A Practical Study of ROMANS
The Gift of God’s Grace

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness™

Study Number Twenty-Four - Romans 10:12-21

Zag Ziglar wrote a book called Courtship After Marriage. In 1t
he said:

(Courtship After Marriage: Romance Can Last a Lifetime by
Zag Ziglar)

... I was having a pity party. And as you may know, the only
problem with a pity party is that no one shows up but you,
and there are no refreshments.

p. 236

Erma Bombeck was having a very similar pity party over the
fact that she had a teenage daughter who was borrowing her
car. Listen to this:

(If Lafe Is a Bowl of Cherries—What Am I Doing In the Pits?
by Erma Bombeck)

Okay, take the car incident. My oldest took her car to the
garage for repairs last week and used my car while hers was
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being fixed.

For three days I sat home without wheels (which 1s like
telling Zsa Zsa Gabor she can’t have any more wedding cake).

On the day her car came back she returned my car keys
and said, “Hey Mom, you owe me three dollars for the gas I
put in your car.”

I could not believe what she was saying. These words
were being uttered by a child I poured eight hundred and
elighty-seven dollars’ worth of vitamins down. Paid one
hundred fifty-four dollars for her old teeth under the pillow.
Indulged 1n two thousand dollars’ worth of toys (batteries
extra). Foot the bill for one hundred eighty-six skin
preparations to kill a single pimple. Sent to camp. Took the
sink apart to find her lost class ring. Worried myself sick
when she cracked an A in human sexuality.

Then I remembered a letter that a teenager had written
me after she had read one of my books. Maybe that would get
through to her.

“Listen to this,” I said, reading from the letter.

“Parents go through life, Mrs. Bombeck, saying to their
children, ‘T've worked my fingers to the bone for you. I've madé
sacrifices and what do I get in return?

“You want an answer, Mrs. Bombeck? You get messy
rooms, filthy clothing, disheveled hair, dirty fingernails,
raided refrigerators ad nauseam. You get something else too.
You get someone who loves you but never takes the time to
tell you in words. You get someone who’ll defend you at every
turn even though you do wear orthopedic socks and enjoy
listening to Pat Boone and changing your underwear everyday
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and acknowledging their presence in public.

“Yes, sometimes you talked too much and sometimes you
turned away too soon. But you laughed with us and cried with
us and all the agony, non-communication, frustrations, fears
and angers showed us that despite the need to be free and
independent and do our own thing . . . you cared.

“And when we leave home, there will be a little tug at our
hearts because we know we will miss you and home and
everything it meant. But most of all, we will miss the
constantly assured knowledge of how very much you love us.”

My daughter looked up. Her eyes were misty. [Her first
words were] “Does that mean I don’t get the three bucks?”
pp. 194-97

Oh. Do you think God ever gets frustrated with us as His
children?

The children of Israel were God’s chosen people and they had
a very, very unique relationship with God.

In Romans chapter 9, God in His sovereign purpose, out of all
the nations of the world chose Israel. We have learned that
God 1s sovereign and He has a right to do what He wants to

do.

To 1llustrate that sovereignty as we see God’s relationship to

Israel in the PAST, He chose first of all to reject Ishmael and

to choose Isaac. He rejected Esau and chose Jacob. He

hardened the Pharaoh’s heart so that His purpose would be

accomplished in bringing the children of Israel out of the land
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of Egypt as He had promised.

And then we got to chapter 10 and we see that God in His
sovereignty has set Israel aside. They are no longer under
God’s blessing. And in the PRESENT, Israel has been set
aside. God has a sovereign right to do that. But human
responsibility is also involved. Because as we're going to see,
they deliberately chose to reject what He was trying to do and
rejected Christ as the king, or the Messiah.

Now 1n chapter 11 in these next studies that we’re going to be
working together, God will speak in a very special way to each
of us. Especially if our life has been splattered with a little bit
of failure along the way, to realize that God can still restore
and God can still be faithful to His promises. Restoration is
the key word for chapter 11.

And just as sure as God has made all these promises to Israel;
He 1s going to restore that nation to its place of blessing and
fulfill those promises in the future.

So we have the PAST in chapter 9. We have the PRESENT 1n
chapter 10. And we have the FUTURE in chapter 11.

Now remember the statement in our last study that the
happiest people in the world are those who have learned to
live comfortably with divine authority.

Job 40:2



Shall the one who contends with the Almighty correct Him?

This story illustrated the point very well:
WHO CALLS THE GAME?

During an afternoon baseball game when American League
umpire Bill Guthrie was working behind the plate, the catcher
for the visiting team repeatedly protested his calls.

According to a story that appeared in the St. Louis Post
Dispatch, Guthrie endured this for three innings. But in the
fourth inning, when the catcher started to complain, Guthrie
stopped him. “Son,” he said gently, “you’ve been a big help to
me calling balls and strikes, and I appreciate it. But I think
I've got the hang of it now. So I'm going to ask you to go to the
clubhouse and show them how to take a shower.”

