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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

 

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

Study Number Twenty-Seven – Romans 11:25-32 

 

 

In Romans 9 we learned that God is sovereign and in His 

sovereignty He’s chosen the nation Israel. And in the choice of 

the nation Israel, He made some other choices that 

demonstrate His sovereignty but we don’t understand it. 

 

1. First of all, He chose Isaac instead of Ishmael. 

 

2. Secondly, He chose Jacob instead of Esau even before they 

were born. 

 

3. Thirdly, He allowed the hardening process to go on in 

Pharaoh’s heart to the point of self-destruction. 

 

God is sovereign and in His past dealings with Israel, He is 

proud of them. He loves them. They are His children and 

through that nation He is choosing to bring His own Son into 

the world to accomplish redemption and salvation for 

mankind. 

 

When we get to Romans chapter 10, it is God’s PRESENT 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



2 

 

relationship with Israel. God’s present relationship with Israel 

is that they have been disciplined. They have been set aside 

from the blessings of the Abrahamic covenant because they 

rejected the Messiah. In fact, in Pilot’s hall they said, “His 

blood be upon us and upon our children. We don’t care.” (ref. 

Matthew 27:25) And so God has disciplined them. 

 

Now the big question comes, when God disciplines Israel, does 

He do it in such a way that it’s permanent? Does He do it in 

such a way that He withdraws all the promises of the 

Abrahamic covenant? And all the promises of the Davidic 

covenant? And so as far as God is concerned, when Christ died 

on the Cross, God said of the nation Israel, “That’s it. I’m 

withdrawing all My promises, all My covenants. Israel you’re 

done.”  

 

Now there are people who feel that such is the case. Or if the 

promises continue, they are absorbed in the church and 

certainly not in the nation Israel. Consider the possibility that 

God does have a future for the nation Israel. And that they 

have not sinned beyond recovery. That they have not gone so 

far that God is not going to be faithful. 

 

When we get ready to answer that question, we have to 

answer another one. Does God change His mind on the basis 

of what we do or what we don’t do?  

 

And when we answer those kinds of questions, we also 

determine the character of God. We can say right here at the 

beginning, “them bones are gonna rise again.”  
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There are two big words that stand out in chapter 11.  

 

1. The first of course is REMNANT.  

 

There’s always been a faithful remnant of Israel.  

 

2. And secondly, RESTORATION.  

 

God is in the restoration business. 

 

Now why did God allow Israel to be set aside in discipline? 

That’s one of the lessons we learned in our last study. Out of 

that serious, dramatic judgment of the nation, God weaved 

into His eternal purpose the redemption of mankind.  

 

Whosoever will may come. Everyone who believes in Him will 

not be disappointed. And so many times God has a hidden 

purpose behind the traumatic and the difficult parts of our 

lives. The hope is that out of this we too will have an 

expectant spirit. Maybe if we’re going through a rough time 

right now, we can anticipate that there is some hidden 

purpose that will gradually be revealed. And if it is never 

revealed, we would never doubt the goodness and the grace 

and the love of God. 

 

These are wonderful verses. And as we pick up at verse 25 in 

the study, as we look at these verses, the hope is we’ll be 

careful because there are some heavy theological words in 

them.  
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v. 25 For I am not desiring you to be uninformed, 

brethren, concerning this mystery, in order that 

you may not be wise in your own estimation, that 

hardening in part has come to Israel until the 

fulness of the Gentiles has come in; 

 

“For I am not desiring you to be uninformed, brethren, 

concerning this mystery, in order that you may not be wise in 

your own estimation, that hardening in part has come to 

Israel until the fulness of the Gentiles has come in;” 

 

Now if that was our first verse this morning when we got up to 

greet the day for devotions we might have said, “That’s going 

to be a tough day.” Because when we look at that verse just 

like that, there’s a lot of words there that don’t make a lot of 

sense. 

 

Let’s just take it a phrase at a time. 

 

“I am not desiring you to be uninformed, brethren,” 

 

In other words, “I want you to take to heart what I’m getting 

ready to tell you. It’s very important.”  

 

And what we need to take to heart is something “concerning 

the mystery.” 

 

Now the problem with the word “mystery” is when we think of 

mystery we think of “Murder She Wrote.” That’s about as far 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



5 

 

as mystery goes for us. And we turn on the channel and we try 

to out-guess who it is that did the ugly deed. 

 

Now the Bible never uses the term that way—“mystery.” And 

the Bible doesn’t use the word “mystery” in the sense that it’s 

mysterious. It’s beyond our comprehension so therefore it’s 

mysterious. The word “mystery” is very simple to understand. 

“Mystery” is something that’s been CONCEALED that is now 

REVEALED. 

