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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

 

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

Study Number Six – Romans 3:21-31 

 

 

Penelope Stokes, wrote a book called Grace Under Pressure. 

She says: 

 

(Grace Under Pressure by Penelope J. Stokes) 

 

 Life is difficult; there are no easy answers. But there is a 

light in the darkness, a deeper reality than is evident on the 

surface. When we give ourselves over to the sustaining grace 

of God, like a wounded child relaxing in his father's arms, we 

experience the security and rest of knowing that He will, 

indeed, take care of us. 

 Our Father waits for us to lift our eyes, to focus our 

attention not on the snare at our feet but on the certainty of 

our rescue. And when we turn our attention to Him, He 

reaches out to us, welcoming us with His love and acceptance, 

embracing us with His grace. 

pp. 146-47 

 

Now it is true that over the last number of studies we’ve been 

primarily NEGATIVE because sin and judgment are negative 
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subjects.  

 

We come now to the ANSWER of the problem and that’s what 

makes this passage so exciting. 

 

The DIVINE ANSWER to the need of man is in these verses. 

These verses are the very heart of the Gospel and between 

verse 20 where we ended previously and verse 21—according 

to J. Vernon McGee—we have a veritable Grand Canyon. We 

move with the words “But now” to the SOLUTION when we 

get to verse 21. 

 

God has in hand the hopeless situation of mankind that was 

created in the previous studies. There’s something that’s 

really concerning about a passage like this and that is that a 

person will look at the passage and walk away silently and not 

do anything about it. Or if they do, they won’t tell anybody.  

 

There are two great things we can do for our family. Number 

one, we can be concerned about a will but number two, we can 

tell them about our own personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Josh McDowell had an experience like this. His dad was an 

alcoholic and had a really rough time and late in his life he 

came to know Christ as Savior. But earlier his mother had 

died and he did not know where she was spiritually, never 

having conversed with her about the matter. One day he was 

so burdened about it after his dad had just died. In deep 

depression he asked God, “God, is there any way I can know 
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about my mother?”  

 

Well two days later he took a drive. He was in seminary on 

the California coast and he took a drive over to the coast. And 

as he walked to the end of the pier to be alone, there sat an old 

woman in a lawn chair fishing: 

 

“Where’s your home originally?” she asked. “Michigan—Union 

City,” Josh replied. “Nobody’s heard of it. I tell people it’s a 

suburb of—” “Battle Creek,” interrupted the woman. “I had a 

cousin from there. Did you know the McDowell family?” 

Stunned, Josh responded, “Yes, I’m Josh McDowell!” “I can’t 

believe it,” said the woman. “I’m a cousin to your mother.” “Do 

you remember anything at all about my mother’s spiritual 

life?” asked Josh. “Why sure—your mom and I were just 

girls—teenagers—when a tent revival came to town. It was 

the fourth night—we both went forward to accept Christ.” 

“Praise God!” [shouted Josh to scare all the fishermen on the 

dock because he finally had an answer as to where his mother 

was spending eternity.] 

 

(From InfoSearch 2.21) 

 

This study is so critical. It is going to determine the eternal 

destiny of some people because it’s going to knock down some 

props and some misunderstandings. 

 

Donald Grey Barnhouse loved this passage so much that he 

drew a big heart around these verses—from 21 to 31—and he 

said there is no more important passage in the whole of the 
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Bible. 

 

Now really in our study, if there were two passages it would 

be this one and John 3:1-21 on the new birth. If we had those 

two, our eternal destiny and how we’re going to spend eternity 

will all become clear. 

 

Somebody asked Mark Twain why he was so successful. And 

he said, “I guess it’s just that I was borne excited.”  

(source unknown)  

 

Now jump in with both shoes on. Let’s get after it.  

 

v. 21 But now apart from the Law the righteousness of 

God has been revealed, being witnessed by the Law 

and the Prophets; 

 

“But now”—there it is—“apart from the Law the 

righteousness of God has been revealed, being witnessed by 

the Law and the Prophets;” 

 

Now if we took verse 18 of Romans 1 all the way down to 

Romans 3:20 and we cut that chunk out of there, and we had a 

Bible that had Romans 1:17 and then Romans 3:21 it would 

just carry on. 

 

His whole purpose from Romans 1:18 clear down to our 

previous study is to convince us that we need a righteousness 

which is not ours to be acceptable in God’s presence. 
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Now let’s read it that way just for fun.  

 

Romans 1:17, 21 

 

For in it [that is the gospel] the righteousness of God is 

revealed from faith unto faith; even as it has been written, 

‘The righteous man shall live by faith.’  

But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has 

been revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets; 

 

So what has Paul been telling us? He’s telling us that our 

righteousness is not acceptable in God’s presence. That was 

hard to accept so therefore God has provided a righteousness 

that makes us acceptable. 

 

But we must appropriate that righteousness by faith or we’re 

not acceptable. And to create the human need, He showed us 

at the end of chapter 1 that the whole world basically is 

worshiping the creation rather than the Creator. They are 

believing the lie instead of the truth. They’re reversing normal 

sexual expression and immoral lifestyle.  

 

And then the self-righteousness in chapter 2 says we’re okay. 

Paul says God’s going to judge according to truth. He’s going 

to judge according to works. He’s going to judge without 

partiality. And He’s going to judge without any secrets. So 

they went to self-righteous. And the only guys that were left 

were the Jews. And the Jews said, “God isn’t going to judge us 

because we’re His special people. He gave us the Law and 

we’ve been circumcised so therefore we’re getting in.”  
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Paul laying into chapter 2 levels them with the fact it’s one 

thing to have the Law and it’s another thing to keep it and to 

be obedient. And that’s the only way God’s going to bless.  

