A Practical Study of ROMANS
The Gift of God’s Grace

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness™

Study Number Twenty-Three - Romans 9:30-10:11

Erma Bombeck seems to address all the major 1ssues of life
and covers them well. This little piece is called “Dragging
Posterior.”

(At Wit’s End by Erma Bombeck)

“Doctor, according to national statistics, I make a dollar fifty-
nine an hour. My fringe benefits are few. I get bed and board,
a weekly trip to the discount house to listen to the piped-in
music, and all the aspirin I can throw down.

“My problem is Sunday work. I am the only one in the
house who works on Sundays. It’s the same old saw. Everyone
pads around all morning in pajamas, running through the
comics 1n their bare feet, and lolling around on the beds like a
ogroup of tired Romans waiting for Yvonne De Carlo to appear
with a trayful of tropical fruit.”

“While you?”

“While I whip around the house getting meals, making
beds, finding mates to white gloves, and keeping the fire exits
clear of debris.”



“And they do nothing?”

“Nothing is right. They eat and watch television. One
morning I found them watching test patterns on television.
They thought it was a golf show with a diagram pointing out
the yardage to the cup.”

“What happens when you sit down to relax?”

“One gets a bee caught in his nose. They rub poison oak
into their pores. Sometimes they nip away at the paint
thinner. Nine out of our last ten emergencies happened on
Sunday. Once I almost got a nap. Then my husband said, ‘You
look bored. Let’s clean the garage.”

“What about the evenings?”

“Evenings are memory time. They remember they need an
American flag out of the attic for a school play. One can’t take
a bath because his toenail is falling off, and somewhere along
the line I must give birth to twenty-four pink cupcakes [before
tomorrow morning]. It’s my attitude that bothers me. Last
Sunday I did a mean thing, Doctor. I flushed them out of their
beds at 7 A.M. yelling, ‘You're all going to be late for school.’
They staggered around the driveway in the final stages of
shock [for several minutes].”

“There’s no reason for you to have a guilt complex,” he
explained. “We all have our threshold of endurance. Just put
1t out of your mind.”

“I can’t, Doctor. You should hear what I've got planned for
next Sunday!”
pp. 57-58

That’s the approach of a lot of people when it comes to
religion. We ask them, “Are you acceptable in the presence of
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God?” And many times they’ll say no, or they don’t know and
they’re trying hard and they’re really working at this.

Now the apostle Paul tells us that the work has been done.
That faith receives what God has already required and we
acquire it by faith.

Now when we come to chapter 9 of the book of Romans Paul 1s
dealing with his own brethren, the Israelites—the Jews.

Chapter 9 he talks about Israel PAST.
Chapter 10, Israel PRESENT.

Chapter 11, Israel FUTURE.

Now why are those three chapters there? Because if a
sovereign God is not faithful in keeping His promises to Israel;
how can we believe that He’s going to keep His promises to us
for salvation? Because if the same God can cancel promises
that He made to Israel then there’s no reason why He can’t
cancel His promises to us for eternal salvation for lack of
performance. Right?

We have a big stake in Romans 9, 10 and 11. And there are an
awful lot of theologians that don’t feel that there 1s any future
for Israel. That all the promises that were made to Israel are
going to be fulfilled in the church. And there’s not going to be
any future kingdom. That Christ is just going to come and
that’s going to be it.



And that’s kind of scary because there are a lot of promises
that were made in the Old Testament to Israel that haven’t
been fulfilled yet. So chapters 9, 10 and 11 talk about that.

Now in chapter 9 to this point we have learned some great
things. We've learned that God 1s God. And we have learned
that God 1s sovereign. And we’ve also learned that God can do
what He wants to do because He 1s God. And God can accept
or reject anyone He wants to because He’s God. And that we
are here because God let us be here. There could have been a
choice on God’s part for us not to be here. So we've had the
wonderful gift of life for another day.

And guess what? We have lived that life not on our turf but orni
His. And so since He’s God and He can do what He wants to,
He can reject Israel and set them aside for a period of time
because they rejected the Messiah. And they rejected God’s
plan for salvation. They said it’s by human works and God
says no, i1t’s by faith.

And so 1n Romans 9 he sets them aside. In Romans 10 he tells
us why. And in Romans 11 he talks about the future.

Now so far we’ve learned that God chose Isaac and He said no
to Ishmael. And we all said that’s okay because Ishmael was
born to Hagar the Egyptian handmaid and that’s a work of the
flesh. And that’s fine.

But then Paul made 1t a little bit harder when he said God in
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His sovereignty, when He looked down and He saw Rebekah
the wife of the promised son Isaac pregnant, she had two little
babies in her womb. And before they were born, He chose
Jacob and rejected Esau. Even before they ever did anything
right or wrong God said, “I want that one! And I don’t want
that one!” He made a choice.

Then we studied that wonderful passage on the fact that God
hardened Pharaoh’s heart. We learned that Pharaoh had ten
opportunities along the path of punishment to see the patience
of God exercised and he failed to respond to any of them. And
finally, after ten of these, God said, “Okay Pharaoh, that’s it.
You just do what you want. You're heading toward
destruction.”

There comes a time when God says, “You want to live your life
independent of Me? You want to continue to do it your own
way? Then go ahead. I can predict your future. You're done.”

