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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

 

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

Study Number Twenty-One – Romans 9:1-13 

 

 

Barbara Johnson in her book Stick a Geranium in Your Hat 

and Be Happy! says: 

 

(Stick a Geranium in Your Hat and Be Happy! by Barbara 

Johnson) 

 

Motherhood is full of 

frustrations and challenges . . . 

but, eventually they move out 

 

   —Shoebox Greetings 

p. 17 

 

We’ve never covered a series of studies that more critically 

deals with the issue of one’s eternal destiny than this series in 

the book of Romans. That’s Paul’s whole purpose in writing 

the book. Here’s a brief review. 

 

Our key verses for the book of Romans are: 
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Romans 1:16, 17 

 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 

for salvation to everyone who is believing, to the Jew first and 

also to the Greek. For in it [that is the gospel] the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith unto faith; even as 

it has been written, “The righteous man shall live by faith.” 

 

We learned that it is absolutely necessary for us to accept 

what God has done in the person of Christ in order to be 

declared righteous in His sight. This is done by the single 

condition of faith. 

 

Works is not involved, church membership is not involved, 

baptism or circumcision or whatever we want to put in there 

is not involved. A man is declared righteous by faith—Romans 

1:17.  

 

Now remember that after he said that in Romans 1:17, 

beginning at verse 18 all the way down to Romans 3:20, he 

was declaring the fact that all of us need that righteousness. 

When he got to Romans 3 he says all of us have sinned.  

 

Romans 3:10 

 

There is none righteous, no not one. 

 

There’s no exception to this. Then in Romans 3:21-29 he tells 

us how to appropriate that righteousness by faith. 
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Then all he did in chapter 4 was we used Abraham as an 

illustration of how a man is declared righteous by faith. 

Abraham—Genesis 15:6—was declared righteous by faith. 

And he used that as an illustration to show us that it’s exactly 

the same for each of us. 

 

Now the first 8 chapters of the book of Romans dealt with this 

great doctrine of salvation. So, chapters 5-8 only take what 

has been stated in chapters 1-4 and makes it personal.  

 

Out of being declared righteous then God wants us to develop 

a deepening relationship that changes our life and that’s 

Romans 5, 6, 7 and 8.  

 

How do we gain victory over sin? How do we learn to walk 

with God in the power of the Spirit? Romans 5-8. 

 

Then when we get to chapter 9 it’s like it’s different. He starts 

talking about the nation of Israel and his own people—9, 10 

and 11.  

 

Then chapters 12-16 are what we call the PRACTICAL 

SECTION.  

 

One writer put it this way: 

 

In Romans 1-8 the key word is FAITH. In Romans 9-11 the 

key word is HOPE. And in Romans 12-16 the key word is 

LOVE. It’s my responsibility as a believer, my first 

responsibility to my brothers and sisters in the body of Christ 
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to love them with the love of Christ. 

(source unknown) 

 

And those three words would do it. Now if we took Romans 9, 

10 and 11, that we’re going to look at, we can also put on 

Romans 9 the word PAST. We can put on Romans 10 the word 

PRESENT. And we can put on Romans 11 the word FUTURE. 

 

We have God’s past dealings with Israel, God’s present 

dealings with Israel, and God’s future dealings with Israel in 

these three chapters. 

 

Now as we get ready then to launch into the chapter that 

we’re going to look at, remember that what we’re getting 

ready for emotionally is almost like what happens to us 

physically.  

 

And that’s the difference between Romans 8 and Romans 9. 

When we get through Romans 8 we are on cloud 9. Romans 

8:38 and 39: “Who shall separate us from the love of God, 

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord? Shall death, life, 

principalities, powers, things present, things to come, heights 

nor depth, nor any other creature shall be able to separate us 

from the love of God in Christ.” 

 

Wonderful Paul! That’s great! And then we get to Romans 9 

and we’re clear down here at the bottom. 

 

Now why do we make an issue out of that? Because when Paul 

wrote this letter he didn’t say, “Well now I’m going to write 
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Romans 1-8 today and then I’ll think I’ll wait a couple of 

weeks and then I’ll start on chapter 9.” He wrote a letter. He 

didn’t have verses. He didn’t have any chapters.  

 

Men have come along after these letters had been written and 

put in the chapters and the verses. So, when we get through 

with this great verse that says “nothing shall separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus,” we’re ready to sing the 

doxology. And Paul isn’t ready. He has something that’s really 

hurting him badly. And emotionally it’s just like we’re going 

from this real big high, clear down into the depths.  

 

Why did Paul write Romans 9, 10 and 11 in this wonderful 

letter? 

 

1. Number one, he wants to teach us something and that is 

God has a sovereign right to make some choices. God had a 

sovereign right to choose the Jews when He chose the Jews. 

And He didn’t choose anybody else, He chose them through 

whom the Christ would come.  

 

And that’s going to be a neat lesson that’s going to come out of 

this. It’s going to make us tremble a little bit in our shoes.  

 

2. And then second, does God keep His promises? Is God 

faithful to His promises? 

 

Now when it looks like we’re looking at the nation Israel right 

now, God isn’t keeping His promises is He? God told them 

they’re going to have a land, they’re going to have a seed, 
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they’re going to have an eternal kingdom, and that hasn’t 

been fulfilled yet. 

