A Practical Study of ROMANS
The Gift of God’s Grace

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness™

Study Number Seven - Romans 4:1-12

There’s one word that occurs 8 times in this study, and we're
going to chase that word through the verses.

There are people in our lives that we avoid. Those are
sometimes those to whom we are in debt to. That is especially
true if we're behind on our payments.

Immediately from the time we’re born and are aware of the
fact that God 1s holy, we recognize we’re dealing with someone
to whom we are in debt. And because of that it creates an
awkwardness and we spend all of our interests and our time
and our means on secondary issues and we feel guilty when it
comes time to get close to God.

There’s a cemetery in England that has a grave marker that
has the following inscription:

SHE DIED FOR WANT OF THINGS.

That’s not so bad. But the one next to it says:



HE DIED TRYING TO GIVE THEM TO HER.
(paraphrased from InfoSearch 2.21)
That’s the tragic truth a lot of times.

Charles Haddon Spurgeon’s book was written by Henry
Davenport just after Spurgeon died back in 1900.

Charles Haddon Spurgeon wrote under the unknown name of
John Ploughman. And he wrote his letters for the newspaper,
not under the title of Charles Haddon Spurgeon. And these
were little sermons that he wrote for popular consumption. He
had a fantastic sense of humor. But he wrote a whole section
on what it 1s to be in debt. Listen to this:

(Life and Works of Rev. Charles H. Spurgeon by Henry
Davenport Northrop, D.D.)

When I was a very small boy, in pinafores, and went to a
woman’s school, it so happened that I wanted a stick of slate-
pencil, and had no money to buy it with. I was afraid of being
scolded for losing my pencils so often, for I was a real careless
little fellow, and so did not dare to ask at home. What then
was John to do?

There was a little shop in the place, where nuts and tops
and cakes and balls were sold by old Mrs. Dearson, and
sometimes I had seen boys and girls get trusted by the old
lady. I argued with myself that Christmas was coming, and
that somebody or other would be sure to give me a penny then,
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and perhaps even a whole silver sixpence. I would therefore go
into debt for a stick of slate-pencil, and be sure to pay at
Christmas. I did not feel easy about it, but still I screwed my
courage up, and went into the shop. One farthing was the
amount, and as I had never owed anything before, and my
credit was good, the pencil was handed over by the kind dame;
and I was in debt. It did not please me much, and I felt asif I
had done wrong, but I little knew how soon I should smart for
1t. How my father came to hear of this little stroke of business
I never knew, but some little bird or other whistled it to him,
and he was very soon down upon me in right earnest. God
bless him for it.

Powerful Lecture on the Side of the Head.

He was a sensible man, and none of your children-
spoilers; he did not intend to bring up his children to speculate
and play at what big rogues call financing, and therefore he
knocked my getting into debt on the head at once, and no
mistake. He gave me a very powerful lecture upon getting inte
debt, and how like it was to stealing, and upon the way in
which people were ruined by it; and how a boy who would owe
a farthing might one day owe a hundred pounds, and get into
prison and bring his family into disgrace. It was a lecture
indeed; I think I can hear it now, and can feel my ears tingling
at the recollection of it.

Then I was marched off to the shop like a deserter
marched into barracks, crying bitterly all down the street, and
feeling dreadfully ashamed, because I thought everybody
knew I was in debt. The farthing was paid amid many solemn
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warnings, and the poor debtor was set free, like a bird let out
of a cage. How sweet it felt to be out of debt! How did my little
heart vow and declare that nothing should ever tempt me into
debt again! It was a fine lesson, and I have never forgotten it.
If all boys were inoculated with the same doctrine when they
were young, it would be as good as a fortune to them, and save

them wagon-loads of trouble in after life.
pp. 428-430

Some persons appear to like to be owing money; but I
would as soon be a cat up a chimney with the fire alight, or a
fox with the hounds at my heels, or a hedgehog on a pitchfork;
or a mouse under an owl’s claw. An honest man thinks a purse
full of other people’s money to be worse than an empty one; he
cannot bear to eat other people’s cheese, wear other people’s
shirts, and walk about in other people’s shoes, ...

Living beyond their incomes 1s the ruin of many of my
neighbors; they can hardly afford to keep a rabbit, and must
needs drive a pony and chaise. I am afraid extravagance is the
common disease of the times, and many professing Christians
have caught it, to their shame and sorrow. Good cotton or stuff
gowns are not good enough now-a-days; girls must have silks
and satins, and then there’s a bill at the dressmaker’s as long
as a winter’s night, and quite as dismal.
pp. 430-31

And then he goes on to say this:
It 1s hard to shave an egg, or pull hairs out of a bald pate; but

they are both easier than paying debts out of an empty pocket.
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p. 437

Promises make debts, and debts make promises, but promises
never pay debts; promising is one thing, and performing is

quite another.
p. 438

And then this is the way he ends his sermon:

... this shall be John Ploughman’s short sermon, with three
heads to it—always live a little below your means, never get
into debt, and remember

“He who goes a borrowing

Goes a sorrowing.”
p. 438

And then he ends 1t this way:

A pig on credit always grunts!
(source unknown)

That was written over a 100 years ago and yet it’s just as
relevant as it is today.