 

God in His infinite wisdom and with His divine purpose has 

chosen to keep hidden His purpose until the time comes to 

reveal it. Now what is that “mystery”?  

 

The “mystery” is, Israel is going to be set aside. And God, in 

setting them aside, is going to give birth to salvation of the 

whole world. That’s the purpose. 

 

And so in God’s marvelous plan, when He reveals something 

like He does to the apostle, He calls it a “mystery.” 

 

There are two verses of scripture that will illustrate this for 

us. 

 

Ephesians 3:9 

 

to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery 

which for ages has been hidden in God, 

 

“[A] mystery which for ages has been hidden in God.” It’s not 
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revealed but it’s been hidden. 

 

In Colossians 1:26 he says almost the identical same thing: 

 

Colossians 1:26 

 

the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and 

generations; but has now been manifested to His saints, 

 

What if we just remember the little phrase: 

 

CONCEALED but now REVEALED. 

 

We have in the mind what he wants to talk about. It is this 

“mystery.” 

 

Then the next phrase is a PURPOSE CLAUSE. “I want to 

reveal this mystery to you”—who? If we want to put that in 

layman’s terminology—“in order that you may not be wise in 

your own estimation.” 

 

When we get to a position of blessing from God, there’s 

something about it. We don’t know what it is. But as people 

get blessed, their heads get big. And it’s kind of like “I deserve 

this. I’m a cut above.”  

 

Remember the Pharisee and the tax collector in that graphic 

picture in the gospel of Luke when the Pharisee says, “You 

know I fast and I pray and I give and I wear my white hat and 

thank God I’m not like that” and he points to this tax collector 
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over here. And the tax collector is the one of course that says, 

“God be merciful to me, a sinner.” And Jesus says he’s the one 

that goes down to his house justified rather than the other. 

(ref. Luke 18:11-13) 

 

The Pharisees were the big problem during the time of Christ 

because of their pride. Their pride and their ego just swelled 

in the face of God’s special favor toward them. So don’t get 

boastful. Don’t get proud. 

 

In Happiness Is a Choice Paul Meier says: 

 

(Happiness Is a Choice by Paul Meier) 

 

Change all your can’ts into won’ts and then you’ve got a true 

picture of yourself. 

(source unknown) 

 

When we get the Word memorized in our heart then we can 

lay that verse on somebody when we’re ready. And if we don’t 

have it memorized, he ain’t going to hang around long enough 

to find a chapter and a verse and dig that thing out. But we 

have that sword and the sheath, we can pull that out and nail 

him right there on the spot. We may get just one shot with 

some guys like that and we want to be ready. 

 

Listen to this verse: 

 

Jeremiah 9:23, 24 
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This is what the Lord says: 

“Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom 

and let not the strong man boast in his strength 

and let not the rich man boast in his riches. 

But let him who boasts boast about this: 

that he understands and knows me, 

that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, 

and justice and righteousness in the earth, 

because these are the things I delight in,” 

 

Aren’t those wonderful verses? That keeps us from boasting 

about anything but boasting in the fact that we know the 

Lord. 

 

Now that last phrase which says, “so that we don’t get wise in 

your own estimation,” really is preparing us for the end. We 

have both remnant and restoration in this verse. Pick out the 

words that demonstrate it. 

 

He says, “hardening in part.” See? It is a remnant. Only a part 

of them have been hardened. 

 

And until “hardening in part has come to Israel until.” 

 

What does “until” tell us? It’s temporary. It’s until a point in 

time. So the “hardening” is only “in part”—so there’s going to 

be a remnant. And secondly, it’s “until”—it’s temporary. 

Restoration is going to occur.  

 

Now remember what we said about “hardening”?  
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Hardening happens when we hear a lot of truth and we don’t 

put it in practice. The word for hardening is “callous.” And it 

forms on our hearts when we get rubbed with truth and we 

fail to apply it. 

 

And then we had the symptoms for it so we could tell whether 

we got it or not. Remember?  

 

1. The guy walks around in a stupor. It affects his mind.  

 

2. He can’t see with his eyes. He’s blind.  

 

3. He can’t hear with his ears.  

 

What he’s saying is “hardening” has happened “in part.” 

 

Now what is God’s plan for salvation? From all these chapters 

we’ve studied—9, 10 and 11—we learned first of all Israel 

didn’t believe in the Messiah. So unbelief caused them to be 

set aside when they rejected Christ.  

 

Okay, now what happened in God’s purpose, the “mystery?” 

God took the gospel to the whole world. Now everyone can 

have a relationship to God and be declared righteous in His 

sight if he by faith will come to Christ. 

 

Now why did He do that? His purpose was to make the Jews 

jealous, wasn’t it? And so the Jews get jealous about 

everything they see in our lives as believers. And we asked a 
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very painful question, “How many people are jealous over 

what you have in the Lord?” Remember that? And we also 

asked, “How many Jews are jealous of what you have in the 

Lord?”  

