A Practical Study of ROMANS
The Gift of God’s Grace

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness™

Study Number One - Romans 1:1-17

So many people believe that the Bible says God helps those
who help themselves.

And if they were asked how they are going to get into heaven,
they’d probably say the same thing. They’re doing the very
best that they can and God is going to reward their efforts one
of these days and they feel very comfortable with that kind of
orientation and thought.

The book of Romans addresses this whole issue. And it helps
us understand what God really does require. And we all know
that little statement: When all else fails, read the instructions;

And 1if the 1nstructions are different than what we think, we
demonstrate our humility and submission by following the
Instructions.

So if we did nothing in the series of studies but put everyone
perfectly at ease about dying and where we’re going, we would
have accomplished a tremendous objective in our time
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together.

Now the apostle Paul 1s writing a letter here that blessed
Augustine, it blessed Martin Luther, and it changed the life of
the Wesley boys—Charles and John—and it can change our
life too.

This book 1s very, very deep doctrinally.

As we journey through this book, let’s start with a little story
about a 4-year-old boy who came running into the den with his
Nerf football and he said “Daddy, play catch with me.” And
dad had just settled down with the paper and he wanted every
excuse 1n the world not to do it. So he noticed as he was
flipping the paper that there was a picture of the globe from
outer space. So a thought struck his mind. He quickly grabbed
that piece of paper, tore it into about 20 pieces and he said
“Son, go into your room and use some Scotch tape and pretend
that this 1s a puzzle and put the world together.”

And the father thought as the son went a little bit
chagrin, away knowing that he’d been neglected by his father
because he really wanted to play Nerf football. He went to his
room and the father thought at least I've got 15 minutes of
peace and quiet. But two minutes later the kid’s back in and
he’s got the paper all taped together and dad says “How in the
world did you get that done so quickly?”

The son held up the paper and he said “Daddy it was
easy. There was a man on the other side and when I put the
man together, the world came together too.”

(source unknown)



That’s the book of Romans. We're not going to solve the
world’s problems until we put the man together.

The reason we're in such a mess is because we’re in a mess. It
doesn’t take very much for us to look at the world that we’re
living in and to realize that we’re in trouble. And it’s getting
worse. And 1t’s not the environment’s fault, 1t’s not the world’s
fault, and 1t’s not the God who put it all together. It’s OUR
fault.

And when we recognize that and recognize that we are,
according to God’s perspective, sinful and in desperate need
and we do not deserve heaven nor could we earn it or acquire
1t on our own merit, we're ready and prepared to understand
God’s program for us.

Now the Bible predicted as Paul wrote his last letter to
Timothy, that our world would become increasingly more self-
centered—more desirous for pleasure and personal
satisfaction. Now listen to these verses. It almost sounds like
us:

2 Timothy 3:1-5

But realize this, in the last days difficult times are going
to come. Men will be lovers of self, lovers of money,
boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents,
ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, malicious
gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good,
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treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather
than lovers of God; holding to a form of godliness,
although they have denied its power; and avoid such men
as these.

That’s a strong statement but it pictures us pretty well.

One guy had enough humility to admit his own selfishness. He
put it this way:

(Finding the Heart to Go On by Lynn Anderson)

I am totally preoccupied with myself. I have been staring at
my own navel so long I have lost my balance."

p. 236

He says it well. Our whole orientation to life is out of whack
because we’ve been looking at ourselves and what we want.

Now the problem we have today is that religion has come
along and 1s preaching a different gospel. The gospel that’s
being preached today is not the gospel of the book of Romans.

The gospel that’s being preached today has SELF in front of
everything:

Come to Jesus for SELF-SATISFACTION.

Come to Jesus for SELF-FULFILLMENT.



Come to Jesus for this and for that. He’ll bulge our checkbook.
He’ll do anything wonderful to satisfy us. So come to Him and
be satisfied.

Now that’s different from the gospel message. And as we look
at these verses and begin our study in the book of Romans, be
aware that what we're talking about 1s different than what
we're experiencing.

Now let’s cover a little background about how it was written,
to whom 1t was written and a few things like that.

Paul is on his last journey, his third journey. He’s in the city of
Corinth. He stopped off here because this church has a lot of
problems and he wants to help the people before he goes on to
the city of Jerusalem.

Now he’s making a bee-line for Jerusalem because he’s set up
a R.O.T.S. fund, which 1s the Relief of The Saints. At all these
churches he’s been collecting offerings for the economic relief

of the people in Jerusalem. They were having tough times.

And so the last stop really was Corinth and he spends 3
months here. And as he spends 3 months here, he learns that
there’s a young lady by the name of Phoebe who lives in
Cenchrea, which 1s about 8 miles down the road. And she’s
going to make a trip to Rome.

And Paul had one burning desire in his heart. He wanted to go
to Rome. “I want to preach in Rome.”
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Why? Well Rome was the Washington, D.C. of the day. It was
sin-city. It was where everything converged.

He had preached all over Asia Minor and all of these areas but
he had never been to Rome and he wanted to go in the worst
way. That’s kind of like when we get a burr in our saddle.
There’s just one more thing we want to do and we just get so
excited about it. Well, he just burned to go to Rome.

And so while he was 1in Corinth he got word that some pretty
exciting things were happening in Rome. And a church had
formed in Rome and it was very, very interesting that this
church had formed out of all of the people that Paul had
touched 1n various cities and places.

