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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

 

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

Study Number Eight – Romans 4:13-25 

 

 

All of us are in a profit-loss situation as far as our soul is 

concerned. We read in Luke 12: 

 

Luke 12:19, 20  

 

I will say to my soul, “Soul thou hast much goods laid up for 

many years; take thine ease, eat, drink and be merry.” But 

God said unto him, “Thou fool! This night thy soul shall be 

required of thee; then who shall those things be?” 

 

Our last study was focused on the subject of debt. And we 

learned that all of us suffer from curvature of the soul. All of 

us are in bondage to sin. All of us are in debt to God. 

 

And if that debt is not taken care of while we are here on 

earth, we experience only eternal wrath in our eternal destiny. 

 

Now the apostle has addressed several issues through these 

previous messages. And in addressing these issues, he ended 

with the ordinance of circumcision saying that it had nothing 
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to do with a man being declared righteous or having his debt 

paid, simply because Abraham happened to be 85 when he 

was declared righteous and 99 when he experienced the 

ordinance of circumcision. And so it had nothing to do with it. 

 

He’s going to do the same thing with the Law. This is going to 

be a little difficult to accept the fact that our performance of 

the Law and the commandments has nothing to do with our 

being declared righteous. 

 

The Law was not in existence in the time of Abraham. It’s 500 

years later that it comes so it’s impossible for the Law to have 

anything to do with his being declared righteous. 

 

There are an awful lot of people who are running on the fast 

track. Those who never have enough time are either running 

with botched up priorities or they’re running away from 

personal confrontation and a serious look at themselves. And 

to avoid that they must be always on the move because they’re 

afraid of what they’re going to see. 

 

Psalm 46:10 

 

Be still and know that I am God; 

I will be exalted among the heathen, 

I will be exalted in the earth. 

 

For the sake of our own eternal well-being, we need to take 

time to take a serious look at ourselves. And does the Spirit of 

God dwelling in us affirm the fact that we have indeed been 
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declared righteous and the debt has been paid? As far as we 

know at this moment, if this chooses to be our last moment on 

earth, we know beyond a shadow of a doubt that we would 

step into the Lord’s presence. 

 

Now in summary fashion, Romans 1: 17 has been our key 

verse for the whole series: 

 

There is a righteousness of God that is available to us by faith. 

 

When we start at Romans 1:18, all the way down to Romans 

3:20 we’re creating a need for that righteousness. 

 

First of all we learn that the Gentiles have a need for that 

because they’re worshiping the creation rather than the 

Creator. They’re believing the lie instead of the truth. They’re 

living an immoral lifestyle. 

 

Then the self-righteous people in chapter 2 learn that when 

God judges it’s going to be according to truth, it’s going to be 

according to works, and it’s going to be without partiality and 

there’s going to be no secrets. 

 

And then the Jew learns that his being a steward of the Law 

and his being circumcised does not exempt him from being in 

debt to God and that he too is going to be judged. 

 

In Romans 3:1-20 where he says in a 14-point indictment—6 

that come from the judge and 8 that come from the doctor—

we’re all under sin. 
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In Romans 3:21-31, he tells us that to be declared righteous 

we must by faith accept what God has provided in Jesus 

Christ His Son. That’s basically a summary of that. 

 

Now all of chapter 4 is an illustration of that. Can this truth of 

being declared righteous in God’s sight be illustrated in the 

Old Testament? The answer is yes. 

 

And we previously looked at the life of Abraham. And Paul 

quoted from Genesis 15:6. What is the scripture saying? 

 

Abraham was declared righteous by faith and by faith alone—

single condition. Nothing added. 

 

And so in the first few verses he made it clear to us that he 

was declared righteous apart from any of his works. His works 

had nothing to do with his being declared righteous.  

 

And then his circumcision had nothing to do with his being 

declared righteous, and that’s where we ended. So go right to 

verse 13 and notice there is a common denominator between 

verse 13, 14, 15 and 16. That is they all begin with the word 

“For.” 

 

When the apostle begins a verse with the word “For” it means 

that he’s giving us another argument. And so he’s going to 

move from works and circumcision to the Law now.  

 

Does the Law contribute to his being declared righteous before 
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God? Is salvation indeed a joint venture? That’s the question 

we ask ourselves when we get into verse 13. 

 

v. 13 For not through law was the promise made to 

Abraham or to his offspring that he would be heir 

of the world, but through the righteousness of faith. 

 

“For not through law was the promise made to Abraham or to 

his offspring that he would be heir of the world, but through 

the righteousness of faith.” 

 

Now there’s a NEGATIVE and a POSITIVE there. And that 

little word “not” is the very first word in the Greek text so 

that’s the most important word, as far as the apostle is 

concerned, in the verse. 

