A Practical Study of ROMANS
The Gift of God’s Grace

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness™

Study Number Twenty-Two — Romans 9:14-29

Somebody put it this way:

“I love you more today than yesterday. Yesterday you really
got on my nerves.”
(source unknown)

And this one was great:

“If you love something, set it free. If it returns, you haven’t
lost 1t. If 1t disappears and never comes back, then it wasn’t
truly yours to begin with. And if it just sits there watching
television, unaware that it’s been set free, you're probably
already married to 1t.”

(source unknown)

One of the hardest subjects to approach is the sovereignty of
God. When we think of sovereignty, we think of tyranny.
When somebody has all power and all authority we think of
bad results. People that don’t agree and people that don’t go
along suffer the consequences of that.
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As we approach the sovereignty of God in one of the great
passages that teaches that subject, we pray that our heart and
mind would be open to the fact that God 1s a God of love and of
compassion and mercy and grace. But don’t ever forget that
God 1s God and that we are here living on His land. And we
are here living a life that He has given us. And when He in
His sovereignty chooses to take that life away, He can do it
and nothing will stop Him from doing it.

Romans chapter 9 addresses this whole issue and oftentimes

1s neglected 1in exposition. Probably one of the neatest stories
came out of Bruce Mclver’s book Stories I Couldn’t Tell While 1
Was a Pastor. And 1n this book, he tells of the revelation of the
real character of his father and how long it took him to

discover this. And it reminds us of many of our own journeys
with God the Father.

(Stories I Couldn’t Tell While I Was a Pastor by Bruce Mclver)

When I arrived back home in North Carolina after Dad’s fatal
heart attack, I found his well-worn wallet. In 1t were some
1dentification cards and six crisp fifty dollar bills. There were
no credit cards.

“Mother,” I asked, “what are all these new bills doing in
Dad’s wallet?”

“He knew that you and your family were planning to come
home 1n a couple of weeks for your vacation, and he wanted to
have some cash on hand so you wouldn’t have to spend any of
your money while you're here.”
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I smiled through tears. I should have known, for that was
the way Dad was, and it’s taken me most of my life to figure it
out.

George Sylvester Mclver was born in a log cabin near
Bear Creek, North Carolina. He and mother left the farm
shortly after they were married and made the journey seven
miles west to the thriving small town of Siler City. Dad went
to work in a furniture factory and lived by the factory whistle
for forty-five years. He never made a lot of money by today’s
standards, but money was never an issue that was discussed
around our house.

Except once.

“Ollie,” he said to my mother when he came home from
work, “I stopped at the grocery store and picked up the items
you sald we needed. This sack of groceries cost two dollars and
sixty-eight cents! We've simply got to cut back on what we
buy.”

As a seven-year-old boy, I watched and listened in
disbelief. Wow! Two dollars and sixty-eight cents—enough to
buy just about anything a fellow could ever want.

Looking back, there were times when Dad made two
dollars a day in wages, but we had plenty—and more. We
lived in a white bungalow that he and Mother had helped
build with their own hands. Late at night she would hold the
kerosene lamp and Dad would hammer together the finishing
touches of the ceiling. We grew our vegetables, milked the
cow, churned the butter, raised and killed two hogs a year,
made preserves out of blackberries and watermelon rinds, and
had fried chicken straight from the backyard any time we
desired. My clothing, if inexpensive, was warm and
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comfortable; and my own mattress, filled with straw or
feathers, provided all the luxury a growing boy could hope for
as he lay down to sleep.

There was usually a nickel for chocolate candy at Rose’s
Five-and-Ten-Cents Store, or for a double-dip cone of ice
cream at Ed Kidd’s Sandwich Shop. A dime could always be
found somewhere for a western picture show at the Elder
Theater on Saturday afternoon, and Dad always came through
with fifteen cents for a Friday night basketball game.
Sometimes he gave me a quarter, which meant that I could
have a cold soft drink and some popcorn.

Dad somehow managed all this, working hard at the
factory and around the house. And he never talked about how
tough times were, except the day when he brought home that
sack of groceries. I knew we weren’t rich, but neither were we
poor. We had plenty.

And more.

When I was nine years of age, I was stricken with
osteomyelitis, an infection and inflammation of the bone.
Three major surgeries were performed on my left hip at Duke
Medical Center where I was a patient for sixty-nine days. The
cost of the surgeries and the hospitalization were never
mentioned in my presence. Several years later, after I had my
own family and became more aware of medical expenses, 1
asked Dad how in the world he managed all the bills while I
was sick.

“Oh, it wasn’t that bad,” he replied. “We managed without
any difficulty.” And, with those words, the conversation about
the costs of my surgeries and hospitalizations was ended.

Years later, after he died and after I found his wallet,
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Mother and I were driving around Siler City basking in
memories and reliving warm experiences. I turned a corner,
drove up a street, and passed a house that looked familiar.

“Mother, didn’t Dad used to own that house?”

“Yes, he owned it once.”

And then, almost without thinking, she added, “I believe
that’s the house he sold to pay your hospital bills.”

Tears welled up in my eyes—tears of gratitude. It took
forty-two years to get the answer to my question. And I should
have known it all along, for that’s the way Dad lived ... and
died.

The crisp fifty dollar bills found in his wallet said it all.

