A Practical Study of ROMANS
The Gift of God’s Grace

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness™

Study Number Five - Romans 3:1-20

As we come to Romans chapter 3, we have prayed that
everyone would be seized with a great affection and that they
would fully understand the message of the gospel and what
God 1s really doing in all of this. Because there is so much
divergent teaching we need to come back and just see what
the scripture has to say about it.

Now where have we been and where are we going? The one
thing that Paul is trying to create from Romans 1:8 to Romans
3:20, where we come to the end of our study, is a universal
need for a righteousness which is not ours.

If any of us die tonight and expected to get to heaven on the
basis of our own righteousness, we’d all have one thing in
common and that is we’'d be rejected. Nothing that man can do
would be an accepted standard in God’s sight to allow us to go
through the pearly gates. Nothing. Absolutely nothing will do
that.

But we also need to realize that with that, God loves us no
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matter what.

We read in Romans 5:

Romans 5:8

God committed His love toward us and that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.

Now let’s couple that together with a few other statements
that crystalize and summarize where we’ve been.

This statement is very important:
No one will escape God’s judgment.

That’s sobering. We all will experience judgment in one way or
another.

Now here are two other disturbing thoughts:

1. All of us need a righteousness which will make us
acceptable because our righteousness is not acceptable.

2.  Secondly, all of us are shut up to divine judgment.
So that leads to this premise.
Since that’s the case then, and the human dilemma is to be

acceptable in God’s presence when we die so we can spend
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eternity with Him, only God can provide a righteousness
which 1s acceptable to Him. Does that make sense?

That’s the whole issue. Only God can do this. His perfect
holiness demands that from us and we’re sinful. So the
dilemma is: “God, do You love me enough—even though I'm
jabbing You in the ribcage with my life—that You would
provide what I need in order to be acceptable in Your sight?”
And of course we know the answer in the gospel. But Paul is
pursuing this whole thing throughout the passage.

We've called this section “The Wrap-up on Universal Wrath”—
because that’s really where we are in these verses.

In our next study he starts to give the answer in the fabulous
passage that comes at the end of chapter 3.

Now where may we go from here?
First of all, Romans 1:17 1s our KEY VERSE.

There 1s a righteousness of God which is revealed from faith
unto faith. God has revealed a righteousness that’s available
to us.

But secondly, verse 18 says there is the wrath of God revealed
from heaven too.

So we can say with somewhat of an authority that we’re either
under one of two positions. We've either been declared
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righteous by receiving Christ or we're still under the wrath of
God. There’s no place in between that’s kind of a gray comfort
zone. We're under one or the other.

And if we died at this moment we would either be in one of
those two positions.

Now having said that, Paul is creating a universal need, first

of all it says, “the Gentile world”—everybody that’s not a Jew

has a need for righteousness. And at the end of chapter 1 he
painted the whole world in THREE WAYS. He says:

1. they’re worshiping the creation rather than the Creator,
2. they’re believing the lie instead of the truth, and

3. they’re living an immoral lifestyle. They're changing the
natural function for the unnatural function sexually.

And when we got to chapter 2 he said, “I want to also hit one
other thing. All the self-righteous people have a need for a
righteousness that’s acceptable in God’s sight too.”

Because any kind of righteousness that comes from us is not
acceptable right from the word GO. And so in chapter 2 he
starts out and he says God’s judgment is in FOUR WAYS.
God’s judgment:

1. “is according to truth,”



2. “t’s according to works,”
3. “it’s without partiality,” and

4. there are no secrets with God. So God is a faithful Judge
and He 1s going to judge the self-righteous people.

And then that brought us to the end of chapter 2.

The Jews are still holding out. They think “Hey, look. We are
not going to be judged. And there are two reasons we aren’t
going to be judged”:

1. God chose us as His people and we were given the Law so
we have the truth and the Gentile world doesn’t have the
truth.

2.  We've been circumcised. We’ve gone through the ritual so
we're part of the Abrahamic covenant.

God would never judge someone to whom He has given truth
or someone who’s experienced the ritual.

And what did he say in our last study? He said we can
presume a lot of things, but i1t doesn’t change it. Privilege
never changes judgment unless we take advantage of the
privilege. And they had all kinds of privileges.

What does this tell us? This tells us that man will go to any
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extreme to avoid thinking about a future judgment. And
thinking about the fact that just maybe he or she is not
acceptable in God’s sight on his or her own terms. And that’s
the biggest problem in the world to accept—that God is going
to pour out His wrath on those who fail to prepare themselves
for eternity by being declared righteous and God’s sight and
accepting His righteousness.

Now what’s he going to do in chapter 3? The sad thing about
chapter divisions is they're man-made. And to get the flow we
need to remember where we were in our last study. Well we
ended with circumcision. They were thinking that the ritual
was going to keep them from judgment. And they’d just gotten
through hearing from Paul that none of their advantages were
going to avail them of being exempt from God’s judgment.
They were not special cases.

And so when we come to Romans 3:1, it’s just like he’s picking
up where we left off.

v. 1 Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the
benefit of circumcision?

“Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit of
circumcision?”

There are ELEVEN QUESTIONS here now that he’s going to
ask as he tries to help them realize that nobody is going to
escape divine judgment. Everybody needs a righteousness
which i1s not theirs. He’s still creating the need.
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“what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit of
circumcision?”