 

Now there are a lot of Bible students who don’t think that 

there is any future for the nation Israel. In fact, there are 

some teachings that would tell us that the church today has 

all the promises of Israel. 

 

If we hold that theological position, what does that do? That 

means God can just take any old promises He wants to and 

just cancel them whenever He wants to and just apply them to 

somebody else when He wants to. Our eternal destiny and our 

parade wave are staked on the fact that God said, “I give unto 

them eternal life and they shall never perish. Neither shall 

anyone take them out of My hand.” (ref. John 10:28) 

 

Now the God that said that is also the God who said that the 

nation Israel was going to be in a land and that Christ was 

going to come through them and they’re going to have an 

eternal kingdom. And so, if God fails in His promises to Israel 

then what stops Him from changing His mind about our 

relationship to Him too whenever He wants to withdraw 

salvation for lack of performance or something?  

 

These chapters are very, very critical and very important. And 

it is sad that these chapters have been left in the dust. A lot of 

emotion has gone into getting ready to teach Romans 9:13 

which says, “Jacob, I loved and Esau I hated.”  

 

But that’s hard, isn’t it? That’s something that’s a thorny 
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issue that we probably have never really sat down and 

scrutinized the ramifications involved in a statement like that 

and we’re going to have fun doing it. 

 

Now just a few more things before we get started.  

 

1. God has the sovereign right to choose the nation through 

whom His Son is going to come. That’s chapter 9.  

 

2. Secondly, God has a sovereign right to set aside Israel for 

a time to accomplish other purposes—and that’s chapter 10. 

In His own time schedule, He has set aside Israel for right 

now from the blessing of His promises because of their sin and 

their disobedience. Blindness has happened to Israel.  

 

3. And then thirdly, God has the sovereign right to restore 

that nation and He’s going to do it—chapter 11. 

 

We have the words: CHOOSE, SET ASIDE and RESTORE. 

 

These verses are great to start with: 

 

Lamentations 3:22, 23 

 

It’s of the Lord’s mercies that we’re not consumed 

because His compassions fail not. 

They’re new every morning; 

great is Thy faithfulness. 

 

And then we could well sing those great verses: 
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Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not; 

As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 

(source unknown) 

 

And here’s one more: 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:24 

 

Faithful is the one who is calling you and He will also bring it 

to pass. 

 

We can be safe in staking our eternal destiny on the promises 

of God which tell us that by faith we are declared righteous in 

God’s sight, our sin has been canceled and paid for. We are as 

perfectly righteous as Jesus Christ in God’s presence the 

minute we by faith appropriate what Christ did on the Cross.  

 

And the same God that made those promises to us is the God 

who promised a seed, a land and an eternal kingdom to the 

nation Israel. 

 

The blue norther just blew in and we’re at chapter 9 and verse 

1. 

 

v. 1 I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my 

conscience is bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, 
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“I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience 

is bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit,” 

 

Now he starts out with a NEGATIVE and a POSITIVE here. 

 

His POSITIVE is: 

 

“I am telling the truth in Christ,” 

 

And the NEGATIVE is: 

 

“I am not lying,” 

 

“my conscience is bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit,” 

 

Acts 24:16 

 

Herein do I exercise myself to have always a conscience void of 

offence toward God and toward men. 

 

When we see something like that Paul is getting ready to say 

some pretty serious things. Just think, “I solemnly swear to 

tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth so 

help me God!” 

 

It’s almost like he’s taking an oath here when we look at that 

because he’s saying three things. And immediately, as we look 

at that verse, we have to ask, “Paul, what is it that you’re 

telling the truth about in Christ? Paul, why are you telling us 

you’re not lying? Why are you telling us that your conscience 
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inside is bearing witness in the Holy Spirit?” 

 

Well, let’s put it this way. Paul is saying, “What I be is what 

you see. I’m a man of integrity and what I’m getting ready to 

tell you, you’re going to have a hard time to relate to it and 

you’re going to have a hard time believing it. But I want to tell 

you, right at the outset, that what I’m getting ready to tell you 

is the truth about me even though you can’t relate to it.” 

 

Now is that pretty strong?  

 

v. 2 that I am having great sorrow and unceasing grief 

in my heart.  

 

“that I am having great sorrow and unceasing grief in my 

heart.” 

 

Now how can a guy having just gotten through giving this 

great praise of never being separated from God in Christ 

Jesus now come off of that pinnacle and in the next statement 

tell us that He has two things in his heart? 

 

1. He has “great sorrow” and 

 

2. “unceasing grief.” 

 

What is that? That is a guy that’s devastated.  

 

Anybody else have “great sorrow and unceasing grief” in their 

hearts? Well how about Jesus?  
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Remember after Palm Sunday as He is talking and looking 

over the city of Jerusalem. The next day He says: 

 

Matthew 23:37-38 

 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones 

those who are sent to you! How often would I have gathered 

your children together, as a chicken gathers her chicks under 

her wings, but you would not! So your city is going to be left 

desolate unto you! 

 

1 John 3:18 

 

My little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, 

but in deed and in truth. 

