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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

 

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

Study Number Twenty-Five – Romans 11:1-10 

 

 

There are two things that God gives us to teach us about our 

relationship to Him: 

 

1. MARRIAGE and 

 

2. PARENTING. 

 

Even though we wouldn’t like to acknowledge it, God uses 

both of those wonderful things to picture the kind of 

relationship He wants us to have with one another. 

 

Erma Bombeck can make us laugh when we think in terms of 

marriage and parenting. Here’s a little peace from If Life Is a 

Bowl of Cherries: 

 

(If Life Is a Bowl of Cherries—What Am I Doing In the Pits? 

by Erma Bombeck) 

 

 Laura and Stewart, the couple who were the greatest 

sports on their honeymoon. Right after the wedding, Laura 
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discovered Stewart was out on bail for armed robbery, was 

coming down with three-day measles, was already married, 

had a son who set fires, and had taken out $75,000 worth of 

life insurance on her at the reception, but what the heck, as 

Laura explained, “Honeymoons are always a time of 

adjustment.” 

pp. 17-18 

 

This next one is great. They’ve been married a little bit longer 

here: 

 

(I Lost Everything in the Post-Natal Depression by Erma 

Bombeck) 

 

 My husband and I have produced three children, survived 

three wars, comforted one another at funerals, and dedicated 

ourselves to one another through sickness and in health. The 

other day, I backed out of the driveway, turned too sharply, 

and hit the side of his car. He was a perfect stranger. 

 “Where are you going?” I asked as he left his dented 

fender and bolted toward the house. 

 “Don’t move your car,” he said. “I’m going to call the 

police.” 

 “The police!” I shouted. “For crying out loud, I’m your 

wife.” 

 “This is no time for nepotism,” he said stiffly. 

 I should have known better than to compete with a man 

and his car. For years, psychologists have been telling us that 

a man’s relationship with his automobile supersedes even 

sex.… 
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 As the policeman surveyed our situation, he turned to my 

husband and said, “Sir, you are illegally parked. Your car 

should be at least fifteen feet from the edge of the driveway. 

Are there any witnesses to this accident?” 

 “Just my wife,” said my husband smiling at me. 

 “I never saw this bum before in my life,” I said. 

pp. 35-37 

 

That’s marriage and all of its adjustments. 

 

In the book Disciplines of a Godly Man by Kent Hughes he 

describes what marriage really ought to be all about. He 

comes the closest to describing the way God feels about us. 

 

(Disciplines of a Godly Man by R. Kent Hughes) 

 

 It was and is so in the life of Robertson McQuilkin, the 

beloved former president of Columbia Bible College, and his 

wife, Muriel, who suffers from the advanced ravages of 

Alzheimer’s disease. In March 1990 Dr. McQuilkin announced 

his resignation … with these words: 

 

My dear wife, Muriel, has been in failing mental health 

for about eight years. So far I have been able to carry both her 

ever-growing needs and my leadership responsibilities at 

[Columbia Bible College]. But recently it has become apparent 

that Muriel is contented most of the time she is with me and 

almost none of the time I am away from her. It is not just 

“discontent.” She is filled with fear—even terror—that she has 

lost me and always goes in search of me when I leave home. 
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Then she may be full of anger when she cannot get to me. So it 

is clear to me that she needs me now, full-time. 

 Perhaps it would help you to understand if I shared with 

you what I shared at the time of the announcement of my 

resignation in chapel. The decision was made, in a way, 42 

years ago when I promised to care for Muriel “in sickness and 

in health…till death do us part.”  

So, as I told the students and faculty, as a man of my word, 

integrity has something to do with it. But so does fairness. 

She has cared for me fully and sacrificially all these years; if I 

cared for her for the next 40 years I would not be out of debt. 

Duty, however, can be grim and stoic. But there is more; I love 

Muriel. She is a delight to me—her childlike dependence and 

confidence in me, her warm love, occasional flashes of that wit 

I used to relish so, her happy spirit and tough resilience in the 

face of her continual distressing frustration. I do not have to 

care for her, I get to! It is a high honor to care for so wonderful 

a person. 

pp. 35-36 

 

And then Hughes says this in commentary: 

 

(Disciplines of a Godly Man by R. Kent Hughes) 

 

 The realization of what this call [to marriage] means may 

at first be frightening, but it is also beautiful, because a man 

who embraces such a love will experience the grace of death to 

self. Marriage is a call to die, and a man who does not die for 

his wife does not come close to the love to which he is called. 

Christian marriage vows are the inception of a lifelong 
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practice of death, of giving over not only all you have, but all 

you are. 

p. 37 

 

There’s a great story that has been handed down from the life 

of Winston Churchill. It’s about the experience that Winston 

Churchill and his beloved wife Clemmie had when they were 

at a state dinner. And while they were there everybody at the 

head table was asked the following question:  

 

“If I could not be who I am, I would most like to be?” 

 

Everybody had an answer to that and it came Churchill’s turn 

to give his answer. He stood to his feet, took the hand of his 

dear wife and he repeated the question: 

 

“If I could not be who you are, who would you like to be?” 

 

And Churchill turned to the crowd and said: 

 

“Lady Churchill’s second husband.” 

(source unknown) 

 

That old boy scored some points that night, just in case we 

didn’t get it. 

 

There was an article in the Ohio newspaper in the ad section 

that said: 

 

(Paul Harvey’s For What It’s Worth, edited by Paul Harvey, 
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Jr.) 

