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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

 

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

Study Number Four – Romans 2:17-29 

 

 

Now in order to get oriented to the study, we need to recognize 

that the Jew is a person whose religious orientation is based 

on the premise that God is impressed by performance. And the 

more the performance, the more God is impressed. 

 

Paul implements that statement in Galatians when he says: 

 

Galatians 1:13, 14 

 

You have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I used to 

persecute the church of God beyond measure, and I tried to 

destroy it; I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my 

contemporaries among my countrymen, being more extremely 

zealous for my ancestral traditions. 

 

In other words, he was burning up the track running ahead of 

everybody else religiously. 

 

Ron Dunn says this in one of his books: 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



2 

 

(Don’t Just Stand There, Pray Something: The Incredible 

Power of Intercessory Prayer by Ronald Dunn) 

 

 As a pastor, I have done that, thinking, If we add more 

activities, we’ll grow more fruit—we only grew weary. We are 

like the little boy who played cowboys and Indians all day, 

riding his stick horse all over the neighborhood. That night 

when his father asked him why he was so tired, the boy said, 

“Real cowboys have real horses, but I have to do my own 

galloping.” 

 No wonder we grow … 

p. 142 

 

Paul is writing to a culture that believes this. But many 

people have some of those very same feelings that we are 

secure and we feel comfortable because we’re doing okay. And 

we feel like we’ve done enough to get through or to get by and 

that makes us feel comfortable. 

 

Our hope is that after the study we’re no longer comfortable 

because there is a false sense of security that can invade us 

when we start thinking like this. 

 

Now Paul starts out right at the beginning and he says that 

our righteousness is not acceptable in God’s sight no matter 

how many good works we have. 

 

All our righteousnesses are like filthy rags in God’s sight and 

that which is highly esteemed among men is an abomination 

in the sight of God. 
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So that’s how God feels about anything that is of good works 

from a human point of view that comes from us. 

 

Then God answers our dilemma. That which makes us 

unacceptable to God is dealt with by God Himself in giving the 

gift of His Son so that He can declare the sinner righteous. 

 

The minute a person comes into salvation through Jesus 

Christ by faith, he is declared as righteous as Jesus Christ. 

He’s declared perfectly righteous in God’s sight. 

 

That declaration allows us the privilege of having confidence 

and assurance that the minute we die we’re acceptable in 

God’s presence because of what Jesus Christ did on the cross.  

 

And that’s what Romans 1:17 says: “there is a righteousness 

of God which is revealed from heaven which comes from faith.” 

 

Now boy we should be excited! We’re declared righteous in 

God’s sight. But verse 18 says: “There is a wrath from God 

revealed from heaven which comes upon all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men.” 

 

Now all Paul has done in the argument so far is he said “there 

is a righteousness of God” available. But the choice is either 

righteousness or wrath. We can’t be somewhere in between. 

We either have one or the other. And there is no no-man’s 

area where we can kind of leave everything in limbo and hope 

it’ll work out. 
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We know whether or not we have been declared righteous by 

receiving Christ. And if we haven’t, we aren’t secure. We are 

still under the wrath of God. The scripture teaches that. 

 

Now, what he does at Romans 1:18 all the way down to 

Romans 3:20—which encompasses this passage of scripture—

is he creates a universal need for the righteousness of God. He 

shows everybody that they are candidates for the 

righteousness of God.  

 

So what does he do? In the rest of chapter 1 he takes the 

Gentile world or the barbarian world, the sinful world, and he 

says this: “You are in need of righteousness because you are 

idolaters. You worship creation rather than the Creator. You 

are in need of the righteousness of God because you’re 

believing human inventions. You’re believing the lie rather 

than the truth.” And he’s saying: “I want to tell you one other 

thing, you are in need of the righteousness of God because of 

your immoral lifestyle. You have reverted to a horrible, 

horrible distortion of what God meant in the original sexual 

relationship and so you’re under the wrath of God.”  

 

And we can just hear these Jews and these self-righteous 

people saying, “Oh sic’em Paul! Man they all really need it! 

Amen! Brother, preach it!”  

 

It’s like get it out there to them! So Paul just says, “Hang onto 

your shirt man, I’m going to deal with you in chapter 2.” And 

he does. 
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And when we get to chapter 2 he talks about the judgment of 

God upon the self-righteous. Now these are the people who 

think that they’re good enough. And he said four things in our 

previous study. He said God’s judgment is characterized by 

four things: 

 

1. it’s “according to truth”—God’s not going to be fooled. 

 

2. God’s judgment is “according to works”—the very works 

that we think are going to save us are going to be that which 

is going to condemn us. God is just allowing that to happen. 

 

3. God’s judgment is without “partiality”—nobody can have 

a sweet personality and smile and expect to get by without 

getting a ticket for judgment when we face God. There’s 

nobody who has the inside track when it comes to God being 

partial at the judgment seat. Time for grace and partiality is 

over friend, the day we stand at the judgment. 

 

And the last one that kind of shook us up a little bit in our last 

verse in the previous passage is when he says: 

 

4. this judgment is without any secrets—everything is 

known. 

 

Hebrews 4:13 

 

All things are naked and open unto the eyes of Him with 

whom we have to do. 
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We can blow a lot of smoke around and we can fog issues and 

we can say the right things but doing the wrong things and we 

can get away with that now. But boy when we stand before 

the One who knows it all and Who has a computer print-out 

on every day of our life, man we can’t blow any smoke or any 

fog or make any excuses. And there’s going to be no secrets. 