 

In Mark 3:5, Jesus is in the synagogue on the Sabbath and 

there’s a guy there with polio. And Jesus looks at the 

Pharisees and He asks, “Is it alright to do good on the Sabbath 

to save a life or to kill?” And the Pharisee just looked at Him 

and the Word says, “Jesus looked at them and He was grieved 

over them because of the callousness of their heart.” (ref. 

Mark 3:5) 

 

When’s the last time we had “great sorrow and unceasing 

grief” in our heart?  

 

 “Oh, when so-and-so died. Oh, when this happened.” 
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Why does Paul have it? Verse 3 gives us the REASON. 

 

Whenever a verse starts with “For” we always have a reason. 

This is the reason Paul’s feeling so bad. This is the reason he 

has such great grief and “unceasing grief” and “great sorrow.” 

 

v. 3 For I was on the point of wishing that I myself were 

accursed, [separated] from Christ for the sake of 

my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh,  

 

“For I was on the point of wishing that I myself were accursed, 

[or separated] from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my 

kinsmen according to the flesh,” 

 

Now understand why he has to take an oath to say, “I 

solemnly tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the 

truth and I’m not lying and the Spirit of God is bearing 

witness with my conscience that I would have this great grief 

and sorrow in my heart, because you don’t have it! And this 

teacher doesn’t have it!” 

 

We’re living in a lukewarm modern day Laodicean church! 

When’s the last time we spent a night losing sleep over the 

lost soul of someone that we dearly love that we know is not 

redeemed?  

 

Now be honest! We go through a lot of sound and fury and 

signifying nothing, but when it comes right down to the 

bottom line, do we hurt and cry and sorrow over the lost? 

Because we couldn’t relate, he had to take an oath, when we’re 
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really honest. 

 

Name one person that we would go to hell for so they could go 

to heaven? That’s all he’s telling us in these first three verses. 

“I love the Jews so much, my own brethren, that I’d go to hell 

so they could go to heaven.”  

 

Know what that is? That is God’s love in human flesh. And 

here’s a guy who’s been stoned, been beaten by these very 

people who’ve made bitter accusations and tried to ruin his 

ministry. Who have not only beaten him and made 

accusations but they’ve stirred up riots!  

 

And Paul, unflinching in his devotion to his own people, still 

has this compelling compassion that they’d come to know 

Christ and that he’d change places with them if they could 

just come to know the Savior. 

 

In Acts 21 Paul comes to Jerusalem and he’s bringing the 

R.O.T.S.—the Relief of the Saints deal—that he’d been 

collecting all this time for these Christians in Judea. And he 

delivers the offering and then he goes up to the temple and he 

starts a riot.  

 

And those people tried to kill him and the Roman soldiers got 

there and literally carried him like a victorious coach to the 

barracks. And when they finally get to the barracks, the 

people are still yelling, “Away with him! Away with him! Let 

us have him! We’ll kill him!”  
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Paul asks the Roman soldier if he could just give his 

testimony to them on the stairs. As he stands there on the 

stairs, he starts to speak in fluent Hebrew. And they could 

have heard a pin drop as he gives testimony of the love of 

Jesus Christ to them. 

 

All we’re asking is what’s wrong with our commitment? 

What’s wrong with our concern for the lost? And our desire to 

have them exposed? 

 

Anybody else in the Bible have these kinds of feelings? 

Remember Moses when he came down off of Mount Sinai with 

the Law and he finds Aaron leading fireside aerobics before a 

golden calf? What happens? He throws them down in anger! 

He wants to kill them!  

 

And then in the next picture we see him in Exodus 32:32 and 

he’s on the mountain saying, “Oh God, forgive this people. And 

if you don’t, just blot me out of Your book, that’s all. I love 

these people.” 

 

We not only see it in Moses, but we really do see it in the 

apostle Paul in a lot of places. 

 

In Philippians 2:17 he says: 

 

Philippians 2:17  

 

If my life is poured out as a sacrifice upon the offering, as a 

sacrifice in service for your faith, I joy and rejoice with you all. 
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He’s glad to be spent. 

 

We talk a lot about RENEWAL. We talk a lot about 

REVIVAL. But it isn’t going to happen until somebody in the 

clergy begins to realize that servanthood is primary. And 

sacrificial servanthood, to be pained enough for people who 

are lost, to make a distinction and to make a difference. 

 

And then when the people in the pews see that in the pulpit, 

then “Katy bar the door!” in people that are going to be won to 

Christ because the Spirit is going to move mightily. 

 

All Paul is doing is exactly what Jesus did for us. He actually 

pulled that off. Paul said, “We can’t be separated”—Romans 8. 

He said “I wish I could be”—Romans 9—“because of my love 

for them.” But Jesus could and did and was! 

 

Galatians 3:13 

 

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being 

made a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is anyone who 

hangs upon a tree”— 

 

When Christ paid our debt on the Cross, He literally was 

separated from God the Father. 

 

“My God, my God! Why hast Thou forsaken me?” (ref. 

Matthew 27:46) As He was made sin for us so that we might 

have life. He literally went to hell and paid the price for us 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



16 

 

and for our sin. 

 

“Paul, it really grips me that you care that much and that you 

love like that.” 

 

Any other picture of that in scripture? Remember in Genesis 

44 when Judea finds out that Benjamin’s got the silver cup in 

his sack and Joseph—they don’t know it’s Joseph—but Joseph 

says, “Benjamin’s going to stay here. The rest of you can go 

home.” Remember what Judea says? “Oh please, please. Let 

me stay. But let Benjamin go home or the old man, his father, 

will die.” In other words, Judea foreshadows what Christ did. 