 

 Husband says either he or puppies must go. Puppies are 

playful and cute. Husband is grouchy and unsympathetic. [It’s 

your choice. They’re both free.] 

p. 62 

 

Theodore Bovet in his Handbook on Marriage puts it this way: 

 

(The Priority of Knowing God by Peter V. Deison) 

 

“I have bound myself for life; I have made my choice: from now 

on my aim will not be to choose a woman who will please me, 

but to please the woman I have chosen.” 

p. 23 

 

When we see those little glimpses of commitment, there’s a 

feeling in our spirit that tells us that’s right, that our society 

is haywire.  

 

Those kinds of commitments reflect beautifully the 

commitment that God has made to us and to the nation Israel. 

It’s an UNCONDITIONAL COMMITMENT. He’s made 

promises. He’s made covenants. He’s made commitments.  

 

He too will be faithful. We will not be disappointed. God will 

indeed fulfill all of His promises.  

 

1 Thessalonians 5:24  
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Faithful is the one who is calling you, who also will do it. 

 

Numbers 23:19  

 

God is not a man that He should lie, or the son of man that He 

should repent. Hath He said and shall He not do it? Or hath 

He spoken and shall He not make it good. 

 

Yes, He will. 

 

When we come to Romans chapter 11 the position that we’re 

sharing is not a majority position theologically.  

 

There are TWO COURSES of theological school. 

 

1. There is the COVENANT theologian and 

 

2. There’s the DISPENSATIONAL theologian. 

 

The covenant theologian sees all of these promises fulfilled in 

the church. 

 

The dispensational theologian sees a future for Israel. And 

that God doesn’t mix the two together. 

 

It has nothing to do with salvation in that regard, other than 

indirectly. It does because if God made unconditional promises 

to Israel and they’re not fulfilled faithfully then what says He 

can’t take the unconditional promises that were made to us in 

salvation and not fulfill those faithfully? God’s character and 
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reputation is at stake in the way we feel about these matters. 

 

As we look at these passages, we’re not going to try to 

manipulate the text. We’re only going to speak to the issue. 

 

Now in Romans chapter 9, God chose Israel. He had the 

sovereign right to do that.  

 

In Romans chapter 10 He set Israel aside because they 

rejected the Messiah. And they’re set aside from blessing, not 

relationship. They’re set aside for a time of discipline, but not 

from the promises of the covenant. God made those to them 

and they are unconditional. 

 

Now in chapter 11, we need to remember two words. These 

two words will come out in these last lectures several times. 

 

1. First of all, the word REMNANT and 

 

2. secondly, the word RESTORATION. 

 

God is in the restoring business. And that ought to bring great 

joy to our hearts.  

 

Now pick up at verse 1 in chapter 11. We’re just going to look 

at these first ten verses together in this study. 

 

v. 1 I am saying then, God did not push his people 

aside, did He? May it never be! For as for myself, I 
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also am an Israelite, the offspring of Abraham, of 

the tribe of Benjamin. 

 

“I am saying then, God did not push his people aside, did He? 

May it never be! For as for myself, I also am an Israelite, the 

offspring of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.” 

 

Right away he raises the question:  

 

Has God pushed His people aside in the present day? 

 

And then he comes across with a real strong negative answer. 

It’s almost like perish the thought! Don’t even think about it! 

And then he tells us really why. He’s a Jew! And he says: “I’m 

one! I mean if God put aside His program for all of Israel, you 

know, what about me? I’m a Jew!”  

 

And he says: 

 

“as for myself, I am an Israelite, the offspring of Abraham, the 

tribe of Benjamin.” 

 

When we read about him in Philippians 3:5 he says he was 

also circumcised the eighth day, he came from full-blooded 

Hebrew parents, and he also goes on to tell us that he was a 

Pharisee and that he was an advocate for persecuting the 

church. So, all these things are true of him. But he’s telling us 

that God sovereignly hunted him down on the Damascus Road 

and took him, kicking and screaming, into the kingdom to 

accomplish His purpose. And the guy just turned around 
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completely and became a propagator of this great good news of 

the gospel. 

 

Now does God have a future for the land of Israel? Is God 

going to fulfill those promises? Yes, He is. 

 

What they’re doing in unbelief does not have to be excused but 

we do have the responsibility as believers to recognize that’s a 

part of God’s plan. 

 

Listen to what John Walvoord says in his book: 

 

(Armageddon, Oil and the Middle East Crisis by John F. 

Walvoord) 

 

During the early war that threatened to exterminate Israel in 

1956 and again in 1967, Radio Jerusalem broadcast the words 

of the Lord through the prophet Amos: “‘I will bring back my 

exiled people Israel; they will rebuild the ruined cities and live 

in them. They will plant vineyards and drink their wine; they 

will make gardens and eat their fruit. I will plant Israel in 

their own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I 

have given them,’ says the LORD your God” (Amos 9:14-15). 

p. 32 

 

Yes! There is a future for Israel.  

 

Now he repeats it again in verse 2. 
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v. 2 God did not push his people aside whom He 

foreknew. Or, are you not knowing in the case of 

Elijah what the scripture is saying, how he is 

pleading with God against Israel?  

 

“God did not push his people aside whom He foreknew.” 

 

Now don’t get hung up on the word “foreknew,” just say 

“whom He had a meaningful relationship with.” That’s 

adequate. Just because He knew ahead of time what they 

were going to decide and their response to Him, they were 

people that He already knew about. 

 

“Or, are you not knowing in the case of Elijah what the 

scripture is saying, how he is pleading with God against 

Israel?” 

