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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

 

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

Study Number Twenty-Six – Romans 11:11-24 

 

 

Chuck Colson has written a book called Why America Doesn’t 

Work. And he’s written it in conjunction with Jack Eckerd 

from Eckerd Drugs. There are a couple of statements that are 

very, very insightful in the book. 

 

Harvard University was given a $26 million grant to introduce 

ethics into their business school program. But they made one 

mistake. They asked Colson to come and speak and he doesn’t 

mince words. He says: 

 

(Why America Doesn’t Work by Chuck Colson and Jack 

Eckerd) 

 

 “You can’t teach ethics here because you don’t believe 

there are moral laws,” he said. “But there are moral laws just 

as certain as there are physical laws. We are simply unwilling 

to admit it because it interferes with our desire to do whatever 

we please, and doing what we please has become the supreme 

virtue of our society. Places like Harvard, indeed Harvard of 

all institutions, propagate these kinds of values.” 
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pp. 60-61 

 

Having said that, then he comes across with this statement 

that really causes us to recognize why Japan can make fun of 

our workforce and it hurts a little because they’re hitting 

pretty close to home. 

 

(Why America Doesn’t Work by Chuck Colson and Jack 

Eckerd) 

 

 But how long can a nation, even one as rich as America, 

continue to support a permanent underclass of 5 to 6 million 

people who are being paid not to work? 

 Oh, yes, and there’s the 6 million government bureaucrats 

who are being paid—handsomely we might add—to keep these 

folks from working. 

 To continue such policies a nation would have to be not 

only rich, but stupid. 

p. 81 

 

The thing that’s really important is the contribution that 

religion is making to this and Colson doesn’t mince any words 

on that either.  

 

(Why America Doesn’t Work by Chuck Colson and Jack 

Eckerd) 

 

 Even more destructive are those conservatives who have 

indulged in a false gospel of materialism packaged in spiritual 

language. This is every bit as bogus as any social utopian 
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program and even more deceitful. It is also a complete 

repudiation of the work ethic. One propagator of this gospel, 

Robert Tilton, proclaims: “Anything can be named, claimed, or 

even demanded, whether it is good weather, a new car or 

financial success, the recovery of lost property.” 

 There is only one word for this: heresy. 

p. 95 

 

Now when we take statements like that, we realize we’re 

really in trouble because we have a lot of people who are just 

doing what they want to do. But the other tension that we face 

on the other extreme is that these same people want 

everything just like everybody else has it.  

 

In other words, it’s what Steve Farrar said in his book: 

 

(Better Homes and Jungles. Renamed Family Survival in the 

American Jungle by Steve Farrar) 

 

The epidemic wiping out families all across America is 

affluenza. It doesn’t come from rats. It comes from the rat 

race. 

p. 63 

 

And people pray this little prayer every night before they go to 

bed: 

 

(Better Homes and Jungles. Renamed Family Survival in the 

American Jungle by Steve Farrar) 
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 Now I lay me down to sleep 

 I pray my Cuisinart to keep 

 I pray my stocks are on the rise 

 And that my analyst is wise 

 That all the wine I sip is white 

 And that my hot tub’s watertight 

 That racquetball won’t get too tough 

 That all my sushi’s fresh enough 

 I pray my cordless phone still works 

 That my career won’t lose it[s] perks 

 My microwave won’t radiate 

 My condo won’t depreciate 

 I pray my health club doesn’t close 

 And that my money market grows 

 If I go broke before I wake 

 I pray my Volvo they won’t take 

p. 63 

 

Well said. 

 

Robert Orben put it this way, speaking of the work ethic: 

 

(Better Homes and Jungles. Renamed Family Survival in the 

American Jungle by Steve Farrar) 

 

Every morning I get up and look through the Forbes list of the 

richest people in America. If I’m not there, I go to work. 

       Robert Orben 

p. 35 
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He’s saying some of the things that Colson is mentioning that 

we really need to be those who learn again how to work. 

 

Now why don’t we? It’s simply because we’re living in a selfish 

generation when we’re more concerned about what we can get 

and what we can acquire and we’ve forgotten that the secret to 

life is in what we can give and how to be a servant.  

John 13 is a great picture where Christ on that last night, 

with His disciples, comes into a bunch of proud hearts and 

dirty feet and redefines greatness by taking the bucket and 

the towel and begins to wash feet one after another. It 

reminds us of this parable: 

 

(To Love Mercy: Becoming a Person of Compassion, 

Acceptance, and Forgiveness by C. Samuel Storms) 

 

A FRENCH FABLE 

 

Once upon a time, a king had a servant who was known 

throughout the realm for his hard work and ministry to 

others. One day the servant took some rare time off, left the 

castle, and wandered into the woods. There he stumbled into a 

shady glen where he discovered a genie, sitting on a rock and 

holding a lamp in his hands. 

 “Good day, most faithful servant,” said the genie. “I have 

heard of you and the work you do for others. I have been 

waiting for this moment. Since you have labored so diligently 

on behalf of others, the time has come for you to enjoy 

yourself. With this magic lamp I can grant you one wish. 

Make your choice carefully, for I can answer only one request.” 
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 Without hesitating the servant responded, “I don’t want 

to serve anymore. From now on I want to be served. I want to 

give the orders, not take them.” 

 When the servant returned to the castle he immediately 

discovered that his wish had been granted. The guard opened 

the door for him. Men and women rushed to fulfill his every 

command. They cooked for him, cleaned for him, worked for 

him. Even his former master, the king, was at his beck and 

call. 

 At first, the man was delighted. But soon he became 

annoyed. After three months of being served, he could stand 

no more. He rushed to the woods and frantically searched for 

the genie. He said, “I’ve found out that I don’t like to be idle 

and have others serve me. I want my old job back. I want once 

again to be the servant of others.” 