He knew we were coming home.
pp. 237-39

We can get upset over the fact that God 1s sovereign and He’s
going to do what He wants to do. One of these glorious days
we're going to discover that the way He did i1t was right and
He always had our best interest at stake, and He took care of
all our needs without a whole lot of fault at all, when we really
just look back on the life that we've lived if we’ve been faithful
to the Lord.

Many times we grow too soon old and too late smart. We form
presuppositions and ideas about God that are difficult to take
apart and to fully have an understanding of the kind of God
that we love and serve.

Now 1in Romans 9, 10 and 11 we move from what we call a
high emotional experience in chapter 8 to the depths in
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chapter 9. And just remember, there are no chapter divisions
and no verses.

It’s not like Paul said, “Well I finished chapter 8. I'll wait till
next week to work on chapter 9.” He wrote the letter. And he
in one moment is saying, “Who shall separate us from the love
of God which 1s in Christ Jesus our Lord.” And the next
minute he’s saying, “I've got great grief and unceasing sorrow
in my heart for my own kinsmen in the flesh,” the Israelites.

So he says, “I hurt. I feel deeply for them.” And remember we
asked the question, when’s the last time we lost sleep over
someone who did not know the person of Christ? When have
we ever said, “I would go to hell so that someone else could go
to heaven”? That’s basically how Paul felt about the Jews as
chapter 9 opened.

Now when we look at these three chapters—9, 10 and 11—
they all deal with the nation Israel. And the reason Paul deals
with the nation Israel is not only for their salvation but also
for their future.

Did God cancel all the promises He made to Israel because of
their unfaithfulness when they rejected Christ when He came
here as the Messiah?

Our answer to that question has some very serious
ramifications. For if we say, “Yes, God changed all the
promises because of that,” then we better be scared about our
own eternal destiny. Because He made some unconditional

6



promises to us about eternal life that could well be withdrawn
for lack of performance and we would have lost it by our
performance today and we know that.

So that’s serious. And we take it that there 1s a future for
Israel. We take 1t that there 1s no promise that God has made
that He will not be faithful to fulfill.

Now the vast majority, major majority, of religious individuals
today believe that the church absorbs all the promises to
Israel. And that the only kingdom that Israel is ever going to
have 1s what we’re experiencing in the church.

Now that’s hard theology as we’re aware, because God didn’t
stipulate that. He made a promise of an eternal kingdom to
Israel not to the church. And that kingdom is yet future and
God 1s going to be faithful to do that so therefore we can say
that our salvation promises, too, are just as secure.

Now if we took the three tenses—PAST tense in chapter 9,

PRESENT tense in chapter 10, and FUTURE tense in chapter
11—we’d have a picture of those three chapters.

God’s PAST DEALINGS with Israel is that He’s sovereign and
He chose them, through whom Christ would come.

In chapter 10 He DISCIPLINES them in the PRESENT in

setting them aside from blessing because of their disobedience
in rejecting the Christ.



But in the FUTURE when we get to chapter 11, we're going to
see that God’s PROMISES are still intact and He’s faithful.

Now let’s ask a question, there were two things we looked at
in our last study. First of all, does God have the right to
choose the nation through whom Christ is going to come? The
Redeemer? Yes, He does.

Was God just when He chose Isaac and he rejected Ishmael?
Yes. Ishmael was a product of the flesh. Ishmael was a
product of an Egyptian handmaid by the name of Hagar. Yes!
But then here comes the one that’s a little more difficult.

Now Isaac, the promised son, marries Rebekah and she can’t
have kids either. But through miraculous sovereign
Intervention, she’s got twins in her womb. And our text tells
us that God chose Jacob over Esau before either one of them
were born.

Now it was easy in the first one. We had two mothers and two
sons. In the second one we have one mother and she’s the
mother of the promise and she has two boys and God’s going
to choose one and not the other.

Does God have a right to do that? We have to be forced to the
fact that God 1s God. And He 1s sovereign. And He can do
what He wants to do.

Now a lot of people make this kind of a statement: “Well since
God 1s the author of creation, plus all the power of the
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universe, that ought to equal responsibility for everything
that happens.”

And the answer 1s, “No, no, no.”

Although God is the creator and God has all the power, He
gets the glory by the choices we make. And He allows us to
have free will to make those choices. And we're going to get
into that in the next couple of studies. And we will not solve it

Those are the first questions for the Bible study in the sky:

God ,how did You put together Your sovereignty with the free
will of man?

Now what he’s going to do, he’s going to raise TWO
QUESTIONS:

1. First of all, 1s God unrighteous in His choices?

2.  And secondly, why 1s man held responsible then if God
makes the choices?

Let’s look at that. Pick up at verse 14.

v. 14 What shall we say then? There is no wrongdoing
with God, is there? May it never be!

“What shall we say then? There is no wrongdoing with God, is
there? May it never be!”



Strongest negative in the Greek text—perish the thought. It’s
the same outburst in:

chapter 4:1,
chapter 6:1,
chapter 8:31,
chapter 9:14.

Well, is there any “wrongdoing with God” in the choices that
He made?

And Paul says, “Oh no! Don’t even think that!”

Now the Lord answers that question Himself.

Write down right beside that verse Ezekiel 18:25, 29. This is
one time we have a repetition of a statement in two verses

because it’s so important. Listen to Ezekiel 18:25:

Ezekiel 18:25

Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is not just.” Hear, O house
of Israel: Is my way unjust? Is it not your ways that are
unjust?