 

And then as they become jealous, they want those blessings 

they’ve surrendered and so they get to come back in the place 

of blessing.  

 

Now why is it only in part? Well Paul said in Romans 11:1 

that he’s a Jew and he’d become a Christian. And we meet 

Christian Jews all over the place. It is the most exciting thing 

to meet them. And when they have the Messiah, they hug us, 

they’re filled with love and joy and they’re looking forward to 

the Kingdom. They really are!  

 

“until”—WHAT?—“the fulness of the Gentiles has come in;” 

 

Now what is “the fulness of the Gentiles” and what are we 

looking for when it’s going to come in? Well let’s change it a 

little bit. We can translate “the fulness of the Gentiles” as 

being the FULL NUMBER. 

 

God knows just exactly how many Gentiles are going to come 

in and become Christians. And when that number is reached, 

just like Noah and the ark, God shut the door when eight of 

them were inside. God knows exactly. And when “the fulness 

of the Gentiles has come in,”—they’re under the blessing; 

they’re in the olive tree; they’ve come to know Christ—God 

says that’s it. That’s “the fulness of the Gentiles.”  
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Now there is another “mystery.” 

 

“Behold I show you a mystery, We shall not all sleep but we 

shall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.” 

(ref. 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52) 

 

We take it that the rapture of the church is the end of the 

times of the Gentiles. God is going to take this big body of 

believers who’ve come to know Christ and are experiencing 

the blessings of the Abrahamic covenant out of here at the end 

of “the fulness of the Gentiles.” And He’s going to restore His 

program to Israel and then set up the Kingdom, just like He 

promised to David. And we’re going to see Christ rule and 

reign and we, as believers, are going to also rule and reign 

with Him the scripture says. 

 

Now let’s take, let’s define the times of the Gentiles. The times 

of the Gentiles started at the moment that God set aside 

Israel. Doesn’t that make sense? He sets aside one program 

and He starts another. 

 

So where does it start? With the resurrection of Christ. They 

crucified Him, He was buried. When He was risen from the 

dead, He is now alive and can offer salvation to the whole 

world.  

 

So it begins with the RESURRECTION but it ends with the 

RAPTURE. And we ask, well when’s the rapture? We don’t 

know. But we better be ready now because there’s nothing 
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prophetically standing in the way of the ending of the times of 

the Gentiles. 

 

With what’s going on in Israel, we’re going to see increased 

hatred for that country. It’s going to become isolated more and 

more on the world scene and there’s not just going to be 

missiles fired at them. The whole world is going to hate that 

little nation and try to destroy it. And then Christ is going to 

come again to set up His kingdom and vindicate that nation. 

 

Now the times of the Gentiles is the time when we have the 

opportunity to know Him. We’re Gentiles. And when that time 

passes, look at verse 26. 

 

v. 26 and thus all Israel will be saved; just as it has been 

written, “The one who is delivering will come from 

Zion, He will remove ungodliness from Jacob.”  

 

“and thus all Israel will be saved;” 

 

Now that doesn’t mean individual Israelites. That’s corporate. 

That’s national. Like we would say, “all the United States. 

The nation of the United States is going to be saved.” We’re 

speaking nationally because we know there are going to be 

exceptions to the case. 

 

There are going to be Jews who are not going to accept Him as 

Messiah. But Paul says when the program comes back in and 

the times of the Gentiles is done, then “all Israel will be 

saved”—nationally or corporately. 
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“just as it has been written,” 

 

And he quotes from Isaiah here. This is Isaiah 59:20 and 

Isaiah 27:9. Both verses are there together.  

 

He says: 

 

“‘The one who is delivering will come from Zion,”—of course 

that’s our Lord Jesus Christ—“He will remove ungodliness 

from Jacob.’”—that’s Israel. 

 

v. 27 “And this is my covenant with them, when I take 

away their sins.”  

 

“‘And this is my covenant with them, when I take away their 

sins.’” 

 

Isn’t that wonderful? God is in the business of taking away 

sin! And God is in the business of restoring people who have 

sinned! And God is in the business of forgiving and cleansing 

and setting us on the path again!  

 

Luke 15—here is God running to get His arms around a son 

that has spent his inheritance in the far country and brings 

him back into the family. 

 

That’s Isaiah 1:18: 

 

Isaiah 1:18 
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“Come now, let us reason together,” 

“Though your sins be as scarlet, 

they shall be as white as snow; 

though they be red like crimson, 

they shall be as wool. 

 

Psalm 51:10 

 

Create in a me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

 

This is David’s prayer after his horrible experience with 

Bathsheba. 

