A Practical Study of ROMANS
The Gift of God’s Grace

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness™

Study Number Eleven — The Responsibility to the
Relationship - Romans 6:1-10

We're dealing with the book of Romans and the apostle Paul,
in this particular book, is telling us something that’s very
1important. If there were no other books in the Bible to study
but this, 1t would be essential for us to understand this
message.

It cuts across human nature because, first of all, Paul tells us
that our righteousness is not going to gain acceptance in the
presence of God. No matter how good we are, no matter how
hard we try, no matter how good a life we live, 1t’ll always be
stamped with disapproval as far as God 1s concerned.

But that 1s not the end of the dilemma for God has provided a
righteousness in Jesus Christ that’s perfect. It’s the means
whereby we gain eternal life. It’s the means whereby we enjoy
heaven after life is finished here on earth.

Since that’s the requirement, the apostle tells us that we all
have a need for that. And in the first three chapters of
1



Romans he paints a picture of UNIVERSAL NEED for the
Jew and for the Gentile. And he ends it by saying, “all have
sinned and come short of the glory of God.” (ref. Romans 3:23)

In chapter 4 he gives us an Old Testament illustration from
the life of Abraham. “Abraham believed God and it was
counted to him for righteousness.” (ref. Romans 4:3) It’s by the
single condition of faith that a man is made right with God.

In chapter 5, as we picked up our study, we're still talking
about the salvation of the sinner. We noted the results of this
new relationship so we could discern for ourselves whether or

not we're Christians. There are 8 evidences given in Romans
5:1-11.

Then in our last study we discussed the HOW of the
relationship. And we shared what the apostle had to say,
especially in verse 12, that wherefore as by one—Adam—sin
entered into the world and death by sin. And so death passed
upon all men for all have sinned.

As we look at that verse, we realize the apostle’s telling us
that we’re born spiritually dead and we're born to die
physically. Both of those are evidences of the fact that we are
in need of this righteousness and the relationship which can
be ours in Christ.

And if we were to contrast that last study we would say all of
us are either on one side or the other. We are either IN ADAM
or we're IN JESUS CHRIST. And only we can answer that
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question about ourselves.

That levels all the labels. That takes everything out of the
picture except a man and a woman, a boy or a girl, a student,
and his or her relationship with Jesus Christ. We're either in
Adam—dead, trespasses and sin—or we’re in Jesus Christ and
we're prepared for our eternal destiny. Before we die it’s
necessary for us to leave Adam and be born again by the Spirit
of God into Jesus Christ.

Now we're leaving the salvation of the sinner and we're going
to begin to talk about the struggles of Christian living. The
first five chapters just talk about the salvation of the sinner.
After we get to chapter six it doesn’t talk about that anymore.
It talks about how we who are Christians with the
righteousness of God begin to reflect that righteousness in our
daily lives.

If we're like the normal Christian , we're probably a great deal
like a man that Ron Dunn describes in his book Victorious
Christian Living.

He says most people, when it comes to the matter of Christian
living, we're like the guy who goes home to his apartment and
when he gets there he realizes to his utter and complete
dismay that when he took a shower in the morning he left the
faucet running. And 1t has proceeded to totally flood his
apartment. So he quickly grabs a mop and he begins to mop
like crazy and he mops and he mops and he mops. The faucet’s
still running, and he mops and he mops and he mops. Pretty

3



soon he realizes he’s not getting ahead and so he goes out and
buys a bigger and better mop and he mops and he mops and
mops.

Still living in a flooded house he realizes that evidently there
are some techniques in mopping that are missing so he goes to
a school on techniques for better mopping. And he learns to
really mop well. He gets a certificate with a gold seal on it
that he graduated from the school of mopping and he goes
back to work and he’s still living in a flooded house.

Pretty soon he realizes that evidently the problem is that he
doesn’t have enough help so he goes to outside help and gets
several professional moppers to come in to work with him.
And the professional moppers get paid for the number of
gallons mopped. And they work and they work and they work.

Well he realizes maybe there’s one other problem and that he
hasn’t dedicated himself to mopping. So he dedicates himself
to mopping and then he makes a lot of vows about mopping.
But he’s still living in a flooded house.