 

Now what he’s doing in these next three verses is he’s going to 

use Elijah as an illustration to show us that God always has a 

remnant. He always has faithful folks that follow Him and to 

whom He can be faithful to the promises. 

 

Remember the story of Elijah in the Old Testament? Elijah 

was a prophet during the time that the kingdom had been 

divided. Under Rehoboam Solomon’s son, the kingdom was 

divided. We have Israel in the north, we have Judah in the 

south. Now the kings in the north started—they started 

having kings in the north just going out of style. And 

everybody did that which was wrong in the eyes of the Lord. It 

was just unanimous! 
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And long about the sixth or seventh king we have a guy by the 

name of Ahab who is worse than everybody else. And he 

entered into a political marriage with Jezebel. And when 

Jezebel came in, she brought her own religion with her. She 

brought it in in a mean way. She brought 450 prophets of Baal 

with her. And under government subsidy they always ate at 

the king’s table. They had all the fringe benefits of their food 

supplied by Israel. 

 

Baal worship became a vital part of the worship of the land. 

Now God had warned them in the book of Deuteronomy 

through Moses’ swan song that if they did that, there were 

going to be economic repercussions. Elijah’s the prophet. He 

comes across the river and he storms into the palace and he 

says, “Ahab, I’ve got to tell you something. Because of your 

idolatry, because of your Baal worship, there’s not going to be 

any rain for the next three and a half years.” In other words, 

down goes the economy. And he leaves the palace. 

 

The Lord says, “Go down to the Brook Cherith. You can drink 

out of the brook and I’m going to send the ravens there 

morning and evening to bring you your food”. So he stays 

there eighteen months and the brook drives up. Of course, the 

brook dries up in answer to his prayers so what is he going to 

do when God’s answering his prayers and they don’t have any 

water? He waited and then God said, “You go straight across 

to Zarephath and there’s a widow lady over there. She’s going 

to take care of you.” 
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When he gets over there, she is preparing the last little cake 

for her son. They’re going to die. The eighteen months were 

horrible on the people. But the next eighteen months God 

takes care of them miraculously, and the lady and her son, 

there in Zarephath. 

 

Then God says, “Okay, it’s time to confront Ahab.” He leaves 

and he confronts Ahab with it. Remember the story there? The 

Super Bowl where they have them up on Mt. Carmel and they 

have the 450 prophets of Baal down here. And they build their 

altar and Elijah builds his altar over here. And their 

agreement is that the god that answers by fire is going to be 

god. And he tells the 450 prophets of Baal, “You guys go first. 

There’s a whole bunch of you.”  

 

So they go first and for six hours—from 9 until 3—they’re 

whooping it up. And Elijah is no nice prophet. He just doesn’t 

sit down, fold his hands and pray. He’s really sticking it to 

them.  

 

He says, “You guys better whoop it up a little bit because I 

think Baal’s on vacation. Or maybe Baal’s out to the bathroom 

or something. You guys are just not getting through.” He just 

really poured it on them. He stirred them up. They ran around 

the altar, they started cutting themselves, the blood gushed 

out. They were doing everything! Just fanatical! And nothing 

happened. 

 

Elijah is such a cool dude. He just comes over to his altar, he 

looks at the sacrifice there and he inspects it—walks around. 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



14 

 

He says, “Hey guys, we need to put a little water on this.” 

They dumped twelve barrels of water on this thing. It’s just 

doused! The water’s running all around that thing. 

 

“God, we could use a little fire!” Boom! Man, it just burns the 

whole thing up and it licks up the water in the trench and 

what does everybody do that sees it? “Jehovah He’s God! 

We’ve made a choice!”  

 

And what does Elijah do? Elijah says, “Before Jehovah 

becomes God, you slay those 450 prophets of Baal. You’ve got 

to clean up your act.” And of course, all those priests of Baal 

died right there on the mountain.  

 

And then Elijah said, “Now, God’s going to give rain.” And he 

walks up the mountain. Remember that beautiful picture, he 

starts to pray. And he sends his servant, “Go up and see if 

there’s any clouds coming.” The servant comes back and says, 

“Nope.” And he goes through that six times. Remember the 

same song, sixth verse—no rain, no clouds.  

 

Now on the seventh time he goes up there, he comes down and 

he’s so excited he’s tripping over his own feet and he says, 

“There’s a cloud the size of man’s hand!” Elijah says, “You go 

tell Ahab he better head to the house because there’s a big 

shower coming!” 

 

Remember the story? Ahab starts driving his chariot to 

Jezreel and Elijah is so excited about it he starts running a 

marathon right in front of the chariot singing, “I’ve seen fire 
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and I’ve seen rain.” And while he’s running along there, he 

goes all the way to Jezreel. But as soon as he gets to Jezreel 

he gets a phone call from Jezebel. And she says, “If I don’t 

make your life like the life of one of my priests, may the gods 

do to me tomorrow what I’ve failed to do to you.” 

 

He gets so scared. This is the first time in his whole life that 

he reacts rather than responds to seeking the Lord’s face. And 

he leaves and he goes 40 miles south to Beersheba. He leaves 

his servant there. He goes out into the wilderness. He’s 

exhausted. He’s depressed. He’s discouraged. He’s in the pits! 

And he throws himself under a juniper tree and he says, “God 

I’m turning in my prophet’s badge. Let me die! I’m done!” 

 

And there in that horrible experience God says, “How about 

having a little bit to eat? How about taking a little rest.” Then 

he gets up and he goes all the way to Horeb. And when he gets 

down to the mountain, God speaks to him. This is so fabulous. 