 

It is “not through law [that] the promise was made to 

Abraham or to his offspring that he should be heir to the 

world” but it came “through the righteousness of faith.” 

 

Now what’s the promise? We go back to Genesis 12 to review 

the promise.  

 

Genesis 12:2-3 

 

I’ll make you a great nation, 

I’ll bless you; 

I’ll make your name great, 

I’ll be a blessing to you. 

I’ll bless those who bless you, 
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and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all the people on earth 

will be blessed through you. 

 

And when we get to Galatians 3:17 he says this: 

 

Galatians 3:17 

 

What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred 

and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant 

previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise.  

 

The Law and the promise are distinct, one from the other. 

 

The word “promise” occurs 5 times so it’s very important—

that’s the promise that God made to Abraham in the 

unconditional covenant. 

 

And then “reckoned” occurs 3 more times—remember we had 

that 8 times in our last study, plus 3 more, making a total of 

11 now in the chapter. 

 

The word “law” occurs 5 times—so that’s very important. 

 

But above and beyond all that, the words “faith” and 

“believing” occur 9 times. 

 

It’s like Paul wants to leave us with one simple, simple 

message. And that message is friends, it’s by faith and faith 

alone. Nothing added to it! The just shall by faith, nothing 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



7 

 

else. 

 

Vance Havner told delightful little stories. He’s the one who 

said “If you don’t come apart and rest a while, you’ll come 

apart.” He was telling this story:  

 

[There was] an elderly lady who was greatly disturbed by her 

many troubles both real and imaginary. Finally she was told 

in a kindly way by her family, “Grandma, we’ve done all we 

can for you. You'll just have to trust God for the rest.” A look 

of utter despair spread over her face as she replied, “Oh, dear, 

has it come to that?” Havner commented, “It always comes to 

that, so [why don’t we] begin with that!”  

 

(From InfoSearch 2.21) 

 

Some people finally come to rest and security when it’s just 

faith. They just breathe this tremendous sigh of relief and 

hand it over to God—the eternal destiny, the payment of the 

debt, the being declared righteous so we’re acceptable in God’s 

presence. 

 

That’s why he spoke Matthew 11:28: 

 

Matthew 11:28-30 

 

Come unto me all ye who are weary and heavy laden and I 

will give you rest. Take my yoke upon me and learn of me, for 

I’m meek and lowly of heart, and [WHAT?] you will find rest 

for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light. 
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v. 14 For if those who are of the Law are heirs, faith has 

been rendered void and the promise has been 

rendered inoperative;  

 

“For if those who are of the Law are the heirs [of the promise], 

faith has been rendered void and the promise has been 

rendered inoperative;” 

 

WHY? 

 

Well the minute we make Law a condition for the promise, 

nobody’s going to get the promise. Why? Because nobody 

keeps the Law. 

 

As soon as we say that the promise of eternal salvation is 

based on the Law, we also say that none of us qualify. 

 

We’ve already learned well enough, that we’ve all sinned and 

come short of the glory of God. And we even did it today and 

we do it every day, that immediately it’s no deal. And so we 

have a tremendous promise. Nobody’s going to get it.  

 

It’s like we could say, “I’ll give you a million dollars if…you 

jump over the moon.” In essence we’re creating an impossible 

condition and knowing that we are making some wild 

promises. 

 

And so the picture here is a picture of somebody who’s still 

trying to be declared righteous by the keeping of the Ten 
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Commandments, living by the Law and we’ll never secure it 

that way. 

 

Somebody said: 

 

“The trouble with self-made men is that they worship their 

creator.” 

(source unknown) 

 

And they get the focus completely within themselves rather 

than on the real Creator who is the one who’s going to choose 

to be pleased or to reject. And the promise cannot come that 

way. 

 

Now there are TWO WORDS for “promise” in the Bible—in 

the Greek New Testament. 

 

The first word is huposchesis. And that word means “I promise 

to do this if you fulfill these conditions. 

 

The other word is epaggalia. And that’s the word that’s used 

here. And it’s “I promise to do this because I love you.” It’s like 

when we stand before the altar and we say “I do” we say “I 

promise to live with you the rest of my life, for better for 

worse, for richer for poorer,” and so on and so forth. 

 

We’re making promises and commitments without condition. 

We’re making a commitment, a promise to someone. And 

that’s the word here. God made these promises without any 

condition at all. 
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v. 15 for the Law is bringing about wrath, but where 

there is no Law, neither is there violation.  

 

“for the Law is bringing about wrath, but where there is no 

Law, neither is there violation.” 

 

Why does the Law bring about wrath? Well as soon as we put 

down the “thou shalt not,” we do it and then God gets angry 

with the broken Law. 

 

And “where there is no Law,” there’s no violation, because 

there’s no saying “thou shalt not.” And so when we violate it 

without a Law being there, there is no violation to that. 