And so when we come to this study we move from that into the
realm of what makes us acceptable in God’s sight—so we're
going to be talking about righteousness. And we’re also going
to be talking about human responsibility.

Now how can we say God 1s sovereign and say that we have
any responsibility? We can’t put those two things together.
That’s for the great Bible study in the sky when finally we’ll
understand how God could be sovereign and how He holds us
responsible for what we do with the gift of His Son—human
responsibility.



God wouldn’t get very much glory out of seeing a bunch of
“Chatty Cathy’s” running around heaven and every time He
pulled a chain they would say, “I love You, I love You, I love

You.”

God gets the greatest glory when a sinner recognizes his sin
and he recognizes that he is in dire need of a righteousness
which 1s not his and by faith he receives what God has
provided in the Lord Jesus Christ. Then God is glorified that
we chose, by our human will, to accept what a sovereign God
provided in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Okay, the word “righteousness” occurs NINE TIMES in the
passage. Now let’s pick up at verse 30.

v. 30 What then shall we say? That Gentiles, who are
not pursuing, attained righteousness, even the
righteousness which is by faith;

“What then shall we say? That Gentiles, who are not

pursuing, attained righteousness, even the righteousness
which is by faith;”

Now Paul begins with the same question he started with in
our last study: “What shall we say” to all these things? That
God 1s sovereign and that He’s rejected Israel?

The next thing he says is: “The Gentiles.” Understand that
word? That word means “nations.” That’s anybody that is not
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a Jew—it’s a Gentile. So if we’re not a Jew we are a Gentile.

Now notice it says: “who are not pursuing.” In other words,
Gentiles didn’t even know there was a righteousness that was
available to them. And they weren’t chosen people so they
were running hard to pursue a righteousness which would
make them acceptable in God’s sight.

What happened? They “attained righteousness, even the
righteousness”™—and how did they get 1t?—*which is by faith.”

SINGLE CONDITION.

Here these people are, Paul preaches to them and says,
“There’s a righteousness that can be yours if by faith you’ll
just take 1t.”

And the Jew says, “I don’t want 1t! I'm going to gain mine by
working for it!” And Paul says there’s a righteousness that
will make them acceptable.

If we really want to make somebody mad, especially somebody
who’s religious and they’re going to a good church and they're
spending a lot of time doing a lot of good things, tell them that
they’re not going to be acceptable in God’s sight. They're going
to get mad. Or tell them about the righteousness of God which
can be theirs by faith and they’ll say, “No! I'm religious
enough the way I am!”

Now if you've ever read Luke 15, Jesus got accused for
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spending all of His time with tax collectors and sinners.

Then He tells three stories. Remember? The first story is
about the guy who had a 100 sheep and he lost one so he
leaves 99 and goes and gets the one.

Then the other story is about a lady who lost one of the coins
out of her bladder trough. And if we lose one of our coins it’s a
manifestation of our unfaithfulness and so she’s sweeping the
house and looking like crazy for that one coin. She finds it and
goes and tells all her friends.

Then the last story 1s about two boys. One of the boys is
younger and he wants his inheritance and he’s going to go and
he’s going to live on that inheritance. But remember the story;
in the pig pen he comes to his senses and he says, “How many
servants of my father have more bread to eat and I'm
perishing here with hunger? I'll rise and go to my father.”
What happens when he goes to his dad? His dad says, “Wow!
I’'ve been looking for you! I love you! We're going to kill the
fatted calf. We're going to have a party. We're glad you're
back!”

Now the older brother, he’s out in the field, and he comes in
and he hears all the partying going on. Now the older brother
1s really upset. Why? First thing he says, “Boy, I've been here
faithfully serving you, wearing myself out, trying to take care
of you all this time and have you ever thrown a party for me?
No! You never have thrown a party for me. And here comes
my younger brother, who has been fornicating in the far
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country on all of your funds and he comes home and you're
throwing a party. There ain’t no house big enough for the two
of us to be under the same roof and I don’t feel like partying!”

Now who 1s that? That elder brother is a picture of religious
individuals without a relationship. He’s talking about the
Pharisees that are sitting right there accusing Him for
spending time with sinners.

Now realize, if we’ve consumed our life in religious activity
and tried to be religious and tried to be good, and to do the
right things, it’s hard to accept that isn’t going to be accepted.
And it’s hard to accept that isn’t enough. What is right is to
realize that we can’t make it and only God’s sovereign
intervention will provide a righteousness that makes us
acceptable.

And why was Israel rejected? Israel couldn’t buy that. They
were God’s chosen people. They were living by the Law and
doing the best they could and so therefore it was hard.

See verse 317 The little word “but”?

v. 31 but Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did
not measure up to that law.

“but Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did not measure
up to that law.”

The word “pursue” is in the PRESENT TENSE.
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Israel 1s pursuing, continuing or kept on pursuing “a law of
righteousness” but they “did not measure up to that law.”

Why?

Every person who is trying to gain acceptance in the presence
of God by the keeping of the Law 1s doomed before He starts.

Galatians 3:10 says:

(Galatians 3:10

Everyone who is living by the works of the Law 1s under the
curse because “Cursed 1s everyone who does not remain under
all the works of the Law to do them.”

Now 1f we took that verse and we put it together with James
2:10 which says:

James 2:10

Whosoever shall keep the whole Law and offends or break one
of them 1s guilty of all of it.

