
1 

 

A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

 

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

Study Number Thirty – Romans 13:1-14 

 

 

Dennis Rainey wrote a book called Lonely Husbands, Lonely 

Wives. He tells this very humorous story at the beginning of 

one of the chapters: 

 

(Lonely Husbands, Lonely Wives: Rekindling Intimacy in 

Every Marriage by Dennis Rainey) 

 

There’s a story of a man who died and arrived at heaven to 

find two signs above two different lines. At the head of one 

line the sign said: “All Those Men Who Have Been Dominated 

by Their Wives, Stand Here.” That line of men seemed to 

stretch off through the clouds into infinity. 

 Off to the side he saw a second sign that read: “All Those 

Who Have Never Been Dominated by Their Wives, Stand 

Here.” Underneath that sign stood only one man. 

And so he ran over there very quickly and he grabbed the 

man and he said “What’s the secret? How did you do it? That 

other line has millions of men and you’re the only one 

standing in this line.” 

 The man looked around with a puzzled expression and 
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said, “Why, I’m not sure I know. My wife just told me to stand 

here.” 

p. 139 

 

When it comes to authority it seems like every time we turn 

around we bump into a different manifestation of it at a 

different level. And it creates great havoc and great 

frustration in our lives, especially when we want to do things 

our own way.  

 

Maybe we’ve felt that about authority. We’ve run into it and it 

hurts. That’s part of the rules of the game when we bump into 

those restraints and difficulties.  

 

The man who wrote Ecclesiastes—Solomon himself—faced 

that very frustration in Ecclesiastes chapter 3. Here’s a man 

frustrated. 

 

There’s a time to be born. There’s a time to die. There’s a time 

to plant. There’s a time to harvest. There’s a time to build. 

There’s a time to tear down. There’s a time to laugh. There’s a 

time to cry. (ref. Ecclesiastes 3) 

 

When are we going to get to do what we want to do? We’re 

always restrained by the rules of the game. 

 

Ethel Barrett wrote a great little book called Will the Real 

Phony Please Stand Up. It’s her stories that relate to the book 

of James. 
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(Will the Real Phony Please Stand Up by Barrett) 

 

 There’s a story of a bee who overheard a conversation 

while he was dallying on a windowpane, and discovered to his 

dismay that he was a worker bee, born to be under authority 

all his life, and would never be anything else. He flew back to 

the hive, mad as a hornet, and got his fellow bees to rebel and 

fly out for themselves and establish their own colony. Well, 

they fell to quarreling over who would be boss, and got 

nowhere. In the thick of it, our little bee left in disgust, ran 

into an older bee, and decided to live with him. “Who’ll be the 

boss?” asked the older bee. “Why you—you’re the wiser.” “And 

who’ll be the worker?” asked the older bee. “Why me—I’m the 

stronger.” And then he saw how things stood. He was right 

back where he started from. So they both decided to go back 

to the hive and let the queen bee rule the roost, which was 

the way God had planned it in the first place. 

pp. 38-39 

 

When we have the Prodigal Son coming to his father and 

saying, “Dad, I don’t want to live under your authority 

anymore. I want to do my own thing. I want to go and call my 

own shots.” And then the painful process of enjoying for a 

period of time what he wanted to do, by himself.  

 

Finally in the pig pen he comes to his senses. He has a healing 

in his thought processes and his statement is: “How many 

servants of my father are having more bread than they can 

eat and I am perishing here with hunger?” (ref. Luke 15:17) 
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God is sovereign and God has the right to call the shots and to 

run the plays. 

 

Creath Davis, before he went home to be with the Lord, was 

the executive director of Christian Concern. Listen to Creath 

in his book Beyond This God Cannot God: 

 

(Beyond This God Cannot Go by Creath Davis) 

 

It seems that before conversion we try to play God for 

ourselves, and after conversion we try to play God for 

everyone else.  

p. 33 

 

Casey Stengel said this: 

 

(Finding Them, Keeping Them: Effective Strategies for 

Evangelism and Assimilation in the Local Church by Gary 

McIntosh and Glen Martin) 

 

“It’s easy to get good players. Gettin’ em to play together, 

that’s the hard part.” 

p. 13 

 

What happens when nobody leads? What happens when we 

have no authority? Or what happens when everybody is in 

authority? We get a tragic story like this: 

 

(Finding Them, Keeping Them: Effective Strategies for 

Evangelism and Assimilation in the Local Church by Gary 
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McIntosh and Glen Martin) 

 

 Through the quiet streets of a fishing village that lay at 

the mouth of the turbulent river, a cry rang out, “Boy 

overboard!” Quickly a crowd gathered, and anxious eyes looked 

out over the rushing water to the figure of the drowning boy. 

Each anxious mother’s heart was asking, “Is he my boy?” A 

rope was brought and the strongest swimmer in the village 

volunteered to rescue the drowning lad. Tying one end of the 

rope to his waist, he threw the other among the crowd and 

plunged in. Anxiously, they watched him breast the tide with 

strong, sure strokes, and a cheer went up when he reached the 

boy and grasped him safely in his powerful arms. “Pull in the 

rope!” he shouted over the swirling waters. The villagers looked 

from one to another, “Who is holding the rope?” they asked. 

But no one was holding the rope! In the excitement of watching 

the rescue, the end of the rope had slipped into the water. 

Powerless to help, they watched two precious lives go down 

because no one had made it his business to hold the rope. 

p. 21 

 

There are hundreds of kids today going over the falls simply 

because there is no sound leadership in the home and in the 

family. We’ve abdicated it or we have wives who rebel against 

it and therefore we have a precarious set of circumstances. 