We feel awkward when we're in debt. We feel under stress. We
feel anxious, upset. Is everything going to work out so that it
can be handled? Do we have that same feeling about our
indebtedness to God?



The text 1s going to teach us that all of us have an impossible
debt as far as God is concerned and we’re behind in our
payment.

Romans 3:23 said “all sinned [past] and [present] are falling
short of the glory of God.”

We are going increasingly more in debt as every day goes by.
And guess what? If we die while we’re in debt, we're in
trouble.

Now the KEY WORD in the passage that occurs 8 times 1is the
word logizomai. And 1t’s the word that 1s translated “reckon.”

This 1s a bookkeeper’s term. It is “crediting to one’s account.”
It’s assuming the responsibility for someone’s debt and paying
1t fully.

Now back in Romans 3 we read this:

Romans 3:28

We are maintaining that a man is declared righteous by faith
apart from the works of the Law.

Now where have we been 1n the six studies?

God has a righteousness that’s available to us by faith. The
whole world needs this righteousness.



The Gentiles have been characterized as needing it.
The self-righteous need it.
The Jews need it.

And then we had a 14-point indictment from the judge and the
doctor saying that all of us needed it.

And then we found the answer. The answer was in this;:
A man 1s declared righteous by faith.

Now, as we go into chapter 4, we could write over chapter 4
“An 1illustration of being declared righteous by faith.”

He’s going to use an Old Testament illustration in the life of
Abraham to illustrate our point.

We're going to have a BIBLICAL MODEL of genuine faith and
godliness in Abraham.

We had two keywords in our last study: “gift” and “grace.”

It’s a “gift by grace.” That debt that is paid is a gift that we
don’t deserve. It’s given to us by grace.

Now it’s wonderful to talk that way. And we might say, “Hey
that’s right. That’s good. It’s so wonderful to know that the
debt 1s fully paid.”



There are an awful lot of people who are singing “Amazing
grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me” who
are living far more comfortably with the motto “We get our
salvation the old-fashioned way. We earn it.” Justification
through the good life.

That seems to be what tends to compute in daily life rather
than really believing that it is amazing grace and that it is a
gift and that God pays the full debt and is responsible for all
of it.

Jay Carty, from the Los Angeles Lakers a number of years
ago, wrote a book called Only “10°s” Go to Heaven. He had the
neatest little exercise. Draw a line across the bottom of a page:
On the left-hand side of the line put “1” and on the right-hand
side put “10.” Then write numbers between the 1 and the 10.
Here’s what he says:

(Only “10’s” Go to Heaven by Jay Carty)

Pause for a moment and think of two names. Excluding
biblical characters, who 1s the worst person who ever lived? Aad
who 1s the best person who ever lived? Use any logical standazd
that’s consistent . . . moralism, humanitarianism, philanthropy:.
.. Just use the same standard for both people. ... [Now have you
got your two people in your mind?]

I'll use Hitler and Mother Theresa for my names. If your
names are different just substitute yours in place of mine.
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If Hitler 1s a “1” and Mother Theresa is a “9”, place yourself
on the line [where you think you are].

[Now think it through carefully and put yourself in comparison
to others.]

Most people reserve twos and threes for murderers, hit-
men, dope pushers and the like. The majority of folks will
choose a number around six and a half. What was yours?

By putting your name on the line regardless of how good a
person you think you are, you have said that some people have
lived a better life than you and some have been worse. That’s
true of us all, including Mother Theresa, because she has
somebody else on her line. You have said I don’t measure up to
some. Now ask yourself a question. This 1s the most important
question asked so far. Don’t go any further ... until you answer
this question ...

Where does God draw His line as to who goes to heaven and
who goes to hell?

How do you know for sure if you passed? I mean, really
know? Remember, long shot gamblers are losers.

There 1s an answer. You can know for sure. The Bible tell§
us.

Only a perfect ten can go to heaven because that’s where
God 1s and He’s a ten and God’s Son 1s the only ten who ever
walked the earth. All the rest of us have come short of God’s
standard because we’ve all said no to Him.

[Now here’s the way he ends this and this gets very sobering.
Talk about making us squirm.]
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If something is not done about your situation, they are
holding reservations at the desk in hell if you should die
without solving the problem.
pp. 8-12

And we're saying the same thing and the passage says the
same thing. If we don’t have a credit to our account before the
day we die and we die in debt, we know where our
reservations are. And we can say that without any dispute.
Without any argument on the basis of the study of these three
chapters that went before us.

