A Practical Study of ROMANS
The Gift of God’s Grace

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness™

Study Number Three - Romans 2:1-16

There 1s a day coming when it’s going to be a total surprise
because it really is going to be judgment day.

And what we’re looking at in chapter 2 is the consistency of
God’s judgment. We're going to see FOUR THINGS about
God’s judgment that is in chapter 2. But let’s go back to
chapter 1 for a minute just to get the flow of the argument.

In chapter 1 verse 17 Paul says there is a “righteousness from
God” which 1s available to us by faith. And the reason all of us
have a need for that righteousness is that our righteousness is
not acceptable in God’s presence.

All of us have one thing in common and that is we are not
acceptable in God’s sight from the standpoint of our

righteousness.

We are not accepted.

Isaiah 64:6




All our righteousnesses are like filthy rags in the eyes of

God...

So that makes us absolutely dependent upon the Lord making
provision for us to have that which will make us acceptable.
And that righteousness is ours as a gift. We don’t have to work
for 1it. We don’t have to sacrifice for it. We reach out and take
1t as a gift because God gave His only begotten Son to produce
that righteousness and it becomes ours by faith.

In our last study in verse 17 we had the “righteousness of
God” revealed from heaven.

In verse 18 we had the “wrath of God revealed from heaven.”
And the “wrath of God” was “revealed from heaven against all
unrighteousness and ungodliness.”

And we saw the kind of people that are going to be victims of
judgment and the wrath of God in our last study. They were
people who were worshiping the creation rather than the
Creator. They were people who believed in the lie rather than
in the truth. They were people who exchanged their sexual,
normal function for that which is abnormal and dysfunctional:
And we're all sitting here saying “Sic’em Lord! All those
people deserve that because they've ruled God out of their
lives. They don’t care about Him.”

And we can just hear the moralists and the people who are
very religious saying, “That’s right God. Judge the sinner.
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After all, You provided everything necessary and the sinner
deliberately chose that. So yes!”

Now what we have when we get to chapter 2 1s God moves in
and says, “Hey look. There 1s judgment for self-righteous
people.” The moralist is not going to escape the judgment of

God.

And that’s what makes these verses so uncomfortable.
Romans 2:1-16 1s the passage we're looking at. No matter how
moral we are or how many opportunities we've had, if we are
self-righteous—in other words righteousness which we have
produced, that we assume 1s going to make us acceptable—
we're going to have a big revelation in these verses.

There are TWO THINGS we’re going to learn:
1. the CERTAINTY of God’s judgment and

2. the CHARACTER of God’s judgment.

Now God’s judgment in these verses is going to be by His
standards, not ours. And a lot of people are living with false
suppositions that God’s judgment isn’t going to be all that bad
And they’re kind of playing down their lives and feeling no
concern and anxiety at all. And they’re making
rationalizations that are not going to fit.

Probably the greatest illustration of the conflict between the
two kinds of righteousness is in Matthew 7 in the Sermon on
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the Mount. Just as Jesus gets ready to end that message, He
says:

Matthew 7:22, 23

“Many will say unto Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in Your name? And did we not cast out demons in
Your name and perform miracles?” And I will declare to them,
‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice
lawlessness.”

In other words, REJECTION.

Even though they were religious, even though they were
involved in all kinds of things, yet they never came into
relationship. They never humbled themselves and in
brokenness acknowledged that God had something that they
needed in order to be ready for eternity.

Here’s a neat i1llustration:
EXCUSES! EXCUSES!

A radio news series about honesty in America talked about
excuses. The commentator said that people use three types of
excuses when guilty of wrongdoing. The first is outright
denial—[it’s] a rejection of any involvement. Sometimes this is
done even though the person is obviously guilty. The second is
the “It’s not my fault” excuse. (Often it is a loved one—a
husband or wife or parent. Sometimes it’s the boss.) A third
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form of excuse 1s the “I did it, but” approach. In this instance
the person blames circumstances for his shortcoming.

(From InfoSearch 2.21)

There’s going to be lots of excuses. There’s going to be lots of
explanations and lots of denials. But listen, it isn’t going to
work. When we see what we have to look forward to, as far as
God’s judgment 1s concerned here in chapter 2, it ought to
drive away from us any of these false suppositions that we
might be rationalizing in our own minds.

In chapter 1 God judged unrighteousness.
In chapter 2 God 1s judging self-righteousness.

Let’s put it this way, God will judge self-righteous and
religious people. Now that’s the principle for our study. If we
were to give one sentence to summarize everything we're
going to look at, God will judge self-righteous and religious
people.

Now having said that, let’s jump right into the text and see
what it’s got to say for us.

v. 1 Therefore you are without excuse, O man, everyone
who is passing judgment, for in that you are
judging another, you are condemning yourself; for
you who are judging are practicing the same
things.



“Therefore you are without excuse, O man, everyone who is
passing judgment, for in that you are judging another, you are
condemning yourself; for you who are judging are practicing
the same things.”

Now Paul 1s not talking about an individual here in Rome
when he says, “Therefore you are without excuse, O man.”

Sometimes when we’re building an argument or we're trying
to explain something to somebody, we use a straw-man
approach. We put up someone who represents everything
that’s contrary to what we're trying to teach and make clear.

That’s what he’s doing here when he uses the term “O man.”
He’s using a representative person who is religious and who
has been listening to chapter 1 and saying “Sic’em God! Right
on! Amen brother! Preach it to those sinners!” And now he’s
saying to this man, this religious man, this self-righteous man
“you are without excuse.”

