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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

 

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

Study Number Twenty-Eight – Romans 11:33-36 

 

 

’’In Greek mythology ’there’s a character by the name of 

Narcissus. He jilted many lovers and the Greek gods became 

very angry at him. As a result, they punished Narcissus by 

causing him to fall in love with his own reflection in a pool of 

water.  

 

(To Love Mercy: Becoming a Person of Compassion, 

Acceptance, and Forgiveness by C. Samuel Storms) 

 

 The self-obsessed lunacy of Narcissus, unfortunately, did 

not die when he did. As one modern writer has observed: 

 

There once was a nymph named Narcissus,  

 Who thought himself very delicious; 

 So he stared like a fool 

 At his face in a pool, 

 And his folly today is still with us. 

p. 55 

 

Robert Raines has written quite a number of prayers and his 
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prayers are so transparent that it makes us almost feel 

uncomfortable because he’s telling it like we would like to say 

it but we wouldn’t want to be that transparent.  

 

(Better Homes and Jungles. Renamed Family Survival in the 

American Jungle by Steve Farrar) 

 

Lord, I size up other people, 

 in terms of what they can do for me; 

 how they can further my program, 

  feed my ego, 

  satisfy my needs, 

  give me strategic advantage. 

I exploit people, 

 ostensibly for your sake, 

 but really for my own sake. 

Lord, I turn to you 

 to get the inside track 

 and obtain special favors, 

  your direction for my schemes, 

  your power for my projects, 

  your sanction for my ambitions, 

  your blank checks for whatever I want. 

p. 28 

 

Lewis Smedes wrote the following in one of his books: 

 

(A Pretty Good Person: What It Takes to Live with Courage, 

Gratitude and Integrity by Lewis B. Smedes) 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



3 

 

Most of all we can shape our feelings of gratitude by thinking 

straight about the primordial fact of existence: The only 

reason why any of us should exist at all lies in the mystery of 

why the Creator should have desired to share the gift of life. 

 We take our every step in the energy of mercy. We 

breathe every breath in the atmosphere of grace. We think 

every thought, feel every feeling, through the power of 

creative love. We see each flower, taste each drop of water, 

sense the presence of each person around us, through the gift 

of consciousness. When we see all this with our inner eye, we 

will need no one to tell us we ought to be grateful. 

p. 24 

 

Are we filled with gratitude and praise and joy? Or have we 

been looking at our own reflection in the pool?  

 

We can get miserable and we can feel pretty lousy if we’re just 

looking at ourselves in the pool. But when we get our eyes 

heavenward and we start to look to our heavenly Father, we 

get a smile on our face and joy in our heart and we’re excited 

about what’s going to happen each day. It all depends on 

where we look. 

 

Henry Brandt in his book tells the story of a dear lady who 

had some very frustrating circumstances in her life. But she is 

so triumphant and victorious it makes us understand the 

difference and we don’t have any problem being able to tell 

where she’s looking. 

 

(When You’re Tired of Treating the Symptoms and You’re 
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Ready for a Cure, Give Me a Call: 18 Lessons for Making 

Changes That Last by Henry R. Brandt)  

 

 My friend Sue lived in Nairobi, East Africa, when she 

received word that her brother had died suddenly. She decided 

to go to California to be with her sister-in-law and attend a 

memorial service for him. The trip from Nairobi to Los 

Angeles was a long, demanding journey and she realized that 

if she ever needed peace and joy, it was now. 

 As she started out on her long journey, she prayed for the 

fruit of the Spirit, peace and joy, to be her companion. 

 It was an uneventful trip until she arrived in Dallas. The 

flight from Dallas to Los Angeles was overbooked and she 

found herself on the waiting list. One by one names were 

called and she watched the passengers go on board. 

 It occurred to her that she might not get on this flight 

which meant she would miss the memorial service [for her 

brother]. Because she had prayed that she would get there in 

time for the service, it never occurred to her that she would 

miss it after traveling ten thousand miles. The thought crept 

into her mind that if she were to enjoy this moment, it would 

have to be in Dallas, wait-listed, and likely to miss the plane. 

 In fact, she did miss the plane. Only a miracle could give 

her joy in her heart in this situation, and she needed it now 

more than ever. At this point she could enjoy making the best 

of the predicament, or she could be unhappy and bitter. Either 

way, she was stuck in Dallas. 

 She chose to ask the Lord to fill her with His joy and God 

responded to her request. She has the same option every day. 

We all do. 
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p. 181 

 

We make choices. And when we are content to make selfish 

demands on people and to look at ourselves in the pool and 

say “poor me” and “woe is me” we are not going to be a 

blessing to anybody. But when we begin to look heavenward 

and our mouths are filled with praise and our hearts are filled 

with joy because there’s a sovereign God in control of the 

universe, it makes all the difference in the world. 

 

Schimmels wrote All I Really Need to Know I Learned in 

Sunday School. Kind of an off-take of Fulghum’s book All I 

Ever Really Needed to Know I Learned in Kindergarten. He 

says the neatest thing.  

 

(All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Sunday School by 

Cliff Schimmels) 

 

He says, “you know it was fifty years ago and I was in Sunday 

School but the best thing we ever did in Sunday School is we 

sung before we studied.”  

 

He said, “I think we ought to sing before we study.” He says, 

“Now for instance, I’ve always been an advocate that when the 

judge came and everybody stood up, everybody ought to sing 

‘On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand’ and then the court would be 

a whole lot different.” And he says, “Can you imagine in your 

wildest dreams what it would be like if at the very point of 

time for a launch into space, everybody stopped and sang 

‘Amazing Grace’ or ‘How Great Thou Art’? How peaceful 
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they’d become.  