We can say privileges do not give advantage in judgment
unless we avail ourselves of the privilege in the first place.

v. 2 Much every way. For first of all, that they were
entrusted with the oracles of God.

“Much in every way. For first of all, that they were entrusted
with the oracles of God.”

Now stop and think about it. The difference between a Jew
and the rest of the world is tremendous. Look at the
advantages they have.

They’re God’s chosen people, they’re under two unconditional
covenants—the Abrahamic and the Davidic covenant. They
have a future kingdom to look forward to. The Messiah comes
through their line. They’ve had the Law. They've had the
prophets. They’ve had the whole divine revelation given by
inspiration through them.

They’ve had tremendous advantage. So when he says “Much
in every way’ he 1s really just stating a fact.

But the biggest of all is we’ve been “entrusted with the oracles

of God”—which 1s more than just the Law like we were talking

about previously. It’'s the whole Old Testament. It’s the
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speaking of God to the people through Moses and through the
prophets.

William Cowper actually addressed the privilege of the Jew,
when he said:

They and they only, amongst all mankind,

Received the transcript of the Eternal Mind,;

Were trusted with His own engraven laws,

And constituted guardians of His cause;

Theirs were the prophets, theirs the priestly call,

And theirs, by birth, the Saviour of us all.
(source unknown)

Deuteronomy 4:8

And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous
decrees and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you
today?

“Y’all are privileged people” is what he’s saying.

Samuel says the same thing. Remember when they rejected
him as judge or his children being judges because they want to
be like everybody else and have a king? And so after the king
1s anointed and Saul becomes king, then Samuel gives his
farewell address and he ends it in 1 Samuel 12. He says to
them:

1 Samuel 12:24




Be sure to fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with all your
heart; consider what great things he has done for you.

And then Amos the Minor Prophet in Amos 3:2 says:

Amos 3:2

You only have I chosen

of all the families of the earth;
therefore I will punish you

for all your sins.

“I've given you privilege, I've chosen you, but I can tell you
you’re going to be punished for your sins.”

Verse 3—here comes the third question.

v. 3 What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief
will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it?

“What then?””—fourth question—“If some did not believe, their
unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will 1t?”

Just because people are unfaithful and just because people
don’t believe doesn’t change the promises of God. It’s almost
kind of a weird feeling inside that we go with the majority.
And because the majority 1s unfaithful, we're unfaithful, and
God cancels all of His promises because of the faithfulness or
unfaithfulness of men. And that’s not true. God abides and
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remains faithful.

Now God’s relationship to men involves two kinds of covenant
in the scripture.

There’s the UNCONDITIONAL COVENANT, which 1s God
just saying, “I make this promise and I'm going to do this. And
1t doesn’t make any difference how you respond to it, whether
you're faithful or unfaithful, I'm going to do it.”

And then there’s the CONDITIONAL COVENANT. This is
where God says, “I will do this IF...” And the Mosaic Law is
the only conditional covenant in scripture.

“I will do this if you perfectly fulfill all of its demands.”

But we’re whipped before we start. Because we break one,
we're guilty of the whole thing. And so the Law is a
conditional covenant that will not bring blessing but only
condemnation—as we're going to see in just a minute. So if
we're living by the 10 commandments man, forget it. We know
we're whipped before we start. And so the Law 1s conditional.

But if 1t’s the Abrahamic covenant, that’s unconditional. It’s
God saying, “Abraham, hey look, I'm going to bless you. I'm
going to give you a land, I'm going to give you a seed.” It
doesn’t matter what they’re saying in that peace conference
over there, that land’s theirs. By Abrahamic covenant, that is
not a conditional covenant dependent upon the whims and the
wishes of anybody else in the world. That is their land by deed
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and by right and it’s not been abrogated.

And the same 1s true of David. When David comes down in his
life and he wants to build a great temple for God. God says,
“I'm going to build one for you. You're going to have an eternal
kingdom.”

And of course his greater Son 1s Jesus Christ who’s going to sit
on the throne of His father David and He’s going to rule and
reign. We see that in the book of Revelation.

The faithfulness or the unfaithfulness of an individual has
nothing to do with God’s faithfulness in fulfilling the promises;

Two verses that would be really good to memorize and that
will change the whole outlook on every day is Lamentations
3:22-23. Say these verses first thing in the morning and it will
really make a difference.

Lamentations 3:22, 23

It 1s of the Lord’s mercies we're not consumed because His
compassions fail not, they’re new every morning. Great is Thy
faithfulness.

What a neat way to address God. And then if we want to
really get spiritual, sing a couple of verses of “Great Is Thy
Faithfulness.”

Chasing the word “faithfulness” through scripture we have
11



these neat verses:

1 Thessalonians 5:24

Faithful 1s He who calls you, and He will also bring it to pass.

Isn’t that neat? He’s called us and He’s going to fulfill the
promise because He’s faithful.

2 Timothy 2:13

If we're faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny
Himself.

1 Corinthians 1:9

God 1s faithful through whom you were called into fellowship
with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Here are some more reference to chase down:
Hebrews 10:23

Hebrews 11:11

1 Peter 4:19

We don’t cancel the promises by our response of
unfaithfulness. God will stay faithful to what He’s promised.
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See verse 47 It’s an OUTBURST from the apostle.