 

America today is exactly in the place that the children of 

Israel were in the book of Judges chapter 21: 

 

Judges 21:25 
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everyone did that which was right in his own eyes. 

 

It’s the word “anarchy”—anarchos—no ruler. Nobody to call 

the shots. There is no line of authority. Its’ like it’s a new day. 

Everybody lives for themselves. 

 

Before we can experience revival in the church and a turn-

around in our country, there has to be a two-fold recognition: 

 

1. That God is the sovereign of the universe. 

 

2. The authority of the scriptures are still relevant and are 

the rule for faith and practice. 

 

When we come back to that God is going to begin to bless us 

once again. 

 

The church in the twentieth century needs a big dose of the 

sovereignty of God. But we have the privilege of having life 

today and living on this planet because God ordained it, so 

that we had this glorious privilege. 

 

Revelation 19 says when Christ splits the skies there will be 

written on the side of the horse He’s riding, “King of kings and 

Lord of lords!” Yes, He is that. 

 

In Romans chapter 9 we learned that God has a right to 

choose Isaac and reject Ishmael. God has a right to be one who 

hates Esau and loves Jacob because He’s God. He can do what 
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He pleases.  

 

In Jeremiah 18 He can take the clay on the potter’s wheel and 

make it unto a vessel that seems good for Him to make. And if 

the vessel is marred in His hands, He can go “Psst!” and make 

it again another vessel. 

 

In essence we as individuals as we continue to resist the 

Potter’s hand in forming the clay of our lives, are going to 

suffer as a result of that kind of resistance and rejection. 

 

Now, the Lord Jesus prayed in the garden: “If it be possible 

Father, let this cup pass from Me. Nevertheless, not my will 

but Yours be done.” (ref. Luke 22:42) 

 

We never hear Jesus ever telling the Father anything. He’s 

sovereign.  

 

We can come and beg. We can come and plead. We can come 

and make requests, but ultimately the buck stops there and 

not with us. 

 

This runs totally contrary to a heavy theological opinion that 

is pervading the modern church of health, wealth and 

prosperity. That we can tell God in faith what is best for us 

and demand of Him in faith that He will fulfill the selfish 

wishes of our hearts! And that’s not the God we know and that 

is not the God of the Bible. 

 

Rather, it is us being submissive to His ordaining plan for our 
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lives that’s going to bring blessing and joy. And before we 

launch into this study any further, we need to remember that 

sin is TRANSGRESSION. 

 

Someone said: 

 

“Sin is shaking our fist in the face of God.” 

(source unknown) 

 

Someone else said of David’s sin: 

 

“David despised the Word of God and the person of God.” 

(source unknown) 

 

Sin in any form is rebellion against the authority of a 

sovereign God.  

 

Psalm 119:4 

 

You have laid down precepts  

that are to be fully obeyed. 

 

Sin is defiance against God’s sovereign law. It’s a rejection of 

His authority in our lives. So what should we do when we face 

the parameters of God’s restraining hand or His sovereign 

purpose? How should we respond and how should we respond 

to that? Three ways: 

 

1. SUBMIT—we’re going to be a lot happier when we do. 
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2. SURRENDER our opinions and ideas to His lordship. Let 

Him have it. 

 

3. STAY BY THE STUFF—don’t move out of a position 

simply because we’re having a tough time. Stay there until we 

get full instruction. 

 

Remember Elijah as he was by the drying up pool? He stayed 

by that drying pool until there was no more to drink. And the 

Word of the Lord came and said, “Arise and go to Zarephath.” 

(ref. 1 Kings 17:9) 

 

It was then, with the instructions from the Lord, that he 

moved from a drying pool to a lady who was cooking her last 

meal. But God wonderfully provided in His time and in His 

way.  

 

And we, when we’re most eager to act, is when we’ll make the 

most pitiful mistakes. Force ourselves into the closet, calm 

ourselves until the scare cease to disturb and the pulse beats 

normally, and seek God’s face afresh. Submit to His authority. 

Recognize it’s there. 

 

Secondly, surrender our plans and our purposes to Him.  

 

And thirdly, stay by the stuff. Don’t move until He gives 

instruction that such is the case. 

 

Now, there’s a three-fold movement in these verses in chapter 

13.  
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Verses 1-7 form a part. Verses 8-10 form a part. And verses 

11-14 form the third part. And that’s the way we’re going to 

look at it. 

 

1. First of all, in verses 1-7 we’re going to talk about the 

POWERS of the state. 

 

2. Secondly, we’re going to talk about the PEOPLE. 

 

3. And thirdly, about the PROSPECTS for the future. 

 

Now if we took the P’s and changed them to O’s so we can get 

the projection of progression to passage: 

 

1. We’re going to focus on OBEDIENCE in the first seven 

verses. 

 

2. Then we’re going to focus on OBLIGATIONS in verses 8-

10. 

 

3. And then OPTIMISM for the future in verses 11-14, the 

great and final goal. 

 

In our last study we talked about our SPIRITUAL 

OBLIGATIONS to God. In view of all that He’s done in 

Romans 1-11 and chapter 12, our spiritual obligation is to 

turn over our bodies to Him and let Him live in and through 

us. That was basically the bottom line of our last study. 
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Now we talk about the NATURAL OBLIGATIONS. How is 

our life supposed to be lived out on the horizontal? That’s 

what we’re supposed to do in our relationship to God. We’re 

supposed to be a person who presents our body. We’re 

supposed to be a person who’s discovering my spiritual gift 

and beginning to use it. We’re to be a person who is entering 

into our interpersonal relationship with those 21 commands 

that we looked at in those closing verses. 