 

And then another kind of pathetic parallel is in the life of 

David. He could not get reconciled to his son. And after five 

years Absalom forms a rebellion against his father and drives 

him from the kingdom. And then after that horrible, horrible 

experience of rebellion Absalom dies. And when David hears 

those words, in his great grief he says, “Oh my son, my son, 

Absalom. If only I had died instead of you. Absalom my son, 

my son.” (ref. 2 Samuel 18:33) 

 

We don’t know whether he really meant that or not in his grief 

or that he would have taken his place because of his love. But 

we know that Jesus Christ meant that. We know that the 

apostle Paul meant it. And if the Father felt it and Christ felt 

it and Paul felt it, why don’t we feel that kind of sorrow? 

 

The answer to that question is personal so we’re going to leave 

it there. 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



17 

 

 

Now look at verses 4 and 5. 

 

v. 4 who are Israelites, to whom is belonging the 

adoption as sons and the glory and the covenants 

and the giving of the Law and the temple service 

and the promises,  

 

“who are Israelites, to whom is belonging the adoption as sons 

and the glory and the covenants and the giving of the Law and 

the temple service and the promises,” 

 

Ever felt sorrow when someone doesn’t take advantage of the 

opportunities that are given to them?  

 

All Paul’s going to do in verses 4 and 5 is show us the EIGHT 

PRIVILEGES of the Jews that should have caused them to 

gain the prize. But privilege never guarantees the prize. 

 

Does it bother us that a famous athlete has to mess around 

enough to get their life screwed up and ruin every opportunity 

to be a real, true, honest hero to our American kids? Does that 

grieve us?  

 

Naturally those things do when we see people just ruining 

their lives by deliberate disobedience and sin and compromise. 

 

All Paul’s doing is just telling us they knew better! They had 

every privilege in the world and should have known Christ 

when He came! But they missed it!  
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And so his great sorrow and grief is defined here by the fact 

that there were eight wonderful privileges they had but they 

did not avail themselves of those privileges. 

 

Privilege #1: “the adoption as sons” 

 

Exodus 4:22 

 

The Lord said: “Israel is my firstborn son.” 

 

Yes, this is one of His kids! Israel. 

 

And then: 

 

Privilege #2: “the glory” 

 

That’s the Shekinah glory. That’s the cloud by day and the fire 

by night. The visible presence of God among them. That was a 

privilege they had. 

 

Privilege #3: “the covenants” 

 

The Abrahamic covenant—the promise of the seed and the 

land. 

 

The Davidic covenant—the promise of an eternal kingdom. 

 

The New covenant—the promises of a new heart and a new 

relationship. 
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Privilege #4: “the giving of the Law” 

 

They were stewards of the Mosaic Law.  

 

Privilege #5: “the temple service” 

 

They had the priests and the people involved in all of the 

worship of the nation Israel. They should have known. 

 

Privilege #6: “and the promises” 

 

What are those? Well, we thought about a lot of those during 

Christmas, didn’t we?  

 

Isaiah promised them that a virgin would conceive. (ref. 

Isaiah 7:14) And Isaiah promised in 9:6 that “to us a child is 

born, to us a son is given, and the government will be upon his 

shoulders.” 

 

Micah came along and he said in Micah 5:2 that it was going 

to be in Bethlehem.  

 

So they had all these wonderful promises!  

 

And then verse 5 goes on to give us the other two privileges. 

 

v. 5 of whom are the fathers, and out from whom is the 

Christ according to the flesh, the one who is over 

all, God blessed forever. Amen.  
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“of whom are the fathers, and out from whom is the Christ 

according to the flesh, the one who is over all, God blessed 

forever. Amen.” 

 

Privilege #7: “are the fathers” 

 

Who are they? Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph—all the great 

ones came from them. 

 

And what’s the final privilege? He saves the best till last, 

doesn’t he? 

 

Privilege #8: “out from who is the Christ according to the 

flesh” 

 

Of all the ways that God could bring his son into the world, He 

chooses the Jews! The Messiah is going to come through the 

Jews! What a privilege!  

 

And Paul loves it so much he gives us a little parade wave as 

he ends that one. That’s just too much.  

 

“God blessed forever. Amen!” 

 

Boy he really gets after it.  

 

And when we get to verse 6, Paul makes a very important 

statement.  
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v. 6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. 

For they are not all Israel who are [descended] 

from Israel;  

 

“But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they 

are not all Israel who are [descended] from Israel;” 

 

In other words, don’t make the mistake that because the Jews 

didn’t believe, because the Jews didn’t respond like they were 

supposed to—to all their privileges—that something happened 

to the Word of God.  

 

Isn’t that wonderful? That makes us realize that God’s 

promises are not affected by our response to those promises. 

God’s promises don’t fail when we fail. God is sovereign and 

faithful to keep the promises. That ought to give us a lot of 

peace as we think about our eternal destiny and our 

relationship with Him.  

 

The Word does not fail.  

 

Isaiah 55:10, 11 

 

…the word will not return unto me void, but it shall 

accomplish that which I please. I shall prosper in the thing 

whereto I sent it. 

