
1 

 

A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

 

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

Study Number Two – Romans 1:18-32 

 

 

This is a very unpopular study. It’s time to say “Sic’em Jesus.” 

 

He revealed His righteousness in our first study. And when 

we don’t respond to His righteousness, we have only one other 

alternative and there’s no gray matter in between, and that’s 

the wrath of God. 

 

In verse 17 we had the RIGHTEOUSNESS of God. And in 

verse 18 we have the WRATH of God. 

 

One thing we discover about God is that He’s against sin. He’s 

not in favor of it and He certainly recognizes the consequences 

of it, and He would do everything to keep us from it because 

He knows how serious it is. 

 

Sin has horrible consequences. And our passage is going to 

teach us a little bit about that. 

 

Jeremiah the weeping prophet wrote the book of 

Lamentations. And in the book, he laments the sin of the 
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children of Israel. He says this: 

 

Lamentations 1:8-9 

 

Jerusalem has sinned greatly 

 and so has become unclean. 

All who honored her despise her, 

 for they have seen her nakedness; 

and her groans 

 and have turned away. 

Her filthiness clung to her skirts; 

 she did not consider her future. 

Her fall was astounding; 

 there was none to comfort her… 

 

When we begin to talk about sin and its consequences, we 

become very unpopular. Someone once said, “I don’t like what 

you said tonight and I’m going to stick with the righteousness 

of God. That sounded a whole lot better.” 

 

Dr. Don Anderson said, “That’s your choice man. I haven’t 

said anything tonight but what the text has said. You’ve really 

got an argument with the apostle Paul and yah with God 

Himself because He is the one who authored this. And so, take 

your argument to the higher court.” 

 

That’s the wonderful thing about teaching the Word of God. 

When somebody responds negatively, we don’t have to take it 

because we’ve only spoken what God has said and revealed it. 

And then the argument is with Him rather than with the 
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vehicle that’s being used. 

 

Lord Bertrand Russell wrote a book called Why I Am Not a 

Christian. And he makes this the very issue in his book: 

 

(Why I Am Not a Christian by Lord Bertrand Russell) 

 

There is one very serious defect to my mind in Christ’s moral 

character, and that is that He believed in hell. I do not myself 

feel that any person who is really profoundly humane can 

believe in everlasting punishment. … 

pp. 31-32 

 

Well Bertrand Russell is now gone and he is fully aware of the 

fact that such was the case. 

 

Now in our first study we talked about the revelation of the 

righteousness of God.  

 

None of us have a righteousness right at this moment in 

ourselves that is acceptable in God’s presence. We all have 

that in common. Now the apostle has said that there is a 

righteousness provided by God which is perfect. And it is a gift 

that comes by relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ by 

faith. And we can either accept or reject that righteousness. 

 

Most of those that reject that righteousness think that theirs 

is going to be acceptable because they’ve been good, moral, 

upstanding individuals.  
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But the Bible said in Isaiah 64:6 that “all our righteousnesses 

are like filthy rags.” 

 

And in Luke 16:15 “that which is highly esteemed among men 

is abomination in the sight of God.” 

 

So the apostle ended our last study with the seventeenth 

verse, which is one of the key verses to the book: 

 

Romans 1:17 

 

For in it [that is the gospel, the good news] the righteousness 

of God is revealed from faith unto faith; even as it has been 

written, “The righteousness man shall live by faith.” 

 

In other words, we come to God and by faith we accept this 

gift of righteousness. We’re declared perfectly righteous in 

God’s sight when we come into relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

Now, that declaration having been made, we continue by faith. 

It’s “from faith unto faith.” 

 

Colossians 2:6 

 

As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk 

ye in Him, 

 

Now what the apostle’s going to do, starting with verse 18, 

he’s going to give us a TOPIC SENTENCE and then all the 

way down to Romans 3:20 he’s going to conclude with one 
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statement. And that is, guess what? We all need this 

righteousness.  

 

So he’s going to labor hard to convince us that we have a 

need—like a good salesman. 

 

Now the need is going to be the need of the world around us 

that has no religion or relationship at all. And some of us are 

going to be tempted to pull our righteous robes around 

ourselves and say “Sic’em Paul! Go get ’em boy! That’s the way 

they are out there in that old world! Man, I’m sure glad I’m 

not like them!” 

 

And then of course in our next study he’s going to deal with 

the religious people. So we know it’s almost like we have to get 

both of them. And realize that when we get to chapter 2, it’s a 

completely different ball game than it was in chapter 1. And 

then when we get to chapter 3, he just lumps us all together 

and shows us that we have this great need and what can be 

provided for them. 

 

So having said that, let’s jump in at verse 18.  

 

v. 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 

against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 

men, who are holding down the truth by 

unrighteousness, 

 

“For”—REASON—“the wrath of God is revealed from heaven” 
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Notice that “the righteousness of God is revealed from 

heaven”—PRESENT TENSE—verse 17. 

 

And it’s almost like we have the identical same sentence in 

verse 18. 

 

The choice is either RIGHTEOUSNESS or WRATH. And they 

both come from heaven. And we’re either under one or the 

other. 