 

The Lord said, “What are you doing here Elijah? You ought to 

be leading a revival back in the land and you’re way down 

here.” 

 

Remember what he said? He says, “Oh Lord, I’ve been very 

zealous for You. The Israelites have rejected Your covenant. 

They broke down Your altars. They put Your prophets to 

death with the sword. I only am left and now they’re trying to 

kill me too. God if I hadn’t got out of there You’d been off the 

map. It would have been all over. It’s just that serious God. I 

need to tell You, I’ve got to give You this information because I 
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know You can’t see it. It’s almost finished.” 

 

And then God reveals Himself to him and He comes back with 

a question again. He comes back with the question again. He 

asks, “Elijah, why are you here?” And he says the very same 

thing again. He says, “I’m zealous. They broke down Your 

altars and all of that.” And the Lord says, “Okay. I’m going to 

tell you something. You can go on a couple more assignments 

and then you can pick your substitute. You can get Elisha. 

He’s going to take your place. But oh, one more thing, your 

computer’s broken. I just want to let you know. You’re down 

because there are 7,000 that haven’t bowed their knees to 

Baal. You have your statistics all wrong here.” 

 

See verse 3?  

 

v. 3 “Lord, they killed your prophets, they tore down 

your altars, and I alone am left, and they are 

seeking my life.”  

 

“‘Lord, they killed your prophets, they tore down your altars, 

and I alone am left, and they are seeking my life.’” 

 

It’s a fact of life that when we get discouraged and we get 

depressed, Satan uses that to make things bigger and worse 

than they ever could have been, or ever really are. But we just 

think they’re horrible. 

 

Eugene Peterson in his book The Contemplative Pastor says: 
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(The Contemplative Pastor: Returning to the Art of Spiritual 

Direction by Eugene H. Peterson) 

 

It is far more biblical to learn quietness and attentiveness 

before God than to be overtaken by what John Oman named 

the twin perils of ministry, “flurry and worry.” For flurry 

dissipates energy, and worry constipates it. 

p. 34 

 

Psalm 46:10 says it well: 

 

Psalm 46:10 

 

Be still and know that I am God. 

 

(A Quest for Godliness: The Puritan Vision of the Christian 

Life by J. I. Packer) 

 

 Life is easier than you think— 

 All you have to do is: 

 Accept the impossible, 

 Do without the indispensable, 

 Bear the intolerable 

 and 

 Be able to smile at anything. 

     —Source Unknown 

p. 55 

 

(A Quest for Godliness: The Puritan Vision of the Christian 

Life by J. I. Packer) 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



18 

 

 

 WHEN YOU’RE DOWN AND OUT 

 LIFT UP YOUR HEAD AND SHOUT… 

 “I’M DOWN AND OUT!” 

p. 57 

 

That’ll do it. 

 

(A Quest for Godliness: The Puritan Vision of the Christian 

Life by J. I. Packer) 

 

 Eat a live toad the first thing in 

 the morning, and nothing worse can 

 happen to you the rest of the day! 

      —Source Unknown 

p. 145 

 

v. 4 But what is the divine statement saying to him? “I 

kept for myself seven thousand men who did not 

bow the knee to Baal.”  

 

“But what is the divine statement saying to him?” 

 

What’s God say? 

 

“‘I kept for myself seven thousand men who did not bow the 

knee to Baal.’” 

 

Here is a servant. He’s dead in the water. He’s depressed. He’s 

discouraged. He’s defeated. He has the wrong focus! He thinks 
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he’s indispensable. Thinks he’s the only one left. God says, 

“Hey, man, there’s a remnant. There’s 7,000 out there. That 

doesn’t count the women and the children that are faithful to 

me. Come on! Get the right look!” 

 

Notice the little phrase at the beginning of verse 5? 

 

v. 5 In the same way then, there has also come to be at 

the present time a remnant according to God’s 

gracious choice.  

 

“In the same way then,” 

 

We always want to notice that when Paul uses an Old 

Testament illustration, he’ll take the story and then he’ll take 

the main thought out of it, bring it over and apply it to us. 

And the significance of this is, just like God had 7,000 who 

had not bowed their knee to Baal in Elijah’s time, there’s a 

remnant in Israel too.  

 

“In the same way then, there has also come to be at the 

present time a remnant according to God’s gracious choice.” 

 

God has a remnant of Israel and He’s faithful to that remnant. 

 

Now it’s always been true that the majority is always on the 

side of the devil and the majority is always living in the world. 

It’s a narrow way and it’s a narrow path. And statistics are 

just not on God’s side because people are just too proud and 

too arrogant and they want to do their own thing. And because 
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of that, there is always just a remnant. Just the faithful few—

but adequate. 

 

Now this sixth verse is the most important verse. So if we 

have it in neutral right now, just slip it back into gear for a 

minute and really pay attention because this is one of the 

most important verses in the whole of the New Testament. 

 

v. 6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of 

works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.  

 

“But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, 

otherwise grace is no longer grace.” 

 

Now we’re being deluged with books on grace. And that’s 

wonderful because the church has been in bondage to legalism 

for the 2,000 plus years of its existence. We talk all the time 

about a great game of grace, but we play the game by the Law. 

And it goes something like this.  