 The genie answered, “I’m sorry. Don’t you remember 

when I told you that I had power to grant you only one wish? I 

can’t help you.” 

 “But you don’t understand,” the man cried. “I’ve dis-

covered that serving others is far better than having others 

serve me. Please help me. I’d rather be in hell than not be able 

to serve other people.” 

 “Dear friend,” said the genie, “where do you think you’ve 

been for the last three months?” 

pp. 174-75 

 

We want all of these things and yet we want it without work. 

That’s the same way we are with God. We want God on our 

terms. We want God to fit into our mold. We want God to bless 

us and honor us when we go through streaks of pleasing Him. 
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We expect Him to scratch our back when He scratches ours 

and vice versa. We expect these things to just automatically 

happen.  

 

We’ve learned some very, very important lessons in Romans 9, 

10 and 11. We have learned that God is sovereign and there 

are no appeals. When God chooses and desires to do 

something, He does it and He doesn’t have to consult with 

anyone because He’s sovereign. 

 

Now we’re talking primarily about God’s relationship to Israel 

in Romans 9, 10 and 11.  

 

The focus on Israel in Romans 9 is on the PAST.  

 

In Romans 10 it’s on the PRESENT.  

 

In Romans 11 it’s on the FUTURE. 

 

In the PAST, God had the sovereign right to choose Isaac and 

reject Ishmael. God had the sovereign right before the two 

babies were even born to choose Jacob and reject Esau. God 

had the sovereign right to let Pharaoh harden his own heart 

and let the process go on until he self-destructed. That’s 

because God is sovereign. And God has certain inviolable 

principles of living that brings life and fulfillment and joy.  

 

When we got to chapter 10 God also had the sovereign right to 

tell Israel they were no longer going to be under the blessings 

of the Abrahamic covenant because they rejected the Messiah. 
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They rejected the kingdom and they rejected the Messiah and 

the Messiah was crucified. All of those things led to 

disciplinary action on the part of a sovereign God. And He had 

a right to put Israel over here and set them aside for a period 

of time.  

 

Now the big question that comes to all of us is: Was that 

setting aside of Israel permanent? There are a lot of people 

who believe that it was and that there is no future for Israel. 

This is not an issue that has to do with salvation primarily. 

This is something we’ll get straightened out ultimately when 

we get to glory.  

 

As we walk through these verses, ask the Lord to teach us 

from these verses as to whether or not we think God is in the 

restoration business. Or if we think somebody can fail far 

enough that they’ll never recover.  

 

Those are the kinds of questions we have to ask ourselves, 

because that’s going to determine how we feel about what 

Israel did in rejecting the kingdom and in rejecting the 

Messiah. How do we feel about those things?  

 

Now as we look at the verses, we want to introduce a 

sovereign God that never gives up. To a sovereign God who 

believes in REMNANTS and RECOVERY, because those are 

the two big words that are in Romans chapter 11. 

We’re picking up now with Romans 11:11. 
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v. 11 I am saying then, they did not stumble so as to fall, 

did they? May it never be! But by their 

transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to 

make them jealous. 

 

“I am saying then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? 

May it never be! But by their transgression salvation has 

come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous.” 

 

Now we started Romans 11 with a question: 

 

Romans 11:1 

 

God did not push His people aside, did He?... 

 

And remember what Paul’s answer was? It was the same 

answer: Perish the thought! “May it never be!”—to think that 

God pushed His people aside. 

 

Why? Paul was a great illustration. He says: “I’m a Jew and 

I’ve been blessed! I’ve been saved so God didn’t push me aside 

and I’m under the blessing of that.” 

 

Now when we get down to verse 11, he does the same thing. 

He asks the question and he responds in the same way: 

 

“May it never be!” 

 

“Don’t even entertain the thought.” 
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Now that little statement—“Don’t ever entertain the thought” 

or “May it never be!”—occurs TEN TIMES in the book of 

Romans in Paul’s answer to many of these questions that he 

asks. 

 

Now what about the word “fall”? What does it mean when 

Paul says: “they didn’t fall, did they?” And the word would be 

“beyond recovery.”  

 

In other words, when the Jews fell, did they fall so far that 

they’ll never be recovered in God’s purpose? Some people 

believe that. And some people believe that because they fell, 

the church gets all the promises that belong to Israel. And 

they see the church today as getting everything of the 

blessings that belong to Israel and that there is no future in 

God’s plan for Israel. Now that’s kind of scary to think like 

that. 

 

Notice the little word “But” after the question: 

 

“But by their transgressions salvation has come to the 

Gentiles, to make them jealous.” 

 

What Paul’s saying is, their choice made God’s choice. They 

chose to transgress. They chose to reject Messiah. And when 

they chose that, God opened it up to the Gentiles. And that’s 

us and we ought to be so excited we can’t stand it, that the 

gospel is available to us because of the transgression of the 

Jews.  
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It’s “whosoever will now may come” and He did it to make 

them jealous. Now listen to this statement: 

 

God’s purpose can still triumph in the face of transgression. 

 

God’s purpose is not going to change by the transgression or 

the sin of an individual. Now remember, we’ve seen a pretty 

big sovereign God in these studies so far. And just because 

some little individual on the earth transgresses, that does not 

affect God’s accomplishment of His eternal purpose any more 

than some tragedy that might come into our life affect God’s 

eternal purpose. 

 

Let’s listen to what Joseph tells his brothers: 

 

Genesis 50:20 

 

You thought it for evil against me, but God meant it for good 

to bring about as it is this day to save much people alive. 

 

God had a wonderful purpose.  

 

Romans 8:28 

 

…God is working all things together for good… 

 

He can accomplish His purpose even in the face of the most 

difficult adversities. He’s in control. 