(from Our Daily Bread, January 27, year unknown)

Sometimes in our lives when we’re so low and we’ve been hurt
by something that’s seems so inconsistent with His love, and
we want to tell Him how to call the balls and strikes, God
sometimes maybe thinks, “Wouldn’t they be better off taking a
shower rather than playing the game because they're resisting
My plan at every point?”

Now there are times in our lives that we have to say, “I

understand that I don’t understand.” And what is going on in

our lives is totally inconsistent, it seems irrational, and yet

those are the greatest times we need to trust God that out of
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that He has some purpose in view.

Why would He reach down and reject Israel? And we
understand in the study why He does that. But as He reaches
down and does that, He has a wonderful purpose for the
salvation of the whole world. As Israel 1s set aside, salvation
goes to everybody.

When Jesus dies on the Cross, we can’t understand why Jesus
would die. But then when He’s risen from the dead, we realize
that He 1s now 1n a position to declare the sinner righteous in
God’s marvelous wisdom, His purpose and His plan.

So if we find ourselves in difficult circumstances, just wait a
little while. Don’t lose our love. Don’t lose our confidence.
Don’t lose our trust in a sovereign God. Although it might not
all be made clear down here, i1t will be one day. And we can
trust God to be faithful to His promises.

Now remember the last verse we had in our last study when
we finished?

Romans 10:11

For the scripture is saying, “Everyone who 1s believing in Him
will not be disappointed.

Now that’s a quotation from Isaiah 28:16. And the reason that
verse was so significant is that verse was the end of chapter 9.
For as chapter 9 ended in verse 33, he quotes it again. But
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then he says: “He who is believing in Him will not be
disappointed.” And to show us what the argument i1s, He’s
moved from a “he”—which 1s a Jew—to “everyone.” And he
changed the word “he” in verse 33 to “everyone” in our last
verse.

Now what does that do? That makes a Jew realize that he’s no
longer in that special privileged place. But now the good news
goes to everyone. And that’s the transition in the argument as
we come to the passage.

Now the Jews have THREE PROBLEMS that set the stage for
our study.

1. Problem #1 to the Jews 1s that they are 1ignorant of the
righteousness of God.

They think that their righteousness is the only righteousness
that’ll make them acceptable. And they don’t know anything
about the fact that God now has a gift of righteousness that
He makes and uses to make us acceptable in His sight when
by faith we receive it. They're ignorant of that.

2.  Secondly, they are ignorant of the fact that salvation—or
being declared righteous—is by faith and not by works.

In other words, we take 1t rather than work for it.

3. And the third thing that is so hard for them, it’s for
everybody and not just for the Jews.
7



Now with those three statements in mind, let’s jump right in
at verse 12 and we’ll move through these verses.

Now notice the little word “all” in verse 12. It occurs twice.

v. 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding
in riches for all who are calling upon Him;

“For there 1s no distinction anymore between the Jew and the

Greek;”—or the Jew and the Gentile—everybody else that’s

not a Jew.

“for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all
who are calling upon Him;”

Now the first thing we learn 1s that He 1s the “Lord of all.”

Philippians 2:8-10

...Every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that
Jesus Christ 1s Lord to the glory of God the Father.

And in Matthew 28:18 Jesus in His resurrected body says:

Matthew 28:18

All power, all authority has been given unto Me in heaven and
on earth, and under the earth.
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Let’s land on the word “riches” for a minute.
“riches for all who are calling upon Him;”

It’s an amazing thing today, we have a phenomenon that was
certainly not true in the first century. And is certainly the
furthest thing from the truth, if we want to know the truth.
And that 1s, every time somebody reads the word “riches” in
the Bible they think of material wealth.

Now for us to understand that, let’s look at a verse of
scripture:

2 Corinthians 8:9

You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He
was rich, yet for our sakes He became poor that we through
His poverty might be made rich.

If Jesus meant that becoming a Christian gave us the right to
declare material prosperity, then He 1s the poorest example of
1t upon the earth. For Jesus often said, “Foxes have holes and

birds of air have nests, and the son of man has not a place to
lay His head.” (ref. Luke 9:58)

He was constantly using a borrowed boat. He was riding a
borrowed beast. He ate His final meal in a borrowed room.
And He was buried 1n a borrowed tomb. Jesus Christ 1s a man
of sorrows and acquainted with grief.
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And it’s only a contemporary phenomenon that we have
saturating the theology of our day with statements to name it
and to claim it. And that God expects our bottom line to
increase as a result of a relationship to Him.

Now let’s redefine “riches.”

Matthew 6:19

Lay not up for yourself treasures on earth where moth and
rust corrupt and thieves break in and steal. But lay up for
yourself treasure in heaven.

In Colossians chapter 3 Paul says:

Colossians 3:1

Seek those things which are above. Set your affection on
things above.

Now what are we rich in? We're rich because our heavenly
Father has promised us adequate grace to meet every demand
of this day.