The word “Therefore” points us all the way back to verse 18:

“the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men.”

“Therefore you are without excuse, O man...”
Now remember we had the little phrase “without excuse” in

our last study? When he got down to verse 20, he says “you
6



are without excuse” because every man has a conscience
inside and he has the creation outside so he knows that God
exists. And he knows he needs to respond to Him so when he
stands before God, he doesn’t have any excuse with regard to
his salvation. He has a witness inside and a witness outside.

Now when 1t comes to judgment, he says we have no excuse.
He says there’s absolutely none. And then he says “everyone
who 1s passing judgment, for in that you are judging another,
you are condemning yourself; for you who are judging are
practicing the same things.”

By the very reading of this verse, and by experience, the
people who are religious and who are self-righteous are the
most critical people in the world. We’'ll find the two go
together.

We have a critical spirit and we have self-righteousness—they
just go together.

Remember the story of the Pharisee and the tax collector?

They both go up to the temple to pray. Here’s the self-
righteous Pharisee, how does he pray? “I thank God I fast
every week and I pray and I give of my money. And I thank
God I'm not a swindler, I'm not a thief, I'm not a liar, I'm not a
cheat. And above all, I'm not like this tax collector over here.”

And remember the tax collector? What did he do? “God be
merciful to me, a sinner.” And what did the Lord say?
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So we see a religious person can go through all the motions.
He can fast, he can pray, he can give, he can function in the
position of leadership. He can do, do, do, do, do. But if he has
never come to repentance and in brokenness received the
righteousnesses available in a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ, he too 1s going to experience God’s wrath and
judgment.

And that’s uncomfortable, but let’s look at it and not allow 1t
to disturb us only to the point that we render what needs to be
done in view of what the passage teaches us.

So we're saying here that a person who 1s self-righteous a lot
of times will just reach out and criticize everybody else.

Now Jesus really had a hard time with the self-righteous
people. Remember, they were the very ones who worked it out
for Him to be put on the cross. And when He gave His most
scathing denunciation of the self-righteous people it was in
Matthew 23. He says:

Matthew 23:24-28

You blind guides, who strain at a gnat and you swallow a
camel! Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside you're
full of robbery and self-indulgence. You blind Pharisee, first
clean the i1nside of the cup and of the dish, so the outside of it
may become clean also. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
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hypocrites! You're like whitewashed tombs which on the
outside appear beautiful, but inside you're full of dead men’s
bones and all uncleanness. Even so you too outwardly appear
righteous to men, but inwardly you're full of hypocrisy and
lawlessness.

That’s what he’s saying in this first verse.

Individuals who are moralists, who are religious and who are
judging everybody else, and doing the very same things
they're condemning everybody else for.

So when he starts the very first verse, we almost feel like he 18
talking about Jesus in Matthew 7 in the Sermon on the Mount
when he says “Why do you sit around trying to pick a speck of
sawdust out of your brother’s eye when you’ve got a log
sticking out of your own?” (ref. Matthew 7:3)

In other words, the critical spirit is foreign to a person who
has experienced the righteousness of God.

One writer said:

He 1s going to be full of judgment, goodie-goodie people.
(source unknown)

That puts it in layman’s terminology.
“Therefore you are without excuse, O man, everyone who 1s

passing judgment’—and there’s TWO REASONS for it in that
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verse.

1. “for in that you are judging another, you are condemning
yourself;”

2.  “for you who are judging are practicing the same things.”

Now there 1s an old Yiddish proverb when it comes to criticism
and 1t says:

“If one man calls you an ass pay him no mind. But if two men
call you an ass go get a saddle.”
(source unknown)

What we'’re doing is there is a place and a time to listen to
criticism.

This whole sorted experience that all of us have had with
these hearings has been for one purpose.
Charles Haddon Spurgeon said:

(Life and Works of Rev. Charles H. Spurgeon by Henry
Davenport Northrop, D.D.)

If some of these brethren [these critical spirits] go on their
way to heaven alone, they will increase the heaven below of

those who are not forced to put up with them.
p. 297

Well said. We would have a great comfort zone if we sent a
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bunch of them on their way.
Another poet put it this way:

Faults in others I can see;
But praise the Lord,
There's none 1n me.

(From InfoSearch 2.21)
That does it doesn’t 1t?
Here’s a neat little story:

Once a young man’s habit of criticizing backfired on him. One
evening, while waiting for [the] bus, he was standing with a
crowd of people looking in the window of a taxidermist shop.
In the center of the window [of the taxidermist shop] was a
large owl that attracted the attention of all who passed by.
The self-appointed expert began to criticize the job done on it.
“If I couldn’t do better than that,” he said pompously, “I'd find
another business. Just look at it. The head is out of
proportion, the pose of the body 1s unnatural, and the feet are
pointed in the wrong direction.” Just then the owl turned his
head and gave the fellow a broad wink. The crowd laughed as
the critic slinked away.

(From InfoSearch 2.21)

It’s the easiest thing in the world to get a critical spirit. And
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really when we take self-righteousness and criticism we have
a pretty good symptom that these people are self-righteous
and they don’t have a relationship. Know why? When a person
has a real relationship with Jesus Christ there’s one thing
that flows from his life and that’s compassion.

When we really have a relationship with Christ, we’re not
selfish. We're not going to sit around and keep it to ourselves.
We're going to die for others because we want them to know
Christ too.