He turns right around and he repeats that in verse 29:
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Ezekiel 18:29

Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is not just.”
Are my ways unjust, O house of Israel? Is it not your ways
that are unjust?

God 1s sovereign and He makes choices, and He makes
decisions. And sometimes we don’t understand why He makes
choices and why He makes decisions, but He has some crisp
dollar bills in His pocket. Eventually desirous to bless us, even
though we don’t understand the process that’s going on.

Now most of our problems are problems of learning to live
comfortably with the sovereignty of God. And we're going to
try to prove that as we work our way through the study.

Probably one of the most troublesome parables that Jesus ever
told 1s the parable in Matthew 20 because it makes everybody
mad. In Matthew chapter 20, there’s a man who owns a
vineyard and he is trying to harvest it. And so, at 6:00 a.m. in
the morning he goes and hires a whole group of guys to work
1n his vineyard and he says, “I'm going to give you a denarius.]
And that’s an average good day’s salary.

)

And then he goes back at 9:00 and he hires a second group

and he says, “I'm just going to pay you whatever’s fair.” Goes

back at 12:00 and hires a third group and says, “I'm just going

to pay you whatever’s fair.” He goes back at 3:00 and hires a

fourth group and says, “I'm going to pay you whatever’s fair.”
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And then to cap it off, the Lord has a great sense of humor.
The guy goes back into town and he hires a fifth group at 5:00
in the afternoon, tells them to go work in the vineyard and,
“Whatever’s fair I'll pay you.”

Then at 6:00 he tells the foreman to pay everybody the wages
but start with the one-hour guys first. In other words, we have
the one hours, and the three hours, the six, the nines and the
twelve-hour guys. And he says, “Give the one-hour guys a
denarius.”

The twelve-hour guys thought they were going to get 12
denarius for that. And that was immediately what was going
on in their head. The three-hour guys thought “3, 6, 9, 12.”
And what happens? He gives every one of them a denarius.

And as soon as the 12-hour guys pick up their denarius we
have a representative from the grape-pickers consolidated
union blaming the owner for what he does. And what does the
owner say? “If I choose to be kind with that which 1s mine, I
have the right to do that.” (ref. Matthew 20:1-16)

We need to realize that if God chooses to be merciful to us and
to be kind to us and to forgive our sin, He is not obligated to
do that.

And we’re not some kind of special prize that really thrills
Him to death over the fact that we condescended finally to
accept what He provided. The shoe’s on the other foot.
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We can thank God on our faces that we have been recipients of
divine mercy and compassion and grace. That’s what makes

us shake. That’s what’s changed our whole concept of God to
realize how little our God 1s and how we try to manipulate
Him in our prayers to get Him to do what we want Him to do.

We need to learn that our prayers are to teach us what He
wants us to do, not what we want Him to do. And the sooner
we learn that and we live comfortably with that, we begin to
know real joy and peace 1n our life that the sovereign God
loves us and He’s in control and everything’s going to be just
fine.

Whereas chapter 9 focuses on CHOICE, chapter 10 focuses on
DISCIPLINE. Chapter 11 is going to focus on RESTORATION
and He has the right to do that.

“There 1s no wrongdoing with God...May it never be!”

J. Vernon McGee and in his commentary says this:

Do I have the audacity to stand on my two feet, look [God] in
the face, and question what He does? That would be rebellion
of the worst sort. I bow to my Creator and my Redeemer,
knowing that whatever choice He makes is right.

(source unknown)

And then he has a good suggestion:
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By the way, if you do not like what He does, perhaps you
should move out of His universe and start one of your own ...
(source unknown)

We can kind of go do our own thing.
Ray Stedman verifies that when he says:

The very idea of God 1s that he 1s sovereign. He does what he
pleases, what he wants to do. What we must do 1s get rid of
the 1dea that his sovereignty is going to be destructive to us. It
1s not, at all. As we will see before this is over, his sovereignty
1s our only hope!

(source unknown)

v. 15 For to Moses He is saying, “I will have mercy upon
whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion
upon whom I have compassion.”

“For to Moses He 1s saying, ‘I will have mercy upon whom I
have mercy, and I will have compassion upon whom I have
compassion.”

Now when did the Lord say that? Remember Moses went back
up the mountain to meet the Lord after the golden calf episodée
and he prays that great prayer we talked about where he said:
“Father, if you can’t forgive them then blot me out of your

book. So God please forgive them.” (ref. Exodus 32:32)

God in response to that prayer from Moses says:
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Exodus 33:19

I will have mercy upon whom I will have mercy, and I will
have compassion on whom I have compassion.

“I haven’t made up my mind yet Moses and I am going to have
mercy upon whom I'm going to have mercy, and I'm going to
have compassion upon whom I am going to have compassion.
I'm obligated to no one.”

v. 16 So then it is not depending on the one who is
desiring or the one who is running, but on God who
is having mercy.

“So then it is not depending on the one who 1s desiring or the
one who 1s running, but on God who 1s having mercy.”

Now see the word “So then”?

When we have the words “So then” he’s taking a supposition
on the basis of what he’s just gotten through saying. He’s
going to say:

“So then”—since He’s going to show mercy where He’s going to
show mercy and He’s going to show compassion where He’s
going to show compassion—“So then”—NEGATIVELY—"it 1s
not depending on the one who 1s desiring or the one who is
running, but"—CONTRAST, POSITIVELY—on God who is
having mercy.”
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Now think for a minute about that. Do we realize that we
could say, “Boy, you're right on. I really agree with you. I
agree with what God’s saying in His Word. I'm not right with
the sovereign God. I've gone through a lot of motions. I've been
in a lot of meetings. I have desired so many times to be right
with the sovereign God. In fact, I can tell you I've had my
emotions stirred up and I've even raised my hand a few times
and I've sung hymns, and I've had warm feelings inside. Woo,
I desire this!”

