

We know Who holds the future and we know that He holds our hand! He has
a definite plan for a future kingdom. The Lord Jesus Christ is going to rule
and reign in that kingdom. We can take that to the bank! We can have the
certainty it is going to happen because He promised so in His Word.

Isaiah 14:24 (NLT)

The Lord Almighty has sworn this oath: “It will all happen as I have
planned. It will come about according to my purposes.”
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Philippians 2:9-11 (NASB)

Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the
name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the
earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Colossians 3:11b (NASB)

... but Christ is all, and in all.

Revelation 19:6-7 (NASB)

And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude and as the sound
of many waters and as the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying,
“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns. Let us rejoice
and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb
has come and His bride has made herself ready.”

Revelation 22:7 (NASB)

“And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who heeds the words
of the prophecy of this book.”

Revelation 22:12 (NASB)

“Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to
every man according to what he has done.

Ephesians/Lecture Notes/Ephesians #1 — Ephesians 1 1-14.doc



117

Henry says:

All the lines of divine revelation meet in Christ; all religion centres in him.
Jews and Gentiles were united to each other by being both united to Christ.
Things in heaven and things on earth are gathered together in him; peace
made between heaven and earth through him. The innumerable company of
angels become one with the church through Christ: this God purposed in
himself,

p. 1849

MacArthur says:

1:10 He might gather. At the end of this world’s history, God will gather
believers together in the millennial kingdom, called here the “dispensation of
the fullness of the times,” meaning the completion of history (Rev. 20:1-6).
After that, God will gather everything to Himself in eternity future, and the
new heaven and new earth will be created (Rev 21:1ff). The new universe
will be totally unified under Christ . . .

p. 1684

Radmacher, Allen & House say:

The English word economy is derived from this Greek word. The word refers
to God’s administration or arrangement of all history to fulfill His plan of
salvation. While God never changes, His plan for the salvation of humanity
has distinct phases. In this context, dispensation probably refers to the time
when God will establish His eternal kingdom.

p. 1532

Ephesians/Lecture Notes/Ephesians #1 — Ephesians 1 1-14.doc



118

David Jeremiah describes Satan’s tactics as we get closer and closer to the
fulfillment of God’s eternal plan:

(I Never Thought I'd See the Day!: Culture at the Crossroads by David Jeremiah)
New York, NY: Faith Words. Copyright— David Jeremiah, 2011.

As I was writing this chapter, a friend sent me a devotional that
reminded me of the subtlety of this strategy. The devotional imagines Satan
addressing a worldwide convention of demons and promising them victory in
believers’ lives if they will faithfully do the following twelve things:

Keep them busy with nonessentials.

Tempt them to overspend and go into debt.

Make them work long hours to maintain empty lifestyles.

Discourage them from spending family time, for when homes

disintegrate there’s no refuge from work.

5. Overstimulate their minds with television and computers so
that they can’t hear God speaking to them.

6. Fill their coffee tables and nightstands with newspapers and

magazines so they’ve no time for Bible reading.

e

7. Flood their mailboxes with sweepstakes, promotions and get-
rich-quick schemes; keep them chasing material things.
8. Put glamorous models on TV and on magazine covers to keep

them focused on outward appearances; that way they’ll be
dissatisfied with themselves and their mates.

9. Make sure couples are too exhausted for physical intimacy; that
way they’ll be tempted to look elsewhere.

10. Emphasize Santa and the Easter bunny; that way you’ll divert
them from the real meaning of the holidays.

11. Involve them in “good” causes so they won’t have time for
“eternal” ones.

12. Make them self-sufficient. Keep them so busy working in their
own strength that they’ll never know the joy of God’s power
working through them.16

The devotional concludes, “Have you figured out the difference between
being busy and being successful in what God’s called you to do? Sometimes
being B-U-S-Y just means Being Under Satan’s Yoke!”17

16. Bob Grass, The Word for You Today, September/October/November 2010 (Alphareta,
GA: Bob Gass Ministries), 21.
17. Ibid.

pp. 56-57
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(Majestic Destiny: Kingdom Hope is Rising by Curtis H. Tucker) Redmond,
OR: Last Chapter Publishing. Copyright— Curtis H. Tucker, 2011.

The flipside is when Jesus said that “the gate is small and the way is
narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.” The small gate and
the narrow way is nothing more than the content of the Sermon He just
delivered (Matthew 5-7). The result for one who lives this way is a full, rich
and meaningful life that leads to greatness in the kingdom.

The Sermon on the Mount is the explanation of the “gospel of the
kingdom” which both John and Jesus were proclaiming.

So in a way, this sermon is the “road map” to greatness in the

kingdom.
pp. 139-40

Ruth Myers in 31 Days of Encouragement prays this prayer:

(31 Days of Encouragement: as We Grow Older by Ruth Myers) Colorado
Springs, CO: NavPress. Copyright— Ruth Myers, 2011.

May I develop more and more a primary trust in You above all else as
my chief solace and rest and refreshment.

May grace and peace be multiplied unto me as I keep growing
spiritually. May I not become childish, but may I become more and more
mature as Your child. What a solid footing I have in You!

May I be moldable, pliable, and teachable, letting You smooth my
rough edges and overcome my besetting sins.

p- 22

Ephesians/Lecture Notes/Ephesians #1 — Ephesians 1 1-14.doc



120

v. 11 In whom also our lot is cast. having been decided upon beforehand
according to the design of the one who is working all things according
to the purpose of His will,

The NET Bible translates verse 11:

In Christ we too have been claimed as God’s own possession, since
we were predestined according to the one purpose of him who
accomplishes all things according to the counsel of his will

Peterson paraphrases verse 11:

It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for.
Long before we first heard of Christ and got our hopes up,

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:

As a result of the spiritual blessing of insight into the mystery of God’s will . . .
Paul discussed the Jewish believers’ inclusion in Christ. The we in verse 11
seems to be a distinct group from the anonymous “we/us” in verses 3-10. This
is supported by two facts: (1) verse 11 includes the word also and (2) verse 13
changes to “you also,” which refers to Gentile believers. Though both Jews and
Gentiles participate in God’s blessings, the Jews were called first . . .