We have the riches of His GRACE to take us through today.
We also have the riches of His MERCY to forgive our sin.

We have the riches of His UNCONDITIONAL LOVE. He’s

10



never going to give up on us. And He just keeps on loving us.

We have an INHERITANCE too, because He died and He rose
from the dead. And when we appropriated His righteousness,
along with that righteous deed came an inheritance which is
reserved for us that’s incorruptible, undefiled and that will not
fade away reserved in heaven for us—1 Peter 1:4-5

So yes! We also have riches in the STRENGTH that He
provides.

We have riches in His PROVISION.

The focus has nothing to do with material things. Now it’s not
wrong to have wealth. But wealth, material wealth, demands
something else with it. And that 1s, we as a steward, be found
faithful with that which God has given us. And it’s a
stewardship. It’s a responsibility. It’s not sinful or wrong.

It’s against trust to claim material wealth because we become
Christians. They do not go together.

David Roper wrote the book The Strength of a Man really hit
the nail on the head. He says this:

(The Strength of a Man by David Roper)

One of the more mournful aspects of modern Christianity is

our insistent quest for an Unholy Grail. Early Christians

would have abhorred our pursuit of ease and affluence. Back
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then no one would have believed that becoming a Christian
could place a man among the rich and famous. Today for some
1t’s considered a divine right. Some say that sickness, poverty,
and infamy are signs of unbelief and that God wants us all to
be healthy, wealthy, and wise. Apparently, then, the only
victory that demonstrates closeness to God is full healing and
circumstantial happiness. If only it were so.

Such a theology of success simply isn’t so; God saves
ogreater things for us than mere earthly happiness.
Unscriptural and unrealistic expectations can plunge us into
despair and unbelief and cause us to ignore what’s really
taking place.

p. 65

See the subtlety of that? Because we have so many people
today who are without work, who are in economic tough times,
what do they think? They think, “Boy God is really letting me
down! And I've sown my seed of faith and I've done all these
right things in making these sacrifices, and God hasn’t come
through for me.”

Roper goes on to say:

(The Strength of a Man by David Roper)

God never promised us a gravy train, but He has
promised to give us the real stuff of life when the going gets
tough.

p. 67
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There are riches that are far more significant and important

than these we're going to leave behind here when we go to see
Him.

v. 13 for, “Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord
will be saved.”

“for, ‘Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be
saved.”

Now see what Paul’s doing? He used the word “all” twice in
verse 12.

It’s “Lord of all.” It’s “abounding in riches toward all.” Now
what word does he use?

“Whoever.”

He’s helping the Jews realize that God, in His wonderful
purpose, opened this up to everybody now that the Jews have
been set aside.

That comes from Joel:

Joel 2:32

Everyone who is calling on the name of the Lord will be saved;

Now everybody didn’t have the Law, but everybody can
believe and “call on the name of the Lord.”
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There 1s an urgency, friends. The more we get to know the
Lord and work with Him, when 1s going to be the right time?
And when are we going to do what we know we need to do?
That’s what we'’re saying.

Romans 13:11

This do, knowing that the time is already the hour for you to
awaken from sleep; for now salvation 1s nearer to us than we
believed. The night is almost gone, and the day is at hand.

Each of us have one thing in common. We have one week less
than we had last week. And we're moving on fast toward that
time when we meet Him.

The scripture warns us: “Teach us to number our days and
apply our hearts to wisdom.” (ref. Psalm 90:12)

Listen to Robert Fulghum:

(Uh-Oh by Robert Fulghum)

Why this obsession with time? Why 1s it strapped so tightly
around our wrists and minds? Will we ever have enough time?
What would happen if we only had enough time? When will
the time finally come? Who knows where the time goes? How
far is it from time to time? What time is the right time? Will
we know when our time has finally come? These are not
questions addressed by reason, I think. Though at least a part
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of an answer may be found in a story I heard in a cafe in
Nebraska. [I love this]

Seems a man 1s riding along in the country and he sees a
farmer holding a pig up in the air under a tree. The man
stops—backs up—takes a closer look. The farmer 1s holding
the pig up to eat an apple, and as the pig finishes one, the
farmer moves over and holds him under another apple. Now
this is not a small pig, and the farmer is straining away,
sweating buckets [and bullets]—but still patiently feeding the
pig in this unusual way, apple after apple.

So the traveler goes over to the farmer and says, “That’s a
strange way to feed a pig. Doesn’t it take a lot of time?”

“Sure does,” replies the farmer. “But what’s time to a
pig?”

p. 210

What’s time to a sinner?

C.S. Lewis drew the picture: Satan had three options. Tell
them there’s no heaven, tell them there’s no hell, tell them
there’s no hurry. What did he opt for? He went for option
three.

“Now 1s the accepted time. Now 1s the day of salvation.” (ref. 2
Corinthians 6:2)

If we're fiddling while Rome 1s burning, the opportunities are

there. People are hurting and in desperate need. And guess

what? They are ignorant of the righteousness of God. They

think i1t’s by works and not by faith. And they think it’s just
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for their own little select group instead of for the whole world.
And we have the same situation in our generation that Paul
faced when he wrote to the Romans.