And notice he says, “it is not...on the one who is desiring.”

If we talk to the Prodigal Son while he’s sitting in the pig pen,
he’d tell us toward the end of his tenure there in that spot that
he had a desire to go home. He did. He said, “how many
servants of my father have more bread to eat, and I'm
perishing here with hunger.” (ref. Luke 15:17)

Did that change the situation? That changed absolutely
nothing by the fact that he desired it.

There’s a great story in the apostle Paul’s incarceration in
Cesarea. Felix and Drusilla come to see him one night and it’s
all to get information. And as soon as Paul starts talking
about judgment and righteousness, he starts to tremble, and
he says, “I'll hear you another time.” But he never did.

That’s the danger of coming to church, coming to Bible study,
coming to evangelistic meetings and really desiring this and
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never by an act of our will doing anything about it. God is
sovereign. And it’s not just enough to be emotionally stirred
up. It’s not just enough to desire this. It takes an act of one’s
will to exercise faith in what God has done in the person of
Christ to make the difference! Then a sovereign God acts on

our behallf.

Now notice the next one’s even a little more painful.

“1t 1s not depending on the one who is desiring” and WHAT?
“or the one who 1s running,”

Ever met anybody who’s running their own race? Ever met
anybody who’s just running out of breath to this meeting and
to that meeting and they're giving their money and they’re
serving and they’re there every time the door is open? And
their Christianity is characterized by the word “running.”
They’re running hither and yon!

We're going to see that in chapter 10, there’s one of the
saddest verses in the whole of the Bible. Paul says of his own
brethren, “They have a great zeal for God but it’s not
according to knowledge.” (ref. Romans 10:2)

And it’s sound and fury signifying nothing unless it’s in
accordance with God’s divine purpose. And so he says, “You
can desire it! You can be one who is running everywhere
trying to do it, but—KEY PHRASE in the whole study so
catch this:
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It 1s dependent “on God who 1s having mercy.”

Our salvation is an act of God’s mercy. And if we are
redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, it’s because a sovereign

God chose to acknowledge our faith. And as a result, we
became a child of God.

Now ever noticed in the Bible that sometimes there’s really a
neat experience that takes place because a verse of scripture
kind of comes on for us that we’ve never seen before? John
1:12 1s like that.

John 1:12

But as many as received Him, to them gave He the right, the
authority, to become the sons of God, even to those who
believe on His name,

God makes a transaction in response to our faith and He gives
us the right, the authority to become the sons of God at the
point of our salvation. And He has a right to do that. And He
can grant the forgiveness of sins. He can declare us righteous
in response to our faith.

v. 17 For the Scripture is saying to Pharaoh, “For this
very purpose I raised you up, in order that I might
demonstrate my power in you, and in order that my
name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”
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“For the Scripture is saying to Pharaoh, ‘For this very purpose
I raised you up, in order that I might demonstrate my power
in you, and in order that my name might be proclaimed in all
the earth.”

Okay, here’s our third illustration. What is our first
1llustration of the sovereignty of God? It was Isaac not
Ishmael.

What was our second one? It was Jacob not Esau.

Now what 1s our third one? God chose Pharaoh. And He chose
Pharaoh for a two-fold purpose.

“For this very purpose I raised you up,”—“I gave you this
place of leadership.”

TWO FOLD:
1. “in order that I could demonstrate my power in you,” and

2.  “In order that my name might be proclaimed in all the
earth.”

“I did this for this purpose.”

v. 18 So then He is having mercy on whom He is
desiring, and He is hardening whom He is desiring.

“So then”—there’s our word again. It was in verse 16, now
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here i1t 1s 1n verse 18.

“So then”—because He made this choice—“He 1s having mercy.
on whom He is desiring,”

See 1t’s not “our desiring” or “our running,” but it’s as “He is
desiring.” And this next one’s going to be a little hard.

“and He 1s hardening whom He is desiring.”

Now we know how Satan does us like that when we read
something like that? The first picture was, what if we just
take this literally? As those little babies are born, God says
“soften that one, harden that one, soften that one, harden that
one, soften that one, harden that one.” And that’s the picture
the devil wants us to have. Picture of little babies that never
have a chance—people that never get an opportunity to come
to know Him. Because after all doesn’t it say, “He’s hardening
those whom He 1s desiring”?

Now we know how sometimes we don’t have a right to an
opinion until all the facts are in?

We need to see this in the greater context. When we go back te
the book of Exodus, Pharaoh hardened his own heart because
the text tells us that. And finally, there came a time when the
text says God hardened Pharaoh’s heart.

Now 1s there any conflict in that? Is there anything that
cannot be explained? Well let’s just pick up on some words and
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see 1f we can shed some light on this.

First of all, the word “harden” means to make stubborn.
Pharaoh is pictured from the very minute we meet him as a
sovereign over Egypt with his heels dug in, resisting the
purpose of God.