 

Now why did God let salvation go to the Gentiles after the 
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Jews rejected Him?  

 

The reason God did that is that when the Jews, who are set 

aside over here, see all the blessings that are coming to the 

Gentiles, the Jews would get jealous and they’ll come back 

and get right with God. That’s a valid principle of scripture.  

 

In Deuteronomy 32 when Moses is giving his farewell 

message, he says, “God is a jealous God and you all are 

worshiping idols. And because God is a jealous God, He’s going 

to call a people who are not His people. And they’re going to be 

His people and He’s going to bless them because He’s going to 

bless them to make you jealous over what has happened.” 

 

How many Jews are jealous of what we have in our 

relationship to Jesus Christ?  

 

We say, “Well I don’t know that many of them.”  

 

Okay, well then let’s just make it a little more personal. How 

many people around us are jealous over what we have in 

Jesus Christ?  

 

That’s our greatest witness. It’s not going out and hammering 

somebody over the head with the Gospel. It is simply living a 

life of vibrance, love, joy, peace, radiance, victory, enthusiasm 

in God! In theos—enthusiasm. 

 

Excitement over the fact that He lives in us! How many Jews 

are jealous over what we have in Jesus Christ? And how many 
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people who aren’t Christians, likewise, who are our peers 

often say, “Oh I wish I had what they have! I wish that I could 

be like them! What is their secret? What makes them so 

excited and so thrilled and so fulfilled?” 

 

Now there are three words in verse 12 we need to underline. 

And then we’re going to homilitize them. They all start with 

the same letter so we can hang onto it here. 

 

v. 12 Now if their transgression be riches for the world 

and their loss be riches for the Gentiles, how much 

more will their fulness be!  

 

“Now if their transgression”—that’s our first word—“be riches 

for the world and their loss”—second word—“be riches for the 

Gentiles, how much more will their fulness”—third word—

“be!” 

 

Now let’s take those three words: 

 

1. First of all, “Now if their transgression be riches for the 

world”—put the word REBELLION there. 

 

They transgress, they rebel against the sovereign God’s plan 

in setting aside a separate kingdom.  

 

2. Secondly, “and their loss”—or let’s put the word RUIN 

there. 

 

3. “their ruin be riches for the Gentiles, how much more will 
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their RESTORATION be!” 

 

That “fullness” is an indication of God’s future blessing to the 

Jews.  

 

Now take those three words. REBELLION leads to RUIN but 

God is in the RESTORATION business. And He can restore 

the years that have been lost. He can take our failure and 

turn it around and use it in His divine purpose to bring glory 

and honor to Him. 

 

When they crucified Christ, God’s greater purpose hidden in 

all of that was the redemption of mankind. We praise God for 

the Cross! And the fact that they were participants in that! 

And that Jesus died for the sins of the whole world. 

 

v. 13 But I am speaking to you who are Gentiles. 

Inasmuch then as I am an apostle of Gentiles, I am 

magnifying my ministry,  

 

“But I am speaking to you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as 

I am an apostle of the Gentiles, I am magnifying my 

ministry,” 

 

He said, “I’m talking to y’all because you’re Gentiles there in 

Rome, you’re not Jews. But I’m talking to you as an apostle to 

you folks and I’m just magnifying my ministry.” WHY? 

 

Don’t we just hate to hear somebody brag? When they brag 

they make us jealous, don’t they? Just makes us envious. 
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They’re just talking about all the fun they’re having and we 

just kind of shrivel up in envy.  

 

And that’s exactly what Paul’s doing. He’s just telling these 

Jews, “Boy you just won’t believe what these Gentiles are 

doing and how they’re responding! And the great things God’s 

doing!” Paul feels like a mosquito in a nudist colony! He’s got 

so many opportunities he doesn’t know what to do with them 

all! He’s just excited and enthused and it’s to get all the Jews 

jealous! That’s his whole purpose in doing that. He’s 

“magnifying [his] ministry.” 

 

Want to get excited? Just get hooked up to God’s purpose and 

His plan and we’ll get more excited than we can stand it. It’ll 

thrill us to death to see God’s purpose unfolding in our life on 

a daily basis. And just like Mark Twain explains his success 

as he was “born excited,” so exactly the same thing becomes a 

believer when he gets hooked up into what God’s divine 

purpose is. 

 

Now we can see it in verse 14. There it is. He just says so. 

 

“I am magnifying my ministry,” 

 

v. 14 if somehow I might move to jealousy those who 

are my flesh and save some of them.  

 

“if somehow I might move to jealousy those who are my flesh 

and save some of them.” 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



16 

 

“I just like to get some of them stirred up a little bit and some 

of them to see what they’re missing! And in their jealousy, as 

part of God’s plan, they’d be saved! I want that for my 

brethren!” 

 

Verse 15—isn’t that a great summary?  

 

v. 15 For if their rejection be the reconciliation of the 

world, what will their acceptance be but life from 

the dead?  

 

“For if their rejection be the reconciliation of the world, what 

will their acceptance be but life from the dead?” 

 

Wow! Their rejection means reconciliation to all of us!  

 

What will it be then when, what?  

 

They’re accepted but like “life from the dead.” 

 

Now see him talking? The rejection is TEMPORARY. The 

rejection has parameters on it. There is a time when the 

rejection is going to become “acceptance” and we have to deal 

with those words. We have to deal with the fact that Israel 

has been a nation since 1948, even though they’re over there 

in unbelief. And we don’t have to condone what they’re doing. 

But they are the seed in the land. 

 

And we have to recognize what he says here, that’s going to be 

like “life from the dead.” 
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J. Vernon McGee, before he died, said: 

 

“I believe the most exciting days are yet ahead for Christians.” 

[He says:] “If I weren’t such a dignified preacher, I’d say 

Hallelujah!” 

