A Practical Study of ROMANS
The Gift of God’s Grace

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness™

Study Number Nine — The Results of a Relationship -
Romans 5:1-11

There are people who believe that we have to perform to get
right with God. And then there are Christians who finally get
right with God without the performance and then they turn
around and perform all the more. And they die serving.

In a lot of things we wonder whether or not God 1s really
pleased. If we could realize that from the beginning in the
book of Genesis God desired to have a relationship with us
because He was lonely. And that we were created for that
express purpose.

If that 1s the Father’s primary objective, then that should be
ours as well. First to get to know Him as Savior and then
secondly as a believer, never to let anything—no matter how
good it 1s—stand in the way of every day making a
contribution toward getting to know Him better. As a result,
becoming more like Him.

Now the apostle Paul was in the city of Corinth in 58 A.D. He
got a letter from Rome. It was kind of neat. He needed to be
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encouraged too. And the letter came from a group of people
who had been meeting together up there and they discovered
that the apostle Paul was their common spiritual leader.

Really what happened was Rome was sin, and all the home
offices were in Rome. A lot of the people were called to the
home office from all these various cities.

Paul had home Bible classes in all those cities and when they
came together in Rome they had this common denominator
and so they said to Paul, “Paul we need some help up here.”
They didn’t have any phones in those times so they had to
write a letter.

And he wrote this letter explaining to them the things he’'d
like to tell him if he could be there in Rome in person, because
he hadn’t been there yet.

So he tells them three things. He spends 8 chapters of his
letter telling them how to get right with God—the DOCTRINE
OF SALVATION.

Then they needed to know what’s happened to Israel since the
church has been formed and so Romans 9, 10 and 11 tells us
about the nation Israel.

And then every Christian has a problem with the questionable
1ssues in their life. How do we deal with those little things
that we all have so many differences of opinion about?
Chapters 12-16 deal with the practical.
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In the THREE D’S it’s:

DOCTRINE—1-8,

DISPENSATION—9-11, and

DUTIES—12-16 will outline the letter.

Our section falls in the DOCTRINE OF SALVATION.

When we have a product to sell we have to create a need. And
the apostle has a product to sell.

What’s his product? His product is the RIGHTEOUSNESS OE
GOD!

We read this:

Romans 1:17

For in i1t the righteousness of God [that is the gospel of which
he’s not ashamed] 1s revealed from faith to faith as it is
written the righteous man shall live by faith.

The righteousness that we're talking about here is a
righteousness which God required under the Law by the
keeping of it.

But now under GRACE He gives it as a GIFT.
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Now what does that tell us right at the beginning? That tells
us i1f we think for a minute that our righteousness is going to
get us into heaven. It isn’t going to make it.

Isaiah the prophet, 700 years before Christ predicted that, he
said:

Isaiah 64:6

All our righteousnesses are like filthy rags in God’s sight.
Jesus said that when He was here:

“that which 1s highly esteemed among men”’—that which men
think 1s really cool—“1s an abomination in the sight of God.”
(ref. Luke 16:15)

Why? Because God knows our hearts. God knows all of us
were born in sin. And God knows we have a nature that’s
sinful. And every good thing we do is tainted by that nature
and it’s repulsive to a holy and righteous God.

We might say, “But God wants a relationship with me.” That’s
right He does!

And because of what happened in the Garden of Eden, He had
to take some drastic steps to make provision since our
righteousness wouldn’t make it. So what he’s talking about in
this epistle is the righteousness that’ll make it, the
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righteousness that’s going to get us into glory.

It’s not our righteousness, it’s the righteousness that’s given te
us as a gift when we come to the Lord Jesus Christ by the
single condition of faith! (Romans 17:1)

Alright we have a product to sell. It’s the righteousness of God
in Jesus Christ. What do all good salesmen do when they have
a product to sell? Well first they get their client very
comfortable, give him a cup of coffee, Coke, whatever. And
then they proceed to create a need for this product. “You just
cannot do without my product!”

At verse 19, that’s what the apostle starts doing in chapter 1.
He says “you Gentiles are bad people.” When we read the end
of chapter 1 we think it’s the current day that we're living in.

What are the Jews doing? They’re saying “Sic’em Paul! Those
Gentiles are sure sinners! Boy they need righteousness! You're
right Paul!”