So finally he just decides that evidently God intended for him
to live 1n a flooded house—the faucet’s still running—so he
buys himself a waterbed, some galoshes and a few inner tubes
and settles down living in a flooded house.

(paraphrased)

Are we like that? We've consecrated, we’ve dedicated, we've
committed. We’ve done a jillion things hoping to find the
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assurance that we have a relationship first with Jesus Christ,
then every time we make that decision we turn around and we
commit acts of sin that scare us to death—realizing the fact
that there’s an absence of victory in our life.

If we get a hold of Romans 6, 7 and 8, 1t’'ll revolutionize our
concept to victorious Christian living. That victorious
Christian living is the result of a relationship and not a
performance—which 1s the title of our study.

Natural man says, or even the well-meaning Christian, would
say, “Now that I've become a Christian I'll start living by the
10 commandments and the golden rule and I'll just do the best
I can.”

They have entered into the same frustration that they had
before they became a Christian because they thought they
could live by those things. God gave that to show us our need
for righteousness not to make us righteous. And after we
become a Christian our Christian life becomes empty and
futile. It becomes a lack of victory and we're filled with guilt
over the fact that we’re living in a flooded house.

And the answer to that is to make everybody think it’s alright,
and we talk a real good ballgame. But down inside that we'’re
failing miserably. Down inside we still think those same
thoughts. Down inside we’re living like a big hypocrite and we
don’t like it.

So many times we rush for the paint and the pillows because
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we're not performing well. And when we get those we put on a
big facade and people can’t relate to that. And so we are

content to say, “well I guess God intended for me to just live in
a flooded house.” He didn’t.

Beginning with Romans chapter 6, the apostle’s going to tell
us what happened and how we begin to reflect the
righteousness of Christ, and how we begin to live in real
victory in our day-by-day walk with God.

Let’s pick up at verse 1 of Romans chapter 6.

v. 1 What then shall we say? Are we to continue in sin
in order that grace might increase?

“What then shall we say? Are we to continue in sin in order
that grace might increase?”

See many were disturbed in our last study that we got rid of
the Law. And the apostle said, where sin 1s grace will abound.
And how if we don’t have any Law, everybody’s just going to
do what they want.

So sure enough everybody’s going to sin up a storm. And then
others are going to say, “Oh if there’s sin and wherever there’s
sin there’s more grace.”

If we want to be happy then we’re going to sin because we
want more grace. And the more we sin the more grace there is
and so we sin all the more. A lot of people live by that
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philosophy.
The apostle says here:
“Are we to continue in sin...that grace might increase?”

That question has to come from a sick mind. The reason 1is
because when we entered into a relationship with Jesus
Christ, we entered into a relationship with somebody who
cared enough for us to die on a Cross for that sin. If we have
an authentic relationship with somebody that we deeply love,
we don’t want to do anything to hurt that relationship. And
what’s more, when we find something that hurts the
relationship, we cut it out of our life and we lay it aside
because we're expressing our love to the relationship.

The whole concept 1s so different when we recognize that
we've been brought into a vital living union with a Christ that
died for our sin. We become so sensitive to sin that when the
opportunity presents itself we say, “I love my Savior too much
to continue in that thing so I quit! I'm taking it out of my life.”

Like the writer to the book of Hebrews said:

Hebrews 12:1

I lay aside every weight and the sin which does so easily beset
me and I run with patience the race that’s set before me.

And as a Christian we’re constantly seeing the Holy Spirit
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convicting us of certain areas of our life, not because the Law
says so, but because the Holy Spirit is offended by that in our
life. And it’s thrown aside, not to make us spiritual, because
we want an ever deepening relationship with the Lord Jesus
and we want to become more like Him.

And so to even raise a question like this:

“What shall we say? Are we going to continue in sin now that
we’ve become a Christian just so that grace might abound?”

v. 2 May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still
live in it?

The apostle 1s so repulsed by that, you’ll notice the answer to
1t 1s:

“May it never be!” or

“Perish the thought! Don’t think like that!”

And then he says something else that we need to see and
that’s in the next phrase.

“How shall we who died to sin still live in 1t?”
“What’d you say Paul?”

“How shall we that died to sin still live 1in 1t?”



“What do you mean by that?”

He means just exactly that. When Jesus Christ died upon the
Cross 1,900 years ago, if we're a believer, we died with Him.
We died to the power of sin in our life.