Whenever he says this, it’s an emotional outburst of “May it
never happen! Perish the thought! Don’t even think about 1t!”

v. 4 May it never be! Rather, let God continue to be
true, though every man be found a liar, even as it
has been written, “In order that You might be
declared righteous in Your words, and will come
out victor when You are being judged.”

“May it never be! Rather, let God continue to be true, though
every man be found a liar, even as it has been written, ‘In
order that You might be declared righteous in Your words,
and will come out victor when You are being judged.”

Look at that PURPOSE CLAUSE. It brings sense to
everything we've talked about in these first four studies.

What is the purpose clause? “In order that.”

“In order that You might’—WHAT?—"be declared righteous
in Your words, and”—what’s going to happen?—“[you] will
come out victor when You are being judged.”

Okay, we will “be declared righteous in Your words.”

What are the words that we're going to say in response at the
judgment that is going to declare us righteous?
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When we say we stand before God, not in our own
righteousness but “dressed in His righteousness alone,
faultless to stand before His throne,” those words make us
victorious in judgment. Those are the only ones who are going
to be victorious in judgment.

We cannot stand there in our own righteousness—no matter
how moral, good, upright we have been—and be acceptable.
Our own words will determine the victory or the defeat at the
judgment. And notice there’s no exception. Everybody’s going
to stand there.

And oh this wonderful verse!

1 Corinthians 15:57

But thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.

There 1s victory. That’s where it’s going to happen.

Now what does that do? That gives us the whole picture of the
wisdom of God that He loved us so much that He not only took
the jab in the ribs, but He took all our sin and He loved us and
He went to Calvary and He paid the price of our judgment,
and then raised from the dead. He can declare us righteous
when by faith we accept what He has provided. And therefore
we are victorious! We have all of the charges dropped against
us at the judgment bar. We are the ones who find the Judge
rule in our favor! And there is no charge that will stand
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against us! That’s being victorious in the judgment.

v. 5 But if our unrighteousness is demonstrating the
righteousness of God, what shall we say? The God
who is inflicting wrathful punishment is not
unrighteous, is He? (I am speaking according to
man.)

“But”™—THANK YOU! It was weak but it was there. Fabulous!
Love 1t!

“But if our unrighteousness is demonstrating the
righteousness of God, what shall we say?”

What’s happening here? In these remaining questions—
there’s just a few more here before he 1s going to take us to
show us that we all need the righteousness—but in these
remaining questions, these are some of the ridiculous
questions that man can come up with. It’s like when we have
no more excuses for not doing something.

What are they thinking now and what’s the question he’s
answering here? “You know Paul, if my sin is making God look
good and He’s getting glory out of my sin by declaring me
righteous, then number one God has no right to judge because
He’s got personal interest in this deal. And then secondly, why
don’t I just sin up a storm so He gets all the more glory?”

We see some of the weird questions people come up with
sometimes. That’s basically what he’s answering in these next
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three or four verses here.

“1f our unrighteousness 1s demonstrating the righteousness of
God, what shall we say? The God who 1s inflicting wrathful
punishment is not unrighteous, is He? (I am speaking
according to man.)”

Now 1s God unrighteous in His judgment? We know better
than that.

Jeremiah 17:10

“I the Lord search the heart and I examine the mind,
to reward a man according to his conduct,
according to what his deeds deserve.”

This is probably the best way to vindicate God as a judge.

Remember when Abram got all upset over the fact that the
Lord said, “I'm going to destroy the cities of the plain”? Lot
was living down there, his nephew and all their families.
Remember Abram started to intercede in prayer in Genesis
18? And he started on this deal where he hit about 45 first. Hé
said, “if there’s 45 righteous, you certainly wouldn’t judge the
righteous with the wicked would you?” And the Lord said, “No
I wouldn’t do that.”

“Forty?”

“Thirty-five?”
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“Thirty?”

Clear down to “Ten.” And when he comes to the end of his
intercession and he says, “Ten.”Listen to what he says:

(Genesis 18:25

Far be it from you to do such a thing...[He’s speaking to the
Lord] to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the
righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you will not the
judge of all the earth do right?

Yes! He will judge according to the truth! He will judge
without partiality! He will judge according to the record! And
He’ll judge with no secrets. It will be a just judgment.

Remember the Bowl Judgments in Revelation 167 and the
wrath of God was being poured out? What did people say in
that? “You are righteous and just in Your judgment.”

And then in Revelation 19 when Jesus, the heavens open and
they start saying “Hallelujah!” And they speak of the Judge
coming who 1s the Judge whose judgments are true and
righteous.

Yes! Don’t fault the Judge!

v. 6 May it never be! Otherwise how will God judge the
world?
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“May it never be! Otherwise how will God judge the world?”

v. 7 But if through my lie the truth of God abounded to
His glory, why am I also still being judged as a
sinner?

“But if through my lie the truth of God abounded to His glory,
why am I also still being judged as a sinner?”

That’s another question they come up with.

They’re doing everything they can to squirm out of admitting
they have a need.

Ever met anybody like that? Someone who would do
ANYTHING to deny the fact that they have a need that they
can’t meet themselves? And that’s why so many people are
going to spend eternity without Christ. They cannot humble
themselves to admit that they have a need that they cannot
handle.