Now what does Abraham teach us? What kind of an
1llustration is he? We’re going to jump right into it.

He’s going to start out with FIVE QUESTIONS in pursuing
this whole matter.

v. 1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our
forefather according to the flesh, has found?

“What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather
according to the flesh, has found?”

Well, if salvation is not by works, then let’s go back and see
what Abraham has found and see if he’s an 1llustration of
works or faith.

See the word “forefather?” This is the only time in the Greek
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New Testament that word occurs. And actually, we could
translate it “first father” if we want to because that’s really
what he 1s.

He 1is the FOUNDING FATHER. He is the one with whom all
the unconditional promises of the Abrahamic covenant were

made.

REASON for bringing Abraham into the picture.

v. 2 For if Abraham was declared righteous by works,
he is having something to boast about; but not

toward God.

“For if Abraham was declared righteous by works, he is
having something to boast about; but not toward God.”

Why?
Remember in our last study?

Romans 3:27

Where then 1s boasting? It is excluded. ...

There 1s no boasting in heaven. We don’t boast toward God.
We have a debt and God’s going to do something about it. If
we allow Him to do something about it but then we have
nothing to boast about by the fact that He’s taken the full
responsibility for it. So boasting i1s excluded.
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But what does he say “not toward God”?
Well men who claim their righteous boast toward men:

Luke 16:15

...that which is highly esteemed among men is an
abomination in the sight of God.

When it’s seen from His perspective. So there 1s no boasting.
v. 3 For what is the scripture saying? “And Abraham
believed God, and it was reckoned to him as

righteousness.”

“For what 1is the scripture saying? ‘And Abraham believed
God, and 1t was reckoned to him as righteousness.”

Now where does Paul turn when it comes to solving a
problem? What is the scripture saying?

2 Timothy 3:16

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof...

1 Thessalonians 2:13

For this cause also, thank we God without ceasing. Because
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when you receive the word of God from us you received it not
as the word of men, but as the word of God, which effectually
worketh also in you who believe.

That’s our whole purpose in life.

Matthew 24:35

Heaven and earth shall pass away but my word shall not pass
away.

You know “it’s not by might nor by power but by my Spirit
saith the Lord.” (ref. Zechariah 4:6)

We'’re in a battle and the battle is His. And with Him on our
side, guess who’s going to win? The minority is going to win.
And these guys that are playing with safe sex are going to
come around to us pretty soon to find out what the meaning of
life 1s when they get worn out.

So just let them go have their day, sow their wild oats and

they’ll be back. And they’re going to be knocking on our doors
to find an answer because we are being biblical when we talk
of monogamous sex relationships in the confines of marriage.

And when they violate that, there is a price to pay and they
are going to pay the piper.

“God 1s not laughed at”—Galatians 6:7—“Whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap.”
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That is quite obvious by what has happened.

This gives us a great opportunity to sit down and teach our
children the opposite of what society is teaching them. We are
in bold relief! So accept the challenge and show them. And
don’t apologize for our position, but declare it from the
scripture.

Psalm 1 says:

Psalm 1:1-3

Blessed 1s the man

that walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,

nor stands in the way of sinners,

nor sits in the seat of the scornful or the scoffer.

But his delight’s in the law of the Lord.

He’s going to be like a tree planted by the rivers of water
that’s going to bring forth his fruit in his season.

His leaf isn’t going to wither

and whatever he does is going to prosper.

And i1t’s going to be just fine.
Here are some verses.

Galatians 6:9

Let us not grow weary in well-doing for in due season we're
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going to reap if we faint not.

If we want to throw in the towel and say that God’s dead and
1t’s all over and we have a reason to go on a little pity-party,
well just go on.

Psalm 126:5, 6

They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.

He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seeds,
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,

bringing the evidence of his harvest with him.

So start clapping and hang in there and keep it going. Boy,
we've got some good stuff.

Where’s he going to turn to solve the problem? Right away,
right out of the box he says:

“what 1s the scripture saying?”
That’s the most important thing.
And the scripture in Genesis 15 says:

(Genesis 15:6

Abraham believed God and 1t was reckoned to him as
righteousness.
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Now how did he believe God? God came and gave him some
commands and some promises.

He said “Abram, I want you to do something for Me.” He goes
to him in Ur of Chaldees, he says, “I want you to get out of
your country. I want you to get from your father’s house. I
want you to leave your kindred. I want you to go to the
country I'm going to show you. And then I want to tell you
this, I'm going to bless you. I'm going to make your name
great and I'm going to be a blessing to you. It’s going to be
neat.”