 

And we got to chapter 3, it was tough wasn’t it? We first of all 

went to the judge’s chamber and we had six indictments 

handed down to us and we plead insanity and went to the 

doctor’s office and got eight more. So when we got through 

there were 14 indictments against us and basically the 

summation of our last study was very, very enlightening. All 

of us are under sin.  

 

Now what’s God going to do with that? He’s done a 

tremendous job in creating the need. So all of us come with 

one thing in common and that is we are convinced that we’re 

sinners. And that’s the first step. And then being convinced of 

that, we’re ready to hear what God has to say to solve the 

problem. 

 

Now Martyn Lloyd-Jones said “But now” are the greatest 

words in the Bible. 

 

We move from Law to grace and some people never do this. 

They actually determine their eternal destiny by staying 

under the Law. They try to live by the 10 commandments, 

they try to do the best they can, they try to work and work 

and work and love their neighbor as themselves and that’s the 

whole basis of their salvation. 
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The Law was never intended to give salvation. The Law is 

simply to restrain us.  

 

There was a guy who was applying for a job as a copywriter at 

the newspaper and the guy who was the would-be employer 

said “I want you to demonstrate to me that you can condense 

something down and make it very palatable and readable.” 

 

He said “Here’s the 10 commandments reduce this in writing.” 

Well about 5 minutes later he came back and handed him a 

piece of paper and low and behold he had reduced it to one 

word—“Don’t.” You know that really does it. That’s it—Don’t. 

 

It says “don’t” and we DO and we’re DONE. That’s it. Just 

takes that—it’s that quick as to how fast it happens when it’s 

under the Law. 

 

Now what we need, the solution to our problem, is a 

righteousness that’s acceptable to God that can never be 

changed no matter what we do while we’re down here the rest 

of the time. And that’s exactly what God does. The minute we 

come by faith to the Lord Jesus Christ, we’re washed in the 

blood of the Lamb, we are spotless white as snow, we have a 

standing before God that can never change, and even though 

we’re bumping along down here the rest of our Christian life 

in a state that’s a whole lot different from our standing. The 

minute we die we realize we’re standing, we’re perfectly 

righteous in God’s sight.  

 

Philippians 1:6 
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You can be confident of this very thing, that He who began a 

good work in you will continue to perform it until the day of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

That’s the kind of peace that is missing in the world today 

because people are still talking about it being up for grabs. 

And when we’re trying to keep the Law and we’re trying to 

perform, we’ve always got that gnawing feeling inside—have 

we done enough? Have we sacrificed enough? Have we given 

enough? Have we served enough? And God never intended for 

the relationship to be like that.  

 

Now notice it says “But now apart from the Law.” 

 

Let’s have a little Greek lesson. When reading Greek read it 

by words and then put it in the sentence. We have to get the 

noun and the verb and the predicate. And a lot of times the 

verb will be clear down at the end of the deal and the noun 

will be up in the front end. But the Greek’s had a neat way of 

doing it and that is the thing they wanted to emphasize the 

most they put at the first of the sentence. And so it would be 

called, the first words in the sentence would be words in the 

EMPHATIC POSITION. This is what they want to emphasize. 

 

The first words in this sentence are “apart from the Law.”  

 

In other words, the most important thing for us to get a hold 

of in God’s answer is that God’s answer is “apart from the 

Law.” God’s answer does not involve the Law. The Law drives 
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us to God’s answer. That’s the purpose of the Law. It’s the 

correct and to condemn, not to give us life. And when we try to 

live by it we are at the height of frustration. 

 

So “apart from the Law the righteousness of God has [been 

made plain or] been revealed.” 

 

The apostle Paul does a beautiful job in Philippians 3. He kind 

of goes behind the curtain to bear his heart. He says  

 

I’m “a Hebrew of the Hebrews.” (Philippians 3:5) 

 

I was born to Hebrew parents. I’m “of the tribe of Benjamin.” I 

was “a Pharisee.” (Philippians 3:5) 

 

And then he says “I counted all those but loss for the 

excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord.” 

(Philippians 3:8) 

 

And then verse 9 just blows us away. Listen to what he says: 

 

Philippians 3:9 

 

and I may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my 

own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in 

Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis 

of faith, 

 

Here is a very religious man that none of us in this room could 

even hold his cane—as far as that’s concerned. He was an 
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incredible man as far as religion was concerned. A keeper of 

the Law, a doer of the Law. But he says, “When I found Christ 

I found a righteousness by faith that made me acceptable so I 

counted all that stuff but loss. One gigantic loss for the 

excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord.” 

 

And then when he’s writing 2 Corinthians he says: 

 

2 Corinthians 5:21 

 

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that 

we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

 

Now notice the last phrase of that verse. It says “being 

witnessed by the Law and the Prophets” this righteousness. 

 

How is this righteousness “witnessed by the Law and the 

Prophets?” 

 

Well every time there was a broken Law or there was sin, 

what did the Law demand? It demanded a blood sacrifice, 

didn’t it? 

 

And that blood sacrifice pointed to the perfect sacrifice, the 

Lamb of God, who was going to give His life and shed His 

blood for the sins of the whole world. And we’ll see that in just 

a minute. 