 

Psalm 32:5 

 

Then I acknowledge my sin to you 

and I did not cover up my iniquity 

I said, “I will confess 

my transgressions to the Lord” … 

 

When’s the last time we did that? When’s the last time we just 

sat down and we had a real good long talk with the Lord about 

our sin? Done that recently?  

 

There’s a wonderful passage of scripture in Micah chapter 7. It 

says, “God casts our sins into the depths of the sea.” (ref. 

Micah 7:19)  

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



15 

 

Isn’t that wonderful to know that? We can ask, “God, are You 

sure You do that?” And God just affirmed His Word. “Yes!” 

 

We can ask, “God do You mind just listening to me for about 

the next 30-40 minutes? I’d just like to run these all through 

one more time. And I want to be sure that I name them for 

what they are. I don’t want to make any excuses. I want to tell 

you what it is and I want to name it just like it is. I’m not 

going to try to excuse myself. I’m going to lay myself open to 

You. I want to go for—it’s going to take 30-40 minutes because 

I’ve got a pretty lousy record and I want to get it right with 

You. I don’t want to go out and teach this week without doing 

this. I want it to be right.”  

 

Do we believe that God sees a future for us and then He 

cleanses us?  

 

v. 28 From the standpoint of the gospel they are 

enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of 

God’s choice they are beloved for the sake of the 

fathers;  

 

“From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your 

sake,” 

 

Who are they? That’s the Jews—“they are enemies for your 

sake.” They rejected Christ. They crucified Him and guess 

what happened folks? The mystery is, God brought salvation 

because they’re enemies. 
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Now God’s mad at them too. Is that what it says? Look at the 

rest of that verse.  

 

“but from the standpoint of God’s choice”—WHAT?—“they are 

beloved for the sake of the fathers;” 

 

Is God affected by our rejection of Him? Does God get mad and 

give up and get angry? Look at that! 

 

“they are beloved for the sake of the fathers;” 

 

To them, to us from our perspective, they’re enemies of the 

Cross of Christ because of what they did. And they’re being set 

aside for the present in discipline, not in destruction. And God 

still loves them.  

 

“they are beloved for the sake of the fathers;” 

 

Now who are “the fathers”?  

 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David—all the promises that were 

made to them in the covenants God continues to love them! 

He’s not sad but He made the choice of them. 

 

What does that tell us? That tells us we don’t have any choice 

as a believer either. We better not have an anti-Semitism 

thought in our mind.  

 

Somebody put it this way: 
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How odd of God 

 To choose the Jew, 

But not so odd 

 As those who choose 

The Jewish God 

 And hate the Jew. 

(source unknown) 

 

We have a responsibility to have that same love for them that 

God does because of our relationship to Him. 

 

Now we come to the most important verse in Romans 11, 

because there are some outstanding ramifications in this 

verse. It’s only one phrase so don’t jump over it too quickly. 

 

v. 29 for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.  

 

“for”—REASON. The reason they’re beloved—“the gifts and 

the calling of God are irrevocable.” 

 

Now think on that. This Greek word “irrevocable” is in the 

EMPHATIC POSITION. The most important word in the 

Greek is always first. And they don’t have the sentence like 

we do in English.  

 

We have to pick out the words and translate them and then 

put them in the sentence. Get the verb in its place, get the 

adjectives in their place, get the noun and all the rest of it and 

then we come up with a sentence. 
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In the emphatic position, word number one in verse 29 is the 

word “irrevocable.”  

 

Now what does that word mean? Well let’s use the word non-

negotiable. Here we’re going out on a business deal and we’re 

going to try to work a deal with these guys, and what do we do 

when we go? Our game plan?  

 

There are certain things that are non-negotiable. Then there 

are certain things that are negotiable, where we can 

compromise in hopes to bring the sides together. Right? There 

are some things we’ll say, “Now we just cannot negotiate this.” 

That’s a non-negotiable.  

 

What this tells us in verse 29 is “the gifts and the calling of 

God” are cast in concrete, if we want to just put it in layman’s 

terminology. God is not going to change His mind about any of 

these.  

 

“I’m the Lord God and I change not.” (ref. Malachi 3:6) 

 

He is immutable and He will never back off of a promise that 

is not conditional. God will be faithful to fulfill it. It is not 

going to change. It is a promise that’s given. 

 

 

This passage of scripture is good to close a wedding ceremony: 

 

Psalm 89:33, 34 
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Nevertheless my loving kindness  

will I utterly take from Thee, 

nor suffer my faithfulness to fail. 

My covenant will I not break 

nor alter the thing that has gone out of my lips. 

 

It’s important to say to the new couple, “You have no choice. 

You married your choice. Now the only choice you’ve got is 

whether you’re going to please her or not. Now get busy doing 

it. It’s going to take work."  

 

And that’s the character of God.  