And he just gets up and goes.
In Numbers 23 we read:

Numbers 23:19

God 1s not a man that he should lie, nor the son of man that
he should repent. Has he said and shall he not do 1it? Or has
he spoken and shall he not make it good?

As a result of those promises it says, “Abraham believed God”
and what? “It was logizomai, reckoned to him as
righteousness.”

Now that’s the first occurrence. It’s going to occur 8 TIMES.

It's a BOOKKEEPING TERM. It means to CALCULATE. It
means to “take into account.” And then i1t means to credit that
16



account which 1s adequate to cover the debt.

And so the whole debt of our sin 1s covered when we receive
Christ and i1t’s reckoned to us for righteousness.

Let’s see where this word occurs that gets kind of convicting
because it deals with marriage.

Remember 1 Corinthians 13:4-8? These verses give us 15
characteristics of love.

And remember it says “love 1s patient, love 1s kind, love 1s...”
all these neat things.

In verse 5 1t says “love keeps no record of the wrongs.”

In other words, love does not have a ledger wherein
indebtedness i1s put in the ledger.

Whenever we get HYSTERICAL, don’t get HISTORICAL.

That’s the whole deal! If we have a ledger and we’re keeping
1t, we're only going to complicate the problem. And so we don’t
keep putting stuff in the account. And that’s the only place
that word 1s used there in the thirteenth chapter. But it’s used
in several others in a very similar way to what we have here.

Now here are the verses where 1t occurs so we can watch 1t as
we jump down through the passage.
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Verses 3, 4, 5 and 6—so it’s going to be in these next ones.
Then 8, 9, 10 and 11—EIGHT TIMES in the passage. It’s
really easy to understand what the main argument 1is.

The 1llustration is:

There 1s something credited to our account and God is keeping
a set of books and we're getting something we don’t deserve as
a gift. Our debt is being paid by Him.

Probably the greatest illustration of that is Philemon verse 18;
Remember Philemon was a wealthy businessman in the Lycus
Valley and he had a slave by the name of Onesimus that stole
some things and ran away to Rome. And he got picked up on a
drug trip and put in prison. He was right next to the apostle
Paul and Paul led him to the Lord. Then he sent him back to
his master to make it right. And he sent the little letter with
him. He says “if he has wronged you 1in any way or owes you
anything, charge that to my account.” (ref. Philemon 1:18)

In other words, “anything he stole, anything he did to you, I
want to assume the responsibility of his debt when it comes.”
Philemon could have killed him. That was the way they
treated run-away slaves in those days. And of course
Onesimus ran away because Philemon and his wife both had
come to know Christ. And he was offended by that and took off
for Rome and did steal some things. But Paul assumes the full
responsibility.

Now this great verse that we're looking at right now 1s a very
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significant verse in that it precipitated the reformation in the
1500’s.

Martin Luther was scaling the sacred stairs and he, being
very work-oriented, felt like he needed to make a sacrifice to
be more spiritual. And then the words, right here, “the just
shall live by faith,” came across to him.

And the guy wrote a tremendous piece of poetry. We're not
going to read all the verses but there are just two verses so we
can get an 1dea of the struggle he had.

I know that though in doing good I spend my life,

I never could atone for all I've done;

But though my sins are black as night, I dare to come
before Thy sight because I trust Thy Son.

In Him alone my trust I place, come boldly to Thy
throne of grace, and there commune with Thee. Salvation
sure, O Lord, is mine, and, all unworthy,
I am Thine, for Jesus died for me.
(source unknown)

Now God’s keeping a book on each of us and we have a debt.
We have sinned and we are presently falling short of the glory
of God. How 1s that debt being handled? Are we still trying to
handle it ourselves?

If we are:
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Daniel 5:27

Mene, Mene, Tekel, Parsin...You are weighed in the balances
and found wanting.

That’s what that hand wrote on the wall and Belshazzar died
that very night and lost his kingdom.

“You are weighed in the balances and found wanting.”
This statement encompasses the truth of the study:

In response to our faith, God the Father dipped His pen in the
blood of His Son and has written on our record “Paid in full.”

That encompasses the whole teaching of the first four chapters
of the book of Romans but especially right here. God has
assumed the debt.

Colossians 2:14—ever seen this?

Colossians 2:14

having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees
against us which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of
the way, and has nailed i1t to His cross.

That’s what He did. He took our whole debt and He nailed 1t
to His cross when He died for our sin.
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Now sometimes we can take the stories of Jesus and realize
that He also chases down these kinds of thoughts.

That neat parable in Matthew 18 when Peter comes running
in and says, “How many times should I forgive my brother? As
many as seven times?” He has his nose out of joint. And the
Lord says, “No, not as many as seven, but seventy times
seven.”