 

Now that’s where we ended the study. A lot of folks who live 

as though they are really doing a good job and their 

righteousness is originating from within them, they have the 

feeling that they are going to be acceptable. 

 

Now before we go further, because Paul is just going to funnel 

down this argument and he’s going to primarily target the 

Jews for two things. That they would rest in saying that they 

would escape the judgment of God and it’s going to become 

very convicting as we see those counterparts in our own lives.  

 

But in moving about, there’s basically four things people say 

about future judgment. And we want to address this and let 

the text speak for itself. 

 

First of all, a lot of people have real careless thinking. They 

have a false sense of spiritual security. It’s a sense that “Hey 

look, don’t bug me man. Everything’s okay. I’m fine. It’s going 

to be okay. Just back off, leave me alone, let me handle it. It’s 

going to be okay.” 

 

We should get nervous when somebody does that. The reason 
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we do this is because a real genuine, authentic person will 

always open up and be accountable. We can always tell it.  

 

When a guy has something to hide and he’s guilty he’ll say 

“Back off! Leave me alone! I don’t want to talk about it.” And 

they would rather go to hell or experience God’s judgment 

than to deal with the real issues. That’s really the bottom line. 

We can tell the way a person responds to us when we come to 

them and we want to be helpful and we have our arms out in 

love and we want to be helpful but they push us away. We 

know there’s something wrong. We can immediately smell it. 

 

And then secondly, “good works and the things that I have 

done and my intentions outweigh my bad works and bad 

intentions so I think I’m going to be okay.” That’s the second 

kind of thing we run into about this.  

 

Then the third thing that is so condescending is, “You know 

God is a God of love and He is not going to judge anybody. I 

mean it’s going to be fine. You’re just tooting a horn you don’t 

need to toot anymore. Just toot the love of God so everybody 

will be happy! Don’t be unpopular by tooting this other side of 

the message.” 

 

And then the last one is, “Well you know there’s a real good 

possibility there is no God. And why get all upset about 

judgment if there’s no God and we’re not going to be 

accountable to Him.” 

 

And so when we have those four things going on when we 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



8 

 

start talking this way, we realize we’re running uphill into the 

wind and it is going to be tough. 

 

Now what are the Jews saying through all of this? Well 

“Sic’em on the Gentiles! Boy, they deserve it!”  

 

Self-righteousness kind of has them pinched a little bit 

because they were basically self-righteous. But now he really 

nails them. He goes after them like a pitbull dog after a meter 

man. Boy he is after them. He smells blood and it’s going to be 

a tough study. 

 

Basically he’s going to say two things and we’ll outline the 

passage. 

 

They’re saying we’re an exception to God’s judgment because 

we have the truth. In other words, we are stewards of the 

Law.  

 

And secondly, we know the Judge. We’re circumcised. We’re 

members of the Abrahamic community and we’re part of the 

Abrahamic covenant and we bear the mark of circumcision in 

our flesh. And God would certainly never send a circumcised 

man to hell. And God certainly wouldn’t send a steward of the 

truth to hell! 

 

And so they have these two things that they feel confident in. 

And so Paul is going to address those two issues in the 

passage. 
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Now how’s he going to do it? First of all, we’re going to talk 

about SIX PRIVILEGES that the Jew has in verses 17 and 18. 

 

Then when we start talking about our privileges, what do we 

start doing? We presume that it’s okay, don’t we? That 

everything’s fine. He’s going to show us their FIVE 

PRESUMPTIONS. 

 

And then like any good doctor that’s trying to diagnose the 

circumstance, he’s going to hit them with FIVE QUESTIONS 

that are going to lay bare their heart and make them very 

uncomfortable. 

 

And that’s basically the passage and then he’ll turn to 

circumcision and wrap it up with that down at the end. 

 

And when we get to circumcision, think in terms of baptism 

and the Lord’s supper because circumcision is a ritual just like 

baptism and the Lord’s supper is a ritual today. 

 

When we’re talking about TRUTH and talking about the 

LAW, think about the Bible. A lot of people today say, “Oh 

man, I’ve got the truth. I can turn on my recorder and I can 

read in my books and read in my Bible and go to Bible classes 

and I’ve got the truth man! So I’m not going to be judged!” 

 

It’s one thing to have the truth and it’s another thing to do the 

truth. And if we’re doing the truth, we can have it all around 

us. But if it’s not in our heart and it hasn’t changed our life, 

we’re still in the same position we were and that’s basically 
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what he’s going to say. 

 

Privilege always brings responsibility. 

 

And we’re short on responsibility but we love the privileges. 

And we don’t want to fulfill the responsibility, that’s going to 

mean we’re going to escape this. 

 

Now just remember, the Jews are looking for a way out of 

judgment. That’s really what they’re doing here. And Paul is 

addressing that—verse 17. 

 

v. 17 But if you are bearing the name “Jew,” and you 

are finding rest upon the Law, and boasting in God, 

 

“But if you are bearing the name ‘Jew,’ and you are finding 

rest upon the Law, and boasting in God,” 

 

Okay there are three of them in 17 and there are three of 

them in 18. They’re all in the PRESENT TENSE so it’s like 

this is happening right now. 