In other words, God doesn’t grade on the curve. And there’s no
way that we can be accepted in God’s sight on the basis of the
Law.

Look at Romans 3:23: “all have sinned and come short of the
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glory of God.”

The first verb is in the PAST TENSE: “all have sinned.” That
means every one of us have at some time in the past, we have
one thing in common in our history, we’ve sinned. We were
born in sin and we sinned.

Now, the only other problem we have that is universal that’s
very hard to accept is the next part of that verse. “For all havé
sinned and are continually coming short of the glory of God.”
That means we not only have a past of sin, and we don’t only
have a past of sin, guess what? We sinned today. We fell short
of the glory of God today. And know what? We have a lot of
company because every one of us did exactly the same thing.

Now what does that tell us? Today, if we just had this day as
the only day to choose to gain salvation, we lost it today. And
guess what? By the fact that we lost 1t today, we lost it in the
past and we lost it for all the future. Guess what? We all have
a disease. We're all going to die. And we’re all going to be
rejected by God unless God does something and unless we act
upon what God did. That’s how serious this matter 1is.

Man’s IMPERFECTION can never satisfy God’s
PERFECTION.

It’s a done deal. It’'s a dead-end street. We can’t get there from

here by the Law road. There’s no way that a person can gain

acceptance. So that’s why Israel was rejected by a holy and

sovereign God because they wouldn’t accept the fact that they
11



were unrighteous and that they needed a righteousness which
wasn’t theirs.

See verse 32?7 Paul knew 1t. Look at it. There he said 1it.

v. 32 Why? Because they are not pursuing it by faith,
but as though it were by works. They stumbled over
the stumbling-stone,

“Why? Because they are not pursuing it by faith, but as
though it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling-
stone,”

Now see that word “stumbled”? That word means they grew
agitated. They grew annoyed. They grew irritated.

“They stumbled over the stumbling-stone”—CHRIST.

When Christ was presented to them, they didn’t even see Him
as Messiah nor did they see Him as the symbol of the world to
make 1t possible for them to be declared righteous without the
works of the Law. And so “They stumbled over” Him.

Now when we're driving down the freeway and there’s a great
big rock out in the middle of the road—or we’re walking down
the road—we can do one of two things. We can get out and
stumble over it or stand on it.

On Christ the solid rock I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand.
12



On Him I stand!
And they chose Israel to reject rather than to respond.
Remember Augustus Toplady?

“Not the labours of my hands

Can fulfil Thy law's demands;

Could my zeal no respite know,

Could my tears for ever flow,

All for sin could not atone:

Thou must save, and Thou alone.”
(source unknown)

And so we can either stumble over it or we stand on it. Israel
stumbled over it.

Verse 33. There’s a neat phrase 1n this verse.

v. 33 even as it is written, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a
stone of stumbling and a rock of offense, and he
who is believing in Him will not be disappointed.”

“even as 1t 1s written, ‘Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of
stumbling and a rock of offense,”—and look at that last
phrase—“and he who is believing in Him will"—WHAT?—"not
be disappointed.”

We won’t be disappointed. We can trust God that Jesus did
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that which 1s adequate to make us accepted. We'll never be
disappointed by what He’s done.

That 1s so neat for two reasons. First of all, 1t’s so neat becausé
1t was PREDICTED 700 years before it happened.

In Isaiah 8:14 he talks about the “rock.” But then in Isaiah
28:16 he says “you will not be disappointed.”

Notice it says the one “who 1s believing in Him will not be
disappointed.” Isaiah even knew 700 years before i1t happened
that men were going to be declared righteous by faith by
believing! There it is! Way back in the Old Testament!

Ever studied the word “Zion”?

“Zion” means “sunny mountain.” And it’s the contrast to a
smoky mountain—“Sinai.”

And the sunny mountain is in Jerusalem. Jerusalem is on Mt.
Zion. Now in the Bible Jerusalem is called Zion, the city of our
God. It’s called the heavenly Jerusalem. That’s why we say,
“We’'re marching to Zion” with such gusto. We’re marching to
the sunny mountain, to the place of great joy and great
blessing that 1s going to be ours.

Hang onto that. That’s the end of chapter 9. But hang on to
that verse, “he...will not be disappointed,” because we're going

to have an important question here in just a few minutes.
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In order to be ready for our exam we’re going to need to pay
attention. So just kind of remember in the back of our mind
“he who 1s believing in Him will not be disappointed.”

Okay, we're now going to chapter 10. Here we go.

10:v. 1 Brethren, the consuming desire of my heart and
my prayer to God for them is for their salvation.

“Brethren, the consuming desire of my heart and my prayer to
God for them 1s for their salvation.”

Now 1sn’t that interesting? There’s no chapter divisions in
these. But chapter 9 began with the same emotional response
from Paul as we got in chapter 10.

This was almost like a blue norther that blew in from
Amarillo because at the end of chapter 8 it’s “who shall
separate us from the love of God which 1s in Christ Jesus.”
Then chapter 9 verse 1 opens up like this: “I'm telling you the
truth in Christ. I'm not lying. My conscience is bearing me
witness in the Holy Spirit that I'm having great sorrow and
unceasing grief in my heart.” And then he said, “if it was
possible I would go to hell so that my brethren could go to
heaven’—talking about the Jews.