When we came to know Christ, that became a reality in our
life.

We say, “But if I died to sin in the relationship and it’s still in
my life, then evidently I don’t have a relationship.”

Wrong.
The answer to that is this:

When we came to know Christ, we died to sin but sin didn’t
die to us.

Now follow that. When we came to know Christ, we died to sin
but sin didn’t die to us. Sin is a very real power. It’s in the
world today.

The apostle in the struggles of Romans chapter 7 of trying to
live a victorious Christian life will tell us the power of it. And
we by ourselves as a Christian with the Law and the 10
commandments and the golden rule and all the rest of 1t will
not be able to defeat the power of sin that comes and
approaches us as a believer. We are totally powerless when it
comes to the matter of being able to be victorious over sin in
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our personal lives without the power of the indwelling Spirit
who gives the victory.

What is Paul saying then? We “died to sin”?

We died to the rule of sin in our life. We died to the reign of
sin in our life.

Before we became a Christian we were IN ADAM. Right? We
talked about that. We were born in sin.

Now when there was an opportunity to do something or to act;
every time we did something and acted, we committed an act
of sin. We lived under a dictatorship. There was no choice. We
were captivated by one nature that we received in Adam and
everything that we did was tainted by that nature. And the
apostle says that even my rigtheousnesses were like filthy
rags in God’s sight. (ref. Romans 3:10)

So we were dominated by a dictator. I had no choice!

Now what’s the difference when we became a Christian? When
we became a Christian we died to the power of that dictator
and we have been brought into the freedom of a democracy.
We now have a choice as a Christian. We have a choice to
respond to that old Adamic nature that was crucified and it’s
dead but he’s still there and he’ll jump the minute we say
“sic’em.” And every time a Christian sins, he’s responding to
that old dictator that has been disposed of positionally.
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When we sin our new nature does not sin. The new divine life
that came to dwell within as a result of the righteousness in
Jesus Christ can only perform righteousness. But we still have
a right to choose. And in that realm of democracy, God is not
violating our free will any more than He did when we chose to
receive Christ as Savior and to come into the relationship.

Now in victorious Christian living, we have a WILL and we
have a right to CHOOSE. And the reason so many people fail
to experience victory in their lives is because they're
answering the call of the deposed dictator.

Whenever the opportunity presents itself, it’s a reflex action te
respond to him when we get a chance.

We're driving down the freeway and singing, “Let’s just praise
the Lord!” and some guy cuts in on us and we say, “You....!
What happened? Reflex action, in the tenth of a second we've
responded to the old nature! We tore him up! Now what’s
happened? We've affected that relationship. Just that quick i1t
happens and we know it!

What have we done? Our rights have been violated and we
told that old nature to jump out there and get it and we said
1t! We did 1t! Recognize the fact where it came from.

When we become sensitive to the desires of the new nature,

we begin to experience joy. We can just bring that right over

into human life. If we’re married, the more sensitive we

become to our mate’s needs and the things which hurt and
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help and we deal with those things, the happier we are in that
relationship. The same thing is true with our relationship as
parents to our kids.

Sometimes we don’t listen and immediately get defensive.
Sometimes we are like that. We prejudge. We love
conditionally instead of unconditionally. We hurt. And in our
relationships, horizontally, it’s a lot like our relationship up
there. We put ourselves on a performance basis with God and
we hurt because we feel we're falling so far short.

The Lord is just saying, “Look, if you’d just be sensitive to that
new nature that I put within you, by the power of the
indwelling Spirit who energizes that new nature, you could
begin to experience victory in your life. You could begin to
know the joy. You'd quit performing for Me. You'd quit trying
and you’d start deepening the relationship by becoming
sensitive to the things that hurt it.”

And so the apostle 1s saying, “How can we continue to live in
sin, we who died to 1t?”

A young fellow who had just come to know Christ went to his
minister. He wanted to share a few things with him and we
have this classic comment: “I know I'm not what the Lord
wants me to be and I suspect that I'm not what you want me
to be, but I think you’ll both rejoice in the fact that you sure
have taken all the fun out of sin for me.” That’s it.

Another guy said, “Well sir, the way I figured it was my sin is
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what nailed Him to the cross in the first place and I don’t
want to cause Him any more trouble than I already have.”