 

Now notice he’s getting ready to give us two closing 

illustrations to the passage. And we’re getting very close right 

now. 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



22 

 

 

What is he going to tell us in these closing two illustrations? 

He’s going to tell us that God is sovereign and He makes some 

very painful choices once in a while. But God is God and He 

has a right to make those kinds of choices, because He’s God. 

 

The thing that’s evident in this passage is God’s power and 

God’s sovereignty. Just the thought that He’s the man 

upstairs or that we would ever think a thought of coming to 

tell God what He has to do to please us. God is sovereign and 

He has a right to make choices. And He does make some real 

choices here. 

 

Ray Stedman put it this way: 

 

 Surely this is one of the major problems we face in dealing 

with God. There have been times when I have been bewildered 

and baffled by God’s behavior. I have seen solutions to certain 

problems; I could see how to work them out—but God seemed 

totally unable to catch on. Even when I told Him how to solve 

a situation, rather than take the simple steps (as I saw them) 

that would have worked out the solutions, He persisted in 

going into deeply involved relationships and circumstances 

that seemed to have no bearing at all on the working out of 

that problem. I am confronted, finally, with the truth of 

Isaiah’s words. God is beyond me. Now, that is the attitude we 

must keep in mind as we go through the rest of this chapter. 

(source unknown) 
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v. 7 neither are they all children because they are 

offspring of Abraham, but: “through Isaac your 

offspring will be named.”  

 

“neither are they all children because they are offspring of 

Abraham, but: ‘through Isaac your offspring will be named.”’ 

 

Abraham and Sarah had the promise of the Abrahamic 

covenant. They were going to have a child. Ten years into that 

promise and no baby born, Sarah says, “go into the Egyptian 

handmaid and have a baby” and Ishmael is born.  

 

Now Ishmael’s a teenager when God comes along and says, 

“Guess what? Sarah might be 90 but next year she’s going to 

have a baby.” And Abraham nearly fell out and of course so 

did Sarah. The thought that he being a 100 and she being 90 

they could have a baby. But next year they did and Isaac was 

born. 

 

So now God has to make a choice between Ishmael and Isaac 

as far as His promises are concerned, and the coming of 

Christ. And guess what? He didn’t choose Ishmael. He chose 

Isaac instead of Ishmael. 

 

The next verse explains it.  

 

v. 8 That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are 

children of God, but the children of the promise are 

regarded as offspring.  
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“That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are children of 

God, but the children of the promise are regarded as the 

offspring.” 

 

Well of course. Anything that’d come out of the flesh, God’s 

going to reject it, isn’t He? And so God would choose the child 

of the promise. Right? Good.  

 

Okay. We have two mothers here. One’s from the flesh and 

one’s from the promise and so God’s going to choose the one 

from the promise and he put the other momma aside and her 

boy Ishmael. 

 

Whereas we have mothers in the first one, we have one 

momma in the second. She has two babies in her womb and 

before either one of them are born, God’s already made His 

choice. Uh-huh.  

 

Now see what that does to our works theology. And see what 

that does to God being impressed by what we do in order to 

accept us in His presence when He makes a choice before the 

baby’s even born. Now we’re getting down there where it’s 

getting a little hard and we have to do some thinking. 

 

v. 9 For this is a word of promise: “At this time I will 

come and Sarah shall have a son.”  

 

“For this is a word of promise: ‘At this time I will come and 

Sarah shall have a son.’” 
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v. 10 And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, 

conceiving [twins] by one man, Isaac our father;  

 

“And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, conceiving 

[twins] by one man, Isaac our father;” 

 

Now there are THREE important words in verse 11. Don’t 

miss them. 

 

v. 11 for though [the twins] were not yet born, nor 

having done anything good or bad, in order that the 

purpose of God according to His choice may 

remain, not because of works, but because of Him 

who is calling,  

 

“for though [the twins] were not yet born, nor having done 

anything good or bad, in order that the purpose of God”—is 

the first one—“according to His choice”—is the second one—

“may remain, not because of works, but because of Him who is 

calling,”—third word. 

 

1. “purpose,” 

 

2. “choice,”  

 

3. “calling.” 

 

Now, since God created all this and since we’re here because 

God allowed us to be, and He’s given us the number of years 

that we’ve had to this point, all of us are totally involved with 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



26 

 

God whether we want to be or not. Because the God that 

brought us IN is the God who’ll take us OUT. And He can 

make another one of us that’s a whole lot better than us. We 

know that. So, God is sovereign, right? And He can make a 

choice in relation to His purpose. 

 

Martyn Lloyd-Jones makes a statement that comes out of this 

kind of thinking that we really need to listen to. This is 

powerful preaching. 

 

(The Sovereign Spirit: Discerning His Gifts by Martyn Lloyd-

Jones)  

 

… we must never use the word ‘claim’. It is incompatible with 

sovereignty. People say, ‘Claim this gift; claim healing.’ You 

cannot claim healing. The Apostle himself claimed healing 

three times and did not get it. Never claim; never even use the 

word. We are to submit ourselves—it is the Spirit who gives. 