 

Swindoll wrote Grace Awakening. Then Bridges came along 

with Transforming Grace, which is the best book on grace, as 

far as a contemporary book. The deal goes like this: 

 

Most of us wouldn’t have any problem with grace for salvation 

would we? By the fact that we finally—owned up to the fact 

that we didn’t know Christ and we were a sinner and we 

needed a righteousness that would make us acceptable under 

God’s sight. So we receive Christ by faith and that’s a grace 

gift. That’s a gracious act of God that we are declared 
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righteous so we’re acceptable in His sight no matter what 

happens. That’s wonderful. 

 

“But”—and we can go with the other side. Let’s go to 

glorification. That’s salvation here. We can go over here to 

glorification and we know that whatever we’re going to get in 

the future is going to be by God’s grace. 

 

The home He’s gone to prepare, the fact that we’re going to 

soon be made like Him for we’re going to see Him as He is, 

and we can’t comprehend the mansion that He’s gone to 

prepare. All those things are true. And that’s all grace when 

we die. It’s all glorification. It’s grace. 

 

But what’s the problem? It’s this deal in the middle. It’s from 

the minute we become a Christian to the minute we die. It’s 

almost like, “Boy, grace is too good to be true! I better help 

God in this deal. So I have to get a little bit of works in here 

and a little bit of grace.” And we think that’s okay.  

 

“You know God, if I’m ever going to get spiritual, man I have 

to do this and this and this and this.” And we have a list of 

things that we write down.  

 

If we want to fix our marriage up really good, put a list of 

requirements for our wife on the refrigerator. And see what it 

does to the relationship. That’s exactly what it does to the 

relationship with the Lord.  

 

Sanctification—being made holy. Growing in Christ has 
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nothing to do with human works but it’s all an act of God’s 

grace!  

 

We say, “I can’t trust God’s grace! I’m afraid somebody will 

really be a sinner and take advantage of God’s grace!” 

 

Nah, we don’t have to worry about that. God’s a great 

disciplinarian. When somebody is sinning and sinning against 

grace, God has a way of getting their attention and whipping 

them in line. God disciplines in grace. 

 

Titus 2:12 says: “training us that denying ungodliness and 

worldly desires we should live soberly, righteously and godly 

in this present world.” 

 

The grace of God is able to train us in a way that makes us 

reflect the righteousness of Jesus Christ. Talk to anybody 

that’s been a part of Alcoholics Anonymous, what are they 

going to tell us? The thing that they gained victory over was 

when they saw a Higher Power. When they realized they 

couldn’t do it themselves, they submitted themselves to a 

Higher Power.  

 

Now granted they don’t call that power Jesus Christ or the 

Holy Spirit. They call it God—a Higher Power. But they’re 

saying they need help.  

 

And in the Christian life, when we turn ourselves over to the 

grace of God, WHAT? God’s grace is making us strong in our 

natural weakness.  
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That’s what Paul learned in 2 Corinthians 12: “My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my strength is made perfect in 

weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my 

infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” (ref. 2 

Corinthians 12:9) 

 

Just in the same way that we came to salvation by saying, 

“God I can’t save myself and I want to receive the gift of Your 

Son,” then we come every day and we say, “God I know You 

have adequate grace to reflect the person of Christ in my life 

today and I’m going to trust that grace. I’m just going to lay 

myself open before You.”  

 

And in an ever-deepening walk with God, the closer we get to 

Him the more we’re aware of the things in our life which 

offend Him. And those things start falling off and God gives us 

the grace to get rid of that garbage and that trash. And to deal 

with that addictive behavior and whatever it is, there’s grace 

there and strength and power and adequacy in the person of 

Christ to take care of every need we have.  

 

So what are we saying with this verse? 

 

GRACE and WORKS are like OIL and WATER—they will 

never mix! And don’t pollute the present relationship with 

Christ by a little bit of Law and a little bit of grace. We take 

the whole thing! From the day we receive Christ until the day 

we’re glorified, it’s all of God’s grace so He gets all the glory! 

He’ll share none of it with us. 
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Listen to Samuel Storms: 

 

Grace ceases to be grace if God is compelled to bestow it in the 

presence of human merit…Grace ceases to be grace if God is 

compelled to withdraw it in the presence of human 

demerit…[Grace] is treating a person without the slightest 

reference to desert whatsoever, but solely according to the 

infinite goodness and sovereign purpose of God. 

(source unknown) 

 

All of grace—oh man! 

 

v. 7 What then? That which Israel is constantly seeking, 

this it did not obtain, but those chosen obtained it, 

and the rest were hardened;  

 

“What then? That which Israel is constantly seeking, this it 

did not obtain, but those chosen obtained it, and the rest were 

hardened;” 

 

There is that word again. And that rears its ugly head and 

we’re getting scared. 

 

Now what does it mean, “those chosen” found it? The people 

who came to God by faith were declared righteous and the 

Jews would never do that. They were going to do it on their 

own and try to attain it and “that which [they are] constantly 

seeking,” they didn’t obtain it. We can’t do it by works, only by 

grace! 
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“but those chosen obtained it, and the rest were hardened;” 

 

Now we’ve had this business of hardening already earlier in 

our study. Remember in chapter 9, God hardened Pharaoh’s 

heart? But what happened? On the path to hardening, 

Pharaoh had 9 opportunities to respond before the death of 

the first born.  

 

A man hardens his heart by doing what he wants to do rather 

than what God wants him to do. And then the time comes 

when God says, “Go for it. Self-destruct if you want to.” And 

God just lets them go. And that’s hardening.  

 

This sentence distills everything in all the commentaries and 

the material on hardening. And this helped the most. And this 

puts it in proper focus: 

 

They have not failed because they have been hardened, but 

they have been hardened because they have failed. 