There’s where 1t 1s. When we recognize the ugliness of sin and
how terrible that nature is when 1t responds and what it does,
we become aware of the fact that we avoid those things out of
love because of the relationship and we deal with it.

v. 3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been

baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into
His death?

“Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized inte
Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?”

Now we've arrived at our first great theological word and we
have now divided the house. How are we going to define
baptism?

Simply by this, if we will be open enough to accept the fact
that when we see the word “baptized” in the Bible we don’t
always see WATER, then we’ll be okay.

There 1s not water in Romans chapter 6. We're talking about
ETERNAL VERITIES. The ordinance of water baptism is a
picture of what’s in Romans 6.

The word “baptism” in the Greek text means to CHANGE
IDENTIFICATION. Now does that sound familiar? What did
we talk about in our last study? We talked about changing

13



1dentification from being in Adam to being in Jesus Christ
didn’t we?

Alright, now put that in context. The apostle is just continuing
his argument and he’s using the Greek word baptizo which
means “to change your identification.”

He’s going to enter into some thoughts now that will help us
recognize why we cannot persist in sin in this new
relationship. Why we must become very sensitive to the fact
that we are violating and hurting the relationship when we
persist in the direction of sin.

Now if we use the word baptizo and we wanted to
communicate we’d say, “See this stick?” If we take a stick and
drop it down in a bucket of red paint and then pull it out and
say, “See, this stick 1s red.” It’s 1dentified with the red paint.
Drop it in a black bucket of paint and pull it out and say, “See;
1t’s 1dentified with the black bucket.”

To the Greek mind when they dyed cloth, they’d take the big
vat of colored waters with the dye in it and they’d put the
cloth in it and when they’d pull it out they’d say, “It’s
baptizod.” It’s changed its 1dentification.

Or when the Greek army would go through and burn a wheat
field they’d say the wheat field had been baptizod. It was a
fruitful field. Now it 1s a charred mess. It has changed its
1dentification.
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When we get to glory we're going to sit down at the feet of the
teacher and He’s going to make it all straight. But as we
understand the passage, what Paul is saying is that when we
came to know Christ we were baptized into Jesus Christ and
we were baptized into His death. We came out of Adam and
we changed our identification and we were placed into Jesus
Christ and we’re also placed into His death.

Now let’s just define the ministry of the Spirit of God in this
whole transaction of taking us out of Adam and putting us
into Jesus Christ. Let’s say someone 1s not a Christian, okay?
They have some real questions about it. We don’t know for
sure if they are or not. The Holy Spirit is doing something
right now to them. He’s convicting them of their sin. They
know they are in need of righteousness and He’s showing
them the judgment or the consequences of rejecting Christ.

Now let’s say that by faith they say, “Father, I realize my
righteousness is in Jesus Christ and by faith I receive Him
right now.” And as they pray they receive Christ as their
Savior. Now what does the Holy Spirit do?

First of all, He gives them the NEW LIFE. He is the
REGENERATOR. They have this new life in Christ.

Then secondly, 1 Corinthians 12:13 tells us He baptizes them
into Jesus Christ—into His body.

Now Galatians 3:27 says we were all baptized into Christ and
we put on Christ in that process.
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That’s the Holy Spirit’s function. He takes us out of Adam and
He puts us into Jesus Christ.

Now here’s one more passage of scripture that helps along this
line. It’s found in 1 Corinthians chapter 10.

Paul is using an illustration here to show us what happened
when we came to know Christ. Now listen to the verse.

1 Corinthians 10:2

And [children of Israel] were all baptized into Moses in the
cloud and in the sea.

What does that mean? Here’s the story. Remember when the
children of Israel were finally freed from the bondage in the
land of Egypt and they came up to the Red Sea? The armies
were still coming after them. They weren’t free yet.

Moses said, “Set yourselves, stand ye still and see the
salvation of the Lord.” (ref. 2 Chronicles 20:17)

In other words, don’t do anything about it. Just stand there.
Just how the corridors of the Red Sea opened up and they
went through the Red Sea. The cloud signified the presence of
God. What happened when the children of Israel walked
through the corridor of the Red Sea? They were following
Moses their leader and they identified with him and they left
the bondage of Egypt for the freedom of the new land. Because
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as soon as they got across, the corridor of the sea closed and it
says they saw the Egyptians no more.