Then He tells the story about the king who’s going to settle
accounts with everybody and he finds a guy who has a debt of
$12 million and before inflation that was more than the
budget for the province in which he lived. In other words, $12
million was an impossible debt for any of us and certainly for
this guy. So what does the king do? Because the guy begs and
asks, he releases him of a $12 million debt. Boy that would be
good enough to take our family to dinner after being released
from a $12 maillion debt.

But what does that guy do? He goes out in the street and he
finds one of his buddies who owes him 20 bucks. And the guy
doesn’t have it so he throws him in prison. And what’s the
whole purpose of the story?

We have been forgiven an incredible debt and on the
horizontal we can’t go and forgive a $20 debt of somebody who
has offended or hurt us? That’s the whole story.

We’ve been forgiven a huge debt—$12 million—when sin is
canceled out and the debt has been paid. Why can’t we forgive
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each other on the horizontal?
Now let’s go on—verse 4.

v. 4 Now to the one who is working, his wage is not
reckoned as a favor but as what is due.

“Now to the one who 1s working, his wage 1s not reckoned as a
favor but as what 1s due.”

When a guy works, we don’t expect that when we're getting
paid it’s a favor. We put some blood, sweat and tears in that.
And we'’re getting what we deserve.

The most fun parable that Jesus ever told that gets people so
mad and so upset, because they don’t think God is fair, is the
parable of the guy who owned the vineyard in Matthew 20.
Remember him?

And it comes time to harvest his grapes. So at 6:00 a.m. in the
morning he goes and gets a whole truckload of workers and he
takes him out on the job. And he says to them, “I'm going to
pay you 1 denarius.” Now that’s a fair salary. One day’s
work—one denarius. And he enters into a contract and he
says, “I'm going to pay you 1 denarius.”

And then he goes back at 9:00 and he hires some more guys
but he tells them, “Now you guys go work in my vineyard and

whatever’s fair I'm going to give you.” And so they go to work.
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Well on top of that, the third group is at 12:00. He goes and
hires another group. So he has three groups in the vineyard.

And then at 3:00 he goes and hires another bunch. So he has
four groups in the vineyard. And it’s all the same deal. Only
the first group has a contract.

All the other three groups so far—"I'll just give you whatever
1s fair.”

And then finally he comes at 5:00 in the afternoon and he
hires another group. So he has five groups in the vineyard.

Quitting time’s at 6:00. Now when they get to quitting time at
six, what do they get? We have some guys that worked 12
hours, some that worked 9 hours, some that worked 6 hours,
some 3 hours, and some guys that worked 1 hour.

And he starts by paying the one hour guys first. And guess
what? The story says he pays them a denarius to the one hour

guys.

So what are the 12 hour guys thinking? Bird nest on the
ground man! Twelve denarius! They won’t have to work for six
months! Very generous! Great vineyard owner!

Then he turns around and he pays all the rest of them a
denarius.

Well after the associated consolidated grape pickers union
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representative came and worked him over really good for all
the malicious intent involved in guys working for 12 hours in
the heat of the sun and only getting a denarius, the master
says, “That was the contract man. You got what you deserved.
And on top of that, if I want to be generous to who I want to bé
generous, 1it’s mine and I can be that way.”

That story tells us something about what it’s going to be like
to meet God. And if we think that we're going to get across as
a member of the consolidated grape picker’s union to plead our
case before God, we need to listen again to Matthew 7:20-24:

Matthew 7:20-24

Many will say unto me on that day, “Lord, Lord, haven’t we
done many wonderful works?” And I'll say “Depart from me, I
never knew you.”...

We're going to get into heaven only on God’s terms and only if
our debt has been fully paid. And only we can answer that
question. It has nothing to do with our church membership. It
has nothing to do with the sacrifices we’ve made in our life.
The question 1s, have we ever come to a personal relationship
with Christ where we can say “Yes, I've been declared
righteous.”

G. K. Chesterton said it well:

(The Strength of a Man by David Roper)
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“Pessimism comes not when we get weary of doing evil but
when we get weary of doing good.”
p. 15

And Lynn Anderson said it this way:

(Finding the Heart to Go On by Lynn Anderson)

How can one get to the right place by going in the wrong
direction?
p. 66

We really can’t do it. Now some people could do that. There
are some guys who will never stop and ask directions.

Somebody said:

“Why did Moses wander for 40 years in the wilderness?
Because he never stopped and asked directions.”
(source unknown)

That’s true.

There’s a bumper sticker that says:

(Stick a Geranium in Your Hat and Be Happy!
by Barbara Johnson)

JUST WHEN YOU THOUGHT
YOU WERE WINNING THE RAT RACE
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ALONG COME FASTER RATS.
p. 106

v. 5 But to the one who is not working, but is believing
in Him who is declaring righteous the ungodly, his
faith is reckoned as righteousness.