 

The Law brings about wrath. It doesn’t bring about life.  

 

Now verse 16 is the KEY VERSE to this whole passage. We 

want to take a minute and focus on the first phrase in verse 

16 because that’s the heart of what he’s trying to illustrate in 

the life of Abraham. He’s trying to get across to each of us 

about how a person has his debt paid and is declared 

righteous before God. See it? 

 

v. 16 For this reason it is by faith, in order that it might 

be in accordance with grace, in order that the 

promise may be certain to all the offspring, not only 

to those who are of the Law, but also to those who 

are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us 

all,  
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“For this reason it is by faith, in order that it might be in 

accordance with grace, in order that the promise may be 

certain to all the offspring, not only to those who are of the 

Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is 

the father of us all,” 

 

“For this reason it is by faith,”—PERIOD. 

 

Now when he gets finished with that, he gives us TWO 

PURPOSE CLAUSES to tell us what the purpose is for it 

being “by faith”: 

 

1. “in order that it might be in accordance with grace,” 

 

Now what that means here is that it’s “in accordance with 

grace” in that it’s a gift. We don’t deserve it. We don’t work for 

it. God graciously provides the payment of our debt as an act 

of His grace toward us. 

 

We haven’t earned it or deserved it or tried to merit it in any 

way. 

 

Horatius Bonar wrote these words and he certainly had ahold 

of the fact that it was by faith: 

 

Not what these hands have done 

 Can save this guilty soul; 

Not what this toiling flesh has borne 

 Can make my spirit whole. 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



12 

 

Not what I feel or do 

 Can give me peace with God, 

Not all my prayers and sighs and tears 

 Can bear my awful load. 

Thy work alone O Christ, 

 Can ease this weight of sin; 

Thy blood alone, O Lamb of God, 

 Can give me peace within. 

Thy grace alone, O God, 

 To me can pardon speak, 

Thy power alone, O Son of God, 

 Can this sore bondage break. 

I bless the Christ of God; 

 I rest on love divine; 

And, with unfalt’ring lip and heart, 

 I call this Savior mine. 

(source unknown) 

 

For this reason it is “by faith, in order that it might be in 

accordance with grace.” 

 

Now you remember, we underlined two words in Romans 

3:24? Those two words were “gift” and “grace.” 

 

When we get a hold of that, we realize that this promise to pay 

our debt is unmerited but it’s also a gift. We didn’t earn it and 

God gives it in response to our faith in reaching out and 

taking it. 

 

Now we can put Ephesians 2:8, 9 there with that first purpose 
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clause: 

 

Ephesians 2:8, 9 

 

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not 

of yourselves, it is a gift of God; not of works, lest anyone 

should boast. 

 

Now look at the SECOND PURPOSE CLAUSE: 

 

2. “in order that the promise may be certain to all the 

offspring,” 

 

If we’re living by the 10 commandments or by the performance 

of the Law, we don’t know that we’re going to heaven, do we? 

We have no certainty. But the word here is “certain.” 

 

The reason it’s “by faith” is so everybody can be “certain” of 

where they’re going from the minute they have been declared 

righteous and the debt’s been paid. Because it’s been paid by 

the One who knows what’s required and it’s adequate to cover 

the total debt. 

 

We can be “certain” of our eternal destiny. 

 

1 John 5:13 

 

These are written that you might know not only that Jesus 

Christ is the Son of God and that you might have eternal life, 

but that you might believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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So we can have assurance. We can be certain. That’s the key 

phrase in that second purpose. But when we’re keeping the 

Law, we never know!  

 

Maybe when we die the unseen hand will write on the wall of 

heaven, “Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin. You’re weighed in the 

balances and found wanting.” (ref. Daniel 5:25) We didn’t do 

it! 

 

What a horrible future to face with such anxiety and 

uncertainty when it can all be cleared up by simply following 

the instructions. 

 

Now notice there’s a NEGATIVE and a POSITIVE that ends 

that sixteenth verse: 

 

“not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who 

are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all,” 

 

Everybody by faith and by faith alone. 

 

v. 17 (even as it has been written, “A father of many 

nations have I made you”) in the sight of Him whom 

he believed, even God, who is making alive those 

who are dead and is calling the things which do not 

exist as existing.  

 

“(even as it has been written, ‘A father of many nations have I 

made you’)”—see that was in the promise to Abraham. 
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“in the sight of Him whom he believed,”—in the sight of God 

whom he believed. Abraham believed—“even God,” 

 

What does God do? 

 

“who is making alive those who are dead and is calling the 

things which do not exist as existing.” 

 

God takes DEATH and puts LIFE in its place.  

 

Ephesians 2:1 

 

We are dead in our trespasses and sin, 

 

And He makes us ALIVE! 

 

“I give unto them eternal life…” 

 

We experience the NEW BIRTH! 