We read these things and say, “I just can’t believe it.” Look at
verse 8.

v. 8 And why not say (as we are slanderously reported
and even as certain ones are affirming that we are
saying), “Let us do the evil in order that good may
come”? Their condemnation is just.
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“And why not say (as we are slanderously reported and even
as certain ones are affirming that we are saying), ‘Let us do
the evil in order that good may come’?”

Paul just gets upset. He says:
“Their condemnation is just.”

We don’t even have to bother with any of those questions.
They’re going to get what they deserve and “their
condemnation 1s just.”

This 1s the end of the questions and end of the argument.

When you teach that Jesus Christ is the answer and that only
being declared righteous is going to make us acceptable in
God’s sight, people sometimes ask, “But what about the Jews?
What about all those people who never heard in darkest
Africa? And what about all the Buddhists? And all the
Confuscists? And all the Shantel’s? And all of these people
that are so devoted —what about all of them?”

The woman at the well did that. The Lord said, “go call your
husband.” She said “I don’t have one.” And so He lays her out.
He says, “You're right. You don’t have a husband, you’ve had
five of them. And the guy you’re living with now is not your

husband.” WOW!

So what’'d she say? “Well, you're a Jew. You worship in
Jerusalem. We worship here at Mount Gerizim.” In other
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words, “I don’t have to listen to you because we’re different.
Our religion is different.” Get the focus off of the personal, off
of the need, and on religious issues.

And so when we see Romans 3:1-8, there’s a lot of argument
absurdum. We just get to the place where we say, “Hey look, if
this is true then you need to do something about it.”

v. 9 What then? Are we in a worse position [than they]?
Not by any means; for we previously brought a
charge against both Jews and Greeks that all are
under sin;

“What then? Are we 1in a worse position [than they]? Not by
any means; for we previously brought a charge against both
Jews and Greeks that all are under sin;”

Now see that word translated “worse position”? We have two
Greek words 1n this passage that only occur here.

Now when somebody who’s under divine inspiration is writing
a passage like this and uses a word only once in the whole of
the New Testament, it takes some work. We have to chase
that word down. And we had two of them in this passage.

The first one was this one that’s translated here, “in a worse
position.”

There’s a better translation for the word. The word 1s used to
describe a person who puts up a shield to protect himself.
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In essence Paul is saying to them:

“Are we by this putting up a shield to protect ourselves from
divine judgment by saying that God will declare a sinner
righteous?”

No. Absolutely not! We are simply making a provision.

Are we protecting ourselves? No.

Are we making excuses? No.

Are we excelling? No.

Are we 1n a “worse position”? No.

We can choose whatever we want, but that’s the basic
meaning of that Greek word here.

And then that last phrase is the key to the rest of the study:
“all are under sin.”

And because we're all “under sin” we will all experience
judgment.

Obviously Paul wants to make it clear that we understand

this fully. And so what’s going to happen in the remainder of

the study as he’s going to deliver a 14-point indictment just to
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make sure that we don’t miss the message.

Now picture that we've just walked into the courtroom, the
judge has just come in and court is in session. And the judge 1s
going to deliver a 6-point indictment against us. And then at
that point we're all going to plead insanity so they’re going to
send us over to the clinic to hear from the doctor and he’s
going to give us an 8-point indictment on our spiritual health.

EIGHT and SIX make FOURTEEN.

Six come from the JUDGE and eight come from the DOC. And
there’s no fairness in looking for a second opinion. We don’t
need to consult it. We need to come when we get to verse 19 to
what it says, “letting every excuse die on our lips.”

We need to see this and then we will recognize and be seized
with a great affection when we recognize what God has done
for us.

“all are under sin;”
Now he gets ready to describe for us what that means.
Henry Brandt, earlier in the chapters of his book, describes

sin 1n four different ways. He says:

(When You're Tired of Treating the Symptoms...Give Me a
Call by Henry Brandyt)

1. there are the SINS OF THE MIND,
22



2.  there are the SINS OF THE EMOTIONS,
3. there are the SINS OF THE MOUTH, and

4. there are the SINS OF BEHAVIOR.
pp. 63-64 (excerpts)

And he makes a long list. It’s a great chapter to read because
we see the extent of sin and how vital it 1s and how guilty we
are.

Now here comes the 14-point indictment.

What is happening here in this passage 1s called STRINGING
PEARLS. This is the longest string of pearls in all of Paul’s
writing. That means that he’s put a number of Old Testament
passages together. It’s stringing six passages together from
the Old Testament scripture to communicate to us that we're
all “under sin.” Let’s look at it briefly, walking through these
things one after another—verse 10.

v. 10 even as it has been written that, “There is none
righteous, not even one;

“even as it has been written, ‘There is none righteous, not
even one;”

Ingredient #1, or Indictment #1:
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“There 1s none righteous, not even one.”
That’s Psalm 14:1-3.
Nobody is acceptable in God’s sight? Now why?

Ever wondered when we go into a store and start fumbling
around in the apple bin that some apples will have a little tiny
hole in it and we can see where the worm has come out of
that? Ever wonder how in the world he got in there in the first
place?

The worms lay their eggs in the blossom. And then when the
fruit comes to fruition, the worm has hatched out and he has a
long tunnel to make before he gets to the light. And he just
eats his way out in his life. So he comes from the inside out.
That makes a lot of sense.