That’s so neat because what we’re going to look at in these
next verses 1s the process of how a person is declared
righteous. And guess what? There’s some good news before we
even look at it. We have everything here. There’s everything
here in place so that we can be declared righteous and are
guaranteed that we know where we’re going because all the
pieces are right here.

He asks it in questions but he always takes the verb from the
previous question and pulls it into the next question. So we
just take the verbs. We just kind of walk through the verbs
here.

Remember what the first verb was back in verse 14? “Whoever
will CALL upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” That’s
verse 13.

v. 14 How then shall they call upon Him in whom they
have not believed? And how shall they believe in
Him whom they have not heard? And how shall
they hear without one who is preaching?

“How then shall they CALL upon Him in whom they have not
BELIEVED?”—is our next verb.

“And how shall they BELIEVE in Him whom they have not

16



HEARD?’—is our next verb.

“And how shall they HEAR without one who is
PREACHING?”

Let’s put verse 15 with it because they go together.

v. 15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent?
Just as it has been written, “How beautiful are the
feet of those who are bringing glad tidings of good
things!”

“And how shall they PREACH unless they are SENT? Just as
1t has been written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who
are bringing glad tidings of good things!™

Now 1f we took those verbs that we just marked in those

questions and threw it in reverse, we have the PLAN of God
for the salvation of lost men and women who need to be saved:

1. Someone must be SENT.

Isaiah 6:8

“Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” [And Isaiah
said] “Here am I Lord. Send me!”

2. Someone who’s been sent must PREACH.

To be sent, preaching, and then the third one’s negotiable.
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3. Is anybody HEARING? Is anybody LISTENING?
4. BELIEVING what is heard.
5. CALLING upon the name of the Lord to be saved.

That’s it. And we're just saying all that stuff is in place so that
we are confronted with an opportunity to come to know with
certainty that Jesus Christ is our personal Savior.

Now what does 1t mean—he quotes from Isaiah 52:7 here.

“How beautiful are the feet of them upon the mountains who
are bringing glad tidings of good things!”

Now the context of Isaiah 52:7 1s that these feet are beautiful
because they’re coming to the children of Israel in Babylonian
captivity. They’ve been there for 70 years telling them that the
captivity has ended and they’re going to get to go back to their
land. They’re going to get to build the temple. They’re going to
get to build the gates. They're going to get to build the walls
and they’re going to get to live back in the land. That’s
beautiful news and the feet that brought that news are
beautiful feet!

In Isaiah 52:7 1t says:

Isaiah 52:7
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How beautiful on the mountains

are the feet of those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace,

who bring good tidings,

who proclaim salvation,

who say to Zion,

“Your God reigns!”

They are going back to the land.

Realize that the minute we CAME to Christ, we were also
SENT to others?

God means for us to be an evangelist where we live or a “sent
one’—an apastolis—an apostle, a sent one to the people that
we touch where we live. That’s our responsibility.

With computers now and all of this analysis they can make,
they’re coming up with some fantastic statistics. For instance,
The American Institute of Church Growth surveyed over 8,000
church attenders and guess what they found out? Listen to
this. This 1s going to kind of shock you. They found out that:

(Disciplines of a Godly Man by R. Kent Hughes)

...1 to 2 percent were people with special needs; 2 to 3 percent

were walk-ins; 5 to 6 percent were influenced to come by a

particular preacher; 2 to 3 percent came because they liked

the church program; 1 to 2 percent came because they

responded to a visitation effort; 4 to 5 percent were reached by
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Sunday school; .5 percent came through evangelistic
crusades/TV programs; and a whopping 75 to 90 percent came
through the influence of friends or relatives.

p. 189

God meant for evangelism to be relational. For us to reach out
and to touch and touch and to touch and share the gospel.

A. W. Tozer made a fantastic statement. He said this:

(Going for the Gold by Joe L. Wall)

The Church at this moment needs men who feel themselves
expendable in the warfare of the soul. Such men will be free
from the compulsions that control weaker men, the lust of the
eyes, the lust of the flesh, and pride of life. They will not be
forced to do things by the squeeze of circumstances. Their only
compulsion will come from within and from above. This kind
of freedom 1s necessary if we are going to have prophets in our
pulpits again instead of mascots. These free men will serve
God and men from motives too high to be understood by the
rank and file who today shuffle in and out of the sanctuary.
They will make no decision out of fear, they will take no
course out of a desire to please, accept no service for financial
consideration. They will perform no religious act out of mere
custom. Nor will they allow themselves to be influenced by the
love of publicity or by the desire for reputation.

p. 168

Men and women who will again demonstrate beautiful feet
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because we have a wonderful message to tell the world!

Now we talked about good news. This i1s from Paul Harvey’s
book, For What It’s Worth:

(Paul Harvey’s For What It’s Worth, Edited by Paul Harvey,
Jr.)