 

So every time the Law was broken, the only way back into 

fellowship with God is to go and acknowledge that, have the 
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priest offer the sacrifice. So we’re taught by the Law that 

sacrifice is a part of our relationship to God. 

 

What about the prophets?  

 

Isaiah 53:4-5 

 

Surely he hath borne our griefs  

and carried our sorrows, 

we did esteem him stricken,  

smitten of God and afflicted. 

He was wounded for our transgressions, 

he was bruised for our iniquities; 

the chastisement of our peace was upon him, 

and with his stripes we are healed. 

 

So “the Law and the Prophets” bore witness to this 

righteousness that Paul’s talking about. 

 

Now jump right in there at verse 22. 

 

v. 22 even the righteousness of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ for all those who are believing; for 

there is no distinction;  

 

“even the righteousness of God”—WHAT?—“through faith in 

Jesus Christ for all those who are believing; for there is no 

distinction;” 

 

There are THREE KEY WORDS here.  
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The word “righteous” or “righteousness” occurs 8 times in this 

little passage. 

 

Secondly the word “law” occurs 7 times. 

 

The word “faith” or “believing” occurs 9 times. 

 

Now we can take those three words and we can summarize 

this whole passage.  

 

Apart from the Law there is a “righteousness of God” available 

to mankind that can be appropriated by faith and faith alone. 

 

That basically summarizes the gospel and the message of the 

passage. It is a “righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 

Christ for all those who are believing.” Notice that last phrase: 

“there is no distinction.” 

 

There are no special cases. There are no exceptions to this. We 

learned that we’re all under sin. And we learned there are no 

special privileges. Nobody is going to get in by the side door. 

And it is appropriated by faith. 

 

Now what does faith mean?  

 

(Moorings in a World Adrift: Answers for Christians Who 

Dare to Ask Why by B. Clayton Bell, Sr.) 

 

Clayton Bell in his book Moorings in a World Adrift was 
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telling about his parents being missionaries in Shanghai, 

China. And while they were there it was humid and hot, 

similar to weather in Texas in the summer, and so his daddy 

built a concrete box which was their swimming pool. It was 12 

feet long and 8 feet wide and 5 foot deep in its deepest part. 

And so he went to his dad one day and said, “What’s faith?” 

Daddy said, “well just wait until this afternoon.” So when 

daddy came home that afternoon they got in their swimming 

suits and went out there and Clayton’s just a little kid, he 

couldn’t swim. And so daddy got out to the 5-foot spot and he 

said, “Jump!” And Clayton just immediately jumped right into 

his arms. And the daddy set him up on the edge of the pool 

and he said, “That’s faith.” He said, “you believed me, you 

trusted me and when I said jump you jumped.” And that’s 

really faith. That’s being able to say, “God I commit my 

eternal destiny to You. I jump into your arms. I leave you with 

the full responsibility for my eternal destiny. I give myself 

over to You and completely commit myself to You. 

 

pp. 4-5 (paraphrased) 

 

Barbara Johnson said: 

 

(Stick a Geranium in Your Hat and Be Happy! by Barbara 

Johnson) 

 

 THE MAIN THING IS TO KEEP 

 THE MAIN THING THE MAIN THING. 

p. 171 
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That’s what we need to focus on. Leave the main thing the 

main thing. 

 

Lynn Anderson in Finding the Heart to Go On tells the story 

of the life of David beautifully. It’s published by Here’s Life 

Publishers from Campus Crusade for Christ. He tells this 

little story which illustrates the point. 

 

(Finding the Heart to Go On by Lynn Anderson) 

 

 At a traffic light I witnessed a most amusing sight in the 

car beside me. An elderly gentleman was bobbing, slapping 

the dash in rhythm, and singing at the top of his lungs. When 

he spotted me watching him, rather than looking 

embarrassed, he grinned, then grabbed a card and held it up 

to the window to display the call letters of a local radio 

station. I punched that button on my radio, and in a few 

seconds I, too, was bobbing, slapping the dash, and singing at 

the top of my lungs. Until I was tuned in to his frequency, I 

did not hear his song, so [I] could not know what made him 

sing! 

p. 220 

 

1 Corinthians 2:14 

 

The natural man receives not the things of the spirit of God, 

they’re foolishness unto him. Neither can he know them 

because they’re spiritually discerned. 

 

This answers the whole problem. Until we get tuned in on, by 
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faith, what’s the deal? We don’t have any song to sing man! 

We’re worried about whether we die tomorrow or tonight, 

where are we spending eternity. It’s awful to live like that. It’s 

all up for grabs. Never knowing until we get there whether or 

not we’re going to be accepted or rejected. What a way to live 

when it can be solved by simply taking by faith what God has 

totally provided for us. 

 

v. 23 for all sinned and are falling short of the glory of 

God,  

 

“for all sinned and are falling short of the glory of God,” 

 

This verse is in the PAST and the PRESENT TENSE and 

that’s a whole different message friend when we read it like 

that. The translation isn’t manipulated at all.  

 

We look at that verse and it says in our PAST we’ve sinned. 

Everybody wants to raise their hand and say they have too?  

 

“all sinned” haven’t we? We all have. In the past tense, 

basically we have to say we’ve “all sinned.” 

 

But now let’s talk about the PRESENT TENSE. Look at what 

it says right there. It says “and are falling short of the glory of 

God. We not only sinned in the past, we fell short of the glory 

of God today.  