 

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against”—

WHAT? TWO THINGS—“all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men,” 

 

Now when we define those two words: 

 

1. “ungodliness” and 

 

2. “unrighteousness of men,” 

 

we’re talking about one’s VERTICAL RELATIONSHIP there 

and one’s HORIZONTAL RELATIONSHIP out there. 

 

“Ungodliness” always refers to a person who lives life as 

though God doesn’t exist—“UNGODLINESS.” 

 

“God doesn’t make any difference in my life, the way I live it.” 

So we would be qualifying as a person who is “ungodly.” 

 

Now when a person lives like that, they experience the “wrath 
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of God” revealed against them for living that kind of a life, as 

though God doesn’t exist. 

 

And then “unrighteousness of men” refers to the acts of 

DISOBEDIENCE. The conduct that demonstrates the fact 

that they are “ungodly,” because they’re living their lives 

contrary to the teaching of Scripture. 

 

If they were really living in accordance with Scripture, they 

would be godly and they would be expressing it in obedience 

not unrighteousness. 

 

Their lives would begin to demonstrate this like we talked 

about in our last study.  

 

Now notice that last phrase in verse 18. These people who are 

ungodly and unrighteous: 

 

“are holding down the truth by unrighteousness,” 

 

That’s an interesting phrase. To be “holding down.”  

 

It means to SUPPRESS it.  

 

It means to DENY it.  

 

It means to NEGLECT it.  

 

It means not wanting to LOOK AT it. 
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Suppressing or “holding down the truth.” 

 

Now that phrase “the wrath of God is revealed from heaven” is 

a topic sentence that carries us all the way through now to 

Romans 3:20. 

 

Now does the Bible say anything at all about the “wrath of 

God” anywhere else, as far as we can understand it? 

 

Jesus made it quite clear in John 3:36. Just after he got 

through talking to Nicodemus, we read these words: 

 

John 3:36 

 

“He who believes in the Son of God has eternal life; but he 

who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of 

God is abiding on him.” 

 

Strong statement. 

 

2 Thessalonians 1:8 

 

in flaming fire, taking vengeance on those who do not wish to 

know our God. 

 

Strong. 

 

Hebrews 4:13 

 

All things are naked and open to the eyes of Him with whom 
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we have to do. 

 

Hebrews 10:31 

 

It’s a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

 

The book of Revelation is filled with evidence of divine wrath. 

When we get down to the end of the book it says “the wrath of 

God is finished.” (ref. Revelation 15:1) In the pouring out of 

those final bowl judgments when we get down to about 

Revelation chapter 16.  

 

So basically, we have a choice. We’re all sinners. We have a 

choice of accepting the righteousness of God, which is from 

heaven, or the wrath of God, which is from heaven. The choice 

is really ours to make and nobody else can make that choice 

for us. 

 

Now when we suppress or hold something down, we deny it or 

try to neglect it.  

 

Dr. David Jeremiah in his book Escape from the Coming Night 

had this interesting observation: 

 

(Escape the Coming Night by Dr. David Jeremiah with C. C. 

Carlson) 

 

 When the Surgeon General of the United States first 

issued dire warnings that smoking increased the possibilities 

of cancer, he wasn't very popular. But he saved lives. 
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 I once read about a man who was so concerned from the 

newspaper articles about the dangers of smoking that he 

decided to [cancel his subscription].  

p. 112 

 

That’s one way of getting rid of it, is to just cancel it. There 

are lots of people who just leave the Bible laying on the shelf 

gathering dust because they just don’t want to be hassled by 

what it’s going to say and what it’s going to demand. We’d 

rather live it our way and mess around and try to have a 

measure of peace. But there’s a lot of anxiety in the pit of one’s 

gut at this point—and neglect that. And that’s what he’s 

saying. 

 

“all ungodliness” as though He doesn’t exist. 

 

And on the horizontal, the “unrighteousness of men,” they are 

suppressing or “holding down the truth.” 

 

They’ve received the revelation of God. They know it. But they 

refuse to respond in repentance to what the message says. So 

they are suppressing it. 

 

v. 19 because that which is knowable about God is 

evident within them; for God made it evident to 

them.  

 

“because”—how are they suppressing it? What is the truth 

that they are suppressing? What is it that every man 

suppresses? 
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Well he suppresses an INTERNAL MESSAGE and an 

EXTERNAL MESSAGE in these next two verses. 

 

“because that which is knowable about God is evident”—and 

we’re going to emphasize—“within them; for God made it 

evident to them.” 

 

Now those two words “evident within them” and “evident to 

them.” 

 

Every person in the world has TWO EVIDENCES that are 

undeniable with regard to the existence of God.  

 

Whether we know Christ or not. 

 

1. We have a conscience inside us and 

 

2. We have creation outside of us. 

 

That’s the two arguments. 

 

We have a conscience. Now the Bible says it could be seared 

with a hot iron so it’s beyond feeling and we can’t respond like 

a normal person. We can live in sin so long that our conscience 

literally is branded to the point where it doesn’t function. But 

we still have a conscience. It’s part of the equipment. 