In Ephesians 1:11 chosen . . . is not the same word used in verse 4 . . .
The word in verse 11 (used only here in the NT) means “to cast a lot” or to
“appoint or obtain by lot.” In this context it is best rendered “to be chosen,
appointed, or destined.” Jewish believers were chosen because they were
predestined. But this predestination is not a matter of whim or caprice on
God’s part; it is according to the plan . . . [or] “purpose”; . . . of God, who
works out everything in conformity with the purpose . . . of His will
... The combination of these words . . . gives a forceful emphasis of God’s
sovereignty for including the Jewish believers in the church, which is headed
up by Christ.
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“IN WHOM?” of course refers to the PERSON OF CHRIST.

“OUR LOT IS CAST” with Him in that we have redemption and a
relationship to God through is blood.

We are reminded this has “BEEN DECIDED UPON BEFOREHAND.”

In verse 4:

“He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world.”

In verse 5:

“In love, [He] decided upon us beforehand for adoption as sons.”

Now 1n verse 11:

“OUR LOT IS CAST, HAVING BEEN DECIDED UPON
BEFOREHAND ACCORDING TO THE DESIGN OF THE ONE WHO
IS WORKING ALL THINGS ACCORDING TO THE PURPOSE OF
HIS WILL.”

It is by DIVINE DESIGN that we have been chosen and “DECIDED UPON”
by Him. All of this is part of a great MASTER PLAN:

“[THE PLAN] OF THE ONE WHO IS WORKING ALL THINGS
ACCORDING TO THE PURPOSE OF HIS WILL.”
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This is the FOURTH and FINAL REFERENCE to GOD’S WILL in the
passage:

1. verse 1—“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,”
2. verse 5—“according to the good pleasure of His will,”
3. verse 9—“known to us, the mystery of His will,” and now

4. verse 11—“ACCORDING TO THE PURPOSE OF HIS WILL.”

It is a glorious thought to realize:

GOD HAS A MASTER PLAN FOR THE UNIVERSE.

It is also great to know that HE HAS A PLAN FOR EACH OF OUR LIVES
which relates to that master plan. Life finds meaning and purpose and
fulfillment when it is lived according to that plan.

(The Normal Christian Worker by Watchman Nee)

When a person has become pliable in His hand, there is an instant response
to any fresh indication of His will.
p. (unknown)

How good it would be for us to stop for a moment and worship the Lord by
singing:

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way!
Thou art the Potter, I am the clay.

Mould me and make me After Thy will,

While I am waiting, Yielded and still.
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(Fatigue in Modern Society by Paul Tournier) Richmond, VA: John Knox
Press. Copyright — M. E. Bratcher, 1965.

For this it is necessary to choose, to sacrifice a great many things. It is
not necessary only to do what appears to be good, useful, or noble, but rather
to do that which God wants. Remember David, when God kept him from
building the Temple! It is a fine undertaking to want to build a temple for
God, but to construct it when God does not want it, and when it is not God’s
chosen time, is time wasted. It is disobedience, not obedience. How many
well-intentioned disobediences do our lives contain? That is the problem!

p. 23

It is my wish as we are made aware of the fact God does have a Master Plan
for the universe and He has a plan for our lives, and we will be willing to be
submissive to whatever that plan might involve. It is my prayer we will gain
fresh insights into this plan and what is involved in it as we continue to
pursue our study in the Book of Ephesians.

How many times have I heard young people say:

“I have given the Lord my life, but I find that oftentimes I'm telling
Him what to do with it.”

Ruth Paxson says:

To master my will He had to melt my heart.
(source unknown)

SURRENDER is:

a CRISIS that develops into a PROCESS.
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Isaiah 55:8-9 (NIV)

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways,” declares the Lord. “As the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts.

Revelation 22:17 (NASB)

And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears
say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who
wishes take the water of life without cost.

MacArthur says:

Christ 1s the Source of the believer’s divine inheritance, which is so certain
that it 1is spoken of as if it has already been received.
p. 1684

(I Never Thought I'd See the Day!: Culture at the Crossroads by David
Jeremiah) New York, NY: Faith Words. Copyright— David Jeremiah,
2011.

Renewing the mind is your only defense against this force, and so it’s
not surprising that it pushes hard—propelled by Satan himself—against the
process of renewal. It takes daily discipline of the kind described by famous
basketball coach Bobby Knight: “Discipline is doing what needs to be done,
doing it when it needs to be done, doing it the best it can be done, and doing it
that way every time you do it.”

p. 296
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(Embraced by the Spirit: The Untold Blessings of Intimacy with God by
Charles R. Swindoll) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright—
Charles R. Swindoll, 2010.

Henri Nouwen wrote, “The years that lie behind you, with all their struggles
and pains, will in time be remembered only as the way that led to your new

life.”2

2. Henri Nouwen, The Inner Voice of Love (New York: Image Books, 1999), 34.
p- 115

(Voices from the Past: Puritan Devotional Readings edited by Richard
Rushing) Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust. Copyright— Richard

Rushing, 2009.

If it were good for you that there was no sin, no devil, no affliction, no
destruction, the love of Christ would instantly abolish these.
p. 29
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GOD’S WHEELCHAIR

Jean Driscoll is a remarkable athlete. She has won the Boston
Marathon eight times. She has also participated in four Paralympic Games
and won five gold medals. Born with spina bifida, Jean competes in a
wheelchair.

One of Driscoll’s favorite Bible verses is Daniel 7:9, “The Ancient of
Days was seated . . . . His throne was a fiery flame, its wheels a burning fire.”
Seeing a connection between Daniel’s vision of God and her own situation,
she 1s able to pass along words of encouragement to others. “Anytime I've
had an opportunity to talk with people who use wheelchairs and feel bad
about being in a chair, I tell them, ‘Not only are you made in the image of
God, but your wheelchair is made in the image of His throne!”

Daniel’s vision, of course, doesn’t portray God as being impaired in
motion. In fact, some see God’s “wheelchair” as a symbol of a just God
sovereignly moving within human affairs. Other passages speak of God’s
providence providing help to those who believe (Prov. 3:25-26; Matt. 20:29-34;
Eph. 1:11).

Jean Driscoll’s faith in God has helped her triumph over personal
challenges. We too can be confident that the high and holy One is near and
ready to help us if only we ask (Ps. 46). —Dennis Fisher

He cannot fail, your faithful God:
He'll guard you with His mighty power;
Then fear no 1ll though troubles rise,
His help is sure from hour to hour. —Bosch

With God behind you and His arms beneath you,
you can face whatever lies ahead of you. —Ward

(Taken from Our Daily Bread, Wednesday, May 30, 2012)
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Kristin Armstrong has written a great little devotional book. In the following
she tells us of the glorious anticipation that is ours in that future day when
we are forever with the Lord.