 

Be honest. So many people are self-righteous and think 

they’re going to heaven by the way they’re working and doing. 
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We fell short today. We didn’t make it. And guess what? When 

we put together a whole string of fallen shots we’re going to be 

done! We ain’t going to make it! Because God wants 

perfection. And therefore we’re in a terrible dilemma! 

 

When we take the past and say, “I have sinned” and take the 

present, “I’m falling short,” we also have a future and that’s 

the wrath of God, UNLESS we make provision for a 

righteousness that’ll make us acceptable in His presence. And 

that is valid on the basis of what we have studied in the book 

of Romans to this point. 

 

“all sinned”—Genesis 3:8—Adam and Eve, our first parents, 

headed for the weeds as soon as sin got in the picture. They 

felt awkward toward God. The whole thing is broken up. 

 

Romans 5:12 

 

Wherefore as by one man sin entered into the world, and 

death by sin, [WHAT?] death passed upon all men, for all have 

sinned. 

 

And so there we are. We’re guilty. We’re under it.  

 

But the next thing is we’re “falling short of the glory of God.” 

 

Now how is that translated? Using the Greek exegesis and the 

tenses of verbs to translate it this way: 

 

“for all have sinned and they keep on falling short of the glory 
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of God,” 

 

In other words, every day they keep on “falling short of the 

glory of God.” 

 

 What’s the “glory of God?” 

 

The “glory of God” is that which Christ left when He came 

down here upon earth. It demonstrates the splendor, the 

grandeur of the place that He’s gone to prepare. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:9 

 

… “eye hath not seen nor ear heard, neither has it entered 

into the heart of man the things which the Lord hath prepared 

for them that love Him.” 

 

It’s incredible to study John 17. Jesus is on His knees praying 

just before He goes to the cross. He says in verse 5: 

 

John 17:5 

 

Now glorify Thou Me together with Thyself, Father, with the 

glory which I had with Thee before the world was. 

 

And then He wants everybody else to share it. He says: 

 

John 17:24 

 

Father, I desire that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be 
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with Me where I am, in order that they may behold My glory, 

which Thou hast given Me; for Thou didst love Me before the 

foundation of the world. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:18 

 

We all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror [WHAT?] 

the glory of the Lord, we are being transformed into the same 

image from glory to glory… 

 

Know the Lord today? Spread a little of His glory around 

through life today? Take some of that glory and share it with 

others? 

 

Remember when the Ark was taken by the Philistines in 1 

Samuel chapter 4? Eli falls over backwards and breaks his 

neck and dies and his daughter-in-law has a little baby and 

she names the baby Ichabod—“The glory of the Lord has 

departed.” 

 

There are a lot of Christians running around grieving the Holy 

Spirit by sin. They’re quenching the Spirit by resisting Him in 

their lives. And the lights have gone out, the glory of God 

doesn’t reflect on them. 

 

That’s what Christ meant when He said in the Sermon on the 

Mount: 

 

Matthew 5:16 
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Let your light so shine before men that they may see your 

good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

 

May God make us transparent. May God make a theater for 

His glory on our face that He can be seen in us. 

 

That was Paul’s whole purpose. He said “that Christ may be 

magnified in my life whether by life or by death.” (Philippians 

1:20) 

 

That his whole purpose is that “the glory of God” would be 

seen in and through his life. 

 

v. 24 being made righteous as a gift by His grace 

through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;  

 

Underline two words in verse 24. We’re going to hit a 

theological word here. 

 

“being made righteous as”—WHAT?—“a gift”—first word—“by 

His”—WHAT?—“grace”—second word—“through the 

redemption which is in Christ Jesus;” 

 

This is being declared righteous in God’s sight. Being made 

right with Him, first of all is what? It’s a GIFT!  

 

We get ready for Christmas? Do we have to work for our gifts? 

Well some of us do. No, a gift is a gift expressed out of love 

isn’t it? And we receive it in that way. 
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John 3:16 

 

God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son… 

 

Ephesians says it so well: 

 

Ephesians 2:8, 9 

 

For by grace are you saved through faith; and that not of 

yourselves, it is a gift of God; not of works, lest any man 

should boast. 

 

John 15:13 

 

Greater love hath no man than this, than a man would lay 

down his life for his friends. 

 

God says, “It’s going to cost Me the life of My Son but it’s 

worth it to have you share My glory for eternity!” 

 

That’s how much He loves us. The requirements are the death 

of His Son but He loves us enough to provide it so it is a “gift 

by grace.” We don’t deserve it! We deserve judgment. 

 

But because of His love, He manifests grace—unmerited favor 

toward us—in the giving of this gift. 

 

So Paul makes that great outburst in: 

 

2 Corinthians 9:15 
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But thanks be to God for his indescribable gift. 

 

For His gift which excites wonder beyond words! We can’t 

even express it! How we feel in thanksgiving. 

 

Robert Schuller in his book Tough Times Never Last, but 

Tough People Do! told this interesting experience about 

Rudyard Kipling that illustrates the point: 

 

(Tough Times Never Last, but Tough People Do! by Robert H. 

Schuller)  

 

 In a cynical moment of interviewing, a newspaper 

reporter said to Rudyard Kipling, “Mr. Kipling, I just read 

that somebody calculated that the money you make from your 

writings amounts to over one hundred dollars a word.” Mr. 

Kipling raised his eyebrows and said, “Really? I wasn’t aware 

of that.” Then the reporter said, “Here’s a hundred-dollar bill, 

Kipling. Give me one of your hundred-dollar words.” 