 

First of all he says: 

 

“if you are bearing the name ‘Jew,’” 

 

Understand where the name “Jew” came from? Way back in 

the beginning when Jacob and Rachel and Leah were trying to 

have kids, Rachel couldn’t have any, remember, and Leah 

started having kids like it was going out of style. She had 
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Rueben, Simeon and Levi and then she praised the Lord for 

number four—she had Judah and she wanted more. And 

Judah means “praise the Lord.”  

 

So when a Jew is living up to his name, he is praising God. 

And when we get down to the last verse, he’s going to say 

we’re praising men but we’re not praising God. That really 

nails them in the end of the deal. 

 

They’re more concerned about the praise of men than they are 

the praise of God. And that’s their problem. 

 

And so right at the beginning he uses their name. He calls 

them a “Jew.” 

 

There was a popular prayer by the Jews at this time that went 

like this: 

 

(Point Man: How a Man Can Lead a Family by Steve Farrar) 

 

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the  

 universe, 

 who hast not made me a Gentile (heathen). 

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the  

 universe, 

 who hast not made me a slave. 

Blessed art thou, O Lord, our God, King of the  

 universe, 

 who hast not made me a woman. 

pp. 262-63 
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That’s the way they felt. They were proud to be Jews and they 

were proud of the fact that they weren’t slaves. And they were 

proud that they were God’s special chosen people. So he starts 

out with the word “Jew.” 

 

Their first privilege, they “bear the name ‘Jew.’” 

 

Their second privilege is “you are finding rest upon the Law.” 

 

In other words, they’re finding rest in the fact that they have 

been a steward of the Law. It came through Moses.  

 

And the word really means “lean upon.” It’s like leaning the 

broom up against the wall. 

 

They are leaning upon the Law—that’s going to be the reason 

they’re going to escape judgment. 

 

And then third, “you are…boasting in God.” 

 

What does that mean?  

 

Back in Exodus 6:7 when the children of Israel are in bondage 

and they’re getting ready for the exodus the Lord says this: 

 

Exodus 6:7 

 

I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God…. 
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They’re boasting in God. They have a unique relationship. 

When they touch the Jewish people they touch the apple of 

God’s eye! They’re special! And so they are “boasting in God” 

so therefore they’re not going to be judged. 

 

The issue is not PROFESSION but POSSESSION. 

 

The issue is not LIP but LIFE. 

 

The issue is not HEAD, it’s HEART. 

 

That’s what makes the difference as to whether or not we’re 

going to be judged. 

 

Verse 18—here’s 3 more of them. 

 

v. 18 and knowing His will, and approving the things 

that are essential, being instructed out of the Law,  

 

“and knowing His will, and approving the things that are 

essential, being instructed out of the Law,” 

 

The first three: 

 

1. “you bear the name ‘Jew,’” 

 

2. “you find rest in the law,” and 

 

3. you are “boasting in God.” 
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And then: 

 

4. you are “knowing His will.” 

 

How do they know it? The divine will of God is expressed in 

the Law and the prophets. And they’re stewards of that. 

 

It’s one thing to know it, it’s another thing to do it. And they 

obviously aren’t doing it. 

 

Now privilege number five is: 

 

5. you’re “approving the things that are essential.” 

 

Now that’s the way we translated that word. And then in the 

book of Philippians and we’ve translated it as “what is best.” 

(ref. Philippians 1:10) 

 

Ever met people who know the right answers? They can go 

with the flow in a church group. They’ve been around enough 

that they know all the right answers. They know how to say it. 

They speak with such austere dignity about all the basic 

essentials of faith. 

 

They don’t know diddly squat in their personal life about that. 

That they’re just so used to flowing around, they can say all 

the right stuff. And it smells like a skunk in the woodpile by 

the fact that they’re saying it! They’re talking a real good 

game.  
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Some of those guys we’d just like to say, “Put your money 

where your mouth is man! You know all the answers! You can 

approve all the things that are best! You know what would 

please God, then do it!” 

 

And then the sixth thing is: 

 

6. “being instructed out of the Law.” 

 

They not only lean on it, they have rabbis that are teaching 

them the Law.  

 

And so: “Paul! Paul! With six privileges like that, we’re not 

going to get judged by God, right?” 

 

Wrong. 

 

Brennan Manning in his book Lion and Lamb says this: 

 

(Lion and Lamb by Brennan Manning) 

 

 I once asked a group of graduating seniors from a Catholic 

college, “At this point, what does it mean to you to be a 

Christian?” Their answers were so similar in content that I 

reduced them to a single paragraph [and this is what they 

said]: “To be a Christian means that I must go to Mass on 

Sunday, I can’t eat meat on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, 

I can’t practice birth control, get a divorce, procure an 

abortion, or see an X-rated movie.” 

 For many people in the church, Christianity is not Good 
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News. The Gospel is not the glad tidings of freedom and 

salvation proclaimed by Christ Jesus but a rigid code of do’s 

and don’ts, a tedious moralizing, a list of minimum 

requirements for avoiding the pains of hell. 

p. 41 

 

What he is basically saying is unless we experience the grace 

of God and we are redeemed by the blood of the Lamb and 

declared righteous in God’s sight, we don’t change the facts by 

our privileges. We can have a stack of them and it isn’t going 

to do anything! 

 

All our privileges do, when we don’t take advantage of them, 

lead to presumption. And that’s the next point in the outline—

next two verses—verse 19. Look at that first phrase. Doesn’t 

that just make us shake in our boots? Think about it for a 

minute.  

 

v. 19 you have convinced yourself that you are a guide 

to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness,  

 

“you have convinced yourself that you are a guide to the blind, 

a light to those who are in darkness.” 