For instance, we can just see one guy over here in Ephesus.
He gets transferred to the home office in Rome. And he’s come
to know Christ when Paul was over there. And here’s another
guy over 1n Philippi. He gets transferred to the home office in
Rome and these two guys end up meeting in Rome and they
form a little Bible study group and they kind of consider Paul
as their absent-pastor, because they both have common
spiritual roots.

So the more Paul traveled and the more places that he went,
the more people who were blessed by what he did and had
come to know Christ, and they formed a nucleus. And this is
the group that he’s writing to. He really sends his heart to
them.



Now since he’s never been with them, there’s about three
things he’d like to do for them.

1. He'd like to be sure they got their feet on the ground right
about salvation.

And so that’s the first 8 chapters in Romans. That’s why it’s
such a heavy, doctrinal epistle. He wants to be sure that they

know what they’re doing and what they can expect in their
Christian life.

Then secondly:

2. He wants them to understand that the gospel of the grace
of God didn’t tell the nation Israel to stand aside.

So 1n chapters 9, 10 and 11 he tells them about the future for
Israel.

3. And then 12-16 is just the game rules. Chapters 12-16 1s
very practical, out-workings of Christian life and experience.

Now this happened in about late A.D. 58 and the apostle
writes the letter then he sends it with Phoebe and she goes
and takes 1t to the city of Rome.

Now, the THEME of the book we have called:

“The Righteousness of God.”



The Righteousness of God—and the two verses we’re going to
use as our KEY VERSES, we're going to look at are the last
verses—verses 16 and 17:

Romans 1:16, 17

I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for
salvation to everyone who is believing, to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God [there’s
your KEY PHRASE] is revealed from faith unto faith; even as
1t has been written. “The righteous man shall live by faith.”

Now let’s talk about that for a second. If we died right now, do
we have enough righteousness to be acceptable in heaven?

Let’s just say on our own. Let’s not talk about anything that’s
happening in our lives. But would we feel comfortable right
now dying on the basis of loving our neighbor as ourself and
helping ourself, and the things we’ve been able to accomplish
in our life, that we’d have a right to get into heaven?

The Bible makes a very strong blanket statement about that
kind of thinking.

Isaiah 64:6

...All our rightousnesses are like filthy rags...

From the human perspective it looks good to us. We can do
8



lots of good things and be involved in a lot of good programs—
right? But from God’s perspective, it’s “dirty rags.”

Now there’s one other passage of scripture in Luke 16:15
where Jesus’ speaking. He says “that which 1s highly
esteemed among men 1s an abomination in the sight of God.”

So anything that comes from us in our natural state, no
matter how good it looks and how warm it makes us feel and
how right it seems as far as God 1s concerned is tainted with
sin and it’s like a dirty bunch of rags.

So basically all Paul’s going to do 1is tell us that if we're going
to go to heaven our only hope of getting there 1s the
righteousness of somebody else. And that righteousness has té
be put 1n our account.

Now all the bankers are going to love Paul because Paul talks
about reckoning. Now in Texas we say “I reckon.” We need to
change that word because it’s logizomai and it means “to
deposit to one’s account.”

When we recognize we don’t have enough righteousness, God
comes along in the Lord Jesus and He puts a deposit in our
account that’s adequate for us to have heaven. That’s the
description of what we’re going to have in these first chapters.

Let’s put it this way: Paul starting in the next study is going
to show us that all of us need this righteousness. He’s going to
demonstrate it with a horrible picture.

9



And then in chapter 2 when all the religious boys are saying
“Sic’em Paul!” Paul’s going to say, “You religious guys have
got the same need.”

And then in chapter 3 he’s going to point up that all of us have
sinned and come short of the glory of God.

A good salesman presents a product—the righteousness of
God—and then he creates a need for that by demonstrating
the fact that we all have a need for 1t. And so, the apostle Paul
in these studies that are coming before it are demonstrating
we're all in the same boat. We have a need for something
outside of ourselves in order to make us acceptable in the
presence of God.

Now, our righteousness then isn’t going to cut it. Our
righteousness is not acceptable. God’s righteousness is like our
American Express card—don’t leave home without it.

And in heaven they do not accept Visa or MasterCard of our

own righteousness. It will be immediately stamped
REJECTED.

Now with that premise having been set, let’s launch into the
verses that come under consideration.

Now 1t’s divided into TWO PARTS. First of all, we have:

1. the SALUTATION and the GREETING.
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This i1s the longest salutation and greeting of any of Paul’s
letters. Usually in all of Paul’s letters by verse 2 he says
“orace and peace” and that’s it. He waits to say that until he
gets to verse 7. He hasn’t been with these people formally so
he has a few things to say to them before he tells them “grace
and peace.”

So the first 7 verses are the greetings, the salutation.

Then in verse 8 to verse 17 he has two things to tell them:

1. He wants to tell them that he’s interceding for them and
2. He wants to tell them his intentions for them.

So if we can look at those things together as we walk through
these verses, kind of skip over them quickly but also stop a
little bit to learn a few things. We'll pray that God’s Spirit will
open up our minds to understand it.

Verse 1.

v. 1 Paul, a bondslave of Christ Jesus, called as an
apostle, having been set apart for the gospel of God,

“Paul, a bondslave of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle,
having been set apart for the gospel of God,”

Now we see THREE THINGS 1n that verse:
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1. he’s “a bondslave of Christ,”

2. he’s “called an apostle,” and

3. he’s “set apart for the gospel of God.”

Is this guy fulfilled? He 1s fulfilled.