 Kipling looked at the hundred-dollar bill, finally took it, 

quietly folded it up, [put it in his pocket] and said, “Thanks.”  

p. 219 

 

That’s all we’re being asked to do! Exercise faith in receiving 

what He’s provided and turn around and say “Thanks!” And 

it’s settled. It’s done. It’s the plan of salvation so no one will 

miss it.  

 

It’s “being made righteous as a gift by His grace through the 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



22 

 

redemption which is in Christ Jesus;” 

 

Now whenever we see the word “redemption,” it involves a 

price.  

 

We are all under sin. And there’s only one price for sin and 

that’s death.  

 

“The wages of sin is death.” (ref. Romans 6:23) 

 

Somebody must die when sin is present. And God knows that 

and He cannot violate that in His holiness.  

 

Sin demands death. 

 

“Redemption” refers to the payment involved in setting us free 

from that dilemma and declaring us righteous. 

 

Remember when Joseph was sold into Egypt? What 

happened? Potiphar went to the place of the slaves and 

purchased Joseph off of the slave block. He was purchased as 

a servant. A price was paid. 

 

Remember in Hosea? We read in Hosea 3 where God says to 

Hosea “Go get your prostitute wife and pay the price for her 

and redeemer her. Bring her back into the house!” It’s an 

illustration of God’s unconditional love for the nation Israel. 

And it says he goes and he pays the price to bring her back 

into the house. That’s redemption!  
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We have been enslaved in sin. The only way God can give us 

this gift is He must redeem us. He must pay the price. 

 

The problem is we can’t pay our own price.  

 

Psalm 49:7 says: 

 

Psalm 49:7 

 

No man can redeem the life of another… 

 

Why? 

 

Because we try to redeem someone we’re paying our own 

price. We’re all in the boat together. We’re all under sin. 

 

These verses in 1 Timothy go well here: 

 

1 Timothy 2:5, 6 

 

There’s one God, and one mediator between God and men, the 

man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the 

testimony borne at the proper time. 

 

And then remember Mark 10:45?  

 

Mark 10:45 

 

I came not to be ministered unto but to minister … [And 

what’s the last part of it?] …and to give my life a ransom for 
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many. 

 

“I didn’t only come to serve, I came to give my life to pay 

redemption’s price. To pay the ransom fee. To be set free.” 

 

v. 25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in 

His blood through faith for a proof of His 

righteousness, because in the forbearance of God 

He passed over the sins previously committed;  

 

“whom God”—that is Christ—“displayed publicly as a 

propitiation”—just one more theological word we’ll explain in 

a minute. 

 

“in His blood through faith for a proof of His righteousness, 

because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins 

previously committed;” 

 

Now when it says “God displayed publicly,” what does that 

mean? This is the first time where we have One being made 

sin that is displayed publicly. 

 

Remember when the priest went in on the Day of Atonement, 

they tied a rope around his leg and he went in with the blood 

of the little lamb into the holy of holies, and what did he do? 

He turned around and he sprinkled that blood on what? On 

the Mercy Seat. Right there on the top of the Ark between the 

cherubim. 

 

What does the word “propitiation” mean? Mercy Seat. 
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It’s the same word. It’s Jesus sprinkling His blood on the 

Mercy Seat so the wrath of God is appeased. 

 

Now if God didn’t accept the blood, then that priest died 

instantaneously and nobody’s going to go into the holy of 

holies in the presence of God so they pulled the priest out of 

the tent. Nobody goes in there because the wrath of God is not 

been appeased by the blood that has been offered. 

 

The neat thing is God publicly displayed as a sacrifice that 

satisfies the death of Christ. And the fact that Christ was 

risen from the dead says God was propitiated. He was 

satisfied with what Christ did on the cross when He died for 

our sins. Isn’t that exciting to understand and see that word? 

 

All of religion tries to appease God, don’t they? They do some 

weird stuff like walking over hot coals and eating glass and 

doing all kinds of dumb stuff. And remember the priests of 

Baal, they started slashing themselves when they were up 

there on Mount Carmel trying to show their devotion to God 

when they’re trying to call fire out of heaven. Sacrifice little 

babies in the New Testament. They were offering meat to 

idols.  

 

Remember Cain and Abel? Abel took food of the ground, he 

goes and offers it. God says, “Reject!” Cain comes along with 

the little lamb, “Accepted!” 

 

God has his plan of being appeased. And human works is not 
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one of them. And when we by our works come and we’re 

saying, “God, I’m a pretty good guy.” God says “Reject! Next!” 

Done. That’s it. Not accepted. 

 

God is only appeased by the blood of His Son. And Christ did 

that for us publicly as He died on Calvary’s cross.  

 

Colossians 1:20 

 

Having made peace through the blood of His cross. 

 

God has been reconciled to man by the death of Christ on 

Calvary’s cross. And His justice is satisfied. 

 

Now what’s so neat about it, when Christ is made sin for us 

there on the cross and He says, “My God, My God, why hast 

Thou forsaken Me?” He did all that so He can declare us 

righteous. He can take what Christ did and still be just and 

declare us righteous because of the death of Christ upon the 

cross. 

 

The most important thing in the world is not what we see in 

each other, it’s what God sees in us. And if He sees us declared 

righteous, everything’s great.  

 

“whom God displayed publicly as a satisfactory sacrifice in His 

blood…” 

 

That’s what was required for the redemption.  
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“…through faith for a proof of His righteousness…” 

 

He still had to be righteous to do this and He worked it out 

that way. What wisdom. 