 

Get it?  

 

They have not failed because they have been hardened, they 

have been hardened because they have failed. They didn’t 

appropriate.  

 

The word “hardened” is a medical word and it can be 

translated as “callous.” Know what a callous is? A callous is 

that stuff right there. But that’s an insensitive part of the 
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flesh.  

 

What happens when we get a callous? When we get a callous 

we lose feeling, don’t we? And when we get a callous we 

become insensitive don’t we?  

 

Alright, if a man takes his own way long enough, he will end 

up by becoming insensitive to the appeals of God. How about 

that?  

 

When we start getting honest with truth before God, He has a 

wonderful way of ministering to us.  

 

Hebrews 4:14-16 

 

Seeing we have a great high priest who has passed into the 

heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 

For we have not a high priest who cannot be touched with the 

feelings of our infirmities… 

 

The Lord didn’t deny that our heart was calloused. He only 

said, while He put His arm around us, “I understand because 

I’m touched with the feelings of your weaknesses and your 

infirmities.” 

 

We should be praying, “Oh God, sensitize my heart. Make me 

feel divine truth.” 

 

There are a lot of marriages out there where there are guys 

who have such calloused hearts to the demands of their wives, 
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they are intensely selfish in the pursuit of the things they 

want to do. And a wife sits home longing for some sensitivity. 

 

Now women don’t get so spiritual. Women get their hearts 

rubbed with kids and demands and family and forget there’s a 

man sitting there that has some real needs too. They can form 

calluses on their heart in their marriage relationship.  

 

And we can form calluses on our heart in our relationship 

with the people in the church and in our parenting 

responsibilities. We can become cold. We can become 

calloused. And we can become distant.  

 

As a believer don’t let the callus stay there. Just run into His 

presence and open up before Him. And in honesty we’re going 

to hear Him say, “I understand. I’m touched with the feelings 

of your infirmities.” 

 

Now why is it that God has a spiritual principle? And that 

principle’s basically: “Be doers of the word and not just 

hearers only.” (ref. James 1:22) We’re obedient to what we 

know. That’s a spiritual principle.  

 

Now when we don’t do what He says, the consequences are a 

calloused heart. Is there anything wrong with that? There are 

consequences to not being obedient—calloused heart. The 

same way fire burns. God made fire and it burns.  

 

The law of gravity—God doesn’t cancel the law for us!  
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How about light? “Well, I don’t believe in light!” Well then sit 

in darkness. But God created light. 

 

What about water? “I’m not thirsty!” Talk to the woman at the 

well. She found both living water and physical water. God 

provides those things. 

 

John 3:19 

 

This is the judgment, light comes into the world, and men 

loved darkness rather than light; because their deeds are evil. 

 

We can tell for sure whether or not we have a calloused heart 

by verse 8. Because there are three big symptoms of the 

calloused heart in verse 8. 

 

v. 8 even as it has been written, “God gave them a spirit 

of stupor, eyes for the purpose of not seeing and 

ears for the purpose of not hearing, down to this 

very day.”  

 

“even as it has been written, ‘God gave them” 

 

In Romans 1 “God gave them over…God gave them over…God 

gave them over…” 

 

Now here, “it has been written,”—they have a hard heart, 

calloused heart. 

 

“even as it has been written, ‘God gave them a spirit of stupor, 
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eyes for the purpose of not seeing and ears for the purpose of 

not hearing, down to this very day.’” 

 

Three symptoms: 

 

1. It affects their MENTAL ability. 

 

2. It affects their SEEING ability. 

 

3. It affects their HEARING ability. 

 

They’re walking around, and that word “stupor” is like a 

drunk. They’ve lost orientation. They stumble around.  

 

1 Corinthians 2:14 

 

The natural man receives not the things of the Spirit of God; 

for they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know them. 

 

In the book The Education of Little Tree, we read the story 

about a little Cherokee boy, five years of age, who loses both of 

his parents. And when he loses his parents, he goes to be with 

grandpa and grandma, full-blooded Cherokees, and they raise 

him.  

 

(The Education of Little Tree by Forrest Carter) 

 

 The birds had a trick about wild cherries. Along about 

July, the sun would have been on the cherries just enough. 

 Sometimes, in the lazy sun of summer, after dinnertime, 
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when Granma would be napping, me and Granpa would be 

setting on the back door stoop. Granpa would say. “Let’s go up 

the trail, and see what we can find.” Up the trail we would go, 

and set down in the shade of a cherry tree with our backs to 

the trunk. We would watch the birds. 

 One time we watched a thrush turn flips on a limb and 

wobble out to the end, like he was walking a tightrope, and 

then he walked plumb off the end. A robin got to feeling so 

good, that he wobbled right up to me and Granpa and lit up on 

Granpa’s knee. He fussed at Granpa and told him what he 

thought about the whole thing. He eventually decided he 

would sing, but his voice squeaked and he give it up. He 

staggered off into the brush, with me and Granpa practical 

laughing ourselves sick. Granpa said he laughed so hard it 

hurt his gizzard. Which it did mine too. 

 We saw a red cardinal eat so many cherries that he keeled 

over and passed out on the ground. We put him in the crotch 

of a tree so he wouldn’t get killed by something during the 

night. 

 Early the next morning me and Granpa went back to the 

tree and there he was, still sleeping. Granpa punched him 

awake, and he got up feeling mean. He flew down at Granpa’s 

head a time or two, and Granpa had to slap at him with his 

hat to make him go on. He flew down to the spring branch and 

stuck his head in the water and taken it out . . . and puffed 

and spewed and looked around like he was personally going to 

whip the first thing he saw. 