In that act the apostle 1s simply saying that they were
baptized into Moses. They were 1dentified with Moses. And
what Paul is teaching here is that when we came to know the
Lord Jesus by faith—single condition—we left Adam and we
were baptized into Jesus Christ.

And the ordinance, naturally, that the Lord has left for us i1s a
picture symbolically of what happens in this transaction of
coming into Jesus Christ. We can each hold our own opinion.

Now, what he’s saying is that when we were put into Christ
we were 1dentified with His death. Why was that necessary?
Because when we die we are freed from any obligations to the
Law. If we died tonight we’d be totally free from all of our
obligations. At that moment we are freed from every
obligation.

Let’s say for instance while we're sitting here the store down
the street’s robbed and hear the sirens go whipping by. As
soon as we get through we all rush down to the store and we
see the officers running around and we say, “Have you found
him?” Another guy says, “Oh yay! George Washington did it!”

“You mean the guy that chopped down the cherry tree and the
first president of the United States did that?”

“YeS!”
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“Hey buddy, I've got news for you. He’s dead.”

“Dead! We'’re convinced he did 1t!”
“Dead. He couldn’t have done 1t.”

It’s absolutely essential when we come into relationship with
Jesus Christ that we're identified with His death because
when the accuser of the brethren goes before the throne of God
and says, “See him/her down there? He just commaitted an act
of sin.”

The Lord Jesus goes and takes the book off of the shelf with
our name 1n it and He says, “He died 2,000 years ago sir. He
couldn’t have done that.”

That’s dealing once and for all with sin. Positionally, as far as
God 1s concerned, we have a righteousness that will never
change. We were 1dentified with His death and we were freed
from that sin! Now the problem 1s our practice.

We see a righteousness here that’s perfect in Jesus Christ.
And daily as we live our practice begins on an upward curve to
the point where soon we shall be like Him for we shall see
Him as He is, when those points meet out there to termination
of our lives here.

The apostle says we were “baptized into His death.”
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Now go on to verse 4 because we want to get to the key word
and 1t’s down here a couple of verses.

v. 4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through
baptism into death, in order that in the same
manner as Christ was raised up from the dead
through the glory of the Father, so also we too
might walk in a new life.

“Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism
into death, in order that in the same manner as Christ was
raised up from the dead through the glory of the Father, so
also we too might walk in a new life.”

When we died, we died to the obligations of the old life and to
the Law. And being raised with Christ in this identification
with Him, we have the potential for a brand new life so that
we can walk in a brand new life.

Now we have the potential to walk that way. The conflict
comes 1n Romans 7 when we see the old nature that keeps
manifesting itself. But that doesn’t change the fact that the
potential is there.

Now here comes the KEY WORD.
v. 5 For if we have become united with Him in the
likeness of His death certainly we shall be also in

the likeness of His resurrection;
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“For if we have become united”—there 1t 1s.
Meditate on that word for just a minute.

“For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His
death certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His
resurrection;”

When we passed from Adam into Christ we were brought into
a living union that should express oneness. We were brought
to a place where now 1n Jesus Christ we are one.

Does that sound familiar? If we’re married, remember the
marriage vows. Remember when we committed ourselves to
one another? And we said, “I do”? And those two shall become
one flesh and what God hath joined together let no man put
asunder. We were united together in marriage.

What happened after we were united together in marriage?
We began after the honeymoon stage to become very sensitive
to the things that kept us from a deepening relationship. And
some of the resentments and the bitterness we hold for one
another, if the relationship is not too good, it’s in the areas
where we haven’t been sensitive. It’s the areas where we've
refused to change. As a result our mate does not respond
properly. As a result communication is broken down and
there’s a wall. And every once in a while we kick out a brick
and say, “I love you” and just stick it back in again. And that’s
the way it 1s.
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God didn’t intend marriage to be like that.

We'll never change another person by an act of the will. But
when we change, people will respond to us. The same thing is
true with our kids. If we have a rough relationship with our
kids it’s because we'’re refusing to change and we have a
Mexican stand-off. When fathers change, kids begin to change:

So many times we're so proud and so ego-centered, so pious
and so filled with potpourri and pride that we cannot change
and be vulnerable.