 

“…because in the forbearance of God…” 

 

What does that mean? In the delay, in the patience, in the 

holding back of God: 

 

“…He passed over the sins previously committed;” 

 

What’s that tell us? All the sins of the world ever committed 

before Calvary were only covered by the blood of those animal 

sacrifices. They were not forgiven, not washed away. The word 

“atonement” means kaphar. It means cover. 

 

They were all covered by the sacrifices of those little lambs. 

But that God in His forbearance doesn’t judge that sin, He 

leaves it covered because He knows in the divine wisdom that 

Christ is going to split all time and His death as the Lamb of 

God on Calvary’s cross is going to wipe out that flood of the sin 

of humanity in the past. And there’s exciting news: He wiped 

out everything in the future.  

 

That’s 1 John 2:1-2. He died for the sins of the whole world 

literally. 

 

And so God exercised DELAY. He put everything on hold as 

far as His judgment on sin until Christ would die and pay the 
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price. Isn’t that exciting? That’s the Gospel! Understand why 

some of these guys that sing these great old hymns got so 

excited? Because they’re singing the message of the cross and 

of righteousness. 

 

Donald Grey Barnhouse had one great old hymn he loved to 

sing: 

 

Not all the blood of beasts, on Jewish altars slain, 

Could give the guilty conscience peace, or wash away the 

 stain. 

 

But Christ the Heavenly Lamb, takes all our sins away; 

A sacrifice of nobler name and richer blood than they. 

(source unknown) 

 

If we look at this and are overwhelmed at how God deals with 

sin in the death of His Son, imagine what He’s going to do 

when He pours out His wrath upon those who are not declared 

righteous. This is just a little picture of how a holy God feels 

about sin. And when He comes in His wrath to judge the world 

in His second coming, watch out! He is coming to do just that. 

 

v. 26 for the proof of His righteousness at the present 

time, to the end that He might be just and the one 

who is declaring righteous the one who is having 

faith in Jesus.  

 

“for the proof of His righteousness at the present time, to the 

end that He might be just and the one who is declaring 
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righteous the one who is having faith in Jesus.” 

 

Listen to the words of this hymn by Charles Wesley: 

 

And can it be that I should gain  

An int’rest in the Saviour’s blood? 

Died He for me, who caused His pain? 

For me, who Him to death pursued? 

Amazing love! How can it be 

That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

 

He left His Father’s throne above, 

So free, so infinite His grace! 

Emptied Himself of all but love,  

And bled for Adam’s helpless race? 

‘Tis mercy all, immense and free, 

For O my God, it found out me. 

(source unknown) 

 

That’s the Gospel.  

 

And so we ask SIX QUESTIONS in view of what he’s just 

taught us to wrap up the passage.  

 

v. 27 Where then is the boasting? It is excluded. By 

what kind of law? Of works? No, but by a law of 

faith.  

 

1. “Where then is the boasting? It is excluded.” 
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There isn’t going to be any of that in heaven. 

 

2. “By what kind of law? Of works? No, but by a law of 

faith.” 

 

It’s different! 

 

Now verse 28 is a capsule statement of the whole thing. Now 

look at it, meditate on it a word at a time because this is the 

whole argument. 

 

v. 28 For we are maintaining that a man is declared 

righteous by faith apart from works of the Law.  

 

“For we are maintaining”—this is our position Paul says—

“that a man is declared righteous by faith apart from the 

works of the Law.” 

 

Horatius Bonar said: 

 

Not what my hands have done  

Can save my guilty soul; 

Not what my toiling flesh has borne 

Can make my spirit whole. 

Not what I feel or do 

Can give me peace with God; 

Not all my prayers and sighs and tears 

Can bear my awful load. 

 

Thy grace alone, O God, 
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To me can pardon speak; 

Thy power alone, O Son of God, 

Can this sore bondage break. 

No other work save thine, 

No other blood will do; 

No strength save that which is divine 

Can bear me safely through. 

(source unknown) 

 

We must come dressed in His righteousness alone! Faultless 

to stand before His throne! 

 

There is no hope and if we are trying to do it by the works of 

the Law we’re going to be condemned. 

 

v. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He not the God 

of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also 

 

“Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He not the God of Gentiles 

also?”—then he answers his question—“Yes, of Gentiles also” 

 

v. 30 if indeed God is one—and He will declare 

righteous the circumcision by faith and the 

uncircumcision through faith.  

 

“if indeed God is one”—and He sure is—“and He will declare 

righteous the circumcision by faith and the uncircumcision 

through faith.” 

 

Boy that got the Jews! See the circumcision has nothing to do 
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with it, it’s the faith that declares a man righteous. So he 

comes back and takes a little shot here in closing, helping us 

to realize that the ritual isn’t going to save us. Whether it’s 

baptism, the Lord’s supper or circumcision or whatever—that 

never will save us. 

 

It is only “by faith.” 

 

R. Kent Hughes says: 

 

Since there is only one God, salvation is the same for 

everyone. When we get to heaven some [people are going to] 

be surprised [that we’re] there. 

(source unknown) 

 

And we’re also going to be surprised that some people who are 

also there. It’s going to be kind of a mutual deal. 

 

v. 31 Are we then nullifying the Law through faith? 

May it never be! On the contrary, we are 

establishing the Law.  

 

“Are we then nullifying the Law through faith? May it never 

be!”—Perish the thought—“On the contrary, we are 

establishing the Law.” 