Now what 1s the purpose of God? God said in the Abrahamic
covenant that the children of Israel would be 1n a land that’s
not theirs for 430 years. The clock ran down to stop at 430
years. And God raised up Moses to be the deliverer. Now the
confrontation between the deliverer and the Pharaoh—
between Moses and Pharaoh takes place. And Pharaoh just
says no way. He’s very cynical.

He just says, “Who 1s this God? No! They’re not going.” And
then God goes through a whole patient process of 10 plagues
really, to try to soften his heart.

Now the text does say that God is, “hardening those He is
desiring.”

Now we studied Romans chapter 1 through chapter 4.
Remember that in the second study that Paul was creating a
universal need for righteousness by showing us that the
Gentile world was living in horrible sin, that was basically the
end of Romans 1. It’s a sad picture but it’s the twentieth
century.

And there was a word that occurred three times. It was the
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word “exchanged.”
1. They exchanged the worship of the Creator for creation.

2.  Secondly, they exchanged the truth for a lie. Remember
that?

3. And third they exchanged the natural use in sexual
function for the unnatural. They were immoral.

We said idolatry, inventions and immorality were the three
exchanges.

Now how did God respond to those three exchanges? In the
very same thing, three times. The text says, “God gave them
over.” Remember?

“God gave them over.”

“God gave them over.”

It’s 1n verse 24, verse 26, verse 28 of Romans 1.

Now what does 1t mean when 1t says, “God gave them over”?

God 1s just simply saying, “That’s it! I'm out of here! You're on
your own and you’ll never be able to say that I didn’t try!”

There comes a time in the face of God’s sovereignty when
we're stubborn, we resist, we refuse, we fail to respond, and
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that explains God hardening His heart. He finally says, “All
you've wanted to do all your life is do what you want to do.
You do it the rest of your life!” But we can also predict that
we're doomed for destruction. We can only go so long with a
sovereign God and His purpose.

And in stubbornness, Pharaoh dug in and then the end finally
comes. And to give them over is exactly the same act that
we’ve got here. God 1s “hardening those whom He 1s desiring”
because He knows it.

Now when we get to verse 19 we have two very troublesome
questions that came right out of the Garden of Eden.

v. 19 You will say to me then, “Why is He still finding
fault? For who resists His will?”

“You will say to me then, ‘Why 1s He still finding fault? For
who resists His will?”

Well listen, why does God blame us since He has all this
worked out? In the Garden of Eden He couldn’t find anybody
to accept the blame for what happened in that mess. They just
went around in a circle blaming everybody else.

And here, “who resists His will?”

If we wanted to change the word to “decree” or “purpose” it’d
mean the same thing.
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Who can resist God’s purpose? Nobody can. We never resist
the sovereign purpose of God—Ilegitimate questions.

Now when Paul gets ready to answer those in verse 20 and

following, he goes to one of the most familiar i1llustrations in
all of the Bible. He goes to the 1llustration of the POTTER
AND THE CLAY.

Now the prophets pick up on this in several places and we're
going to give a few of the references here that go along with
the story.

v. 20 On the contrary, who are you, O man, who is
answering back to God? The thing molded will not
say to the molder, “Why did you make me like this,”
will it?

“On the contrary,”—Paul says—“who are you, O man, who 1s
answering back to God?”

Now this 1sn’t a nice answer from a student to a teacher with
respect. This 1s sassing. This i1s a smart aleck, arrogant
answer back to God.

“The thing molded will not say to the molder, ‘Why did you
make me like this,” will 1t?”

Isaiah 45:9

Woe to him who quarrels with his Maker...
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Isaiah 29:16

You turn things upside down,

as if the potter were thought to be like the clay!
Shall what is formed say to him who formed 1it,
“He did not make me”?...

v. 21 Or is not the potter having a right over the clay, to
make from the same lump one vessel for honorable
use, and another for dishonorable use?

“Or 1s not the potter having a right over"—KEY PHRASE.

“1s not the potter having a right over the clay, to make from
the same lump one vessel for honorable use, and another for
dishonorable use?”

Here we are. We're finite. We're going to be lucky to live 70
years. We're frail. We're falling apart. And some of us are
more aware of it than others. And we’re foolish!

1 Corinthians 2:14

The natural man receives not the things of the Spirit of God
for they are foolishness unto him. Neither can we know
because they are spiritually discerned.

Puny little pipsqueaks we are, living here on this earth just
like little specks and we think we can tell the God that put
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this all together how He ought to run His show. And that we
really know better than He does how all of this ought to turn
out. And so, as a result we have every reason to tell Him that
He sure made a mess when He made our pot. And we don’t
like the way He made us.

Now He has “a right over the clay” it tells us. And He can
make “one vessel for honorable use” and He can make another
one “for dishonorable use.” That’s His right because He’s God.

Now Isaiah 64:6 says the same thing:

Isaiah 64:6

All of us become like one who 1s unclean...
And he goes on in verse 8 to say:

Isaiah 64:8

Yet, O Lord, you are our Father.
we are the clay, you are the potter,...

But the best one—dJeremiah 18. Remember when Jeremiah
goes down to the potter’s house and the potter’s making a
vessel on the wheel and all of a sudden, the vessel 1s not the
way he likes 1t so he makes it again another vessel that seems
good to him to make it?

Now some of us are Christians and we’re thinking “It’s too late
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for me. I've messed up my pot so bad I'll never have a chance.”
God’s the Master Potter and He’s famous for putting us on the
wheel and making us again another vessel that’s honorable to
Him. It’s never too late for God to significantly use us.

