A Practical Study of ROMANS
The Gift of God’s Grace

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness™

Study Number Ten - The How of the Relationship -
Romans 5:12-21

We're talking about “God Wants a Relationship and Not a
Performance.”

To a lot of people this is really a problem. And yet when we
start in the book of Genesis and we go clear through the book
of Revelation, God’s whole purpose in creating us was for
relationship.

And independent of our performance—performance or lack of
1it—He loves us unconditionally. And yet we are so
performance oriented, we want to earn something from God.
We want to earn salvation by human works. And finally we
discover it’s all of God’s grace and by faith we receive a gift to
come into this relationship with Him.

Finally having discovered that, then we turn around as

Christians and try to perform for Him. We do this and we do

that and we do the other thing and we're running and

spinning our wheels in every direction trying to perform for

God some acts of kindness and greatness while we live here.
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And we think that in the process of that, we're becoming
spiritual giants. And God 1s just saying, “Sit down! Be still
and know that I'm God. Get to know Me.” And with Mary we
must learn to find our place sitting at His feet, learning from
Him principles of the Word, communicating to Him the
anxieties of our heart and our life.

In the first study we discovered that the apostle 1s selling a
product and it’s free. His product is the righteousness of God.
Every man must have it. And when we have a product we
create a need.

In chapter 1 he creates the need for the Gentile world. In
chapter 2, for the Jewish world. And when we come down to
the end of chapter 3, he says, “all have sinned and come short
of the glory of God.”

So all of us have a need for righteousness that is not our own.
Why? Our righteousnesses will not gain acceptance in the
presence of God.

Then in chapter 4 he tells us how the righteousness becomes
ours through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Abraham was the
great 1llustration. He believed God and it was counted to him
for righteousness.

And then we started in chapter 5 where our study is
beginning. In our last study we talked about the RESULTS of
the relationship. How can we really tell whether we’re a
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Christian or not? How can we really know that we’re not just
tossing around banter and words and theological terminology?
That we do have a relationship with Jesus Christ? What are

the manifestations to give us that assurance that we are His
child?

Well we looked at eight of them.

1. The first was PEACE with God.

2. The second was the right and privilege of coming into His
presence as His sons and daughters—ACCESS there.

3. Third it was HOPE and the anticipation of the glory of
God.

We don’t look to the now, we look to what’s coming soon when
we go to be with Him.

4. Fourth, the believer has the strange ability to GLORY in
tribulation.

He endures difficulty because God i1s sovereignly using all the
events of life to produce character. And that character issues
in a hope that the work God has begun in developing
Christlike character, He will continue to complete until we're
in His presence.

5. Then fifth we noted LOVE is expressed from the heart of
the person who knows Christ.



It 1s an obvious manifestation of the Spirit’s presence in our
life that we express love. A God-like kind of love. It is poured
out 1in our heart.

6. Next an indication that we’re a Christian is the
PRESENCE and the residence of the Holy Spirit who came
into our life at the very moment we expressed faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Then we noted, seventh, we are SAVED from wrath.

The world 1s fast moving toward the time when great
difficulty and judgment is going to come on the world. All eyes
are on the Middle East. We see these conclaves, we hear about
these discussions, we hear about these talks broken off, we
hear about these differences of opinion.

If we know anything of the prophetic Word at all, we are
seeing displayed the drama of human history lining up the
nations and the power for the coming conclusion of this world.

As a believer we escape the wrath that is yet coming because
our wrath was bore by our substitute Jesus Christ.

8. And then we noted finally that we have received a
RECONCILIATION.

Now those were big words. The word received tells us that it
was a gift. Just like we receive gifts at Christmas time. We
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didn’t work for them, someone gave us a gift. And when we
come by faith, God gives us a gift. Not that we deserve it. Not
that we worked for it. But He gives us the gift of His Son.