 

“Or when they have these international congresses and these 

guys look like they’ve lost sleep and they’d rather be anywhere 

else but there in those big meetings, why don’t they just stop 

all of a sudden and sing a ‘Do Lord’ and ‘Deep and Wide,’ and 

it’d change everybody’s whole attitude. 

pp. 24-25, paraphrased 

 

He has a point. So does Barbara Johnson when she says: 

 

(Stick a Geranium in Your Hat and Be Happy! by Barbara 

Johnson) 

 

 We all know there are 365 days in a year, but I believe  

there are only three days we should be concerned about … 

And two of those days we can do nothing about—yesterday 

and tomorrow. Yesterday is a canceled check, and tomorrow is 

a promissory note. But today is cash, ready for us to spend in 

living, and ’that’s why I say wake up and rejoice and take 

advantage of the FRESH START. There are no mistakes, 

nothing has happened, and nobody has goofed it up—“we’ve 

got today!” We’ve got another chance! 

p. 11 

 

She said, “I saw a bumper sticker that said”: 

 

(Stick a Geranium in Your Hat and Be Happy! by Barbara 

Johnson) 
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If we ’weren’t meant to keep starting over… 

 would God have granted us Monday? 

p. 96 

 

He gives us Mondays to start over. 

 

Now the neat thing about the apostle Paul is he had no 

problem singing. And boy does he scrape the heavens. These 

four verses are probably the greatest verses of praise to God in 

all the text of scripture. There are some fabulous praises of 

God in the Psalms, but these four verses are powerful. 

 

Remember now in our section we began in Romans chapter 9. 

Paul was in great sorrow for Israel. And he has taught us in 

these chapters that God has a sovereign right to choose Israel.  

 

He chose Isaac instead of Ishmael. 

 

He chose Jacob instead of Esau. 

 

He chose to let Pharaoh self-destruct. 

 

But in chapter 10 when the children of Israel rejected Christ, 

at that point they were set aside in discipline. And God has a 

right to set them aside in discipline. What does that mean? 

They’ve been taken away from the blessings of the Abrahamic 

covenant. 

 

But hidden in that secret is the wonderful wisdom of God in 

providing salvation for the whole world. And so we got excited! 
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We didn’t know it. We didn’t understand it. It was a mystery 

but it’s been revealed. Salvation goes to the whole world.  

 

Chapter 11 has been spent almost totally on two words. There 

is a REMNANT and God is going to RESTORE Israel.  

 

REMNANT and RESTORATION. 

 

And Paul says, “Hey look, I’m part of the remnant. I’m a Jew 

that met Christ on the Damascus Road.” And so we know that 

there is a remnant of believing Israel. But the day’s soon 

coming when God is going to be faithful to fulfill all those 

promises and Israel is going to be restored. 

 

Now basically when we finished our last study, we finished it. 

All that’s left is a closing hymn.  

 

William Barclay calls these four verses: 

 

THE CRY OF THE ADORING HEART 

(source unknown) 

 

What a neat way to talk about what Paul’s getting ready to do.  

 

It is PRAISE for His PURPOSE and His PROMISES. 

 

Psalm 104:33 

 

I will sing to the Lord all my life, 

I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 
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Now there are a number of places in Paul’s writings where he 

gets excited about something and he just bursts out in adoring 

praise.  

 

In Romans 8:38 and 39, when he gets to the end of that great 

eighth chapter, he says, “Nothing can separate us from the 

love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” And he makes 

this big long list of all the things that we think could, but 

nothing can separate us, and so he’s praising God. 

 

In Ephesians chapter 3 he spent three chapters developing the 

whole idea of the church, the body of Christ. When he gets 

down to Ephesians 3:20 he says: 

 

Ephesians 3:20 

 

Now unto Him who is able to do exceeding abundant above all 

we can ask or think. 

 

He praises God! And here we are. Theology has turned to 

DOXOLOGY. He now is praising God for these wonderful 

things. 

 

These four verses are an outburst of praise for the first eleven 

chapters. Because after these four verses, when we get to 

chapter 12 all the way to 16, it’s PRACTICAL. He’s telling us 

how to live in view of what God has done in developing a 

relationship for us.  
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So this is really the end of the teaching section of this 

wonderful epistle—these eleven chapters—and he stops and 

he praises God. We need to praise Him as well.  

 

We need to get our eyes off of our reflection in a pool and the 

things we don’t have and the things that have happened to us 

and the things that have been done to us and the things we’ve 

done, and look heavenward for a fresh vision of our Lord. And 

leave with a song in our heart, praising Him for His purpose, 

His plan and His promises. 

 

v. 33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 

knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 

judgments and incomprehensible His ways! 

 

“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 

of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and 

incomprehensible His ways!” 

 

Now let’s just take that and work on that for just a little bit 

here and see if we can’t make this first verse come alive. 

 

Now what we have here is an assignment as we make the first 

verse come alive, and the questions in the next two verses will 

also be very meaningful. Then he will close with a wonderful 

verse—verse 36—that wraps it all up so we can tell where 

we’re going. 

 

He starts out with the phrase: 
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“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 

of God!” 

 

And when we come to the word “depth” we think of water, 

don’t we? We think that water is really deep. And Paul is 

saying, “Listen, there’s no bottom to the riches of God’s 

wisdom and of His knowledge.” 