In chapter 2 Paul says, “Now listen you Jews, you've got the
same problem. Because the righteousness that you're trying té
perform in the Law is also rejected because it’s tainted by that
nature that you've got within trying to perform those things!”

That’s why if we're living by the 10 commandments or the
golden rule, we aren’t going to make it either. Because God is
very specific and very strict about the kind of righteousness
that will make it, and it’s only one. And it’s a righteousness
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provided by a perfect life, death and resurrection of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.

So 1n chapter 1 he gets the Gentiles, and in chapter 2 he
focuses on the Jews. Even though they’re God’s chosen people,
they’re still sinful. And when he comes down to the end of
chapter 3 we can almost see that he’s just getting ready to
make a transition to sell the product and get a contract
signed.

He says this: “All have sinned and come short of the glory of
God.” (ref. Romans 3:23)

What’s the “glory of God”? That’s the righteousness that God
requires right there.

Now that’s us all, 1sn’t 1t? We all have sinned and we’ve come
short of the glory of God—the righteousness.

The vaulting bar’s too high. We can’t get over it. The stop
watch has already stopped before the race started. There’s no
way by ourselves we can produce a righteousness that will be
acceptable in God’s sight.

And so our salesman said, “We’ve got a product with a
universal need. You all cannot get along without my product.”

Now what’s the next thing we do after we create a need and
the guy’s just sitting on the edge of the chair and he wants it?
Well we tell him how he can get it in real easy terms.

6



This 1s so painless really. Just 48 installments, sign the
contract.

The apostle says, “I have news for you. There aren’t any
installments. There isn’t any contract. It’s a gift. I'm giving it
to you. It’s yours because of what the Lord Jesus did on the
cross.”

Who does he use for that? He uses the illustration of
Abraham. In Genesis 15 Abraham believed God and it was

counted to him for righteousness—single condition of faith—
Genesis 15:6.

Here in Romans 4 he says it’s by faith. This gift of
righteousness is ours.

Now the next question is, do we have 1t? Is it ours?

The consequences of this brand new relationship and the
righteousness of God becoming ours by faith in Jesus Christ
will manifest itself in 8 different ways. And these 8 words are
in the 11 verses that we'’re looking at.

Pick up at verse 1.

Some people think that a relationship is the kind of deal
where we can just make a decision all of a sudden and it’s all
over and we’re going to glory. We know better than that.
Marriage wouldn’t stand that. We're put into a marriage
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relationship so that out of that relationship we could develop
an in-depth one where both partners are changing.

And that’s the way it is in the Christian life. We have an in-
depth relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. And as a result
of the deepening of that relationship, we change into what He
wants us to become.

That’s why Paul says “that I might know by personal
experience Christ and the power of His resurrection, the
fellowship of His suffering.” (ref. Philippians 3:10)

We can’t call up somebody once a week and have a good
relationship. We can’t go to church once a week and have a
good relationship. It’s a day-by-day, moment-by-moment
thing. Pulsating the real thing in life that we begin to change
like the One with whom we’re having the relationship. That’s
Christian living.

Now how do we know that’s happened to us?

v. 1 Therefore, having been made right by faith, we are
having peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ,

“Therefore, having been made right by’ —WHAT?—"faith,”—
SINGLE CONDITION—*we are having peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ,”

What’s the first consequence of this relationship? How can we
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be assured that we’re right with God?
“peace with God”

Notice it doesn’t say the peace OF God. It says “peace with
God.”

Ever heard somebody say, “Have you made your peace with

God?”
That is wrong philosophy.

“Peace with God” is already accomplished and it’s a gift to be
handed over to us and we don’t make 1t with God.

Peace came when Christ died upon the cross as a potential
gift. We don’t make our “peace with God.” When we come to
the Lord Jesus Christ He gives us peace. Because God 1s at
odds with the sin in our lives and it doesn’t have to be made.
It’s a gift.

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on
Thee.” (ref. Isaiah 26:3)

We read in Isaiah:

Isaiah 32:17

The work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of it,
quietness and assurance forever.
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What’s the difference between this “peace with God” and the
“peace of God”?

This “peace with God” never changes. It 1s a gift and we know
whether or not we and God are at peace.

The “peace of God” is a gift that comes and goes, depending on
how much we’re willing to trust the Lord in the present
clircumstances.