 

We’re using the Law for what it was intended to do. It was to 

correct and to condemn and to take us by the hand and lead us 

to Christ who is the solution to our problem. And there He 

declares us righteous and makes us totally acceptable in God’s 
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presence. 

 

There’s a great truth described in a poem that was discovered 

in the pocket of Major John Andre after his execution during 

the Revolutionary War. It was written in his death cell, so 

these words are literally a dying man’s testimony. 

 

““Hail, Sovereign Love, which first began the scheme to rescue 

fallen man! Hail, matchless, free, eternal grace, which gave 

my soul a Hiding Place! 

 

Against the God who built the sky I fought with hands 

 uplifted high—  

Despite the mention of His grace—too proud to seek a Hiding 

Place. 

Enrapt in thick Egyptian night, and fond of darkness more 

than light, 

I madly ran the sinful race, secure, I thought, without God’s 

grace. 

But the eternal counsel ran: ‘Almighty love, arrest that man!’ 

I felt the arrows of distress, and found I had no Hiding Place. 

Indignant Justice stood in view; to Sinai’s fiery mount I flew; 

But Justice cried with frowning face, ‘This mountain is no 

Hiding Place!’ 

Ere long a heavenly voice I heard, and mercy’s angel soon 

appeared; 

He led me, with a beaming face, to Jesus as my Hiding Place! 

On Him almighty vengeance fell, which would have sunk a 

world to Hell; 

He bore it for a [chosen race], and thus [becomes our] Hiding 
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Place!”” 

 

(From InfoSearch 2.21) 

 

Now there are twelve lessons that come from our passage. 

 

Lesson #1: The righteousness of God is apart from the Law. 

 

Lesson #2: The righteousness of God is seen in the Law and in 

the prophets. 

 

Lesson #3: The righteousness of God becomes ours through 

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Lesson #4: There are no exceptions when it comes to salvation 

or judgment. 

 

Lesson #5: Man is described as having sin in the past, and in 

the present, falling short of the glory of God. 

 

Lesson #6: Are you a reflector of the glory of God? 

 

Lesson #7: Righteousness is a gift provided by grace. 

 

Lesson #8: We were purchased by the blood of Jesus Christ. 

 

Lesson #9: The blood of Jesus Christ is a satisfactory sacrifice 

for sin. 

 

Lesson #10: The blood of Christ paid for all the sins of the Old 
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Testament as well as the sins of the New Testament. 

 

Lesson #11: A man is declared righteous by faith apart from 

the works of the law. 

 

Lesson #12: God is one, and there is only one plan of salvation. 

 

Here’s a little piece that’s called “The Four Calls”: 

 

The Spirit came in childhood and pleaded, “Let me in,”  

But oh! the door was bolted by thoughtlessness and sin; 

“I am too young,” the child replied, “I will not yield today; 

There’s time enough tomorrow.” The Spirit went away. 

Again He came and pleaded in youth’s bright happy hour; 

He came but heard no answer, for lured by Satan’s power  

The youth lay dreaming then and saying, “Not today, 

Not till I’ve tried earth’s pleasures.” The Spirit went away. 

Again He called in mercy in manhood’s vigorous prime, 

But still He found no welcome, the merchant had no time; 

And so, repulsed and saddened, the Spirit went away. 

Once more He called and waited, the man was old and ill, 

And scarcely heard the whisper, his heart was cold and still; 

“Go, leave me; when I need thee, I’ll call for thee,” he cried; 

Then, sinking on his pillow, without a hope, he died! 

 

(From InfoSearch 2.21) 

 

David Jeremiah tells of his daddy being a preacher in his book 

Escape the Coming Night. He said there was one great old 

song they always sang that made him so frightened when he 
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was a child but the truth of the Great White Throne 

Judgement is very real. 

 

(Escape the Coming Night by Dr. David Jeremiah with C. C. 

Carlson) 

 

I dreamed that the great judgment morning  

Had dawned, and the trumpet had blown;  

I dreamed that the nations had gathered 

To judgment before the white throne; 

 

From the throne came a bright, shining angel  

And stood by the land and the sea,  

And swore with his hand raised to heaven,  

That time was no longer to be. 

 

The rich man was there but his money 

Had melted and vanished away; 

A pauper he stood in the judgment, 

His debts were too heavy to pay; 

 

The great man was there, but his greatness 

When death came, was left far behind! 

The angel that opened the records, 

Not a trace of his greatness could find. 

 

The gambler was there and the drunkard,  

And the man that had sold them the drink,  

With the people who sold them the license  

Together in hell they did sink. 
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The moral man came to the judgment, 

But his self-righteous rags would not do; 

The men who had crucified Jesus 

Had passed off as moral men, too. 

 

The soul that had put off salvation— 

“Not tonight; I'll get saved by and by; 

No time now to think of religion!” 

At last, he had found time to die. 

 

And oh, what a weeping and wailing, 

As the lost were told of their fate; 

They cried for the rocks and the mountains,  

They prayed, but their prayer was too late. 

pp. 219-20 

 

Vance Havner was right when he said: 

 

(Don’t Just Stand There, Pray Something: The Incredible 

Power of Intercessory Prayer by Ronald Dunn) 

 

… “The problem is that the situation is desperate but we’re 

not.” We should be! Our inescapable responsibility should 

make us desperate. 

p. 79 

 

This story told by Charles Haddon Spurgeon from one of the 

early graphically describes the condition of a man or a woman 

who has refused to respond to the call of God and to invite 
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Jesus Christ into his life. 