(Happily Ever After: Walking with Peace and Courage Through a Year of
Divorce by Kristin Armstrong) New York, NY: FaithWords.

Copyright— Kristin Armstrong, 2007.
WE CAN’T EVEN IMAGINE

No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has
prepared for those who love him.
1 CORINTHIANS 2:9

There are many false and temporary ways to try to cheer yourself up. You
can eat too much ice cream, read too many self-help books, spend too much
money shopping, or exercise to excess. You can look to other people to lift
your spirits and rely on them to keep you lifted, much to their annoyance and
exhaustion.

The world offers many beautifully written greeting cards that hold
sweet sentiments. But these words in 1 Corinthians are an exquisite balm to
the soul.

These words tell us that as grand as we can sweep our expectations, as
broad as we can stretch our horizons, as fanciful as we can loose our
imaginations, it is all nothing compared to the good God has planned for us.

Our own personal notion of the end-all, be-all too-good-to-be-true
scenario doesn’t even register on His blessing spectrum.

Do you feel protected? Cherished? Loved? Excited?

You should.

You have no idea.

p.- 120
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While we are concluding our contemplation of the MASTER PLAN and how
it relates to ourselves individually, I feel enriched by meditating upon
Romans 8:28. I love Phillips paraphrase of this verse:

Romans 8:28 (Phillips)
Moreover we know that to those who love God, who are called

according to His Plan, everything that happens fits into a pattern for
good.
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v. 12 with a view to our being to the praise of His glory who had first placed
our hope in the Christ.

The NET Bible translates verse 12:

so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, would be to the
praise of his glory.

Peterson paraphrases verse 12:
he had his eye on us, had designs on us for glorious living, part of the
overall purpose he is working out in everything and everyone.

Here in verse 12 we return to the subject of “PRAISE.”

We see this THREE TIMES in the passage:

1. verse 6—at the conclusion of the work of God the Father, “To the
praise of His glorious grace, which He freely bestowed upon us
in the beloved,”

2. verse 12—at the conclusion of the work of the Son we read “TO
THE PRAISE OF HIS GLORY, WHO HAD FIRST PLACED
OUR HOPE IN THE CHRIST,” and then

3. verse 14—as we conclude the work of the Spirit of God in the
master plan, “through which you become God’s property to the
praise of His glory.”
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:

The purpose of God’s choice of the Jewish believers is that they might be for
the praise of His glory, which parallels verse 6. The words “for the praise of
His glory” serve as a refrain used after a description of the work of each
Person of the Trinity (cf. vv. 6, 14). The relative clause, who were the first to
hope in Christ, further substantiates that verses 11-12 refer to Jewish
believers as opposed to Gentile believers because the Jews did precede the
Gentiles chronologically in the faith . . .

Christ has set the sinner free from his sin and has revealed His will
that all things will be headed up in Christ at the end of the ages, including
the Jewish believers who first trusted in Him.

In verse 6 the purpose for selection by the Father is:

“To the praise of His glorious grace, which He freely bestowed upon us
in the beloved.”

Now as we come to the conclusion of the work of the SON in salvation in
verse 12 we read the purpose for this is:

“TO THE PRAISE OF HIS GLORY, WHO HAD FIRST PLACED OUR
HOPE IN THE CHRIST.”

Abbott says:

12-14. We Jews had even in former times the promise of the Christ,
which has now been fulfilled: but the same blessings are now extended to you
the Gentiles, and as the earnest of your inheritance, ye have been sealed with
the Holy Spirit.

p.- 21
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(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers) Grand Rapids, MI:
Discovery House. Copyright— Oswald Chambers Publications
Association, 1992.

As His disciples, our lives must be a holy example of the reality of our
message. Even the natural heart of the unsaved will serve if called upon to
do so, but it takes a heart broken by conviction of sin, baptized by the Holy
spirit, and crushed into submission to God’s purpose to make a person’s life
a holy example of God’s message.

(March 10)

(Work in Progress: An Unfinished Woman’s Guide to Grace by Kristin
Armstrong) New York, NY: FaithWords. Copyright— Kristin

Armstrong, 2009.

Nobody really wants to help (or live with) a shrill, squawking shrew.
Whenever I act like this or talk in a beastly voice to my children, my friends
start making cackling crow noises at me: “Caw, caw, caw!” I usually get the
message fairly quickly. The best part of being female is that when you are
radiating the finest aspects of femininity, people want to help you make
things happen.

p. 50

(Every Body Matters: Strengthening Your Body to Strengthen Your Soul by
Gary Thomas) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright— Gary
Thomas, 2011.

Kristin says the divorce initially led her to feel “like a woman after a
house fire, sifting through burned treasures in the ashes,” but physical
training helped her lift her eyes long enough to see that “sometimes it takes a
pile of rubble to prepare the way for a major remodel.”

After God began putting Kristin’s life back together and as she grew
stronger and godlier and more in love with her Creator, she began hearing
comments like, “Something’s different....”

p. 155
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v. 13 In Him you also. having heard the Word of the truth. the good news of
your salvation® in Him also having believed. vou were sealed with the
promised Holy Spirit,

The NET Bible translates verse 13:

And when you heard the word of truth (the gospel of your salvation)—
when you believed in Christ—you were marked with the seal of the
promised Holy Spirit,

Peterson paraphrases verse 13:

It’s in Christ that you, once you heard the truth and believed it (this
Message of your salvation), found yourselves home free—signed,
sealed, and delivered by the Holy Spirit.

Paul in these REMAINING TWO VERSES in our passage brings the
HOLY SPIRIT, the third member of the Holy Trinity, into the master plan.

You notice the SINGLE CONDITION OF SALVATION is in the word
“BELIEVED.”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles these last two verses and then says:

God’s seal with the Spirit (1:15-14).

God’s spiritual blessings for believers are based not only on the
sovereign election of the Father (vv. 3-6) and the redemptive work of the Son
(vv. 7-12), but also on the seal of the Holy Spirit.