 

Paul says: 

 

“O the depth of” TWO THINGS: 

 

1. “the depth…of the wisdom” and 

 

2. “the…knowledge of God!” 

 

Now what’s wisdom?  

 

Wisdom is the ability to take knowledge and put it to our 

advantage or to make good use of knowledge.  

 

Now we don’t have any problem with the knowledge of God, do 

we? If we’ve done our study on the attributes of God, we know 

God is omniscient. That means He’s “all knowing.” He knows 

everything.  

 

So when it comes to the depth of knowledge we have to say 

nobody would beat God because He knows everything. But 

when it comes to “wisdom,” sometimes it’s hard for us to be 

convinced.  

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



12 

 

 

How hard is that to believe? God’s wisdom is that He can take 

our mistakes and our miserable failures and He can turn 

around and make something good out of them.  

 

When we’ve made a mistake or we’ve botched something up 

and we think it’s the end, God takes our mistakes and turns 

around and makes it something beautiful. Now that takes 

some phenomenal wisdom and work to be able to pull that off. 

But God has that kind of wisdom and He can do those kinds of 

things. 

 

We saw a little bit of His wisdom already in that when He sets 

Israel aside, He opens the mystery and says now the gospel’s 

going to go to the whole world. And when the gospel goes to 

the whole world, the Jews are going to get jealous and so 

they’re going to want it too! So God’s wisdom unfolds before us 

in a wonderful plan. 

 

So right here in the first verse that we studied, Paul says: “O 

the depths”—BOTH—“of the wisdom and the knowledge of 

God!” 

 

1 Corinthians 2:10 

 

For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit 

searches all things, even the depths of God. 

 

Now let’s look at the rest of our verse. We have that part in 

there. Let’s put the rest of it together. 
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“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 

of God!” 

 

Now what does he say? 

 

“How unsearchable are His judgments and incomprehensible 

His ways!” 

 

Now, let’s put some words together here. Let’s take the word 

“knowledge” and put “ways” with it. And let’s take the word 

“wisdom” and put the word “judgments” with it. 

 

Now if we do that, God has the “wisdom” to make 

“judgments.” 

 

God has the wisdom to make decisions on a daily basis that 

affect our lives. And His wisdom is so tremendous that He can 

make decisions this very day that relate to our lives that will 

accomplish His purpose.  

 

So “wisdom,” “judgments,” decisions. 

 

He says of these “judgments” or these decisions, they are 

UNSEARCHABLE. That word is only found here in the New 

Testament. That means God’s sovereign decisions, His 

decrees, His disposals are all unsearchable. We can’t know 

why God does things or allows things. 

 

We have to come to the place that when we cannot explain 
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things in our lives, that we don’t ever doubt God’s goodness. 

 

Realize that His judgments are beyond us! And when 

decisions are made by God that seem inconsistent with His 

character or His plan, we have to trust God. Because He has a 

whole lot more wisdom than we do and He has a whole lot 

more knowledge than we do. And He knows a whole lot of 

things we don’t know. So we’re forced in those kind of 

situations to say, “I understand that I don’t understand.” 

 

“How unsearchable are His judgments”—but notice the next 

phrase—“incomprehensible His ways!” 

 

Now that little word—incomprehensible”—occurs in 

Ephesians 3:8 and that’s the only place it occurs in the New 

Testament. It says: 

 

Ephesians 3:8 (NASB) 

 

To me, the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to 

preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, 

 

Let’s translate it a little differently, okay? Because there is a 

legitimate meaning of this word that will really help. 

 

When it comes to the ways of God, we’re talking about 

direction now, in the “unsearchable … judgments” we’re 

talking about decisions. But when we get down here to 

“incomprehensible … ways” we’re talking about the way God 

is leading us and the path we’re going on. Aren’t we? 
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What’s that mean? That means TRACE OUT. It means to 

track. It means to follow footprints. 

 

What this is telling us is it’s impossible to follow God’s 

footprints. It’s impossible for me to track Him and then be 

able to anticipate what He’s going to do in a given set of 

circumstances.  

 

We cease to trust when we can put it on automatic pilot and 

just follow some footprints or follow a road. With God that’s 

impossible. We can’t trace Him or track Him down. That’s: 

 

Psalm 77:19 

 

your path led through the sea, 

your way through the mighty waters, 

though your footprints were not seen. 

 

In other words, we can’t put it all together. It’s inscrutable, it’s 

“incomprehensible.” We can’t track Him out. 

 

Now here are a few verses that will kind of come alive here 

with this. 

 

Isaiah 55:8-11 

 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways,” 

saith the Lord. 
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“For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

so are my ways higher than your ways 

and my thoughts than your thoughts…. 

 

Proverbs 3:5, 6 

 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 

lean not on your own understanding; 

in all your ways acknowledge him, 

and he will direct your path. 

 

He will trace out our steps. He will sovereignly lead us. 

 

Psalm 37:23 

 

The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, 

and he delights in His way. 

 

One theology professor really said it accurately: 

 

(Uneasy Manhood: The Quest for Self-Understanding by 

Robert Hicks) 

 

… “God’s will is what happened. That’s as far as I can take it.”  

p. 196 

 

That’s a pretty safe place to be. It was His will that happened 

and we’re just going to have to trust Him. 

 

Haddon Robinson put it this way: 
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(The Solid Rock Construction Company by Haddon W. 