He has a MASTER who 1s Christ,

he has an OFFICE which is an apostleship, and

he has a WORK—and that’s “the gospel of God,” to present it.

Now we're going to just stop and reflect on those things as
those things hit the selfish generation in which we live. Let’s
ask ourselves: “Does Paul know something about real
happiness and real fulfillment that we haven’t discovered
yet?”

We're going to say yes. Let’s talk about it.

(14

1. He says he’s “a bondslave of Christ Jesus.”

What’s a “bondslave?” A bondslave 1s a person who’s given up
his rights to everything he owns. He’s given up his rights to
himself and he 1s a “bondslave of Christ.”

He speaks of that in Galatians 6:17. He says:
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Galatians 6:17

...I bear on my body the marks...

(Galatians 1:10

Am I seeking the favor of men, or of God? If I'm striving to
please men or if I were trying to please men, I would not be a
bond-servant of Christ.

Now how does that hit us? That’s totally different from self
1sn’t it?

Over here on this extreme, happiness in life 1s satisfying all of
our needs. Right? That’s what everybody says.

Over here Paul says, happiness in life is being a sacrificial
servant. “Amen brother, preach it!”

Paul’s the one who knows.
Here’s a statement:

Happiness in life is not measured by what you GET but by
what you GIVE.

And when we end our life, the happiness and fulfillment we

have on our deathbed is not going to be all the toys that we’ve

been able to acquire—contrary to the bumper sticker that says
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“He who has the most toys wins.” Wrong! It’s going to be the
things we’ve given. It’s the things we've been able to do for
others and the sacrificial service that we’ve been involved in
as a person.

Paul learned that. And real happiness for the apostle Paul 1s
discovered in being a bond-slave.

Frances Ridley Havergal has written a lot of beautiful hymns
but this is the best one:

I love, I love my master,

I will not go out free,

For He 1s my Redeemer;

He paid the price for me.

I would not leave His service

It 1s so sweet and blest;

And in the weariest moments

He gives the truest rest.
(source unknown)

Psalm 116:16

O Lord, truly I am your servant;
I am your servant, ...

This wonderful little prayer was offered by an elderly
gentleman dedicating a brand-new home:

Oh Lord, we will praise Thee.
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We will praise Thee with the instrument of ten strings.

We will praise Thee with our two eyes by looking only unto
Thee.

We will exalt Thee with our two ears by listening only to Your
voice.

We will extol Thee with our two hands by working in Your
service.

We will honor You with our two feet by walking in Your ways.
We will magnify You with our tongue by bearing testimony to
Your loving kindness.

And we will worship You with our heart by loving only Thee.
(source unknown)

Lord, make sweet music on the ten strings. That’s a servant.
That’s a person who has really learned what life is all about.

Now we can have two attitudes when it comes to servanthood:
Oh no I HAVE to! or

Oh boy I GET to!

Well, we don’t have any choice as a Christian.

Colossians 3:23 says:

Whatsoever you do, do it heartily as to the Lord and not unto
men.

We get excited. Get thrilled over the fact that God can use us
15



as a servant for His sake. Paul learned that.
1. He said “I'm a bondslave of Christ.”

Secondly, he says:

2. I'm “called as an apostle.”

What does the word “apostle” mean? That’s the Greek word
apostolos which means “to send.”

We not only have given up the right to ourselves, but we’re a
“sent one” to other people. We are carrying out a ministry.
We've been called to go.

ABRAM was called in Genesis 12.
MOSES was called in Exodus 3 at the burning bush.

GIDEON was called while he was threshing out the grain to
liberate the children of Israel from the Midianites—dJudges 6.

ISAIAH was called when the Lord said “Whom shall I send?
Who will go for me?” and Isaiah said “Here am I Lord. Send
me.”—Isaiah chapter 6.
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JEREMIAH was called—dJeremiah 1:4, 5.

The TWELVE DISCIPLES were called. They responded. They
went.
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We too, as individuals, are SENT to a world in great need. Are
we a part of the “sent ones”?

First, are we a SERVANT? And then are we a SENT ONE?
There was a preacher who heard a guy preach a very, very
poor message one day and he came up to him afterwards and

he said, “Was you sent or did you just went?”

Some people went that weren’t sent. And we’ve been around a
little bit of that.

1. He’sa SERVANT.

2. He’s a SENT ONE but what?

3. He’s SET APART.

His MOTIVATION is:

“I want to be a good servant.”

His MISSION is:

“I'm going to go where the Lord sends me to go.”
And he’s set apart in his MINISTRY.

And he 1s “set apart” to what? To “the gospel of God.”
17



Now that’s the thing we are going to land on. It’s the “gospel.”
“Gospel” means “good news.”

It’s the “gospel of God.” It’s not the gospel of Don Anderson.
It’s not the gospel of some other individual or some gospel of
self-fulfillment. It’s the “gospel of God.” We’re going back to
the basics.

He says, “[I've] been set apart to this gospel.”

Brennan Manning is a converted priest who decided to leave
the priesthood to get married and found the grace of God in
the process. God cured him of his alcoholism and the guy
traveled all over the United States to show that the grace of

God can really change a man’s life. He’s written Ragamuffin
Gospel and The Lion and the Lamb.