 

We know what’s morally right. We know what is honest. We 

know the fruit of transparency. We know the fruit of 
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uprightness. We’ve had those experiences when we were 

tempted to compromise and we didn’t and we stood in the 

warm fuzzies that came in our heart because we were honest. 

We were upright. That is a God-giving mechanism inside 

every human being to make it possible for us to continue to 

exist together in a society. When we deny that and destroy it, 

we get into some of the messes we’re in right now. 

 

Now that’s not the only thing. God turns around and He also 

gives us the evidence of creation all around us so that when 

we get to the end of verse 20 we’re “without excuse.” 

 

So what are we suppressing? The conscience inside and the 

creation outside. 

 

Augustine was right. Everybody has “a God-shaped vacuum 

within them that only He can fulfill.” (source unknown) 

 

The evidence to them is the creation—verse 20. 

 

v. 20 For the invisible attributes of Him since the 

creation of the world are clearly seen, being 

understood by means of the things that are made, 

even His eternal power and divine nature, so that 

they are without excuse.  

 

“For the invisible attributes of Him” 

 

What are some of those? Well we can’t see God. He’s a Spirit 

but we know of His love. We know of His power. We know of 
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His presence. He’s going to mention two of them here.  

 

“even His eternal power and divine nature.” 

 

“For the invisible attributes of Him since the creation of the 

world are clearly seen, being understood by means of the 

things that are made, even His eternal power and divine 

nature, so”—WHAT?—“they are without excuse.” 

 

Neglect is indefensible. We cannot do away with the evidence. 

It’s just too powerful, Paul says.  

 

We’ll have no excuse before God to deny the evidence. 

 

Here are some verses from Psalms: 

 

Psalm 8:3, 4 

 

When I consider your heavens, 

the work of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars… 

 

How about: 

 

Psalm 19:1-6 

 

The heavens declare the glory of God; 

the skies declare or proclaim the work of his hands…. 

 

Here’s our reading from Our Daily Bread called “Earth’s 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



14 

 

Largest Creature”: 

 

What animal is longer than 3 dump trucks, heavier than 110 

Honda Civics, and has a heart the size of a Volkswagen 

Beetle? The answer is a blue whale. How much food does it 

take to sustain such an animal? Try 4 tons of krill a day—

that’s 3 million calories! [Now some of you would say “Whoo! 

I’ve died and gone to heaven! Boy if I could have that capacity! 

Wow!”] Even a baby blue whale can put away 100 gallons of 

milk every 24 hours. When a blue whale surfaces, it takes in 

the largest breath of air of any living thing on the planet. Its 

spray shoots higher into the air than the height of a telephone 

pole. 

 Job says that the hand of God gives life and breath to 

every creature, and that animals, birds, and fish all speak of 

His wisdom and power (12:7-10).  

 

(From Our Daily Bread, April 15, year unknown) 

 

So what is he saying? All creation is the outstretched finger 

pointing toward God—the One who is the creator of all of it. 

 

Some people might have a problem with Revelation 21 and 22, 

wondering if heaven’s going to be big enough to take care of all 

of humanity through history. It’s kind of one of those doubtful 

things we have in the back of our mind, wondering if God 

going to make a place big enough so that we can all move 

around and not be running into each other all the time. Listen 

to this: 
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 With giant telescopes such as the 200 inch-diameter 

instrument at Mount Palomar in California astronomers can 

observe objects 4 billion light years away, a distance of more 

than 25 septillion miles! … 

 At any given time, there are an average of 1,800 storms in 

operation in the world. The energy needed to generate those 

storms amounts to the incredible figure of 1,300,000,000 

horsepower. By comparison, a large earth-moving machine 

has 420 horsepower and requires a hundred gallons of fuel a 

day to operate. Just one of those storms, producing a rain of 

four inches over an area of ten thousand square miles, would 

require energy equivalent to the burning of 640,000,000 tons 

of coal to evaporate enough water for such a rain. And to cool 

those vapors and collect them in clouds would take another 

800,000,000 horsepower of refrigeration working night and 

day for a hundred days. 

 Agricultural studies have determined that the average 

farmer in Minnesota gets 407,510 gallons of rainwater per 

acre per year, free of charge, of course. The state of Missouri 

has some 70,000 square miles and averages 38 inches of rain a 

year. That amount of water is equal to a lake 250 miles long, 

60 miles wide, and 22 feet deep. 

 The U. S. Natural Museum has determined that there are 

at least 10 million species of insects, including some 2,500 

varieties of ants. [And all Texans say Amen!] There are about 

5 billion birds in the United States, among which some species 

are able to fly 500 miles non-stop across the Gulf of Mexico. 

Mallard ducks can fly 60 miles an hour, [and all the hunters 

say they sure can] eagles 100 miles an hour, and falcons can 

dive at speeds of 180 miles an hour. 
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 The earth is 25,000 miles in circumference, weighs 6 

septillion, 588 sextillion tons, and hangs unsupported in 

space. It spins at 1,000 miles per hour with absolute precision 

and careens through space around the sun at the speed of 

1,000 miles per minute in an orbit 580 million miles long. 

