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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

 

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

Study Number Thirty-Three – Romans 15:4-13 

 

This came from Erma Bombeck’s book I Lost Everything in the 

Post-Natal Depression. The article is called “Be Yourself!” 

 

(I Lost Everything in the Post-Natal Depression by Erma 

Bombeck) 

 

BE YOURSELF! 

 

 I was walking along a center aisle of a department store 

the other day when a representative of a cosmetics firm 

smiled and beckoned me over the counter. 

 “You mean me?” I giggled. 

 She nodded. Then she leaned over, sized me up and 

whispered, “I can help.” 

 I was overwhelmed with the way she looked and the way 

she smelled. There sure wasn’t any peanut butter growing 

under her fingernails. 

 “First, dear,” she said, “I want you to walk for me. I felt 

like a fool. Stiffly, I swaggered out to handbags and back 

again. “Are you carrying your money in a knotted 

handkerchief tied to your knees?” 
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 “Why? Am I walking funny?” 

 “A bit self-conscious perhaps,” she said. “We’ll work on 

that later. Now, we are going to create a new you. First, your 

shape. You can do all kinds of artificial things to change it. 

Don’t turn your back on me, dear.” 

 “I’m not,” I said miserably. 

 “Oh. Well, all that can be fixed with padding. As for your 

hips and waist, there are cinchers to wear. Now, for the 

important parts. Do you do anything to your hair?” 

 “I put three rollers each morning on the side I slept on the 

night before.” 

 “Perhaps a wig,” she mused. “We’ll just slip this one on for 

effect. Now, what about eyelashes?” 

 “Those fake ones make me drowsy.” 

 “You weren’t putting them on properly,” she said 

authoritatively. “Now, we’ll accent your cheek bones with a 

dark make-up making your face look thinner. You are rather 

sallow. We’ll add this rouge to make you look vibrant and 

healthy. There now. Have you always worn glasses?” 

 “Only since college when I went steady with a parking 

meter my junior and senior years.” 

 “I would suggest contacts. They really give the eyes a new 

dimension. And your nose. Are you happy with it?” 

 “It works O.K.” 

 “I meant the shape of it. You know cosmetic surgery is 

very commonplace nowadays. You should have it bobbed and 

give your face a better profile. Of course you were planning to 

have your teeth capped.” 

 She worked on me for over an hour. At the end of the 

session, I was laden with creams, liners, rouge, powder, 
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nutrients, fake eyelashes, wig, waist cincher, padding, and 

suggested doctors to cap my teeth, fix my nose, and outfit me 

in contact lenses. 

 “Thank you very much,” I stammered, “you’ve certainly 

been a help.” 

 “Just one last bit of advice, dear,” she said softly, touching 

my shoulder. “[Always remember] Be yourself!” 

pp. 71-73 

 

That’s exactly what we’re trying to do to people who come into 

the body of Christ as Christians. We have to fix them up. We 

have to make them something totally different than what they 

are. And it’s like we have certain hoops that we jump through 

and certain lines that we sign on and certain things that we 

do and we don’t do and then we can join our little club. And we 

can really be spiritual.  

 

The reason we don’t have more rugged men in the body of 

Christ is because men don’t like what they see when it comes 

to Christians. And we have this kind of set of standards that a 

man has to perform before he really is acceptable in this kind 

of a culture. And it’s like we have to be completely remade to 

be something we’re not in order to be acceptable.  

 

Now that’s why Romans 14 and 15 are in the Bible. We’ve 

been talking together about the principles of Christian 

conduct that relate to areas that don’t have a “Thus saith the 

Lord.”  

 

Now we’re not talking about sin. We’re talking about scruples. 
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We’re not talking about iniquity; we’re talking about the 

realm of immaturity. We each come out of different 

backgrounds when we come into the Christian family. And 

because we have different backgrounds, we are different. And 

because of that there are some things that we’re sensitive 

about in the case of some and not sensitive in the case of 

others. 