When is the last time we lost sleep over someone who’s not a
Christian? We talked about making a little list in our mind as
to how many people we would change places with so they
could go to heaven and we could go to hell.
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That guy dances to a different drummer and his consuming
desire and passion is for his own brethren. Now he has every
reason to hate them because they’'ve thrown him into jail,
they’'ve made his life miserable, they've tried to kill him time
and time again. And every city he went into the Jews stirred
up all kinds of havoc in his ministry but he was never affected
by that. He loved them and continued to do so.

Now look at chapter 10. He comes right back to it and he says;
“Brethren”—TWO THINGS:

1. “the consuming desire of my heart and”
2.  “my prayer to God for them is for their salvation.”
He has a “consuming desire” and a “prayer to God.”

Now if God were sovereign—and He is—we already learned
that, would we have the right to ask God for the salvation of
somebody else if it was all predetermined because He was
sovereign? Human responsibility 1s now coming into it becausé
Paul prays for them. If God says, “You're saved, you're lost,
you're saved, you're lost.” Sovereign God chooses this, rejects
that—Ilike some people think. Then why would Paul even pray
for them if God could not be appealed to for the salvation of
the lost?

What’s the problem? The big problem is well said by Will
Rogers:
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“There are two eras in American history—there is the passing
of the buffalo and the passing of the buck.”
(source unknown)

And we do that! We expect everybody else to do the
evangelizing. We expect everybody else to have a “consuming
desire” and “prayer to God” for those who don’t know Christ.

We should be asking ourselves the question: “Do I have that
consuming desire? Do I pray to God for the salvation of
others?”

J. Vernon McGee before he died said:

“You know, I may say that there are probably 75 percent of
church members that are not saved.”
(source unknown)

Now that will make us sit up and take notice. Why? Well,
we're going to learn more about it here in these verses as to
why he would make such a courageous statement as that.

There’s one word that we don’t like. Whether we're saved or
unsaved, we don’t like the SAVED. It conjures up all kinds of
feelings from our childhood, doesn’t 1t?

Ray Stedman said:

I do not think there is any word in the Christian vocabulary
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that makes people more uncomfortable than the word “saved.”
People cringe when they hear it. Perhaps it conjures up
visions of hot-eyed, zealous buttonholers—usually with bad
breath—who walk up and grab you and say, “Brother, are you
saved?” Or perhaps it raises visions of a tiny band of
Christians at a street meeting in front of some saloon singing,
“Give the winds a mighty voice, Jesus saves! Jesus saves!”

I will never forget the startled look on the face of a man
who came up to me in a movie theater. The seat beside me
was vacant, and he said, “Is this seat saved?” I said, “No, but I
am.” [The guy promptly sat across the aisle.]

(source unknown)

Weldon Hardenbrook wrote a book on manhood. This
statement addresses a little bit of the problem of why we don’t
have a “consuming desire.”

(Missing from Action by Weldon M. Hardenbrook)

Real masculinity involves a willingness to remain committed
to loved ones no matter what circumstance arises. The collapse
of adequate models of Christian manhood is producing self-
absorbed and often cowardly men who bail out when the going
gets tough.

p. 84

That’s the problem. We don’t say “so did not I” and continue to
stand and to remain committed so people can lean on us and
depend upon us. We don’t have those “consuming desires” for
other people and their plight. It’s more of our own desire.
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Could 1t be that the lack of “consuming desire” that we feel for
the lost and dying world that’s around us is because of our
lack of prayer?

When is the last time we’ve spent time interceding before God
for some people that we know are going to spend eternity in
hell because they’ve never been declared righteous?

Maybe it’s the lack of prayer that stifles these desires and
makes us selfish?

Ronald Dunn, in one of his books, gives this cute little
1llustration:

(Don’t Just Stand There, Pray Something: The Incredible
Power of Intercessory Prayer by Ronald Dunn)

Some time ago a missionary told me about a letter he
received from a little girl whose Sunday school class had been
writing to foreign missionaries. Evidently their teacher had
told them real live missionaries were very busy and might not
have time to answer their letters, for the one he received said
simply:

Dear Rev. Smith:
We are praying for you. We are not expecting an answer.
p. 171

Listen to the words of this song:
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(Disciplines of a Godly Man by R. Kent Hughes)

Every day they pass me by,

I can see it in their eyes;

Empty people filled with care,
Headed who knows where.

On they go through private pain,
Living fear to fear.

Laughter hides the silent cries,
Only Jesus hears.

People need the Lord.
People need the Lord.
At the end of broken dreams,
He's the open door.
People need the Lord....
—Greg Nelson and Phil McHugh
pp. 191-92

Paul says, “I've got a consuming desire. My prayer to God for
them 1s for their salvation. Their righteousness won’t be
acceptable. They must be saved! Even though they’re very
religious, they must come to a righteousness which is not
theirs.”

Now look at verse 2. This gets graphic!
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v. 2 For I am bearing them witness that they are having
a zeal for God, but not in accordance with
knowledge.

“For I am bearing them witness that they are having a zeal for
God, but not in accordance with knowledge.”

“For I am bearing them witness”

Is there anybody in the whole wide world that could
understand how a Jew would have a problem with the
righteousness of God other than Paul? He was the most
zealous of them all.