John 3:16

God so loved the world that He gave...
Paul says “an unspeakable gift.” (ref. 2 Corinthians 9:15)

This 1s a gift beyond words and description. This gift is ours
by faith if we’ll just reach out and take this gift. We must have
this gift. It is our American Express card that’s good in glory
and we’ll not get there on any of our own human effort or
works that we would try to perform.

Now what does the word “reconciliation” mean?

We received a reconciliation. We’ve heard couples talk and
sometimes maybe they're having a lot of problems. And then
when something begins to meld together, what do they say?
We say, well they finally are reconciled. In other words, we
have feuding factions finally reconciled and then there are the
evidences that we’ve seen here. This 1s true of our relationship

with God.

If we were to describe reconciliation, we’'d like to use a homely
hand illustration. Let’s pretend that our left hand 1s God. God
1s lonely and wants a relationship so He created man for that
purpose.



It was God’s original intention that this relationship be a face:
to-face relationship and it was such in the Garden. Then man
feels he’s missing something so he says, “I will” and he chooses
to go 1n his own direction. God has not changed. Man i1s
changed in the picture.

Now what 1s God going to do by the fact that man has gone
over here and a wall has been erected for us called the WALL
OF SIN? God 1s holy and He can’t look on sin. The
relationship has been broken by this wall and here’s man over
here.

God says the only thing He can do now 1s to deal with the
wall, deal with the separation, in order to provide a
reconciliation for man.

The only alternative God has is to become human flesh and
live apart from this wall. And by His perfect performance of
all the legal requirements, fulfilling perfectly in His life a pure
and complete track record—He 1s without sin—He died on a
cross 2,000 years ago.

When He died on that cross we now have a cross where we
have a wall. There still 1s not a relationship we see. Man is
still here. But God in the Gospel 1s announcing the Good
News.

There 1s the potential for a restored, renewed, beautiful
relationship! And it’s all ours if we’ll just turn around by faith
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and accept all He’s done in this cross. And reconciliation 1is
man and God back face-to-face with a cross in between.

Basically that’s reconciliation.

Now we're going to talk about the heaviest of theological
passages in the whole of the New Testament.

If we got a hold of this truth in this passage and we
understand it, everything else will be like hen scratches from
the water that we’re going to wade in? That’s true!

When we look at the Word and we see these verses and we get
a hold of this, we've been in heavy theological traffic. Just take
1t by faith.

Now after he speaks of the results of the relationship, he’s
going to turn around in these verses and show us the HOW of
1t. How 1s 1t all going to take place?

First of all he’s going to divide mankind in half. He’s going to
tell us that we are either IN ADAM or we’re IN CHRIST.

First we are born into the world. And when we are born into
the world we are born IN ADAM.

And before we die there’s got to be a transfer to another
family. We must be born again into JESUS CHRIST.

There are a lot of people today who substitute a lot of things
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for this transfer. They’ll say join the church, get baptized,
catechized and simonized. Do this, do that, substituting all
sorts of things. But basically the “how” of this relationship is
we have to do something about it and that is by faith take the
gift that He offers us or we’re going to remain in Adam and
we're going to die in our sin. God has no alternative but to
judge that person who refuses to be clear about the fact that
he 1s in Adam and he needs to be born again by the Spirit of
God and placed in Jesus Christ.

So we're talking about two families. All of us are either in one
family or the other. We are not all the children of God. We are
ALL born in Adam and we are born again by the Spirit into
God’s family. We know whether or not we’re His child. He’s
going to develop this truth further as we go along.

The second thing He’s going to show us 1s that the action of
one man can affect the whole race. That’s a principle he has to
make clear. What Adam did in the Garden affected the whole
race. And what Christ did on that Cross affects the whole race
as well.

So we have a contrast. We have Adam and Christ through the
passage.

Alright, having sort of summarized that whole thing, let’s just
start with verse 12.



v. 12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered
the world, and through this sin, death, and so death
spread to all men, because all sinned—

“Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world,
and through this sin, death, and so death spread to all men,
because all sinned—"

Whenever we see a “Therefore” we find out what it’s there for.