 

“I will not alter anything that has gone out of my lips.”  

 

That’s the message that needs to be proclaimed today. That it 

is a commitment and we honor the commitment by keeping 

the word. And that’s the way God is. 

 

Now it says here that “the gifts and the calling of God are 

irrevocable.” 

 

Now this can be a difficult area for a number of reasons that 

we’re going to get into right now. See the word “gift”? There 

are a lot of people that want to say that doesn’t refer to 

spiritual gifts. But that Greek word is charismata and that 

means “spiritual gifts.”  

 

In Romans 12:9 he outlines all of the spiritual gifts that are 

available to the body.  
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The reason a lot of people want to get around this is because 

they want to teach that if we seek and beg and go through 

certain experiences, we will indeed be able to get God to give 

us a spiritual gift that we don’t have.  

 

Now listen, this says “irrevocable.”  

 

It says “cast in concrete.” We cannot do that. God is sovereign 

and because He is sovereign, He equips everybody who 

becomes a Christian with the tools to have a ministry with his 

brothers and sisters in the body of Christ. And that’s the 

whole function of spiritual gifts. 

 

Spiritual gifts are like a little baby that’s born. When a little 

baby is born, that little baby is born with all the equipment. 

All they need to do is grow it up. It has little hands and little 

eyes and little ears and all the stuff there that just needs to be 

matured and grown up. And that’s the way we are. We have 

all the equipment we’re ever going to get when Jesus Christ 

came into our lives. 

 

Now we need, because we have a stewardship before God, to 

discover what our gift or gifts are and function in the body of 

Christ faithfully because we’re going to be held accountable 

for that gift or gifts at the Judgement Seat of Christ. So we 

need to know what they are and get busy doing them. 

 

Now here are some verses from 1 Corinthians 12 to show us 

God is sovereign when it comes to spiritual gifts. 
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1 Corinthians 12:7 

 

But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 

common good. 

 

That means the gift that’s been given is for the rest of the 

body. 

 

How about: 

 

1 Corinthians 12:11 

 

One and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing 

to each one individually just as He wills. 

 

God is the one who knows how we will function best and 

therefore gifts us the function in that way. 

 

This is a strong one too: 

 

1 Corinthians 12:18 

 

God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, 

just as He desired. 

 

Not as we desire.  

 

There’s one other thing we need to remember and that a 

spiritual gift always points to the other person. It never points 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



22 

 

inward. If our spiritual gift is being used for our personal 

edification or spiritual maturity, we are using it incorrectly. 

God never equipped us with special gifts for our own personal 

advantage or benefit. Knowing that we couldn’t handle it 

because we’d get proud and make other people jealous. 

 

Dr. Donald Anderson said: 

 

“God gives spiritual gifts so we can help others. You know 

what? If my spiritual gift is teaching, and I’ve had a number of 

people say that’s the case, but you know what? I’m here 

tonight because God sent me here to edify you as members of 

the body of Christ.  

 

“And you don’t owe me anything. You can go away kind and 

thoughtful about what you’ve received, if you’ve been blessed. 

And you can go away rejoicing in being edified from the time 

we have had in the Word and that’s wonderful. But there’s no 

obligation. Because if I were doing this for my personal 

benefit, then I’ve disqualified myself in the proper function of 

my spiritual gift. But I’m doing it because I love you and I 

want to edify you with what God has given me. Then I’m 

functioning properly.” 

 

And whatever gift God has given us, that’s exactly the way 

we’re supposed to use it. When studying the text, it’s difficult 

to understand why “gifts” all of a sudden comes into the end of 

chapter 11 until we look over to chapter 12 and Paul didn’t 

have chapter divisions. Just nine verses down the way he 

outlines all of the spiritual gifts and talks about teaching and 
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administration and tongues and interpreting tongues and 

helps and all of them. So he does immediately move into it. 

 

So rather than be offended, let’s look at the verse from the 

standpoint that God is sovereign, He grants us tools for 

ministry, and as we’re faithful to exercise those tools, other 

people are going to be edified as a result of it. They are not 

going to be changed. 

 

When God makes a promise, He means to keep it.  

 

Remember Mary Poppins? When Mary finally, after that first 

day and the children were totally overwhelmed, and she 

tucked them into bed, the children full of excitement said, 

“Will you stay with us if we promise to be good?” And Mary 

said as she tucked them in, “That’s a piecrust promise.” 

Remember that? Easily made and easily broken. 

 

And those are the kind of promises we make to God a lot of 

times, isn’t it? In the fox hole and the bullets are whizzing 

around: “God if I get out of here, I’ll serve You the rest of my 

life!” Easily made, and we get back in comfort, easily broken. 

 

We’re getting ready to end the whole argument of Romans 9, 

10 and 11.  