If we change that a little bit he could say, “You know Jews, I
really know where you're coming from. I am bearing them
testimony. I've been there.”

Galatians says:

(Galatians 1:13, 14

...I am running ahead of my fellow countrymen, my zeal I
persecuted the church.

In Philippians 3 he starts to brag and he says:

Philippians 3:5

I was born of Hebrews, Hebrew of the Hebrews; I was born of
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the tribe of Benjamin; I was circumcised the eighth day. With
regard to the Law, a Pharisee.

And on and on he goes about the things that he did before he
counted 1t all loss for the sake of knowing Christ Jesus our
Lord. (ref. Philippians 3:8)

“I am bearing them witness...”
Now look what he says though:

“that they are having a zeal for God, but not in accordance
with knowledge.”

In other words, they’re wiping out their footprints. They have
“a zeal for God, but it’s not in accordance with knowledge.”

Now we could change that word. We could say “they are not
having the zeal OF God” and we would say that they were sick
spiritually.

Now if we're a believer and we name Christ and we don’t have
the zeal OF God with a burning passion for Him and for
knowing Him and sharing Him, then we're spiritually
unhealthy in that regard. And to that measure it would be
good to find out what’s causing it. But here he’s saying “they
are having a zeal FOR God” not a zeal FROM God. Because
when we become a Christian, we have a zeal from God to
share and be motivated to share with the lost and dying
world.
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We have a lot of people that have “a zeal for God, but not
according to knowledge.”

J. Vernon McGee says there are some churches, friend, their
members are so busy they're like termites. On Monday night
they play basketball. On Tuesday night they play football.
Wednesday night they play volleyball. On Thursday night
they play baseball. On Friday night they just “have a ball.”
They have a real “zeal of God”—and they do it all in the name
of Jesus.

(source unknown)

Now, the thing that is so disturbing is that when we start
talking about zeal we go a long way to find evangelicals who
walk with the Lord and have a great zeal, the zeal of God.
Don’t we? But we go find these cults and they’ll give up two
years to go around the world and “not according to knowledge’
will deceive people to the point that they’ll doom themselves
for eternity by hooking up to them! While we sit around and
watch Rome burn.

b4

That’s passing the buck! Our responsibility is Acts 1:8—that’s
the last words Christ ever said.

Acts 1:8

You shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost i1s come

upon you; and you shall be witnesses unto me, both in

Jerusalem, [right in our city]in all Judea [our county and
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surrounding area], Samaria [our state], and to the uttermost
part of the earth, sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We have a part in that in some way.

Verse 3—look at that. Isn’t that something? Isn’t that sad?

v. 3 For not knowing about the righteousness of God,
and seeking to establish their own, they did not

subject themselves to the righteousness of God.

“For not knowing about the righteousness of God, and seeking
to establish their own,”

This 1s the KEY VERSE 1n the whole study so we’re going to
stay there for a second.

“For not knowing about the righteousness of God, and seeking
to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the
righteousness of God.”

Two kinds of righteousness:

1. “righteousness of God” and

2. the righteousness of men.

One makes us accepted. The other makes us rejected.

Just underline the verbs and meditate on it for a minute.
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1. They are “not knowing”

For a lot of people, it is the ignorance of a righteousness that
will make them acceptable.

2. “seeking”

They're seeking “their own” way. They're trying to do it on
their own.

3. “to establish their own”

What’s that Greek word—"“establish”? That’s the word for
build a memorial. That’s the word for leaving a monument.
We know that all over the place, don’t we?

“to establish their own,”
And then the worst verb of all 1s the last one:
4. “not subjecting”

Remember what we said in our last study? The happiest
people in the world are the people who have learned to live
comfortably with divine sovereignty or divine authority. And
they will not subject themselves to divine authority and accept
what He has provided.

Why? Well, everybody wants to be chiefs. Nobody wants to be
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Indians. After all we want to be one of the people who’s
macho, who carries the clout. We don’t want to wash dirty
feet. We don’t want to be seen as a servant. We want to be the
people who are the leaders. But we've got to learn to submit to
authority.

Patsy Clairmont says this:

(God Uses Cracked Pots by Patsy Clairmont)

I'm staying on beautiful grounds that belong to my friend
Verna. While I'm resting and writing, I'm in a home tucked in
the woods. God’s fingerprints are all around . . . as well as His
sense of humor.

I was reading one morning when I heard what at first
sounded like a squeaky wheel. As the sound moved closer, 1
went to the window.

Much to my surprise and delight I saw a flock of wild
turkeys. Counting heads was hard because they were moving
so quickly, but I figured there were at least forty of them.

They appeared to be having an intense meeting. Having
divided into opposing sides, they were in a heated debate. One
group would aggressively storm their opponents, gobbling
forcefully. The others would then respond confrontationally,
their gobbles sounding at times more like screeching. It
seemed as though those yelling loudest were the most
Iintimidating.

One small group separated from the others in pursuit of a
lone turkey, apparently trying to whip him into shape or get
him to submit. They surrounded him, backed him into several

26



trees and didn’t let up until he hightailed it to the back of the
pack.

Then one of them spread his masterful tail feathers and
began to strut. Immediately the flock settled down and
followed the flamboyant one single file into the woods.

As I observed these turkeys, I couldn’t decide if I had just
witnessed a political rally or a church board meeting.