He has just finished giving the RESULT'S of the relationship
so now on the basis of that, he’s going to show the HOW of it.

“Therefore, just as through one man”—who’s that “one man”?
Adam—alright we have him named.

“Just as through one man sin entered the world,”

Was sin in existence before Adam?

Hey we got a divided house already! Yes it was 1n existence
before Adam. Satan, the anointed cherub, fell in Isaiah
chapter 14 with the five tragic “I will’s” that preceded this.

Satan took the opportunity to use man’s deliberate
independence and his desire for disobedience and a forbidden
fruit as a door through which sin could enter this world and
tamper with the relationship that God was intending for
man—which was the face-to-face relationship.
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Sin, “through one man”—Adam—“entered the world,”
Now look at the next phrase:

“and through this sin, death, and so death spread to all men,
because all sinned—"

He means by “death” TWO THINGS:
1. He means SPIRITUAL DEATH and

2. He means PHYSICAL DEATH.

Every time we stand at the casket in the funeral parlor, we
are told again that we are sinners, that we’re born in sin.

What Adam did affected us all. The fact that we have one less
week to live than we did last week tells us that we are all
speeding onward to that day of physical demise. We can never
be sure of it because the Bible says life 1s “like a vapor that

appears for a little time and then it just passes away.” (ref.
James 4:14)

The evidence of our temporary dwelling here and the decay of
our mortal body ought to be living demonstrations to us that
what Adam did and the consequences of that led to a physical
death—and a spiritual death because the relationship was
broken. So man is TWICE DEAD. And that death spread to all
men.
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Now see why we have to say that man was born in sin? We are
sinful. Because we're sinful we are dying twice—physically
and spiritually—unless we do something about it.

By the sin of Adam, all of man is alienated from God. In Adam
we're made sinners. In Adam we die. And it’s going to get neat
because we're going to see what it does as a result of the Lord
Jesus, but we’ll get there.

We’re born in sin. And because we're born in sin, we're going
to die.

Now let’s just move right on if we might and note that the
reason Adam did this is the same reason a lot of us act the
way we do. We let our Adamic nature come to the surface.

Adam’s not content with everything he’s been given in the
Garden. “This 1s my garden and if it’s my garden, I have the
right to everything that’s in it. And it just bugs the fire out of
me that there’s just a couple of trees that I can’t have! After
all, this 1s my garden and I'll take of that tree.”

How many people do we hear with that same haughty nature?
“This 1s my life and I'll live it the way I want. I'm the master
of my fate and the captain of my salvation!”

When Adam does that, that’s the point where sin enters the
world.
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Here’s an 1llustration:

There’s a dear old saintly preacher who had two weeks of
ministry down in the southern states so he stayed in the same
hotel. And every morning at breakfast he was greeted by the

little waitress who was working the morning shift by the
name of Mildred.

Mildred could see a saintly and Christlike twinkle in his eye
and so they struck up a conversation. And the first morning he
says “Mildred, are you a Christian?”

And she entered into this great discourse on how she cared for
her aged mother. And how she tried to live by the 10
commandments and she tried to keep her life straight. That
went on for two weeks.

Finally the last week the dear old fellow said “Mildred, would
you do something for me?” She said “I'd do anything for you.”
He said “Would you go into the kitchen and bring me a
pancake?”

“Oh yay, be glad to!”

“Mildred, hold it. On your way I want you to just have the chef
cook i1t on one side.”

“Oh yuck! You're not going to want that sir.”

“Mildred, you said you'd do what I want.”
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You can hear Mildred disgruntled along the way. She goes to
the kitchen and as she goes through the swinging doors you
can hear the loud, loud opposition of a chef who is repulsed by
the thought of bringing the pancake that is only cooked on the
underside.

When the pancake arrives at the table, she says “Isn’t that
awful?”

And he said “Yes it 1s. Mildred, that’s a picture of you. You
Mildred for two weeks, from your point of view, you're really
cooked on the underside. But what God sees on the upper side
1s that gooey, unpalatable mess. And from your perspective it
looks great, but from God’s it looks horrible.”