 

“He that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son 

of God hath not life.” (ref. 1 John 5:12) 

 

And He’s also the CREATOR. He’s “calling things which do 

not exist as existing” by His sovereign determination. He can 

bring into existence a new creation. And guess what? Paul 

says we’re that! 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 
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Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation; old 

things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 

 

So yes, He is going to be the “father of many nations.” 

 

We’re thinking, “You know, it’s a lot harder for me to believe 

this stuff you’re telling me about my debt being canceled than 

it was for Abraham to believe that he’s going to be the father 

of many nations.” 

 

Still want to hold to that supposition? We get to these next 

verses, we see a guy who had impossible circumstances to 

face. From a horizontal point of view it was totally ridiculous 

for him to even entertain a thought for a minute that he would 

indeed be the father of many nations. 

 

Verse 18 sets us up for it. 

 

v. 18 Who being beyond hope upon the basis of hope 

believed, in order that he might become a father of 

many nations, according to that which has been 

spoken, “So shall your offspring be.”  

 

“Who being beyond hope upon the basis of hope believed, in 

order that he might become a father of many nations, 

according to that which has been spoken, ‘So shall your 

offspring be.’” 

 

What did God say? He said, “Abraham, look up at the stars! 
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They’re going to be like your seed. Look at the grains of sand!” 

 

And we can hear Abraham saying, “But God I’ve got a barren 

wife. She’s infertile. She can’t have kids!” 

 

He goes to the Rotary club, introduces himself as Abraham 

and they ask, “How many kids have you got?”  

 

“None. I’m living with a barren woman!” 

 

“Well why in the world do you have a name like Abraham?” 

 

“Well I have hope in God! You know I’m going to have a kid 

one of these days!” 

 

And they’re saying, “Yah, yah. We’ve heard that before.” 

 

Charles Wesley did a beautiful job of trying to put Abraham 

into perspective: 

 

In hope, against all human hope, 

 Self-desperate, I believe; . . . 

Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees, 

 And looks to that alone; 

Laughs at impossibilities, 

 And cries: It shall be done! 

(source unknown) 

 

Probably one of the cutest illustrations of hope is the story of 

the little boy who was standing in the big mall. And he was 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



18 

 

standing at the foot of the escalator and he had his eyes glued 

on the rail. And he stood there and stood there and finally one 

of the salespersons in the shop thought maybe he was lost and 

came over and he asked, “Son are you lost?” He said “No, I’m 

just waiting for my gum to come back.”  

 

He knew what comes around, comes around. It was going to be 

coming back. And he wanted to be ready to get it this time. 

 

And so Abraham is believing in hope against hope. 

 

Now what are some of the things that he had to believe that 

made this so irrational and seemingly impossible?  

 

Verse 19 and 20 would be two good verses to memorize. Look 

at verse 19. Isn’t this great? 

 

v. 19 And not becoming weak in faith he contemplated 

his worn-out body, he being about one hundred 

years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb;  

 

“And not becoming weak in faith he contemplated his worn-

out body,”—We can relate to that one. 

 

“he being about one hundred years old, and the deadness of 

Sarah’s womb;”—who’s about 90. 

 

We look at those things and we have to say, “Boy, now that 

guy really had some faith.” 
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And he didn’t become “weak in faith” by the impossibilities 

that he faced. 

 

We don’t put any conditions into this contract. We’re going to 

stick together and the problems are going to be solved 

together. 

 

Abraham would never have solved it separately.  

 

“he being one hundred years old,” 

 

Now that is pretty old.  

 

Barbara Johnson said: 

 

(Stick a Geranium in Your Hat and Be Happy! by Barbara 

Johnson) 

 

You really know you’re getting old when 

you bend over to tie your shoes, and you wonder 

what else you can do while you’re down there. 

       —Source Unknown 

p. 131 

 

This little poem is so great: 

 

(Stick a Geranium in Your Hat and Be Happy! by Barbara 

Johnson) 

 

There is nothing the matter with me, 
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I’m healthy as I can be. 

I have arthritis in both knees 

And when I talk, I talk with a wheeze. 

My pulse is weak, and my blood is thin 

But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in. 

 

Arch supports I have for my feet, 

Or I wouldn’t be able to be on the street. 

Sleep is denied me night after night, 

But every morning I find I’m all right. 

My memory is failing, my head’s in a spin 

But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in. 