Rescue the perishing,

Care for the dying,

Snatch them in pity from sin and the grave;
(source unknown)

We can always tell when a person has a right attitude toward
God because he has a deep, abiding, compassionate concern
for the lost that have been deceived and are condemned for
eternity. And that was Jesus’ whole ministry.

Mark 2:17

“I came not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.
They that are whole have no need of a physician, but they that
are sick.”

And this is the right attitude rather than lashing out with a
critical spirit.
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v. 2 But we are knowing that the judgment of God is
according to truth against those who are practicing
such things.

“But we are knowing that the judgment of God 1s according to
truth against those who are practicing such things.”

Now there’s the first of FOUR THINGS about God’s judgment
that we’re going to learn:

1. “according to truth.”

God’s judgment 1s going to be “according to truth.” We can
trust it. It’s reliable. And “those who are practicing such
things” are going to be judged.

Now in verse 1 we have the JUDGMENT OF MAN.

In verse 2 we have the JUDGMENT OF GOD.

In verse 1 the judgment of MAN is NOT SOUND.

But in verse 2 our very first lesson is “the judgment of God 1s
according to truth.”

Now let’s look at an Old Testament 1llustration of that.

In Daniel chapter 5 Belshazzar is the king. And he’s drinking
wine and having a big party but he’s drinking wine out of the
temple utensils. He’s a reprobate old king and leader. And
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while they’re having this big party, there’s an unseen hand
that comes in and starts writing on the wall and nobody can
interpret what’s written on the wall. And finally somebody
says, “You know if we get Daniel he can tell us what it says.”

And so they bring Daniel in. And remember what Daniel said?

“Mene, Mene, Tekel, Parsin.” You are weighed in the balances
and found wanting. (ref. Daniel. 5:25-28)

In other words, “Belshazzar, God just judged you tonight and
in scales of God’s honest, truthful judgment, you were weighed
in the balances and found wanting.” And that’s another way of
saying “Belti baby it’s all over tonight!” Because he died and
lost his kingdom that very night.

That’s what judgment 1s about. It’s putting the things in the
scales and allowing us to see for ourselves, as we stand before
God’s judgment, that “according to truth,” not according to
false suppositions, not according to false ideas or anything
else. It’s what God says! And He says “Here, you're weighed in
the balances and found wanting.”

Now notice the little phrase “practicing such things.” What
does that mean?

That takes us back to our last study. In verse 32, our last
verse of the study he said:

Romans 1:32
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such are those who are knowing the requirements of God, are
those who are practicing such things...

So what does “such things” refer to? The three things that we
talked about that they exchanged for.

They exchanged the worship of the Creator for creation—
IDOLATRY.

They exchanged the truth for a lie—human INVENTIONS.

They exchanged the normal sexual function for the abnormal
sexual function—IMMORALITY.

So they were guilty of idolatry, inventions and immorality.

And 1t’s those things that these very judges who are self-
righteous are involved in participating in.

Here’s a big question.

v. 3 And are you supposing this, O man, the one who is
judging those who are practicing such things and
are doing the same things, that you will escape the
judgment of God?

“And are you supposing this, O man, that the one who 1s

judging those who are practicing such things and are doing

the same things,”—see those are the things in chapter one—
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“that you will escape the judgment of God?”

“Do you think that because you're trying to help me out by
being a self-appointed judge that you're not going to be judged
because you're a self-appointed judge?”

Now that’s a serious question.

Hebrews 2:3

how shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?...
There 1s no escaping the judgment of God.

But the danger of all this is how the human mind, filled with
pride, can rationalize away things and turn arguments.

Barbara Chesser 1s a psychologist from Waco, Texas. Now
listen to this. This just makes us think that we’re sitting in
our conflict in our marriage.

(21 Myths That Can Wreck Your Marriage: How a Couple Can
Avoid Head-on Collisions by Barbara Russell Chesser)

I offer constructive criticism; you are a nag.

I am determined; you are stubborn.

I am tactful; you are apple polishing.

I am consistent; you are set in your ways.

I stand up for what I believe; you are a fanatic.

I keep my things organized; you are a compulsive neurotic.
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I use discernment; you are picky.

I am careful about details; you are a fussbudget.

I am forthright; you are a loudmouth.

I take credit where credit is due; you are a braggart.

I take responsibility; you are a worrywart.

I keep a low profile; you are a wimp.

I know how to relax; you are a deadbeat.

I look at things realistically; you are a pessimist.

I don't take any guff off anyone; you pass the buck.

I am deliberate; you are dead slow.

I am accommodating; you compromise your standards.
p. 11

We can come up with all kinds of rationalizations about how 1t
really 1s. And that’s where we have to be so careful. We're not
golng to escape the judgment of God.

v. 4 Or are you entertaining wrong ideas of the riches
of His kindness and delay and patience, not
knowing that the kindness of God is leading you to
repentance?

“Or are you entertaining”—get ready. Here’s a big one.

“Or are you entertaining wrong ideas of the riches of His
kindness and delay and patience, not knowing that the
kindness of God 1s leading you to repentance?”

Are we mature enough to entertain the possibility that we
could be wrong?
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Probably in the realm of religion, we have the most difficult
time helping people to reality when they have their concepts
set in concrete. It’s known as the UNTEACHABLE SPIRIT—

wrong ideas about God. That’s what he’s asking here.

“are you entertaining wrong ideas” about God and His
judgment and His goodness?

What is one of the dominant themes of contemporary
Christianity?