 

Now we’ve convinced ourselves that we can get away with 

eating more calories than we burn. And we have convinced 

ourselves that we can get away without exercising. And a lot 

of guys are in the grave because of that when they wake up 

one day to realize that it caught up with them. 
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And we can convince ourselves that we are spiritually okay. 

And Satan is clapping his hands with glee until the day we die 

because we never got serious enough about our relationship to 

God to declare our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

therefore to be justified and declared righteous in His sight 

and our life doesn’t reflect it.  

 

Now that’s what he’s saying.  

 

“you have convinced yourself”—and I put after it: 

 

“you’ve convinced yourself but not God or anybody else.” 

 

We’re pretty much the lone wolf in who we’ve convinced. 

 

The actor, Michael Landon, said the following just before he 

died: “I believe that we really are created in God’s image, that 

there is God in all of us. So I deal with the God I really know, 

and that’s you. When I need to ask forgiveness, I don’t ask a 

God up in the sky. That’s too easy. I ask you.” Admitting some 

of his children were not happy that he did not believe that 

Jesus Christ was the son of God (World, June 29), Landon 

said he did not think God would judge him on that basis.  

 

(From “ARTSWATCH,” World Magazine, 1991 

 

There it is. He convinced himself to hell. That God wouldn’t 

judge him on that basis and all the evidence of divine truth is 

to the contrary, but doesn’t make any difference.  
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And there’s no way we can manipulate that or change it 

around. He has convinced himself of that! And he is too 

arrogant, too proud, too set in his ways to admit that he just 

might be wrong and change his orientation. 

 

Now notice they’ve convinced themselves of FIVE THINGS 

here. We could almost call them five superiorities. They are 

really cool in comparison to the rest of humanity here. 

 

1. “you have convinced yourself that you are a guide to the 

blind,” 

 

Jesus addressed that in: 

 

Matthew 15:14 

 

Leave them alone; they’re blind guides of the blind. And if a 

blind man guides a blind man, both of them will end up in the 

ditch. 

 

That’s a pretty good way of putting in. 

 

In Matthew He says; 

 

Matthew 23:16 

 

Woe to you, blind guides… 

 

“you have convinced yourself that you are a guide to the blind, 

[but that you’re] a light to those who are in darkness,” 
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Jesus is the only One in John 8:12. According to the text it 

says He is the light of the world. (ref. John 8:12) 

 

Third—verse 20. 

 

v. 20 a corrector of those who are foolish, a teacher of 

the immature, having in the Law the framework of 

the knowledge and of the truth;  

 

“a corrector of those who are foolish, a teacher of the 

immature, having in the Law the framework of the knowledge 

and of the truth;” 

 

3. “[You’re] a corrector of those who are foolish,”—in other 

words you have the wisdom. 

 

4.  “[You’re] a teacher of the immature,”—you are the ones 

who are mature. 

 

5. “having in the Law the framework of the knowledge and 

of the truth;” 

 

One writer said: 

 

Prideful presumption upon religious privilege can breed a self-

righteous, self-centered, self-deceived stuffed shirt. 

(R. Kent Hughes, source unknown) 

 

And that’s what he is saying here in the way they are talking. 
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They’re acting as though they are superior to everybody else. 

 

John Calvin in his commentary ascertains Paul’s sense of 

cynicism and ridicule at this point. He says this: 

 

“If you think you are really so learned and wise and capable, 

is it not high time that you begin to examine yourself?” 

(source unknown) 

 

And that’s where we move in the study. 

 

Six privileges lead to FIVE FALSE PRESUMPTIONS. 

 

And those five false presumptions lead to some practice that 

needs to be examined. 

 

Now, if we’re really a Christian and we have been declared 

righteous in God’s sight, then flowing out of our life is going to 

be evidence of the fact that this happened. That’s the way a 

doctor works. He asks us all kinds of questions so he can 

figure out what isn’t working right. 

 

Paul becomes a surgeon. He becomes a doctor who now asks 

the questions. And he is no longer preaching. He has done 

gone to meddlin’. And these next questions are going to make 

us feel very uncomfortable. But we would rather feel 

uncomfortable now than to spend eternity in hell. 

 

And that’s the very thing that he’s addressing and we are 

going to look at these in view of current times. We’ve never 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



21 

 

seen a list of questions that addresses the needs of our day 

any more than these he’s getting ready to ask. So we’ve passed 

the privileges and the presumptions. They’ve convinced 

themselves of all this. Now let’s get down to the bottom line. 

 

What are the questions that are going to reveal the real issue? 

 

v. 21 you, therefore, who are teaching another, are you 

not teaching yourself? You who are preaching a 

person should not be stealing, are you stealing?  

 

“you, therefore, who are teaching another, are you not 

teaching yourself? You who are preaching a person should not 

be stealing, are you stealing?” 

 

Let’s talk about that first one.  

 

“You,” who are first of all a person who is “teaching another, 

are you not teaching yourself?” 

 

If our life does not bear up what we teach then we need to 

keep our mouth shut! We have no right to teach if we’re not 

practicing what we preach. 

 

We have every right to know every specific thing in the life of 

anybody who claims to teach the Word of God.  

 

We’re living in a day when we can be careless in our personal 

lives and we can preach a message we’ve never experienced. 

And that’s what’s wrong with the church today.  
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Ezra 7:10 is a great verse: 

 

Ezra 7:10 

 

Ezra prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord, to do it 

and to teach it in Israel. 