(source unknown) 

 

He is just so excited about the future for all of us who are a 

part of the body of Christ! The thrill of knowing that God, in 

our day, or days around our time is going to bring Israel back 

to the land in belief and they’re going to be accepted. 

 

Every verse and every word of this chapter illustrates the 

point. Here’s a passage from Ezekiel, of all places, and we see 

the full acceptance that’s described here.  

 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 

 The hand of the Lord was upon me, he brought me out by 

the Spirit of the Lord and he set me in the middle of a valley; 

it was full of bones. He led me back and forth among them, 

and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones 

that were very dry. He asked me, “Son of man, can these 

bones live?” 

 I said, “O Sovereign Lord, you alone know.” 

 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to 

them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! This is what the 

Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter 

you, and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and 
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make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put 

breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know 

that I am the Lord.’” 

 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was 

prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the 

bones came together, bone to bone. I looked, and tendons and 

flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was 

no breath in them. 

 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, 

son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord 

says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into 

these slain, that they may live.’” So I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life 

and stood up on their feet—a vast army.  

 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the 

whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and 

our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ Therefore prophesy and say 

to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: O my people, I 

am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I 

will bring you back to the land of Israel. Then you, my people, 

will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and 

bring you up from them. I will put my Spirit in you and you 

will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will 

know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares 

the Lord.’” 

 

Now has He done it yet? He hasn’t done it yet. So what? It’s 

FUTURE. It is the restoring of this nation to its place in 

faithful fulfillment of the promises that were made to 

Abraham. No, they didn’t fall beyond the purpose of God. It’s 
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still to be fulfilled.  

 

Now doesn’t that get us a little bit excited? Maybe we don’t 

understand what’s going on in our life. There’s just a lot of 

questions. But can’t we have enough trust in a sovereign God 

that He really knows what’s best?  

 

And maybe it’s brought some tears to our eyes. Maybe we 

really, really hurt. But can we look up in His face and know 

that He does all things well? And we can just trust Him and 

know that He really is ordering the daily events in our life. 

 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon often told a story and James 

Kennedy records it in his new book Turn It to Gold: 

 

(Turn It to Gold by D. James Kennedy) 

 

… the famous English preacher, tells of a man who was 

arrested during the reign of Queen Mary for preaching the 

gospel. The prisoner was swiftly condemned to be burned at 

the stake. When he heard the sentence he said, “Never mind; 

all things work together for good.” 

 People asked, “But how is this going to work for your 

good?” He replied, “I do not know how. But I know that it 

will.” 

 On the way to London the guards treated him so roughly 

that they cast him down and broke his leg. They mocked him, 

saying, “Tell us, how is this going to work for your good?” 

Again the prisoner said calmly, “I do not know. But I know 

that God will use it to bring good.” 
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 The man’s leg was splinted so that he could continue the 

trip. Because of the accident, the party arrived in London one 

day later than planned—and, as it happened, one day after 

Queen Mary had died. Elizabeth was now on the throne. The 

man was pardoned. 

pp. 12-13 

 

There are things like that too many times in our lives that 

God does. His wonderful, wonderful purpose is unfolding just 

a chapter at a time. And sometimes a day at a time—but we 

can be excited. 

 

Now what we’re going to do in the rest of the study is there 

are just going to be two illustrations and a closing application. 

The only problem is, we have now come to tough territory. 

We’re going to take it a phrase at a time. And the two 

illustrations teach the same thing. So, if we can understand 

what it’s teaching, we’ll go through the verses and come out 

victorious on the other end. 

 

Now there’s going to be two illustrations. There’s going to be 

an illustration of the DOUGH and the illustration of the 

TREE. Now it’s not dough—money, it’s dough, dough—bread 

dough. And it’s an OLIVE TREE that’s described here.  

 

Now look at it. We’re not going to make it say any more than 

it says. Hopefully we can follow.  

 

v. 16 And if the first piece of dough be holy, the lump is 

also; and if the root be holy, the branches are too.  
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“And if the first piece of dough be holy, the lump is also; and if 

the root be holy, the branches are too.” 

 

Numbers 15:20—any Jew would know this. When they 

brought the offering of the first fruit, the priest would take a 

part of that offering—some of the dough—and he’d separate it 

and he’d say, “This is holy to the Lord.” 

 

Now every Jew would understand that. So what Paul is saying 

is, if this first little bunch of dough that was taken from the 

big bunch is holy, then that means all the rest of it is holy as 

well. 

 

Now if the root of the olive tree is holy, then the whole tree is 

holy. We see that illustration has that common denominator.  

 

Now all we have to understand is what the dough is and what 

the root is. The “dough” and the “root” refer to the 

BLESSINGS of the Abrahamic covenant.  

 

When we became Christians, we have to thank God for the 

Jews. Jesus was a Jew.  

 

And in Romans 4 we learned that we all have our blessings 

come as a result of the Abrahamic covenant. And that the 

blessings from that covenant become ours. So if we see the 

“root” and the “dough” being the blessings of the Abrahamic 

covenant, we won’t lose our salvation in this.  
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But just see it that way as we carefully read verse 17. 

 

v. 17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and 

you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them 

and became joint-partaker with them of the root of 

the fatness of the olive tree,  

 

“But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a 

wild olive,”—that’s us Gentiles—“were grafted in among 

them”—so we’re going to be blessed too—“and became joint-

partaker with them of the root of the fatness of the olive tree,” 

 

“fatness”—BLESSINGS. 

 

“the root of the fatness of the olive tree,” 

 

We get to come in under the blessings of the Abrahamic 

covenant. “Abraham believed God and it was counted to him 

for righteousness.” (ref. Genesis 15:6) 

 

We believe God in receiving Christ and it’s counted to us for 

righteousness. Romans chapter 4 was our great illustration of 

that. So the blessings become ours. 