In Lion and Lamb he says it like this:

(Lion and Lamb by Brennan Manning)

As Jim Wallis notes in his book, The Call to Conversion,
“The gospel message 1s being molded to suit an increasingly
narcissistic culture [selfish culture]. Conversion is
proclaimed as the road to self-realization . . . religion ... as a
way to help us uncover our human potential-—our potential
for personal, social and business success, that 1s. Modern
conversion brings Jesus into our lives rather than bringing

18



us into his. We are told that Jesus 1s here to help us do
better what we are already doing. Jesus doesn't change our

lives, he improves them.”
p. 68

I can think of no other time in history where the name
of Jesus has been so frequently mentioned and the content of
His life and teaching so thoroughly ignored.

p. 70

Strong.

Now this guy, if we read anything by him we can plan on
getting mad. He does it but we get angry because he’s right.
His name is John White and he has written The Golden Cow:
Materialism in the Twentieth-Century. And this is what he
says about the gospel:

(The Golden Cow: Materialism in the Twentieth-Century
Church by John White)

Therefore I call not in my own name, but in the name of the
sovereign Christ of God, upon anyone who presumes to
regard himself as a preacher of the gospel to have done with
preacher’s tricks. I don’t care how wide your radio or TV
coverage 1s or whether you preach in a tiny frame building
in the boondocks. Your first job as a preacher 1s to inform.
You are a bearer of news. It is news that must be explained
clearly and in detail. There need be no journalistic tricks to
play on sensational angles. Let us have done with tabloid
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preaching. Let us also have done with pandering to popular
fads and fashions. (Once it was communism. Then it became
the joys of sanctified sex techniques.) The good news is that
God became man, lived, taught, died and rose. He 1s now
glorified and will come to judge the world in righteousness.

The Holy Spirit can only touch people’s consciences if
their minds have been enlightened with clearly enunciated
good news.

p. 149
“for the gospel of God,”

This last one comes from J.I. Packer. He wrote the Quest for
Holiness: The Puritan View:

(A Quest for Godliness: The Puritan Vision of the Christian
Life by J. I. Packer)

We would suggest that the reason lies in its own
character and content [that i1s the gospel]. It fails to make
men God-centred in their thoughts and God-fearing in their
hearts because this is not primarily what it is trying to do.
One way of stating the difference between it and the old
gospel 1s to say that it is too exclusively concerned to be
‘helpful’ to man—to bring peace, comfort, happiness,
satisfaction—and too little concerned to glorify God. The old
gospel was ‘helpful’, too—more so, indeed, than is the new—
but (so to speak) incidentally, for its first concern was
always to give glory to God. It was always and essentially a
proclamation of divine sovereignty in mercy and judgement,
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a summons to bow down and worship the mighty Lord on
whom man depends for all good, both in nature and in grace.

p. 126

They’re all three saying the same thing. We need to go back to
the book of Romans and we need to understand the message of
the gospel of God because people’s eternal destinies are
hanging in the balance of fully understanding the whole
business of the gospel.

He’s a SERVANT,
he’s a SENT ONE, and
he’s SET APART.

v. 2 which He promised beforehand through His
prophets in the holy scriptures,

“which"—GOSPEL—*He”—GOD—"“promised beforehand
through His prophets in the holy scriptures,”

Is this message just something that we read in the book of
Romans? No. It was prophesied in the Old Testament.

Isaiah 53:4

Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows...
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And it was prophesied and put in the Holy Scriptures.

“Holy men of God were borne along by the Spirit.” (2 Peter
1:21)

Now what 1s this gospel?
It’s concerning a PERSON—verse 3.

v. 3 concerning His Son, who was born of the seed of
David according to the flesh,

“concerning His Son, who was born of the seed of David
according to the flesh,”

The good news about this gospel is that it centers in a

PERSON. And this person is God’s Son and He was “born of
the seed of David according to the flesh.”

He had to be. The covenants from Abraham through David
meant that Christ had to be the “seed of David.”

In A Gift Too Wonderful for Words and in the first two

chapters we have traced the sacred thread from Genesis 3:15
down to Christ.

And in Matthew chapter 1 we have that great statement that
Christ 1s of the seed of David. Both Joseph and Mary are of
“the seed of David.” And it converges in a person, the Lord
Jesus Christ.
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So in the FLESH this is God dwelling among us.

“And the Word, Christ, became flesh, and dwelt among us...”
(John 1:14).

Now that’s the focus on his PERSON.
Verse 4 1s on his WORK.

v. 4 who has been declared to be the powerful Son of
God by the resurrection from the dead, according
to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,

“who has been declared to be the powerful Son of God”—
HOW?—*by the resurrection from the dead,”

He broke the bands of death—“according to the Spirit of
holiness, Jesus Christ’—WHO?—“our"—POSSESSIVE—
“Lord,”

Now, what does it mean when it says “according to the Spirit
of holiness”?

In verse 3 it said “according to the seed of David’—that’s what
He was in the flesh.

(14

But in His Spirit He is perfectly holy. It’s “according to the

Spirit of holiness.”
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He had to be perfect. He had to be without sin.
Hebrews 4:16 says that He was without sin.

Second Corinthians 5:21 says that He was without sin. He
was made sin for us but He was without sin until then.

He had to be in His Spirit perfectly holy in order to qualify on
His mission to provide righteousness for us.

And so He’s “declared to be the powerful Son of God.”
The word “powerful”—here’s one verse:

Matthew 28:18

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth.

And so Jesus Christ in the flesh 1s the “seed of David.” In
Spirit His 1s a “Spirit of holiness.” He 1s going to meet the
requirements of God the Father so therefore He is raised from
the dead. He 1s “the powerful Son of God.

v. 5 through whom we received grace and apostleship
with a view to [promoting] obedience which
springs from faith among all the Gentiles, for His
name’s sake,

“through whom”—Christ, this powerful Son of God—"*we
24



received’—TWO THINGS. What did we receive? We
received—"“grace and apostleship”

What’s grace? It’s something we don’t deserve. God gives us
something we don’t deserve. And that grace is the
righteousness to make us acceptable in the presence of God.
We'll study more about that.