 

The moral is this as my tale I unfold—  

That for you and me who are growing old 

It’s better to say “I’m fine“ with a grin, 

Than to let folks know the shape we are in. 

pp. 138-39 

 

And then this one was great: 

 

 “Remember old folks are worth a fortune with silver in 

their hair, gold in their teeth, stones in their kidneys, lead in 

their feet, and gas in their stomachs. I have become a little 

older since I saw you last and a few changes have come into 

my life since then. Frankly, I have become quite a frivolous 

old gal. I am seeing five gentlemen every day. As soon as I 

wake up, Will Power helps me get out of bed. Then I go to see 

John. Then Charlie Horse comes along and when he is here he 

takes a lot of my time and attention. When he leaves, Arthur 
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Ritis shows up and he moves from joint to join. After such a 

busy day, I’m really tired and glad to go to bed with Ben Gay. 

P.S. The preacher came to call the other day. He said at my 

age I should be thinking about the hereafter. I told him, oh, I 

do all the time. No matter where I am, in the parlor, upstairs, 

in the kitchen I’m always wondering what I’m here after. 

(source unknown) 

 

Here’s the story about how the song “This Ole House” came 

into being: 

 

(Moorings in a World Adrift: Answers for Christians Who 

Dare to Ask Why by B. Clayton Bell, Sr.) 

 

Topping a ridge, he came upon an old house that seemed 

about ready to fall apart. Some windowpanes were broken, 

shutters hung at crooked angles, many of the shingles on the 

roof were missing, some of the boards that formed the porch 

were gone, and the door, as he said, “looked like it had been in 

a wrestling match with a storm.” Yet there were signs that 

somebody had recently lived there, so he called out as he 

approached the house. There was no answer. But as he drew 

near, an old hound dog came out of the house, stretched itself 

wearily, and lay down on the porch. Hamblen knew that he 

was not on deserted property, for no dog will stay long at a 

place if its master or mistress isn’t there. He looked in the 

front room but it was vacant. Then he looked in the back 

room. There on a couch was the body of an old man. Some 

snow lay on his chest, blown in through a broken windowpane. 

Old curtains, signs of a woman’s touch, hung at the windows. 
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Looking around further, Hamblen saw a toy wagon with three 

wheels, indicating that at one time a child had called this 

place home. 

 The pathos of that scene impressed itself on his 

songwriter’s mind, and, taking an old paper bag from his 

pocket, he wrote the song that became an international hit. 

The words, put to a Country Western tune, are as follows: 

 

 This ole house once knew my children, 

 This ole house once knew my wife, 

 This ole house was home and comfort 

 As we fought the storms of life; 

 This ole house once rang with laughter; 

 This ole house heard many a shout; 

 Now she trembles in the darkness when the light’nin’ 

  walks about. 

 

 This ole house is agettin’ shaky, 

 This ole house is agettin’ old, 

 This ole house lets in the rain, 

 This ole house lets in the cold, 

 On my knees I’m gettin’ chilly, 

 But I feel no fear or pain, 

 ‘Cause I see an angel peeking through a broken 

   windowpane. … 

 

[Then he says:] 

 

 My old hound-dog lies a-sleepin’, 

 He don’t know I’m gonna’ leave 
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 Else he’d wake up by the fireplace 

 He’d just sit an’ howl an’ grieve; 

 But my huntin’ days are over, 

 We ain’t goin’ huntin’ anymore; 

 Gabriel done brought in my chariot 

 When the wind blew down the door! 

 

Chorus: 

 Ain’t agonna need this house no longer, 

 Ain’t agonna need this house no more; 

 Ain’t got time to fix the shingles; 

 Ain’t got time to fix the floor; 

 Ain’t got time to oil the hinges nor 

  to mend the windowpane; 

 Ain’t agonna need this house no longer, 

 I’m agettin’ ready to meet the saints.* 

 
* From the book, The Birth of a Song, [copyright] 1989 Hamblen Family Trust. Song words 

copyright 1954, Re. 1982 by Hamblen Music Co., P.O. Box 1937 Canyon Country, CA 91351. 

International Copyright secured. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

pp. 107-9 

 

Abraham is an old man and yet he is a man who is an 

incredible illustration of one who would hold on to the faith, to 

the promise that God had made that he was going to be the 

father of many nations. 

 

Here in Romans 4 we’re getting ready to see a man who is 90 

years of age give birth to the promise that God had made. 
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v. 20 yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not 

vacillate in unbelief, but grew strong in faith, 

giving glory to God,  

 

“yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not vacillate in 

unbelief, but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, 

 

Now does it please God that we can give glory to Him for what 

He is going to do in accordance with His promise? Yes. 

 

Remember when Paul was caught on that boat for two weeks 

with 275 other people in Acts 27 and all hope for the ship 

surviving the storm had gone? Paul stands up before them 

and he says, “Wherefore sirs, be of good cheer. For I believe 

God, it shall be even as it was told me.” And that is, “The 

ship’s going down but everybody’s going to be safe so it’s going 

to be fine. I believe God. I want to give Him glory because it’s 

going to be just fine.” (ref. Acts 27:21-25) 

 

In Alice and Edith: The Two Wives of Theodore Roosevelt the 

writer described one of those wives in the following way: 

 

(Alice and Edith: The Two Wives of Theodore Roosevelt by 

Dorothy Clarke Wilson) 

 

 Strange that they should all be dead or wounded when 

here she was, old and gray and useless, yet stubbornly 

persisting in life, like a withered leaf clinging to a bare tree. 

p. 573 
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That’s Abraham. 