 

Now on the HORIZONTAL, how are we supposed to relate to 

authority? 

 

We can put it this way: 

 

1. Our PUBLIC obligations—because this has to do with 

government—verses 1-7. 

 

We’re to be submissive to authority is the bottom line. 

 

2. Our PRIVATE obligations are to love those who are 

around us. 

 

And thirdly: 

 

3. Our PERSONAL obligations—we should be careful with 

our conduct because Jesus is soon coming—verses 11-14. 

 

So it’s PUBLIC, PRIVATE, PERSONAL. 

 

PUBLIC—submissive to authority. 
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PRIVATE—verses 8-10—we’re to love. 

 

And the PERSONAL obligations—We should use careful 

conduct in view of His coming. 

 

Now with that in mind, before we go any further with the 

public obligations and start in at verse 1, unless we might 

have a little bit of misunderstanding of what was actually 

going on in Rome at this particular time, we need to talk just 

a little bit about who is the king. 

 

Now it will be easy to say, “Well I can be submissive to 

authority. After all, the president of the United States isn’t all 

that bad. I can submit to him and his authority.” 

 

But let’s say that Adolph Hitler is the leader of this country. 

Or someone else like that? Do we say there is an exception? Is 

there?  

 

Well let’s be reminded who was the emperor of Rome from 54-

68 A.D. when this is written and talk just a little bit about our 

friend the emperor—the czar, the Caesar of the Roman 

empire. 

 

When Paul wrote this passage, Nero was the emperor of 

Rome. He was a terrible man who came to power only because 

his mother Agrippina got rid of every man who stood in Nero’s 

way.  
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There was no question she was a wicked woman. But after 

Nero came to the throne, he had his mother banished from the 

royal palace and condemned her to death. When the 

executioners came to kill her, she said, “Strike. Level your 

raids against the womb which gave birth to such a monster.”  

 

Now, he’s the authority. He is the ruler of the land when these 

words are written by divine inspiration.  

 

So having said that, there are a number of key passages in the 

Bible that talk about authority.  

 

Philippians 3:20 

 

Our citizenship is in heaven, and we eagerly await the Savior, 

 

Jesus says: 

 

Matthew 22:17 

 

“Render unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and unto 

God the things which are God’s.” 

 

1 Timothy 2:1-4 

 

First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions 

and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings 

and all those who are in authority… 

 

Titus 3:1 
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Remind them to be subject to rulers and to authorities… 

 

1 Peter 2:13-17 

 

Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human 

institution, whether to a king as one in authority, or to 

governors sent by him…. 

 

And this is the other key passage in the New Testament that 

talks about authority. Now let’s pick up at verse 1. 

 

v. 1 Let every person be putting himself in subjection to 

the governing authorities. For there is no authority 

except from God, and those which are existing are 

established by God. 

 

“Let every person”—notice NO EXCEPTIONS—“be putting 

himself in subjection to the governing authorities.”—or the 

powers that be. 

 

“For”—REASON—“there is no authority except from God, and 

those which are existing are established by God.” 

 

Now here are some other verses that agree with the fact that 

God is sovereign and every authority that is manifested here 

on earth is a direct result of His sovereign intervention. 

 

Psalm 75:6, 7 
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Promotion comes neither from the eat  

nor from the west 

nor from the south. 

God is the judge: 

He puts down one, and He sets up another. 

 

Speaking of the kings. 

 

Daniel 2:19-21 

 

…Then Daniel praised the God of heaven and said: “Praise be 

to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are 

his. He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and He 

deposes them…. 

 

This is a great contrast: 

 

Isaiah 6:1 

 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord high and 

lifted up… 

 

Human kings come and go. And in the year the king died, I 

saw the real sovereign high and lifted up. The eternal King of 

kings. 

 

Now listen to this one: 

 

Daniel 4:17 
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The decision is announced by messengers, the holy ones 

declare the verdict, so that the living may know that the Most 

High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to 

anyone he wishes and he sets over them the lowliest of men. 

 

No one can hold back His hand or say to Him, “What have You 

done?” And so when we’re talking about authority here, he’s 

saying we have a responsibility to be praying and to recognize 

that authority and be submissive to it. 

 

Ronald Dunn says this: 

 

(Don’t Just Stand There, Pray Something: The Incredible 

Power of Intercessory Prayer by Ronald Dunn) 

 

 There are some surprises in this prayer list. First, Paul 

tells us to pray for secular leaders: “for kings and all that are 

in authority.” Kings? Are we to pray for the king? That’s the 

fellow who’s slaughtering Christians as fast as the lions can 

eat them. Pray for him? Right, I’ll pray for him—I’ll ask God 

to dump fire and brimstone on his unbelieving head. 

 That’s not what Paul had in mind. 

 Paul’s admonition here underscores his conviction that 

the secular state is instituted by God for the welfare of man. 

p. 104 

 

Therefore, we are to be those who are submissive and praying 

for those in authority over us. 

 

Verse 2—RESULT. 
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v. 2 So that he who is resisting authority has opposed 

the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed 

will receive condemnation upon themselves.  

 

“So that”—REASON—“he who is resisting authority has 

opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will 

receive condemnation unto themselves.” 

 

There is always a sad consequence when we resist the 

authority that is over us. Whether it’s down in the simplest 

level of the family or in business or in government or in 

national government, there are consequences of resisting 

authority. 