“and apostleship”— when we became a Christian we not only
received “grace” but we received “apostleship” too?

God didn’t mean for us to sit around on our duff but that we
should take the message that we received and pass it onto our
neighbors and to our friends. That is our responsibility as a
believer to be a channel through whom the Message goes and
goes out to others. And we keep on doing it.

Look at the next phrase.

“with a view to [promoting] obedience which springs from
faith among all the Gentiles, for His name’s sake,”

We want to land on the phrase “[promoting] obedience which
springs from faith.”

Now there’s a lot of stuff going on today about this whole
business of faith and works. And we’ve heard the old
1llustration of faith is one oar and works is the other and we
pull them together and salvation i1s a joint effort. It 1sn’t.
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Salvation is by faith and by faith alone.

What is this telling us? This tells us that if we're really a
Christian, then the top priority in our life—the way we
demonstrate that we’re a Christian—is not by our works or
where we go to church or what we do, but our priority with
regard to obedience.

How concerned are we about our level of obedience before the
Lord? Can we really feel comfortable with the way our life is
going right now that we are obedient, as far as we know?

This tells us that our faith will express itself in a level of
obedience. We are wanting to do whatever the Father wants
us to do because of what He’s done for us. And we’re so
thrilled with what He’s done for us that we would express it to
Him in obedience.

Hebrews 5:8—dJesus Christ:

Hebrews 5:8

Though He was a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things
which He suffered.

Obedience to the Son of God was top priority.
Was it in the Garden?

“Father, if 1t be possible that this cup pass from me,
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nevertheless’—there’s no issue—"*not my will but Yours be
done.” (ref. Matthew 26:39)

Obedience is the key. If we have a deep desire and concern for
obedience then it’s possible for us to be comfortable with our
own living faith that has produced salvation in our heart.

When we get a phrase that’s so important, the book even ends
with it.

Romans 16:26, 1t’s the “obedience of faith.”

Paul starts with it here and he ends with it. It is a very, very
1mportant part and parcel of the evidence for the Gospel.

Now Jay Carty played with the Los Angeles Lakers and he
wrote a book called Something Fishy. And in the book he is
convinced that God came from Missouri. This is Jay Carty.
Listen to him:

(Something’s Fishy: Getting Rid of the Carp in Your Life by
Jay Carty)

'T'm from Missouri. And I'm as stubborn as a Missouri
mule. You thought as much, and you were correct.

We have some traditional Missouri Ozark sayings in our
household. They come from my dad. “Blinking like a toad in
a hailstorm” is one. “Screaming like a smashed cat” is
another. Or how about “Being as nervous as a long-tailed cat
1n a room full of rockers”?
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Missouri is the “show me” state. “The proof is in the
puddin” is a saying that must have originated there. In
Missouri the bottom line 1s the bottom line. Talk’s cheap.
Missourians reserve their judgement until they see action.

God must be from Missouri. He said that faith without
works is dead. In other words, if you're a Christian it ought
to show.

p. 79

And of course, the big question we have to ask ourselves is:
Am I expressing my faith with an obedient heart?

Listen to this. This really holds our feet to the fire:

Psalm 26:2, 3

Test me, O Lord, and try me,
examine my heart and my mind,;
for your love is ever before me,
and I walk continually in your truth.

Psalm 139: 23, 24

Search me, O God, and know my heart;
try me and know my thoughts.

See if there be any wicked way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting.

We ought to have a consuming passionate desire that’s more
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than anything else in our heart if we are a person who’s a
believer, and that is obedience.

Obedience 1s the number one priority.
What does the Lord want us to do?

Schimmels put it this way when he talked about his Sunday
school teacher when he was just a little nipper. He said:

(All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Sunday School
by Cliff Schimmels)

... Mrs. Murphy’s prescription still makes about as much
sense as anything I have heard since all of the tapes and
books and Bible studies I've been through. “It starts with
learning just by simply saying, ‘Yes, Ma’am.”

p. 33 (paraphrased)

And when we learn to say “Yes Lord,” we're ready to manifest
the qualities of living faith.

Max Lucado says this:

(In the Eye of the Storm: A Day in the Life of Jesus by Max
Lucado)

Every day I have the honor of sitting down with a book
that contains the words of the One who created me. Every
day I have the opportunity to let him give me a thought or
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two on how to live.

If I don’t do what he says, he doesn’t burn the book or
cancel my subscription. If I disagree with what he says,
lightning doesn’t split my swivel chair or an angel doesn’t
mark my name off the holy list. If I don’t understand what
he says, he doesn’t call me a dummy.

In fact, he calls me “Son,” and on a different page
explains what I don’t understand.

p. 69

The hymn writer had it right:
Trust and obey,
For there’s no other way
To be happy in Jesus,
But to trust and obey.
(“Trust and Obey” by John H. Sammis, 1887)

v. 6 among whom you are also the called ones of Jesus
Christ;

“among whom you are also the called ones of Jesus Christ;”

“called” beloved 1in His sight and also called to be saints.

v. 7 to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called
saints. Grace to you and peace from God our

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

30



“to all who are the beloved of God in Rome, called saints.
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.”