 

(Life and Works of Rev. Charles H. Spurgeon by Henry 

Davenport Northrop, D.D.  

 

 The surgeon of a regiment in India relates the following 

incident: —“A soldier rushed into the tent to inform me that 

one of his comrades was drowning in a pond close by, and 

nobody could attempt to save him in consequence of the dense 

weeds which covered the surface. On repairing to the spot, we 

found the poor fellow in his last struggle, manfully attempting 

to extricate himself from the meshes of rope-like grass that 

encircled his body; but, to all appearances, the more he 

labored to escape, the more firmly they became coiled round 

his limbs. At last he sank, and the floating plants closed in, 

and left not a trace of the disaster. After some delay, a raft 

was made, and we put off to the spot, and sinking a pole some 

twelve feet, a native dived, holding on by the stake, and 

brought the body to the surface. I shall never forget the 

expression on the dead man’s face—the clenched teeth, and 

fearful distortion of the countenance, while coils of long 

trailing weeds clung round his body and limbs, the muscles of 

which stood out stiff and rigid, whilst his hands grasped thick 

masses, showing how bravely he had struggled for life.” 

 This heart-rending picture is a terribly accurate 

representation of a man with a conscience alarmed by 

remorse, struggling with his sinful habits, but finding them 

too strong for him. Divine grace can save the wretch from his 

unhappy condition, but if he be destitute of that, his 

remorseful agonies will but make him more hopelessly the 
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slave of his passions. 

pp. 450-51 

 

Henry Brandt said “when you want a cure give me a call.” 

 

(When You’re Tired of Treating the Symptoms and You’re 

Ready for a Cure, Give Me a Call: 18 Lessons for Making 

Changes That Last by Henry R. Brandt) 

 

 Long ago I learned that I didn’t need to argue with 

anyone about God, His plan, His peace, or His joy that is 

available to all of us. I can not make choices for anyone other 

than myself. If someone wants to be miserable, that is their 

choice. I am not going to try to talk them out of their misery. 

 At this time I know that I am approaching the finish line 

of my race. And today, if I had a choice, I would not choose to 

go back and start life over again. I eagerly look forward to 

meeting Jesus and many good friends in heaven. 

 If I go before you, I would like to be holding the tape when 

you finish the race God has given you to run. 

 Now I live each day so that I am ready to cross my own 

finish line. 

pp. 226-27 

 

Don’t go away with questions about that. Don’t let pride cause 

you to turn away. Respond to Christ and let this be the time 

that another sinner is declared righteous in God’s sight. 

 

Father, we thank You for Your Word and for this great 

passage. We praise You for the power of it, the simplicity of it. 
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Thank You that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is good news. 

Thank You that it’s a gift offered from the hands of the loving 

God who paid the supreme price of shedding His blood for our 

sins. Father, may we never get over that. May we come to You 

and humbly say thanks. And come in real peace knowing that 

our eternal destiny is secure because You don’t undeclare 

righteous somebody that You’ve already declared righteous. In 

Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

 

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

STUDY NUMBER THREE – ROMANS 3:21-31 

 

            NOTES 
v. 21 But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has 

been revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets; 

v. 22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ 

for all those who are believing; for there is no distinction; 

v. 23 for all sinned and are falling short of the glory of God, 

v. 24 being made righteous as a gift by His grace through the 

redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 

v. 25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood 

through faith for a proof of His righteousness, because in the 

forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; 

v. 26 for the proof of His righteousness at the present time, to the 

end that He might be just and the one who is declaring righteous 

the one who is having faith in Jesus. 

v. 27 Where then is the boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of 

law? Of works? No, but by a law of faith. 

v. 28 For we are maintaining that a man is declared righteous by 

faith apart from works of the Law. 

v. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He not the God of Gentiles 

also? Yes, of Gentiles also 

v. 30 if indeed God is one—and He will declare righteous the 

circumcision by faith and the uncircumcision through faith. 

v. 31 Are we then nullifying the Law through faith? May it never 

be! On the contrary, we are establishing the Law. 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Romans 3:21-31 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What has been revealed apart from the Law, according to 

verse 21? 

 

 

 

 

3. How is the righteousness of God appropriated, according to 

verse 22? 

 

 

 

 

4. State the two-fold problem that is given in verse 23. 

 

 

 

 

5. How is a man made righteous, according to verse 24? 
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6. What has happened to boasting, according to verse 27? 

 

 

 

 

7. How is a man declared righteous, according to verse 28? 

 

 

 

 

8. What is Paul doing with the Law, according to verse 31? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: The righteousness of God is apart from the Law. 

 

LESSON #2: The righteousness of God is seen in the Law and 

in the prophets. 

 

LESSON #3: The righteousness of God becomes ours through 

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

LESSON #4: There are no exceptions when it comes to 

salvation or judgment. 

 

LESSON #5: Man is described as having sin in the past; and 

in the present, falling short of the glory of God. 

 

LESSON #6: Are you a reflector of the glory of God? 

 

LESSON #7: Righteousness is a gift provided by grace. 

 

LESSON #8: We were purchased by the blood of Jesus Christ. 

 

LESSON #9: The blood of Jesus Christ is a satisfactory 

sacrifice for sin. 

 

LESSON #10: The blood of Christ paid for all the sins of the 

Old Testament as well as the sins of the New Testament. 
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LESSON #11: A man is declared righteous by faith apart from 

the works of the Law. 

 

LESSON #12: God is one, and there is only one plan of 

salvation. 
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