 

And that’s the divine sequence. We prepare our heart to seek 

it, you put it in our life by doing it, and then we have a right to 

teach it. 

 

He prepared his heart to seek it and to teach it. 

 

And so that’s a legitimate question! If someone is teaching it, 

then they ought to be teaching themselves first. “Practice 

what you preach you Jews.” 

 

2. Are you preaching against stealing and then “are you 

stealing?” 

 

“Are you robbing others? And not being faithful? Taking 

advantage of them?” 

 

Number 3—verse 22. 

 

v. 22 You who are saying that a person should not be 

committing adultery, are you committing adultery? 

You who are detesting idols, are you robbing 

temples?  
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3. “You who are saying that a person should not be 

committing adultery, are you committing adultery?” 

 

We’re talking in the twenty-first century.  

 

4. “You who are detesting idols, are you robbing temples?” 

 

Now Jesus even made a little bit stronger statement: 

 

Matthew 5:27, 28 

 

“You who are preaching against committing adultery”; are you 

doing it? Jesus said don’t look on a woman with lust. You’ve 

already committed adultery in your heart. 

 

It’s difficult. 

 

Here’s an article from a Christian periodical: 

 

A PAINFUL STEP 

 

A Christian, writing anonymously in Leadership magazine, 

told of his 10-year bondage to the sin of lust, which included a 

regular diet of pornography. During this time, he was 

conducting Christian conferences and seminars across the 

country. The agony of his inner conflict finally became 

unbearable. To his horror he realized one day that such 

pleasures as a breathtaking sunset or the soft spray of an 

ocean breeze no longer excited him. His obsession with lust 
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had dulled his appreciation of life's finest enjoyments and 

prevented the joy of fellowshipping with Jesus. Outwardly he 

had been faithful to his wife, not having engaged in adultery. 

Yet he had sinned against her, and their relationship had 

suffered. When he turned anew to God, he realized that a 

necessary step in the breaking of his lustful pattern was a 

long talk with his mate. The whole experience was painful and 

awkward, but the repentance was genuine. She forgave him, 

and new love soon returned to their marriage. 

 

(From InfoSearch 2.21) 

 

So many marriages are being destroyed by infidelity. 

 

The one thing that a true man of God must do is 

accountability and transparency.  

 

Zig Ziglar says this: 

 

I have a friend who’s been married for 40 years and he has a 

regular ritual that he performs every night. His ritual is two-

fold. “Honey, I love you” and “Honey, I’ve been faithful to you 

today.” 

(source unknown) 

 

Women today are the most insecure creatures in the world. 

Guys are working out there with the vultures and there are 

guys out there running away with their secretaries.  

 

We need to recognize that the world is permissive, it’s 
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excusing and it’s accepting it and God’s going to judge it. 

 

Job 31:1 

 

Job made a covenant with his eyes not to look lustfully at a 

girl. 

 

That’s a commitment. That’s what’s needed. 

 

Now the last statement that he says here is: 

 

“You…are detesting idols, are you robbing temples?” 

 

The Jews realized that they could, under the guise of religion, 

make a few bucks. They’d go into the temple, they’d steal the 

golden idols and take the gold off and sell it. And it was more 

mercenary than it was being spiritual. 

 

In Acts 19:37 when they had that uprising in Ephesus, they 

said of the apostle Paul “He is not a robber of temples.” 

 

So it obviously was a real problem to them at that time. 

 

Now verse 23 is the fifth and final question. 

 

v. 23 You who are boasting in the Law, through your 

breaking the Law, are you dishonoring God?  

 

“You who are boasting in the Law, through your breaking the 

Law, are you dishonoring God?” 
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When we sin as a believer, we’re not only hurting others, we 

are hurting God. That was David’s whole plea in Psalm 51. 

 

Psalm 51:4 

 

Against thee, and thee only, have I sinned 

and done this great wickedness in your sight,… 

 

“Of course it caused Uriah his life and Bathsheba her 

reputation and my kingship, but God You’re it!” 

 

And remember when Joseph got that little number from 

Potiphar’s wife wanting to have him go to bed with her, what 

does he say? 

 

“I cannot sin and do this great wickedness against God.” (ref. 

Genesis 39:9) 

 

As long as we realize what we’re doing in our personal life, 

either honors or dishonors God, then it really makes us put 

things where they belong. We’re going to spend eternity with 

Him and we’re dishonoring Him by this is basically what’s 

being said here. 

 

Dr. Albert Ellis is an advocate of cognitive therapy. Listen to 

this: 

 

(The Power of Optimism by Alan Loy McGinnis) 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



27 

 

Most of us walk around with between three and five hundred 

distorted ideas about ourselves. 

p. 65 (paraphrased) 

 

Now think about that for a minute. 

 

Most of us walk around with between three hundred and five 

hundred distorted ideas about ourselves. 

 

Now could several hundred of those have to do with our 

spiritual security? That we have a distorted idea about what 

the future holds and whether or not we’re going to be 

participating in it?  

 

Psalm 50 says: 

 

Psalm 50:16-21 

 

But to the wicked, God says: 

“What right have you to recite my laws 

or take my covenant on your lips? 

You hate my instruction 

and you cast my words behind you. 

When you see a thief, you join with him; 

you throw in your lot with the adulterers. 

You use your mouth for evil 

and harness your tongue to deceit. 

You speak continually against your brother 

and slander your own mother’s son. 