1:13-14a. And you also refers to the Gentiles in contrast with the Jews
... When they heard the Word of truth . . . which is further described as the
gospel of your salvation, and believed, they were sealed with the promised
Holy Spirit.
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says further:

The last part of verse 13 is literally, “They were sealed in Him [Christ]
with the Holy Spirit of promise.” The word “seal” indicates security . . .
authentication and approval . .. certification of genuineness . . . and
1dentification of ownership . . . God is the One who seals, Christ is the sphere
in which the seal is done, and the Holy Spirit is the instrument of the seal.
“The promised Holy Spirit” refers to Christ’s promise to His disciples that He
would send the Spirit . . .

How is that we have been blessed by God the Father “with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenlies in Christ”?
In the Master Plan we have been:

1. SELECTED by the Father “before the foundation of the world,”

2. SAVED through the blood of the son, “in whom we are having
our redemption,” and now

3. in verses 13 and 14, “SEALED [BY] THE SPIRIT.”

There are THREE KEY THOUGHTS in this verse:
1. HEARING “THE WORD OF TRUTH,”
2. BELIEVING, and

3. “[BEING] SEALED WITH THE PROMISED HOLY SPIRIT.”

Romans 10:17 (TLB)

Yet faith comes from listening to this Good News—the Good News
about Christ.
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When we believed “THE GOOD NEWS OF [OUR] SALVATION?” in receiving
Jesus Christ by faith, this verse tells us that we “WERE SEALED WITH
THE PROMISED HOLY SPIRIT.”

Scoffield in his notes points out:

The Holy Spirit is Himself, the seal. In the symbolism of Scripture, a seal
signifies: (1) a finished transaction; (2) ownership; (3) security.
(source unknown)

Certainly each of these things is involved in this particular context.

F. B. Meyer says:

Upon the yielded soul the blessed Spirit descends, bearing with Him
the likeness of Jesus, which He imprints and fixes, as a stamp will leave its
die upon the softened wax. Only melted gold is minted; only moistened clay
1s moulded; only softened wax receives the die; only broken and contrite
hearts can take and keep the impress of heaven. If that is thy condition, wait
beneath the pressure of the Holy Spirit; He shall leave the image of Jesus
upon thee, and change thee into his likeness, from glory to glory.

p. 55

Barclay points out:

In the ancient world—and it is a custom which is still followed—when a sack,
or a crate, or a package was despatched, it was sealed with a seal in order to
guarantee that it came from the sender, and that it was intact. The seal
indicated from where the package had come and to whom it belonged. The
possession of the Holy Spirit is the seal and sign which shows that a man
belongs to God. It is the Holy Spirit who brings a man the knowledge of God;
it 1s the Holy Spirit who enables a man to cope with life and not to collapse; it
is the Holy Spirit who tells a man what to do and who gives him strength to
do it. The Holy Spirit both shows us God’s will and enables us to do it.

pp. 100-101
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During Seminary days it was my privilege to work for a freight company.
One of the common practices that is followed in shipping is to seal the truck
with a metal seal once it is full that guarantees the safe delivery of the
contents to its destination.

This 1s certainly the thought here as you have been selected by the Father,
paid for by the Son, and sealed by the Holy Spirit, signifying ownership and
safe delivery to the ultimate destination.

The custom of BRANDING CATTLE could likewise serve as an illustration of
the truth here, involved in the SEALING.

I have been:
BOUGHT BY THE SON and

BRANDED BY THE SPIRIT.

You will notice in the LORD’S MASTER PLAN:

THE TOTAL ABSENCE OF HUMAN WORKS.

We will see more of this when we get to Ephesians 2.

He is referred to as “THE PROMISED HOLY SPIRIT.” It was Jesus who
said as he was talking to His disciples in the upper room:

John 14:26 (TLB)
But when the Father sends the Comforter instead of me—and by the

Comforter I mean the Holy Spirit—he will teach you much, as well as
remind you of everything I myself have told you.
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Anders says:

To be marked . . . with a seal indicates authority, authenticity, and security.
It is a validation of ownership. God seals, or marks, his children with the
Holy Spirit, indicating that we are his, that we are authentic spiritual
children, not fakes or impostors, and that we are under his protection.

p. 93

Barker & Kohlenberger say:

A “seal” (GK 5381 & 5382) had various uses, all of which are instructive as
applied to the Holy Spirit. It was affixed to a document to guarantee its
genuineness. It was attached to goods in transit to indicate ownership and
ensure protection. It also represented a designation of office in the state
service.

p.754

Baxter says:

Sealing by the Spirit
“After ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise,

which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased
possession” (verses 13, 14). So first the inheritance is made sure to God’s
elect, and then the elect are sealed secure for the inheritance. The two
predominant ideas in sealing are ownership and security. We are His, and
we are safe. Many seals have been broken as was Pilate’s, but who shall
break this one?

p. 167

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown says:
A seal impressed on a document gives undoubted validity to the contract in it

p. 1281
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Lenski says:
The Third Member of the Doxology

13) Like the second, this begins with the phrase “in whom,” i.e., “in
connection with whom” (the Christ). But now, addressing the Ephesians
more directly, Paul writes, “also you,” and drops the reference to himself as
found in all the preceding “us” and “we.” When this “you” is thought to mean
“you Gentiles also,” the question, naturally arises whether it is possible for
Paul to restrict the sealing with the Holy Spirit to these Gentiles. “You” is
directed to al/ the Ephesians; and kaijoins them to all other Christians, it is
like the kaioccurring inv. 11.

p. 381

Lovett says:

SEAL. The objects sealed are people. Therefore the Great Seal of Heaven is
also a Person. The instant one is saved, his soul is embossed to the effect.
“The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are the sons of God”
(Rom. 8:16). At once God’s Spirit functions as might any seal: (1) Revealing
the authority behind the transaction. The fact that this Seal is the Third
Person of the Godhead forbids all tampering. (2) Unalterable nature of the
transaction. Once the seal is fixed, no changes can be made in the terms.