And he used that verse “That which 1s highly esteemed among
men 1s abomination in the sight of God.”

Our righteousnesses are like filthy rags to God. It was there
as a result of the impact of that illustration that she prayed to
receive Christ, gaining a righteousness which was not her own
through a relationship with the Lord Jesus.

(source unknown)

It’s neat to know that we’re half-baked pancakes but Jesus
came to break the power of canceled sin to set the prisoner
free. And we glory not in our own righteousness but in His
that was given to us as a gift by faith in His Son.
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v. 13 For until Law sin was in the world; but sin is not
put to one’s account where there is no law.

“For until Law sin was in the world; but sin 1s not put to one’s
account where there 1s no law.”

He wants to show us something. He wants to show us right
from the beginning that what Adam did affected everybody,
even before the time of the giving of the Law to Moses.

What did people do between Adam and Moses because there
wasn’t any Law? “Thou shalt not.” People would say, “Since
there’s no Law, I guess no sin.” That’s not true.

He says here, “until Law sin was in the world.”

People started dying with Adam and they just died right on
down clear to Moses. And that was an indication of the fact
that they too were sinful.

“but sin 1s not put to one’s account where there is no law.”

Now what does the Law have to do with all of this? There are
a lot of people who are sure mixed up on that.

There was a guy who introduced this fellow and he was just
making a big deal about how great this guy was. And he says,
“The neatest thing about this guy is he really tries to live by
the 10 commandments!”
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Oh man. Everybody said, “Oh that’s great!” We think that way
too sometimes. We all think it’s just a good thing. “If I live by
the 10 commandments and the golden rule, God after all He’s
the author of that deal and He'll let me in if I do the best I can
with that.” So we're living by that performance.

Then after we become Christians we get messed up in the
same way. We come into the relationship with Christ and then
we turn around and think we have to live by the 10
commandments and the golden rule again. And we spend our
Christian life just perform, perform, perform. Guilt, guilt,
guilt, because we're not doing too well. We did pretty well. Not
too good. And on and off we go in the relationship.

That 1s not the purpose of the Law! If there’s one thing this
series of studies will do, 1t'll really straighten us out on the
purpose of the Law.

What was the Law to do in this verse? The Law, when it
comes in and says, “Thou shalt not,” it is showing us that we
already did. And because we did, it puts sin to our account.

Sin 1s a broken Law.
What does the Law do? The Law stimulates sin.

See how silly for us to think we could be made righteous by it?
We know that we have a nature inside us the minute we say,
“Thou shalt not,” we say “I will too because I'm missing
something.” And it actually shows us our sin!
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And secondly it just stimulates it. That old nature just goes
wild when we put Law to it. Paul’s going to tell us that in just
a minute.

There was a little old lady in a church, she objected to them
reading the 10 commandments every Sunday. She said it’s
just putting ideas in people’s heads. And that’s right! The Law
does that.

Now why did God bring the Law into the picture in the first
place? The Law came to show us our need for righteousness.

Now 1sn’t that neat? It’s so simple.

First we know we’re going to die. But God knows man’s
nature. And God knows that we’ll do everything we can to
avold admitting that we're a sinner. It’s hard for us to get the

message that we're wrong and we need a right relationship
with God.

So God says, “I'm going to give a Law and when I give a Law
and you take the Law and you look at it, you're going to say

‘Whoo! I fall short! Wow I need help! Nothing like a Law
around to show me I broke 1t.”

So God gave the Law to increase and to make it clear to us
that we all broke i1t and therefore we're rejected unless we
have something which He has to provide in righteousness
which 1is ours.
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He says between Adam and Moses sin was there, there just
wasn’t any Law. And when we bring the Law into the picture,
1t Just imputes it to our account. Then we know what we

broke.

Okay, let’s go on to verse 14.

v. 14 But death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over
those who had not sinned in the likeness of Adam’s
offense, who is a type of the One who was to come.