These things you have done and I kept silent; 
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you thought I was altogether like you. 

But I will rebuke you 

and accuse you to your face. 

 

He’s uncovering the mask of hypocrisy. 

 

This is a great story: 

 

SHEEP'S CLOTHING, BUT . . . 

 

Finding himself desperately in need of money, a man went to 

the city zoo, hoping to get a job feeding the animals. Although 

no such opportunity was available, the manager, seeing the 

size and the strength of the applicant, suddenly got an idea. 

“You know,” he said, “there are few creatures who attract 

attention like a gorilla. Unfortunately, ours died yesterday. If 

we got you a special fur suit, would you be willing to imitate 

him for a few days?” The hungry man agreed to try. He was 

quite successful as he beat his chest, bellowed, and shook the 

bars of his cage - much to the amusement of visitors who said 

they had never seen a gorilla with such intelligence. One day, 

while swinging on his trapeze, he accidentally lost his grip 

and landed in the lion’s den. The huge beast gave a ferocious 

roar. Backing away, the impostor realized he couldn’t cry for 

assistance without revealing that he was a fake. He retreated, 

hoping to crawl back over the fence into his own cage. The 

lion, however, followed him. Finally in desperation he yelled, 

“HELP!” Immediately the lion said in an undertone, “Shut up, 

stupid! You’ll get us both fired!” 
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(From InfoSearch 2.21) 

 

Boy that’s Christianity isn’t it? 

 

Ephesians says: 

 

Ephesians 4:25 

 

Speak every man truth with his neighbor for we are members 

one of another. 

 

But this was one of the most sobering statements : 

 

 Paul Dunn, a popular Mormon speaker and author, 

admitted in a recent newspaper interview that many of the 

stories he has told over the years were not true. He has often 

spoken about playing baseball for the St. Louis Cardinals and 

the time during World War II when his best friend died in his 

arms, but these incidents were fabricated. Dunn said he didn’t 

see anything wrong with exaggerating or embellishing the 

facts in order to make a point. As a Mormon elder for many 

years, he was one of the 90 men who govern the Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

 

“Pious fabrications.” Christian Century, Mar 6, 1991. 

 

(From InfoSearch 2.21) 

 

Why is it that we can excuse, fabricate, live an immoral 

lifestyle and still rationalize away the judgment of God? 
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Now talk about a guy jumping on him like a duck on a 

Junebug. When we get to verse 24 he really levels them. 

 

v. 24 For “the name of God is blasphemed among the 

Gentiles because of you,” even as it has been 

written.  

 

“But ‘the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles 

because of you,’ as it has been written.” 

 

Realize that others are affected by our life, that we ruin 

opportunity.  

 

Why is it said of Voltaire that he would not become a 

Christian because he revolted against Christianity because of 

the kind of things he saw people who claimed to be Christians 

did. 

(source unknown) 

 

Mark Twain, exactly the same thing. Had a Christian wife 

and a Christian mother but he heard such hostility from 

preachers who justified slavery. From preachers who swore 

and lied and cheated during the week in business and then 

were pious on Sunday morning. So as a result, he became 

bitter toward the things of God. 

(source unknown) 

 

We can multiply the stories over and over again. 
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(Lion and Lamb by Brennan Manning) 

 

Mahatma Gandhi once said, “I like your Christ but I don’t like 

your Christians.” [He said], “They are so unlike your Christ.” 

p. 49 

 

Dave Dravecky says it this way: 

 

(Comeback by Dave Dravecky with Tim Stafford) 

 

I didn’t become a believer overnight. I watched Byron like a 

hawk. And that drew me. It wasn’t what he said that 

convinced me so much as the way he lived. In every situation 

he was the same: full of joy, brimming over with love for this 

God he talked about. I kept calling Janice and pumping her 

with the stuff I was learning. I told her that I’d met the 

greatest guy, who was showing me all kinds of amazing stuff 

in the Bible. She couldn’t believe what she was hearing. She 

was horrified. She thought I was getting hooked into some 

cult. She told me, “All I ask is that you don’t do anything until 

I get there.” 

 So I didn’t. I wanted to make a commitment, but I 

respected Janice so much that I was willing to wait. 

p. 76 

 

Of course the rest of the story, they both make a commitment 

to Jesus Christ. 

 

It was Henri Nouwen who wrote the book In the Name of 

Jesus that changed Chuck Swindoll’s life and led him to a 
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sabbatical. Nouwen left his professorship at Harvard 

University and became involved in the handicapped school as 

the only priest on the property. And he wrote this about 

Christian leadership: 

 

(In the Name of Jesus: Reflections on Christian Leadership by 

Henri J. M. Nouwen) 

 

Let me summarize. My movement from Harvard to L’Arche 

made me aware in a new way how much my own thinking 

about Christian leadership had been affected by the desire to 

be relevant, the desire for popularity, and the desire for 

power. Too often I looked at being relevant, popular, and 

powerful as ingredients of an effective ministry. The truth, 

however, is that these are not vocations but temptations. 

Jesus asks, “Do you love me?” Jesus sends us out to be 

shepherds, and Jesus promises a life in which we increasingly 

have to stretch out our hands and be led to places where we 

would rather not go. He asks us to move from a concern for 

relevance to a life of prayer, from worries about popularity to 

communal and mutual ministry, and from a leadership built 

on power to a leadership in which we critically discern where 

God is leading us and our people. 

pp. 71-72 

 

Now he moves from that to circumcision as we wrap up the 

study. 