 

The real conflict in the book of Romans is that we have these 

strong, rugged Romans who become Christians and they have 

no background. And they come into the Christian family just 

blowing and going. And then we have these Jews who have all 

kinds of backgrounds. They have diets and days and all of 

these things that are a concern to them and this is the kind of 

baggage that they bring into the Christian relationship.  

 

We have potential fireworks when we have the weaker brother 

who has all these scruples and we have the stronger brother, 

these Roman Gentile Christians who have no background and 

they come together—there’s going to be conflict. And so Paul is 

addressing that problem with them. 

 

And who’s sitting on the sidelines clapping his hands for glee 

but Satan himself. And that if he can get us fussing and 

fuming over stuff that is so trivial and so trite and so 

unimportant in view of eternity, he has us in the warring 

factions over these things rather than spending all of our 

energy sharing Jesus Christ with others. 

 

Now remember, we had a principle in our last study and we’re 
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still very strong and adamant with regard to it. We’re not 

talking about who’s right and who’s wrong but let’s learn that 

we’re all different. And that the reason we’re different is 

because each of us is developing a deeper relationship with 

Jesus Christ. And maybe someone is convicted in some area 

that someone else is not. And it’s none of our business to take 

the areas where we’re convicted and try to pour someone else 

into our mold.  

 

We’re to each be ourselves. And God created each of us as a 

special, unique person. And God knows how to get our 

attention. And He knows how to work in our life to make us 

more like His Son. 

 

We have talked about seven basic things when it comes to 

Christian conduct: 

 

1. Principle #1 was in Romans 14:5: “Let each person be 

fully persuaded in his own mind.” 

 

That means that we have a right before God to be convicted by 

His Spirit and formulate convictions in our own minds. It’s a 

private matter. 

 

2. Secondly, remember that everything we’re doing, we’re 

doing for the Lord and we’re not doing it for somebody sitting 

next to us or for some church or for somebody else.  

 

We’re doing this for the Lord. And it’s a private matter 

between us and Him. There’s some things we don’t do and 
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some things we do. And we are that way because we’re doing 

it for the Lord. 

 

Now that’s a very simple principle when we apply that to our 

marriage. Some of us know full well what we’re talking about.  

 

And why are we different? Because we happen to love the 

person next to us a heck of a lot more than what we once were 

so we cut that garbage out of our life. And that’s Christianity! 

It’s not a bunch of do’s and don’ts that we have to perform to 

be spiritual. It’s in a deepening walk with God, He convicts us 

about something and we say, “Boy I love You Lord more than 

this.” And out it goes! And so it’s private—it’s done for the 

Lord. 

 

3. Thirdly, we’re all going to be judged.  

 

Hanging onto some stuff that He convicts us about and that 

we ought to cut out of our life when we have to face it at the 

Judgment Seat of Christ isn’t going to be very pleasant. And 

so we’d rather forgo that than to have that on our computer 

printout when we get up there and face the Lord with why we 

didn’t deal with that when He convicted us about it. 

 

4. And then fourth, it’s a serious matter to violate our 

brother’s conscience. 

 

Here we have a weaker brother in the body of Christ who 

watches us using our freedom—whether it’s a glass of wine or 

something else. It doesn’t matter what it is. But he sees it and 
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his conscience is violated. We’ve sinned against that brother 

by exercising our freedom in his presence and therefore 

offending his conscience. We have to therefore be careful about 

our brother. 

 

5. And then fifth, we can ruin our own testimony. 

 

When a weaker brother sees us participating in this way, even 

though it’s good for us, it’s going to be evil spoken of by our 

weaker brother who says, “Well you know so-and-so. We can’t 

have fellowship with him because he does this or he does 

that.” And so our good is being evil spoken of. 

 

6. And then sixth, we can tear down the work of God.  

 

That sure has happened a whole bunch. We learned that right 

toward the end of our last study. That by insisting on our 

freedom to do our thing and do what we want to do regardless 

of the response of our brother and sister, we can tear apart the 

work of God because of that. 

 

7. And then finally, the biggest one of all is we can cause our 

brother to sin when we exercise our freedom. 