It’s that we come to God and God will bless us with health,
wealth and prosperity. Right?

Okay that’s a dominant theme. We're not going to argue about
that. That’s not the issue.

In other words, we come to God and we get our life right with
God and the way we can tell we have our life right with God is
everything turns up roses. We start having health, wealth and
prosperity. That’s a supposition.

But then who gets the blame when the wheels come off and
the wagon turns over?

“God, You really gave me a bum one on that one! I sure must
have done something dirty and ugly to get that one!”

Now every one of those things that we just got through
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describing is a false supposition about God.

As we read this verse it says, “are you entertaining wrong
1deas of the riches of His kindness and delay and patience, not
knowing that the kindness of God is leading you to
repentance?”

How does God really deal with us? When we are being blessed
and we’re being prospered and when God 1s taking care of us
and He’s being so patient with our disobedience and sin, that’s
God saying, “Oh I just want to load you up with blessing so
you know that I love you and you’ll repent.”

This picture 1s of the father and the prodigal son running to
get his arms around that foul-smelling kid, to draw him to
himself and restore him to all of the rights and privileges of
sonship because he loves him!

And it happens. The boy repents and he comes home. And he
responds properly to live under the authority of his father.

That’s God. That’s the way God works.

It’s not if we're having a good time and everything is fine and
our kids are heading the right direction and our marriage is
alright and work 1s going well. Don’t equate that with the
blessing of God necessarily. It just might be that God’s loading
with benefit and blessing in hopes that we’ll repent and
realize where it’s coming from.

And the other side of it, if we’re having a rough time, don’t get
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bitter and start blaming God but try to discover what qualities
of character, of Christlikeness, He’s trying to produce in our
life because He loves us too much to let us self-destruct. And
so He’s working in our life to produce good character.

But Satan loves to distort all that and because he does, he
drives a wedge between us and a loving God who 1s so
concerned that He does all of this to lead us to repentance.

Now we can have “wrong 1ideas” about God when we think
that we're going to escape judgment.

We can have “wrong ideas” about God and His goodness and
His grace when we think that all of this proves that
everything’s great with us and God because we’re being
blessed. But it’s to lead us to repentance.

Here’s a great verse:

Isaiah 30:15

This 1s what the sovereign Lord, the Holy One of Israel, says:
“In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and
trust is your strength, [and then the last phrase] but you
would have none of it.”

In other words, this is the way God would like to bless us:

in repentance and rest,
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In quietness and trust,
“but you would have none of it.”
In other words, “you chose not to do what I wanted you to do.”

v. 5 But in accordance with your stubbornness and
unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for
yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the
righteous judgment of God,

“But 1in accordance with your stubbornness and unrepentant
heart”™— that is the characteristic of a self-righteous person.

“But in accordance with your stubbornness and unrepentant
heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath
and revelation of the righteous judgment of God,”

Wow!

See that word that’s translated “stubbornness” there? That’s
the word for “sclerosis.”

How do we use the word “sclerosis”? We think of
arteriosclerosis. In other words, hardening of the arteries.
That’s what that word means. It means “hardness.”

Remember Pharaoh as he was confronted by the series of

plagues in the life of Moses, his heart was hardened...his

heart was hardened...his heart was hardened. And finally
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comes the death of the first-born—that’s the same concept
here.

Our hearts can be so rubbed with divine truth that they
become hardened.

One writer said:

“hardening of the arteries may take a person to the grave, but
hardening of his spiritual heart will take him to hell.”
(source unknown)

And that’s the picture that’s described.

In Mark 3:5 Jesus 1s 1n the synagogue on the Sabbath and
there’s a guy there that has a withered hand. He’s evidently
had some kind of disease that’s withered it up. And Jesus
turns to the Pharisees, the self-righteous, and says, “is it right
to do good on the Sabbath to save a life or to heal?” And they
didn’t answer Him and it says Jesus looked around at them
“orieved at their callousness of heart.” (ref. Mark 3:5)

And that word again, “hardness of heart.”

We can let truth rub us so much because we go through the
motions of sitting through services, singing songs, knowing all
the answers, that our heart just gets hard and a callous forms.
And as a result, we become stubborn.

One lady described her husband who was a perfectionist as
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“he’s as stubborn as a new bottle of ketchup.” It’s just he is not
going to respond.

Now when a person is like that—and oh God help us if we're
like that. If we've listened so much and we’ve heard so much,
1t’s hard to get to the soft part. It’s hard to get down where we
really can be sensitive toward what the Spirit of God 1s saying
“In accordance with your stubbornness and unrepentant
heart.”

What are we doing?

“you are storing up wrath...in the day of wrath and revelation
of the righteous judgment of God.”

See that word “storing up”? That’s the word for making a
reservoir. That’s the word for building a dam and letting all of
1t just pile up behind. And one of these days the dam 1s going
to break.

Isaiah predicted it. He said:

Isaiah 59:19

...for He will come like a pent-up flood in His wrath, that the
breath of the Lord drives along.

Instead of laying up for themselves treasures in heaven,
they’re “storing up wrath...in the day of wrath” because of
their stubborn, hardened, “unrepentant heart.”
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Self-righteous people.

It’s been stored up there and all of a sudden 1t breaks loose
and comes down in judgment, like an avalanche, upon those
who have refused because of their self-righteousness, the
righteousness of God which is available in Jesus Christ.

Now we see that in the book of Revelation—Revelation 6:19.
God’s wrath stored up against sin. And when 1t was poured
out in those seals and those trumpets and then finally the last
one when they're poured out of the bowls, that’s the picture
that’s described here.