The reason we don’t have a righteousness that’s acceptable to
God 1s because we're a worm 1n an apple.

Ephesians 2:1 says we're born dead in our trespasses and sin.
So we can’t expect anything else from ourselves but sin! And
that sin is going to disqualify us in God’s sight. We're just
being what we are. And so therefore “There is none righteous.”
No, not one.

v. 11 there is none who is comprehending, there is none
who is seeking out God;
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Ingredient #2—Indictment #2:

“there 1s none who 1s comprehending, there is none who is
seeking out God;”

Understand that?
“there 1s none who 1s comprehending,”
That’s 1 Corinthians 2:14:

1 Corinthians 2:14

The natural man receives not the things of the Spirit of God...
And then basically he’s saying nobody’s thinking straight. In
other words, get our head together and then we can get our
act together. If we're going to be righteous then we have to
think right before we’re going to act right. We get our act
together after we get our head together.

Think right, we’ll act right.

Ingredient #3—Indictment #3:

“there 1s none who 1s seeking out God;”

Nobody wants to seek Him. He seeks us.

Luke 19:10
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The Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which 1s
lost.

v. 12 all turned aside, together they became useless;
there is none who is doing good, there is not even

one.”

“all turned aside, together they became useless; there is none
who 1s doing good, there 1s not even one.”

Ingredient #4—Indictment #4:
“all turned aside,”
The first verse that comes to mind 1s:

Proverbs 14:12

There 1s a way that seems right unto a man,
but the end thereof are the ways of death.

In the Sermon on the Mount, he says:

Matthew 7:13, 14

Enter in at the straight gate; for the way is narrow that leads
to life and few there are who find it. Broad is the way that
leads to destruction and many people go in that way.
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And then:

Isaiah 53:6

All we like sheep have gone astray...

Proverbs 3:5, 6

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, lean not on your own
understanding...

Isaiah 30:21

Thine ears shall hear a word behind thee say, “This 1s the
way. Walk ye in it when you turn to the righthand, when you
turn to the left.”

Jeremiah 6:16

This 1s what the Lord says, “Stand at the crossroads and look.
Ask for the ancient paths. Ask where the good way 1s and
walk 1n it. But you said...and you will find rest for your souls.
But you said ‘We will not walk in it.”

They’ve all turned aside.

Ingredient #5—Indictment #5:

“they became useless;”

27



Now there’s our other Greek word. This only occurs here, the
word that’s translated “useless.” So we need to do a little
study.

How did the Greeks use this word? Well when we open the
refrigerator and we smell the carton of milk and it stinks to
high heaven because it’s sour, that’s the word. It’s sour milk.
It’s rotten fruit.

In God’s sight they, all of this, have become sour. We've
become rotten like overripe fruit. The picture is “useless.”

Now what causes that? Well it’s the sin that gets into our
lives.

There’s a story about a tree that was 400 years old in
Colorado. This tree was a mere sapling when Columbus of
course landed and braved all of the elements in San Salvador.
Over the centuries that tree had lived, it was struck by
lightning 14 times, it had braved great wind storms, even
defied an earthquake. But then it fell and it was killed by
little beetles. Killed by little beetles that just got in under the
bark and destroyed the tree.

Looking at that reminds us of Shulamith when she talked to
Solomon about their marriage relationship in Song of Solomon
2:15. Remember what she says to him?

Song of Solomon 2:15
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Let us catch the little foxes that are spoiling the vine that is
blossoming before us.

What’s she saying? She’s saying we better get our act together
because our relationship is budding into something beautiful
and let’s make a common commitment that we’re going to
catch the little foxes before they ruin what’s developing and
becoming something beautiful.

It’s those little things that get in and destroy and we're
useless.

Ingredient #6—Indictment #6:
“there 1s none who 1s doing good, there i1s not even one.”

Now that word “doing good” 1s the same word for kindness in
the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22.

None are being kind. None are “doing good’—*“there 1s not
even one” doing that.

Okay, we're through with the judge. Time to plead insanity.
Let’s go to the clinic and see if the doctor agrees with the
judge. And so the last 8 words of the indictment have to do
with a doctor who says, “open wide and say ‘ahhh’.”

v. 13 “Their throat is a grave that has been opened,
with their tongues they keep deceiving, the poison
of asps is under their lips”;
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“Their throat is a grave that has been opened, with their
tongues they keep deceiving, the poison of asps is under their

9.9

lips’;
Ingredient #7—Indictment #7:

“Their throat is a grave that has been opened,”—it has
nothing to do with your breath.

That’s Psalm 5:9:

Psalm 5:9

...Their throat is an open grave;
and with their tongue they speak deceit.

Did Jesus say that? In Matthew 23:27 He said:

Matthew 23:27

You are like whited Sepulchres...
And then:

James 3:6

The tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity...

Remember what Martha said when Lazarus had been dead for
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four days? Jesus said, “Roll away the stone” and Martha said,
“No don’t do it. By now the smell is offensive.”

That’s the picture that God sees when He looks down on us in
our own righteousness. We smell like an open grave.

Their mouth is like an open grave.
And then Ingredient #8—Indictment #8:
“with their tongues they keep deceiving,”

They blow smoke and talk a real good game but no personal
relationship.

Leviticus 19:11

Do not steal.

Do not lie.