 

v. 25 For indeed circumcision is of value, if you are 

practicing the Law; but if you are a transgressor of 
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the Law, your circumcision has become 

uncircumcision.  

 

“For indeed circumcision is of value, if you are practicing the 

Law; but if you are a transgressor of the Law, your 

circumcision has become uncircumcision.” 

 

What is he saying? He’s saying the RELATIONSHIP precedes 

the RITUAL. 

 

There are people who’ve been baptized many times simply 

because they hadn’t come to relationship before some of their 

previous experiences with the ordinance.  

 

We see people sit down and take communion and they don’t 

have a relationship with the Lord. And they’re eating and 

drinking judgment unto themselves. They’ve been warned but 

they do it anyway. And they celebrate the ordinance without 

the relationship. And that’s what he’s saying here. 

 

They think that because they’ve been circumcised, they have 

the inside track and God will never judge anybody who has 

been circumcised or celebrate that ritual. 

 

Okay what’s he saying? Bottom line? 

 

The only way to escape God’s judgment is by obedience.  

 

REALITY without the RITE is RIGHTEOUSNESS.  
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RITE without REALITY is RIDICULOUS.  

 

Unrighteousness is what he’s saying. 

 

v. 26 If therefore the uncircumcised man is keeping the 

requirements of the Law, will not his 

uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision?  

 

“If therefore the uncircumcised man is keeping the 

requirements of the Law, will not his uncircumcision be 

regarded as circumcision?” 

 

He is being OBEDIENT! That’s the primary key. 

 

v. 27 And will not he who is physically uncircumcised, 

if he is keeping the Law, will he not judge you who 

though having the letter of the Law and 

circumcision are a transgressor of the Law?  

 

“And will not he who is physically uncircumcised, if he is 

keeping the Law, will he not judge you who though having the 

letter of the Law and circumcision are transgressors of the 

Law?” 

 

Wow! 

 

v. 28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly; neither 

is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh.  

 

“For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly; neither is 
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circumcision that which is outward in the flesh.” 

 

It’s a circumcision of the heart, produced by the Spirit. That’s 

our last verse. 

 

v. 29 But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and 

circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the 

Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from 

men, but from God.  

 

“But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that 

which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter;” 

 

Notice the last phrase he uses in the study. Don’t miss that: 

 

“and his praise is not from men, but from God.” 

 

Jew means “praise God.” 

 

And the praise isn’t from men but it’s from God. 

 

So as we summarize what we’ve looked at in these verses, 

there are 10 lessons. 

 

Lesson #1: Privilege always brings with it responsibility. 

 

Lesson #2: The peril of spiritual experience is that we can 

convince ourselves of things that are not true. 

 

Lesson #3: We have seen the peril of presumption in this 
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passage. 

 

Lesson #4: The law is only a framework, the means to reveal 

our sin, to drive us to a relationship with Christ. 

 

Lesson #5: We must practice what we preach. 

 

Lesson #6: It is not possession of the law that is top priority 

but obedience. 

 

Lesson #7: When we live in disobedience we are dishonoring 

God. 

 

Lesson #8: God's name can be blasphemed by the way we live. 

 

Lesson #9: A rite without a relationship is ridiculous. 

 

Lesson #10: The only way to escape God's judgment is by 

obedience. 

 

To be transparent before God and those things which we’re 

justifying to pray afresh, “search me O God and know my 

heart; try me and know my thoughts.” Restore us to that thrill 

of a first love. Restore to us the joy of our salvation. 

 

Henry Brandt and his new wife were traveling and he wrote a 

book. Listen to the title of it: When You’re Tired of Treating 

the Symptoms and You’re Ready for a Cure, Give Me a Call. 

And in this book he dedicates it to the three women in his life. 

It’s a beautiful book. But he tells the story of Eva’s death. And 
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it’s relevant for us in view of our own impending death 

because none of us are going to get out of this alive. We need 

to hear these words. 

 

(When You’re Tired of Treating the Symptoms and You’re 

Ready for a Cure, Give Me a Call: 18 Lessons for Making 

Changes That Last by Henry R. Brandt) 

 

It was April 25, 1982. Eva and I were alone in her private 

hospital room as she battled cancer. She was lying in bed with 

her head propped up on pillows when I heard her weak little 

voice say, “Am I going to die?” 

 I was stunned and not prepared for her question. I have 

always been forthright with Eva, but I was greatly tempted to 

lie to her. After a long pause, I heard myself say, “Yes, you are 

going to die.” 

 She said, “I’m scared.” 

 I asked, “Why are you scared?” 

She said, “Because I made a mess of my life.” 

 How could she say such a thing? This lady who had 

traveled the world by my side, who was my stable companion, 

who kept encouraging me, who left a heritage to a host of 

women whom she helped to understand their role as wife and 

mother, and who was a faithful career mother? 

 I asked, “Why do you say this?” 

 Her answer was a complete surprise. “I could have been a 

better mother. I could have been more careful with the money. 

I could have been a better witness. I could have been more 

affectionate toward you.” 

 How should I respond? I was always proud of the way she 
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handled her role as a mother. It’s true, she could have been 

more careful with money, but what did it matter now? There 

are very few women who served the Lord as she did. As far as 

being more affectionate toward me, only she would know. 

 My first impulse was to reassure her that she was wrong. 