 

And then of course Rose Kennedy became famous at the age of 

93 when she made a fabulous statement to a magazine 

reporter: 

 

(The Power of Optimism by Alan Loy McGinnis) 

 

By this time, four of her nine children have died violently. 

Another daughter, Rosemary, has been severely retarded all 

her life and will soon be gone. Mrs. Kennedy has outlived her 

husband long enough to have seen his rather profligate and 

unscrupulous life told and retold in the press. She is an old 

lady, hit by tragedies again and again. The reporter asks 

about all this and Rose Kennedy says, slowly: “I have always 

believed that God never gives a cross to bear larger than we 

can carry. And I have always believed that, no matter what, 

God wants us to be happy. He doesn't want us to be sad. Birds 

sing after a storm. Why shouldn't we?” 

pp. 91-92 

 

Abraham’s still singing. He may be 100 and it looks like it’s 

impossible from a human perspective but he’s hanging on to 

the promise of God.  

 

And when we do that, God is going to be faithful to fulfill that. 

 

It was C. S. Lewis who said: 

 

(The Strength of a Man by David Roper) 
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“No amount of falls will really undo us if we keep picking 

ourselves up each time. We shall of course be very muddy and 

tattered children by the time we reach home . . . The only fatal 

thing is to lose one’s temper and give up.” 

p. 90 

 

Keep waiting. It’s going to happen. 

 

v. 21 and being fully convinced that what He had 

promised, He was able also to do.  

 

“and being”—WHAT?—“fully convinced that what He had 

promised, He was able also to do.” 

 

See that word “fully convinced”? That means filled up to the 

brim so there’s no room for doubt. 

 

He is totally convinced against all of these odds that God was 

able to do what He had promised. And that’s to give him a son. 

 

Here are a few verses to chew on if we’re facing difficult 

circumstances. We know God’s in it and there’s some reason 

behind all of it but we just can’t figure it out. 

 

These verses are really special. 

 

Numbers 11:23 

 

The Lord answered Moses, “Is the Lord’s arm too short? You 
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will now see whether or not what I say will come true for you.” 

 

Jeremiah 32:27 

 

I am the Lord, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard 

for me? 

 

Jeremiah 33:3 

 

Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and 

unsearchable things you do not know. 

 

God is faithful to fulfill His promises! And this old man hangs 

on like a leech to the promise of God and no storm of life is 

going to stop him. He’s going to continue to trust God. 

 

If he were sitting next to us right now we’d ask, “Abe, what 

kept you going?” or “What keeps you going?” What would he 

say? He’d say, “I may be old, my wife may be barren, and 

these promises seem totally irrational and impossible but I 

want to tell you one thing, ‘The opera ain’t over till the fat 

lady sings!’” 

 

God is going to fulfill the promise. 

 

Heaven and earth will pass away before God is unfaithful to 

fulfill His promise. It’ll all be fulfilled. What confidence! What 

joy! What peace that God is faithful to perform and to fulfill 

His promises. 
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Now in the next three verses we get the word “reckoned” 

THREE TIMES—one in each of the verses. And this is the 

ninth, tenth and eleventh time. 

 

The word “reckoned” was in verse 3, 4, 5 and 6—8, 9, 10 and 

11. We had it EIGHT TIMES. 

 

The word “reckoned” doesn’t say, “I reckon I’m going to get 

around to it.” 

 

The word “reckoned” means it is credited to our account. It 

pays our debt.  

 

It is a bookkeeping word.  

 

In response to our faith, God the Father dipped His pen in the 

blood of His Son and wrote across our record “Paid in full.” 

 

That’s what the word “reckoned” means when He declares us 

righteous. 

 

v. 22 Therefore also it was reckoned to him as 

righteousness.  

 

“Therefore also it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 

 

Because of his unwavering faith. 

 

v. 23 Now it was not written for his sake only that it 

was reckoned to him,  
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“Now it was not written for his sake only that it was reckoned 

to him,” 

 

It wasn’t just for him.  

 

And then we move on to verse 24—the POSITIVE statement. 

 

v. 24 but for our sake also, to whom it will be reckoned, 

as those who are believing in Him who raised Jesus 

our Lord from the dead,  

 

“but for our sake also, to whom it will be”—credited to our 

account—“reckoned, as those who”—WHAT?—“are believing 

in Him”—single condition—“who raised Jesus our Lord from 

the dead,” 

 

Now what does the DEATH of Christ and the 

RESURRECTION of Christ have to do with this reckoning or 

this crediting of righteousness to our account? 