 

So we came to the bottom line. The bottom line is when in 

doubt, don’t. It’s just safer. Just don’t do it when we’re filled 

with doubt. 

 

And then another principle that came out of it that was kind 

of a little bit painful but was very important, and that is to 
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forgo our freedom if it’s going to offend our brother. And we’ve 

come one step further than that.  

 

It’s right when we know that so-and-so is at a certain party—

let’s say it’s a wedding reception, okay? And they’re toasting 

the bride and the groom and everybody’s had champagne. But 

here’s some guy who thinks any alcoholic beverage is the 

devil’s water. And it would be right for us in that context to 

walk over to our brother or our sister in Christ and say, “I 

know you have feelings about this and at this wedding I don’t 

have any problem with this. But because you’re here and 

because I love you, I’m going to forgo my freedom tonight and 

I’m going to drink 7-Up.” 

 

Now listen, that’s the way we ought to conduct ourselves in 

relationship to our brother and sister in Christ. And when we 

start becoming sensitive to one another like that then there’s 

going to be the beautiful unity that is this study. The one 

thing Paul wants out of the weak and the strong conflict in the 

Roman church is that they’ll come together in a unity.  

 

And when we have sensitivity and we begin to exercise our 

freedom and forgo our freedom in given sets of circumstances 

for somebody else in these critical questionable areas, then 

God is going to really begin to pour out His blessing upon us. 

 

Now let’s pick up at verse 4. 

 

The little word “hope” occurs FOUR TIMES in our study.  
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We’re going to talk about GLORIFYING God through our 

unity. Now we have dealt with the principles, what’s the 

outgrowth of this? What is it that we want? 

 

v. 4 For whatever was written in earlier times was 

written for our instruction, in order that through 

perseverance and through the encouragement of 

the Scriptures we might be having hope. 

 

“For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our 

instruction, in order that through perseverance and through 

the encouragement of the Scriptures we might be having 

hope.” 

 

Paul says when all is said and done, we have to be driven back 

to what the Scripture has to say in these things. 

 

“whatever was written in earlier times was written for our 

instruction,” 

 

Let the Scripture teach us. Let the Scriptures show us how we 

should act. 

 

We read in Ezra: 

 

Ezra 7:10 

 

Ezra prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord and to do 

it and to teach it in Israel. 
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He studied the Scripture. 

 

2 Timothy 3:16, 17 

 

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable 

for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness that the man of God may be mature, thoroughly 

furnished unto all good works. 

 

He starts right out and he says be a man and a woman of the 

Book. Study the Scriptures. 

 

J. Vernon McGee said: 

 

In my opinion, the greatest sin in the church of Jesus Christ 

[today] in this generation is ignorance of the word of God.  

(source unknown) 

 

We have this statistic: 

 

While 93% of Americans own a Bible, half never read it, 

including 23% of all born-again Christians… 

 

(From InfoSearch 2.21) 

 

Isn’t that incredible? when we see the statistics it just blows 

us away.  

 

Someone said that only 25% of the Christians in America are 

going to exercise their right to vote.  
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There are 75% of the Christians who are going to be sitting on 

their duff, allowing what’s going to happen in this country to 

happen without them having a say in it. Talk about wholesale 

indifference! 

 

But the same thing’s true of the Bible. We can talk about that 

stuff until we go to the grave and it isn’t going to be any 

better. It’s far more important just to say, “What does God say 

about it?” 

 

When we start to turn to the Bible we find a heck of a lot more 

conviction than we do in some of the other stuff. The Bible is 

the KEY TO INSTRUCTION. 

 

Listen to these statements:  

 

Did you know that half of the books of the Bible can be read in 

less than 45 minutes each, and many of them in less than 20? 

It has been demonstrated that the entire [Bible—both the] Old 

and New testaments can be read aloud in less than 71 hours. I 

heard of one woman who read all 66 books of the Bible 143 

times! At the age of 85 she was still meditating on its precepts 

by reading through the Scriptures at least four times a year. 