The claiming of gifts, or claiming even the baptism of the 

Spirit, is something that is clearly incompatible with the 

whole of the New Testament emphasis. No, no, he is Lord, he 

controls and he gives. You can supplicate but you must never 

claim. Never! 

pp. 48-49 

 

We get a little bit nervous when we hear people telling God 

what He has to do to make them happy. Paul said three times, 

“Please God, if You’ll just take this thorn out of my body” as 

he supplicates before God. And God says “No! I have a better 

plan and purpose for that thorn being there!”  
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And we must come like Jesus did in the Garden of 

Gethsemane. He would not even claim exemption from the 

Cross but would say, “Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 

from me. But nevertheless, I would never question Your 

sovereignty. Not My will, but Yours be done.” (ref. Matthew 

26:39) 

 

Oh, watch it today. Be careful what we tell a sovereign God 

who is faithful to keep His promises, who knows what’s best. 

And it’s better to die of cancer and go to glory than to stay 

here an extra number of years just for our own personal 

comfort!  

 

God does know what’s best and He does know what’s right. 

And it’s okay to ask Him and to supplicate, but never claim by 

telling Him what He has to do. When we do that, we really get 

into trouble.  

 

Now notice verse 12—that’s why. 

 

v. 12 it was said to her, “The older will serve the 

younger.”  

 

“it was said to her, ‘The older will serve the younger.’” 

 

Isaiah 55: 8, 9 

 

“My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 

ways,” saith the Lord. “For as the heavens are higher than the 
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earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, than my 

thoughts and your thoughts.” 

 

But guess what? God is sovereign and He’s going to do it His 

way, not the way we think He ought to do it. That’s where we 

have to have enough confidence in God’s love and in God’s 

faithfulness that He’ll always do it right. And so we can thank 

Him, we can worship Him, we can trust Him, and above all we 

can be obedient and do it His way. 

 

Now remember Joseph, probably the only mistake or blemish 

on Joseph’s record is when it comes time for the blessing of his 

boys. Remember when Joseph takes Ephraim and Manasseh 

before Jacob to be blessed? Ephraim and Manasseh—

Manasseh the oldest and Ephraim the youngest. And when he 

brings him to his old blind father to be blessed, what does he 

do? He takes Manasseh and puts him over by his right hand 

and takes Ephraim and puts him over by his left hand and old 

Jacob gets ready to bless and he crosses his hands. And 

Jacob’s grabbing for the hands and saying, “No, no my father!” 

And all old Jacob says in Genesis 48 is that Ephraim is going 

to be first. Manasseh is going to be second. God has His way. 

 

And here He is sovereign and He’ll do it His way. Now we 

saved the best till last.  

 

v. 13 Even as it has been written, “Jacob I loved, but 

Esau I hated.”  

 

“Even as it has been written, ‘Jacob I loved, but Esau I 
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hated.’” 

 

Where is that quoted from? Let’s get that down first. Where 

did that come from in the Old Testament?  

 

It comes from the last book of the Old Testament. It’s Malachi 

1:2, 3. 

 

Okay, when did God say, “Jacob I loved and Esau I hated”? 

One thousand years after the fact.  

 

We don’t hear God saying when these two babies are in the 

womb back here in the book of Genesis recorded in the time 

sequence. God said, “I’m choosing Jacob but Esau I hate.” The 

record of it doesn’t occur until a thousand years later as 

Malachi picks up on it.  

 

This tells us that because God knows ahead of time what 

we’re going to do, He can make some judgments and some 

choices. For instance, He knows what we’re going to do with 

Jesus if we’re uncomfortable and the Holy Spirit is speaking 

to us.  

 

He knows whether we’re going to walk out and be the same as 

when we came in or if we’re going to respond by faith to the 

Lord Jesus Christ and be declared righteous in His sight. He 

knew before eternity what we were going to do. And guess 

what? He knew before eternity that we were going to be 

exactly where we are today. 
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Now that’s one thing. God gives everybody a chance. The big 

question is: how do we have a sovereign God and a free will at 

the same time? And guess what? That is the big question for 

the first Bible study in the sky. 

 

When we get to glory the Lord will handle that. But in this 

study, it’s kind of fun because we’re going to move from the 

sovereignty of God in chapter 9 to the free will of man in 

chapter 10. And when we get through this series, we’re going 

to have it all kind of put together in our thinking and that’s 

the purpose and objective. 

 

Now we also learned from this verse that God’s sovereign 

choice was not by works. Because neither one of them had 

done anything. And that’s an important thing because there’s 

still lots of people running around with their tongues hanging 

out thinking that they’re gaining points for their eternal 

destiny and for their salvation by their human works. And it 

has nothing to do with being declared righteous as we’ve 

already learned in Romans chapters 1-4. 

 

Now let’s deal with the word “hate.”  

 

When we think of the term “hate,” we think of emotion don’t 

we? “I hate you!” or “I love you!” And there are two opposite 

emotional extremes.  

 

Now when an easterner used the word “hate” it had no 

emotion in it. The only way they would use the word “hate” is 

to say that they chose somebody else they loved and so 
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everybody else was “hated” because they weren’t a choice. 

 

In other words, “hate” refers to the fact that there is a higher 

choice.  

 

Matthew 6:24, we really understand it when we hear it in this 

kind of a context. The Lord says: 

 

Matthew 6:24 

 

No man can serve two masters; for either he will love the one 

and hate the other, he will hold to the one and despise the 

other. You cannot love God and money at the same time. 