John MacArthur, pp. 80-81  

(source unknown) 

 

That is the outward evidence—just a touch of what we have to 

deny when we talk about the fact that God doesn’t exist. 

 

So, we have two pieces of evidence. We have an INWARD 

CONSCIENCE and we have an OUTWARD CREATION to 

deal with so that we “are without excuse.” 

 

We can see His divine power and His divine nature. 

 

There’s a Marine’s last prayer in the book After the Storm. He 

died after he wrote this prayer. Listen to this: 

 

(After the Storm by Col. E. H. Jim Ammerman (Ret.)  

& Rev. Charlene Ammerman with Andrew Collins) 

 

Look, God, I've never spoken to you before. You see, God, they 

told me that you didn’t exist, and like a fool I believed them. 

 Last night, out here in this sandbox, I saw you and I 

figured right then that they have lied to me. Had I taken time 

to see things that you’ve made, I would know they weren’t 

calling a spade a spade. 

 It’s funny, I had to come to this big sandbox before I took 
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time to see the beauty of your face. 

 Well, I guess there isn’t much more to say, but God, I’m 

sure glad I met you. I reckon the zero hour will be here any 

day now, but I’m not afraid since I know you’re near. 

 Well, God, I’ve got to go. I really like you a lot; this I want 

you to know. 

 This fight will be horrible. Who knows, I may come home 

tonight. Even though I wasn’t friendly to you before, I wonder 

God if you will wait for me at the gate? 

 Well, I have to go now. 

 P.S. It seems strange. Since I’ve met you, I’m not afraid to 

die. 

 From The Navy Times—January 21, 1991 

p. 117 

 

When we see something like that, we see the power of creation 

mixed with a conscience inside, creating the desired results 

that we see here in verse 20. 

 

v. 21 For even though they knew God, they did not 

glorify Him as God or give thanks; but their 

thoughts became directed to worthless things, and 

their foolish heart was darkened.  

 

“For even though they knew God, they” didn’t do TWO 

THINGS: 

 

1. “they did not glorify Him as God” 

 

2. and they did not “give thanks;” 
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“but their thoughts became directed to worthless things, and 

their foolish hearts was darkened.” 

 

Okay “even though they knew God” by conscience, by creation, 

they still didn’t “glorify Him as God.” 

 

Now how do we glorify God as God? Well we glorify Him for 

who He is. We glorify Him for what He has done. We glorify 

Him for his unconditional love and His patience and long-

suffering with us sinners. And they didn’t glorify God for that. 

 

Then they didn’t give Him thanks. There’s nothing that 

delights the heart of God any more than for His creation to 

say “Thank You.” We see that graphically displayed in the 

story and experience of Jesus when He heals those 10 lepers 

and only one comes back. And His question is, a mournful 

wail, “Where are the nine? Where are the other guys? Are they 

saying thanks for what’s been given and to express their 

gratitude?”  

 

So they’re not glorifying God. They’re not giving thanks. And 

because of that TWO THINGS happen to them: 

 

1. “their thoughts became directed to worthless things,”  

 

2. “and their foolish heart was darkened.” 

 

Satan knows if he can get us thinking wrong, he’s going to get 

us acting wrong. And so their thoughts are pointed toward 
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“worthless things.”  

 

What are “worthless things” in view of heaven?  

 

Well Jesus said it in: 

 

Matthew 6:19 

 

Lay not up for yourself treasures on earth where moth and 

rust can corrupt and where thieves break in and steal, but lay 

up for yourself treasures in heaven. 

 

Get our focus off the worthless stuff down here and get it on 

the glories up there. 

 

Proverbs 3:5, 6 

 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Lean not on your own 

understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him and He’ll 

direct your path. 

 

Matthew 6:33 

 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, then 

all these other things will be added unto you. 

 

Matthew 6:32 

 

And the Lord knows that after all these things do the Gentiles 

seek. Your heavenly Father knows you have need of all these 
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things but 

 

Matthew 6:33 

 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, … 

 

In other words, get our priorities straight. And a guy who’s not 

glorifying God and who’s not giving thanks has his priorities 

all screwed up and he’s living as though this is it! And the 

Bible warns us: 

 

1 John 2:15 

 

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. 

 

When we live only for the here and now and for our own 

selfish satisfaction, listen, it tells us our thoughts are being 

directed toward worthless things. And then next—and this is 

bad—our foolish heart is going to be darkened. We’re not 

going to be able to see things as they really are when we do 

that. 

 

All of the thoughts are self-directed. All the thoughts are for 

self-pleasure, for self-satisfaction, and then the “foolish heart 

is darkened.” 

 

That’s Ephesians 4:17-19: 

 

Ephesians 4:17-19 
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This I say therefore, and affirm together with the Lord, that 

you walk no longer as the Gentiles also walk in the futility of 

their mind, being darkened in their understanding, excluded 

from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, 

because of the hardness of their heart; and they have been 

callous and have given themselves over to sensuality, for the 

practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. 