 

There are some very valid pictures in the scripture of people 

who resisted this authority and it’s hard for us to put together 

those stories in the scripture with some kind of semblance of 

orientation to present authority. 

 

We have the nature of Adam within us.  

 

In Acts 4:18-20 the authorities summoned Peter and John and 

said, “Don’t teach and preach anymore in the name of Jesus.” 

But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is 

right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to 

God, you be the judge; we cannot stop speaking what we have 

seen and heard.”  

 

In other words, we are going to keep preaching. 
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Now here’s another one—Daniel 3:12. 

 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego would not bow before the 

idol that had been set up. And for their trouble they went 

through the fiery furnace. But who went with them through 

it?  

 

Daniel chapter 6—they tried to trick Daniel by saying you 

can’t pray to anybody for 30 days except to the king. And he’s 

used to praying to the God of the universe three times a day. 

And so at ten, two and four his windows were open and he not 

only had a Dr. Pepper but he prayed to the Lord! And he kept 

on doing it after he got through. Even after the edict had been 

signed. What did he get for his trouble? Thrown into the lion’s 

den but God walked with him through it. 

 

Now here’s another one. Remember when the midwives were 

commanded by Pharaoh to kill all the little Hebrew baby 

boys? What did the wives say? “We ain’t going to have a part 

in the murdering of little babies.” So what happened? God 

blessed the midwives. They went beyond the authority of the 

Pharaoh to God Himself. 

 

Now, how does that relate to marriage? to family? to our 

employer? to governmental authorities? How do we take those 

exceptions and pour them into a concept of authority that we 

can live with? 

 

Two things: 
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1. If the authority demands that we forego a positive witness 

for Christ, we have a reason to take a stand.  

 

If we are not free to proclaim the truth of the gospel, we have 

a right to take a stand in that situation against the 

constituted authority. Obviously, that’s Peter and John. It is 

true of Daniel and Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in that 

situation. 

 

2. Secondly, we have a right when we are asked to violate 

our personal convictions about a matter when we’re asked to 

do something. 

 

There are Christians who’ve lost jobs over this. Because they 

would not surrender their convictions about honesty and 

integrity when they’re asked to make a compromise in 

business. And they take a stand and they lose their job over it. 

 

Now let’s just use a little kind of a deal here, role play, for just 

a second. Here we are watching the NFL on Sunday and we’re 

really into the ballgame. And all of a sudden the phone rings 

and the first thing we say to our wife is, “Tell them I’m not 

here!” And our wife has a real strong conviction about lying 

and dishonesty and she said, “Yes, he’s here laying on the 

couch.” 

 

We think she has a right at that point to not violate her 

conscience before God to tell a lie in that situation. And we 

can take that principle into all of the other areas. 
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We have to come to a place where we realize that God is 

sovereign and He understands the ramifications of living 

comfortably with authority.  

 

Habakkuk had to learn that. Habakkuk comes to God and he 

says, “God You aren’t doing anything. Israel is wicked, more 

wicked than they’ve ever been before.”  

 

God says, “Habakkuk, you just haven’t been looking. I am 

really doing something. In fact, I’m going to do such a number 

on Israel with the Babylonians, you aren’t going to believe 

what I’m going to do.” 

 

And now Habakkuk has another problem with God’s 

authority. Two dirties don’t make a clean! Because Babylon’s 

twice as bad as Israel. And how are we going to take one that’s 

dirtier than Israel and make Israel clean? 

 

Well after God kind of pronounces a few woes in chapter 2, 

Habakkuk says, “Well…” and he stops. And he says, “I’m 

going to stand on my watch and watch what You’re going to 

do. And on top of that, even if the fig tree doesn’t blossom and 

there’s no cattle in the stalls and there’s nothing, I’m going to 

joy and rejoice in the God of my salvation.”  

 

In other words, God You’re sovereign. The Lord is in His holy 

temple. Let all the earth be silent before Him. 

 

We need a fresh dose of the vision of the Lord in His holy 
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temple, high and lifted up. And that there is a consequence for 

resisting His authority. 

  

Watchman Nee wrote a lot of books. His book Spiritual 

Authority is probably the best of all of them that he wrote. He 

says: 

 

(Spiritual Authority by Watchman Nee) 

 

God could forbear their murmurings in the wilderness ten 

times, but He would not allow them to resist His authority.  

p. 39 

 

Watch, when God is the most severe with the children of 

Israel are the times when authority that is well-stated is 

being resisted unjustly. 

 

Remember Miriam, his sister, when she resisted and started 

talking against him and the authority, she instantaneously 

became leprous?  

 

And remember the sons of Korah? They organized a rebellion 

against him, 250 strong, the leaders and the land and God 

quaked the earth and swallowed them up because He cannot 

stand rebellion against authority. 

 

v. 3 For the rulers are not a cause of fear for good 

behavior, but for evil. Now are you desiring to be 

having no fear of the authority? Keep on doing the 
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good, and you will have commendation from the 

same;  

 

“For the rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but 

for evil. Now are you desiring to be having no fear of the 

authority? Keep on doing the good, and you will have 

commendation from the same;” 

 

Now, what he’s saying here is we really don’t have to fear if 

we’re on good behavior. But the people who are afraid of 

authority are the people who are rebelling against that 

authority. 

 

Remember in Genesis where the Lord says to Cain: 

 

Genesis 4:6, 7 

 

“Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do 

good, won’t you be accepted? If you do not do good, sin is 

crouching at your door and you must master it, it desires to 

have you.” 