With her example in mind, think about this question: How 

much time do you spend thoughtfully reading the Word of 

God? 

 

(From InfoSearch 2.21) 
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Guilt is a gift that keeps on giving. At the bottom of our 

computer printout at the Judgment Seat of Christ is going to 

be the number of times we read through the Bible. Plus, 

there’s going to be another little line down there that’s going 

to say, “how many sunrises did we see?”  

 

All the excuses are going to be swept away and we’re going to 

face before God how we ordered our life as a believer. And how 

much the Book really meant to us. And so he starts right out. 

He says the real solution to this whole thing is to go back to 

the Book and to study the Book. 

 

Psalm 119:97-100 

 

Oh, how I love your law! 

I meditate on it all day long. 

Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 

for they are ever with me. 

I have more insight than all my teachers, 

for I meditate on your statutes. 

I have more understanding than the elders, 

for I obey your precepts. 

 

Now listen to this verse: 

 

“For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our 

instruction,”—WHY? PURPOSE—“in order that through 

perseverance and through the encouragement of the 

Scriptures we might be having hope.” 
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Why read the Scriptures?  

 

1. Because out of the Scriptures we learn a quality that 

ought to be a vital part of our life called “perseverance.” 

 

2. And secondly, we learn something else and that is from 

the Scriptures we get “encouragement.” 

 

Now those are the very two things that we need when we’re 

going to get along with somebody who always gets us 

crossways. Don’t ever write off a Christian brother or sister. 

There are times when we have to bow our neck and hang in 

there but don’t write them off. We need to persevere. 

 

And secondly, we keep encouraging because it’s going to be 

alright.  

 

And these are the two things that come from the reading of 

Scripture. 

 

It’s great what William Barclay says about this word 

“perseverance.” In most of the King James and New American 

Standard they translate it “endurance.” Does the word 

endurance communicate passivity?  

 

“Oh I’ve got to bow my neck and stay under it. You know, oh 

man poor me.” Can’t do anything about it. It’s perseverance. 

It’s we’re under there and we’re going to do something about it 

when we’re under there and we’re going to make glory out of 

it! It’s ACTIVE.  
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This word is active. Listen to what William Barclay says about 

this word: 

 

… it is the triumphant adequacy which can cope with life, the 

strength which does not only accept things but which in 

accepting them transmutes them into glory. 

(source unknown) 

 

It’s making a major turnaround by just keeping on hanging in 

there and staying by the stuff. And that’s what gives us 

credibility. That’s what gives us the basis for a witness. People 

can trust us because we’ll always be there and we’ll just keep 

on keeping on. 

 

And that comes from a reading of the Scripture. 

“Perseverance”—number one. 

 

It is “perseverance” not PROSPERITY. We’re living in the day 

when everybody says read the Bible, do this, do that and God 

will make us prosperous.  

 

God will bless us as we’re obedient and He will certainly bless 

our endeavors as we walk with Him, but the main thing is to 

keep the main thing the main thing. And the main thing is 

God is doing a good work in us to teach us how to persevere 

through all these obstacles and all these difficulties to a place 

of blessing and prosperity. 

 

So what we’re talking about here is being able to keep on 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



15 

 

keeping on that comes from a study of the Scripture. Now 

“perseverance” is absent today. We’re all aware of that.  

 

It’s absent in marriage. “God doesn’t expect me not to be 

happy so I can throw in the towel on my marriage.”  

 

“God doesn’t expect me to work with that employer when I 

don’t like him so I’m going to go get a new job.” 

 

“God doesn’t expect me to hang around with those ornery, 

rebellious kids. I’m going to be happy. I’m going to go 

somewhere else and do my thing.” 

 

“God doesn’t expect me to keep on going to that church where 

I don’t like that preacher and I don’t like those people that are 

there so I’ll go find me another church.” 

 

And we use people like that. Friendship is kind of like a box of 

Kleenex. We use them and then pitch them. And that’s the 

way we do with people. We just use them and pitch them. We 

get what we want out of them and then we can’t see hide nor 

hair of them. They don’t become friends.  