Second Timothy 2:19-21—Paul talks about vessels that are
made of silver and gold and others that are made for other
purposes of wood and of earthenware. Some for honorable and
some for dishonorable use.

Now how was man made in the first place? The Master Potter
just scooped up a little dust and He made him a man, didn’t

He?
Paul picks up on that beautifully:

2 Corinthians 4:7

We have this treasure in cracked pots...

That’s us! Pots are cracked. We have this treasure, the Lord
Jesus Christ, in these cracked pots.

Now all of us are different kinds of pots. And we aren’t all the
same. We don’t have the same gifts and abilities. We're each
just a very special little pot and God has some purpose for us
in His plan. And the joy is discovering how our little pot’s
supposed to function and to be comfortable with His sovereign
purpose in our jar.
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This song by Ray Boltz is called “What Was I Supposed to
Be?” 1s really special:

When Jesus walked the earth

On the shores of Galilee

He'd say to His disciples,

“Let the Iittle children come to Me.”

I wonder if up in heaven
Do you suppose we'll see
Little children ask Him,

“What was I supposed to be?

“What was I supposed to be?

What were my eyes supposed to see?

And why did I taste of death

Before I ever drew a breath,

Or laid my head at my mother’s breast to sleep.
Oh, Jesus, what was I supposed to be?

“Was I to be a prophet

Used in the ministry?

A doctor who would find the cure
For some terrible disease?

“Even if I'd been born imperfect,
Why couldn’t my parents see
That I'd have been made perfect
When You came back for me?”
(source unknown)
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When we read something like this and see the sovereign
purpose of God and we realize there are bunches of people
running around letting people destroy pots before they’re
born, we know we’re in trouble. We're the sovereign God’s
purpose and there are going to be horrible consequences for
walking against that. And we go along and we exchange these
things and there comes a day when God says, “That’s it!” And
He gives them over.

So as the Potter He has the right.
Jerry Bridges has written several books but his best book 1s
called Transforming Grace. And he approaches this whole

subject. And it’s really freed him up in his personal life.

(Transforming Grace by Jerry Bridges)

...God 1s sovereign. And He is sovereign in every area of life.
God as our Creator has the right to endow each of us at birth
with different physical and mental abilities, with different
temperament characteristics, and with different natural
talents.

He also has the right to give each of us different spiritual
oifts. Not only does God have the right, it 1s obvious He
exercises it.

p. 68

Verse 22—Now we're going to read verse 22 a little differently
than it’s translated here. We're going to take a phrase out of it
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and 1t’ll really make us rejoice in the Lord. Okay?
See the phrase, “But what if God”?

Now skip all the way down to the word “endured” and it’ll
flow.

v. 22 But what if God, although willing to demonstrate
His wrath and to make known His power, endured
with much patience vessels of wrath having been
prepared for destruction?

“But what if God, ... endured with much patience vessels of
wrath having been prepared for destruction?”

See when we put that phrase in there:

“But what if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath
and to make known His power, endured with much patience
vessels of wrath having been prepared for destruction?”

That’s exactly what He did.

2 Peter 3:9

The Lord 1s not willing that any should perish but that all
should come to repentance.

He endures “with patience these vessels” in hopes that they
will respond with their free will to His loving grace and escape
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the wrath that is a reality for all of those who fail to respond.

v. 23 And He did so in order that He might make known
the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which
He prepared beforehand for glory,

“And He did so”—that’s the way He acted, with patience—*in
order that He might make known the riches of His glory upon
vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory,”

Trying to understand the whole hardening process of
Pharaoh’s heart, these thoughts come to mind:

The 10 plagues are the progressive patience on the path to
punishment for Pharaoh.

The 10 plagues are the progressive PATIENCE of God on the
path to punishment for Pharaoh.

There came a time when God gave him over on that tenth
plague and we have the death of the first born. That’s a way a
sovereign God relates to all of us. He provides us opportunity
after opportunity.

v. 24 even us, whom He also called, not only from
among Jews, but also from among Gentiles.

“even us, whom He also called, not only from among the Jews,
but also from among Gentiles.”
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And all he’s going to do in these remaining four verses is prove
that the Gentiles also get a chance.

v. 25 As He is saying also in Hosea, “I will call those
who were not my people, ‘My people,” and her who
was not beloved, ‘Beloved.””

“As He 1s saying also in Hosea, ‘I will call those who were not
my people, [that is the Gentiles] “My people,” and her who was
not beloved, “Beloved.””

We're going to expand this thing to everybody.

v. 26 “And it shall be that in the place where it was said
to them, ‘You are not my people,” there they shall bé
called sons of the living God.”

““And 1t shall be that in the place where it was said to them,
“You are not my people,” there they shall be called sons of the
living God.”

v. 27 And Isaiah is crying out concerning Israel,
“Though the number of the sons of Israel be as the
sand of the sea, it is the remnant that will be saved;

“And Isaiah 1s crying out concerning Israel, “Though the
number of the sons of Israel be as the sand of the sea, 1t 1s the
remnant that will be saved;”

There’s not going to be a whole bunch of people that are going
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to make the right decision.

Matthew 7:13

Wide is the path that leads to destruction and many go in
therein. Narrow is the gate that leads to life and few there are
who find it.

v. 28 for the Lord will execute His word upon the earth,;
closing the account and shortening [the time].”

“for the Lord will execute His word upon the earth,”—look at
the next phrases—"“closing the account and shortening [the
time].”