“But death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who
had not sinned in the likeness of Adam’s offense, who is a type
of the One who was to come.”

Alright, take one phrase at a time.

“death reigned from Adam to Moses”—so everybody are
sinners.

“even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of Adam’s
offense”—in other words, they didn’t take some of the fruit off
the tree in the Garden. Because as soon as they did that, they
were put out. The cherubim were put there at the Garden and
then they never went back in. But they sinned between Adam
and Moses.

How do we know that? What about Genesis 6:5?
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Genesis 6:5

God saw the wickedness of man was great on the earth and
that every imagination of the thoughts of heart were only evil
continually.

So what did God do? He put Noah and his three sons and their
wives and a bunch of animals in the boat, shut the door and
brought judgment to the place. There was sin between Adam
and Moses.

Adam “is a type,”—an example—“of the One who is to come.”

There’s our clue. He by CONTRAST 1s going to contrast the
other head who 1s going to come. He’s the first head and he
affected the whole human race by disobedience and by sin.

Pretty soon the other head’s going to come. Genesis 3:15
predicted it. And that head 1s going to bring righteousness and
life instead of death and sin. So by contrast, they’re examples.

What Adam did affected the whole race and what Christ did
on that Cross potentially affects the whole race.

Skeptics say, “Oh, you mean that when he bit that apple, or
whatever 1t was back there 1n the Garden, that it affected the
whole race huh? We're all born in sin? And just because some
guy died on a cross 2,000 years ago you mean that today,
2,000 years later, that by faith in what He did on that Cross
2,000 years ago 1s going to make any difference?”
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“Right on! You have spoken theology.”

Romans 5 tells us that. What Adam did affected us. We are
born in sin. Even our little babies are. At the moment we are
born in this world, we are born of that nature. We inherit from
Adam and we have to do something about it and be born again
by the Spirit of God, into God’s family and into Jesus Christ or
we're not ready for our eternal destiny.

v. 15 But the gracious gift is not like the transgression.
For if by the transgression of the one the many
died, much more the grace of God and the gift by
grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abound to
many.

“But the gracious gift’—isn’t that a neat way to talk about
Jesus?

“But the gracious gift is not like the transgression. For if by
the transgression of the one the many died,”

Now who’s “the one”? Adam

“the many died, much more”—we’re going to get back a whole
lot more in Jesus than we ever lost in Adam—“the grace of
God and the gift by grace”™—or Jesus—“of the one man, Jesus
Christ, will abound to the many.”

In Adam there’s one thing. In Christ there’s something else.
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It'll “ABOUND.” It’s like a big bucket just flowing over.
There’s all you need in Jesus Christ.

v. 16 And the gift is not like that which came through
the one who sinned; for on the one hand the
judgment was out of one transgression, resulting in
condemnation, but on the other hand the gracious
gift was out of many transgressions resulting in
justification.

“And the gift is not like that which came through the one who
had sinned; for on the one hand the judgment was out of the
one transgression, resulting in condemnation,”—there’s
Adam—but”—CONTRAST—"on the other hand the gracious

gift was out of many transgressions resulting in justification.”

What does he mean “the gracious gift was out of many
transgressions”?

Between Adam and the Lord Jesus there were many
transgressions. And through that great picture of
transgression from Adam to Christ, when He died on that

Cross, He died for all that.

When Jesus finally died on the Cross and He said “It is
finished,” He took care of all the sins of the Old Testament
that were covered by the sacrificial animals and He took care
of all the sins of the future and all the sins of the present.

His death on the Cross took care of the sin problem
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potentially. By His death, He made provision for the sins of
the whole world. John tells us in 1 John.

v. 17 For if by the transgression of the one, death
reigned through that one, much more those who
are receiving the abundance of grace and of the gift
of righteousness will reign in life through the One,
Jesus Christ.