 

Now what happens when “the branches are broken off”? Were 

the branches that “were broken off,” broken off permanently 

and they never will come back? See we can’t say that because 

we’ve already looked at the fact that the Jews are going to be 

restored. So the fact that they were “broken off,” they didn’t 

lose. They lost some blessing but they didn’t lose the 
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relationship. Now hang onto that carefully. 

 

v. 18 stop glorying over the branches; but if you are 

glorying, [remember] that it is not you who is 

supporting the root, but the root [is supporting] 

you.  

 

“stop glorying over the branches; but if you are glorying, 

[remember] that it is not you who is supporting the root, but 

the root [is supporting] you.” 

 

Now there’s a problem that when we get a little bit of 

righteousness, we get it mixed up with a little self-

righteousness and we start glorying in our good stuff. The 

Pharisees did that in the time of Christ. They became very 

arrogant and very unteachable. And Christ became 

competitive to the cause.  

 

Paul’s telling the Gentiles, “Now just because you’re in the 

place of blessing and the Jews have been broken off from the 

place of blessing, don’t you get the big head. And don’t you go 

around and start glorying in the fact that you have this 

position because you aren’t supporting the root. The root’s 

supporting you.” 

 

That teaches us a tremendous lesson. Let’s just stop for a 

second and apply something here.  

 

Realize that our level and ability to worship is dependent on 

our attitude toward what God’s done for us?  
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We don’t have any problem falling on our face worshiping God 

if we haven’t gotten over what He’s done for us on the Cross. It 

just fills our heart with joy and excitement to think that God 

cared enough for us, just a crummy little sinful lump of clay, 

to send His Son to die. And therefore, we never get over that 

and we worship Him with reckless abandon because of always 

saying thank You for what He’s done for us. 

 

Don’t glory. Don’t get the big head. Always remember how 

much God loved us and be humble and broken in our worship 

before Him. 

 

In the Eye of the Storm, Max Lucado tells this story that’s 

going to get some World War II veterans with a few tears in 

their eyes here. This is a neat story on being able to say, 

“thank you.” 

 

(In the Eye of the Storm: A Day in the Life of Jesus by Max 

Lucado) 

 

 An old man walks down a Florida beach. The sun sets like 

an orange ball on the horizon. The waves slap the sand. The 

smell of saltwater stings the air. Not enough light for the 

fishermen. So, aside from a few joggers and strollers, the 

gentleman is alone. 

 He carries a bucket in his bony hand. A bucket of shrimp. 

It’s not for him. It’s not for the fish. It’s for the sea gulls. 

 He walks to an isolated pier cast in gold by the setting 

sun. He steps out to the end of the pier. The time has come for 
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the weekly ritual. 

 He stands and waits. 

 Soon the sky becomes a mass of dancing dots. The evening 

silence gives way to the screeching of birds. They fill the sky 

and then cover the moorings. They are on a pilgrimage to 

meet the old man. 

 For a half hour or so, the bushy-browed, shoulder-bent 

gentleman will stand on the pier, surrounded by the birds of 

the sea, until his bucket is empty. 

 But even after the food is gone, his feathered friends still 

linger. They linger as if they’re attracted to more than just 

food. They perch on his hat. They walk on the pier. And they 

all share a moment together. 

p. 221 

 

The old man on the pier couldn’t go a week without saying 

“thank you.” 

 His name was Eddie Rickenbacker. If you were alive in 

October 1942, you probably remember the day that he was 

reported missing at sea. 

 He had been sent on a mission to deliver a message to 

Gen. Douglas MacArthur. With a handpicked crew in a B-17 

known as the “Flying Fortress,” he set off across the South 

Pacific. Somewhere the crew became lost, the fuel ran out, and 

the plane went down. 

 All eight crew members escaped into the life rafts. They 

battled the weather, the water, the sharks, and the sun. But 

most of all, they battled the hunger. After eight days, their 

rations were gone. They ran out of options. It would take a 

miracle for them to survive. 
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 And a miracle occurred. 

 After an afternoon devotional service, the men said a 

prayer and tried to rest. As Rickenbacker was dozing with his 

hat over his eyes, something landed on his head. He would 

later say that he knew it was a sea gull. He didn’t know how 

he knew; he just knew. That gull meant food . . . if he could 

catch it. And he did. 

 The flesh was eaten. The intestines were used as fish bait. 

And the crew survived. 

 What was a sea gull doing hundreds of miles away from 

land? 

 Only God knows. 

 But whatever the reason, Rickenbacker was thankful. As 

a result, every Friday evening this old captain walked to the 

pier, his bucket full of shrimp and his heart full of thanks. 

 We’d be wise to do the same. We’ve much in common with 

Rickenbacker. We, too, were saved by a Sacrificial Visitor. 

 We, too, were rescued by One who journeyed far from only 

God knows where. 

 And we, like the captain, have every reason to look into 

the sky . . . and worship. 

pp. 225-26 

 

We won’t be glorying in all our self-attainment when we have 

our perspective right and realize that God moved into a 

helpless and hopeless situation and He provided all that was 

necessary for us to be acceptable in His sight. 

 

v. 19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off in 

order that I might be grafted in.”  
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“You will say then, ‘Branches were broken off in order that I 

might be grafted in.’” 

 

What happened to the Jews when the “branches were broken 

off”? What happened to them? In 70 A.D. they lost their city as 

it was destroyed by Titus. Millions of them died in that 

horrible onslaught. Finally, there was just the last little hold-

out of them at Masada that finally they too, the Romans 

conquered that site but they’d all committed suicide. Sad, sad 

time for the Jews. 

 

They lost their temple. They lost their worship. They lost 

everything that made them distinctive and they were 

scattered throughout the world. 