Now 1s America getting close to that?
Steve Farrar has written a book called Point Man which is
basically to men and to how they should lead their families.

This 1s what he says:

(Point Man: How a Man Can Lead a Family by Steve Farrar)

* In 1960, one out [of] every ten households was
maintained by a woman with no husband present; in 1986;
one out of every six households was maintained by a
woman with no husband present.

* Tonight, enough teenagers to fill the Rose Bowl, Cotton

Bowl, Sugar Bowl, Orange Bowl, Fiesta Bowl, and the

average Super Bowl will practice prostitution to support
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drug addictions.

* One million teenage girls will get pregnant out of
wedlock this year.

* Five hundred thousand of those girls will abort their
babies.

« Of all the fourteen-year-old girls alive today, 40 percent
will become pregnant by their nineteenth birthday.

+ Sixty percent of all church-involved teenagers are
sexually active.

+ Sixty-six percent of American high school seniors have
used 1llegal drugs.

« Every seventy-eight seconds, a teenager in America
attempts suicide.
p. 18

Sin produces sin.

And God will give us our way. Remember in our last study?

He gave them over...He gave them over...He gave them over.
And what did they do? Self-destruct.

Sin has a bitter, bitter fruit.
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v. 6 who will render to every man according to his

deeds:

“who will render to every man according to his deeds:”

What was the first characteristic of judgment? It’s “according
to truth”—verse 2.

What’s the second one? It’s “according to his deeds.”

When we come to divine judgment, it’s always going to be on
the basis of one’s deeds.

We will demonstrate before God with our computer print-out
whether or not the righteousness of God has inspired the good
deeds and the fruit that’s grown from our life. That’ll be the
Judgment Seat of Christ—2 Corinthians 5:10—“we must all
appear there...”

But the same thing is true of everybody who’s not a Christian.

Remember in Revelation 20 the Great White Throne
Judgment, everybody is judged according to his works and he
was condemned and lost his life and his eternal future
because rejection was stamped on the works which he had
performed.

So he “will render to every man according to his deeds.”

Now there 1s a troublesome little word and it’s the word
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“every.”

It occurs 1n verse 6, 1n verse 9 and verse 10.
It’s “every man.”

It’s “every soul.”

It’s “every man” is going to stand before God.

Jeremiah 17:10

I the Lord search the heart

and I examine the mind,

to reward a man according to his conduct,
according to what his deeds deserve.

And so God 1s going to judge and He knows what motivates
the things which we do.

Brennan Manning says:

(Lion and Lamb by Brennan Manning)

In 1980, the day before Christmas, Richard Ballenger’s
mother in Anderson, South Carolina, was busy wrapping
packages and asked her young son to shine her shoes. Soon,
with the proud smile that only a seven-year-old can muster,
he presented the shoes for inspection. His mother was so
pleased that she gave him a quarter.
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On Christmas morning as she put on the shoes to go to
church, she noticed a lump in one shoe. She took it off and
found a quarter wrapped in paper. Written on the paper in a
child's scrawl were the words, “I done 1t for love.”

p. 186

That’s what God 1s going to discern. Is it done for love? Is it
done out of a heart filled with gratitude because the
righteousness of God has been provided that we might stand

there redeemed by the blood of the Lamb? And that’ll be a
joyous occasion for all those who know Him.

v. 7 to those who by perseverance in doing good
seeking for glory and honor and immortality, life
eternal;

“to those who by perseverance in doing good seeking for glory
and honor and immortality, life eternal;”

What’s our KEY WORD when it comes to the Christian life?
It’s “perseverance.” It’s remaining under the stress. It’s
staying in there and being steadfast.

1 Corinthians 15:58

Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord.

As Christians, we can tell each other, “Just hang in there. I'll
see you at the finish line.”
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Don’t quit our race. Just persevere, keep going. A lot of its
going to be tough but God’s got a divine curriculum to produce
Christlikeness in us so stay with it and finish our race.

This i1s the way Max Lucado describes it:

(In the Eve of the Storm: A Dayv in the Life of Jesus
by Max Lucado)

“Blessed are the meek,” Jesus said. The word meek does
not mean weak. It means focused. It 1s a word used to describe
a domesticated stallion. Power under control. Strength with a
direction.

Blessed are those who are harnessed. Blessed are those
who recognize their God-given responsibilities. Blessed are
those who acknowledge that there is only one God and have
quit applying for his position. Blessed are those who know
what on earth they are on earth to do and set themselves
about the business of doing it. Blessed are those who are able

to “discern what is best.”
p. 99

And it was Charles Haddon Spurgeon who said:

(Life and Works of Rev. Charles H. Spurgeon by Henry
Davenport Northrop, D.D.)

Perseverance is the main thing in life. To hold on, and
hold out to the end, 1s the chief matter.
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pp. 378-79

Someone was telling the story about the man who walked
from New York to southern California. He was asked “what
was your hardest problem?” He said “You won’t believe this. It
was not the mountains. It was not the cold. It was not the
rain. It was the sand in my shoes.

That’s really it. It’s those picky, little irritations every day
that wear us down and keep us from going on.