Do not deceive one another.

Ingredient #9—Indictment #9:

“the poison of asps is under their lips’;”

Put James 3:8 there:

James 3:8

No one can tame the tongue; it’s a restless evil, full of deadly
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poison.

Matthew 15:18, 19

But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the
heart, and these defile a man. For out of the heart come evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false
witness, and slanders.

A little kid was asked to give his verse that he’d memorized in
Sunday School and he told his momma, “Go ye into all the
world and preach the gossip.” He got it kind of mixed up but
he also got a little too close for comfort.

That’s “the poison of asps that’s under the lips.”
v. 14 “whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness”;

Ingredient #10—Indictment #10:

(11

whose mouth 1s full of cursing and bitterness’;”

The height of depravity is to take 4 lettered words that a little
kid doesn’t understand and get him to say them like a big
macho man so we all can laugh. That’s what’s happening. It’s
just tragic that we can’t communicate with one another
without punctuating it with language that’s horrible.

v. 15 “their feet are swift to shed blood,
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Ingredient #11—Indictment #11:

“their feet are swift to shed blood,”

Murder, murder, murder.

Notice what the doctor’s done? He’s started at the top and he’s
heading down. He’s hit the throat. He’s hit the tongue. He’s
hit the lips. He’s hit the mouth and now he’s down at the feet.
And the “feet are swift to shed blood.”

v. 16 destruction and misery are in their paths,
Ingredient #12—Indictment #12:

“destruction and misery are in their paths,”

Isaiah 59:7

Their feet rush into sin;

they are swift to shed innocent blood.

Their thoughts are evil thoughts;

ruin and destruction mark are in their ways.

David Roper in his book The Strength of a Man, says basically
men are spoiling for fight. He said this guy was walking along
and he saw these two guys in a fight and his first question
was “Is this a private fight or can anyone join in?”

p. 123 (paraphrase)
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It describes what’s going on.

Somebody said:

Over 50% of the deaths due to child abuse reported in 1987
involved at least one parent who used drugs heavily. In New
York City that year nearly three-fourths of child-abuse

fatalities were linked with parental drug abuse.

“Child-abuse deaths related to drug abuse.” Pulpit Helps, Jan
1991. Page 20.

(From InfoSearch 2.21)
v. 17 and the path of peace have they not known.”
Ingredient #13—Indictment #13:

“and the path of peace have they not known.”

Isaiah 57:20, 21

The wicked are like the troubled sea,

when 1t cannot rest,

1t’s waters cast up mire and dirt.

“There 1s no peace,” saith my God, “to the wicked.”

There 1sn’t.

Sin brings everything BUT peace.
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Listen to this description of sin:

It 1s a debt, a burden, a thief, a sickness, a leprosy, a plague,
poison, a serpent, a sting; everything that man hates it is; a
load of curses, and calamities beneath whose crushing most
intolerable pressure, the whole creation groaneth. . ..

Who 1is the hoary sexton that digs man a grave? Who 1s the
painted temptress that steals his virtue? Who is the
murderess that destroys his life? Who 1s this sorceress that
first deceives, and then damns his soul? —Sin.

Who with icy breath, blights the fair blossoms of youth? Who
breaks the hearts of parents? Who brings old men’s grey hairs
with sorrow to the grave? —Sin.

Who, by a more hideous metamorphosis than Ovid even
fancied, changes gentle children into vipers, tender mothers
into monsters and their fathers into worse than Herods, the
murderers of their own innocents? —Sin.

Who casts the apple of discord on household hearts? Who
lights the torch of war, and bears it blazing over trembling
lands? Who by divisions in the church, rends Christ's seamless
robe? —Sin.

Who is this Delilah that sings the Nazirite asleep and delivers
up the strength of God into the hands of the uncircumecised?
Who with winning smiles on her face, honey flattery on her

35



tongue, stands in the door to offer the sacred rites of
hospitality and when suspicion sleeps, treacherously pierces
our temples with a nail? What fair siren is this who seated on
a rock by the deadly pool smiles to deceive, sings to lure,
kisses to betray, and flings her arm around our neck to leap
with us into perdition? —Sin.

Who turns the soft and gentlest heart to stone? Who hurls
reason from her lofty throne, and impels sinners, mad as
Gadarene swine, down the precipice, into a lake of fire? —Sin.

(Cited in Elon Foster’s New Cyclopedic of Prose Illustrations [New York: T. Y. Crowell, 1877],
p. 696)

(John MacArthur, source unknown)
Wow! What a graphic picture of it all.
They will have NO PEACE saith my God.

(The Priority of Knowing God by Peter V. Deison)

This came from the A.P. Press. This actually happened. This
guy, he was so concerned he had to make his confession to the
IRS. He wrote and he said “I have not been able to sleep well
for two years. I've had no peace. Here is my check for $1,200
for back taxes.” He even signed his name and then he added a
short P.S. “If I don’t sleep better in a week, I'll send in another
$1,200.”

p. 1 (paraphrased)
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Someone said:

“When I hear of someone who’s being arrested for disturbing
the peace, I wonder where he found any to disturb.”
(source unknown)

Well, well said.
And Henry Brandt said:
(When You're Tired of Treating the Symptoms and You're

Ready for a Cure, Give Me a Call: 18 Lessons for Making
Changes That Last by Henry R. Brandt)

We realized that peace was not dependent on God doing what
we wanted Him to do, but peace was dependent on knowing
that He was God and He knew what was best in every
situation.

p. 152

And when we learn that we learn peace.