But then I remembered many instances when, after listening 

to someone unburden themselves to us, we were tempted to 

soft-pedal their story. The only way to really help them was 

not to offer human sympathy, but to help them call sin by its 

right name. 

 These thoughts ran through my mind. Eva was about to 

meet Jesus. She wasn’t concerned about her plants or her 

wardrobe or her makeup. She was concerned about her soul. 

 

PREPARED FOR THE JOURNEY 

 

Finally I whispered, “You know what we would advise people 

who told us a story like that, don’t you?” 

 She answered, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 

just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9, NKJV). 

 She went on to tell the Lord what she told me. I could 

hardly hear her voice. As she prayed, it dawned on me that 

everything she said was true of me. I could have been a better 

father, more careful with the money, a better witness, more 

affectionate toward Eva. 

 When Eva finished her prayer, I prayed my prayer. Two 

weary pilgrims in a hospital room, getting our hearts cleaned 

up by the living God. I look back on that incident as one of the 

most inspiring, refreshing, renewing moments in our forty-two 
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years of marriage. It was a final tune-up before the supreme 

event of all: preparing to meet the Lord. 

 The next day I was alone with Eva in her room. She was 

alert and seemed supernaturally peaceful. 

 I asked, “Are you scared today?” 

 She said, “No, not at all.” 

 I asked, “Why not?” 

 She said, with a broad smile, “I got the garbage cleaned 

out of my heart last night.” 

 I asked, “Are you ready to go?”  

[The last word she said was] 

 “Yes,” … 

pp. 159-61 

 

And of course the daughter said, “Praise the Lord, she’s with 

Jesus.” 

 

If God is really going to use us significantly, we have to quit 

excusing. We have to quit rationalizing. We have to quit 

assuming that we are going to escape the wrath of God. And 

we have to clean up the garbage in our lives. Come out in the 

open, be accountable, be transparent and practice what we 

preach or it’s going to be sound and fury signifying nothing. 

 

Father, we thank You for Your Word. Paul has addressed 

some major issues that primarily concern the Jews but he’s 

been reading our refrigerators. Father, we pray that You’d 

help us each in a special way become increasingly more 

sensitive to what pleases You, what brings You honor and 

glory, and be concerned about that. So that You will be 
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glorified throughout eternity by our faithful perseverance in 

the walk that You have placed before us. May You enrich our 

lives and our marriages and our relationships with our 

children, our peers and associates. Teach us how to become 

men of integrity, men of unswerving character to walk before 

You in truth. Not to ever have to worry about someone being 

able to come up and say “you know you’re living in sin.” 

Father, we pray that You would help us to walk in truth and 

to be honest before others. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

  

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

STUDY NUMBER FOUR – ROMANS 2:17-29 

 

            NOTES 
v. 17 But if you are bearing the name “Jew,” and you are finding 

rest upon the Law, and boasting in God, 

v. 18 and knowing His will, and approving the things that are 

essential, being instructed out of the Law, 

v. 19 you have convinced yourself that you are a guide to the blind, 

a light to those who are in darkness, 

v. 20 a corrector of those who are foolish, a teacher of the 

immature, having in the Law the framework of the knowledge and 

of the truth; 

v. 21 you, therefore, who are teaching another, are you not 

teaching yourself? You who are preaching a person should not be 

stealing, are you stealing? 

v. 22 You who are saying that a person should not be committing 

adultery, are you committing adultery? You who are detesting 

idols, are you robbing temples? 

v. 23 You who are boasting in the Law, through your breaking the 

Law, are you dishonoring God? 

v. 24 For “the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles 

because of you,” even as it has been written. 

v. 25 For indeed circumcision is of value, if you are practicing the 

Law; but if you are a transgressor of the Law, your circumcision 

has become uncircumcision. 

v. 26 If therefore the uncircumcised man is keeping the 

requirements of the Law, will not his uncircumcison be regarded 

as circumcision? 

v. 27 And will not he who is physically uncircumcised, if he is 

keeping the Law, will he not judge you who though having the 

letter of the Law and circumcision are a transgressor of the Law? 
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            NOTES 
v. 28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly; neither is 

circumcision that which is outward in the flesh. 

v. 29 But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that 

which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise 

is not from men, but from God. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Romans 2:17-29 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. How is the Law characterized in verse 20? 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the unspoken message of verses 21-23? 

 

 

 

 

4. What are they doing to God, according to verse 23? 
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5. State the tragedy of verse 24. 

 

 

 

 

6. What is the value of circumcision if you are a transgressor 

of the Law, according to verse 25? 

 

 

 

 

7. Trace Paul’s argument in verses 26 & 27. 

 

 

 

 

8. What does Paul mean by “outward” and “inward” in verses 

28 & 29? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: Privilege always brings with it responsibility. 

 

LESSON #2: The peril of spiritual experience is that we can 

convince ourselves of things that are not true. 

 

LESSON #3: We have seen the peril of presumption in this 

passage. 

 

LESSON #4: The law is only a framework, the means to reveal 

our sin, to drive us to a relationship with Christ. 

 

LESSON #5: We must practice what we preach. 

 

LESSON #6: It is not possession of the Law that is top priority 

but obedience. 

 

LESSON #7: When we live in disobedience, we are 

dishonoring God. 
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LESSON #8: God’s name can be blasphemed by the way we 

live. 

 

LESSON #9: A rite without a relationship is ridiculous. 

 

LESSON #10: The only way to escape God’s judgment is by 

obedience. 

 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.