 

These last three verses talk about one subject and that subject 

is MERCY. 

 

The word “mercy” occurs FOUR TIMES in these last three 
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verses. And it’s a focus on the fact that all of us have one thing 

in common—Jews and Gentiles—we all need mercy. Look at 

it.  

 

v. 30 For just as you once were disobedient to God, but 

now have been shown mercy because of their 

disobedience,  

 

“For just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have 

been shown mercy because of their disobedience,”—that is the 

Jews— “[you] now have been shown mercy.” 

 

What’s “mercy”? 

 

Patsy Clairmont has this to say in her book: 

 

(God Uses Cracked Pots by Patsy Clairmont) 

 

I was so familiar with our five-mile stretch of country road 

into town that I developed a rhythm to my driving. Sometimes 

my rhythm was faster than the posted pace. 

 After following me into town on several occasions, Les 

mentioned I needed to lighten up on my footwork. 

 At times when I drove to town, I wouldn’t remember the 

ride in because I was on autopilot. I knew every curve and 

turn by heart, and my mind tended to wander. 

 Often I would sing my way to town, and if the song 

happened to be a bouncy one, without realizing it, I would 

drive to the beat. This wasn’t a problem if I was singing “How 

Great Thou Art.” However, when I got into the rousing chorus 
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of “I’ll Fly Away,” [I did, you know]… 

 On one particularly beautiful [morning], I was on my way 

to speak for an area women’s retreat. My six-year-old, Jason, 

was in the back seat, looking forward to seeing his friends at 

the child-care room. I was into the rhythm of the road while I 

rehearsed my opening thoughts with great enthusiasm. 

 I glanced in my rearview mirror as something beckoned 

for my attention. There I spotted someone else who seemed to 

be quite enthusiastic in his desire to share some thoughts 

with me. A colorful character. I could tell by the red and blue 

circular lights on his car. 

 As he approached my car, I couldn’t help chuckling as I 

pictured Les doing the “I told you so” nod. 

 Jason questioned, “Mom, why are you laughing?”  

 “Oh, honey, it’s just Daddy told me this would happen one 

day.”  

 The nice officer was not laughing. He leaned down and 

boomed with a voice that instantly reduced me to a teeny 

person, “And where are we going in such a hurry?” 

 I meekly looked into his convicting face and whispered, 

“Church.”  

 “You’re kidding!” he bellowed. 

 “I’m the speaker,” I confessed. “My topic is ‘Renewed 

Living.’ I guess I’m not doing too well…with it,” I trailed off, 

wishing I could disappear.  

 He asked me a series of intelligent questions that I could 

not answer with any degree of accuracy—things like “Where is 

your car registration?” and “Where is your title?” 

 I was totally in the wrong, which was obvious to all of us.  

 So I was amazed when he announced, “I’m going to let you 
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go without a ticket, but you must slow down and place the 

proper papers in your car.” 

 That day the officer was like Jesus. He extended mercy 

when I didn’t deserve it. 

 

 Need another chance? 

pp. 61-62 

 

God is in the business of giving other chances. 

 

A lot of people out there hurt and are in desperate need of 

mercy but we’re missing them. We kind of have a tendency to 

get in our little cliques, into our little fellowships. God’s going 

to throw a flag for delay of game because we are not reaching 

out to people who really, really hurt. And ministering to them 

in an effective way with the spiritual gifts that God has given 

us. 

 

And may God cause us to realize there are lots of people who 

need mercy. But guess what? We each need more of it than 

anybody else. And when we have a real true picture of 

ourselves, we’re going to say exactly the same thing. 

 

When the arresting officer looks at our life, the only hope for 

us is mercy—Look at verse 31. 

 

v. 31 so these also now have been disobedient, in order 

that because of the mercy shown to you they also 

may now be shown mercy.  
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“so these also now have been disobedient, in order that 

because of the mercy shown to you they also may now be 

shown mercy.” 

 

God is going to restore them! They too are going to be shown 

mercy.  

 

Look at that last verse in the study. 

 

v. 32 For God shut up all in disobedience in order that 

He might show mercy to all.  

 

“For God shut up all in disobedience in order that He might” 

round up everybody up for judgment.  

 

Is that what the text says? That’s what people think! God is 

just so mean. He’s rounding everybody up in the prison 

house—shutting them up and looking forward to judgment. 

 

What does that verse say? 

 

“in order that He might show mercy to all.” 

 

Both to the Jew and to the Gentile—that’s Romans 3:19. 

 

Romans 3:19 

 

that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may 

become guilty before God; 
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J. B. Phillips translates that: 

 

May the excuse die on every lip. 

(source unknown) 

 

The problem with us is we don’t know that we need mercy. 