 

And that’s what Jesus told Nicodemus.: 

 

John 3:19-21 

 

This is the judgment, light has come into the world, and men 

love darkness rather than the light; because their deeds are 

evil. … 

 

They’d rather live in the dark than to come to the light and 

face things transparently and openly and honest. They would 

rather burn in hell and darkness than to come and be 

transparent and open and honest before God and deal with 

the things. They don’t have understanding. 

 

Now, that’s with their MINDS. Look what happens to them in 

verse 22. This is their MOUTH. 

 

v. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,  

 

They are “Professing to be wise, they became fools,” 

 

Their prognostications and philosophizing have become the 
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paradings of fools!  

 

Psalm 14:1 

 

The fool said in his heart, 

 “There is no God.” … 

 

And when we rule God out of the picture, we have to come up 

with a bunch of dumb stuff like humanism and evolution and 

all these other weird substitutes to try to describe how it all 

came into being simply because no God is in the picture. 

 

Now when we get to verse 23 there is an occurrence of one 

word three times. And then there is an occurrence of a phrase 

three times. And to get the argument for the rest of the 

verses—and we’re going to be brief—we must get a hold of 

these words. So listen carefully. 

 

The first KEY WORD we’re looking for is the word 

“exchanged.” When it doesn’t fit, we exchange it, don’t we? 

 

When we don’t like it, we take it back. There are going to be 

THREE EXCHANGES made here in these remaining verses, 

so that’s a keyword. 

 

Now the next PHRASE that occurs THREE TIMES that is 

key—and this will make us shiver in our shoes—“God gave 

them over.” 

 

Now we can figure out what we want about what God does 
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when we exchange. When we exchange God “gives them 

over”—three times—that’s the basic framework for the rest of 

the verses. 

 

v. 23 and they exchanged the glory of the immortal God 

for an image in the likeness of mortal man and of 

birds and of four-footed animals and of reptiles.  

 

“and they exchanged”—there’s your first occurrence—“the 

glory of the immortal God for an image in the likeness of 

mortal man and of birds and of four-footed animals and of 

reptiles.” 

 

Their MINDS are directed toward the temporary. 

 

Their MOUTHS are pouring forth dribble. 

 

And now their ACTIONS are moving toward idolatry. 

 

Something else that they can worship besides the living God. 

And it doesn’t have to be some weird little idol, but they 

exchanged it and made it that which they would worship. It 

was worshiping the creation itself rather than the Creator, 

which is what they’re guilty of here in these verses. 

 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon, when he comes to sin and to 

idolatry, says this: 

 

(Life and Works of Rev. Charles H. Spurgeon by Henry 

Davenport Northrop, D.D.) 
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 What a diabolical invention was the "Virgin's kiss," once 

used by the fathers of the Inquisition! [These were the guys 

that did all the persecution and the killing.] The victim was 

pushed forward to kiss the image, when, lo, its arms enclosed 

him in a deadly embrace, piercing his body with a hundred 

hidden knives. The tempting pleasures of sin offer to the 

unwary just such a virgin's kiss. The sinful joys of the flesh 

lead, even in this world, to results most terrible, while in the 

world to come the daggers of remorse and despair will cut and 

wound beyond all remedy. 

p. 453 

 

v. 24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their 

hearts to viciousness (impurity), that their bodies 

might be degraded among them.  

 

“Therefore”—in view of that. They made their choice for 

idolatry—“God gave them over”—first occurrence. It’ll occur in 

verse 26 and verse 28. 

 

“Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to 

viciousness (or impurity),”—isn’t that interesting? When we 

see all the violence and sex on television, we realize why it’s 

the same Greek word. Sex and love become VICIOUS when 

it’s selfish and when it’s out of the framework of God’s 

intended plan. People get hurt. Lives get damaged. There is 

more destruction inside the roof and the houses of people than 

anywhere else. And more murders are committed there. The 

very thing goes together when we violate it. 
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“that their bodies might be degraded among them.” 

 

Now what does that mean?  

 

“God gave them over” 

 

It’s God saying, “That’s it! I’m out of here! You’re on your own! 

You can’t say I didn’t try for all eternity! You want that? You 

just take it boy and go for it! I’ve tried in my love and grace to 

pour myself into you to get you to make the right decision, but 

you chose it! You just live with the consequences!” 

 

There comes a time when grace runs out and we can’t do 

anything about it and God doesn’t either and He says, “If you 

want that and you’re going to dig your heels in and you’re 

going to be stubborn and bullheaded, then you just go ahead! 

Just do it! Destroy your family! Destroy your marriage! 

Destroy your business. Violate your ethics and your moral 

standards and just see what happens! I’m trying to keep you 

from it. I love you, I care for you and I’ll care for you 

throughout eternity but it’s time to give you over. You want 

these lusts and you want to do this, you want to be dominated 

and controlled by that. Baby it’s all yours.” 

 

“that their bodies might be degraded among them.” 

 

Now here comes the next exchange. 
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v. 25 For they exchanged the truth of God for the lie, 

and worshiped and served the creation rather than 

the one who created, who is to be praised forever. 

Amen.  