 

And what had Cain done? Cain was mad because he didn’t 

follow instructions. God said bring the fruit of flock, not the 

fruit of the ground. And Cain thought, “What I have done in 

my garden is going to be appreciated by God because I worked 

so hard for this.” And so he brings his own offering and God 

rejects it. And therefore, he suffers the consequences of 

resisting divine authority in giving the specific instructions. 
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“the rulers are not a cause for fear for good behavior, but for 

evil. Now are you desiring to be having no fear of authority? 

Keep on doing the good, and you will have commendation from 

the same;” 

 

Do we have the same response that we do when we’re driving 

down the freeway and we see flashing lights? We 

instantaneously hit the brakes and then we look at the speed 

limit. Why? For all these years we have been driving just far 

enough over the speed limit that when we see it, we have an 

immediate response. It is slow down to the speed limit. 

 

Paul Harvey has this classic story: 

 

(Paul Harvey’s For What It’s Worth. Edited by Paul Harvey, 

Jr.) 

 

Larry Stone of Paducah, Kentucky, tells our For What It’s 

Worth Department that he was recently on a plane from St. 

Louis preparing to land in Los Angeles [he got up to go to the 

bathroom]. 

 [And while] He was in the washroom… 

 When he heard a rap on the door and a woman’s voice 

said: “Don’t forget to wash your hands, comb your hair and zip 

up your pants before you come out!” 

 Larry did as he was told. 

 Then came out to be greeted by a woman who suddenly 

turned beet red and almost fainted. 

 She said she’d thought her young son was in there. 

 Larry said he didn’t mind being reminded. 
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p. 106 

 

v. 4 for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you 

are doing what is evil, be fearing; for it is not 

bearing the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of 

God, an avenger who is bringing wrath upon the 

one who is practicing evil.  

 

“for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you are doing 

what is evil, be fearing; for it is not bearing the sword for 

nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who is bringing 

wrath upon the one who is practicing evil.” 

 

In other words, it is the SWORD OF JUSTICE. It is the 

means of judgment when we violate the divine authority that 

is over us. 

 

Now probably this message falls on the ears of a number of 

frustrated parents who are in the crucible trying to teach their 

children how to live comfortably under their authority. God 

has a wonderful sense of humor in the children that he gives 

each of us. Not only to show us ourselves but to remind us of 

what a pain we were to our parents back in those days before 

we suffered. 

 

Patsy Clairmont is probably one of the most honest, 

transparent mothers. And she describes how she faced the 

frustration of a little boy that wanted to do it his way: 

 

(God Uses Cracked Pots by Patsy Clairmont) 
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 “Mommy, Mommy, Mommy, Mommy, Mommy, Mommy.” 

Marty’s persistence matched his rhythmic tugging on my 

blouse’s hem. 

 I felt like screaming. In fact, I did. 

 To a little guy my response was probably similar to the 

release of Mt. St. Helens as I erupted, “What?!” 

 Why a mother waits so long to respond and allows the 

repetition to light her lava is beyond me. I only know that 

after spewing all over him I felt terrible…and so did he. 

 Where did all this volcanic anger come from? I seemed to 

always be upset at something or someone. Often my reactions 

were greater than the situation called for. I realized that 

Marty’s little-child ways didn’t deserve such strong 

responses. 

 Have you ever tried making things right when you know 

you’re wrong but don’t know how to admit it or quit it? That 

was often my frustration with Marty. 

 I’d send him to his room, leaving me with the realization 

that his punishment was greater than his crime. Then I’d try 

to make up by slipping him a Twinkie or playing a game with 

him. I soon found that Twinkies don’t build good bridges of 

communication—too squishy. 

 During a prayer time, as I cried out to the Lord for help 

with my temper, especially with my son, an idea formed I 

believe was heaven-sent because it made a difference. 

 I was to pray with Marty before I administered any form 

of discipline. Sometimes those prayers sounded strange and 

strained as I almost shouted, “Dear Lord, help this miserable 

little boy and help his miserable mommy who wants so 
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desperately to raise him in a way that would honor You.” 

 By the time I said “amen,” I was almost a reasonable 

person. I was able to see past my emotions and do what was 

in Marty’s best interest. 

 Sometimes he needed a firm hand, but he was dealt with 

in love instead of anger, and the moment drew us together 

instead of tearing us apart. Many times all he needed was 

time and a mother’s tender touch. 

 But one day that boy really ticked me off! I remember 

heading across the room for him like a high-speed locomotive, 

steam coming out all sides. I had one goal and intent—get the 

kid, get the kid, get the kid! 

 Just as I loomed over him, his eyes the size of saucers, he 

held up one hand and yelled, “Let’s pray!” 

 Marty had learned a valuable lesson in life: “When 

Mommy talks to Jesus, we’re all a lot better off.” 

pp. 17-18 

 

v. 5 Wherefore it is necessary to be putting oneself in 

subjection, not only because of wrath, but also 

because of conscience.  

 

“Wherefore it is necessary to be putting oneself in subjection, 

not only because of wrath, but also because of conscience.” 

 

We don’t only submit to authority because of the 

consequences, but also because of the conscience. It’s the right 

thing to do. We know that this is what God would have us do. 
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v. 6 For because of this you also are paying taxes, for 

[rulers] are servants of God, continually giving 

their attention to this very thing.  

 

“For because of this you also are paying taxes, for [rulers] are 

servants of God, continually giving their attention to this very 

thing.” 

 

v. 7 Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax [is 

due]; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; 

honor to whom honor.  