But he says:

“to those who by perseverance in doing good seeking for glory
and honor and immortality, life eternal;”

That’s it!
One old southern preacher said:

(Escape the Coming Night by Dr. David Jeremiah with C. C.
Carlson)

“It’s time for our church to wake up and sing up, preach up
and pray up and never give up or let up or back up or shut up,
until the church is filled up or we go up. Amen.”

p. 55

That guy 1s hot and ready! Isn’t he? Man, what an inspiration!
Some of those guys can put that stuff together like that and
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we get so blessed.

v. 8 but to those who are selfishly ambitious and are
not obeying the truth, but obeying
unrighteousness, wrath and anger.

“but to those who are selfishly ambitious”—here’s the self-
righteous one—“and are not obeying the truth, but obeying
unrighteousness,”—what can they expect?

Two things that aren’t very pretty:
“wrath and anger.”

v. 9 [There will be] tribulation and anguish upon every
soul of man who is doing evil, of the Jew first and
also of the Greek,

“[There will be] tribulation and anguish upon every soul of
man who 1s doing evil,”

The Jews didn’t like this but it says:

“of the Jew first and also of the Greek,”

Now remember in our last study, the Jew first with regard to
salvation and then the Greek. And Paul just wants the Jews
to know just because they’re religious without a relationship
doesn’t mean they’re going to be exempt from judgment. In
fact they’re going to be first in judgment, too, just like they
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were first in salvation. And also, the Gentile—first in both.
It was Thoreau who put it this way when he said:

(Lion and Lamb by Brennan Manning)

“The mass of men live lives of quiet desperation.” They still
walk around. They still perform all the gestures and
movements that we identify as human. But the fire inside of
them has died. They have lost the vision. They have lost what
Boris Pasternak calls, “The inward music. . . .” They are
zonked spectators [get this] carried along on a mechanical
sidewalk, like travelers at the Atlanta airport.

p. 163

What a picture of some people’s lives, just living from day to
day. To exist without any fire, any fervency, any excitement
about what God 1is doing.

v. 10 but glory and honor and peace to every man who
is doing good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

“but™—in CONTRAST for us. Look at that! Three great
words!—“glory and honor and peace to every man who is doing
good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.”

What are we supposed to do?

Philippians 3:14
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I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus.

One of the greatest stories of perseverance was about a pigeon
and 1t was 1n Our Daily Bread:

In World War I, the American 308th regiment was surrounded
by enemy forces and under severe mortar and machine gun
fire. Casualties were heavy and supplies were short. The
unbearable situation intensified when American artillery
began shelling the sector where the 308th had dug in. The
only communication was by carrier pigeon. In desperation, a
sergeant released the last bird with a note pleading for the
Americans to hold their fire.

As soon as the pigeon lifted off, a stray bullet grazed the
side of his head and tore out his left eye. Then a piece of
shrapnel hit his chest, shattering his breastbone. But his
homing instinct was strong and he struggled onward.
Somewhere 1n the flight another piece of shrapnel tore off his
left leg, leaving the message cannister dangling from torn
ligaments. The pigeon made it to his loft, however, and the
order went out immediately to stop shelling. The 308th
survived.

(From Our Daily Bread, August 19, year unknown)

We're going to get shot at. We're going to get wounded. We all
walk with a limp. But God wants us to persevere and to
continue to the finish line and to be faithful. That’s the picture
here.
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Now the third characteristic of judgment:
v. 11 For there is no partiality with God.
“For there 1s no partiality with God.”

In other words, God 1s not going to look at our smiling little
face and say, “Oh, aren’t you nice” and let the judgment pass.

Everybody 1s going to be the same here.

First, it’s “according to trust’—verse 2.

Secondly, it’s “according to man’s deeds”—verse 6.

And thirdly, it’s without “partiality.”

There 1sn’t anyone who will have the inside tracks. Whether
they’re Pharisees, Jews or whatever, God 1s perfectly
1impartial in His judgment. And yet we fill our lives with all
kinds of partiality, don’t we? We have preferences according tg

color, to culture, and to background.

Brennan Manning, a priest who has found the grace of God,
told this story:

(Lion and Lamb by Brennan Manning)

On a recent flight to South Carolina from New Orleans, I
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had the opportunity for a lengthy period of centering prayer. I
closed my eyes, silently began to repeat the name of Jesus,
and became conscious in faith of Jesus in my heart. During a
two-hour layover in the Atlanta airport I decided I had better
get a shoeshine to look more presentable to the Episcopalians
to whom I would be speaking. An elderly black shined my
shoes for the going rate of one dollar and fifty cents. I handed
him two dollars and said, “Now you get up in the chair and I'll
shine your shoes.”

He said, “Huh? What?”

“I won’t charge you.”

He stared at me suspiciously. “What for, then?”

“Because you're my brother.”

He really looked disconcerted then. Finally he said, “Well;
when I ain’t busy the boss leaves me some shoes to shine. But
thank you anyway.”

When I saw tears in his eyes, I reached out and hugged
him and he said softly, “No white man ever talked to me like
that before.”

p. 109

That’s without partiality.

That’s James chapter 2. In James 2 we are told not to hold oug
faith with partiality because judgment 1s also going to be
perfectly impartial. God is going to judge on the basis of the
truth, on the basis of works and without partiality.

Now how much time do we have before the judgment’s going
to come for us? One guy did it this way to get us really
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thinking.

He took life and he condensed it from 7 a.m. in the morning
until midnight. And he came up with this statistic:

If it’s 7 a.m. you’ve just been born.

If it’s 10:25 a.m., you're 15.

If you're 25, it’s 12:42 p.m.

If you're 35, it’s 3:00 p.m.

If you're 45, it’s 5:16 p.m.