The matter is forever settled. (3) Ownership of the property. Seals also serve
as a burned-on brand or I.D. tag. As soon as God accepts the redeemed
property, His Seal goes into place. No one else can claim it after that!

pp. 90-91

MacArthur says:

God’s own Spirit comes to indwell the believer and thus secures and preserves
his eternal salvation. The sealing of which Paul speaks refers to an official
mark of identification placed on a letter, contract, or other document. That
document was thereby officially under the authority of the person whose stamp
was on the seal. Four primary truths are signified by the seal: (1) security (cf.
Dan. 6:17; Matt. 27:62-66); (2) authenticity (cf. 1 Kin. 21:6-16); (3) ownership (cf.
Jer. 32:10); and (4) authority (cf. Esth. 8:8-12). The Holy Spirit is given by God
as His pledge of the believer’s future inheritance in glory . . .

pp. 1684-5
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Robertson says:

... old verb, to set a seal on one as a mark or stamp, sometimes the marks of
ownership or of worship of deities like stigmata (Gal. 6:17). Marked and
authenticated as God’s heritage as in 4:30. See II Cor. 1:22 for the very use of
the metaphor here applied to the Holy Spirit even with the word arrabon
(earnest).

p. 519

Wuest says:

.. .1n whom also, as for you, having heard the word of the truth, the good
news of your salvation, in whom also having believed, you were sealed with
the Spirit of the promise, the Holy Spirit, . . .

p.- 215

Romans 1:16 (NASB)

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for

salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the
Greek.
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Nancy Leigh DeMoss and Tim Grissom have put together a workbook called
Seeking Him. This is what they say about the Spirit of God:

(Seeking Him by Nancy Leigh DeMoss & Tim Grissom with Life Action
Ministries) Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers. Copyright — Life Action
Ministries, 2004.

“Not a step can the believer advance without the Spirit. Not a victory can he
achieve without the Spirit. Not a moment can he exist without the Spirit. As
he needed Him at the first, so he needs Him all his journey through.”

—CQOctavius Winslow
p- 221

“Although there will always be some lingering influence of the flesh until we
meet the Lord, we have no excuse for sin to continue to corrupt our lives. . ..
We have the resources of the Spirit of Christ within us to resist and put to
death the deeds of the body, which result from living according to the flesh.”

—dJohn MacArthur
p. 224

“Although the Christian life is warfare, it is warfare in which victory is
always possible.”

—dJohn MacArthur
p. 225

“The Spirit-filled life is not a special, deluxe edition of Christianity. It is part
and parcel of the total plan of God for His people.”

—A.W. Tozer
p. 226
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand
1llustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C.
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Oswego, IL: Fox River Press.
Copyright— Fox River Press, 2005.

He suggests good thoughts, prompts good actions, reveals good truths, applies
good promises, assists in good attainments, and leads to good results. ME95
p. 229

What a wonderful power is that which dwells in every believer, checking him
when he would do wrong, encouraging him to do right, leading him in the
paths of righteousness for Christ’s name’s sake! Happy men to have such a
Conductor! 1917.477

p. 231

(Every Body Matters: Strengthening Your Body to Strengthen Your Soul by
Gary Thomas) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright— Gary
Thomas, 2011.

Kristin testifies, “There is no transformation more deep or mysterious
than when the Holy Spirit takes up residence within and begins to shine
through. You are softer and lovelier than ever, yet you have never been
stronger or more certain and direct. You are becoming an amalgamation of
all the facets of woman that God intended when he created Eve.”

p. 156
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v. 14 Who is the first installment of our inheritance for a redemption through
which you become God’s property. to the praise of His glory.

The NET Bible translates verse 14:

who i1s the down payment of our inheritance, until the redemption of
God’s own possession, to the praise of his glory.

Peterson paraphrases verse 14:

This signet from God is the first installment on what’s coming, a
reminder that we’ll get everything God has planned for us, a praising
and glorious life.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:

The Holy Spirit who seals is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance.
The “deposit”’ is more than a pledge which could be returned; it is a down
payment with a guarantee of more to come . . . “A deposit guaranteeing”
translates the Greek arrabon . . . It guarantees believers’ “inheritance” of
salvation and heaven . . . In essence, the “deposit” of the Holy Spirit is a little
bit of heaven in believers’ lives with a guarantee of much more yet to come.

1:14b. The believer is sealed with the Holy Spirit until the redemption
. . . of those who are God’s possession. This redemption is not release from
the guilt of sin; that was spoken of in Ephesians 1:7 and the believer is
already “God’s possession.” Instead, this is the believer’s ultimate, final
release from the presence of sin . . . Again the doxological refrain, to the
praise of His glory, is repeated here as it was after the description of the work
of the Father (Eph. 1:6) and of the Son (v. 12).
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“WHO?” 1n this verse refers to the HOLY SPIRIT. He “IS THE FIRST
INSTALLMENT OF OUR INHERITANCE.”

Barclay points out:

So what Paul is saying is that the experience of the Holy Spirit which we
have in this world is a foretaste of the joys and of the blessedness of heaven;
and it is the guarantee that some day we will enter into the fullness of
knowledge, of power and of joy. It is the guarantee that some day we will
enter into full possession of the bliss and the blessedness of God.

Here is the great truth that the greatest and the highest, and the
dearest and the most intimate experience of Christian peace and joy which
this world can afford, are only faint foretastes of the joy into which we will
one day enter. It is as if God had given us enough to whet our appetites for
more, and enough to make us certain that some day He will give us all.
pp. 101-102

Romans 8:23 (TLB)

And even we Christians, although we have the Holy Spirit within us as
a foretaste of future glory, also groan to be released from pain and
suffering. We, too, wait anxiously for that day when God will give us
our full rights as his children, including the new bodies he has
promised us—bodies that will never be sick again and will never die.

Pentecost points out:

This word was a word that was used over the cook pots in Greece where the
cook could take a sample of what was being cooked up and thus referred to a
first taste or a sample.

(source unknown)

Blessed assurance, Jesus 1s mine!
O what a foretaste of glory divine!
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This is looking at it from our side. The passage is telling us principally of
God’s side. It has to do with authentication and that the completion and
fulfillment of God’s eternal purpose to glorify Himself is certain a fulfillment
because the Holy Spirit has been placed within the believer.

Paul mentions the fact the Spirit of God is just “THE FIRST INSTALLMENT
OF OUR INHERITANCE.”

Peter speaks of “INHERITANCE?” in:
1 Peter 1:4 (version unknown)

unto an inheritance, imperishable and undefiled and unfading which
has been reserved in heaven for you.

The thought of an “INHERITANCE” would emphasize the fact of SONSHIP.
It is only a son who could be made an heir and given an inheritance.