 

How many blessings are we losing because we’re out of 

fellowship with God, even though we’re in relationship with 

Him? It’s very, very costly to walk a day out of fellowship with 

our Lord because we’re missing some blessings that could well 

be ours simply because we’re choosing not to walk in 

fellowship with Him as a believer. Just think of the price of 

their disobedience. 

 

We always think of those verses in: 

 

Matthew 23:37, 38 

 

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones 

those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your 
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children together, the way a hen gathers her chickens under 

her wings, but you were unwilling. Behold, your house is going 

to be left to you desolate!” 

 

And boy it sure was. 

 

v. 20 Quite right, they were broken off for their 

unbelief, and you stand only by your faith. Stop 

being conceited, but be fearing;  

 

“Quite right, they were broken off for their”—WHAT?—

“unbelief, and you stand only by your”—church membership? 

 

“You stand only by the celebration of the ordinances.” Is that 

what it says? 

 

“you stand only by your faith.” 

 

Anything else in the presence of God will put us flat on our 

face. It’s the single condition of faith. 

 

“Stop being conceited, but be fearing;” 

 

Respect God, His sovereignty, when we stand before Him is by 

our faith in what Jesus did on the Cross for us. 

 

v. 21 for if God did not spare the natural branches, 

neither will He spare you.  

 

“for if God did not spare the natural branches,”—verse 21, 
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which were the JEWS—“neither will He spare you.” 

 

Now what does that mean? Does that mean that we can be 

grafted into this tree because of our disobedience and our 

unbelief we can be broken off? And what does broken off 

mean?  

 

Now we have to go back in the passage. To be broken off for 

the Jews meant that they missed the blessings of the 

Abrahamic covenant but it was only temporary. They’re going 

to be put back in again and experience the blessings. 

 

Alright what’s that say to us? Let’s say, just for the sake of an 

illustration, that we’re together and we have a relationship 

with God. We became a Christian, somewhere back there 

when we received Christ by faith, but there’s disobedience in 

our lives and we haven’t walked with the Lord for a long time. 

We’re out of fellowship with Him. And in this kind of a 

situation, what’s God going to do?  

 

There are two words we have to really be respectful of in the 

Christian life. They both start with “D” and so it’ll be easy: 

 

1. DISCIPLINE and 

 

2. DISQUALIFICATION. 

 

Those two words aren’t preached much but they need to be. 

God is a disciplinarian.  
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In Hebrews chapter 12 Paul says very clearly that “no 

discipline is joyous for the moment but it eventually is the 

peaceful fruit of righteousness.” (ref. Hebrews 12:11) 

 

God does discipline. We don’t like to talk about that but He 

does. And when we’re out of fellowship, He’s going to take 

disciplinary action to bring us back into the place of blessing. 

That’s His whole purpose. 

 

There’s a little story about a youngster who was very unhappy 

because her parents had refused her wishes. That evening her 

mother was amused to hear her pray: “Please Lord, don’t give 

her any more children. She doesn’t know how to treat the ones 

she’s got now.” 

(source unknown) 

 

That’s sometimes the way we feel but God’s dealing with us. 

We have one of two choices with God. See verse 22? As 

momma’s and daddy’s, we have shown these two faces to our 

children at different times in their experience. Listen to the 

verse. 

 

V. 22 Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to 

those who fell, severity, but to you, God’s kindness, 

if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also 

will be cut off.  

 

“Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who 

fell,”—and just wouldn’t what the Lord wanted—“severity, but 

to you,”—who are responding by faith—“God’s kindness, if you 
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continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off.”—

that is disciplined. Cut off from the blessings, not relationship. 

We’ll still be there. 

 

Does God know how to handle His children? Yes, He does! He 

knows how to discipline. 

 

Paul Harvey has a little article in For What It’s Worth. He 

says: 

 

(Paul Harvey’s For What It’s Worth edited by Paul Harvey, 

Jr.) 

 

 [I saw] a sign in a parking lot in Livermore California. 

 Sign says, PARKING RESERVED FOR CLIENTS OF 

DEL VALLE PET HOSPITAL. VIOLATORS WILL BE 

NEUTERED. 

p. 54 

 

There is discipline. There are consequences as a result. 

 

Now we want to take one more difficult passage and play it 

against this one so we can understand how a sovereign God 

works in the business of recovery and what His purposes are. 

Because if we just sweep these passages under the rug and we 

don’t talk about them, then we’re not ready for them and we 

can get messed up.  

 

In John 15:5-6, the scene is the night before Calvary, just a 

few hours, they’re on their way down to Gethsemane. They 
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stop after they’ve been in the Upper Room and they look out 

over this vineyard. Listen to the words of Jesus: 

 

John 15:5, 6 

 

I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and 

I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do 

nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as 

a branch, and he dries up; and they gather them, and cast 

them into the fire, and they are burned. 

 

What does it mean to “abide in Him”? It means that we are in 

a living relationship with Him, just like the branch is to the 

vine. We’re drawing from His life. We’re developing into His 

likeness and as His life flows through us, His whole purpose in 

that is for fruitfulness. 

 

Now let’s say we don’t abide in Him. We’re a believer and we 

refuse to cooperate. Just like the Jew, the branch can be 

broken off and it withers and it dies. But there is still a 

relationship and the possibility for recovery with a sovereign 

God.  

 

The whole focus of John 15 is unfruitfulness. It has nothing to 

do with salvation. 

 

Now let’s just make one statement and then make an 

observation in view of that. We can be in relationship and out 

of fellowship. In relationship, in that we received Christ: 
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John 10:28, 29 

 

and I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish; 

neither shall anyone take them out of my hand. My Father, 

which gave them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able 

to take them out of my Father’s hand. 

 

We are eternally secure when the debt has been paid. When 

God deposits the righteousness of Christ into our life, we don’t 

have Him withdrawing from our account to the point that we 

are lost. We are saved eternally. That is a transaction that’s 

taken place. 