Gobble Gobble
pp. 147-48

Judges 21:25

Everyone that which is right in their own eyes.
We don’t want to submit to authority.

v. 4 For Christ is the end (goal) of the law for
righteousness to everyone who is believing.

“For Christ”—we now can move on to greener pastures in the
completion of the study. Look at this.

“For Christ is the end (or the goal) of the law for righteousness§
to everyone who is believing.”

Greek never has the words in sequence like English. We can’t
sit down and the first word in the sentence is “For” and the
second word 1s “Christ.” In a Greek sentence, when they
wanted someone to know what they were emphasizing they
put that word first in the sentence in the EMPHATIC
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POSITION. And the first word 1n the Greek sentence 1s the
word “goal.” That’s the most important word.

The Law reaches its goal when it brings the sinner to Christ.

Galatians 3:24

The Law is a schoolmaster to bring me to Christ.

And the Law 1s finished. When we come to know the Lord
Jesus Christ, we’re done with the Law.

“for righteousness to everyone who is believing.”
Jerry Bridges says:

(Transforming Grace by Jerry Bridges)

To the extent you are clinging to any vestiges of self-
righteousness or are putting any confidence in your own
spiritual attainments, to that degree you are not living by the
grace of God in your life. This principle applies both in
salvation and in living the Christian life.

p. 33

v. 5 For Moses is writing that the man who practices
the righteousness which is out of the law shall live
by it.

“For Moses 1s writing that the man who practices the
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righteousness which is out of the law shall live by it.”
What else? He'll die by it.

No one has ever been declared righteous or been successful in
acquiring a righteousness that makes them acceptable by the
works of the Law.

Now just be careful because his argument is very important.
This 1s bringing it all to conclusion in these last verses.

v. 6 But the righteousness which is out of faith is
speaking in this manner, “Do not say in your heart,
‘Who shall ascend into heaven?’ (that is, to bring
Christ down),

“But the righteousness which 1s out of faith is speaking in this
manner, ‘Do not say in your heart, “Who shall ascend into
heaven?” (that is, to bring Christ down),”

v. 7 or, ‘Who shall descend into the abyss?’ (that is, to
bring Christ up from the dead).”

“or, “Who shall descend into the abyss?” (that is, to bring
Christ up from the dead).”

The righteousness of God says we don’t have to go up into
heaven and bring Christ down because, guess what? We've

had Christmas.
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John 1:14

And the word became flesh and tabernacled among us.
Jesus Christ came down. He’s God come down.

And secondly, the righteousness of God doesn’t have to go to
some cemetery and look for a grave to find where Christ lays.
We might find a grave, but it’s empty because He’s interceding
at the right hand of God the Father, ready to declare any
sinner righteous who by faith will receive and appropriate His
finished work. And that righteousness will make him
acceptable for all eternity because he will be perfectly
righteous in God’s sight.

So we're not going to go up to heaven and say “Bring Him
down!” He’s already come down.

We're not going to go down among the dead and look for Him

because He’s already been there and gone. He is the risen
Christ.

He’s talking about two things in those two verses:

1. He’s talking about the INCARNATION—Christ becoming
flesh, and

2. He’s talking about the RESURRECTION.

And it’s those two things that we must believe in order to be
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saved, 1n order to be declared righteous. And that’s in the last
three verses.

The last three verses all fit together—8, 9 and 10—in that
there 1s a common denominator between them. There’s the
word “mouth” and there’s the word “heart” in all three verses.

We have “mouth” and “heart” in verse 8. We have “mouth” and
“heart” 1in verse 9. But in verse 10, guess what we have? We
have “heart” and “mouth.” He puts it in the right order.

Many have been taught that there are TWO CONDITIONS
for salvation. We must BELIEVE but we must also
CONFESS. And many people believe that we confess by
raising our hand or walking down an aisle and we confess it.

Now that goes against everything we have learned in the book
of Romans to this point. Since that does, we need to be very
careful how we handle this passage. And we have emphasized
in all those verses, faith, faith, faith, believing, believing,
believing. And that’s the condition for salvation.

Now just with an open mind, and if we’re wrong at this point
God will straighten us out when we get to glory.

Let’s read these verses in that light of what we know.

v. 8 But what is it saying? “The word is near you, in
your mouth and in your heart”—that is, the word of
faith which we are preaching,
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“But what is it saying? “The word is near you, in your mouth
and in your heart’—that is, the word of faith which we are
preaching,”

Now what 1s that word that’s “near you,” that’s “in your mouth
and in your heart”?

That’s Matthew 11:28-30:

Matthew 11:28-30

Come unto Me, all ye who are weary [you’re dragging out your:
footprints] and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take My
yoke upon you, and learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly of
heart; and you shall find rest for your souls. For My yoke i1s
easy, and My burden is light."

Jesus 1s saying, “Come, I'll take care of it. I'll handle 1t.”

Now, what does he mean then when we get to these next
verses and 1t talks about confessing with the mouth and
believing in the heart? All that means is that when we believe
1n our heart, 1t will affect our mouth. And we will speak to the
fact that we have come to know Christ in a personal way.