Robinson) 

 

 Worry is needless, senseless, useless, faithless, godless, 

pointless, and last, it is impractical. “Each day has enough 

trouble of its own” (v. 34). One of the most difficult things to 

do is to live one day at a time. People keep ruining all their 

todays by mixing spoiled yesterdays or unripe tomorrows into 

their stew. Some people live with yesterday’s slights, grudges, 

and guilt. Something bad happened to them, and they can’t 

forget it. Other people live with tomorrow’s threats, evil, and 

sorrow. Something fearful might happen to them, and they 

can’t ignore it. Helmut Thielicke called this “wandering in 

times not our own.” 

 If we don’t live a day at a time, Jesus argued, we spoil all 

of life. God divided life into bite-size chunks called days, and 

trying to chew more than one at a time can choke us. 

p. 74 

 

So life by the inch is a synch and by the yard it’s hard! 

 

James Kennedy in his book Turn It to Gold, says this: 

 

(Turn It to Gold by D. James Kennedy) 

 

 Our world is full of the inexplicable, the inscrutable, the 

unfathomable, the impassable, and the insurmountable. We 

cannot take three steps in any direction without running into 

a solid wall of mysteries, riddles, paradoxes, and profundities. 
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We constantly confront problems we cannot solve, labyrinths 

we cannot find our way out of, hieroglyphics we cannot 

decipher, sphinxes that simply will not speak. Life is full of 

puzzles! 

pp. 7-8 

 

Yes! It’s because in His decisions it’s beyond us! And in His 

direction, we can’t trace His steps! It’s untraceable.  

 

Now isn’t that a wonderful verse? That starts this whole 

passage. 

 

Now in verses 34 and 35, he’s going to ask three real hard 

questions of us, in view of the fact that His decisions are 

beyond us and His direction we can’t trace and make any 

sense out of it. Then let’s talk about some of the questions that 

come out of that.  

 

Verses 34 and 35 have THREE QUESTIONS. That’s all these 

two verses are made of and then we’re going to wrap it up 

with verse 36. 

 

v. 34 For whoever knew the mind of the Lord? or who 

became His counselor?  

 

“For whoever knew the mind of the Lord? or”—second 

question—“who became His counselor?” 

 

1. First of all, “whoever knew the mind of the Lord?” 
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Have we ever tried to anticipate what God was going to do? Of 

course, none of us ever have. Who ever thought that we could 

think His thoughts so that we could really know how He’s 

going to handle a situation? 

 

Donald Grey Barnhouse said it so well: 

 

 Oh, if we could only learn that God does not need us but 

that we need him.  

(source unknown) 

 

We come and we think His thoughts—we think—but we really 

don’t. We’re so limited.  

 

1. “whoever knew the mind of the Lord?”  

 

That’s a good question.  

 

Nobody. 

 

This gets a little convicting. Or whoever gave God any advice?  

 

Ever try that? We’re full of all kinds of good advice and we 

think we’re telling God something He’d never thought of. We 

do that in our prayers all the time, don’t we?  

 

2. “or whoever became His counselor?” 

 

That’s the only time this word occurs in the New Testament 

too. We do that. 
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J. Vernon McGee says there are a lot of church boards that do 

that. They’re giving God all kinds of advice and counsel as to 

how He’s supposed to do it. 

(source unknown) 

 

In the life of Jesus, He never asked for legitimate advice. Ever 

notice that about His life? Except once and it wasn’t 

legitimate.  

 

Remember in John chapter 6 when there are 5,000 people 

there that are hungry? Jesus turns to Philip because he’s in 

charge of food service and He says, “Philip, where can we get 

bread that these may eat?” He’s asking for advice, huh? But 

the text says in parentheses He only did it to test Philip 

because He already knew what He was going to do. And when 

Philip got his menu calculating plan out he says, “two 

hundred pennyworth of bread wouldn’t feed them!” In other 

words, send them home. 

 

Notice the Lord doesn’t follow his advice. He says, “Tell them 

to sit down.” And so He takes 5 loaves and a couple of fish and 

feeds 5,000 people and gives them twelve baskets full back.  

 

God doesn’t need our advice! He has the wisdom to make the 

decisions and the judgment! He knows how to handle it! We 

can’t think His thoughts because it’s incomprehensible. It’s 

beyond us to think the way He thinks. And we could never 

think of something that He’s never thought of. 
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Patsy Clairmont is transparent enough to tell it like it is. 

Listen to this: 

 

(God Uses Cracked Pots by Patsy Clairmont) 

 

I am the type of person who can walk from one room to 

another and not know why I’ve gone there. I know I had a 

reason when I began my trek, but I lost it on the way. 

Sometimes I try backing up in hopes it might come to me. 

 My family can usually tell this is the problem by the 

bewildered look on my face. Walking in reverse also seems to 

be a giveaway. Sometimes they try to help and other times 

they just let me wander aimlessly, figuring I’ll wise up or wear 

out. 

 I try to blame this forgetfulness on age. But those who 

have known me for years remind me that my wires have never 

all been touching, although turning forty has seemed to loosen 

a few more. 

 I read in an article that after we turn forty, one thousand 

brain cells die each day. But according to the writer, it doesn’t 

matter because we have millions…or was that billions, 

anyway lots of them. My problem is the cells I’ve been losing 

were filled with valuable information I meant to retain—like 

where I’m going, how old I am, the names of family members, 

etc. 

 Names. Isn’t it embarrassing when you know you know 

but you draw a blank? I realize that our names are important 

to us, and we don’t want to be forgotten. That’s why I think 

name tags should be mandatory. They should be pinned on us 

at birth and removed after the funeral. Think of all the 
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awkward moments that could alleviate. 