 Granpa said he believed that ol’ cardinal held me and him 

personally responsible for his condition, though Granpa said 

he ought to know better. Granpa said he had seen him 
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before—he was an old-time cherry eater. 

pp. 104-5 

 

In people’s spiritual orientation, that’s true! They’re stumbling 

around in a stupor just looking for truth! And they have a 

calloused heart. They’ve had it so long and they don’t respond 

and so they look like drunks to the world, going for anything. 

Not only is it affected in their mind, but it says in their eyes 

here they’re not able to see. 

 

Psalm 119:18 

 

Open thou mine eyes that I may see 

wonderful things in your law. 

 

And then it affects their ears and now they can’t hear 

anything down to this very day. 

 

Listen to these verses because they’re just going to make this 

passage jump off the page: 

 

Ephesians 4:18, 19 

 

having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the 

life of God, through the ignorance that is in them, because of 

the blindness of their hearts; who being past feeling, have 

given themselves over to lasciviousness with all greediness. 

 

What does that mean? They’ve given themselves over to a 

sensual lifestyle with all greediness and selfishness. 
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When a person goes through this process and becomes past 

feeling, he gives himself over to a sensual lifestyle which 

means satisfy their every desire while we’re in the here and 

now. And do it with greediness because they have a right to 

have what they want to have. 

 

Verse 9 and 10 go together. 

 

v. 9 And David is saying, “Let their table become a 

snare and a trap, and a stumbling block and a 

repayment to them.  

 

“And David is saying, ‘Let their table become a snare and a 

trap, and a stumbling block and a repayment to them.’” 

 

v. 10 Let their eyes be darkened to see not, and bend 

their backs forever.”  

 

“Let their eyes be darkened to see not, and bend their backs 

forever.’” 

 

Why? They’ve made their choice! 

 

“bend their backs” with the bondage of the Law. They’re going 

to self-destruct anyway. 

 

The difference between their table and the Lord’s table is 

Psalm 23: 
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Psalm 23:5, 6 

 

The Lord prepares a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies. 

He will anoint my head with oil; 

and my cup will overflow. 

And surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 

forever. 

 

They said it in Pilot’s judgment hall: “His blood be upon us 

and upon our children.” (ref. Matthew 27:25) 

 

Now what do we get out of those last verses?  

 

When we hear truth, it’s always important to do something 

about it. If we know something is true then we’d better act 

upon it. If we don’t, we lose the capacity to recognize truth. 

That’s why it’s so important. 

 

Now we have eleven lessons from this passage. 

 

Lesson #1: God has not pushed His people aside permanently. 

 

Lesson #2: Paul is a personal illustration of an Israelite who 

has come to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Lesson #3: God will be faithful in the future to fulfill all the 

promises that He has made to Israel. 
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Lesson #4: Depression and discouragement can lead to 

distortion of the true picture. 

 

Lesson #5: Elijah thought he was the only one left and God 

had 7,000 others who were faithful. 

 

Lesson #6: God has always had a remnant. 

 

Lesson #7: If it is by grace it is no longer on the basis of works. 

Otherwise grace is no longer grace. 

 

Lesson #8: When a man continues to harden his heart toward 

God, God comes to the time when He allows the process to go 

on unabated. 

 

Lesson #9: The mind and the eyes and the ears are affected by 

failing to be obedient to the word. 

 

Lesson #10: There is a deadly false sense of security that 

accompanies self-righteousness. 

 

Lesson #11: Burdens and bondage bend the backs of those who 

refuse to receive the gift of God’s grace. 

 

Now what are we going to do? How are we going to walk out of 

here and how are we going to respond to the truth that we’ve 

learned? That’s the big question. 

 

Paul Harvey has a little quip that was written and given on 
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the air for April the 16th after IRS day on April the 15th. And 

these are all excuses why people don’t respond. 

 

(Paul Harvey’s For What It’s Worth. Edited by Paul Harvey, 

Jr.) 

 

 The Internal Revenue Service office in Jacksonville, 

Florida, has heard from a woman who says she was not in the 

mood to file an income tax return yesterday; she promises to 

file two returns next year. She was advised to get in the mood 

now. 

 One taxpayer sent a letter asking, Please remove my 

name from your mailing list. 

 Nice try. 

 In tax court in New York City, Judge Howard Dawson is 

prepared for any argument… 

 One taxpayer claimed, “As God is my judge I do not owe 

this tax.” 

 Judge Dawson replied, “He isn’t. I am. You do. Next case.” 

p. 58 

 

What’s our response? Are we going to accept the pardon that 

God has given? And are we going to be obedient and be 

sensitized in heart to the work of the Spirit of God? 

 

Dwight L. Moody was the famous evangelist who preached so 

much in the late 1800s. And he was preaching in Canon City, 

Colorado at the penitentiary on Thanksgiving Day and the 

governor knew that and he told Moody that for that 

Thanksgiving service he was going to give him an enclosed 
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pardon for a woman who had served three years of a ten-year 

sentence. 

 

(The Good Shepherd by Haddon W. Robinson) 

 

At the close of his address, Moody produced the pardon, 

saying, “I have a pardon in my hands for one of the prisoners 

before me.” He had intended to say something more, but he 

saw the strain caused by his announcement was so severe that 

he dared not go on. Calling the woman’s name, he asked her to 

come forward to accept the governor’s Thanksgiving gift. 