Our For What It’s Worth Department wants you to know
what Carl Coleman told Quote magazine.

He was driving to work when a woman motorist, passing
too close, snagged his fender with hers.

Both cars stopped.

The young woman surveying the damage was in tears.

It was her fault, she admitted.

But it was a new car—Iless than two days from the
showroom.

How was she ever going to face her husband?

Mr. Coleman was sympathetic but explained they
must note each other’s license number and automobile
registration.

She reached into the glove compartment to retrieve the
documents in an envelope . . .

And on the first paper to tumble out, in a heavy
masculine scrawl, were these words:

“In case of accident, remember, Honey, it’s you I love, not
the car.”
p. 31

Woo! That guy scored! Talk about beautiful feet bringing good
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news. He chunked that thing in the glovebox on the first day
that car was home.

People blame God for the fact that God sends people to an
eternity without Him. They blame God for so much of the
sadness 1n their lives.

What Paul’s getting ready to do is paint one of the most
difficult pictures, but it’s going to haunt us.

Israel rejected God. Not God rejected Israel. And the picture 1s
a picture of humanity in general in these pictures.

We start at verse 16 and we move down to verse 21 very
quickly here. He quotes from Isaiah several times. But look at
this. We’d think with all their privileges and with all their
opportunities as God’s chosen people, everybody would
respond. Right? Wrong. Look at it.

v. 16 However, they did not all heed the glad tidings;
for Isaiah is saying, “Lord, who believed our
report?”

“However,”—when we have a “However” we know we’re
heading for trouble.

“However, they did not all heed the glad tidings;”—that came
from the beautiful feet—“for Isaiah is saying, ‘Lord, who

believed our report?”
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That’s Isaiah 53:1 by the way. And Isaiah’s saying, “Is there
anybody out there that’s believing our report?”

Sometimes the Holy Spirit just reaches down and grabs us
and He lays a truth on us that we’ll never forget.

Acts 24:24, 25

But some days later, [Paul’s in prison] Felix arrived with
Drusilla, his wife who was a Jewess, and he sent for Paul, and
he heard him speak about faith in Christ Jesus. And as he
was discussing righteousness, self-control and the judgment te
come, [get this] Felix became frightened and said, “Go away
for the present, [and this next phrase] and when I find time, I
will summon you.”

How many people would say, “Go away for the present, and
when I find time, I will come”?

The statistic is Felix and Drusilla never found the time they
needed to come. Now it’s like we read something like that and
the whole focus 1s on the word “time.” And then we drop our
eyes down to the next passage, and remember Paul the next
time he gets an opportunity to talk to King Agrippa and
Berenice are coming through town. And the whole city council
1s there and they all want to hear Paul’s testimony. In Acts 26
he gives this fabulous testimony of how his life has been
changed, right? And then he turns to King Agrippa sitting in
the audience and he says this:
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Acts 26:27-28

“King Agrippa, do you believe the Prophets? I know that you
do.” [Now get this] And Agrippa replied to Paul, “In a short
time you will persuade me to become a Christian.”

Listen, if we’re ever going to get our act together with God it’s
going to take a long time. We aren’t going to do it in a short
time.

There are people studying the Word of God who are saying,
“I'll get ahold of that when I have and find time.” But also,
those who’ve scrutinized it for years and they say, “I don’t
make a decision on the spur of the moment. I am going to need
a long time to make a decision like this.” Both of them are in
error.

And the Jews rejected the message for the most part.

(Bringing Out the Best in People by Alan Loy McGinnis)

[One] clergyman said sadly, “When I went into the ministry I
thought I was going to save the world and rescue all these
people. But that was a long time ago. Now I'm much more
pessimistic about anyone making that much difference and

my goals are very simple: all I want to do is survive.”
pp. 173-74

We all can relate to that.
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Now look at verse 17 because it’s very important.

v. 17 So faith is coming from hearing, and hearing by
the word concerning Christ.

“So faith is coming from hearing, and hearing by the word
concerning Christ.”

How does a person exercise faith? He HEARS the message
and then he BELIEVES it. He puts his faith in the facts.

Now notice those facts are very specific. It’s facts “concerning
Christ.”

Now the reason we say that is that there are lots of folks who
feel that by simply sharing their experience, people are going
to come to Christ. The only problem with that is when we
share our experience, the sinner thinks he has to duplicate the
experience to become a Christian. And everybody’s experience
1s different.

What must be focused upon in every witness that God will
bless and prosper 1s a witness that’s filled with the content of

the Word of God—*the word concerning Christ.”

Isaiah 55:11

His word will not return unto me void but it shall prosper; it
shall accomplish that which I please.
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Now it’s an amazing phenomenon. There are very, very
successful businessmen who’ve made a lot of money in their
lives and they’ve done very well. They pretended that the
prospect was standing before them and they figured out every
argument that the prospect would throw up as to why they
didn’t want to buy the product—whether it was insurance or
whatever. And so they memorize every argument. And boy
when the prospect walks through the door it’s a done deal and
they're a dead duck! Because they have every argument for
why we need to buy their product.