It’s just like God says, “Okay, that’s it. 'm going to close the
account, shorten the time. It’s over. It’s done.”

Does He have the sovereign right to do that? We better believe
1t. He does. He is the sovereign God of the universe.

Nina Bergman in her book makes this beautiful statement to

show us a powerful Son of God totally incapacitated in our
behalf:

(Comfort from the Cross: Help for the Hurting from the Seven
Last Words of Christ by Nina Mason Bergman)

Then I considered once more who this was who hung in
such incapacity [and weakness]. Many films have depicted
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Jesus Christ as a weak white-robed milquetoast—someone too
gentle to do much more than wander the countryside patting
the heads of small children and uttering truisms in a stained-
glass voice. But this Man on the cross was no wimp.

This was the One who expelled demons, restored sight,
forgave sin, calmed wild seas, gave mobility to a withered
arm, healed diseases, charged into death’s stronghold and
demanded the release of Lazarus, of Jairus’ daughter, and of
the widow’s son. This Jesus lead [sic] His followers from one
end of Palestine to the other. It was His powerful arms that
pulled a drenched Simon Peter from the rough waters back
into the boat. Those same arms swooped up children so that
together they might share happy secrets. This was the very
One who upturned the tables of the moneychangers and drove
those thieves from His Father’s house. This was the strong
Son of God!

But Jesus had hung in such pitiful helplessness that he
could not gather His despairing mother into His hold and offer
her solace. Nor could He run with John away from that place
of disgust. Jesus suffered all the throes of inadequacy.

This realization hit me with force. Jesus Christ, the Son of
the Most High God, asked His mother to comfort John becausé
He could not! Jesus, the Messiah, asked John to care for His
mother because He could not!
pp. 49-50

He cannot make the decision for us. We can desire it. We can
run! But we’re not going to have it. We're going to come on the

terms of a sovereign God.
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And we end with this last verse:

v. 29 And even as Isaiah has said before, “Except the
Lord of Hosts had left us offspring, we would have
become as Sodom, and would have been made like
Gomorrah.”

“And even as Isaiah has said before, ‘Except the Lord of Hosts
had left us offspring, we would have become as Sodom, and
would have been made like Gomorrah.”

Now when we get to that twenty-ninth verse, what do we have
in our mind right now? We're thinking, “Wow! God is
sovereign. And do you realize what happened in Sodom and
Gomorrah? Woo, wipe-out city! Nobody except Lot and his wifé
and a couple of daughters go bailing out of there and she
makes a mistake and turns around and loses her life. Wow!
Anybody going to be saved?”

We want to see a God of grace and mercy. We want to know
the rest of the story. What’s the rest of the story?

Remember in Genesis 18 when the Lord and Abram were
having a little chat? The Lord says, “I'm going down. I'm going
to check on those cities of the plains, Sodom and Gomorrah,
and they’re going to be judged.”

Remember what Abram said?

“Will not the judge of all the earth do what is right?”
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He recognized His sovereignty. And the Lord of course
answers and says, “If there are fifty righteous men there, I
would not destroy the righteous with the wicked.”

And then Abraham proves that he’s a real successful
businessman. He’s great in the art of negotiation for he says,
“Forty-five Lord?” The Lord says, “Forty-five.”

“Forty?”

“Forty.”

“Thirty?”

“Thirty.”

“Twenty?”

“T'wenty.”

“Ten?”

“Ten.”

And he quit. And the sovereign God destroyed the cities.

God 1s sovereign and the sooner we learn it, the happier we're
going to be.
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We have these lessons that come from our text:

Lesson #1: God cannot be accused of any wrongdoing in His
purpose and plan.

Lesson #2: God’s election and sovereign purpose are based on
His mercy and grace so that no one can complain.

Lesson #3: To have a proper focus upon life we must see it in
relationship to God’s sovereign purpose.

Lesson #4: The hardening of the heart is the result of stubborn
resistance to God’s sovereign purpose.

Lesson #5: The Master Potter has the right over the clay.

Lesson #6: “The Lord is not willing that any should perish but
that all should come to repentance.”

Lesson #7: Both Jews and Gentiles are included in God’s
sovereign purpose.

Steve Farrar says this in one of his books:

(Better Homes and Jungles - Renamed Family Survival in the
American Jungle by Steve Farrar)

Sheep aren’t cut out to survive in the jungle. We all know
that. But your Shepherd is Lord of the Jungle. That’s why in
our home, in our jungle, we like to listen to Sandi Patti sing
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these words:

Maker of this heart of mine, you know me very well,

You understand my deepest part more than I know myself:
So when I face the darkness, when I need to find my way,
I'll trust in you, Shepherd of my heart.

Keeper of this heart of mine, your patience has no end,

You've loved me back into your arms, time and time
again.

So if I start to wander, like a lamb that’s gone astray,

I'll trust in you, Shepherd of my heart.

Giver of this life in me, you're what I'm living for,
For all my deepest gratitude, you love me even more.
So as I walk through valleys, listening for the Master’s
call,
I'll trust in you, Shepherd of my heart.

pp. 192-93

We thought of Psalm 23? But ever think why the author of
Psalm 23 was a man after God’s own heart? A phrase comes ta
mind and guess what it 1s?

“Oh sovereign Lord.”