It’s a fleeting thing like Philippians 4:6 says:

Philippians 4:6

Be anxious for nothing but in everything by prayer and
supplications with thanksgiving, let your requests be made
known unto God and the peace of God will garrison your
heart.

That’s something that comes and goes. Sometimes we'’re
peaceful and sometimes we’re not.

This little saying comes to mind:
“I'm so tense that when I get calm I get nervous.”

That’s the peace of God. Sometimes it’s there and sometimes
1t’s not! We're not talking about that.
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“Peace with God” is reconciled to the One who is the Judge of
the universe!

We now are at peace because we’ve received the gift of Jesus
Christ by faith!

Notice 1t says this “peace with God” comes where?
“through our Lord Jesus Christ,”

It doesn’t come by human works. It doesn’t come by
ordinances. It doesn’t come in any other way than by faith
“through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Now what’s the problem? The problem basically is this, a lot of
people are living with a false peace. Some might say, “It’s
going to be alright. You're just too concerned about me. When
I die, you know I've done the best I could. And God 1s a God of
love after all. And He’ll just overlook this whole thing. And I
think He’ll understand that I did the best I could. And so I
don’t have to have any of this Jesus stuff. I don’t have to get
right with God by faith like you’re talking about.”

That tears our heart out when someone lives by that. They're
living with their head in the sand like an ostrich with a false
sense of peace that everything’s okay! Maybe we'’re like that.
Maybe we’ve had so many shots of religion that we haven’t
had anything to really take yet and we’re living with a false
peace.
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There are a lot of people living like that physically who violate
the laws of physical well-being in taking care of their bodies
and they’re living in a false sense of peace that it’s going to go
like that because they’re immortal. And they're the next ones
that drop dead! And it comes so quickly and so unsuspected, it
leaves us totally devastated by what has happened.

Our hope 1s that you're not living with a false sense of security
and a false sense of peace. That you know that because Jesus
died on that cross and because God reached down and raised
Him from the dead saying He was satisfied with what He did,
there 1s now a reconciled God with whom you can have peace.
And it comes by faith “through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

v. 2 through whom also we have obtained our
introduction (entree) by faith into this grace in
which we stand; and we are rejoicing (exulting,
glorying) in hope of the glory of God.

“through whom also we have obtained our introduction
(entree) by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we are
rejoicing (exulting, glorying) in hope of the glory of God.”
Who’s the “whom” in verse 27

Our Lord Jesus Christ from verse 1.

“we have obtained our introduction by faith’—SINGLE
CONDITION—*“into this grace in which we stand;”
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What does that mean? That little word “introduction” is very
interesting. It has two meanings:

1. It means introduction into the presence of royalty.

2. It means the ship that’s been out in the storm-tossed sea
finally comes into the desired harbor where it is calm and
peaceful for the first time.

And that’s what happens.

Before the Lord Jesus Christ died upon the cross, way back in
the book of Genesis after Adam and Eve sinned, God put the
Cherubim at the gate of the garden so they could never come
in again. It acted like a Berlin Wall.

Their sin had separated them from God. And throughout the
whole of the Old Testament we have the Holy of holies with
the great big veil separating us from the presence of God! The
sacrifice was to take care of the sin but with no access into His
presence.

And finally when Jesus dies on that cross, an unseen hand
reached down and tore that veil from top to bottom. And the
writer to the book of the Hebrews says, “we come by a new
and living way; the precious blood of Jesus Christ.” (ref.
Hebrews 10:20).

We come right into the presence of God the Father.
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Why can we do that? We cry, “Abba Father.” It tells us in
Romans chapter 8, because now we're His child.

It’s a homely story that comes out of the Civil War of a
southern soldier who was very severely wounded. Not going to
be able to recover, he was sent home. But he also had another
problem. His other brother was in prison. Incapable of
working and his mother was destitute and totally dependent
upon the one son working. So he had an ambition to go to the
White House and talk to Abraham Lincoln and make a
request for him being released from prison. When he got to the
White House the guard says you're not coming in. He sat down
there and began to weep beside the gate. And a 12-year-old
boy came by and said, “Mister, what are you crying about?” He
told him the whole story. And the little boy says “That’s no
problem. Come with me.” He took him by the hand and past
the guards and into the library and into the very presence of
Abraham Lincoln. Tad Lincoln took the soldier.

(source unknown)

And basically that’s what’s happened. The Lord Jesus came
down here. There was no access for us. We're sinful people.