“But to the one who 1s not working,”—Dbig word—"*but”™—
CONTRAST—"1s believing in Him who 1s declaring righteous
the ungodly, his faith 1s"—logizomai—"“reckoned as
righteousness.”

Old Uncle Oscar had never had a chance to fly a plane and he
had all of his friends praying for him while he went on his
first airplane ride. When he came back they said “Well Uncle
Oscar, how did 1t go?” Well Uncle Oscar said “It wasn’t as bad
as I thought it might be. But I'll tell you this. I never did put
all my weight down.”

(paraphrased from InfoSearch 2.21)

We might be saying, “This is great for young folks. People whao
are transparent and resilient. But you don’t know what I've
been through. I have really screwed up my life. 'm too old and
some of the stuff I have done could never be forgiven by God.
And so I'm an exception. I am literally doomed to hell.”

It’s just like Paul thought we were going to say that. And it

does sound wonderful to hear a guy like Abraham who is a

great man of God who believes God. It’s “reckoned to him for
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righteousness.” He’s a good guy.

Show us someone who 1s out to lunch and who really gets the
sin dealt with in his life on the NEGATIVE side from the
forgiveness point of view before he’s declared righteous and
maybe we might listen.

Well, is there any other guy who really botched it any more
than David did? And so that’s why verses 6 and 7 talk about
David.

v. 6 Even as David also is speaking of the blessing upon
the man to whom God is reckoning righteousness
apart from works:

“Even as David also 1s speaking of the blessing upon the man
to whom God 1s reckoning righteousness apart from works:”

Every one of us walks with a limp. We all have vulnerability
1n our lives in various places.

v. 7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been
forgiven, and whose sins have been covered.

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven,
and whose sins have been covered.”

Now the only problem with what’s happening here is we're

reading Psalm 32 and we really need to read Psalm 51 first.

That’s one of the questions we should ask in glory, why did 32
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come first and 51 afterwards when we have to go through 51
to get to 327 Fifty-one tells us how forgiveness is secured.

Psalm 51:10, 12

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
renew a right spirit unto me.
Restore unto me the joy of my salvation...

It’s against You and You only have I sinned and done this
great wickedness in Your sight.

Then we can bless God—Psalm 32—for the forgiveness that
has been granted.

So this 1s Psalm 32:1-2, but we want to read Psalm 51. Read 1t
before we read this and it’ll put it in perspective.

Now there are three words about SIN there.

1. “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been”—
WHAT?—*forgiven.”

2. “and whose sins have been covered.”

v. 8 Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will not in
any case take into account.”

“Blessed 1s the man whose sin the Lord will not in any case
take into account.”
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He 1s not going to enter the sin of a forgiven person into that
ledger. It is cared for in the death of Christ. It’s forgiven. It’s
covered and it’s not taken into account. And when we turn
over to the New Testament, guess what? It’s taken away and
thrown into the depths of the sea.

That should get us excited about a wonderful word that Christ
said on the cross! “Tetelestai! It 1s finished.”

When that tape broke, that was an Olympic runner finishing
the race. That’s Christ. When He said “Tetelestai!” that’s
putting “Paid in full” on it all. He finished His work. And that
1s to provide the basis for forgiveness of sin.

Now there’s only one more problem. The Jews said, “God will
never judge somebody who’s been circumcised”? That’s the
sign of the Abrahamic covenant. He’s going to come back to
that for just a second.

What relationship did circumecision with Abraham have to do
with him being declared righteous?

Remember, take baptism and the Lord’s supper, the
ordinances that we experience in the New Testament, and
replace it because that was the ordinance in the Old
Testament.

Now does baptism and the Lord’s supper contribute to us
being declared righteous?
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In Acts 15 it was a big problem. The early church was really
plagued with this. And remember Paul brought a guy by the
name of Titus who was a Gentile Christian that hadn’t been
circumcised to give his testimony.

And Galatians 2:3 says:

(Galatians 2:3

But not even Titus who was with me, though he was a Greek,
was compelled to be circumcised.

Now we’ve had the word “reckoned” occur 8 times.

“Righteousness” 8 times.
“Faith” 7 times.

But “circumcision” and “uncircumcision” is going to occur 12
times in these last 4 verses so we're going to move quickly
through it. Here we go.

v. 9 Is this blessing then upon the circumecision, or upon
the uncircumcision also? For we are saying, “Faith
was reckoned to Abraham as righteousness.”