 

Israel, in view of the Abrahamic covenant where God is 

obligated unconditionally to fulfill those promises, and we’ve 

seen that. Even in the face of their unfaithfulness, God is 

going to restore them to fullness in the future!  

 

In salvation we can be IN RELATIONSHIP and OUT OF 

FELLOWSHIP. And just think of the tons of blessings we’re 

missing. And if we don’t believe it, just look around at some 

Christian who’s walking with God and is just so excited he 

can’t stand what’s going on and we get jealous. Because we 

say, “Wow! Mine’s not a better experience and I’m not having 

any fun and there’s no joy and no thrill and no fulfillment.” 

 

And then once again, we want to make it clear, there are two 

things we need to be concerned about: 

 

1. God’s disciplining hand and 
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2. disqualification. 

 

Paul says in: 

 

1 Corinthians 9:27 

 

I treat my body roughly and I make it serve me, lest when I 

have preached to others, I would be disqualified. 

 

To stand at the Judgement Seat of Christ with no evidence in 

our life that we have had a relationship with Jesus Christ, nor 

any fruit that is borne would be a horrible tragedy of 

tragedies. 

 

John describes it in 1 John as being a person who “shrinks 

away in shame at his coming.” (ref. 1 John 2:28) 

 

The choice is ours. Basically, it’s a choice of severity or 

kindness. When we walk with the Lord and we are obedient, 

we experience His KIND FACE. When we walk in 

disobedience and rebellion, we experience His severity—His 

DISCIPLINING HAND. 

 

Now look at verse 23. 

 

v. 23 And they also, if they do not continue in their 

unbelief, will be grafted in; for God is able to graft 

them in again.  
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“And they also, if they do not continue in their unbelief,”—

these are the Jews—“will be grafted in; for God is able to graft 

them in again.” 

 

Faith releases God to work! They’ll be put back into the place 

of blessing under the Abrahamic covenant, not back in 

relationship. They are simply coming back into the place of 

blessing in the tree, which has its roots in the Abrahamic 

covenant. 

 

v. 24 For if you were cut off from what is by nature a 

wild olive tree, and were grafted contrary to nature 

into a cultivated olive tree, how much more shall 

these who are the natural branches be grafted into 

their own olive tree?  

 

“For if you were cut off from what is by nature a wild olive 

tree, and were grafted contrary to nature” 

 

He puts that in there just so all the horticulturists can realize 

that the Lord didn’t slip a cog back there when He took an 

olive wild branch and put it into a domesticated tree. We 

usually take a domesticated branch and put it in a wild one 

and hope to get the food. And we’ve reversed the laws of 

horticulture here and he knows that.  

 

“contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much 

more shall these who are the natural branches be grafted into 

their own olive tree?” 
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Better believe it! God is able to do that! He is in the restoring 

business. 

 

There are twelve lessons that come from our text. 

 

Lesson #1: The fall of Israel is not final but temporary. 

 

Lesson #2: God is always faithful to fulfill His promises. 

 

Lesson #3: God’s purpose and plan is not affected by our 

unfaithfulness. 

 

Lesson #4: God’s purpose and program for Israel anticipates 

worldwide blessing. 

 

Lesson #5: How many people do you know who are jealous of 

what you have in Jesus Christ? 

 

Lesson #6: We need to keep our focus on where the blessings 

are coming from. 

 

Lesson #7: We stand only by our faith in God’s blessing. 

 

Lesson #8: The choice is ours as to whether we will experience 

the kindness or the severity of God. 

 

Lesson #9: There is a future after failure. 

 

Lesson #10: Even in the face of resistance and failure God sees 

a future. 
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Lesson #11: God uses failure in His purpose. 

 

Lesson #12: God’s purpose is not thwarted by our failure. 

 

Now where does this study find us as we endeavor to apply 

the truth of this study? Maybe we find ourselves under the 

disciplining hand of God? Then respond to that. Respond with 

a brokenness and an openness. 

 

David Campbell said it so well: 

 

(Point Man: How a Man Can Lead a Family by Steve Farrar) 

 

“If you don’t know where you’re going, you’ll probably end up 

somewhere else.” 

p. 147 

 

And we will. We need to recognize that God is at work. There 

are a lot of things out there to destroy people in this world 

today. It is a sad, sad world that we’re living in, in a lot of 

ways because of what sin is doing. 

 

There’s a lot of books on addictive behavior and people being 

caught up in things that are literally destroying them. 

Whether it’s sex, drugs, food, smoking or whatever—the very 

things that are destroying them are catching them and 

keeping them in bondage and in the prison house of sin. 

Here’s a poem which is a paraphrase of Psalm 23.  

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



38 

 

(Counseling for Substance Abuse and Addiction by Stephen 

Van Cleave, Walter Byrd and Kathy Revell) 

 

 King Heroin is my shepherd, I shall always want. 

 He maketh me to lie down in the gutters. 

 He leadeth me beside the troubled waters. 

 He destroyeth my soul. 

 He leadeth me in the paths of wickedness. 

 Yea, I shall walk through the valley of poverty and will 

 fear no evil for thou, Heroin, art with me. 

 Thy Needle and Capsule comfort me. 

 Thou strippest the table of groceries in the presence of 

my family. 

 Thou robbest my head of reason. 

 My cup of sorrow runneth over. 

Surely heroin addiction shall stalk me all the days of my 

life and I will dwell in the House of the Damned forever. 

pp. 101-2 

 

The young lady that rewrote these words of course said this: 

 

(Counseling for Substance Abuse and Addiction by Stephen 

Van Cleave, Walter Byrd and Kathy Revell) 

 

Jail didn’t cure me. Nor did hospitalization help me for long. 