 The guy, oh, what’s his name, who sang “I Left My Heart 

in San Francisco” doesn’t know how lucky he is. I left my 

bifocals in Indiana, my alarm clock in Ohio, my Bible on an 

airplane heading for Texas, my slip in Colorado, and heaven 

only knows where my watch is…probably with my sunglasses 

and keys. 

 Have you ever been digging through a drawer when all of 

a sudden you realize you don’t know what you’re looking for? 

If anyone is watching me, I just keep digging. I’ve found a lot 

of lost items that way. 

 It’s disconcerting for me to dial the phone, and by the time 

the call connects, to find my mind has disconnected—I’ve 

forgotten whom I’m calling. Sometimes I hang up until I 

remember. Other times I listen in hopes I’ll recognize the 

voice. Occasionally I’ve been brave and confessed to the 

anonymous party that I can’t remember whom I dialed and 

hope they’ll claim me. 

 

 The point I’m trying to make is….is…. 

pp. 15-16 

 

That is where we belong. We can’t think like He thinks. We 

have limitations.  

 

v. 35 Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid 

back to him again?  

 

“Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid back to 

him again?” 
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That’s Job 41:10: 

 

Job 41:10 

 

Who has a claim against me that I’ve got to pay? 

Everything under heaven belongs to me. 

 

When it comes to Christmastime, we know the total 

frustration of trying to give a gift to somebody who has 

everything? That’s like God. We cannot give a gift to God! 

Because it all belongs to Him anyway. 

 

We say, “Oh I can give Him my heart!” He owns that twice. He 

created us.  

 

We read in 1 Corinthians: 

 

1 Corinthians 6:19, 20 

 

What know ye not that your body is a temple of the Holy 

Ghost which is in you? And you’re not your own for you’re 

bought with a price? [He bought you again on Calvary.] 

Therefore, glorify God in your body and in your spirit which 

are His. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:9 

 

We know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ that though He 

was rich, yet for our sakes He became poor that we through 
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His poverty might be made rich. 

 

Everything we have comes from Him! 

 

2 Corinthians 9:15 

 

Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift. 

 

There’s real excitement at Christmastime over a gift that our 

child bought with their own money. That takes a lot of grace, 

doesn’t it? To teach them how to give by having them give a 

gift by paying for it.  

 

Realize that’s God’s way all the time by everything we give 

Him? We’re only giving Him what’s His already when we give 

Him a gift.  

 

God has a wish list. And on God’s little wish list there are 

three things that we can give Him. We’re going to bless His 

heart if we do it. 

 

Before we can do any one of these three things we have our 

face out of the pool and quit looking at ourselves and get our 

eyes heavenward.  

 

1. First of all is WORSHIP. We have to bow in His presence 

and worship Him. Nothing delights the heart of God any more 

than for us to worship Him. 

 

2. And then secondly, if we really want to delight God, just 
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TRUST Him. It’s tough to trust Him when the decisions have 

been made that seem so out of character to God! But God just 

says, “Trust Me.” 

 

Did Abraham delight the heart of God when he staggered not 

in unbelief through the promises of God but he was strong and 

faithful, giving glory to God in Romans 4:20 and 21?  

 

And we delight the heart of God when we trust even in the 

dark and in the midst of the unexplainable. 

 

3. And third is OBEDIENCE. God delights in the gift of the 

obedient heart. 

 

When we WORSHIP, when we TRUST and when we OBEY. 

 

Now that’s hard, isn’t it? We always talk about how Jesus told 

that story that it’s tougher for a rich man to get into heaven 

than it is for a camel to go through the eye of a needle. 

Because we are possessive creatures. We want our territory. 

We want our things. And we become just possessive of those 

things like they belong to us. And every once in a while we get 

on a guilt trip and we’ll give a little bit of it to God. That’s 

kind of the way we are. 

 

Erma Bombeck says it so well: 

 

(At Wit’s End by Erma Bombeck) 

 

“I’ve got this problem, Doctor. Lately I’ve been experiencing a 
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fierce sense of possession. I want to have a closet all my own, a 

dresser drawer that is all mine and no one else’s and personal 

things that belong only to me. I want to share my life with my 

family, mind you, but not my roll of scotch tape. Can you 

understand that?” 

 He smiled. “I think so. Why don’t you tell me about it?” 

 “I guess I first noticed it one night at the dinner table. I 

took a bite out of this fig newton and set it down. When I went 

to pick it up again one of the children was popping it into his 

mouth. ‘That’s my fig newton,’ I said, my lip beginning to 

quiver. ‘You can get another one,’ he grinned. ‘I don’t want 

another one,’ I insisted. ‘That was my fig newton and you had 

no right to take it!’ He giggled, ‘I knew it was your fig newton.’ 

‘Then why did you take it?’ I shouted. ‘Because I’m nasty and 

maladjusted,’ he shouted back. 

 “From then on, Doctor, I became terribly conscious of 

personal items of mine that were being used without my 

permission. I discovered the family was using my eyebrow 

pencils to write down messages by the telephone. My Sunday 

black earrings were the eyes of a snowman. My lace headscarf 

was the stole of a Barbie doll. My eyebrow tweezers were 

dissecting a frog. Even my chin strap was filled with buckshot 

and was on maneuvers in the back yard. 