“Is this blessing then”—the blessing of being declared

righteous—“upon the circumecision, or upon the

uncircumecision also? For we are saying, ‘Faith was reckoned
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to Abraham as righteousness.”
He repeats himself from what he’d said earlier.

v. 10 How then was it reckoned? While being in
circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not while in
circumcision, but while in uncircumecision;

“How then was it reckoned?”—or credited to his account? Was
1t—“While being in circumcision, or in uncircumcision?’—then
he answers 1t—“Not while in circumecision, but while [he was]
1n uncircumecision;’

v. 11 and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of
the righteousness of the faith which he had while
in uncircumcision, that he might be the father of all
who are believing while in the condition of
uncircumcision, that righteousness might be
reckoned to them,

“and he received the sign of circumecision, a seal of the
righteousness of the faith which he had while [he was] in
uncircumcision, that he might be the father of all who are
believing while in the condition of uncircumecision, that
righteousness might be reckoned to them,”

Alright, now just to make that very simple. Let’s cover the
BIOGRAPHY of Abraham by years because it’s in the text.

When he i1s 85 he has this experience of being declared
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righteous—Genesis 15:6.

Shortly after this he gets Hagar pregnant. And when Ishmael
1s born, the text says he’s 86. When he is circumcised he is
99—Genesis 17:11.

So we have to say there’s at least 14 years between being
declared righteous and being circumcised. So circumcision has
nothing to do with his being declared righteous.

And that’s the same way. We’re not knocking baptism and the
Lord ’s Supper. We do it all the time.

But those people are not being declared righteous by what’s
going on through an ordinance that a man is celebrating with
them any more than a person is declared righteous at the time
he’s circumcised. And see that really does put the Jewish
teaching in its proper perspective.

v. 12 and the father of circumcision to those who are
not only of the circumcision, but who also are
following in the footsteps of the faith of our father
Abraham while he was in uncircumecision.

“and the father of circumcision to those who are not only of the
circumcision, but who also are following in the footsteps of the
faith of our father Abraham while he was uncircumcised.”

Now, there are 10 lessons that come out of this study.
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LESSON #1: Abraham was declared righteous by faith and
faith alone.

LESSON #2: “That which 1s highly esteemed among men is an
abomination in the sight of God.”

LESSON #3: We are hopelessly in debt to God because of sin
but His credit of righteousness is adequate to make us
acceptable in His presence.

LESSON #4: Human merit, or works, has nothing to do with
the declaration of righteousness.

LESSON #5: Works removes grace from the picture.

Because works produces a debt not an unmerited favor.

LESSON #6: If it works for Abraham and David, surely it will
work for you and for me.

LESSON #7: Jesus assumed the full responsibility of our debt.
He paid it all.

LESSON #8: David says: Sins are forgiven, covered, and not
taken into account.

LESSON #9: Circumcision 1s only a sign and a seal.

LESSON #10: Abraham was declared righteous 14 years
before he was circumecised.
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Listen to Charles Spurgeon reflect on what this ought to do for
us to recognize that our debt has been paid in full.

(Morning and Evening by Charles Haddon Spurgeon)

My hope lives not because I am not a sinner, but because I am
a sinner for whom Christ died; my trust is not that I am holy,
but that being unholy, He is my righteousness. My faith rests
not upon what I am, or shall be, or feel, or know, but in what
Christ 1s, in what He has done, and in what He is now doing
for me.

p. 538

And then he gives a warning:
It 11l behooves us to sport while our eternal destiny hangs on a
thread!

(source unknown)

It was William Saroyan the American playwright who 5 days
before he died called the Associated Press and he said:

“Everybody has got to die, but I have always believed an
exception would be made in my case. Now What?”

(From InfoSearch 2.21)
That’s the way a lot of people live. Now 1t’s here, now what?
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Here are a couple of little stories.

This one is about a large religious service that was being
conducted in the Golden Gate Exposition in San Francisco.
And they were listening to the speaker and the minister who
was delivering the main address was not thoroughly orthodox:

Although [he was] a gifted speaker, he began to direct most of
his eloquence against the power of the blood of Christ. Ruth E:
Marsden relates that when his fluent oratory ended, a timid,
elderly lady stood up in the midst of the crowd and softly
began to sing a great hymn by William Cowper as a touching
rebuttal to the modernist’s remarks. A hush fell over the
assembly as they heard those faint but familiar words: “There
1s a fountain filled with blood drawn from Immanuel’s veins,
and sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty
stains.” Before she could begin the second stanza,
approximately a hundred people rose to join her. By the time
she reached the third verse, nearly a thousand Christians all
over the audience were singing that blessed song of faith. The
triumphant, thrilling strains rang out loud and clear: “Dear
dying Lamb, Thy precious blood shall never lose its power, till
all the ransomed church of God be saved to sin no more.”