 

What is He saying? He said we can’t love God—have that 

number one priority in our life—and money at the same time. 

We can’t have two top priorities in our life at the same time. 

One has to be loved and the other has to be hated. The one 

that’s loved is number one. 

 

Now that makes this passage in Luke 14:26 come alive when 

we see it this way. 

 

Luke 14:26 

 

If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and 

mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, 

and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. 

 

Now that’s hard, isn’t it? To think we have to hate our mom 
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and dad, our brothers and sisters and everybody in order to be 

His disciple. We don’t want to do that.  

 

No. He’s just saying, “If you’re going to be My disciple, I’ve got 

to be number one! And everybody else is number two in 

relation to number one!” That’s all it means. 

 

So when, by priority, He knew ahead of time that Esau was 

going to reject Him, He chose Jacob who was going to receive 

Him. 

 

Now don’t get way off here, but balance it with these two 

verses. 

 

2 Peter 3:9 

 

The Lord is not willing that any should perish but that all 

should come to repentance. 

 

Ezekiel 33:11 

 

Say unto them, “As I live, says the Lord, I take no pleasure in 

the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way 

and live. Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways! For why will 

you die, O house of Israel?” 

 

When do we have the last confrontation between Esau and 

Jacob? Ever thought of that?  

 

The last confrontation between Esau and Jacob is when Christ 
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on the night or actually the morning that He dies on the 

Cross, is confronted with Harod. Harod is a descendant of 

Esau and Jesus doesn’t even give him the time of day. When 

He is confronted there, Harod the fox, wants Him to do a 

miracle or walk on the swimming pool or do something. But 

He doesn’t even give him the time of day. 

 

The choice is only borne out in what happens in the seed of 

Esau. 

 

It’s all of God’s grace. How in the world could He do it? 

 

Now that troubles us, doesn’t it? But can we bring that right 

down to where we live to show that we’re inconsistent?  

 

Does a coach have a right to change a quarterback? We’re 

inconsistent. We can be on one side or the other, but a coach 

has a right to choose because he’s the coach.  

 

And listen, God is the sovereign coach and He has a right to 

make some difficult choices. And when He makes them, we 

have to just trust Him.  

 

Paul Harvey tells this story: 

 

(Paul Harvey’s For What It’s Worth. Edited by Paul Harvey, 

Jr.) 

 

Dr. Martin MacIntyre is sharing with our For What It’s 

Worth Department something very personal today . . . 
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 A note from his small daughter. 

 Yesterday the Potomac, Maryland, dentist refused to 

allow his daughter Sarah to go to the pool for the third time in 

one day . . . 

 He just said no and that was that.  

 So—last evening—Sarah, age six, wrote a note in red 

pencil and left it on her daddy’s pillow. 

 It said: 

 Daddy—I hate you. 

 And it’s signed, Love—Sarah. 

p. 11 

 

We can relate sometimes.  

 

There are 10 lessons that come out of this study and here they 

are: 

 

Lesson #1: Paul is demonstrating himself as a man of 

integrity because he is “telling the truth with a clear 

conscience.” 

 

Lesson #2: How many people are there for whom you have 

“great sorrow and unceasing grief in your heart?” 

 

Lesson #3: For how many people would you give up your right 

to salvation in order that they might be saved? 

 

Lesson #4: In this passage we see the “service and sacrifice of 

a genuine servant.” 
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Lesson #5: The apostle is demonstrating the same compassion 

of Christ. 

 

Lesson #6: Privilege does not guarantee the prize. 

 

Lesson #7: By God’s setting aside of Israel the word of God has 

not failed. 

 

Lesson #8: The blessing of God was based on sovereign 

election, not on merit or human works. 

 

Lesson #9: Ishmael is a son of the flesh and Isaac is the son of 

the promise. 

 

Lesson #10: The purpose of God in all of this is to bring the 

Messiah, the Christ, into the world. 

 

Now before we close, what is your relationship to the 

sovereign God?  

 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon says: 

 

“Sometimes gray heads can cover black hearts.” 

(source unknown) 

 

“Man looks on the outward appearance but God looks on the 

heart.” (ref. 1 Samuel 16:7) 

 

Luis Palau put it this way in his book called Say Yes! 
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(Say Yes! by Luis Palau) 

 

 When we confess our sins to the Lord, they’re washed. 

They’re cleansed. “As far as the east is from the west, so far 

has he [God] removed our transgressions from us” (Psalm 

103:12). The Lord has hurled “all our iniquities into the 

depths of the sea” (Micah 7:19). As Corrie ten Boom used to 

say, “The Lord takes our sins and casts them to the bottom of 

the sea. Then He puts out a little sign that says, ‘No fishing 

allowed.’” The Lord doesn’t remember our sins anymore, and 

He doesn’t want us bringing them up again, either. 

p. 97 

 

Martyn Lloyd Jones says: 

 

(Better Homes and Jungles. (Renamed Family Survival in the 

American Jungle) by Steve Farrar) 

 

Sin robs us, takes from us, exhausts us mentally, physically, 

morally, in every respect, and at the end leaves us on the 

scrap heap, unwanted. It is entirely destructive. It takes away 

and robs us of character, chastity, purity, honesty, morality, 

uprightness, delicacy, balance, sensitivity, and everything 

that is noble in man. 

p. 72 

 

James Kennedy in his book Turn It to Gold tells this story: 

 

(Turn It to Gold by D. James Kennedy) 
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 Have you ever heard the familiar expression, “God works 

in mysterious ways his wonders to perform?” It comes from an 

old hymn written by a man named William Cowper. 