If you're 55, it’s 7:34 p.m.

If you're 65, it’s 9:55 p.m.

And if you're 70, it’s 11:00 p.m.

(paraphrased from InfoSearch 2.21)
Kind of scary, isn’t 1t?
The next three verses all start with the word “For.”

These are reasons why God’s judgment 1s going to be
1mpartial.

Now remember this has nothing to do with salvation. It has to
do with judgment. That’s our theme and we’ll get lost here if
we try to put salvation in here. This has to do with how God’s
going to judge. It’s going to be impartial for THREE
REASONS.
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Verse 12—number one.

v. 12 For as many as sinned without Law shall also
perish without Law; and as many as sinned under
Law shall be judged by Law;

“For as many as sinned without Law shall also perish without
Law; and as many as sinned under Law shall be judged by
Law;”

See the word “sinned”?

“The wages of sin 1s death.” (ref. Romans 6:23)

It’s 6 of one and half dozen of the other. Whether we have the
Law or not the Law, God’s judgment is impartial.

Now, verse 13—second reason.

v. 13 for not the hearers of Law are just before God, but
the doers of Law shall be justified.

“for not the hearers of Law are just before God, but the doers
of Law shall be justified.”

In other words, coming into relationship with God I am living
in obedience to what His Word teaches me. And so therefore I
am manifesting that I have the faith. I do it.

That’s the wise man who builds his house upon the rock at the
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end of the Sermon on the Mount. He’s a doer and he i1s not just
a hearer.

v. 14 For when Gentiles who are not having the Law are
doing by nature the things of the Law, these, not
having Law, are a law to themselves,

“For when Gentiles who are not having the Law are doing by
nature the things of the Law, these, not having Law, are a law
to themselves,”

v. 15 in that they are showing the work of the Law
written in their hearts, their conscience bearing
witness, and their thoughts in the meanwhile
accusing or else defending themselves,

“In that they are showing the work of the Law written”—
WHERE?—"“In their hearts, their conscience bearing witness,
and their thoughts in the meanwhile accusing or else
defending themselves,”

The fourth thing about judgment—Ilast verse.

v. 16 on the day when, according to my gospel, God will
judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus.

“on the day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the
secrets of men through Christ Jesus.”

There’s not going to be any secrets. We're not going to end up
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with a hearing with a whole lot of questions. We're going to
know the truth. There will be no secrets at God’s judgment.

Now take all four of those things and put them together and
we understand God’s judgment on the self-righteous.

Verse 2, it’s “according to truth.”
Verse 6, 1it’s “according to his deeds.”
Verse 11, it’s without “partiality.”
And verse 16, 1t’s “the secrets of men.”
So we can condense it.

God’s judgment 1s according to truth, according to works,

without respect of persons, and with no secrets. The truth is
told.

Why is it when we’re guilty we just hate for the truth to be
known?

There’s a Washington state judge who's developed a very
Iinteresting way to handle his drunken drivers. He created a
bumper sticker that said, “This car is owned by a convicted
drunk driver.” And he says he has become so unpopular. They
want anything else but to have that bumper sticker put on
their car because they don’t want anybody to know that
they’ve been convicted. They would rather do anything than to
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have 1t put on there.

But would we be willing to say, “Maybe I've got some wrong
1deas about God and His judgment? And maybe I am going to
experience judgment if I am self-righteous rather than ever
having come to a relationship with Christ, then I've
accomplished my purpose.”

There are 10 lessons.

Lesson #1: God will judge self-righteous and religious people.
Lesson #2: God 1s not judging by our standards, but by His.
Lesson #3: The judgment of God 1s according to truth.
Lesson #4: No one will escape the judgment of God.

Lesson #5: God’s loving acts of grace should lead us to
repentance.

Lesson #6: Stubbornness and a lack of repentance are storing
up wrath.

Lesson #7: Our words demonstrate the reception or rejection
of salvation.

Lesson #8: Perseverance 1s a part and parcel of Christian
growth and development.
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Lesson #9: There 1s no partiality with God.

Lesson #10: God will also judge the secrets of men through
Jesus Christ.

Dave Dravecky, a baseball player a number of years ago,
wrote a great book. He developed a little lump on his left arm
while he was pitching. And they went in and discovered that it
was malignant. And they took out this whole muscle in his
arm. He loved pitching so much that he made it all the way
back, won some games for the San Francisco Giants. And then
he was pitching in Toronto and when he pitched his arm
shattered. He rolled over and was lying flat on the mound in
front of the crowd.

Out of that they went back, took out the rest of it, went back
and eventually took the whole arm. Dave Dravecky tells the

story how one ballplayer—because he knew Jesus Christ—
brought he and his wife to Christ:

(Comeback by Dave Dravecky with Tim Stafford)

Eventually we made a decision. We committed ourselves
together to follow the personal God we learned about in the
Bible, to follow Jesus wherever he might lead us. We admitted
to him that we needed to be forgiven if we were going to be
regarded as his children, because we fell short of him in a
million ways. We chose to believe what the Bible said: that
Jesus Christ had died on the cross precisely because of that
sinfulness, to take it away. We accepted his death as given on
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our behalf, and promised to live our lives in his love from that
time on, with his help.

pp. 77-78

Now he was swamped with letters, from all across the country
when he fell off the mound that day, people who knew all that
he did and what he represented in making this phenomenal
comeback. It touched sports writers and people all over the
country when that happened. But he got a letter from a guy ini
San Quinton who was on death row that really touched him.