Romans 8:16-18 (TLB)

For his Holy Spirit speaks to us deep in our hearts, and tells us that
we really are God’s children. And since we are his children, we will
share his treasures—for all God gives to his Son Jesus is now ours too.
But if we are to share his glory, we must also share his suffering. Yet
what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will give us
later.

The MASTER PLAN has a SINGLE OBJECTIVE—PEOPLE. A people
designed to spend eternity with God, capable of bringing Him as much
satisfaction as He is to them.

Verse 14 goes on to say:

“FOR A REDEMPTION THROUGH WHICH YOU BECOME GOD’S
PROPERTY, TO THE PRAISE OF HIS GLORY.”
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The word “REDEMPTION” here literally means:

TO DRAW A LINE AROUND SOMETHING.

The person who drew a line around a piece of property marked it out for his
own possession.

The same word is used in:

Acts 20:28 (TLB)
And now beware! Be sure that you feed and shepherd God’s flock—his
church, purchased with his blood . . .

“REDEMPTION” marks us out as His own personal “PROPERTY.”

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (TLB)

Haven’t you yet learned that your body is the home of the Holy Spirit
God gave you, and that he lives within you? Your own body does not
belong to you. For God has bought you with a great price. So use

every part of your body to give glory back to God, because he owns it.

We have the THIRD OCCURANCE of the phrase “TO PRAISE OF HIS GLORY”:
1. verse 6—at the conclusion of the work of the FATHER,
2. verse 12—at the conclusion of the work of the SON, and now

3. verse 14—at the conclusion of the work of the SPIRIT.
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Barker & Kohlenberger say:

... The Holy Spirit is a “deposit” (GK 775; cf. 2Co 1:22; 5:5). This word is
borrowed from the commercial world and means a deposit or first installment
in hire purchase. It is a token payment assuring the vendor that the full
amount will eventually follow. Paul regards the Holy Spirit as the first
installment of the Christian’s inheritance. At the end of the age God will
redeem his pledge and open the treasuries of heaven to all who are his in
Christ. Meanwhile, the Spirit gives us the assurance that these things will
one day be ours.

p.754

Baxter says:

Inheritance

“In whom [Christ] also we have obtained and inheritance, being
predestinated according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things after
the counsel of His own will.” Never was such an endowment heard of before!
It is those two little words “in whom” which give it such limitless significance.
It is “in HIM who is heir to the whole universe that we have ourinheritance!
And note that we are “predestinated’ to it by “Him who worketh al/things
after the counsel of His own will’; so that not all the powers of darkness can
overthrow the Divine purpose or rob us of our inheritance!
p. 167

Henry says:

The earnest is part of payment, and it secures the full sum. All his influences
are heaven begun, glory in the seed and bud. His comforts are earnests of
everlasting joys. He is said to be the earnest, unti/ the redemption of the
purchase possession. This earnest makes it as sure to the heirs as though
they were already possessed of it; and it is purchased for them by the blood of
Christ.

p. 1849
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Lovett says:

INHERIT. The passive form of this word in the Greek is capable of a double
meaning. The Authorized Version says we are allotted an inheritance in
Christ, the Revised Version says, we are Christ’s allotted inheritance. Both
are true. Taken together they enrich each other. Consequently we are His
and He is ours. We become His property, purchased by His blood. Yet, since
we are “in Him”, we become “joint heirs” of all that is His in glory (Rom. 8:17;
1 Cor. 3:21, 23).

p. 90

McGee says:

Earnest money is the money that is put forth as a down payment and pledge
on a piece of property. It means you want them to hold the property for you.
It also means that you promise there is more money to follow. The Holy
Spirit is our earnest money. He has been given as a pledge and token that
there is more to follow in the way of spiritual blessings. We have already
seen that we have an inheritance—there is more to follow. The Holy Spirit is
that earnest, that guarantee.

p. 226

Simpson & Bruce say:

Furthermore, this Divine Indweller, independent of national distinctions,
who causes men to differ from their former selves by His subduing energy, is
Himself the Earnest of the glorious inheritance already foreshadowed (2 Cor.
1:22).

p. 35
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(Lectures to My Students by C. H. Spurgeon) Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth
Trust. Copyright— Unknown, 2008.

Our great object of glorifying God is, however, to be mainly achieved by
the winning of souls. We must see souls born unto God. If we do not, our cry
should be that of Rachel, ‘Give me children, or I die.” If we do not win souls,
we should mourn as the husbandman who sees no harvest, as the fisherman
who returns to his cottage with an empty net, or as the huntsman who has in
vain roamed over hill and dale. Ours should be Isaiah’s language uttered
with many a sigh and a groan—"Who hath believed our report? and to whom
1s the arm of the Lord revealed/” The ambassadors of peace should not cease
to weep bitterly until sinners weep for their sins.

If we intensely desire to see our hearers believe on the Lord Jesus, how
shall we act in order to be used of God for producing such a result?

p. 413

(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand
1llustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C.
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Oswego, IL: Fox River Press.
Copyright— Fox River Press, 2005.

The Lord pours most into those who are most empty of self.
p. M-519

The only endowment necessary for success in the ministry is the endowment
of the Holy Ghost. 3048.341
p. M-551
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(Life on the Highest Plane: A Study of the Spiritual Nature and Needs of
Man by Ruth Paxson) Chicago, IL: Moody Press. Copyright—The
Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, 1928.

It is the Holy Spirit who works within the believer to bring him to
make the choice between self and Christ. But as He works He is opposed,
thwarted, challenged and resisted every step of the way by that bitter
opponent. “The flesh” works as diligently to keep the believer fleshly as the
Spirit works to make him spiritual.

Galatians 5:17, “For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and
the Spirit against the flesh- for these are contrary the one to the
other.”

Romans 7 records the victory of “the flesh” and we see the Holy Spirit
ignored, silenced, thwarted and quenched. Romans 8 records the victory of
the Holy Spirit and we see Him victorious, active, regnant and supreme.

p. 314

(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C.
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Oswego, IL: Fox River Press.

Copyright— Fox River Press, 2005.