The barrier is there. And the Lord Jesus takes us by the hand
in faith and says, “Come on in now my child. Cast all your
care upon me for I care for you. You're my personal concern.
Hitherto have you asked nothing in My name, ask and you
shall receive that your joy may be full.” (ref. John 16:24)

Do we have access into the presence of the Father? When we
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go to sleep at night and close our eyes, do we sense that God’s
smiling and saying, “Well done my child. That’s another good
day. Let’s just keep piling them up one right after another.”

Oh that’s the neatest sense of well-being to go to bed and just
know that we are right with God and there’s peace and we can
sense His smile and we can just know that when we’re talking
to Him He’s talking right back through His Word—speaking
to us. That’s the introduction. That’s part of the relationship.

That old thing’s been torn down. Now we just come right into
His very presence with it.

Well access has these two glorious pictures that we've looked
at here. We have to just keep hustling right along here
because we're counting the numbers and we know how much
time we have.

Let’s look at the next phrase:

“and we are rejoicing in hope of the glory of God.”

Alright, what’s number one?

1. “peace with God,”

Number two?

2.  “introduction” or access into the presence of royalty, into

the presence of God Himself.
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And next:

“we’re rejoicing in the hope of the glory of God.”
That’s the phrase:

“In hope of the glory of God.’

Are we rejoicing in that? Are we kind of looking forward to
going home to be with the Lord?

Paul says “I have a desire to depart and be with Christ which
1s far better.” (ref. Philippians 1:23)

The reason people have such a tough time dying is they spend
so much time down here with money and materialism and
cars and houses and all these things. And when they get ready
to die, they have to leave everything they’ve lived for and it’s
pretty painful to leave all that behind and go to that up there
that they haven’t done anything to prepare for.

If we put that first up there and we’re always investing in that
and we're getting excited about that and we just use this stuff:
down here and don’t abuse it and don’t let it take first place in
our life, when we leave this we say, “Well fiddle. That’s all
temporary. I'm going to what’s most important. I'm going to be
with Him.”

If we’'re a believer, that’s the way we're conducting ourselves.
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We're “rejoicing in hope of the glory of God.”
What is the “hope of the glory of God?”

Jesus prayed for it in John 17: “that they behold My glory...”
(ref. John 17:24)

He prayed for those who followed Him.

Stephen, when the stones were pelted down upon his head
and he’s just about to die, says he looked up to glory and he
saw the glory of the Son of God as He was seated on the right
hand of the Father, stood up, and walked him home. He
probably caught the concept of the glory of God as he got
ready to leave.

Another way we tell the glory of God 1s looking into our face as
a believer. It says “we all with unveiled faces in a mirror,
beholding the glory of the Lord are changed in the self/same
1mage.” (ref. 2 Corinthians 3:18)

That’s one way we can tell a Christian. The glory of the Lord
just kind of shining in their face because they're just
anticipating the fact that they’re going to “soon be like Him for
he’s going to see Him as He 1s.” (ref. 1 John 3:2)

Now 1sn’t 1t silly for us to act like a soldier in a foxhole out in

the middle of a war zone? The enemy bullets are whizzing all

around and he’s down there eating his K-rations in the

morning and at noon and at night. And he goes there for 48
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hours and finally he hears a voice behind him say, “Are you
soldier so-and-so? Number so-and-so?” He says “Yah, what’s it
to you?” He says “I've got news for you. I've come to relieve
you. You're going back to the United States and a shower and
your family and all that! The next Red Cross plane going out
of here, you're on your way!”

“Oh do I have to leave this crummy old fox hole? I want to stay
here with all these enemy bullets and everything!” That guy’s
so dumb. And we are just like that. We do everything to hang
on to another breath of life because we're scared of the glory of
God out there as believers.

Well how do we tell we're a Christian? It’s by our anticipation
of the glory of God.

v. 3 And not only this, but we also are rejoicing
(exulting, glorying) in our tribulations, knowing
that this tribulation is producing endurance;

“And not only this,”—mnot only the peace and the introduction

and the glory of God. Man that’s enough. That’s past, present
and future by the way if you didn’t see that.

PAST—peace with God,
PRESENT—got our introduction right here,

FUTURE—is the hope.
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LOOK BACK on peace and the cross.

LOOK UP to a reconciled Father in the introduction into His
presence.

LOOK AHEAD to the hope.

All of 1it’s taken care of.