(Comeback by Dave Dravecky with Tim Stafford)

Dear Dave,
God bless you! You're the type of guy I always thought I'd
be. I really do care, and I'm a loving person, but I've made
a tragic mistake, and I'm now at San Quentin’s death row.
I was an 1diot and got involved in cocaine, and it has cost
me my life as well as the life I took.
I have written the warden twice to see if there’s any way
we as Christians here can try to help Alex Vlahos. [He’s
the guy who need a bone marrow transplant.] If they could
get even one third of the inmates at Quentin and Folsom,
his chances of getting the proper donor would really
increase. I know Alex is not the only one with that
sickness, so if they gave us the tests and kept records, we
could possibly help others.
It’s really hard being a Christian here because there is so
much hate. But we do hold Bible studies and fellowship
with one another. [And then he says this.]
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I just wanted to say get well soon. I actually cried when
you fell off the mound. I know it took a lot to come back.
You can imagine what my life is worth here. Everyone
thinks we should all be killed, and even though the real me
didn’t take that life, I deserve to die. You may think I'm
crazy, but if there’s any way to transplant a new bone in
your arm, you can have mine. I'm truly serious. I'd be
honored. I would just like to help any who are in need.
I'm making a card for Alex before I send this, so if you
could give it to him when you see him, and give him a hug
for me, please tell him there’s a lot of brothers here
praying for him.
And Dave, if you want the bone it’s yours. Like the news
said, you'll be prone to fractures. Mine has never been
broken.

Love 1n Christ,

J.

P.S. You can have my muscle, too, if it will help.

pp. 209-10

Robert Fulghum in his book Uh-Oh in his first chapter gives
us an equation:

(Uh-Oh by Robert Fulghum)

“Uh-oh” is more than a momentary reaction to small

problems. “Uh-oh” 1s an attitude—a perspective on the
universe. It 1s part of an equation that summarizes my view of
the conditions of existence:
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“ah-huh” + “oh-wow” + “uh-oh”
+ “oh, God” = “ah-hah!”
p. 6

Ah-hah!

Salvation centers in Jesus Christ. He took our judgment and
gave us His righteousness.

Father, we pray, if there are those who are confused about
what the judgment’s going to be like, that You'd cause them to
discover the thrill of the new birth. That they would discover
that You have provided everything that’s necessary to make
us acceptable on that day of judgment. We pray that we would
be people who would listen to Amos the prophet who said
“prepare to meet your God.” Thank You that we can study
Your Word and that it makes sense to us when we see it in
this context. We pray as we study Your Word that each of our
lives will be enriched from the experience. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of ROMANS
The Gift of God’s Grace

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness™

STUDY NUMBER THREE — ROMANS 2:1-16

NOTES

v. 1 Therefore you are without excuse, O man, everyone who is
passing judgment, for in that you are judging another, you are
condemning yourself; for you who are judging are practicing the
same things.

v. 2 But we are knowing that the judgment of God is according to
truth against those who are practicing such things.

v. 3 And are you supposing this, O man, the one who is judging
those who are practicing such things and are doing the same
things, that you will escape the judgment of God?

v. 4 Or are you entertaining wrong ideas of the riches of His
kindness and delay and patience, not knowing that the kindness of
God is leading you to repentance?

v. 5 But in accordance with your stubbornness and unrepentant
heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and
revelation of the righteous judgment of God,

v. 6 who will render to every man according to his deeds:

v. 7 to those who by perseverance in doing good seeking for glory
and honor and immortality, life eternal,

v. 8 but to those who are selfishly ambitious and are not obeying
the truth, but obeying unrighteousness, wrath and anger.

v. 9 [There will be] tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man
who is doing evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek,

v. 10 but glory and honor and peace to every man who is doing
good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

v. 11 For there 1s no partiality with God.

v. 12 For as many as sinned without Law shall also perish without
Law; and as many as sinned under Law shall be judged by Law;

v. 13 for not the hearers of Law are just before God, but the doers
of Law shall be justified.
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NOTES

v. 14 For when Gentiles who are not having the Law are doing by
nature the things of the Law, these, not having Law, are a law to
themselves,

v. 15 in that they are showing the work of the Law written in their
hearts, their conscience bearing witness, and their thoughts in the
meanwhile accusing or else defending themselves,

v. 16 on the day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the
secrets of men through Christ Jesus.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Romans 2:1-16 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. Why are those who are judging others condemning
themselves, according to verse 1?

3. What is the basis for God’s judgment, according to verse 27

46



4. Where 1s the kindness of God supposed to lead, according to
verse 47

5. What is the consequence of a stubborn and unrepentant
heart, according to verse 57

6. According to verse 6 and Revelation 20:11-15, what 1s the
basis for God’s judgment?

7. What are the consequences of doing evil, according to
verse 97

8. What are the consequences of doing good, according to
verse 107
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9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: God will judge self-righteous and religious
people.

LESSON #2: God is not judging by our standards, but by His.
LESSON #3: The judgment of God is according to truth.
LESSON #4: No one will escape the judgment of God.

LESSON #5: God’s loving acts of grace should lead us to
repentance.

48



LESSON #6: Stubbornness and a lack of repentance are
storing up wrath.

LESSON #7: Our words demonstrate the reception or rejection
of salvation.

LESSON #8: Perseverance is a part and parcel of Christian
growth and development.

LESSON #9: There 1s no partiality with God.

LESSON #10: God will also judge the secrets of men through
Jesus Christ.
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