 “I can’t begin to describe the resentment that began to 

build [up in me]. I finally bought a very large old desk that 

would house all my personal belongings. It was marvelous. It 

had forty-five pigeonholes, secret drawers, and sliding panels, 

and if you didn’t hold the lid just right it would fall down and 

snap your arm off. I transferred all my valuables to the desk 

like a pack rat anticipating a long winter. 
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 “For a while, things went well. Then things began to slip 

away from me. My paper clips one by one. My cotton balls. 

And my rubber bands. (I even disguised them in an old 

laxative box.) But I’m tired, Doctor. I can’t fight anymore.” 

 He smiled. “You’re suffering from an old ‘return-to-your-

single-status’ psychosis where you enjoyed some rights and 

independence. It can happen in an eighteen-year-old 

marriage. Let me give you a prescription.” He stood up, 

removed the pillow from his chair, unzipped the cover and 

removed the key. He proceeded to the sixth brick in the 

fireplace, where he extracted a small box and unlocked it. “My 

prescription blanks,” he laughed nervously. “If I don’t hide 

them from my nurse she uses them for scratch pads.” 

 “I understand,” I said. 

pp. 55-57 

 

We can’t give anything to God. You’re only giving that which 

belongs to Him. 

 

Isn’t God good? God gives us so much.  

 

And then when we mess it up, He has enough wisdom to turn 

it around to make it into something beautiful and He’s so 

filled with mercy and with grace. Don’t ever lose that. 

 

In Genesis 3 Satan sowed those seeds of discourse with Eve by 

making her believe that God wasn’t good. And as a result of 

that, brought about the fall of the human race in her being 

willing to reach out and take something she thought that God 

was keeping from her that was very, very good. 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



28 

 

 

(Disciplines of a Godly Man by R. Kent Hughes) 

 

 An artist once submitted a painting of Niagara Falls to an 

exhibition, but neglected to give it a title. [So they] came up 

with these words: “More to Follow.” Old Niagara Falls, spilling 

over billions of gallons per year for thousands of years, has 

more than met the needs of those below and is a fit emblem of 

the floods of God’s grace He showers upon us.  

p. 209 

 

Marie Olson wrote a poem that was actually a depiction of 

what the wise men did when they brought their gifts: 

 

“They opened their treasures, the wise men of old,/ 

And prostrate they fell on the ground;/ 

Exultant in spirit, they worshiped the Lord,/ 

For Jesus, the Savior, they’d found!/ 

The treasure of Heaven in Bethlehem lay,/ 

Incarnate was God from above;/ 

No wonder their treasures they opened to Him—/ 

Their feeble expressions of love!/ 

We may not have treasures of glory or gold,/ 

Nor perfume to pour at His feet;/ 

Though if we but knew the true worth of the Christ,/ 

We’d give Him our homage complete./ 

Our treasured desires let us open anew,/ 

Our secrets, our dreams, and our all;/ 

We offer as incense our praises to Him,/ 

Adoring before Him we fall!/ 
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This Savior from Heaven is worthy indeed;/ 

And things of this world become dim!/ 

But joys everlasting in Jesus are found!/ 

Now open your treasures to Him!” 

 

(From InfoSearch 2.21) 

 

We conclude our passage with a study of PREPOSITIONS. 

There are four of them. What are they? 

 

v. 36 Because out from Him and through Him and for 

Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. 

Amen.  

 

“Because out from Him and through Him and for Him are all 

things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.” 

 

They are: 

 

1. “out,” 

 

2. “through,” 

 

3. “for,” and 

 

4. “To.” 

 

What we want to do now is meditate on those four 

prepositions for just a minute. 
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1. First of all, “out from Him”—He’s the source. 

 

John 1:1-3 

 

…All things were created by Him and for Him… 

 

Colossians 1:16 

 

For in Him all things were created, both in heaven and in 

earth… 

 

He is the SOURCE. 

 

2. Secondly, “through Him”—Colossians 1:17. 

 

He’s the SUSTAINER. He’s the ENABLER. He makes it work. 

 

3. And “for Him”—He’s the PURPOSE and the GOAL for all 

of it.  

 

It is done “for Him.” 

 

Colossians 1:16b 

 

all things were created by Him and for Him. 

 

4. And then what does “To Him” mean? It means TRIBUTE. 

It means WORSHIP. It means PRAISE. 

 

Revelation 4:11 
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Worthy art Thou, our Lord our God, to receive glory and honor 

and power; … 

 

What are the great things that Paul’s been talking about in 

these eleven chapters? 

 

1. The doctrine of SALVATION—how is a man made right 

with God. That was Romans 1 through 4. He’s talked about 

SALVATION. 

 

2. Secondly, he’s talked about SANCTIFICATION—how is it 

that a man is made holy once he comes to Christ? How does he 

grow in that relationship? 

 

3. And third, the ultimate goal is GLORY. 

 

4. And fourth, our response to that is to PRAISE Him. 

 

So we just took those four thoughts and weaved them around 

these prepositions. 

 

1. We put the word SALVATION as being “out from Him.” 

 

Salvation comes from no other source. It is “out from Him.”  

 

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No man 

comes to the Father but by Me.” (ref. John 14:6) 

 

Salvation is “out from Him.” 
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2. SANCTIFICATION is “through Him.” 

 

He lives in us to produce the godly life. 

 

Philippians 4:13 

 

I’m ready for anything through the strength of the One who is 

indwelling me. 

 

And remember how Paul put it to the Galatian church in 

Galatians 2:20? 

 

Galatians 2:20 

 

I have been crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I 

but Christ is living in me. And the life which I am now living 

in the flesh, I’m living by the faith of the Son of God who loved 

me and gave Himself for me. 