Those two are never reversed. We always experience GRACE
and then we experience PEACE.

But isn’t it neat. He says we're “called saints.”

Well, we might say, “I don’t feel like a saint.”

Well J. Vernon McGee made that a little bit easier. He said

there are only two kinds of people in the world. There are the

SAINTS and there are the AIN'TS.

If we ain’t we're a saint. And so whatever, 1t’s one or the other.

Now let’s wrap 1t up by looking at these other verses briefly.

v. 8 First, I am thanking my God through Jesus Christ
for you all, because your faith is being proclaimed

throughout the whole world.

“First, I am thanking my God through Jesus Christ for you
all,”

Now when Paul says “First” usually he doesn’t follow it with a
second. We have to get used to that. We expect a list but there

1sn’t one. But this 1s of most importance.
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“I am thanking my God through Jesus Christ for you all,”
It’s obvious that he’s a southerner.

“because your faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole
world.”

See the message 1s passing right through them to others. But
why?

Simply because they’re LIVING FAITH is expressing
OBEDIENCE.

We're getting the cart before the horse. We're putting the
current church on a guilt-trip over the fact that we don’t
clobber the guy next door with the Gospel and that we’re not
sharing enough with others.

The number one priority is OBEDIENCE. And when the world
around us sees us concerned about the level of obedience in
our lives, our opportunities for witness are going to go through
the roof because people will not be able to believe the quality

of our commitment and life as they see obedience which is
FIRST. Then out of that flows our witness.

The focus of the Scripture when it comes to witness over and
over again is on the number one priority.

“Set apart Christ as Lord in your hearts and be ready always
to give an answer to every man who asks you a reason of the
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hope that 1s in you with meekness and fear.” (1 Peter 3:15)

v. 9 For my witness is God, whom I am serving in my
spirit in the preaching of the gospel of His Son, how
unceasingly I am making mention of you,

“My witness 1s God,”—verse 9—*“whom I am serving in my
spirit in the preaching of the gospel of His Son, how
unceasingly I am making mention of you,”

“I pray for you all the time.”

v. 10 always in my prayers making request, if perhaps
now at last I may succeed in the will of God to come
to you.

“always in my prayers making request, if perhaps now at last
I may succeed in the will of God to come to you.”

He has tried a lot of times to come and he really wants to go.
And guess what? He’s going to get to go “in the will of God.”

What’s the “will of God?”

For him to stir up a riot when he gets to Jerusalem and

almost get himself killed. He gets put in a prison for two years

in Caesarea then gets shipped off to Rome. And low and

behold the ship he gets on is shipwrecked and 275 people have

to swim to shore. As a good servant, he’s picking up some

sticks to try to get everybody warm because it’s pouring down
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rain. Low and behold all that he gets for picking up sticks is a
snake bite on his hand.

And we’re thinking, “Man Paul in the will of God—storms and
swimming and snake bites and sorry circumstances. I don’t
know if I can take it! I probably could have made it through
the swim but the snake bite probably would have gotten me.
That’s just about the breaking point.”

But “the will of God” 1s not ministered for our comfort zone.
Paul says:

“we’re handicapped on all sides...” (ref. 2 Corinthians 4:8)

We're all going through this! Listen, one thing we have in
common 1s that it ain’t great. We’re having hard times. Let’s
get honest with ourselves and realize this is running uphill in
the wind and it’s tough! And the sooner we get that the more
we're going to be able to encourage one another rather than
come across with this “Oh boy, ain’t it wonderful.”

The wonderful thing, and the only wonderful thing about somé
of the tough things that we’re going through right now is God
1s in control. And He’s on the throne. And boy that gives a lot
of comfort to know He’s there.

In the book After The Storm there’s this little illustration:

(After the Storm by Col. E. H. Jim Ammerman (Ret.)
& Rev. Charlene Ammerman with Andrew Collins)
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A fifth-grade girl in Alabama baked cookies, placed
them 1n a tin, and then added a letter of encouragement to
whoever received the package. A few weeks later, a
serviceman far away from home was given the tin addressed
simply to “A U.S. Army Soldier.” Excitedly he opened it and
discovered that his own daughter was the sender. The young
girl’s package had arrived safely in Saudi to be opened by—
out of the half-million men and women stationed there—her
own father, giving him the lift he needed. Was this merely a
coincidence or was it the hand of the Lord?

p. 40

God 1s 1n control. We have many, many times seen God move
mightily among people and individuals and circumstances.

And that brings a lot of comfort when we’re going through
these rough times.

v. 11 For I am longing to see you in order that I may
share some spiritual gift with you, that you may be
established;

“For I am longing to see you in order that I may share some
spiritual gift with you, that you may be established;”

Now basically Paul says there are THREE REASONS he

wants to come;

1. First, “I want to EDIFY you,”
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2.  Secondly, “I want to ESTABLISH you,” and
3. Thirdly, “I want to ENCOURAGE you.”

v. 12 that is, that I may be encouraged together with
you while among you, each of us by the other’s
faith, both yours and mine.

“that 1s, that I may be encouraged together with you while
among you, each of us by the other’s faith, both yours and
mine.”

“I want to share some spiritual gift with you.”

By the way, if we have a spiritual gift, it always points
outward. It’s to be shared with others. If our spiritual gift is
teaching, we use 1t to edify others. We're not getting anything
particularly out of it. And we’re finding fulfillment in being a
servant for Jesus’ sake. That’s what life 1s all about.