 

“Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax [is due]; 

custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom 

honor.” 

 

Our responsibility is because of the consequences of violating 

the authority and because of our conscience inside that we 

know it’s right to do it. 

 

That’s like one guy who sent a check for $1,250 to the IRS and 

said, “I’ve had a guilty conscience about this and I wanted to 

send this check to you. If I don’t feel better in two weeks I’ll 

send more.” 

(source unknown) 

 

Now what are the PRIVATE OBLIGATIONS? 
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v. 8 Be owing nothing to anyone except to be loving one 

another; for the one who is loving the other has 

fulfilled the law.  

 

“Be owing nothing to anyone except to be loving one another; 

for the one who is loving the other has fulfilled the law.” 

 

Don’t owe anything to anybody but to love them. 

 

Remember we had it in chapter 12? 

 

Romans 12:9 

 

Let love be without hypocrisy… 

 

v. 9 For this, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall 

not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not 

covet,” and if there is any other commandment, it is 

summed up in this saying, “You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.”  

 

“For this, ‘You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 

murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,’ and if there 

is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, 

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

 

R. Kent Hughes in his book Disciplines of a Godly Man by R. 

Kent Hughes points out in the life of David, just by his one sin 

he broke commandments 5-10 all in just one activity in his 

life. And there’s a consequence for that. And it’s all a violation 
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of the greater command to love. 

 

v. 10 Love is working no evil to a neighbor; love 

therefore is the fulfillment of the law.  

 

“Love is working no evil to a neighbor; love therefore is the 

fulfillment of the law.” 

 

When authority is right, relationships will be right because 

we’ll be manifesting the love we ought to be manifesting. 

 

Now Joe Aldrich wrote a book called Secrets to Inner Beauty 

and he talks about the husband and wife relationship. And he 

says this: 

 

(Secrets to Inner Beauty by Joe Aldrich) 

 

 First of all, submission is necessary so that a man can be 

a man. An old proverb says “Ill fares the house that knows a 

rooster that’s silent and a hen that crows.” 

 

 Men often complain that their wives have lost their 

beauty and attractiveness, the very qualities which the 

husband’s love is to sustain and develop. Wives often complain 

about their husband’s lack of leadership and spiritual 

maturity, the very thing their submission and inner beauty 

are designed to stimulate. Godly submission stimulates godly 

leadership. 

(source unknown) 
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Godly submission stimulates godly leadership is what he’s 

saying. And so love is our second responsibility. Submission to 

authority to the state, love for one another, and finally in view 

of the coming of Christ we ought to be careful about our 

conduct.  

 

And these beautiful verses: 

 

1 John 3:3 

 

Everyone who has this hope purifies himself, even as He is 

pure. 

 

2 Corinthians 7:1 

 

When you have these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse 

ourselves… 

 

What?  

 

v. 11 And this do, knowing the time, that it is already 

the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now our 

salvation is nearer to us than when we believed.  

 

“And this do, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for 

you to awaken from sleep; for now our salvation is nearer to 

us than when we believed.” 

 

We’re closer to the coming of Christ than when believed. We’re 

not to be sleeping. 
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Why do we present our bodies? Why do we try to discover our 

spiritual gifts? Why do we take the responsibility for one 

another? Why do we submit to authority? Why do we love? 

 

Because the SUPREME AUTHORITY has promised to come 

back again and to receive us unto Himself. 

 

(Right with God: A Devotional Study of the Epistle to the 

Romans by John G. Mitchell with Dick Bohrer) 

 

 Someone once asked John Wesley, “Sir, what would you 

do if you knew the Lord was coming today?” [And John Wesley 

gave that classic answer], “I would do just what I am doing. I 

am living today, every day, in the anticipation of the coming of 

our Savior.”  

p. 247 

 

Don’t sleep through it. Recognize He could come today. 

 

How much time do we have left?  

 

Erma Bombeck sometimes writes some pretty serious stuff. 

She says this: 

 

(I Lost Everything in the Post-Natal Depression by Erma 

Bombeck) 

 

 It hangs heavy for the bored, eludes the busy, flies by the 

young, and runs out for the aged.  
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 Time. 

 We talk about it as though it’s a manufactured com-

modity that some can afford, others can’t; some can 

reproduce, others waste. 

 We crave it. We curse it. We kill it. We abuse it. Is it a 

friend? Or an enemy? I suspect we know very little about it. 

To know it at all and its potential, perhaps we should view it 

through a child’s eyes. 

 “When I was young, Daddy was going to throw me up in 

the air and catch me and I would giggle until I couldn’t giggle 

any more, but he had to change the furnace filter and there 

wasn’t time.” 

 “When I was young, Mama was going to read me a story 

and I was going to turn the pages and pretend I could read, 

but she had to wax the bathroom and there wasn’t time.” 

 “When I was young, Daddy was going to come to school 

and watch me in a play. I was the fourth Wise Man (in case 

one of the three got sick), but he had an appointment to have 

his car tuned up and it took longer than he thought and there 

was no time.” 

 “When I was young, Grandma and Granddad were going 

to come for Christmas to see the expression on my face when 

I got my first bike, but Grandma didn’t know who she could 

get to feed the dogs and Granddad didn’t like the cold 

weather, and besides, they didn’t have the time.” 

 “When I was young, Mama was going to listen to me read 

my essay on ‘What I Want to Be When I Grow Up’ but she 

was in the middle of the ‘Monday Night Movie’ and Gregory 

Peck was always one of her favorites and there wasn’t time.” 