 

SALVATION—“out from Him.” 

 

SANCTIFICATION comes “through Him.” 

 

3. And GLORIFICATION is “for Him.” 

 

When we are glorified and the work is complete, it’s all for 

Him.  

 

“Every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess…” (ref. 
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Philippians 2:10) 

 

“Soon we shall be like Him and we shall see Him as He is.” 

(ref. 1 John 3:2) 

 

But it’s all for Him. All for His glory. Jesus Christ is Lord! 

 

4. And then what is “to Him”? To Him we offer TRIBUTE 

and PRAISE.  

 

That’s why throughout the book of Revelation we see those 

punctuated statements of praise to Him, the Lamb that was 

slain, that salvation and all of these wonderful things might 

be our personal possession. 

 

Why was David a man after God’s own heart? Because that 

guy could praise the Lord. 

 

In 1 Chronicles 29:11, after the people have given these 

sacrificial gifts that involve the building of the temple, there is 

a beautiful prayer that David prays. Listen to this: 

 

1 Chronicles 29:11-14 

 

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power 

and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, 

for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 

Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; 

you are exalted as head over all. 

Wealth and honor come from you; 
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you are the ruler of all things. 

In your hands are strength and power 

to exalt and give strength to all. 

Now, our God, we give you thanks, 

and praise your glorious name. 

 But who am I and who are my people, that we should be 

able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, 

and we have given you only what comes from your hand. 

 

Yes, he knew how to praise God! He knew that he couldn’t 

think God’s thoughts. They were beyond him. He knew he 

couldn’t give God advice, but he could praise Him and he could 

trust Him.  

 

When we are consumed, we have a choice. We can either be 

PROACTIVE or REACTIVE. We can either control it by 

looking heavenward or we can react to the circumstances and 

be bitter and resentful and filled with depression and sadness 

and sorrow.  

 

The choice is for every believer. May God break the shackles of 

those things which have stilled our tongues and we be loosed 

to praise the Lord for who He is and what He has done. 

 

Now we have twelve lessons that come out of our passage. 

 

Lesson #1: This passage is the cry of the adoring heart. 

 

Lesson #2: When was the last time you praised Him for His 

purpose, His plan, and His promises? 
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Lesson #3: The depths of His wisdom and knowledge are far 

beyond our capacities. 

 

Lesson #4: His decisions and directions are beyond us as well. 

 

Lesson #5: We are forced to trust Him when we cannot 

comprehend what He is doing in our lives. 

 

Lesson #6: We do not have the ability to know His thoughts. 

 

Lesson #7: We are not in the position to be giving Him advice. 

 

Lesson #8: When we are giving Him gifts, we are only giving 

what is already His. 

 

LESSON #9: The source of our salvation is OUT from Him. 

 

Lesson #10: Our sanctification is THROUGH Him. 

 

Lesson #11: Our glorification is FOR Him. 

 

LESSON #12: Our praise and worship is TO Him. 

 

Now do we have that joy? Is it welling up inside in a burst of 

praise?  

 

Psalm 150 would be a good Psalm to end today on our knees 

before the Lord as we pray and praise Him before we go to 

bed. What a wonderful way to conclude not only the day, but 
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it’s the way that we can conclude the whole Psalter—this last 

great Psalm—the Psalm of praise. 

 

Psalm 150 

 

Praise the Lord. 

Praise God in his sanctuary; 

praise him in his mighty heavens. 

Praise him for his acts of power; 

praise him for his surpassing greatness. 

Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, 

praise him with the harp and lyre, 

praise him with tambourine and dancing, 

praise him with the strings and flute, 

praise him with the clash of cymbals, 

praise him with resounding cymbals. 

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. 

Praise the Lord. 

 

Shelley Chapin says in her book: 

 

(Within the Shadow by Shelley Chapin) 

 

Thank You, Father, for all You have done in my life. Thank 

You for the pain and the illness and the faith that has brought 

me here to these people and to their love. 

 

Thank You for binding us together in the suffering that is 

common to man… 
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I know it may sound crazy, but since You already know, thank 

You for my loss. If I had to do this life all over, I’d choose this 

path again. You’ve loved me well. 

p. 122 

 

Can we say that to Him? And really open up and praise Him? 

 

Charles H. Spurgeon said this: 

 

(Life and Works of Rev. Charles H. Spurgeon by Henry 

Davenport Northrop, D.D.) 

 

 My horse invariably comes home in less time than he 

makes the journey out. He pulls the carriage with a hearty 

good will when his face is towards home.  

p. 469 

 

Is our face toward home?  

 

We really don’t have as much time as we think we do.  

 

Now we’ve talked about the little book The Education of Little 

Tree by Forrest Carter. The book isn’t spiritual, but it’s such a 

joy to read of this Cherokee grandpa as he trains his little 

five-year-old grandson to the ways of life.  

 

And when Little Tree got a little bit older, the orphanage took 

him and the state took him away from grandpa and grandma. 

It just makes you cry buckets when he has to leave and go in 

this orphanage and he’s a misfit because he’s lived in the 
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wilderness all of his life and he doesn’t know how to be with 

city kids.  

 

And it’s just a horrible series of circumstances and 

misunderstanding. And then grandpa shows up. And it’s like 

when grandpa shows up, Little Tree just grabs his bag and 

they run for the bus. And they’re on their way back out into 

the wilderness and these words remind us of what it’s going to 

be like when we get to heaven: 

 

(The Education of Little Tree by Forrest Carter) 

 

 As we come up the trail, the first pink touched the east 

rim. It got warm. Pine boughs swept down over the trail and 

felt my face and run themselves over me. Granpa said they 

was wanting to make sure it was me. 