We were united to Jesus Christ and how can we continue to
live 1n sin when we died to 1t? We don’t have to respond to it.
How sensitive are we to the things which hurt Him?

Perhaps we’re way out in left field in the relationship and we
don’t feel very close to the Lord. When we go to sleep at night
we can’t sense His smile of grace upon us because there are
things that are hurting the relationship and we haven’t dealt
with 1t. Are we willing to deal with 1t? And know the joy of
walking with Him in a personal way?

It says we've been “united with Him.”

That’s exactly the same thing Jesus said just before He went
to the cross?

In John 15 He says:
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John 15:5

I am the vine, you are the branches. He that abides in me and
I in him the same brings forth much fruait.

What’s a vine and a branch? We have a branch connected 1n a
vital living union with the vine. And the life of the vine flows
through the branch.

Ever seen a branch say, “Ooooh! I'm going to produce some
fruit!” and POP! We have fruit! Ever seen one of those?

No, that’s silly. It’s the same way in our relationship with the
Lord Jesus. That branch isn’t performing to produce fruit. And
when we recognize our vital, living union with Christ and His
life 1s flowing through us, His new nature is within us and the
Spirit’s there to give the victory. And we don’t have to answer
the call to that thing we’re dead to over there in the corner
that always wants to jump out by reflex action. We'll begin to
know the joy of victory because we're concentrating on the
fellowship and the flow of the life and union with the vine.

We are identified with Jesus Christ and the potential of
victory 1s there because Christ lives in us! He wants to live out
through us.

v. 6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with
Him, in order that the sinful body may be done
away with, that we should no longer be slaves to
sin;

22



“knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in
order that the sinful body may be done away with, that we
should no longer be slaves to sin;”

v. 7 for the one who died has been freed from sin.
“for the one who died has been freed from sin.”

We don’t have to answer 1t! We've been freed from the penalty.
and the power of sin!

But, the potential is still there. Don’t forget that. We'll never
lose that until we get to glory.

v. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we are believing that
we shall also live with Him,

“Now if we died with Christ, we are believing that we shall
also live with Him,”

v. 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the
dead, no longer is dying. Death no longer is
exercising lordship over Him.

“knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, no

longer is dying. Death no longer is exercising lordship over
Him.”
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v. 10 For the death He died, He died to sin once for all;
but the life He lives, He lives to God.

“For the death He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life
He lives, He lives to God.”

He lives under the scrutiny of God!

And as a Christian, make no mistake about it, we can’t hide
from God.

“All things are naked and open unto the eyes of Him with
whom we have to do.” (ref. Hebrews 4:13)

He knows what we thought today. He knows what we did
today. He knows that acts of compromise, those stories we

told. He’s aware of it. Our lives are like an open book before
Him.

And now the Lord Jesus lives a life to God. And we do the
same thing in the relationship. It’s wide open to Him and yet
He loves us unconditionally.

He’s entered into a permanent relationship that cannot be
severed any more than we take the branch out of the vine.
And in that permanent relationship, united with Him, we
begin to discover that His life has the potential for victory over
sin.

When we quit trying and we start trusting we begin to
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experience the blessing of victory as fruit starts to manifest
1tself.

That makes Philippians 3:10 just come alive.

Paul said his goal in life was that he might know Christ by
personal experience.

The reason he wanted to get to know Christ better i1s because
he wanted to see the things in his life that were offending the
Lord and keeping him from an ever deepening relationship.

That’s why i1t’s absolutely necessary for us to be reading the

Word of God daily.

As a newborn babe desires it, because 1n it we find expression
of the will of God, and those things which offend, and those
things which help! And we begin, as a result of being
sensitive, to live for only one purpose in life while we're here.
And that’s for the Lord Jesus Christ, to please Him!

It’s a far higher law than the Law of Moses or anything else
that we can erect as standards to try to have a performance in
a relationship.

And God gave us marriage to prepare us for eternity as a

constant object lesson of what our relationship vertically is

like. For in a marriage we are trained in the laboratory of

marriage to live for only one person. To deepen that

relationship by solving the problems together and dealing
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with the offenses that cause the problem.