This third verse is the hardest one of all.

“but we also are rejoicing in our tribulations,”—thanks a lot.
“knowing that this tribulation is producing endurance;”

What’s another real mark of a Christian with a relationship
with God? They’re glorying in his troubles—tribulations.

Why is that so hard? Because if we believe we have a
relationship with a sovereign God, we better not make a
mistake about it. Everything that touches our life and every
person that comes into it, and every place we go, and
everybody we hear, and everything we do makes a
contribution to making us more Christlike. Whether it’s good
or bad or indifferent, God uses every single thing that happens
to us to make us more Christlike.

And if we’re becoming more like Jesus, we ought to rejoice in
1t! Or having to say “why me?” when the trial and tribulation
hit.
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Joseph has these dreams about great exaltation, the fact that
he’s just going to really be high on a totem pole. And low and
behold, he’s put in a pit and he’s put in prison for 13 years.
There’s nothing about the dreams being fulfilled in his life.

Why did he go through those 13 years? Because God was
preparing him for the palace. God gave him the dreams in the

first place as promises to take him through the time of
difficulty.

The Lord Jesus didn’t tell us that either. He told us to come to
the Lord Jesus and we’ll have life and we’ll have an eternal
destiny. But He didn’t tell us about this deep valley we're
going to go through. Why? Because He wants us to learn to
trust in the promises that He gave us by what He’s going to do
in anticipation of what He’s presently doing right now so we’ll
learn to just trust Him.

We ask, “But why doesn’t He just make the road all straight
and really neat?”

Well if we put it on automatic pilot and we can predetermine
what He’s going to do, then we’re going to cooperate with Hims
He doesn’t want any of that. He puts ruts and curves so we’ll
learn to “trust in the Lord and lean not unto your own
understanding. In all your ways you’ll learn to acknowledge
Him and He will direct your path.” (ref. Proverbs 3:5)

God knows what He’s doing in our life. And the unpredictable,
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the blindsides, are things that come down the pike to make us
a better person.

If we want to learn to live that way, Romans 8 says God 1s
working all these things together for good, when we get down
there at Romans 8:28.

“God works all these things together for good to them that love
God.”

If we want to know how to do 1t, there’s a secret. As soon as
one of these things hits us, don’t say, “why me?” Just say,
“Father, thank You that You've permitted this in my life but I
don’t understand what You're trying to do. Please show me
right away so we can get over this.”

As soon as He finds us submissive and cooperative, we're on
the way! But resist and say, “why me?” and we get bitter and
shrivel up. We're going to stay in it until we learn our lessons.
God 1s persistent. He’s going to pile another one on top of the
other one because we didn’t learn it in the first place. And if
we're a slow learner, we can plan for trouble.

And the sooner we learn to rejoice 1n it, discover what He’s
teaching us, and quietly, submissively and obediently submit
and learn in wisdom the lessons He’s teaching us, the quicker
life 1s going to become beautiful. And we don’t have to go to
the woodshed so many times. We don’t have to go through
these experiences that are difficult.
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Somebody said:

“When you find yourself in the cellar of affliction you better
start looking around for the wine of joy.”

(source unknown)

That’s right.

2 Corinthians 4:17

This momentary light affliction is producing for us an eternal
weight of glory, far beyond all comparison.

For glorying in our tribulations. What does that tribulation
do?

Notice the next phrase in the text. It produces “endurance.”
What is endurance? That’s remaining under stress.

There’s only one way to teach a person endurance. What is it?
Give them something to endure. And that’s suffering.

God only has one tool to teach us endurance. That’s why
Philippians 1:29 says: “for unto you it is given on behalf of
Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for His
sake.”

If we’re not a Christian and we become one, we're going to
suffer.
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“Then I don’t want to become one!”
Suffer now or later. It’s our choice.

It’s the cross now and the crown. That’s what’s so neat about
the Christian life. If we’re not a Christian, we better enjoy
what we have because it’s going to keep getting worse, if we're
not one. If we are a Christian, it just keeps getting better and
better.

Every day makes a new contribution to going to be with the
Lord. And that’s what’s exciting about it. It’s producing
endurance. That word 1s Aupomone—remaining under the
stress.

Why does the Lord put us under stress?