“For if by the transgression of the one,”—Adam—“death
reigned through that one, much more those who are receiving
the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness™—

Jesus Christ—“will reign in life through the One, Jesus
Christ.”

It’s a gift. And it’s a gift of the righteousness that we need to
put us in right relationship with God.

When we receive that “gift of righteousness” it says we “will
reign in life.”

What does Paul mean when he says after we become a
Christian we begin to “reign in life”? We begin to act like a
king in life.

That means that life can’t do a thing to us as a Christian to
get us down. Life can’t do a thing to us when we have a proper
perspective in the relationship to nail us to the wall. And
shame on us if we're living under our circumstances. We

should be above them.
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“They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.
They shall mount up with wings as eagles, they shall run and
not be weary. They shall walk and not faint.” (ref. Isaiah
40:31)

We have a guy like the apostle Paul and he says in 2
Corinthians 4: “we’re troubled on every side but we’re not
distressed, we're perplexed but we're not in despair. We're
persecuted but not forsaken, we’re cast down but not
destroyed. We're always carrying about in the body of the
dying of the Lord Jesus. But life also of Jesus might be
manifested in our body.” (ref. 2 Corinthians 4:8-10).

Philipps translates it this way: “We may be knocked down but;
we're never knocked out.”

We just keep on trucking.

2 Corinthians 2:14

we're always being led in a constant pageant of triumph.

When we become a believer, we see God working everything
together in our life for good, we're reigning in life. Whatever
touches us doesn’t nail us to the floor. We recognize quickly
that God’s working in our life. And like we learned in our last
study, we can even glory in our tribulations because it’s
producing the quality of endurance.
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v. 18 So then, as through one transgression to all men
there resulted condemnation; so also through one
act of righteousness, to all men there resulted
justification of life.

“So then, as through one transgression to all men there
resulted condemnation;”

Now 1s that any clearer?

Because of what Adam did, we are under “condemnation.”
We're under judgment as far as God’s concerned.

Now people don’t preach that. They don’t teach it. They say,
“We're all children of God and we just do the best we can and
1t’ll all be okay.”

There’s not a chapter and verse on that anywhere. We're
under “condemnation.” We're born in sin. We're dying
physically. We're dead spiritually and unless we come to faith
in Jesus Christ and take this gift of righteousness that’s ours,
we're doomed for eternity. We'll stay under condemnation
until we're delivered from that by the One who took that
judgment upon Himself.

And then look at the rest of that verse. Isn’t that beautiful?

“so also through one act of righteousness, to all men there
resulted justification of life.”
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Potentially now “all men” can be freed from “condemnation”
and judgment by what Christ did.

Now the HOW of the relationship is in verse 19.

v. 19 For just as through the disobedience of the one
man the many were constituted sinners, so also
through the obedience of the One the many will be

constituted righteous.

“For just as through the disobedience of the one man”—
Adam—*“the many were constituted sinners,”

See? Born 1n sin.

“so also through the obedience of the One the many will be
constituted righteous.”

See the PAST TENSE and the FUTURE TENSE there?
What’s the past tense?
What Adam did was that they “were constituted sinners.”

What Christ did, they “will be constituted righteous.” That is
when they come to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Sin and death have one source—Adam.

Life, righteousness and peace have one source—dJesus Christ.
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v. 20 Now Law entered in alongside in order that the
transgression might multiply; but where sin
multiplied, grace was present in greater
abundance,

“Now the Law entered in alongside in order that the
transgression might multiply; but where sin multiplied, grace
was present in greater abundance,”

Now 1sn’t that just about as clear as we can tell why the Law
came in? Why did the Law come in? Look at the phrase there.

“In order that the transgression might multiply;”

What’s that mean? That means that God gave the Law to
Moses so that our sins would just multiply. And when our sins
multiply, what’s that tell us? We have a need.

Just one sin, we try to justify ourselves. “Well I'm not so bad.
You know God will just overlook that one.”

But when it just keeps stacking up, pretty soon we're getting
the message that we’re at fault! We're wrong! There’s
something wrong with us.