He has not been content with less than making us joint-heirs with Himself,
so that we might have equal possessions. He has emptied all His estate into
the coffers of the Church, and hath all things common with His redeemed.
ME364

My Master has riches beyond the count of arithmetic, the measurement of
reason, the dream of imagination, or the eloquence of words. They are
unsearchable/ ME471

The man who can truly say, “The Lord is mine,” hath an inheritance which
death cannot wither, which space cannot compass, which time cannot limit,
which eternity cannot explore 1423.387

p. 246
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand
1llustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C.
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Oswego, IL: Fox River Press.
Copyright— Fox River Press, 2005.

DEMON POSSESSION 3

Satan 1s not inside our heart now; he entered into Judas, but he cannot enter
into us; for our soul is filled by another who is well able to hold His own. GS116
p. 116

(Embraced by the Spirit: The Untold Blessings of Intimacy with God by
Charles R. Swindoll) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright—
Charles R. Swindoll, 2010.

When you are inhabited by someone else, you're able to accomplish what you
could never do on your own.

I love the piano but when I sit down to play, those black-and-white
keys groan. The piano knows it’s not being played well. However, if I were to
bring into our home the maestro Van Cliburn and have him sit down at that
same piano and begin to play, our piano would sound the way a piano ought
to sound. I would stand back, shake my head, and say, “How wonderful! Our
piano is so happy and so are all of us who are listening to you today.”

Let’s go further. What if Van Cliburn said to me, “You know what,
Chuck? I have the supernatural ability to give you my skill and my heart so
that you can play like I play.”

I would say, “You're kidding.”

“No. Are you ready?”

And I'd say, “Yeah, of course!”

He'd do his magic and suddenly, I'd be Van Cliburn! I would sit down
and begin playing Chopin’s “Polonaise,” Beethoven, Bach, and all kinds of
fancy Mozart finger work. I'd be improvising up and down the keyboard on
some of the great hymns as well. It would be wonderful. I'd be amazed at
this ability to do what I could never have done on my own.

Then I'd start thinking, Hey, I'm pretty good. Hey, honey,
Cynthia...come in here and listen to me! And suddenly, my Chopin pieces
would change back into “Chopsticks.”

Why? Because when you’re operating in the power of the Spirit, you
don’t operate for your own glory. If anything is being carried out, it’s being
carried out for God’s glory. But when the flesh takes over, the enablement of
the Spirit ceases.
pp. 71-72

Ephesians/Lecture Notes/Ephesians #1 — Ephesians 1 1-14.doc



150

(A Place of Healing: Wrestling with the Mysteries of Suffering, Pain, and
God’s Sovereignty by Joni Eareckson Tada) Colorado Springs, CO:
David C. Cook. Copyright— Joni Eareckson Tada, 2010.

I don’t know if I'll ever see a miraculous healing this side of my
gravestone. But I do know that usually after forty years of testing, after the
forty-year trial, there are always moments of victory, power, and jubilation.
It’s been ages since a Maryland crab and a broken neck began the unfolding
of God’s plan for me and for the ministry I lead to reach other disabled people
with God’s loving-kindness. All I know is each ensuing year brings more
people with disabilities into the fellowship of sharing in Christ’s sufferings.
More people who desire to live to the glory of God. More people whose
miracle is a heaven-sent smile, not in spite of the paralysis, but because of it.
pp. 100-101

(Happily Ever After: Walking with Peace and Courage Through a Year of
Divorce by Kristin Armstrong) New York, NY: FaithWords.
Copyright— Kristin Armstrong, 2007.

STEP OUT IN GRATITUDE

Give thanks to the Lord.
PSALM 105:1

Thank You, Lord, for carrying me through this day.

Thank You, Lord, for strengthening me beyond my circumstances today.
1 praise You, Lord, for Your healing hands surrounding my heart.

Thank You, Lord, for quieting my anxious thoughts.

I praise You, Lord, that You work all things together for my good.

Thank You, Lord, for protecting the innocence of my children.

I praise You, Lord, that You never allow me to take a single step without

Your guidance.

Thank You, Lord, that You are Lord over all my relationships.
Thank You, Lord, for being Lord over every area of my life.

One morning during my quiet time, I changed my whiny petitions into
confident statements of gratitude. Although at the time my situation felt
overwhelming, I decided to be hopeful and thankful instead of discouraged and
fearful. It was a step of faith that got me going in the right direction. My
prayer life was permanently altered that day as I learned the power of praise.

Amen!

p. 163
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(Happily Ever After: Walking with Peace and Courage Through a Year of
Divorce by Kristin Armstrong) New York, NY: FaithWords.
Copyright— Kristin Armstrong, 2007.

SWEET REDEMPTION

This says the Lord, your Redeemer; the Holy One of
Israel, “T am the Lord your God, who teaches you to
profit, who leads you in the way you should go.”
ISAIAH 48:17

I love Jesus’ title of Redeemer.

He can redeem any person, any life, and any circumstance. Nothing is
too much, too messy, too far gone, or too hard for Him. He works all things
together for good for those who love Him.

He tells us that we belong to Him; just as He belongs to us. He teaches
us to profit—in all ways. We profit financially by using the gifts He gives us.
We profit mentally by gaining wisdom through experience and emotionally by
learning to make good choices in love. W profit physically by living in a state
of balance and health. We profit spiritually by focusing on eternity instead of
present pain. He will lead us when we hand the reins of our lives over to
Him.

We must give up control and allow Him to redeem us, bless us, prosper
us, and guide us.

p.- 173

Ephesians/Lecture Notes/Ephesians #1 — Ephesians 1 1-14.doc



152

We have had a PANORAMIC VIEW of the MASTER PLAN:
God the Father selected us,
God the Son provides the purchased price through His own blood, and
God the Spirit seals us to complete the transaction whereby we become
“GOD’S PROPERTY.”

There are TWO QUESTIONS I would raise at this point:

1. Are you living life in view of God’s master plan? Do you belong
to God the Father or to another?

2. Are you living your life as a Christian in view of the fact that
God has a specific plan for your life that relates to the master
plan of the One who is working all things according to the
purpose of His will?
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CONCLUSION:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?

LESSON #1: Salvation involves all three Persons of the Trinity: God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

LESSON #2: The Master Plan brings everything together in Christ.

LESSON #3: We are bought by the Son and branded by the Spirit.

LESSON #4: Man has no part in the Master Plan.

LESSON #5: The will of God is primary in the Master Plan for reference to it
occurs in verse 1, verse 5, verse 9, and verse 11.

LESSON #6: It is required of us as sinners to taste of God’s grace before we
will ever know of His peace.