 

“For they exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and 

worshiped and served the creation rather than the one who 

created, who is to be praised forever. Amen.” 

 

Okay, what’d they do first of all?  

 

They exchanged the immortal God for the idol. They bought 

into Satan’s lie.  

 

“they exchanged the truth of God for the lie,” 

 

They believed what they wanted to. So they went along with 

the lie rather than the truth. 

 

Of course the Lord Jesus in His ministry said, “Satan is the 

father of lies.” (ref. John 8:4) And we recognize here, that they 

exchanged it for a lie. They bought into the whole system.  

 

Now what happens?  

 

v. 26 Because of this God gave them over to disgraceful 

(degrading) passions; for their women exchanged 

the natural function for that which is against 

nature,  
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“Because of this God”—WHAT?—“gave them over to 

disgraceful (degrading) passions; for their women exchanged 

the natural function for that which is against nature,” 

 

God said, “Alright you women, be lesbians if you want to. Take 

the natural function and distort it and destroy it and desire 

each other.” And now before women think that God is a male 

chauvinist, He’s going to get the men too. Just a second—next 

verse. 

 

Okay, “God gave them over”—WHAT? 

 

To “impurity,” 

 

“to disgraceful (degrading) passions” for they exchanged. 

 

And that’s the third time. Now the three exchanges are: 

 

verse 23—“they exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 

an image.” 

 

verse 25—“they exchanged the truth of God for a lie.” 

 

In verse 26—“[they] exchanged the natural function for that 

which is against nature.” 

 

Now let’s do those three things for just a second and show 

where the exchanges were made. 

 

The first exchange is taken on the SPIRITUAL. They would 
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prefer to worship an idol rather than the living God. On the 

spiritual level they satisfy themselves with this exchange. 

 

Now on the INTELLECTUAL level they would choose the lie 

rather than the truth.  

 

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No man 

comes to the Father but by me.” (ref. John 14:6) 

 

So they’ve chosen intellectually to believe the lie. 

 

And then for their EMOTIONAL wellbeing they’ve chosen to 

be immoral rather than moral. They’ve chosen to live a life of 

disobedience. 

 

So the IDOLATRY focuses on the spiritual, 

 

the INVENTIONS or the LIE focuses on the intellection, and 

 

the IMMORALITY focuses on the emotional needs of the 

individual. 

 

So we have idolatry, inventions and immorality—that’ll be 

easy to remember. 

 

Now we come to the barn-burner. 

 

v. 27 and in the same way also the men abandoned the 

natural function of the woman and burned in their 

desire towards one another, men with men 
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committing shameless acts and receiving in 

themselves the due penalty of their error.  

 

“and in the same way also”—verse 27—“the men abandoned 

the natural function of the woman”—and this is the only place 

in the Greek text this next word occurs. 

 

Now we’ve chased the word down to try to understand what it 

said and what it meant and the best translation of the word is 

“intense sexual desire.” And translated it “they burned in 

their desire.” They’re consumed with their desire towards one 

another. 

 

“and burned in their desire towards one another, men with 

men committing shameless acts and receiving in themselves 

the due penalty of their error.” 

 

In verse 26 it says “that which is against nature.” 

 

In verse 27 it’s called “committing shameless acts.” 

 

In verse 26 it’s “exchanging the natural function.” 

 

In verse 27 it is “abandoning the natural function.” 

 

That is clear as can be. And it’s stated very openly and 

forthrightly. God is not pleased! 

 

Homosexuality is a direct violation of all that God stands for. 

God created us to be compliments, to be together. He did not 
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create two Eves in the garden. Nor two Adams. He created one 

Adam and one Eve. And He meant for them to be one flesh 

and the picture of their oneness, get this, is a picture of Christ 

and His church! Christ is the groom, the head of the church, 

and we make up the bride. It’s a violation of everything that 

the scripture stands for. That’s the seriousness of this matter. 

 

Now if there was an acknowledgment that this is sin and it is 

sickness, there would be a help possibly that could come forth. 

But we’re excusing it! And these guys are mean. They’re after 

it, while we’re sitting around watching Rome burn. 

 

Gary Bauer who’s on the president’s council for family 

relationships makes some very sobering statements. Listen to 

this speech:  

 

(Point Man: How a Man Can Lead a Family by Steve Farrar) 

  

… “The homosexual rights movement becomes more 

aggressive each day. This movement wants more than 

‘tolerance.’ Its final goal is for homosexuality to be considered 

acceptable and normal. These folks will not stop until they 

have been granted all the rights and benefits of traditional 

married couples. Here, too, our children are at risk. A 

nationwide campaign is now under way, already endorsed by 

the National Education Association and the American Civil 

Liberties Union, to place gay and lesbian counselors in every 

public school in America to help children decide and deal with 

their ‘sexual identity’. Such a program is already being 

implemented in some Los Angeles schools. 
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p. 205 

 

They “burned in their desire” for one another. 

 

Now we’re not going to say anymore, other than about two or 

three things. But we’re going to let the words speak to you.  

 

Notice the phrase in verse 27? Now let’s land there for just a 

minute. 