 

Last verse—verse 25. 

 

v. 25 who was delivered up because of our 

transgressions, and was raised because of our 

justification.  

 

“who was delivered up because of our transgressions, and was 

raised because of our justification.”—or being declared 

righteous. 
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The NEGATIVE side of it is the CROSS!  

 

He must die to pay the debt. Somebody has to die to cover the 

debt. Somebody has to step forward and say, “I will pay the 

price for man’s sin.”  

 

There is a debt and it can’t just be wiped out without it being 

taken care of in the justice of God. And the only way it could 

be done satisfactorily for us to be set free is for God to send 

His only begotten Son into the world to do that.  

 

And so when He delivered Him up it was for “our 

transgressions.” He bore them on the cross—that’s the 

NEGATIVE side of being declared righteous. 

 

Now the POSITIVE side is He raised Him from the dead. 

 

That’s God saying, “Hey, I accept the payment of the debt in 

the place of the sinner. And I’m raising My Son to show you 

that I accept it and now He can intercede in My behalf!” 

 

He’s alive and it’s possible to be declared righteous because of 

what He’s done. 

 

So in the CROSS we see the SALVATION or the being 

declared righteous accomplished. 

 

In the RESURRECTION we see it ACCEPTED. 
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God the Father accepted the work of God the Son. 

 

Now, there are ten lessons that come from the text. 

 

LESSON #1: The Law has nothing to do with Abraham’s being 

declared righteous before God. 

 

Now please, if we’ve grown up in this background where we’ve 

lived by the 10 commandments, where we’ve lived by loving 

our neighbor as ourself, please just accept the possibility that 

has nothing to do with our eternal salvation. Now that is a 

very painful thing to process in our mind and put that aside 

and own up to the fact that we have an impossible debt. That’s 

humbling. It’s a breaking of the pride to admit it, come to our 

senses and to accept the fact that the Law has nothing to do 

with being declared righteous. 

 

LESSON #2: The promise made to Abraham was 

unconditional. 

 

God was going to do it. 

 

LESSON #3: If the inheritance comes through the Law, and 

that would be eternal life, then faith has no part to play in the 

process. 

 

Nobody can keep the Law and nobody’s going to get the 

inheritance. 

 

LESSON #4: If the inheritance comes by the keeping of the 
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Law, then no one will secure the promise. 

 

LESSON #5: The promise comes by faith alone so that it can 

be according to grace. 

 

God’s unmerited favor in response to our faith. 

 

LESSON #6: From a human perspective, Abraham had every 

reason to be weak in faith. 

 

He had every reason to quit and to stop but he perseveres. 

 

Hebrews 10:36 

 

For you have need of patience that after you’ve done the will 

of God you might receive the promise. 

 

That’s what the writer of the book of Hebrews is saying. And 

many times maybe that’s what God’s saying to us. We have 

need of patience after we’ve done the will of God that we 

might receive the promise.  

 

We can claim it. But we’ve done the will of God and there’s a 

process of waiting. And in that process, God is preparing us 

for the reception of the promise. Just like it took 25 years for 

Abraham, from the time the promise was given, to the time 

that he experienced the fulfillment of that promise. 

 

God is faithful in His time to make provision. 
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The promise comes by faith alone so it can be according to 

grace. From a human perspective, Abraham had every reason 

to be weak in faith. 

 

LESSON #7: Abraham remained strong in faith, giving glory 

to God for the promises even in the face of impossible 

circumstances. 

 

LESSON #8: Righteousness was credited to his account 

because of his faith. 

 

LESSON #9: Out of death came life in the birth of Isaac. 

 

LESSON #10: Out of death comes life for us because Jesus 

died on the cross for our transgressions and was raised in 

order that we might be declared righteous. 

 

We read in Ephesians that we are: 

 

Ephesians 2:1 

 

…dead in trespasses and sins, 

 

Ephesians 2:4-8 

 

…He has made us alive together with Christ… 

 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon used this illustration in one of his 

sermons: 
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(Life and Works of Rev. Charles H. Spurgeon by Henry 

Davenport Northrop, D.D.) 

 

 Do any of you remember the loss of the vessel called the 

“Central America”? She was in a bad state, had sprung a leak 

and was going down, and she therefore hoisted a signal of 

distress. A ship came close to her, the captain of which asked, 

through the trumpet, “What is amiss?” “We are in bad repair, 

and are going down; lie by till morning,” was the answer. But 

the captain on board the rescue-ship said, “Let me take your 

passengers on board now.” “Lie by till morning,” was the 

message which came back. Once again the captain cried, “You 

had better let me take your passengers on board now.” “Lie by 

till morning,” was the reply which sounded through the 

trumpet. About an hour-and-a-half after, the lights were 

missing, and though no sound was heard, she and all on board 

had gone down to the fathomless abyss. O unconverted 

friends, for God’s sake, do not say, “Lie by till morning.” To-

day, even to-day, hear ye the voice of God. 

p. 533 

 

Second Corinthians 6:1 is an urgent verse. 