 

When we have really gotten ahold of this truth of 

“perseverance” where it’s going to show up in our marriage, 

it’s going to show up in our work, it’s going to show up in our 

family, it’s going to show up in our church, it’s going to show 

up in our friendship because we’re deeply related to one 

another. 
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Paul told the Thessalonian Christians, “We are living when 

you’re standing firm.” (ref. 1 Thessalonians 3:8)  

 

Keep on persevering. That’s the quality that comes from a 

regular reading of the Scripture. 

 

Somebody said: 

 

“Trouble is often the grindstone upon which the ax of battle is 

sharpened.” 

(source unknown) 

 

And Jesus said we’re going to have it. 

 

John 16:33 

 

These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me you might 

have peace. In the world you are going to have tribulation… 

 

Joseph Stowell said this in his book: 

 

(The Upside of Down: Finding Hope When It Hurts by Joseph 

M. Stowell) 

 

 We need a fresh call for the stick-to-itiveness of the 

saints. Saints who refuse to curse God in pain. Who refuse 

bitterness. Who refuse to “go it alone.” Who refuse to buy the 

recommendations and remedies of the world. Who claim 

righteousness as their ultimate cause in every situation.  

p. 196 
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“For whatever was written was written in earlier times for our 

instruction, in order that through perseverance…” 

 

Men know that they’re different and we’ve let go of a lot of 

things in life to have the relationship we have with our wife. 

And probably if the relationship’s strained there’s some more 

stuff we need to get rid of to make it even deeper and God 

would speak to us about that. 

 

But the same thing is true by our nature. Rugged men know 

what it is to hang in there and to keep going until we achieve 

something. It’s amazing being around men an awful lot 

because they hate to lose. And they just won’t quit until they 

win. Right? That’s just the nature of the beast. We’re all like 

that. 

 

Patsy Clairmont describes her husband in God Uses Cracked 

Pots. One night they’d just gotten into the motel and they 

turned the lights off and Z-z-z-z, they heard the sound of a 

mosquito. Listen to what she said: 

 

(God Uses Cracked Pots by Patsy Clairmont) 

 

 I had just slipped into bed when I heard the dreaded hum 

of a mosquito. 

 z-z-z-z-zzz 

 I knew it was no use trying to go to sleep until the enemy 

had been eliminated. I flicked on the light, which woke Les 

with a start. [Now get Les. Here he comes.]  
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 “Whas-amatter?” he slurred. 

 “There’s a mosquito in here . . . listen,” I whispered.  

 Z-Z-Z-ZZZ ZZZ-Z ZZ-ZZZ 

 “Les, either this is the biggest mosquito God ever created, 

or he has friends,” I speculated. 

 Les grabbed his discarded T-shirt to snap at the little 

varmints.  

 I spotted one and alerted Les, “There it is on the ceiling 

over the washstand.” 

 At the same time, he was zeroing in on two more by the 

dresser. A few spectacular leaps and swats took care of our 

troublesome trio. 

 Since it was already after midnight, we were glad to turn 

off the light and go to sleep.  

 [Just as we turned off the light] z-z-z-zzzz 

 “You’re kidding,” Les growled. 

 I reached over to my nightstand, running my hand down 

the cord to the switch and once again illuminated the 

battlefield… 

 Les outdid himself with breathtaking counterattacks. I 

think the most impressive ones were as he bounced up and 

down off our mattress [to swipe down two of them]. Of course, 

his shocking-pink, striped boxer shorts definitely added 

flashes of color as he leaped back and forth [and back and 

forth]… 

 About 2:00 A. M. my dedication faded, and I fell sound 

asleep. [But guess what?] I woke at 8:00 A. M. to find my 

husband standing over his trophies. 

 He had killed more than forty mosquitoes before he 

discovered and closed off their access point. He had twenty-
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three bodies lined up for all to see. The rest were splattered in 

various spots in our bedroom. Unlike me, who had gone 

AWOL, he had stayed faithful until the war was won. 

pp. 131-32 

 

And he says, are we steadfast? That’s the nature of the beast. 