And there has to come into our lives experiences and things 

that happen just like with Patsy Clairmont. We have to see 

the blue flashing lights and we have to be arrested in our 

tracks and be convinced that we need mercy from a sovereign 

God who waits to bless! 

 

Paul Harvey told the neatest story about these guys in De 

Land, Florida. These officers were trying to handle the 

narcotics situation down there. What they did is they put up a 

great big yellow diamond sign on the road into De Land and it 

said: NARCOTICS INSPECTION AHEAD.  

 

Now there really wasn’t but every car that made an illegal U-

turn and tried to go the other way got picked up on the other 

side of the street. And the American Civil Liberties Union 

tried to object to the whole thing. 

 

(From Paul Harvey’s For What It’s Worth edited by Paul 

Harvey, Jr) 

 

You know, what does it take to convince us that we’ve lost 

orientation? That we’re guilty? That we’re wrong? And that 

we’re not righteous enough? And that we’re falling behind on a 

regular basis and we’ve got an impossible debt that we can’t 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



29 

 

handle? What would it take to convince us of that? 

p. 66 (paraphrased) 

 

And we’re going to have to do something about the problem.  

 

Psalm 139:23 

 

Search me, O God, and know my heart; 

try me and know my thoughts. 

 

When we think of sin we don’t think of adultery and murder 

and all of that big stuff.  

 

Jerry Bridges said it so well in his book Transforming Grace: 

 

(Transforming Grace by Jerry Bridges) 

 

 When I read, “Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will 

never count against him” (emphasis added), I wept with joy 

and gratitude. What a fantastic encouragement that God will 

never judge me for any of my sins. I know I have as wicked a 

sinful nature as anyone else, and apart from the sanctifying 

influence of the Holy Spirit in my life, I am fully capable of the 

so-called gross sins of immorality, drunkenness, stealing, and 

the like. But those are not the sins that trouble me at this 

time. [Rather, I struggle with a critical attitude. Those 

“refined” sins of selfishness, and pride, and impatience, and a 

judgmental spirit.] 

p. 82  
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That’s getting down on our knees and acknowledging the 

things that are not right before God and realizing it’s those 

very sins that can send us to hell like something else that’s 

just as dramatic that we call the big sins. And in God’s sight, 

sin is sin. There are no big ones and no little ones. It’s all sin. 

 

But He wants to show mercy and He’s available to do that. 

 

Now there are eleven lessons that come from our study.  

 

LESSON #1: We are in desperate need of another dose of 

God’s sovereignty. 

 

LESSON #2: Much of our praying focuses upon our personal 

discontent with what God has allowed. We think we know 

what is best for us. 

 

LESSON #3: The mystery is God’s sovereign purpose being 

revealed which is bringing Gentiles into a place of blessing 

while Israel is set aside out of a place of fruitfulness. 

 

LESSON #4: Hardening of Israel is only in part. Some Jews 

will come to Christ. 

 

LESSON #5: There is no place in the body of Christ for our 

thinking that we know it all. 

 

LESSON #6: The restoration of Israel is not only possible and 

probable but actually has been prophesied. 
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LESSON #7: God is not sorry for His gifts to and His calling of 

the Jews. 

 

LESSON #8: The gifts and the calling of God are non-

negotiable. 

 

LESSON #9: Nothing can change God’s mind in these areas of 

His choice, His calling, and His covenants. 

 

LESSON #10: The world has been shown mercy because of 

Israel’s disobedience. 

 

LESSON #11: God has locked up all in the prison house of 

disobedience in order that He may have mercy upon all. 

 

We’re going to conclude with some statements from some key 

individuals. This first statement comes from Dave Dravecky 

who was a pitcher for the San Francisco Giants. He had his 

whole arm amputated because of cancer. Listen to what he 

says: 

 

(Comeback by Dave Dravecky with Tim Stafford) 

 

Life isn’t always fair, at least in the short run, but the Bible 

taught me [get this, brand new believer] not to confuse life 

with God. When you’re confronted with trouble you don’t ask, 

“Why me?” You ask God, “What do you want me to do in this 

situation?” 

 Because the God who revealed himself as Jesus is full of 

love. He never deserts his children. Janice and I entered this 
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difficult period, when life was often beyond our control, with a 

deep conviction that God was for us. Jesus had given his life 

for us. There was nothing else—no other good thing—he 

would withhold. We expected to see God’s love in whatever 

came—however strange the twists and turns of the road might 

be. That fundamental belief gave us a deep well of hope to 

draw from. 

p. 78 

 

Then this comes from Dave Roper: 

 

(The Strength of a Man by David Roper) 

 

 And if our money doesn’t go, then sooner or later we do, 

and we can’t take it with us. Our sure demise is like that of 

the stockbroker who encountered a genie on the way to the 

office and when given a wish asked for a copy of his local 

newspaper one year [ahead of time]. He hurriedly turned to 

the market page to plan his killing in stocks, but he got more 

than he bargained for. On the opposite page, he spied his 

picture in an obituary, describing his death in an automobile 

accident. 

pp. 100-1 

 

Those things help us realize where our priorities are when we 

recognize that could be us tomorrow. Our lives would be over.  