And yet these same guys will say, “Oh I just can’t memorize
the Word. Just can’t hide it in my heart.”

We can memorize all that stuff and we can really put it on
them. Why can’t we memorize the book? And why can’t we
think through the arguments of somebody who’s going to be
talking to us about the Lord and be ready with answers from
the scripture? It’s just that we don’t want to spend the time
and go to the trouble to fulfill our obligations.

Our responsibility is we've been sent after we’ve come to know
Him as Savior. And we need to have that word ready to be
given as a witness so we focus on the Word of God rather than
on our experience.

Now it doesn’t mean that we can’t share what’s happened in
our life because that will verify the Word. But be sure the

Word is primary in our witness.
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A biographer wrote this about Charles Haddon Spurgeon:

(Life and Works of Rev. Charles H. Spurgeon by Henry
Davenport Northrop, D.D.)

Among his many admirable traits, and at the root of
them, lay his clear apprehension of divine truth, his firm
grasp of it, inflexible loyalty to it, and the incessant
proclamation of it. He was a man of a whole Bible. From
Genesis to Revelation it was to him “the true Word of the true
God.”

If he was conspicuous for anything, he was conspicuous
for his unswerving allegiance to “the Word [of God].” His
theology was as broad and as narrow as the Bible. With him a
“thus saith the Lord” settled everything.

p. 603

He was the man who said: “Cut me anywhere and I'll bleed
Bible!”

That’s a man who 1s consumed with the book.
Larry Crabb made this statement in one of his books:

(Men & Women: Enjoying the Difference by Larry Crabb)

If the Bible drives me to a theology that contradicts both
intuition and experience, I must handle the tension with a
firm commitment to honor biblical instruction above any other
source of input.
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p. 138

And that’s what God’s promised to prosper and to bless.

v. 18 But I am saying, did they not hear? Indeed they
have; “Their voice went out into all the earth, and
their words to the ends of the inhabited earth.”

“But I am saying, did they not all hear? Indeed they have;

‘Their voice went out into all the earth, and their words to the

ends of the inhabited earth.”

That’s from Psalm 19:

Psalm 19:1

The heavens declare the glory of God;
and the skies proclaim the work of his hands.

Everybody has two witnesses. In Romans 1, Paul says we have
a witness within us and we have a witness without us.

We have a witness WITHIN us which 1s our CONSCIENCE.

And we have a witness WITHOUT us which 1s our
CREATION.

It declares a divine being. And we can be related to Him. So
they all had a chance to hear.
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Zag Ziglar says:

(Courtship After Marriage: Romance Can Last a Lifetime by
Zag Ziglar)

Denial is not a river in Egypt! Denial 1s ignoring the obvious.
p. 172

And when we listen to our conscience and when we look at
creation, denial is ignoring the obvious.

v. 19 But I am saying, surely Israel did not know, did
they? At the first Moses is saying, “I will make you
jealous by that which is not a nation, by a nation
without understanding will I provoke you to
anger.”

“But I am saying, surely Israel did not know,”—that means
understand—“did they? At the first Moses 1s saying, ‘I will

make you jealous by that which 1s not a nation, by a nation
without understanding will I provoke you to anger.”

Where does that come from?

That’s Deuteronomy 32, just as Moses 1s getting ready to
finish his sermon. What’s he saying? He’s saying God 1s a
jealous God. And they all heard and they all understood and

they made God jealous by the choices they made.

Because when they heard and they understood, they choose
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1dolatry rather than the living God. And when they chose
1dolatry God says, “Alright, you're going to make Me jealous
by choosing other gods, I'm going to make you jealous by
choosing other people. I'm going to set you aside and I'm going
to give the blessing to the Gentiles.”

And that’s why that verse comes right into the passage. And
Moses knew that as he stood there on the plains of Moab just
before those people go into that land. He knows they’re going
to go into 1t and live in idolatry and in sin. And God is a
jealous God.

v. 20 And Isaiah is very bold and is saying, “I was found
by those who are not seeking me, I became visible
to those who are not asking for me.”

“And Isaiah”—this 1s from Isaiah 65:1 and the next verse 1s
from Isaiah 65:2 that ends the study.

“And Isaiah 1s very bold and he is saying, ‘I was found by
those who are not seeking me,”—that’s Gentiles—“I became
visible to those who are not asking for me.”

It’s becoming clear.

One old Scotch lady says:

“I've learned that in the long run, the Almighty is generally
correct.”

(source unknown)
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He sure 1s. We can just trust Him.

Now, what was the invitation back in verse 13 that started
this study? Remember?

“Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord’—WHAT?—
“will be saved.”

Now that’s the invitation, 1sn’t 1t? What’s the response? How
does God feel about all this?

This 1s a picture we're going to end with—the picture of God.

Look at that picture in the last verse—verse 21.

v. 21 But as for Israel He is saying, “All the day long I
stretched out my hands to a people disobeying and
talking back.”