And the last one—verse 18.

v. 18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”
Ingredient #14—Indictment #14:

“There 1s no fear of God before their eyes.”
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They have no respect at all for God.
Now we wrap it up with these two verses.

v. 19 Now we are knowing that whatever the Law is
saying, it is speaking to those who are under the
Law, in order that every mouth may be closed, and
all the world may become accountable to God;

“Now we are knowing that whatever the Law 1s saying, it 1s
speaking to those who are under the Law, in order that every
mouth may be closed, and all the world may become
accountable to God;”

We're going to use the J.B. Phillips translation for verse 19
because 1t makes it so graphic:

We know what the message of the Law 1s, to those who
live under 1it—that every excuse may die on the lips of him
who makes it and no living man may think himself beyond the
judgment of God.

Isn’t that good?

When we get through that 14-fold indictment, may “every
excuse die on our lips.” The judge has dropped the gavel.
We're guilty and he says no one can “think himself beyond the
judgment of God.”

That fits the whole passage. We all are going to be
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accountable to God.

v. 20 because by the works of the Law there shall not be
declared righteous any flesh in His sight; for
through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.

“because by the works of the Law there shall not be declared
righteous any flesh in His sight; for through the Law comes
the knowledge of sin.”

What does the Law do? Because it’s conditional it
CONDEMNS us. We cannot be declared righteous by keeping
the Law.

The function of the Law is to drive us to Christ and to be
declared righteous in Him and then we are acceptable in God’s
presence, not on the basis of human merit.

We have ten lessons that come from our passage of scripture:

Lesson #1: The advantage given the Jew does not exempt him
from judgment.

Lesson #2: The unfaithfulness of Israel will not nullify the
faithfulness of God.

Lesson #3: Privileges do not exempt us from judgment.
Lesson #4: God's judgment is upon sin and it 1is just.
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Lesson #5: All are under sin.

Lesson #6: Sin 1s reflected 1n one's character, communication
and conduct.

Lesson #7: Our sinfulness 1s manifested in our words.
Lesson #8: Our sinfulness 1s manifested in our works.
Lesson #9: The Law was given to declare us guilty.

Lesson #10: The Law stops our excuses and holds us
accountable to God.

In our future studies we are going to see how God 1s going to
solve this whole dilemma. And there’s no greater theological
passage than the one we are going to look at. We’ll have a
wonderful time seeing the answer.

We wonder why the Lord said this through Isaiah:

Isaiah 1:18

“Come now, and let us reason together,”
saith the Lord.

“Though your sins be as scarlet,

they shall be as white as snow;

though they be red like crimson,

they shall be as wool.”
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Ever wondered why he said our sins were like scarlet and that
when He got through they’d be as white as snow like we're
starting all over brand new? Ever wonder that?

Maybe this will help:

Bible commentators say that scarlet portrays sin, not only to
denote 1ts dreadful character, but also to emphasize its
indelible nature. They tell us that you can immerse a cloth in
any other color and the stain can be removed. Once red dye
has been thoroughly set in a piece of goods, however, no
scientific method 1s known that can successfully eliminate it
without damaging the fabric. Even if the material is rubbed
and scrubbed until threadbare, the fibers that are left will stild
retain their crimson hue. Sin is thus pictured as being
indelible as far as human efforts to remove it are concerned.
There 1s nothing man himself can do to change his evil nature
and turn it into the white purity of [God’s] holiness. God alone
has the power to erase the terrible stain of our sin.

(From InfoSearch 2.21)
Isn’t that neat?

Because of His work, He can cleanse and make as white as
SNOW.

Now how does God solve the dilemma? This little parable has
helped more than any other to understand why we need to be
seized with a great affection.
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(Moorings 1in a World Adrift: Answers for Christians Who
Dare to Ask Why by B. Clayton Bell, Sr.)

There was a wonderful family, the father was appointed to the
bench and he became a very successful judge but he lost his
teenage son. His son got involved in drugs and one thing and
another and began to live a horrible life. It got to the place
where he finally moved out and his folks lost track of him. It
was a pain to his heart because he wondered where his son
was.

And then one day this son got into real deep trouble. He’d had
an accident, he was guilty and he was put in jail and he had te
stand before the judge the next morning. And when he came
into the courtroom there on the bench was his dad. His dad
recognized his son and the son recognized his dad and he said
“Shew. I'm going to get off easy.”

And when the dad on the bench gave him the full limits of the
sentence along with a fine that must be paid and a 30 day jail
sentence, the kid couldn’t believe what had happened. He was
totally frustrated. He had no money to pay the fine and so he
was between a rock and a hard place.

As soon as the gavel dropped and the judge finished his
function, he stood up before the court, took off his robes, came
down 1n front of the bench, took out his checkbook and wrote a
check to cover the fine and told his son goodbye as he went to
serve the 30 day sentence.
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pp. 41-42 (paraphrased)
That’s God. That’s how God loves us.

So be seized with a great affection and don’t allow pride to
stand in the way of coming to know Jesus.