 “When I was older, Dad and I were going fishing one 
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weekend, just the two of us, and we were going to pitch a tent 

and fry fish with the heads on them like they do in the 

flashlight ads, but at the last minute he had to fertilize the 

grass and there wasn’t time.” 

 “When I was older, the whole family was always going to 

pose together for our Christmas card, but my brother had ball 

practice, my sister had her hair up, Dad was watching the 

Colts, and Mom had to wax the bathroom. There wasn’t 

time.” 

 “When I grew up and left home to be married, I was 

going to sit down with Mom and Dad and tell them I loved 

them and I would miss them. But Hank (he’s my best man 

and a real clown) was honking the horn in front of the house, 

so there wasn’t time.” 

pp. 183-84 

 

Proverbs 27:1 

 

Boast not thyself with tomorrow for thou knowest not what a 

day may bring forth. 

 

James 4:17 

 

Therefore, to him who knoweth to do good and doeth it not, to 

him it is rebellion. To him it is sin. 

 

2 Corinthians 6:2 

 

Behold now is the accepted time. Behold now is the day of 

salvation. 
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Maybe we’re at the TWO MINUTE WARNING. Maybe we 

don’t have much time left. When are we going to do something 

about it?  

 

One poet asked the question: 

 

“What would He find, should He come just now;/ A faded leaf 

or a fruitless bough;/ A servant sleeping, an idle plow;/ What 

would He find should He come just now?/ What would He find 

should He come tonight,/ Your garment soiled or a spotless 

white;/ Your lamps all burning or with no light;/ What would 

He find should He come tonight?” 

 

(From InfoSearch 2.21) 

 

v. 12 The night is almost gone, and the day is at hand. 

Let us therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness 

and put on the armor of light.  

 

“The night is almost gone, and the day is at hand. Let us 

therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the 

armor of light.” 

 

It’s almost all over. 

 

Lay aside those things in darkness and put on our garments of 

light. 
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v. 13 Let us walk around properly as in the day, not in 

carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual excesses 

and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.  

 

“Let us walk around properly as in the day, not in carousing 

and drunkenness, not in sexual excesses and sensuality, not in 

strife and in jealousy.” 

 

He uses SIX WORDS there by CONTRAST: 

 

1. The “carousing” is the party ads and beer ads. 

 

2. The DRINKING of course we understand. 

 

3. The BED is the sex. 

 

4. And the ugliest word of all is uncleanness or 

shamelessness—it’s a person who doesn’t care who sees. 

 

5. And then heiress is the “strife” of unbridled and unholy 

competition. 

 

6. And the envy or the “jealousy” is over what someone else 

has that we don’t have. 

 

v. 14 But clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and stop making provision for the flesh in regard to 

its desires.  

 

“But”—instead—“clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus 
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Christ, and stop making provision for the flesh in regard to its 

desires.” 

 

Now if we take that passage, we find EIGHT COMMANDS in 

the whole passage.  

 

Command #1 is in verse 1. 

 

Command #2 is in verse 3. 

 

Command #3 is in verse 7. 

 

Command #4 is in verse 8. 

 

And then Commands #5, #6, #7 and #8 are in verses 11, 12, 13 

and 14. 

 

There are eight commands. If we want to be submissive and 

obedient, we should go back and reflect on those eight 

commands and make them a part of our life. 

 

Jim Talley wrote a book to singles and he tells the story: 

 

(True Colors by Jim Talley and Terry Benner) 

 

 Let’s pretend, just for fun, that one Saturday afternoon 

while driving your brand new sports car down a steep, hairpin 

mountain road, you had taken one curve too fast, hit the 

brakes too late and sailed over the edge of a cliff. Let’s also 

pretend, just for fun, that this crash resulted in a multitude of 
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serious injuries and a brush with death itself. 

 Would you, after being discharged from the hospital and 

having recovered sufficiently, buy another sports car, take it 

up to the top of that same mountain and drive down even 

faster than you did before? 

 I would hope not. Yet every Sunday we meet people—of 

both the male and female variety—who live like this. They 

crawl out of the wreckage of a broken relationship, or the pain 

of loneliness or feelings of inadequacy, and through the doors 

of our singles’ ministry in search of something that will ease 

their emotional pain and heal their self-image. 

p. 112 

 

Off they go for another wreck. What a horrible, horrible 

picture of people going from one thing to another to try to find 

happiness and fulfillment. 

 

Now there are ten lessons.  

 

Lesson #1: We are commanded to be putting ourselves in 

subjection to the governing authorities. 

 

Lesson #2: God is sovereign over all authority. 

 

Lesson #3: We need have no fear of authority when we are 

doing that which is good. 

 

Lesson #4: Governmental authority has the right to exercise 

justice and judgment. 
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Lesson #5: We are to support government by the paying of our 

taxes. 

 

Lesson #6: We are to be owing nothing to anyone except to be 

loving one another. 

 

Lesson #7: The law is summed up in the statement “You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.” 

 

Lesson #8: “Salvation is nearer to us than when we believed.” 

 

Lesson #9: We are to “lay aside the deeds of darkness and put 

on the armor of light.” 

 

Lesson #10: We are to “clothe ourselves with the Lord Jesus 

Christ and stop making provision for the flesh in regard to its 

desires.” 