The reason so many people are so clobbered in the marriage
relationship is because they’ve been misunderstood in this
relationship. And they’ve put this relationship on the same
one as this. And they’re totally frustrated.

When we sin as a Christian we do not break the relationship
any more than when we offend our spouse. What happens
when we offend our spouse? We have broken communication.

The Bible describes that as breaking fellowship not
relationship. We're still His child. We're just not on speaking
terms.

Now maybe we're like that with God. Maybe we’ve been in and
out of relationship a dozen times and we know better than
that. We're in the relationship but there’s something in our
life that’s offending it. We're not knowing the victory that
ought to be there.

Now by God’s grace, we can admit 1t. And when we deal with
1t, watch it begin to transform home and marriage. Watch
people begin to see somebody different; because in that human
body of ours, they're going to begin to see the risen Christ.

We have the following lessons that come out of our text:

Lesson #1: When Christ was put to death, we died in Him
because we are in Him.
26



Lesson #2: The work of God did not stop there, for the Lord
Jesus rose and ascended to His right hand.

Lesson #3: Because we are in Christ Jesus, we also were madé
alive with Him and raised and seated with Him in the
heavenly places.

Lesson #4: We have a new standing in the presence of God
and it 1s not something to which we attained, but something
which 1s ours because we are in Christ.

Lesson #5: The facts which are historically true of Him become
real also in our experience.

Lesson #6: We are in living union with Jesus Christ and as a
result of that, we died with Him, we rose with Him, and being
united with Him in this way we have risen to newness of life.

Lesson #7: The power of the old sin nature within us has been
broken and we no longer find it necessary to serve sin, but we
can walk in victory through our identification with the Lord
Jesus Christ, a victory over sin.

Father, we pause to acknowledge that so many times we've
misunderstood. We think that when we come by faith it’s kind
of like an insurance policy we draw on later and don’t
recognize that it’s a vital, living union. We’ve been united with
You in Your death, in Your burial and in Your resurrection
and that provides the groundwork and the basis for victory
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over sin. Lord, if somebody by faith has not come to know
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Christ yet, we pray they will. And as Christians, there’ll be a
holy sense of dealing with the offenses to the relationship. In

Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of ROMANS

The Gift of God’s Grace

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness™

Study Number Eleven — The Responsibility to the

Relationship - Romans 6:1-10

v. 1 What then shall we say? Are we to continue in sin in order
that grace might increase?

v. 2 May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?
v. 3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into
Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?

v. 4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into
death, in order that in the same manner as Christ was raised up
from the dead through the glory of the Father, so also we too might
walk in a new life.

v. 5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His
death certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection;
v. 6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in
order that the sinful body may be done away with, that we should
no longer be slaves to sin;

v. 7 for the one who died has been freed from sin.

v. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we are believing that we shall also
live with Him,

v. 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, no
longer is dying. Death no longer is exercising lordship over Him.
v. 10 For the death He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life
He lives, He lives to God.
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QUESTIONS:

1. Read Romans 6:1-10 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. How does Paul feel about a careless attitude on the part of a
Christian towards sin?

3. How are we 1dentified with Jesus Christ, according to
verses 3-57

4. Why was the “old self” crucified in verse 67

5. What is our condition as Christians, according to verse 77
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8. What does verse 10 say about Christ’s death and His life?

6. What are we believing, according to verse 8?

7. What is the relationship of death to Christ, according to
verse 9?

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?
10. What lesson have you learned from this study?
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: When Christ was put to death, we died in Him
because we are in Him.

LESSON #2: The work of God did not stop there, for the Lord
Jesus rose and ascended to His right hand.

LESSON #3: Because we are 1n Christ Jesus, we also were
made alive with Him and raised and seated with Him in
the heavenly places.

LESSON #4: We have a new standing in the presence of God
and it 1s not something to which we attained, but
something which 1s ours because we are in Christ.

LESSON #5: The facts which are historically true of Him
become real also in our experience.

LESSON #6: We are in living union with Jesus Christ and as
a result of that, we died with Him, we rose with Him, and
being united with Him in this way we have risen to
newness of life.
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LESSON #7: The power of the old sin nature within us has
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sin, but we can walk in victory through our identification

been broken and we no longer find it necessary to serve
with the Lord Jesus Christ, a victory over sin.
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