Outward bound will tell us that when we put somebody under
stress, the real them comes out. That’s why so many times in
America we can be so hypocritical and so phony because we
live in such a comfortable society without any stress. And we
avold the stress. And as a result, we vegetate in our hypocrisy:

When we put somebody under stress, the real thing comes out:

God intended stress in our life so we could get a good picture
of ourselves and begin to deal with the areas of need.

That’s why Hebrews 12:1 says:
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Hebrews 12:1

Let us, seeing we are compassed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight and the sin which is
dogging our feet and let us run with patience [there’s that
word right there] let us run with endurance....

And if we’ve ever run, we run with endurance.

God expects us as believers to learn how to give of ourselves
and to put ourselves under stress so that our bodies can be

used to minister to others.

He says that will produce “endurance.” And that “endurance”
will produce character. There’s the process.

See 1t goes right on down through the deal.

The “tribulation” produces the “endurance” and the
“endurance” produces the “character.”

Ever seen someone who’s suffered a lot? How great they are?

Ever say, “I wish I could be like them”? We can. Suffering,
endurance, character comes as a result of it.

Let’s go right on.
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v. 4 and this endurance, character; and this character,
hope;

“and this endurance, character; and this character, hope;”

What’s the “hope”? The “hope” is simply this. When something
happens in our life and we can see God at work, it gives us the
hope that He’s going to continue it until He completes it.

And as a believer, the “hope” 1s that if it’s rough, God sees
potential in us.

v. 5 and this hope does not disappoint; because the love
of God has been poured out in our hearts through
the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

“and this hope does not disappoint; because the love of God
has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who
was given to us.”

He 1s the down payment. He comes to dwell within and the
manifestation of the Spirit’s presence in our life with the

relationship with Him is love that is poured out of our heart.

v. 6 For when we were still helpless, at the right time
Christ died for the godless.

“For when we were still helpless,”—no hope for us—*at the
right time Christ died for the godless.”
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Circle the word “helpless” in our text. Realize that we are
totally helpless in this relationship apart from coming to know

Christ.

v. 7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though
perhaps for the good man someone would even
dare to die.

“For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps
for the good man someone would even dare to die.”

v. 8 But God is demonstrating His own love to us,
because while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us.

“But God 1s demonstrating His own love to us, because while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

v. 9 Much more therefore, having been justified now by
His blood, we shall be saved through Him from the
wrath.

“Much more therefore, having been”—made right or—
“Justified by His blood, we shall be saved through Him”—
WHO? Jesus Christ—“from the wrath.”

There’s another thing that we can be sure of. No matter how
bad it gets here in this old world, if we have a relationship
with the Lord Jesus we are delivered from the wrath that is
coming.
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We're going to be taken up in a moment, in a twinkling of an
eye, to be with the Lord. That wrath 1s not going to be for us.
We’ve escaped that through our relationship in Christ.

v. 10 For if while being enemies, we were reconciled to
God through the death of His Son, much more,
having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His
life.

“For if while being enemies, we were reconciled to God
through the death of His Son, much more, having been
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.”

v. 11 And not only this, but we also rejoice in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we
have now received the reconciliation.

“And not only this, but we also rejoice in God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the
reconciliation.”

What’s that mean? We're the only religion in the world that’s
got a living leader. And as a living leader, He can live in us
and secondly He can protect His interest. He intercedes for us
24 hours a day.

We have these eight things in capsule form:

1. Peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
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2. The introduction into His presence or access.

3. We glory in hope of the glory of God. We have a hope.
Peace, access or introduction, hope.

4. We know that tribulation is producing endurance.

We know that the trials in our life are producing endurance.
5. The love of God has been poured out in our hearts.

6. The Holy Spirit has been given to us.

When we get to Romans 8 we’ll see more of the Spirit of God.
7. We are saved from wrath.

8. We rejoice in God through whom we have received this
reconciliation.

Those are the 8 indicators of a relationship with Him.
Do we have that relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ?

Maybe we look at these 8 things and strike out on every count.
We can solve that by coming to faith in Jesus Christ.

Now as a Christian, we know we’re a Christian but we say
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these 8 things aren’t true, then we’re out of fellowship with
the Lord. We need to tell the Lord we've been neglecting our
relationship. There’s some problem there in our life.

Maybe we’'re quenching the indwelling Holy Spirit who is
there wanting to fill our life and pour out His love in our life.
But because of our resistance to something He’s trying to do
through some difficulty that’s come into our life that should
have been a gift and we’ve resisted, and we’re bitter about it,
may God deal with that. So that we have the sweetness of the
relationship we're talking about.