 

But are people going to have to guess about where we’re 

coming from or do they really know? 
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There’s a legend from the Civil War about Sherman. He has 

his whole army behind him. Out behind an old smokehouse 

comes a little silver-headed lady with her apron on, her hair is 

bedraggled and her apron is dirty and she’s got her broom. 

And she runs right up to Sherman’s horse and starts to beat it 

with a broom. And as Sherman tries to go around her, she 

runs over in front of him and swats him with her broom! 

Finally he said, “Lady don’t you realize you’re outnumbered. 

My whole army is behind me, we’re all on horseback and 

you’re only one little old lady?” And do you know what she 

said? “Shucks, I know that, son! I just wanted to make sure 

everyone understands whose side I’m on! You know I want 

them to know! I want them to be sure and recognize it.”  

(source unknown) 

 

Do people really know whose side we’re on?  

 

In Our Daily Bread John Newton said: 

 

“I am not what I ought to be. How imperfect and deficient I 

am! I am not what I wish to be, although I abhor that which is 

evil and would cleave to what is good. I am not what I hope to 

be, but soon I shall put off mortality, and with it all 

sin…Though I am not what I ought to be, nor what I wish to 

be, nor yet what I hope to be, I can truly say I am not what I 

once was; a slave to sin and Satan. I can heartily join with the 

apostle and acknowledge that by the grace of God I am what I 

am!” 

 

(from Our Daily Bread, Saturday, February 15, year 
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unknown) 

 

Father, we thank You for Your Word. Thank You for the 

opportunity to study together. Thank you that we sense the 

Holy Spirit taking these words from these verses and making 

them come alive for us. We ask now that the lessons that come 

from the passage will not be easily forgotten, that we take 

them with us and think them over and be quick to implement 

in our lives what we know. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

 

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

Study Number Twenty-Seven – Romans 11:25-32 

 

            NOTES 
v. 25 For I am not desiring you to be uninformed, brethren, 

concerning this mystery, in order that you may not be wise in your 

own estimation, that hardening in part has come to Israel until the 

fulness of the Gentiles has come in; 

v. 26 and thus all Israel will be saved; just as it has been written, 

“The one who is delivering will come from Zion, He will remove 

ungodliness from Jacob.” 

v. 27 “And this is my covenant with them, when I take away their 

sins.” 

v. 28 From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your 

sake, but from the standpoint of God’s choice they are beloved for 

the sake of the fathers; 

v. 29 for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 

v. 30 For just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have 

been shown mercy because of their disobedience, 

v. 31 so these also now have been disobedient, in order that 

because of the mercy shown to you they also may now be shown 

mercy. 

 

v. 32 For God shut up all in disobedience in order that He might 

show mercy to all. 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Romans 11:25-32 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What has happened to Israel and how long will it last, 

according to verse 25? 

 

 

 

 

3. What is going to happen to Israel, according to verse 26? 

 

 

 

 

4. What is God going to do, according to verse 27? 
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5. Describe Israel’s relationship to the gospel and to God’s 

choice in verse 28. 

 

 

 

 

6. How are the gifts and the calling of God characterized in 

verse 29? 

 

 

 

 

7. What has God done for the Gentiles, according to verse 30? 

 

 

 

 

8. Why did God shut up all in disobedience, according to  

verse 32? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: We are in desperate need of another dose of 

God’s sovereignty. 

 

LESSON #2: Much of our praying focuses upon our personal 

discontent with what God has allowed. We think we know 

what is best for us. 

 

LESSON #3: The mystery is God’s sovereign purpose being 

revealed, which is bringing Gentiles into a place of 

promise while Israel is set aside out of a place of 

fruitfulness. 

 

LESSON #4: The hardening of Israel is only in part. Some 

Jews will come to Christ. 

 

LESSON #5: There is no place in the body of Christ for our 

thinking we know it all. 
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LESSON #6: The restoration of Israel is not only possible and 

probable but actually has been prophesied. 

 

LESSON #7: God is not sorry for His gifts to and His calling of 

the Jews. 

 

LESSON #8: The gifts and the calling of God are non-

negotiable. 

 

LESSON #9: Nothing can change God’s mind in these areas of 

His choice, His calling, and His covenants. 

 

LESSON #10: The world has been shown mercy because of 

Israel’s disobedience. 

 

LESSON #11: God has locked up all in the prison of 

disobedience in order that He may have mercy on all. 
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