Paul said “I just want to share some things with you when I
get to Rome to edify you. But I'm also concerned about your
foundation. I want you to be established.” That’s why he’s
talking so deep about theological things.

And then the third thing he says, is so neat. He says: “I want
to give you some encouragement but I want you to give me

some too. I want this to be a mutual deal.”

36



Hebrews 10:24

Let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and to
good works.

v. 13 And I am not desiring you to be ignorant,
brethren, that often I planned to come to you (and I
was prevented until now), in order that I might
have some fruit among you also, even as also among
the rest of the Gentiles.

“And I am not desiring you to be ignorant, brethren, that often
I planned to come to you (and I was prevented until now), in
order that I might have some fruit among you also, even as
also among the rest of the Gentiles.”

“I just wanted to come there and I wanted some people to
come to know Christ and I wanted to help some of you grow
up. That was really my reason in coming to be there. But up
until now I've never been able to do it.”

We have Paul’s whole ministry with these four E’s:

1. He’s concerned about EVANGELISM,

2. He’s concerned about EDIFYING,

3 He’s concerned about ESTABLISHING, and

4. He’s concerned about ENCOURAGING one another.
37



And so the apostle Paul is ready.

v. 14 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to
barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish.

“I am under obligation both to the Greeks and to the
barbarians, both to the wise and the foolish.”

“Do you feel that you're under an obligation or responsibility
because somebody died for you and you accepted the message?
You've now got a debt. You've got an obligation to share that
message with others.”

v. 15 Thus, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel
to you also who are in Rome.

“Thus, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also
who are in Rome.”

Now we have our TWO KEY VERSES that wrap it up.

v. 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the
power of God for salvation to everyone who is
believing, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it 1s the power of God

for salvation to everyone who 1s"—WHAT?—“believing,”—

single word all by itself—“to the Jew first”—mnot because

they’re special but because a priority—“and also to the Greek.”
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Now 1f we want to make a little devotion here, we have
EIGHT “I AMs” in that:

1. “I am thanking”—verse 8,

2. “I am serving’—verse 9,

3. “I am making mention”—verse 9,

4. “I am longing”—in verse 11,

5. “I am not desiring”—verse 13,

6. “I am under obligation”™—verse 14,

7. “I am eager’—verse 15, and

8. “I am not ashamed”—verse 16.

The apostle 1s ready to go and to share with them.

v. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from
faith unto faith; even as it has been written, “But

the righteous man shall live by faith.”

“For in it"—WHAT? the gospel is—"“the righteousness of God
[and it’s] revealed from faith unto faith;”

“even as 1t has been written, ‘But the righteous man shall live
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by faith.”

What does that mean? It starts by “faith” and it’s continued by
“faith.”

Colossians 2:16

As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk
in Him.

Now see that phrase “righteousness”? That occurs 36 times in
the letter. So it’s obvious we have found the theme to the
whole letter—*“the righteousness of God.”

Now the question 1s, how do we appropriate that
righteousness of God that is provided for us in Jesus Christ?

And Paul says it’s by faith.
Paul Bunyan in Pilgrim’s Progress put it this way:

(Right with God: A Devotional Study of the Epistle to the
Romans by John G. Mitchell with Dick Bohrer)

John Bunyan said, “Our righteousness is at the right hand
of God where our good works can't help and our failures
can't hurt.” That righteousness is put to the account of every
believer. Christ is our righteousness, and the gospel reveals
the righteousness of God.

pp. 40-41
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Barbara Johnson has this piece in one of her books:

(Stick a Geranium in Your Hat and Be Happy! by Barbara
Johnson)

THE PIT
A man fell into a pit and couldn’t get himself out.

A SUBJECTIVE person came along and said:
“I feel for you, down there.”

An OBJECTIVE person came along and said:
“It’s logical that someone would fall down there.”

A PHARISEE said:
“Only bad people fall into a pit.”

A MATHEMATICIAN
calculated how he fell into the pit.

A NEWS REPORTER
wanted the exclusive story on his pit.

A FUNDAMENTALIST said:
“You deserve your pit.”

An I.R.S. man
asked if he was paying taxes on the pit.
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A SELF-PITYING person said:
“You haven’t seen anything until you've seen MY PIT!”

A CHARISMATIC said:

“Just confess that you're not in a pit.”

An OPTIMIST said:
“Things could be worse.”

A PESSIMIST said:

“Things will get worse!”

JESUS, seeing the man, took him by the hand and

LIFTED HIM OUT of the pit.
—-Source Unknown
pp. 14-15

[The powerful son of God. And then she puts this down there:]

FEELING DOWN?

Just remember that behind every dark and stormy cloud . . .
1s a ruined hairstyle and worms on the sidewalk.

p. 15

Out of these verses we have these 10 lessons.

LESSON #1: Paul's fulfillment 1s 3-fold. He 1s:
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1. a servant
2. a sent one
3. set apart for the gospel of God.

LESSON #2: The gospel is from God, it’s anticipated by the
prophets and revealed in a person, the Lord Jesus.

LESSON #3: Jesus “has been declared to be the powerful
Son of God by the resurrection from the dead.”

LESSON #4: Faith when it 1s real 1s expressed 1n an
obedient heart.

LESSON #5: Is the fruit from your faith making an impact
on the world around you?

LESSON #6: Paul's ministry 1s 4-fold:
1. evangelism,
2. edification,
3. establishment, and

4. encouragement.

LESSON #7: We are under obligation to be ambassadors for
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Jesus Christ.

LESSON #8: Can you say you are eager to proclaim the
gospel?