“But as for Israel He 1s saying, ‘All the day long I stretched
out my hands to a people disobeying and talking back.”

Wow! That’s a picture of God wanting reconciliation, reaching
out all day long to people who are doing TWO THINGS:

1. “disobeying” and
2. “talking back.”
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Erma Bombeck faced that frustration horribly when she says:

(At Wit’s End by Erma Bombeck)

It doesn’t happen in a day, of course. She has to build up
to 1t through a series of self-inflicted tongue wounds. She
observes, for example, “I could be St. Joan of Arc with the
flames licking around my ankles, and Harlow would roast
marshmallows.” Or, “If I were on the Titanic and there was
only one seat left in the lifeboat, Merrill would race me for it.”
Finally, at the peak of her distress, she will sum up her plight
thusly, “I could be lying dead in the street and Evelyn would
eat a peanut butter sandwich over me.”

The image of her own sacrifice and thankless devotion to
motherhood grows and grows until finally she 1s personified i1
every little old lady who scrubs floors at night to send a son
through law school to every snaggle-toothed hag who sells
violets in the snow.

p. 110

And then she says this. How many times have we heard
teenagers say:

(If Lafe Is a Bowl of Cherries—What Am I Doing In the Pits?
by Erma Bombeck)

“You don’t love me!”
How many times have your kids laid that one on you?
And how many times have you, as a parent, resisted the
urge to tell them how much?
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Someday, when my children are old enough to understand
the logic that motivates a mother, I'll tell them.

I loved you enough to bug you about where you were
going, with whom, and what time you would get home.

I loved you enough to insist you buy a bike with your own
money that we could afford and you couldn’t.

I loved you enough to be silent and let you discover your
hand-picked friend was a creep.

I loved you enough to make you return a Milky Way with
a bite out of it to a drugstore and confess, “I stole this.”

I loved you enough to stand over you for two hours while
you cleaned your bedroom, a job that would have taken me
fifteen minutes.

I loved you enough to say, “Yes, you can go to Disney
World on Mother’s Day.”

I loved you enough to let you see anger, disappointment,
disgust and tears in my eyes.

I loved you enough not to make excuses for your lack of
respect or your bad manners.

I loved you enough to admit that I was wrong and ask
your forgiveness.

I loved you enough to ignore “what every other mother”
did or said.

I loved you enough to let you stumble, fall, hurt and fail.

I loved you enough to let you assume the responsibility for
your own actions, at six, ten, or sixteen.

I loved you enough to figure you would lie about the party
being chaperoned, but forgave you for it...after discovering I
was right.

I loved you enough to shove you off my lap, let go of your
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hand, be mute to your pleas...so that you had to stand alone.
I loved you enough to accept you for what you are, not
what I wanted you to be.
But most of all, I loved you enough to say no when you
hated me for it. That was the hardest part of all.
pp. 245-47

God 1s sovereign and He loves us and He’s reaching out to us.
Isaiah 30:15 says it right:

Isaiah 30:15

This 1s what the Sovereign Lord says, the Holy One of Israel:
“In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and
trust 1s your strength, but you would have none of it.

Steve Farrar says:

(Better Homes and Jungles. Renamed Family Survival in the
American Jungle by Steve Farrar)

Years ago the story was told of a group of university
students from Toronto who went up to Georgian Bay there
was a horrible storm that came up and the captain was sitting
at the helm and he was very, very serious. The students made
fun of him. One of the students said, “We aren’t afraid. Why
should you be afraid?” The captain looked at them and said,
“You are too ignorant to be afraid.”

p. 18 (paraphrased)
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There are an awful lot of people who, 1in their ignorance, have
rejected Jesus Christ. And we’ve spoken of a message that’s
free and universal. And we know there’s a picture of Him with
His hands stretched out to those who are “disobeying and
talking back.”

Revelation 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If any man hear my
voice and open the door, I will come in to him and have
fellowship with him, and he with me.

There are eight lessons that come out of this study.

Lesson #1: There are no distinctions, for the same Lord 1s Lord
of all.

Lesson #2: Some of His riches are grace, mercy, love and a
future inheritance.

Lesson #3: The greatest riches are found in the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself.

Lesson #4: Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will
be saved.

Lesson #5: The process 1s to be sent, to preach, to hear, to
faith, and to calling upon the Lord.
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Lesson #6: Not everyone 1s going to be saved or believe.

Lesson #7: God holds the sinner responsible for the knowledge
gained from creation.

And we could say also from his conscience.

Lesson #8: The Lord is continually stretching out His hands to
a people who are disobeying and talking back.

It was Ray Stedman who said:

“I think the most amazing thing [for us] to realize is that in
order to perish, to go to hell, you must resist the pleas of a
loving God.”