We're talking about a dangerous deal. We're talking about the
difference between life and death—the eternal destiny of a

soul.
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Haddon Robinson’s book The Solid Rock Construction
Company is on the Sermon on the Mount. He says this:

(The Solid Rock Construction Company by Haddon W.
Robinson)

A soul is a dangerous thing to lose. We had better be
careful whom we listen to, whom we watch, and what we read:
Some who seem like gentle sheep may be ravenous wolves.

Elmer Gantry was a fictional example of a great deceiver.
When Sinclair Lewis wrote his novel in 1927, many Christians
felt he had sensationalized the story of the corrupt evangelist.
Unfortunately, it has turned out that Lewis was a prophet of
sorts. Elmer Gantry could substitute for one of a number of
modern-day preachers.

Gantry, though guilty [everything], and hypocrisy,
eventually discredited his accusers and, in the last scene of
the book, faced his congregation.

“Without planning it, Elmer knelt on the platform,
holding his hands out to them, sobbing, and with him they all
knelt and sobbed and prayed, while outside the locked glass
door of the church, seeing the mob kneel within, hundreds
knelt on the steps of the church, on the sidewalk, all down the
block.

“Oh, my friends!” cried Elmer, ‘do you believe in my
innocence, in the fiendishness of my accusers? Reassure me
with a hallelujah!

“The church thundered with the triumphant hallelujah...”

And so do thousands of deceived [people] today. But
Jesus Himself is not in the crowd.
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p. 135

We have to be careful. We have to read the instructions. We
have to know what we’re doing.

Paul Harvey was so cute with this story:

(Paul Harvey’s For What It’s Worth. Edited by Paul Harvey,
Jr.)

At the South Central Bell office, Jackson, Mississippi. . .

A secretary returned from her coffee break to see her boss;
Jim McGowan, sitting at her desk.

HE SAID:

“Sorry, I had a headache and took the liberty of looking i
your desk for some aspirin.” Said he’'d taken two and felt
“better now”.

SHE SAID:

“Anytime, Mr. McGowan.”

“And,” she added, “you won’t get pregnant, either.

p. 7

We have to be careful about what we take and about what we
read, and what we listen to.

Verse 9—now look at this verse because here we put it
together.
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v. 9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord,
and believe in your heart that God raised Him from
the dead, you shall be saved.

“that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord,”—that’s
verse 6.

God came down. Jesus 1s Lord.

“and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the
dead,”—He came up out of the earth. We don’t have to go
down there and look for Him.

WHAT?—"you shall be saved.”
Now what does that verse mean? That verse means:

FAITH in the heart will issue in FRUIT on the lips.

When we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the living Savior
and we appropriate Him, faith without works is dead. But real
faith will manifest itself in fruit on the lips—*you shall be
saved.”

We are not saved by confessing but because we are saved we
confess! We declare Him as Lord. He i1s our Savior.

Now see verse 10? It makes it clear because it brings it back
around. It’s not mouth, heart, mouth, heart. Now it’s heart,
mouth. It’s a heart-work that is expressed in our mouth.
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v. 10 For with the heart faith is being exercised,
resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth
confession is being made, resulting in salvation.

“For with the heart faith is being exercised,”—there’s our
single condition.

And what happens by the single condition of faith?
“resulting in righteousness,”

And then how do we witness to the rest of the world that we're
saved?

“and with the mouth confession is being made, resulting in
salvation.”

We cannot describe the intense feelings when we watch a baby
being born and finally that little cry takes place. That’s all
Paul’s saying. Paul’s saying that when a real eternal
transaction takes place and there 1s life, it will be expressed
on the lips.

When asked if they really know Jesus Christ as their personal
Savior, some people say it’s a private matter. It is not a
private matter. It is a manifestation of a real genuine
salvation experience to be able to speak of it.

Now remember we said there was going to be an important
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question—here 1t is.

v. 11 For the scripture is saying, “Everyone who is
believing in Him will not be disappointed.”

“For the scripture is saying, ‘Everyone who is believing in Him
will not be disappointed.”

Where’'d that come from?

Isaiah 28:16

Is there any difference between verse 11 in chapter 10 and
verse 33 1in chapter 9?7 Are they both the same?

Now take a little deeper read. Anybody else see any difference
between verse 33 and verse 11 in chapter 10? What'’s the
difference?

Alright. “He” in chapter 9:33 and “everyone” in chapter 10
verse 11. What’s that mean? That means that everybody—
Jews, Gentiles, and later he’s going to change the word to
“whosoever’—can come to a sovereign God and be declared
righteous by the single condition of faith.

Doesn’t that get us excited to realize that the gospel is for the
whole world? And we get to end on such a neat verse.

“Everyone who is believing in Him will not be disappointed.”
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Now here are the 12 lessons from our study.

Lesson #1: We are moving from divine sovereignty to human
responsibility in this study.

Lesson #2: Israel is making the mistake of pursuing a

righteousness by the works of the Law which will only end in
futility and failure.

Lesson #3: The righteousness of God 1s by faith and not by the
works of the Law.

Lesson #4: Because they are seeking it from works and not
from faith, they are stumbling over the Messiah.

Lesson #5: Paul has a consuming desire and a prayer to God
for their salvation.

Lesson #6: Israel has a zeal for God and not a zeal from God.

Lesson #7: They are trying to erect a monument or a memorial
to their own righteousness.

Lesson #8: “Christ 1s the end of the law for righteousness to
everyone who 1s believing.”