LESSON #7: In the Master Plan we have experienced “every spiritual
blessing.” Seven of them have been outlined in our study: (1) election;
(2) adoption; (3) redemption; (4) forgiveness of sins; (5) God’s purpose;
(6) sealing; and (7) inheritance.

LESSON #8: The Father chose us “before the foundation of the world” for
two purposes: (1) “that we should be holy” and (2) “that we be . . .
blameless before Him” (verse 4).

LESSON #9: Verse 5 in our passage begins with “love” and ends with “good
pleasure of His will.” “In love having decided upon us beforehand for
adoption as sons through Jesus Christ for Himself, according to the
good pleasure of His will.”
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LESSON #10: We are safe and secure in the Beloved, that is our Lord Jesus
Christ.

LESSON #11: The redemption price for our salvation is the blood of the Lord
Jesus Christ.

LESSON #12: Peter tells us in 1 Peter 1:4 that we are “to obtain an
inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade
away, reserved in heaven for you” (NASB).

LESSON #13: The seal of the Holy Spirit guarantees a finished transaction.

LESSON #14: The Holy Spirit is “the first installment of our inheritance”
(verse 14). He is the engagement ring. He is the guarantee that there
is much more to follow. What a glorious anticipation of eternity!
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Lovett says:

DOWN PAYMENT. The Spirit of God seals us, But He is also an advance on
our future inheritance. We get some of heaven’s wealth right now, an
advance payment IN KIND! Since the initial payment is a PERSON, the
balance of our inheritance is also a Person — JESUS! All that you and I have
awaiting us may be summed in one word — Jesus. He is our wealth and we
are His. Our future satisfactions, glory and thrills and completeness are in
Christ. Isn’t it clear that God is in the people-business? The master plan has
a single objective — people. A people designed to spend eternity with God
capable of bringing Him as much satisfaction as He is to them.

p. 91

(Voices from the Past: Puritan Devotional Readings edited by Richard
Rushing) Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust. Copyright— Richard

Rushing, 2009.

Christ worked out our salvation that we might have peace, joy, heaven
and glory forever. He was set forth sweating blood in agony and wrestling
with the thoughts of death which he was to suffer for our sins. He cried, wept
and mourned under the lashes of justice. He was nailed to the cross with his
arms open wide to show the freeness his merit would be bestowed upon us if
we come. O how heartily he will receive us into his arms! He offers all freely;
yea, he comes in the word of the gospel with the blood running down his face,
tears upon his cheeks, fresh wounds in his hands and feet, and blood still
flowing from his side, to entreat you to accept his gracious offer of
reconciliation. Will you love sin more than grace, and darkness more than
light? Will you shut your eyes to him but open them wide for the pleasures of
the flesh? Will you run the hazard of death in the day of judgment? Will you
despise him and reject his grace? Will you abide in sin until the day of
judgment?

p. 68
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Let’s meditate for a few moments on a poetic piece that brings such deep
conviction:

When I stand at the judgment seat of Christ
And He shows me His plan for me,

The Plan of my life as it might have been
Had He had His way, and I see

How I blocked Him here, and I checked Him there,
And I would not yield my will—

Will there be grief in my Savior's eyes,

Grief, though He loves me still?

He would have me rich, and I stand there poor,
Stripped of all but His grace,

While memory runs like a hunted thing

Down the paths I cannot retrace.

Then my desolate heart will well-nigh break
With the tears that I cannot shed;

I shall cover my face with my empty hands,
I shall bow my uncrowned head...

Lord of the years that are left to me,
I give them to Thy hand;
Take me and break me, mould me to
The pattern Thou hast planned!
Martha Snell Nicholson

(http://www.mercydrops.com/Snell.htm)
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(The Tehran Initiative by Joel C. Rosenberg) Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale
House. Copyright— Joel C. Rosenberg, 2011.

In the stillness of the moment, David looked up into the night sky, at
the twinkling stars sprinkled across the heavens. He tried to imagine what
God looked like, tried to imagine meeting Jesus face to face one day. And
then, feeling compelled in his spirit, he got down on his knees on the
pavement of Route 56 and put his forehead on the ground.

“O God in heaven, One True God, most kind and merciful God of the
universe, maker of heaven and earth, my Creator, my Master, please have
mercy on me tonight. I am the worst of sinners. I have been given so much,
but I have squandered it all. You have been calling me, but I have been going
my own way. I have been resisting You for so long, yet You have not given up
on me. Thank You, O Lord. Thank You so much. Please forgive me for
everything I have done in my miserable, godless, selfish life. I am so sorry. 1
know You are there. I know You are calling me. My heart is racing. I can
feel Your hand on my life.”

David looked up briefly as two trucks went by, but they were not the
ones he was looking for. So he bowed down again to keep praying.

“But far more important than what I feel, O Lord, is that I now know
that the Bible is Your Word. I know it alone contains the true words of life.
And I know, too, that Jesus is Your Son and the only true Messiah. I know it
because You have revealed it to me. I don’t pretend to understand it all right
now. But I believe. And if You will accept me, I want to follow You. Please
accept me, O God. I believe Jesus died on the cross for me. I believe He rose
for me. I see what He has done—what You have done—to save my friends
Najjar and Dr. Birjandi, to change them so completely, and I want what they
have. I want to know that I'm going to heaven when I die. I want to know
that all my sins are forgiven. I want the joy and peace and sense of purpose
and direction they have, even when life is hard—especially when life is hard.”

He was quiet for a moment. All was quiet.

“I don’t know what else to pray, Lord. Ijust want to say that ... well.
.. I'love You, and I need You. ... And as of tonight, I promise to follow You
forever, so long as You will help me and lead me all the way. Amen.”

There were no angels singing. There were no flames of fire. But David
knew God was listening and had answered his prayer.
pp. 324-5
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I feel like singing that wonderful old hymn:
Come, Thou Fount

Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above;
Praise His name! I'm fixed upon it!
Name of God’s redeeming love.

Hither-to Thy love has blest me;
Thou hast bro’t me to this place;
And I know Thy hand will bring me
Safely home by Thy good grace.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Bought me with His precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be!

Let Thy goodness, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee:
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love;
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it;
Seal it for Thy courts above.

(“Come, Thou Fount” by Robert Robinson. 7he New Church Hymnal, Lexicon
Music, Inc., 1976. #263)
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