We have the following lessons from our passage:

Lesson #1: There are eight results of a relationship to the Lord
Jesus Christ: 1) peace with God; 2) an introduction or an
entree into this grace in which we stand; 3) glory in hope of
the glory of God; 4) tribulation is producing endurance; 5) the
love of God that has been poured in our hearts; 6) the Holy
Spirit, who was given to us; 7) having been justified now by
His blood we shall be saved through Him from the wrath; and
8) we rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ through
whom we have now received the reconciliation.

Lesson #2: Ask yourself the question, “Have I ever been made
right with God by faith? And therefore, I am experiencing
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Lesson #3: Do you know anything about the fact that Jesus
Christ died on the cross and shed His blood?
29



Lesson #4: By faith, have you ever applied that sacrifice to
your own personal heart and life by faith receiving Christ as
your own sacrifice for sin?

Lesson #5: The consequences of a relationship and the joy of
the child of God is that he has now received the reconciliation
that has become his through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Let’s pray together.

Father, what a rich time just to contemplate briefly these
verses in Romans 5. Pray that this will be a prelude to some
glorious times of deep understanding about our relationship
with You. Lord it’s so great just to know that You've finished
the work and the righteousness which You require You have
provided as a gift in the Lord Jesus Christ. And by faith we
can have that as our own. Oh Lord, help us not to complicate
1t. Help us not to make it so difficult to understand. Clarify
our minds and our hearts. Illumine 1t with the fact of the
simplicity of faith in the Lord Jesus. May we be excited and
thrilled about those who will respond, even this night, to the
good news of the Gospel of the grace of God 1in Christ. In Jesug’
name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of ROMANS

The Gift of God’s Grace

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness™

Study Number Nine — The Results of a Relationship -

Romans 5:1-11

v. 1 Therefore, having been made right by faith, we are having
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

v. 2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction (entree)
by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we are rejoicing
(exulting, glorying) in hope of the glory of God.

v. 3 And not only this, but we also are rejoicing (exulting, glorying)
in our tribulations, knowing that this tribulation is producing
endurance;

v. 4 and this endurance, character; and this character, hope;

v. 5 and this hope does not disappoint; because the love of God has
been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was
given to us.

v. 6 For when we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died
for the godless.

v. 7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps
for the good man someone would even dare to die.

v. 8 But God is demonstrating His own love to us, because while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

v. 9 Much more therefore, having been justified now by His blood,
we shall be saved through Him from the wrath.

v. 10 For if while being enemies, we were reconciled to God
through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled,
we shall be saved by His life.

v. 11 And not only this, but we also rejoice in God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the
reconciliation.
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3. How 1s it that the Christian can glory in his tribulations,

1. Read Romans 5:1-11 and in your own words pull out the
according to verses 3-5?

main thought of this passage.

QUESTIONS
2. How 1s a man made right with God, according to verse one

4. How does God demonstrate His love for us, according to

verse 8?
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5. What does the phrase “from the wrath” refer to in verse 9?
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6. What does the word “reconciled” mean in verse 10?

7. What does it mean in verse 10 when he says, “We shall be

saved by His life”?

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?

8. Why are we rejoicing in verse 117

33



10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: There are eight results of a relationship to the
Lord Jesus Christ: 1) peace with God; 2) an introduction or
an entree into this grace in which we stand; 3) glory in
hope of the glory of God; 4) tribulation is producing
endurance; 5) the love of God that has been poured in our
hearts; 6) the Holy Spirit, who was given to us; 7) having
been justified now by His blood we shall be saved through
Him from the wrath; and 8) we rejoice in God through our
Lord Jesus Christ through whom we have now received the
reconciliation.

LESSON #2: Ask yourself the question, “Have I ever been
made right with God by faith? And therefore, I am
experiencing peace with God through our Lord Jesus

Chrast.

LESSON #3: Do you know anything about the fact that Jesus
Christ died on the cross and shed His blood?
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LESSON #4: By faith, have you ever applied that sacrifice to
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your own personal heart and life by faith receiving Christ

as your own sacrifice for sin?
reconciliation that has become his through our Lord Jesus

the child of God 1s that he has now received the
Chrast.

LESSON #5: The consequences of a relationship and the joy o
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