 

They are “committing shameless acts and receiving in 

themselves the due penalty of their error.” 

 

Now that’s as strong as we can state it in the scripture. That’s 

“error” and it’s wrong. 

 

But it’s PRESENT TENSE in the Greek text. They are 

“receiving”—PRESENTLY by their participation in the 

violation of the sexual relationship—“due penalty” in their 

flesh. 

 

Now how is that? Well at last count there are 20 million 

Americans who now have Herpes. It won’t kill them but they 

won’t kill it, Time Magazine reports.  

 

And why so many? The escalation of sexual license.  

 

They are receiving in their flesh “due penalty for their error.” 

 

Sin feminizes and destroys manhood.  
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The Bible makes it clear in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 that those 

who practice these things are not going to inherit eternal life. 

And the rest are effeminate, homosexuals, thieves, covetous, 

drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers. 

 

Now there is victory over homosexuality in Jesus Christ. 

When a person comes to Jesus Christ, He’s on his way out and 

back to a normal lifestyle. 

 

God is recovering a lot of homosexuals who have been 

confronted with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

Now we have to be very careful when we’re dealing with this 

that we don’t throw the baby out with the water. Listen to this 

letter. 

 

(Becoming a Whole Person in a Broken World: Studies in the 

Book of Romans by Ron Lee Davis with James D. Denney) 

 

Dear friends: 

 I’ve been a part of this church for years, and have come to 

know some of you very well. However, there is something 

about me that none of you know: I am a homosexual. I 

wish I could tell you who I am, but I can’t believe you 

would still love me if I did. You all talk about the love of 

Jesus, yet I’ve seen a lot of hatred among you—hatred not 

only for sin, but for the sinner. I’ve heard the jokes you tell 

about people like me, and the words you use to describe 

people with my problems. It’s ugly, and it frightens me. 
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 I’m not proud of my past. … 

pp. 60-61 

 

He goes on to describe the horrible experience of facing an 

addiction that he’s trying to be broken from and the 

encouragement. We have to treat homosexuality just like we 

do alcoholism and other addictions. When these young men 

recognize it and are ready to forsake that, then we have to 

help them to victory in the Lord Jesus Christ as the answer. 

 

Now notice verse 28. 

 

v. 28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge 

God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved 

mind, to be doing those things which are not fitting,  

 

“And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any 

longer,”—WHAT?—“God gave them over to a depraved 

mind,”—that is a mind that is disqualified. It’s a mind that 

can’t think clearly—“to be doing those things which are not 

fitting,” 

 

Now verses 29 to 31 list this kind of a mind. 

 

The mind is like a battlefield. It’s like the scrimmage line. We 

get down there and what we think is the way we’re going to 

act. And this is the way they think, according to verses 29-31. 
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v. 29 having been filled with all unrighteousness, 

wickedness, greed, malice; full of envy, murder, 

strife, deceit, craftiness, gossips,  

 

“having been filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, 

greed, malice; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, craftiness, 

gossips,” 

 

v. 30 slanderers, hateful to God, violent, arrogant, 

boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,  

 

“slanderers, hateful to God, violent, arrogant, boastful, 

inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,” 

 

v. 31 without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, 

unmerciful;  

 

“without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, 

unmerciful;” 

 

And then he ends by saying this: 

 

v. 32 such are those who, knowing the requirement 

(ordinance) of God, that those who are practicing 

such things are worthy of death, they are not only 

doing the same, but also are giving hearty approval 

to those who are practicing them.  

 

“such are those who, knowing the requirement (or the 

ordinance) of God, that those who are practicing such things 
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are worthy of death, they are not only doing the same, but also 

are giving hearty approval to those who are practicing them.” 

 

Height of depravity, to give a guy a big hand for living in 

depravity and continue to practice sin with an arrogant 

attitude. 

 

Now these are the ten lessons that come out of our text. 

 

LESSON #1: We have a revelation of the righteousness of God 

in verse 17 and the wrath of God in verse 18. 

 

LESSON #2: It is possible to be holding down the truth by 

unrighteousness. 

 

LESSON #3: God is clearly seen in His creation. 

 

LESSON #4: Creation so clearly reveals God that man is 

without excuse. 

 

LESSON #5: Thoughts, words, and actions are affected when 

there is a rejection of the truth. 

 

LESSON #6: God’s response to man’s rejection is three-fold: 1) 

God gave them over to impurity; 2) God gave them over to 

degrading passions; and 3) God gave them over to a depraved 

mind. 

 

LESSON #7: Homosexuality can be cured. 
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LESSON #8: There are dire consequences to sexual 

disobedience. 

 

LESSON #9: The depraved, disqualified mind leads to 

distortion in interpersonal relationships. 

 

LESSON #10: Sin softens and feminizes men and destroys 

rugged manhood. 

 

Now we’ve used that phrase “God gave them over.” let’s end 

with another phrase:  

 

“God delivered him up.” 

 

God became man and Jesus Christ became the Lamb of God—

John 1:29. 

 

And the text of scripture says in Acts 2:23 that He delivered 

him up. He gave Him over. 