The doctor told my family it would have been better, indeed 

kinder, if the person who got me hooked on dope had taken a 

gun and blown my brains out. And I wish to God he had. My 

God, how I wish it. 

p. 102 
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Shortly thereafter she took her own life. 

 

We have choices to make. And when we make those choices, 

they have eternal transactions and eternal ramifications. 

 

Max Lucado says: 

 

(In the Eye of the Storm: A Day in the Life of Jesus by Max 

Lucado) 

 

 When you recognize God as Creator, you will admire him. 

When you recognize his wisdom, you will learn from him. 

When you discover his strength, you will rely on him. But only 

when he saves you will you worship him. 

p. 186 

 

Are we willing to let Jesus Christ, like He did in the Upper 

Room there in John 13, move around the table and wash 

others feet? Or do we want to be like Peter? “You ain’t 

washing my feet. You aren’t going to do that for me.”  

 

Are we in humble brokenness going to say, “Oh God, You 

know what’s best.” 

 

“You’re sovereign and maybe Your purpose is hidden in some 

adversity or difficulty that’s come into our life.” Just like the 

purpose of God for the redemption of the world was hidden in 

the transgression of Israel, God’s eternal purpose can be made 

known. 
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Jerry Bridges wrote in his book Transforming Grace that a 

dear friend sent him this little prayer. And if this is our 

heart’s desire, our hope is we’ll pray this prayer and linger on 

each phrase because it’s really key to our walk with God. 

 

(Transforming Grace by Jerry Bridges) 

 

 Lord, I am willing 

 To receive what You give, 

 To lack what you withhold, 

 To relinquish what You take, 

 To suffer what You inflict, 

 To be what You require. 

p. 185 

 

Now can we say that to the Lord in our heart of hearts? 

 

Father, we’re thankful that as a sovereign God You are at 

work and You’re not forwarded by our failure. We come with 

the words of Philippians 1:6 on our lips. We are confident of 

this very thing that He who has begun a good work in us will 

continue to perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. And one of 

these days, according to John in 1 John 3, soon we shall be 

like Him for we shall see Him as He is. Instantly and 

completely transformed into the image of Jesus Christ. 

Father, continue Your good work in our lives. May we see 

Your kindness more than Your severity. May we see Your love 

and affirmation more than Your heavy hand of discipline. And 

may we be those who are bearing fruit in anticipation of that 
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glorious day when crowns are given. At the Judgment Seat of 

Christ, we would not be ordered to stand aside in 

disqualification because of no evidence in our lives that we 

ever walked with You. And Lord, stir us up to recognize it’s 

our responsibility to make the world jealous of the joy and the 

love and the blessings that are ours in Jesus Christ. We love 

You and thank You for the joy of studying this difficult 

passage. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

 

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

Study Number Twenty-Six – Romans 11:11-24 

 

            NOTES 
v. 11 I am saying then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? 

May it never be! But by their transgression salvation has come to 

the Gentiles, to make them jealous. 

v. 12 Now if their transgression be riches for the world and their 

loss be riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their fulness 

be! 

v. 13 But I am speaking to you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then 

as I am an apostle of Gentiles, I am magnifying my ministry, 

v. 14 if somehow I might move to jealousy those who are my flesh 

and save some of them. 

v. 15 For if their rejection be the reconciliation of the world, what 

will their acceptance be but life from the dead? 

v. 16 And if the first piece of dough be holy, the lump is also; and if 

the root be holy, the branches are too. 

v. 17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a 

wild olive, were grafted in among them and became joint-partaker 

with them of the root of the fatness of the olive tree, 

v. 18 stop glorying over the branches; but if you are glorying, 

[remember] that it is not you who is supporting the root, but the 

root [is supporting] you. 

v. 19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off in order that I 

might be grafted in.” 

v. 20 Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, and you 

stand only by your faith. Stop being conceited, but be fearing; 

v. 21 for if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will He 

spare you. 

 

 

  

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



43 

 

            NOTES 
v. 22 Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who 

fell, severity, but to you, God’s kindness, if you continue in His 

kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off. 

v. 23 And they also, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will 

be grafted in; for God is able to graft them in again. 

v. 24 For if you were cut off from what is by nature a wild olive 

tree, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive 

tree, how much more shall these who are the natural branches be 

grafted into their own olive tree? 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Romans 11:11-24 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What did Israel do to cause salvation to come to the 

Gentiles, according to verse 11? 

 

 

 

 

3. How does Paul characterize himself, according to verse 13? 
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4. What two things would Paul like to do, according to  

verse 14? 

 

 

 

 

5. What two illustrations does Paul use in verse 16? 

 

 

 

 

6. What warning does Paul give to the Gentiles, according to 

verse 18? 

 

 

 

 

7. How was Israel broken off and how do the Gentiles stand, 

according to verse 20? 

 

 

 

 

8. What is the warning given by Paul, according to verse 22? 
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9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: The fall of Israel is not final but temporary. 

 

LESSON #2: God is always faithful to fulfill His promises. 

 

LESSON #3: God’s purpose and plan is not affected by our 

unfaithfulness. 

 

LESSON #4: God’s purpose and program for Israel anticipates 

worldwide blessing. 

 

LESSON #5: How many people do you know who are jealous 

of what you have in Jesus Christ? 
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LESSON #6: We need to keep our focus on where the blessings 

are coming from. 

 

LESSON #7: We stand only by our faith in God’s blessing. 

 

LESSON #8: The choice is ours as to whether we will 

experience the kindness or the severity of God. 

 

LESSON #9: There is a future after failure.  

 

LESSON #10: Even in the face of resistance and failure God 

sees a future. 

 

LESSON #11: God uses failure in His purpose.  

 

LESSON #12: God’s purpose is not thwarted by our failure. 
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