Lesson #9: Christmas and Easter have already come and gone
and now all we have to do 1s by faith accept what is available

to us 1n Christ.
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Lesson #10: Salvation is available. You do not have to go
anywhere to get it.

Lesson #11: Belief in the heart will flow out in confession of
the mouth.

Lesson #12: “Everyone who is believing in Him will not be
disappointed.”

It’s altogether fitting to end with the words of a song by Ray
Boltz’s:

“Thank You”

I dreamed I went to heaven; you were there with me.

We walked upon the streets of gold beside the crystal sea.

We heard the angels singing, then someone called your name.
You turned and saw the young man; he was smiling as he
came.

And he said, “Friend you may not know me now.”

Then he said, “But wait! You used to teach my Sunday School
when I was only eight.

And ev’ry week you would say a prayer before the class would
start.

And one day when you said that prayer, I asked Jesus in my
heart.”

(Chorus)
“Thank you for giving to the Lord,;
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I am a life that was changed.
Thank you for giving to the Lord,;
I am so glad you gave!”

Then another man stood before you. He said,

“Remember the time

A missionary came to your church; his pictures made you cry?
You didn’t have much money but you gave it anyway.

Jesus took the gift you gave; that’s why I'm here today.”

One by one they came, far as the eye could see,
Each life somehow touched by your generosity.
Little things that you had done, sacrifices made,
Unnoticed on the earth, in heaven now proclaimed.

I know up in heaven you’re not supposed to cry,

But I am almost sure there were tears in your eyes.

As Jesus took your hand, you stood before the Lord;

He said, “My child, look around you, for great is your reward!”

© Copyright 1988 by Gaither Music Company All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Father, teach us to understand the precarious situation that
humanity finds themselves in. Humanity that’s both religious
and unrighteous—people who need the Lord. May we be those
who have a clear understanding of what it 1s to be declared
righteous and to be totally accepted. And to be overwhelmed
with Your grace, that You can save sinners. We love You and
we rejoice in the things we’ve been able to study together.
Thank You that we’ve seen Your sovereignty but we've seen
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the free will too. We’ve understood what we must do and the
choice we must make and we thank You for that. In Jesus

name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of ROMANS
The Gift of God’s Grace

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness™

Study Number Twenty-Three - Romans 9:30-10:11

NOTES
v. 30 What then shall we say? That Gentiles, who are not
pursuing, attained righteousness, even the righteousness which is
by faith;
v. 31 but Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did not measure
up to that law.
v. 32 Why? Because they are not pursuing it by faith, but as
though it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling-stone,
v. 33 even as it 1s written, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of
stumbling and a rock of offense, and he who is believing in Him
will not be disappointed.”
10:v. 1 Brethren, the consuming desire of my heart and my prayer
to God for them 1is for their salvation.
v. 2 For I am bearing them witness that they are having a zeal for
God, but not in accordance with knowledge.
v. 3 For not knowing about the righteousness of God, and seeking
to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the
righteousness of God.
v. 4 For Christ is the end (goal) of the law for righteousness to
everyone who is believing.
v. 5 For Moses is writing that the man who practices the
righteousness which is out of the law shall live by it.
v. 6 But the righteousness which is out of faith is speaking in this
manner, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who shall ascend into heaven?
(that 1s, to bring Christ down),
v. 7 or, ‘Who shall descend into the abyss?’ (that is, to bring Christ
up from the dead).”
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NOTES

v. 8 But what is it saying? “The word is near you, in your mouth
and in your heart”—that is, the word of faith which we are
preaching,

v. 9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe
in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be
saved.

v. 10 For with the heart faith is being exercised, resulting in
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is being made,
resulting in salvation.

v. 11 For the scripture is saying, “Everyone who is believing in
Him will not be disappointed.”

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Romans 9:30-10:11 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. What are the two kinds of righteousness described in
verses 30 & 317

3. In what two ways 1s it possible to pursue righteousness,
according to verse 327
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5. What is Paul’s consuming desire and prayer for Israel,

according to verse 17
8. Outline the process for acquisition of an acceptable

4. What 1s the concluding promise in chapter 9?

6. What mistake have they made, according to verse 3?
7. Outline the conditions and the promise in verse 9.
righteousness and salvation, according to verse 10.



9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: We are moving from divine sovereignty to
human responsibility in this study.

LESSON #2: Israel 1s making the mistake of pursuing
righteousness by the works of the Law, which will only
end 1n futility and failure.

LESSON #3: The righteousness of God 1s by faith and not by
the works of the Law.

LESSON #4: Because they are seeking it from works and not
from faith, they are stumbling over the Messiah.
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LESSON #5: Paul has a consuming desire and a prayer to God
for their salvation.

LESSON #6: Israel has a zeal for God and not a zeal from
God.

LESSON #7: They are trying to erect a monument or a
memorial to their own righteousness.

LESSON #8: “Christ 1s the end of the law for righteousness to
everyone who 1s believing.”

LESSON #9: Christmas and Easter have already come and
gone, and now all we have
to do 1s by faith accept what i1s available to us in Christ.

LESSON #10: Salvation 1s available. You do not have to go
anywhere to get it.

LESSON #11: Belief in the heart will flow out in confession of
the mouth.

LESSON #12: “Everyone who 1s believing in Him will not be
disappointed.”
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