 At the time, Cowper was not a Christian. His life was in 

shambles and he was filled with despair, so much so that he 

decided to take his life by swallowing poison. 

 Cowper did not die, but became terribly ill. He bought a 

gun and tried to shoot himself. But the gun did not go off. So 

he threw it away, got a rope, and tried to hang himself. The 

rope broke. In utter desperation, Cowper hired a carriage in 

London and instructed the driver to take him to the Thames 

River. He planned to jump in and drown himself. But the 

driver could not find the Thames [in the fog and he got lost 

and so he took him home.] 

 Finally Cowper went back to his room. His eyes fell upon 

a Bible, which he opened and began to read. The book told of a 

heavenly Father who loved even William Cowper. Astonished 

by the events that had just taken place, he read of the 

sovereign providence of God working all things together for 

good according to his own divine plan and purpose. Cowper 

embraced Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior and in 

gratitude wrote these wonderful words: 

 

God moves in a mysterious way 

  His wonders to perform; 

He plants his footsteps in the sea 

  And rides upon the storm. 

 

You fearful saints, fresh courage take; 

  The clouds you so much dread 
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Are big with mercy, and shall break  

  [I]n blessings on your head. 

 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense  

  But trust him for his grace; 

Behind a frowning providence 

  He hides a smiling face. 

 

His purposes will ripen fast,  

  Unfolding every hour; 

The bud may have a bitter taste,  

  But sweet will be the flower. 

 

Blind unbelief is sure to err,  

  And scan his work in vain; 

God is his own interpreter, 

  And he will make it plain. 

pp. 22-24 

 

Father, we thank You for the privilege of studying together. 

May Your Holy Spirit from this passage cause us to have a 

deep, deep respect for You and for what You do and what You 

have done. And Father, may we be secure in Your faithfulness 

and Your unfailing love. Thank You that You don’t give up on 

us. Thank You that You work in our lives and You provide 

eternal salvation as an act of Your love and grace. In Jesus’ 

name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

 

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

Study Number Twenty-One – Romans 9:1-13 

            NOTES 
v. 1 I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience 

is bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, 

v. 2 that I am having great sorrow and unceasing grief in my 

heart. 

v. 3 For I was on the point of wishing that I myself were accursed, 

[separated] from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen 

according to the flesh, 

v. 4 who are Israelites, to whom is belonging the adoption as sons 

and the glory and the covenants and the giving of the Law and the 

temple service and the promises, 

v. 5 of whom are the fathers, and out from whom is the Christ 

according to the flesh, the one who is over all, God blessed forever. 

Amen. 

v. 6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are 

not all Israel who are [descended] from Israel; 

v. 7 neither are they all children because they are offspring of 

Abraham, but: “through Isaac your offspring will be named.” 

v. 8 That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are children of 

God, but the children of the promise are regarded as offspring. 

v. 9 For this is a word of promise: “At this time I will come and 

Sarah shall have a son.” 

v. 10 And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, conceiving 

[twins] by one man, Isaac our father; 

v. 11 for though [the twins] were not yet born, nor having done 

anything good or bad, in order that the purpose of God according to 

His choice may remain, not because of works, but because of Him 

who is calling, 

v. 12 it was said to her, “The older will serve the younger.” 

v. 13 Even as it has been written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I 

hated.” 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Romans 9:1-13 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What is the function of Paul’s conscience, according to  

verse 1? 

 

 

 

 

3. How does Paul feel about the nation Israel, according to 

verse 2? 

 

 

 

 

4. Outline the special privileges of the nation Israel, according 

to verses 4 & 5. 
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5. Who is God’s choice to inherit the blessings of the 

Abrahamic Covenant, according to verse 7? 

 

 

 

 

6. How do Ishmael and Isaac fit into verse 8? 

 

 

 

 

7. How does God’s choice relate to the twins in Rebekah’s 

womb, according to verses 11 & 12? 

 

 

 

 

8. What is God’s attitude toward Jacob and Esau, according  

to verse 13? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: Paul is demonstrating himself as a man of 

integrity because he is “telling the truth with a clear 

conscience.” 

 

LESSON #2: How many people are there for whom you have 

“great sorrow and unceasing grief in your heart”? 

 

LESSON #3: For how many people would you give up your 

right to salvation in order that they might be saved? 

 

LESSON #4: In this passage we see the “service and sacrifice 

of a servant.” 

 

LESSON #5: The apostle is demonstrating the same 

compassion of Christ.  

 

LESSON #6: Privilege does not guarantee the prize.  
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LESSON #7: By God’s setting aside of Israel the Word of God 

has not failed.  

 

LESSON #8: The blessing of God was based on sovereign 

election, not on merit or works. 

 

LESSON #9: Ishmael is a son of the flesh and Isaac is a son of 

the promise. 

 

LESSON #10: The purpose of God in all of this is to bring the 

Messiah, the Christ, into the world. 
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