We can identify with that.  

 

1 Corinthians 15:58 

 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable… 

 

It is “perseverance.” 

 

But secondly, it’s “encouragement.” 

 

For there are times when we have to persevere to the victory. 

but there are other times we come that we just need somebody 

to put their arms around us and say, “Hey it’s going to be 

alright.”  

 

And that’s 2 Corinthians 1: 

 

2 Corinthians 1:3 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of mercies and the God of all comfort; 

 

The “encouragement” that comes from just being with one 

another.  
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There are two ways that God designed for us to be encouraged 

and they both start with “S”: 

 

1. “the Scriptures” and 

 

2. the saints. 

 

The “Scriptures” bring us comfort but also OTHERS bring us 

comfort and “encouragement.” 

 

Hebrews 10:24 

 

let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and to 

good works, 

 

Out of this experience together we ought to encourage one 

another and build one another up so we can keep on keeping 

on. 

 

v. 5 Now may the God of perseverance and 

encouragement give to you to be thinking the same 

thing with one another according to Christ Jesus;  

 

“Now may the God of perseverance and encouragement give to 

you to be thinking the same thing with one another according 

to Christ Jesus;” 

 

He takes the very two words that come out of the study of the 

Scriptures and he says God is that. God is a “God of 
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perseverance.” God is a God of “encouragement.” And the more 

we get to know Him, the more we’re going to start taking on 

His likenesses. We are going to persevere and we are going to 

be a person who is a person of encouragement.  

 

The bottom line is that next phrase: 

 

“to be thinking the same thing with one another according to 

Christ Jesus;” 

 

Now that’s the weaker brother with the scruples and that’s 

the stronger brother without any. And that they would come 

together in a UNITY that only the Lord can produce between 

people who have very different backgrounds.  

 

The key ingredient is God Himself who produces that. This is 

a PRAYER WISH on the part of Paul here in this fifth verse 

that, as a result of all that he said, these individuals would 

recognize that God is the one who’s producing it and that we 

might be “thinking the same thing with one another,” and 

strong believers and weak believers coming together in this 

oneness. 

 

“Now may the God of perseverance…” 

 

Yes, we do have things to persevere through but God is there 

and He’s faithful. He’s also a God of “encouragement.” 

 

Here’s a funny little story about encouragement: 
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There was a mother who wanted her son to get up and go to 

church and she came into his room early in the morning and 

said, “Son get up! You’re going to church!” And he said, “I’m 

not.” He pulled a pillow over his head and about three times 

she came in. And then finally she came in and she said, 

“Honey, you’ve got to get up and go to church.” He replied, 

“Give me one good reason why I have to go to church. The 

people at that church just don’t like me. Why should I go?” His 

mother replied, “Because you’re the pastor!” 

(source unknown) 

 

Sometimes just a positive perspective can help us to persevere 

and we desperately need encouragement. 

 

John McKay was the famous coach of USC and for years the 

biggest game was USC vs. Notre Dame. Well on national 

television one year they were totally humiliated— 51 to 

nothing. John McKay comes into the locker room: 

 

(Better Homes and Jungles. Renamed Family Survival in the 

American Jungle by Steve Farrar) 

 

… and he sees a group of beaten, worn-out, and thoroughly 

depressed young football players who were not accustomed to 

losing. He stood up on a bench and [he] said, [and I love this] 

“Men, let’s keep this in perspective. There are 800 million 

Chinese who don’t even know this game was played.”  

p. 40 

 

“Now may the God of perseverance and encouragement give to 
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you”—stronger brothers—“to be thinking the same thing”—

with your weaker brothers—“with one another according to 

Christ Jesus;” 

 

Why?  

 

It is out of oneness that a real impact can be made when we 

are sensitive and we’re patient with one another and God 

produces unity and oneness. 

 

v. 6 in order that with one mind you may with one 

mouth be glorifying the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

 

“in order that”—PURPOSE—“with one mind you may with 

one mouth be glorifying the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” 

 

That word “glorifying” is in the PRESENT TENSE and we 

could translate it “keep on glorifying”: 

 

“the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

By our oneness. 