And the Law was given to “multiply” it so we couldn’t escape.
Actually the Law was a LOVE GIFT from God so we couldn’t
escape In any way being convinced that we need righteousness
that comes in Christ.
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The Bible says “whosoever shall keep the whole Law and
offend in one point, he’s guilty of all.” (ref. James 2:10).

We only have to break it once and we’re done. So we start
down through the 10 commandments.

Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.
Thou shalt not commit adultery.

“Well at least I haven’t done that! Well the Lord knew that.
He said, ’look on a woman and lust after her, you've already
committed adultery in your heart.”

Thou shalt not kill.

“Oh man I haven’t killed anybody.” Well the Lord knew that
too. He said that whenever we get angry with our brother
we've already broken it.

That’s what the Law’s supposed to do. We’re not supposed to
be trying to live by that thing. Trying with God by living by it.
God brought it into the picture. It came alongside. It’s not one
of the big actors in the play. It’s so that our sin might multiply
so we’d be convinced of the fact that we needed a
righteousness that wasn’t ours.
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There are three things to put this all together:
1. Adam,
2. Moses, and

3. Christ.

Next to Adam write the word SIN—because that’s what we've
looked at in the past.

Next to Moses write NEED—because that’s what the Law’s
supposed to do.

And then next to Christ write the word ANSWER—there’s an
answer to our need, or the solution.

Adam—sin,

Moses—the need, and

Christ—the answer.

The Law 1s a part of God’s plan. It’s impossible to teach man
to abandon his confidence in himself so God gave the Law to
show man that he had a need for this righteousness that He
was providing.

Now that brings us to the last verse. Let’s look at just a couple

others 1n Galatians.
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(GGalatians 3:19, 24, 25

Why then the Law? It was added because of transgressions,
having been ordained through angels by the agency of a
mediator until the seed should come. Therefore the Law’s
become our tutor to lead us to Christ, our school master. That
we may be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we
are no longer under the tutor (or the Law).

When we came to Jesus Christ the Law ended.

The Law ended 1ts domination and its relationship to us
because it had carried out its function. It brought to the Lord
Jesus! We're freed from the Law, oh happy condition! We now
have Christ and there 1s remission! Our sin and broken Law
has been paid for! So don’t make the mistake of trying to
become a performance-oriented Christian by living by that
after coming to the relationship!

That’s the whole impact of this study—God wants a
relationship and not a performance. That’s the HOW of it.

v. 21 in order that just as sin reigned in death, so also
grace might reign through righteousness, resulting
in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

“In order that just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might
reign through righteousness, resulting in eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.”
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This fifth chapter of Romans is great because it starts in verse
1 with Jesus Christ our Lord and it ends in verse 21 with
Jesus Christ our Lord. And He’s responsible for everything in
between.

It 1s a MARVELOUS chapter telling us the results of the
relationship so we can tell whether or not we know Him! And
telling us the HOW of it!

We're born in Adam! We’re born in sin! We're born to die! And
we must by faith, convinced by the Law, that we need Christ!
We need eternal life! We need righteousness! Lest we
experience condemnation and judgment! We come to Him by

faith!

Opening our life, admitting our need, by faith we receive
Christ. And appropriated at that instant is the righteousness
of God that’ll never be changed and we are brought into an
eternal relationship that will never go back to performance
and will never be broken.

“I give unto them eternal life and they shall never perish.
Neither shall anybody take them out of my hand.” (ref. John
10:28)

We are His children now and forever and our relationship will
never be withdrawn for lack of performance because it is an

eternal relationship with Him.
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When people finally catch the theological implications of this
chapter, they go out with a weight lifted. Free to let the Spirit
of God begin the good work of making them like the Lord
Jesus Christ!

Here are the lessons from our passage.
Lesson #1: The claims of God’s righteousness are clearly met
in the death of Christ.

Lesson #2: The kingdom 1s fully and firmly established on the
cross of Christ. All other ground 1s sinking sand.