David says that phrase more than any other biblical
character. He says it actually 6 times in 2 Samuel 7 as he

thanks God for the promises of an eternal kingdom.
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Second Samuel 7:28 says this:

2 Samuel 7:28

O Sovereign Lord, you are God! Your words are trustworthy,
and you have promised these good things to your servant.

Yes, He is a sovereign Lord and He’s got good things for us.

Now where are we 1n relation to His sovereignty? Maybe we
need to say it isn’t going too well. We've really made a mess of
some things. We need to straighten out some things.

The happiest people in the world are those who live
comfortably with divine authority. And the problems that we
bring are probably problems that reside in the realm of
authority.

Now are we willing to pray with David:

Psalm 26:2

Test me, O Lord, and try me,
examine my heart and my mind;

Psalm 139:23

Search me, O God, and know my heart;
try me and know my thoughts.
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As we finish the study, it would be good to sing this hymn:

Have Thine own way, Lord!
Have Thine own way!
Thou art the Potter;

I am the clay.

Mould me and make me
After Thy will,

While I am waiting,
Yielded and still.

Have Thine own way, Lord!
Have Thine own way!
Search me and try me,
Master, Today!

Whiter than snow, Lord,
Wash me just now,

As in Thy presence
Humbly I bow.

Have Thine own way, Lord!
Have Thine own way!
Wounded and weary,

Help me, I pray!
Power—all power—

Surely 1s Thine!

Touch me and heal me,
Savior divine!

[And that great last stanza]
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Have Thine own way, Lord!
Have Thine own way!
Hold o'er my being
Absolute sway!

Fill with Thy Spirit

Till all shall see

Christ only, always,

Living in me!

(From Inspiring Hymns, Zondervan Publishing House, 1951,
p. 438)

Father, You know our relationship to Your sovereign purpose.
Perhaps there’s someone who’s done a lot of running. Have
had a lot of desires but never really have made a commitment
to You. We pray that Your Holy Spirit would convict them and
that You would give them the right to become the sons of God
in response to their faith and trust in You. Then Father there
are believers who are wounded and weary. They've
endeavored and they’ve tried to fill their own pots. They've
tried to function in their own way and they haven’t learned
the simple lesson of You being Lord, of You being the
sovereign controller of the events of their lives and that they’ll
find joy as they allow that process to go on in their individual
lives. May each of us rejoice in the fact that You are a great
and a good God, and that You have all the provision for us in
Your pocket, and that You do take care of us as a loving
Father would His own children. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
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A Practical Study of ROMANS

The Gift of God’s Grace

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness™

Study Number Twenty-Two — Romans 9:14-29

v. 14 What shall we say then? There is no wrongdoing with God, is
there? May it never be!

v. 15 For to Moses He is saying, “I will have mercy upon whom I
have mercy, and I will have compassion upon whom I have
compassion.”

v. 16 So then it is not depending on the one who is desiring or the
one who is running, but on God who is having mercy.

v. 17 For the Scripture 1s saying to Pharaoh, “For this very
purpose I raised you up, in order that I might demonstrate my
power in you, and in order that my name might be proclaimed in
all the earth.”

v. 18 So then He is having mercy on whom He is desiring, and He
1s hardening whom He is desiring.

v. 19 You will say to me then, “Why is He still finding fault? For
who resists His will?”

v. 20 On the contrary, who are you, O man, who is answering back
to God? The thing molded will not say to the molder, “Why did you
make me like this,” will 1t?

v. 21 Or is not the potter having a right over the clay, to make
from the same lump one vessel for honorable use, and another for
dishonorable use?

v. 22 But what if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath
and to make known His power, endured with much patience
vessels of wrath having been prepared for destruction?

v. 23 And He did so in order that He might make known the riches
of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand
for glory,
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NOTES

v. 24 even us, whom He also called, not only from among Jews, but
also from among Gentiles.

v. 25 As He 1s saying also in Hosea, “I will call those who were not
my people, ‘My people,” and her who was not beloved, ‘Beloved.™

v. 26 “And it shall be that in the place where it was said to them,
‘You are not my people,” there they shall be called sons of the living
God.”

v. 27 And Isaiah is crying out concerning Israel, “Though the
number of the sons of Israel be as the sand of the sea, it is the
remnant that will be saved;

v. 28 for the Lord will execute His word upon the earth, closing the
account and shortening [the time].”

v. 29 And even as Isaiah has said before, “Except the Lord of Hosts
had left us offspring, we would have become as Sodom, and would
have been made like Gomorrah.”

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Romans 9:14-29 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. Is there any wrongdoing with God, according to verse 147

3. It all depends upon whom, according to verse 167
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5. How does Paul use the illustration of the potter and the cla
in verses 20 & 217

6. What does God want to make known, according to verse 23
7. What three things is the Lord going to do, according to

8. How does Isaiah close the passage, according to verse 29?

4. State the summary, according to verse 18.
verse 287
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9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: God cannot be accused of any wrongdoing in His
purpose and plan.

LESSON #2: God’s election and sovereign purpose are based
on His mercy and grace so that no one can complain.

LESSON #3: To have a proper focus upon life we must see 1t
in relationship to God’s sovereign purpose.

LESSON #4: The hardening of the heart is the result of
stubborn resistance to God’s sovereign purpose.

LESSON #5: The Master Potter has the right over the clay.
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LESSON #6: “The Lord is not willing that any should perish
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b

but that all should come to repentance.

LESSON #7: Both Jews and Gentiles are included in God’s
sovereign purpose.
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