(source unknown)

In the book After the Storm about Desert Storm and the
results, we have this little piece:

(After the Storm by Col. E. H. Jim Ammerman, (Ret.) & Rev.
Charlene Ammerman with Andrew Collins)

During the Korean War, one of the most popular country
tunes was a now familiar Gospel song “I Saw the Light.” Hank
Williams, a favorite of many of the G.I.’s, wrote and performed
1t, and many of the men used to sing the lyrics again and
again. Yet, in a touch of irony, Hank Williams seemingly
never understood the words he [personally] penned. Just
weeks before his death he told another entertainer, “That’s
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the problem—there just ain’t no light!”
p. 89

We would rather say:

2 Corinthians 4:4

In whom the god of this world has blinded the minds of them
that believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ,
who 1s the image of God should shine onto them.

That’s the real plight.

Bill MacCartney tells the difference—former coach of the
Colorado Buffaloes—and how he came to know Christ:

(From Ashes to Glory by Bill MacCartney with Dave Diles)

Life could not have been sweeter! I had a beautiful and
loving wife, three delightful little children, and on top of that,
I thought I was a really good Christian! After all, I went to
mass every day, I said my prayers, and I tried to live by the
Golden Rule.

What I really had was a tiny taste of success and a tiny
taste of religion—but not much Christianity. Sure, I was a
good person. I treated others with respect. But someone once
described the contrast between a good life and a godly life as
the difference between the top of the ocean and the bottom. On
top, sometimes it’s like glass—serene and calm—and other
times it’s raging and stormy. But hundreds of fathoms below,
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1t 1s beautiful and consistent, always calm, always peaceful.
Down deep in my heart, I did not have the peace that comes
only from knowing Jesus Christ as a personal savior. Back
then in 1970, when I was twenty-nine years old and a head
football coach for the first time in my life, I was a church-goer
and a professing Christian. But it wasn’t until four years
later, when I was a rookie assistant coach at the University of
Michigan that I discovered a real relationship with Jesus
Christ. And when I accepted Christ as Savior and Lord of my
life, I began an adventure that has transformed my life.

p. 75

And maybe that’s our dilemma and our case. Have enough
courage to swallow our pride, and submit to His sovereign
authority.

Father, we love You and thank You for the wonderful privilege
of looking into Your Word. May Your Holy Spirit burn in our
hearts this vision so we’ll never blame You again. But as You
continually reach out to those who are disobedient and talking
back, we would not be those who are sent to an early shower
because we’re always arguing with Your providence and what
You're allowing to go on in our lives. But we would be faithful
to trust, knowing that when it’s all over, we’re going to fully
understand Your perfect plan and purpose for our lives. Gives
us the ability in humble submission to say, be it unto me
according to Thy will. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of ROMANS

The Gift of God’s Grace

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness™

Study Number Twenty-Four - Romans 10:12-21

v. 12 For there i1s no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the
same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who are calling
upon Him;

v. 13 for, “Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be
saved.”

v. 14 How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have not
believed? And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not
heard? And how shall they hear without one who is preaching?

v. 15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? Just as it
has been written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who are
bringing glad tidings of good things!”

v. 16 However, they did not all heed the glad tidings; for Isaiah is
saying, “Lord, who believed our report?”

v. 17 So faith is coming from hearing, and hearing by the word
concerning Christ.

v. 18 But I am saying, did they not hear? Indeed they have; “Their
voice went out into all the earth, and their words to the ends of the
inhabited earth.”

v. 19 But I am saying, surely Israel did not know, did they? At the
first Moses is saying, “I will make you jealous by that which is not
a nation, by a nation without understanding will I provoke you to
anger.”

v. 20 And Isaiah is very bold and is saying, “I was found by those
who are not seeking me, I became visible to those who are not
asking for me.”

v. 21 But as for Israel He is saying, “All the day long I stretched
out my hands to a people disobeying and talking back.”
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QUESTIONS

Copyright © 2024 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,

paraphrased and summarized material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.

Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately
attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been compiled by Ronnie Marroquin.

1. Read Romans 10:12-21 and in your own words pull out the

main thought of this passage.

4. Outline the four “HOW” questions in verses 14 & 15.
5. What 1s the problem stated in verse 16?

2. How 1s the Lord characterized in verse 12?
3. What 1s the promise of verse 13?
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6. Outline the process, according to verse 17.

Copyright © 2024 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,

paraphrased and summarized material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.

Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately
attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been compiled by Ronnie Marroquin.

7. What does Isaiah have to say, according to verse 207

8. Describe Israel’s two-fold response to the invitation from
the Lord, according to verse 21.

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: There are no distinctions, for the same Lord 1s
Lord of all.

LESSON #2: Some of His riches are grace, mercy, love, and a
future inheritance.

LESSON #3: The greatest riches are found in the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself.

LESSON #4: Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will
be saved.

LESSON #5: The process 1s to be sent, to preach, to hear, to
faith, and to calling upon the Lord.

LESSON #6: Not everyone 1s going to believe.

LESSON #7: God holds the sinner responsible for the
knowledge gained from creation.

LESSON #8: The Lord is continually stretching out His hands
to a people who are disobeying and talking back.
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