Lesson #3: The believing sinner now has eternal life by being
united to the last Adam, the raised and glorified Savior.

Lesson #4: We have seen the purpose of the Law coming that
transgression might be revealed.

Lesson #5: It was in Adam that sin made its entry into the
human race and death passed upon all men.

Lesson #6: Through Adam’s sin came condemnation and
judgment, through Christ and His act of righteousness,
through His death upon Calvary’s cross, there is now
justification of life.

Lesson #7: There is forgiveness and cleansing and as a result
of His obedience, many are constituted righteous simply by
appropriating by faith what Christ has done upon Calvary’s
Cross.
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Lesson #8: Just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might
reign through righteousness resulting in eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Our heavenly Father, as we conclude this study, we recognize
that the lines have been clearly drawn. We're either in Your
family or we're not. We’ve been born into the human family in
Adam, born in sin, born under condemnation, born under
death. Our Father, we pray that the simplicity of the message
will be so clear that there’ll be those who by faith will express
their need, being convicted by the Law of their sin. And
recognizing the provision in the lovely Lord Jesus as a
gracious gift, they now can have life, light. Freed from
judgment and wrath which 1s yet to come, into a beautiful
relationship in Your family, becoming Your sons and Your
daughters. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of ROMANS

The Gift of God’s Grace

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness”

Study Number Ten - The How of the Relationship -

Romans 5:12-21

v. 12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world,
and through this sin, death, and so death spread to all men,
because all sinned—

v. 13 For until Law sin was in the world; but sin is not put to one’s
account where there is no law.

v. 14 But death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who
had not sinned in the likeness of Adam’s offense, who 1s a type of
the One who was to come.

v. 15 But the gracious gift is not like the transgression. For if by
the transgression of the one the many died, much more the grace
of God and the gift by grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abound
to many.

v. 16 And the gift is not like that which came through the one who
sinned; for on the one hand the judgment was out of one
transgression, resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand
the gracious gift was out of many transgressions resulting in
justification.

v. 17 For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through
that one, much more those who are receiving the abundance of
grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the
One, Jesus Christ.

v. 18 So then, as through one transgression to all men there
resulted condemnation; so also through one act of righteousness, to
all men there resulted justification of life.

v. 19 For just as through the disobedience of the one man the
many were constituted sinners, so also through the obedience of
the One the many will be constituted righteous.
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NOTES

v. 20 Now Law entered in alongside in order that the transgression
might multiply; but where sin multiplied, grace was present in
greater abundance,

v. 21 in order that just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might
reign through righteousness, resulting in eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Romans 5:12-21 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. What is the consequence of Adam’s sin, according to
verse 127

3. What did the law do, according to verse 13?
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4. Who 1s the gift by grace, according to verse 15?

Copyright © 2024 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,

paraphrased and summarized material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.

Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately
attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been compiled by Ronnie Marroquin.

5. Contrast Adam and Christ in verses 17 & 18.
8. What is the result of righteousness, according to verse 217

6. Why the law, according to verse 20?
7. Contrast sin and grace in verse 21.

34



9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: The claims of God’s righteousness are clearly
met in the death of Christ.

LESSON #2: The kingdom 1s fully and firmly established on
the cross of Christ. All other ground is sinking sand.

LESSON #3: The believing sinner now has eternal life by
being united to the last Adam, the raised and glorified
Savior.

LESSON #4: We have seen the purpose of the Law coming
that transgression might be revealed.
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LESSON #5: It was in Adam that sin made its entry into the
human race and death passed upon all men.

LESSON #6: Through Adam’s sin came condemnation and
judgment, through Christ and His act of righteousness,
through His death upon Calvary’s cross, there is now
justification of life.

LESSON #7: There 1s forgiveness and cleansing and as a
result of His obedience, many are constituted righteous
simply by appropriating by faith what Christ has done
upon Calvary’s cross.

LESSON #8: Just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might

reign through righteousness resulting in eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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