William Law said:

(The Strength of a Man by David Roper)

William Law said, “If you have not chosen God, it will
make no difference in the end what you have chosen, for you
have missed the purpose for which you were formed and you
will have forsaken the only thing that satisfies.”

p. 36

And just like the Father is pictured waiting for the prodigal
son to come home, God 1s waiting like little Elam to run and
wrap His arms around us and bring us to relationship.

Don Francisco sings it this way in his song “I Don’t Care
Where You've Been Sleeping’”:

(Finding the Heart to Go On by Lynn Anderson)

I loved you long before the time
your eyes first saw the day,
And everything I've done has been
to help you on your way.
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But you took all you wanted,

then at last you took your leave

And traded off your kingdom

for the lies that you believed.

Even though my name’s been splattered
by the mire in which you lie,

I’d take you back this instant

if you’d come to me and cry.

I don’t care where you’ve been sleepin’,
I don’t care who made your bed,
I already gave my life to set you free.
There’s no sin you can imagine
that is stronger than my love,
And it’s all yours
if you’ll come home again with me.
p. 134

Now as believers we get messed up too. There’s sin in our
lives. Jesus walked into the Upper Room and He took the
towel and the bucket and He started washing feet. Maybe
Jesus is wanting to kneel at our chair right now and wash our
feet from some defilement of the way that’s keeping us from
being the kind of person we ought to be. Don’t say with Peter,
“You aren’t washing my feet.” For we might hear from the
Savior, “Then you have no part with me.” He wants to cleanse
us from sin.

Luis Palau said in his book, “Just Say Yes.”
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Just say OK.

“Yes, I want the cleansing that You provide that I might walk
in fellowship with You.”

Father, we thank You for Your word and for the privilege of
studying together. Thank You for this great passage. It is
hard. It’s difficult to accept this analysis. Our pride wants to
find excuse. We want to avoid judgment and yet we must
accept Your analysis if we're going to come to spiritual health.
And we pray as we have seen this picture, if we have been
declared righteous in Your sight then grieve our hearts over se
many who are lost and who have yet to come to You. May You
burden our hearts with a holy compassion, seized with a great
affection both for You and for others will move out and be
constructively involved in helping them find the peace that
comes through a right relationship with You. In Jesus’ name
we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of ROMANS
The Gift of God’s Grace

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness™

STUDY NUMBER FIVE - ROMANS 3:1-20

NOTES
v. 1 Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit of
circumcision?
v. 2 Much every way. For first of all, that they were entrusted with
the oracles of God.
v. 3 What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not
nullify the faithfulness of God, will it?
v. 4 May it never be! Rather, let God continue to be true, though
every man be found a liar, even as it has been written, “In order
that You might be declared righteous in Your words, and will come
out victor when You are being judged.”
v. 5 But if our unrighteousness is demonstrating the righteousness
of God, what shall we say? The God who is inflicting wrathful
punishment is not unrighteous, is He? (I am speaking according to
man.)
v. 6 May it never be! Otherwise how will God judge the world?
v. 7 But if through my lie the truth of God abounded to His glory,
why am I also still being judged as a sinner?
v. 8 And why not say (as we are slanderously reported and even as
certain ones are affirming that we are saying), “Let us do the evil
in order that good may come”? Their condemnation is just.
v. 9 What then? Are we in a worse position [than they]? Not by any
means; for we previously brought a charge against both Jews and
Greeks that all are under sin;
v. 10 even as it has been written that, “There is none righteous,
not even one;
v. 11 there is none who is comprehending, there is none who is
seeking out God;
v. 12 all turned aside, together they became useless; there is none
who 1s doing good, there is not even one.”
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NOTES

v. 13 “Their throat is a grave that has been opened, with their
tongues they keep deceiving, the poison of asps is under their lips”;
v. 14 “whose mouth 1is full of cursing and bitterness”;

v. 15 “their feet are swift to shed blood,

v. 16 destruction and misery are in their paths,

v. 17 and the path of peace have they not known.”

v. 18 “There 1s no fear of God before their eyes.”

v. 19 Now we are knowing that whatever the Law is saying, it is
speaking to those who are under the Law, in order that every
mouth may be closed, and all the world may become accountable to
God,;

v. 20 because by the works of the Law there shall not be declared
righteous any flesh in His sight; for through the Law comes the
knowledge of sin.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Romans 3:1-20 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. What advantage has the Jew according to verse 27

3. What will not be nullified by unbelief, according to verse 3?
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5. Complete the following statement four times in verses 10-

12: “There 1s none

4. What 1s the universal condemnation, according to verse 9?
6. What 1s their mouth full of, according to verse 147

8. What is the two-fold purpose of the Law, according to
verse 19?

7. What 1s their problem, according to verse 18?
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9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: The advantage given the Jew does not exempt
him from judgment.

LESSON #2: The unfaithfulness of Israel will not nullify the
faithfulness of God.

LESSON #3: Privileges do not exempt us from judgment.
LESSON #4: God’s judgment is upon sin and it is just.

LESSON #5: All are under sin.
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LESSON #6: Sin 1s reflected in one’s character,
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communication, and conduct.

LESSON #10: The Law stops our excuses and holds us
accountable to God.

LESSON #7: Our sinfulness 1s manifested in our words.
LESSON #8: Our sinfulness 1s manifested in our works.
LESSON #9: The Law was given to declare us guilty.
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