 

John Calvin said: 

 

“The unity of his servants is so much esteemed by God  that 

he will not have his glory sounded forth amidst discords and 

contentions.” 
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(source unknown) 

 

Maybe the reason we have so much Ichabod—the glory of the 

Lord is departed—is because we have so much internal strife 

over all of these little picky things where we’re trying to make 

people into something that we can love rather than accepting 

them just the way God created them. And that God is going to 

do the business out of a deepening relationship by changing 

them into what He wants them to become. 

 

Elisabeth Elliot went through an awful lot in her life. Her 

husband Jim was killed as one of the martyrs in 1956 when 

they tried to contact the Auca Indians in Ecuador along with 

four other men. This dear lady had enough courage to take her 

young daughter and go right in there although no white 

person had ever been there. And she had the privilege of 

leading to Jesus Christ the ones who murdered her husband 

and established a work there and that many of these Indians 

now have been evangelized. She came out of there after a 

number of years of successful mission endeavors and she 

married another man who has since died of cancer. Listen to 

her confession: 

 

(On Asking God Why by Elisabeth Elliot) 

 

 As I began mission work, I expected God to operate my 

way. “Heaven forbid that anything unfavorable should 

interrupt my work!” I expected him to do what I asked, not 

realizing that it means to pray, “Hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done.” I wanted God to explain 
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himself to me when my expectations were turned upside 

down. 

 God knew that what I really needed was not explanations 

but sanctification, purifying. My notions about myself, my 

work, and my God needed to be put through the fire. My heart 

needed deep and painful scouring. “Blessed are the pure in 

heart, for they shall see God.” 

p. 140 

 

There is somebody who perseveres and keeps in there 

realizing God is doing a purifying work through the trouble 

and adversity that she’s facing. 

 

v. 7 Wherefore, be accepting one another, even as also 

Christ accepted us to the glory of God.  

 

“Wherefore, be accepting one another, even as also Christ 

accepted us to the glory of God.” 

 

Now what was the key phrase way back at the beginning of 

this?  

 

Romans 14:1 

 

Now be accepting the one who is weak in the faith, but not for 

the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions. 

 

That was way back at the beginning. How are we supposed to 

“accept one another” when we have all these differences of 

scruples and opinions about what we consider right and 
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wrong? Or as acceptable and non-acceptable Christian 

behavior? 

 

What’s to be our illustration?  

 

“be accepting one another, even as also Christ accepted us to 

the glory of God.” 

 

One more thing—that’s in the PRESENT TENSE. 

 

Keep on “accepting one another.” 

 

Now why is it so hard to accept one another? Simply because 

we just hate to forgive. We just love to hang onto it.  

 

Lewis Smedes calls it: 

 

The cocaine of the soul.  

(source unknown) 

 

We just love the juicy little drippings that are like honey when 

we have been offended and we can just keep on hanging onto 

that. 

 

Who’s our illustration? JESUS. 

 

Jesus is mentioned THREE TIMES here.  

 

Remember the last verse of our previous study—Romans 15:3? 

He gave himself for us. That’s our first illustration. 
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We’re to be giving ourselves for our brothers and sisters as a 

substitute if we’re going to be like Christ in our Christian 

conduct.  

 

Here we’re to “be accepting” in verse 7, others like He accepted 

us. How did He accept us?  

 

“God commended His love toward us in that we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us.” (ref. Romans 5:8) 

 

The best picture of acceptance is the story of the Prodigal Son. 

God’s an old man running to get his arms around a foul-

smelling lad who’s spent all of his inheritance in the far 

country and he restores him immediately to fellowship 

because of his unconditional love. That’s the kind of 

acceptance. 

 

And there’s another wonderful passage in Ephesians. It says 

we have been accepted where? In the beloved. (ref. Ephesians 

1:6) 

 

We are totally accepted by Him. That’s our illustration. But it 

isn’t there. Look at verse 8. 