 

A pastor, one morning, went through a hectic time before 

leaving for the church office. His wife cut her hand while 

opening a can of orange juice, and he had to help the children 

with breakfast. In the process he burned the toast twice and 

spilled a glass of milk on the floor. Then he nicked his face 

while shaving. Finally, he discovered to his dismay that his 

car had a flat tire. By the time he left the house he was in a 

very bad mood. To top it off, a policeman stopped him for 

driving too fast. Angrily, the minister snapped, “You might as 

well go ahead and write out a ticket. After everything else 

that’s gone wrong this morning, this is the last straw!” The 

officer calmly replied, “Sir, I used to react like that too before I 
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became a Christian.” That’s when the “epistle” really blushed! 

Turning crimson, the pastor realized that no one would be 

able to read Jesus in his life at that moment. It wasn’t easy, 

but he told the officer that he was a servant of the Lord and 

that he was ashamed of his unfaithfulness in representing 

[the Lord]. 

 

(From InfoSearch 2.21) 

 

These words from Fénelon in his little book Let Go might be 

the very words that need to be spoken to each of us: 

 

(Let Go by Fénelon) 

 

 When it comes to accomplishing things for God, you will 

find that high aspirations, enthusiastic feelings, careful 

planning and being able to express yourself well are not 

worth very much. The important thing is absolute surrender 

to God. You can do anything He wants you to do if you are 

walking in the light of full surrender. 

p. 35 

 

Father, we come to You as the Sovereign of the universe. We 

ask You to forgive us for coming so many times and claiming 

promises and demanding You to do something when You know 

what is best. You are sovereign. You order and control the 

circumstances and events of our lives. Help us Father to know 

that You’re ready to pick up the pieces and start over again. 

We would pray if there’s someone here without Christ, that 

Your Spirit would convict and bring them to that moment of 
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personal decision to receive Christ as Savior. And Father as 

believers, if we have problems with authority in our business, 

may we leave our gifts at the altar and go make those things 

right. If we have difficulties in our marriages because nobody 

is really taking the lead, and our children are going over the 

falls, Father help us. Help us to take the responsibility and to 

be faithful in our leadership and stewardship of time, talent 

and treasures. And Father, if we’re here and there’s difficulty, 

not only in our relationship with You and in business and in 

our families, but we just basically have problems with people 

around us, that You’d help us to open up and own our 

responsibility of loving the brethren. “By this shall all men 

know that you are My disciples if you have love one for 

another.” We just thank You for the warmth and the feeling 

that comes inside when in our conscience we know it’s right 

because we’ve submitted. We’ve surrendered our plans and 

ideas and we’re staying by the stuff waiting for future 

instructions. We want to be faithful servants. In Jesus’ name 

we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

 

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

Study Number Thirty – Romans 13:1-14 

 

            NOTES 
v. 1 Let every person be putting himself in subjection to the 

governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, 

and those which are existing are established by God. 

v. 2 So that he who is resisting authority has opposed the 

ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive 

condemnation upon themselves. 

v. 3 For the rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for 

evil. Now are you desiring to be having no fear of the authority? 

Keep on doing the good, and you will have commendation from the 

same; 

v. 4 for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you are doing 

what is evil, be fearing; for it is not bearing the sword for nothing; 

for it is a minister of God, an avenger who is bringing wrath upon 

the one who is practicing evil. 

v. 5 Wherefore it is necessary to be putting oneself in subjection, 

not only because of wrath, but also because of conscience. 

v. 6 For because of this you also are paying taxes, for [rulers] are 

servants of God, continually giving their attention to this very 

thing. 

v. 7 Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax [is due]; 

custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor. 

v. 8 Be owing nothing to anyone except to be loving one another; 

for the one who is loving the other has fulfilled the law. 

v. 9 For this, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 

murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and if there is 

any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, “You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
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            NOTES 
v. 10 Love is working no evil to a neighbor; love therefore is the 

fulfillment of the law. 

v. 11 And this do, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for 

you to awaken from sleep; for now our salvation is nearer to us 

than when we believed. 

v. 12 The night is almost gone, and the day is at hand. Let us 

therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of 

light. 

v. 13 Let us walk around properly as in the day, not in carousing 

and drunkenness, not in sexual excesses and sensuality, not in 

strife and jealousy. 

v. 14 But clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and stop 

making provision for the flesh in regard to its desires. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Romans 13:1-14 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. Why are we to put ourselves in subjection to the governing 

authorities, according to verse 1? 
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3. What happens to those who are resisting, according to  

verse 2? 

 

 

 

 

4. What is Paul’s solution to the fear of authority, according to 

verse 3? 

 

 

 

 

5. What are the two reasons for putting oneself in subjection 

to authority, according to verse 5? 

 

 

 

 

6. What is the overriding principle in verse 8? 

 

 

 

 

7. What is the fulfillment of the law, according to verse 10? 
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8. How can we live properly in view of the soon coming of our 

Lord Jesus, according to verse 14? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: We are commanded to be putting ourselves in 

subjection to the governing authorities. 

 

LESSON #2: God is sovereign over all authority. 

 

LESSON #3: We need have no fear of authority when we are 

doing that which is good. 
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LESSON #4: Governmental authority has the right to exercise 

justice and judgment. 

 

LESSON #5: We are to support government by the paying of 

our taxes. 

 

LESSON #6: We are to be owing nothing to anyone except to 

be loving one another. 

 

LESSON #7: The Law is summed up in the statement “You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

 

LESSON #8: “Salvation is nearer to us than when we 

believed.” 

 

LESSON #9: We are to “lay aside the deeds of darkness and 

put on the armor of light.” 

 

LESSON #10: We are to “clothe ourselves with the Lord Jesus 

Christ and stop making provision for the flesh in regard 

to its desires.” 
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