 

The debt has been paid and we don’t have to face a record and 

an anxiety in the future that a record is going to be brought 

before us because it’s all been paid for in the blood of Christ. 

 

2 Corinthians 6:1 

 

Behold now is the accepted time, behold now is the day of 
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salvation. 

 

Maybe our head is stuffed with the Word. Maybe we know it 

all but do we know the Shepherd? Do we know the Author? 

 

Listen to these words of invitation: 

 

Come ye sinners, poor and needy,  

Weak and wounded from the Fall; 

If you tarry 'til you're better, 

You will never come at all. 

 

Let not conscience make you linger, 

Nor of fitness fondly dream; 

All the fitness He requireth 

Is to feel your need of Him. 

(source unknown) 

 

Father, Your Word warns us “boast not yourself of tomorrow 

for you know not what a day may bring forth.” Perhaps this is 

the time that someone needs to make a commitment to Jesus 

Christ, needs to acknowledge their debt and respond by 

receiving a gracious gift by faith and therefore be declared 

righteous and acceptable in Your sight. Thank You for the 

eternal plan that does not have rituals attached to it. Does not 

have the observance of the Law attached to it. In fact has 

nothing but a simple faith in reaching out and taking what 

You provided. Now Father we love You for that and we’re 

overwhelmed that You care so much about us that You’d do it. 

We just ask now You’d watch over each of us. That Your name 
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would be glorified in our individual lives. In Jesus’ name we 

pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

  

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

STUDY NUMBER EIGHT – ROMANS 4:13-25 

 

            NOTES 
v.13 For not through law was the promise made to Abraham or to 

his offspring that he would be heir of the world, but through the 

righteousness of faith. 

v.14 For if those who are of the Law are heirs, faith has been 

rendered void and the promise has been rendered inoperative; 

v.15 for the Law is bringing about wrath, but where there is no 

Law, neither is there violation. 

v.16 For this reason it is by faith, in order that it might be in 

accordance with grace, in order that the promise may be certain to 

all the offspring, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to 

those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 

v.17 (even as it has been written, “A father of many nations have I 

made you”) in the sight of Him whom he believed, even God, who is 

making alive those who are dead and is calling the things which do 

not exist as existing. 

v.18 Who being beyond hope upon the basis of hope believed, in 

order that he might become a father of many nations, according to 

that which has been spoken, “So shall your offspring be.” 

v.19 And not becoming weak in faith he contemplated his worn-out 

body, he being about one hundred years old, and the deadness of 

Sarah’s womb; 

v.20 yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not vacillate in 

unbelief, but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, 

v.21 and being fully convinced that what He had promised, He was 

able also to do. 

v.22 Therefore also it was reckoned to him as righteousness. 
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            NOTES 
v.23 Now it was not written for his sake only that it was reckoned 

to him, 

v.24 but for our sake also, to whom it will be reckoned, as those 

who are believing in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 

dead, 

v.25 who was delivered up because of our transgressions, and was 

raised because of our justification. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Romans 4:13-25 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. How was the promise made to Abraham, according to  

verse 13? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does the Law bring about, according to verse 15? 
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4. Why is it by faith, according to verse 16? 

 

 

 

 

5. Why would it have been easy for Abraham to be weak in 

faith, according to verse 19? 

 

 

 

 

6. Describe Abraham’s relationship to the promise, according 

to verse 20. 

 

 

 

 

7. Of what is Abraham fully convinced in verse 21? 

 

 

 

 

8. Why did Jesus die and why was He raised, according to 

verse 25? 
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9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: The Law had nothing to do with Abraham’s 

being declared righteous before God. 

 

LESSON #2: The promise made to Abraham was 

unconditional. 

 

LESSON #3: If the inheritance comes through the Law, then 

faith has no part to play in the process. 

 

LESSON #4: If the inheritance comes by the keeping of the 

Law, then no one will secure the promise. 

 

LESSON #5: The promise comes by faith alone so that it can 

be according to grace. 
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LESSON #6: From a human perspective, Abraham had every 

reason to be weak in faith. 

 

LESSON #7: Abraham remained strong in faith, giving glory 

to God for the promises even in the face of impossible 

circumstances. 

 

LESSON #8: Righteousness was credited to his account 

because of his faith. 

 

LESSON #9: Out of death came life in the birth of Isaac. 

 

LESSON #10: Out of death comes life for us because Jesus 

died on the cross for our transgressions and was raised in 

order that we might be declared righteous. 
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