 

Romans 8:32 

 

He who spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us 

all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 

 

David Roper in his book The Strength of a Man says: 

 

(The Strength of a Man by David Roper) 

 

 He’s the God of failures, frauds, and born losers. He loves 
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us all, and He wants to make something of us.  

p. 51 

 

God is ready and waiting. 

 

Ecclesiastes 11:9 says: “Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth 

and walk in the ways of thine heart and the sight of thine 

eyes, but know through this, that for all these things God will 

bring you into judgment.” 

 

Let’s end with a prayer from Ruth Harms Calkin: 

 

Lord, 

There are countless things in my life 

That are inexcusable. 

There are things unaccountable 

And things unexplainable. 

There are things irrefutable 

And things irresponsible. 

But it comes to me with unutterable relief 

That because of Your amazing love 

Nothing in my life is unforgivable. 

    —Ruth Harms Calkin 

(source unknown) 

 

Father, we thank You that we can study Your Word. We have 

a choice. It’s either righteousness or wrath and the choice is 

really ours. Father, we pray for anyone who still thinks that 

You’re going to just let them in on their own righteousness. 

That they would realize that this is a serious matter because 
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they’re toying with evidence that’s quite to the contrary. 

Father, as we’ve seen such a graphic picture of our world, it 

makes us realize that the Bible is really up to date and man 

hasn’t changed much. The same sins that plagued the Roman 

world are the sins that are plaguing us today. The viciousness 

and the violence and the selfishness in love relationships is all 

about us. Father, continue to let us be lights that shine. Help 

us to always come into Your presence and love the smile on 

Your face because we’re obedient and we’re walking with You 

in truth. May Your Holy Spirit impress upon us the truth of 

the Word that we’ve studied. May we listen to that still small 

voice inside and look at the starry heavens and recognize 

You’re there and You’re waiting and ready for a relationship 

produced by the righteousness of Your Son. In Jesus’ name we 

pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

  

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

STUDY NUMBER TWO – ROMANS 1:18-32 

            NOTES 
v. 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who are holding down the 

truth by unrighteousness, 

v. 19 because that which is knowable about God is evident within them; 

for God made it evident to them. 

v. 20 For the invisible attributes of Him since the creation of the world 

are clearly seen, being understood by means of the things that are made, 

even His eternal power and divine nature, so that they are without 

excuse. 

v. 21 For even though they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God or 

give thanks; but their thoughts became directed to worthless things, and 

their foolish heart was darkened. 

v. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 

v. 23 and they exchanged the glory of the immortal God for an image in 

the likeness of mortal man and of birds and of four-footed animals and of 

reptiles. 

v. 24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to 

viciousness (impurity), that their bodies might be degraded among them. 

v. 25 For they exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and 

served the creation rather than the one who created, who is to be praised 

forever. Amen. 

v. 26 Because of this God gave them over to disgraceful (degrading) 

passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which 

is against nature, 

v. 27 and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function 

of the woman and burned in their desire towards one another, men with 

men committing shameless acts and receiving in themselves the due 

penalty of their error. 

v. 28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God 

gave them over to a depraved mind, to be doing those things which are 

not fitting, 

v. 29 having been filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, 

malice; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, craftiness, gossips, 
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            NOTES 
v. 30 slanderers, hateful to God, violent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of 

evil, disobedient to parents, 

v. 31 without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; 

v. 32 such are those who, knowing the requirement (ordinance) of God, 

that those who are practicing such things are worthy of death, they are 

not only doing the same, but also are giving hearty approval to those 

who are practicing them. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Romans 1:18-32 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. Against what is God’s wrath revealed, according to verse 

18? 

 

 

 

 

3. What two things can be known about God by the whole 

world, according to verse 20? 
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4. What two things are they guilty of not doing, according to 

verse 21? 

 

 

 

 

5. For what did they exchange the glory of God, according to 

verse 23? 

 

 

 

 

6. How do you think God feels about homosexuality, according 

to verses 26 & 27? 

 

 

 

 

7. List the twenty-one characteristics given of them in verses 

29-31. 

 

 

 

 

8. What are the consequences of this lifestyle, according to 

verse 32? 
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9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: We have a revelation of the righteousness of God 

in verse 17 and the wrath of God in verse 18. 

 

LESSON #2: It is possible to be holding down the truth by 

unrighteousness. 

 

LESSON #3: God is clearly seen in His creation. 

 

LESSON #4: Creation so clearly reveals God that man is 

without excuse. 

 

LESSON #5: Thoughts, words, and actions are affected when 

there is a rejection of the truth. 
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LESSON #6: God’s response to man’s rejection is three-fold:  

1) God gave them over to impurity; 2) God gave them over 

to degrading passions; and 3) God gave them over to a 

depraved mind. 

 

LESSON #7: Homosexuality can be cured. 

  

LESSON #8: There are dire consequences to sexual 

disobedience. 

 

LESSON #9: The depraved, disqualified mind leads to 

distortion in interpersonal relationships. 

 

LESSON #10: Sin softens and feminizes men and destroys 

rugged manhood. 
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