 The woman hesitated a moment, then got up, uttering a 

shriek, and fell sobbing and laughing across the lap of the 

woman next to her. The excitement was so intense that Moody 

could do nothing more than to make a brief application of the 

scene to illustrate God’s offer of pardon and peace. Afterward 

Moody observed that if anyone showed such interest or 

excitement during his meetings after accepting the pardon 

offered for all sin, he would be labeled as a fanatic. 

p. 28 

 

Such is often the case, is it not, in our failure to respond to 

divine truth? 

 

It was Joe Wall who wrote the book Going for the Gold. And 

we conclude the study with a very, very sobering analysis that 

he makes of what it’s going to be like to stand before the Lord. 

 

(Going for the Gold by Joe L. Wall) 
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 Sam Didhisbest is standing in the presence of King Jesus. 

Jesus has two sets of books as a resource for His judgment. 

Set number one is a collection of books registering everything 

Sam ever did in life, good or bad. The second set has only one 

large book called the Book of Life. 

 First the Lord evaluates everything Sam has ever done—

all the good things and all the bad things. There is one major 

problem, however. Isaiah, the Hebrew prophet, states that all 

of our righteous deeds are as filthy rags…And Paul [said] 

“There is none righteous, no not one” (Romans 3:10). “All have 

sinned and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). 

 “Sam, your life doesn’t meet God’s high, holy standards. 

You stand condemned by God. Hell is your destiny, that is, 

unless your name is written in this other book, the Lamb’s 

Book of Life.” 

 A brief silence is followed by the cold truth. “Sam, the 

record is clear. You’re not in this book. That means you felt 

you didn’t need Me or anything I had to offer when I came as a 

sacrificial lamb to pay the penalty for your sins. You wanted 

to go it on your own. You wanted to earn whatever you get 

from Me. So be it. The Scriptures state that the wages of sin is 

spiritual death.” 

p. 26 

 

Father, we come to You and there are a lot of things that are 

in this passage. We could come discouraged, depressed and 

defeated, looking at truth from a distorted perspective, 

thinking that we’re the only ones left. And Father there are so 

many. There’s an army, there’s a remnant. We thank You for 

that. But we can also come with a cold and calloused heart. As 
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a result, we’ve lost our orientation. We can’t see good and we 

can’t hear very good. And we pray that Your Holy Spirit would 

do a divine surgery in each heart. We pray that each one 

would meditate on the eleven lessons and take action which is 

necessary, including saying, “Oh God, sensitize my heart 

afresh to spiritual truth.” Make me a man, make me a woman, 

who is a crisis individual that is sensitive to the needs of 

others. And be people who are confrontational in the sense of 

declaring the good news that Jesus Christ has come, He died 

and He’s purchased a righteousness that makes us acceptable 

in Your sight. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

 

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

Study Number Twenty-Five – Romans 11:1-10 

 

            NOTES 
v. 1 I am saying then, God did not push his people aside, did He? 

May it never be! For as for myself, I also am an Israelite, the 

offspring of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 

v. 2 God did not push his people aside whom He foreknew. Or, are 

you not knowing in the case of Elijah what the scripture is saying, 

how he is pleading with God against Israel? 

v. 3 “Lord, they killed your prophets, they tore down your altars, 

and I alone am left, and they are seeking my life.” 

v. 4 But what is the divine statement saying to him? “I kept for 

myself seven thousand men who did not bow the knee to Baal.” 

v. 5 In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present 

time a remnant according to God’s gracious choice. 

v. 6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, 

otherwise grace is no longer grace. 

v. 7 What then? That which Israel is constantly seeking, this it did 

not obtain, but those chosen obtained it, and the rest were 

hardened; 

v. 8 even as it has been written, “God gave them a spirit of stupor, 

eyes for the purpose of not seeing and ears for the purpose of not 

hearing, down to this very day.” 

v. 9 And David is saying, “Let their table become a snare and a 

trap, and a stumbling block and a repayment to them. 

v. 10 Let their eyes be darkened to see not, and bend their backs 

forever.” 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Romans 11:1-10 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. How does Paul describe himself, according to verse 1? 

 

 

 

 

3. Has God pushed His people aside, according to verse 1? 

 

 

 

 

4. Describe the difference between Elijah’s and the Lord’s 

perspective, according to verses 3 & 4. 

 

 

 

 

5. Summarize what Paul is saying in verse 6 and state the 

ramifications involved. 
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6. What happened to the rest, according to verse 7? 

 

 

 

 

7. What three things did God give them, according to verse 8? 

 

 

 

 

8. Summarize what David is saying in verses 9, 10. 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: God has not pushed His people aside 

permanently. 

 

LESSON #2: Paul is a personal illustration of an Israelite who 

has come to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

LESSON #3: God will be faithful in the future to fulfill all the 

promises that He has made to Israel. 

 

LESSON #4: Depression and discouragement can lead to 

distortion of the true picture. 

 

LESSON #5: Elijah thought he was the only one left and God 

had seven thousand others who were faithful. 

 

LESSON #6: God has always had a remnant.  

 

LESSON #7: If it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of 

works. Otherwise, grace is no longer grace. 

 

LESSON #8: When a man continues to harden his heart 

toward God, God comes to the time when He allows the 

process to go on unabated. 
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LESSON #9: The mind, the eyes, and the ears are affected by 

failing to be obedient to the Word. 

 

LESSON #10: There is a deadly false sense of security that 

accompanies self-righteousness. 

 

LESSON #11: Burdens and bondage bend the backs of those 

who refuse to receive the gift of God’s grace. 
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