LESSON #9: Are you ashamed of the gospel of Christ?

LESSON #10: Is your righteousness of your own making or
1s 1t a gift from God?

This came out of In the Eye of the Storm by Max Lucado:

(In the Eve of the Storm: A Dayv in the Life of Jesus
by Max Lucado)

Two battleships assigned to the training squadron had
been at sea on maneuvers in heavy weather for several
days. I was serving on the lead battleship and was on
watch on the bridge as night [began to fall]. The visibility
was poor with patchy fog, so the captain remained on the
bridge keeping an eye on all activities.
Shortly after dark, the lookout on the wing reported,
“Light, bearing on the starboard bow.”
“Is 1t steady or moving astern?” the captain called out.
The lookout replied, “Steady, Captain,” which meant we
were on a dangerous collision course with that ship.
The captain then called to the signalman, “Signal that
ship: ‘We are on a collision course, advise you change
course twenty degrees.”
Back came the signal, “Advisable for you to change
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course twenty degrees.”
The captain said, “Send: ‘I'm a captain, change course
twenty degrees.”
“I'm a seaman second-class,” came the reply. “You had
better change course twenty degrees.”
By that time the captain was [livid with anger]. He spat
out, “Send: ‘T'm a battleship. Change course twenty
degrees.”
Back came the flashing light, “I'm a lighthouse.”

p. 153

Here are some sobering words:

(Moorings in a World Adrift: Answers for Christians Who
Dare to Ask Why by B. Clayton Bell, Sr.)

It was Professor Chad Walsh who wrote that, “Hell 1s God’s
last gift of love to those who will accept nothing else from
His hands.” He wants to give us life. He wants to give us
forgiveness. He wants to give us his righteousness. He wants
to give us heaven. When we refuse what he offers on his
terms, there is nothing else left but to give us what we want
on our terms. That is hell.

p. 72

Father, we come to You and we realize that there are so many
people around us who are complacent and indifferent about
You and what You've done for them. And yet they claim to be
Christians. Father, may we return to the good old Gospel. May
we as Jeremiah said and the Lord had spoken “Find the old

45



ways and walk in them.” But may that sobering statement the
Lord said, “you wouldn’t walk in them,” not be true of us. May
we 1f 1t’s necessary for us to change our course, that we change
1t. And for the sake of our eternal destiny and those around
us, we would be true individuals that demonstrate a
transparency of life because we know Jesus Christ as our Lord
and Savior. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of ROMANS
The Gift of God’s Grace
“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness™

STUDY NUMBER ONE - ROMANS 1:1-17

NOTES

v. 1 Paul, a bondslave of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, having
been set apart for the gospel of God,

v. 2 which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the
holy scriptures,

v. 3 concerning His Son, who was born of the seed of David
according to the flesh,

v. 4 who has been declared to be the powerful Son of God by the
resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness,
Jesus Christ our Lord,

v. 5 through whom we received grace and apostleship with a view
to [promoting] obedience which springs from faith among all the
Gentiles, for His name’s sake,

v. 6 among whom you are also the called ones of Jesus Christ;

v. 7 to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called saints. Grace to
you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
v. 8 First, I am thanking my God through Jesus Christ for you all,
because your faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole
world.

v. 9 For my witness is God, whom I am serving in my spirit in the
preaching of the gospel of His Son, how unceasingly I am making
mention of you,

v. 10 always in my prayers making request, if perhaps now at last
I may succeed in the will of God to come to you.

v. 11 For I am longing to see you in order that I may share some
spiritual gift with you, that you may be established;

v. 12 that is, that I may be encouraged together with you while
among you, each of us by the other’s faith, both yours and mine.
v. 13 And I am not desiring you to be ignorant, brethren, that often
I planned to come to you (and I was prevented until now), in order
that I might have some fruit among you also, even as also among
the rest of the Gentiles.
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NOTES
v. 14 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both
to the wise and to the foolish.
v. 15 Thus, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also
who are in Rome.
v. 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God
for salvation to everyone who is believing, to the Jew first and also
to the Greek.
v. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith unto

faith; even as it has been written, “But the righteous man shall
live by faith.”

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Romans 1:1-17 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. How does Paul describe Jesus Christ in verse 4?

3. What springs from faith, according to verse 5?
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6. Why does Paul want to see the Romans, according to

4. What 1s Paul thanking God for, according to verse 8 and
verse 117

why?
7. What 1s Paul eager to do, according to verse 15?

5. What is Paul praying for in verse 10?
8. What two reasons does Paul give for not being ashamed of

the gospel in verses 16 & 177



9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Paul’s fulfillment is three-fold. He is:
1) a servant; 2) a sent one; and 3) set apart for the Gospel

of God.

LESSON #2: The Gospel is from God, anticipated by the
prophets, and revealed in a Person, the Lord Jesus.

LESSON #3: Jesus “has been declared to be the powerful Son
of God by the resurrection from the dead.”

LESSON #4: Faith, when it 1s real, 1s expressed in an obedient
heart.
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LESSON #5: Is the fruit from your faith making an impact on
the world around you?

LESSON #6: Paul’s ministry is four-fold: 1) evangelism;
2) edification; 3) establishment; and 4) encouragement

LESSON #7: We are under obligation to be ambassadors for
Jesus Christ.

LESSON #8: Can you say you are eager to proclaim the
Gospel?

LESSON #9: Are you ashamed of the Gospel of Christ?

LESSON #10: Is your righteousness of your own making or is
1t a gift from God?
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