 I heard the spring branch and it was humming. I run and 

laid down and turned my face to the water while Granpa 

waited. The spring branch slapped me light, and run over my 

head and felt for me—and sung louder and louder. 

 It was good light when we saw the foot log. The wind had 

picked up. Granpa said it wasn’t moaning nor sighing, it was 

singing in the pines and would tell everything in the 

mountains that I was home. Ol’ Maud bayed. [That’s one of 

the old dogs.] 

 Granpa hollered, “Shut up, Maud!” And here come the 

hounds acrost the foot log. 

 They all hit me at oncet and knocked me down. They 

licked me all over the face and every time I tried to get up one 

of them jumped on my back and there I went again. 
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 Little Red commenced to show out by jumping all four feet 

in the air and twisting at the top of his jump. He would yelp 

as he leaped. Maud commenced doing it, and ol’ Rippitt tried 

it and tumbled in the spring branch. 

 Me and Granpa was hollering and laughing and slapping at 

hounds as we come to the foot log. I looked to the porch, but 

Granma wasn’t there. 

 I was halfway acrost the foot log and got scared, for I 

couldn’t see her. Something told me to turn around. There she 

was. 

 It was cold, but she only had on a deerskin dress and her 

hair shined in the morning sun. She stood on the side of the 

mountain beneath the bare branches of a white oak. She was 

watching like she wanted to look at me and Granpa without 

being seen. 

 I hollered, “Granma!” And fell off the foot log. It didn’t hurt. 

I splashed in the water and it was warm against the morning 

chill. 

 Granpa leaped in the air and spraddled out his legs. He 

hollered, “Whoooooooeeeeeee!” and hit the water. Granma run 

down the mountain. She run into the spring branch and dived 

at me, and we rolled, splashing and hollering and crying some, I 

reckin. 

 Granpa was settin’ in the spring branch and throwing 

water up in the air. The hounds all stood on the foot log and 

looked at us, total stumped at the whole thing. They figgered we 

was crazy, Granpa said. They jumped in too…. 

 The pines whispered and the wind picked up, and they 

commenced to sing, “Little Tree is home…Little Tree is home! 

Listen to our song! Little Tree is with us! Little Tree is home!” 
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They hummed it low and sung it higher, and the spring branch 

sung it too along with them. The hounds noticed, for they quit 

sniffing the ground and stood with their ears up and listened. 

The hounds knew and come closer around me and laid down, 

content with the feeling. 

pp. 201-3 

 

Little Tree was home. 

 

Father, we know we’re heading home if we know You as 

Savior. We thank You that salvation comes from only one 

place and that’s out from You. And thank You too that no 

matter what we face in life in the process of being set apart 

and sanctified and made holy, it comes through Your 

intervention in our lives. And thank You too that there’s a 

wonderful purpose in mind. It’s all for Your glory. And we look 

forward to being glorified for You and to be all dressed up in 

the righteousness which is ours in Christ as we meet You face 

to face. And thank You that we can lose our voices and we can 

turn our eyes upon Jesus and look full in His wonderful face. 

And the things of earth, particularly those reflections of our 

own sinful selves in the pool that brings despair can cause us 

to look heavenward and to reflect the glory of our Lord and 

Savior knowing that the things of earth will grow strangely 

dim in the light of Your glory and grace. May You continue to 

sustain us with Your grace. And thank You for the promise 

that there’s more to come and that Your grace is sufficient, 

Your strength is made perfect in our weakness. We glory in 

the Cross of Jesus Christ. In the Savior’s name we pray. 

Amen. 
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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

  

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

Study Number Twenty-Eight – Romans 11:33-36 

 

            NOTES 
v. 33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 

of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and 

incomprehensible His ways! 

v. 34 For whoever knew the mind of the Lord? or who became His 

counselor? 

v. 35 Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid back to 

him again? 

v. 36 Because out from Him and through Him and for Him are all 

things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Romans 11:33-36 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 
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2. What two things about God are deep and rich, according to 

verse 33? 

 

 

 

 

3. Describe God’s judgments and ways, according to verse 33. 

 

 

 

 

4. What is the answer to the two questions in verse 34? 

 

 

 

 

5. Relate the two questions in verse 34 to the last sentence in 

verse 33. 

 

 

 

 

6. What is the answer to the question in verse 35? 
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7. What is the significance of the three prepositions in  

verse 36: “out,” “through,” and “for”? 

 

 

 

 

8. How does Paul end the passage in verse 36? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: This passage is the cry of the adoring heart. 
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LESSON #2: When was the last time you praised Him for His 

purpose, His plan, and His promises? 

 

LESSON #3: The depths of His wisdom and knowledge are far 

beyond our capacities. 

 

LESSON #4: His decisions and directions are beyond us as 

well. 

 

LESSON #5: We are forced to trust Him when we cannot 

comprehend what He is doing in our lives. 

 

LESSON #6: We do not have the ability to know His thoughts. 

 

LESSON #7: We are not in the position to be giving Him 

advice. 

 

LESSON #8: When we are giving Him gifts, we are only giving 

what is already His. 

 

LESSON #9: The source of our salvation is out from Him. 

 

LESSON #10: Our sanctification is through Him. 

 

LESSON #11: Our glorification is for Him. 

 

LESSON #12: Our praise and worship is to Him. 
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