(From InfoSearch 2.21)

Cesar Malan was a famous minister and he always confronted
people with their need for Christ. One night he confronted a
dear lady about it and she was very resentful and said “That’s
none of your business.” He said “I'm going to be praying for
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you” and some weeks later she came back under conviction
said “Sir I'm sorry. What do I need to respond to Christ?” And
he said those simple words: “Come just like you are.” And
Charlotte Elliott went home and wrote:

Just as I am without one plea,
but that Thy blood was shed for me,
Oh Lamb of God I come, I come.

(source unknown)

Let’s end with Dr. David Jeremiah from His book Escape the
Coming Night. He was telling the story:

(Escape the Coming Night by Dr. David Jeremiah with C. C.
Carlson)

... of a mother who was dying in one of our Eastern cities a
few years ago. She had a family of many children, and she
knew the burden of raising this family would be very difficult
for her husband.

Before her death, each of the children was brought to her,
one at a time, to say good-bye. From the oldest to youngest,
they came into the room and kissed her as she told them how
much she loved them and blessed each one. At last the baby
was placed in her arms, and as she pressed him to her heart,
the nurse knew it was not long until she would die. Gently she
took the child from the mother’s arms. [And the mother] With
her last words, the woman whispered to her husband, “My
darling, please bring these children home with you
when you come.”
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p. 229

And the only way they’re going to go home is they're going to
be confronted with the same debt that we talked about and

have that debt solved in the blood of Christ by receiving
Christ as Savior.

Father, thank You for this great illustration from the life of
Abraham. We thank You for the Apostle Paul turning to the
scripture to find solutions to his problems. Teach us more and
more to increase our confidence in the scripture in a day when
everybody’s telling us that we don’t need to pay attention to its
We know Your Word works. It’s changed our lives and it’s
changed the lives of many around us. We know Your Word
prospers whereto You sent it. It never returns to You void. It
always accomplishes that which You please. And we know 1t’s
alive and it’s powerful and it’s sharper than a two-edged
sword. And it’s doing some cutting right now and we pray that
there will not be resistance but a careful and submissive
response to what has been taught. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
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A Practical Study of ROMANS
The Gift of God’s Grace

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness™

STUDY NUMBER SEVEN — ROMANS 4:1-12

NOTES
v. 1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather
according to the flesh, has found?
v. 2 For if Abraham was declared righteous by works, he is having
something to boast about; but not toward God.
v. 3 For what is the scripture saying? “And Abraham believed God,
and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.”
v. 4 Now to the one who is working, his wage i1s not reckoned as a
favor but as what is due.
v. 5 But to the one who is not working, but is believing in Him who
is declaring righteous the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as
righteousness.
v. 6 Even as David also is speaking of the blessing upon the man to
whom God is reckoning righteousness apart from works:
v. 7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven,
and whose sins have been covered.
v. 8 Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will not in any case
take into account.”
v. 9 Is this blessing then upon the circumcision, or upon the
uncircumcision also? For we are saying, “Faith was reckoned to
Abraham as righteousness.”
v. 10 How then was it reckoned? While being in circumcision, or in
uncircumecision? Not while in circumcision, but while in
uncircumeision;
v. 11 and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the
righteousness of the faith which he had while in uncircumcision,
that he might be the father of all who are believing while in the
condition of uncircumcision, that righteousness might be reckoned
to them,
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NOTES

v. 12 and the father of circumcision to those who are not only of
the circumecision, but who also are following in the footsteps of the
faith of our father Abraham while he was in uncircumcision.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Romans 4:1-12 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.
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2. How was Abraham declared righteous according to verse 3

3. Read verses 4-5 and Ephesians 2:8-9 and describe the
salvation process.
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4. What is the three-fold blessing in verses 7 & 8?
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5. How was Abraham reckoned righteous, according to
verse 9?

6. Was Abraham circumecised or uncircumcised when he
believed God and 1t was reckoned to him as righteousness,
according to verse 107

7. How 1s circumecision characterized in verse 11?

8. What is the ultimate purpose for Abraham being declared
righteous while in the condition of uncircumecision, according
to verse 117

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?

40



10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Abraham was declared righteous by faith and
faith alone.

LESSON #2: “That which 1s highly esteemed among men is an
abomination in the sight of God.”

LESSON #3: We are hopelessly in debt to God because of sin,
but His credit of righteousness is adequate to make us
acceptable in His presence.

LESSON #4: Human merit, or works, has nothing to do with
the declaration of righteousness.

LESSON #5: Works removes grace from the picture.

LESSON #6: If it works for Abraham and David, surely it will
work for me.
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LESSON #7: Jesus assumed the full responsibility of our debt.

He paid it all.
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before he was circumecised.

taken into account.
LESSON #10: Abraham was declared righteous fourteen year

LESSON #8: David says, Sins are forgiven, covered, and not

LESSON #9: Circumcision is only a sign and a seal.
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