 

v. 8 For I am saying, Christ has become a servant of the 

circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to 

confirm the promises [given] to the fathers,  

 

“For I am saying, Christ has become a servant of the 
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circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to confirm the 

promises [given] to the fathers,” 

 

He GAVE Himself in verse 3.  

 

He ACCEPTED in verse 7.  

 

And in verse 8 He became a SERVANT. 

 

And He became a servant of who? The weaker brothers—the 

Jews. 

 

But in verse 9 He became a servant of the Gentiles so He 

served both. 

 

The weak and the strong are going to be in heaven. Both of 

them are accepted by God. We must accept one another. 

 

All three of those things are going to bring about unity when 

we stop and think about it—when we follow Jesus’s footsteps 

and: 

 

1. we are willing to take the other person’s place. 

 

2. we are willing to accept them unconditionally. 

 

3. we are willing to be their servant and to wash their feet. 

 

Jesus in John 13 kneels down and washes the feet of a bunch 

of proud hearts and dirty feet who are arguing over who’s 
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going to be secretary of state in the Kingdom. He serves them. 

 

It’s the hardest thing in the world to try to criticize and 

condemn somebody we’re serving when we’ve really learned to 

take the initiative and do something special for those people. 

And that’s why it’s good to go up to somebody when we have a 

difference of opinion about conduct and tell them that we love 

more than the habit or the freedom which we are experiencing 

ourselves and we’re going to forgo that out of love for them. 

We are serving their best interest by what we’re getting ready 

to do. 

 

Now let’s see how he does this in these closing verses. 

 

Verse 8—it’s to the Jews—the weaker ones. 

 

“I am saying, Christ has become a servant of the circumcision 

on behalf of the truth of God to confirm the promises [given] to 

the fathers,” 

 

All of those “promises” are going to be fulfilled. 

 

Now in verse 9 He becomes a servant of the Gentiles. 

 

Why? 

 

v. 9 and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy; 

even as it has been written: “Because of this I will 

give praise to You among the Gentiles, and I will 

sing to Your name.”  
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“and [a servant] for the Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy;” 

 

The hard thing the Jews had was to accept that God was 

accepting the Gentiles. And so as weaker brothers they had a 

double problem: 

 

1. that God would accept the Gentiles but 

 

2. that He’d love them and that they could come in on the 

same basis that they were coming into God’s family. 

 

So he quotes here from four different passages. He quotes 

from David twice—the Psalms—and he quotes from Isaiah the 

prophet, and then he quotes from Moses the Law-giver.  

 

So we have the Law, the Psalms and the prophets all saying 

that the Gentiles are also to be accepted. 

 

When we get to verse 9 he says to the Gentiles: 

 

“even as it has been written:”—here’s the first quote—

“‘Because of this I will give praise to You among the Gentiles, 

and I will sing to Your name.’” 

 

Where does that come from? That comes from Psalm 18:49.  

 

It’s also in 2 Samuel 22:50—that’s David rejoicing over the 

fact that the Gentiles are also going to have the experience of 

salvation.  
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And now the next one comes from Moses—verse 10. 

 

v. 10 And again he is saying: “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with 

His people.”  

 

“And again he is saying: ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His 

people.’” 

 

Moses saw the Gentiles coming into God’s blessing in 

Deuteronomy 32:43. That’s right at the end of his great 

message before he was called home to be with the Lord. 

 

And then he comes back with the Psalms again. 

 

Psalm 117:1—verse 11. 

 

v. 11 And again, “Be praising the Lord all you Gentiles, 

and let all the peoples praise Him.”  

 

“And again, ‘Be praising the Lord all you Gentiles, and let all 

the peoples praise Him.’” 

 

And then he ends up with the great prophet Isaiah himself in 

verse 12. 

 

v. 12 And again Isaiah is saying: “There shall come the 

root of Jesse, and He who is arising to be ruling 

over the Gentiles; in Him shall the Gentiles hope.”  
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“And again Isaiah is saying: ‘There shall come the root of 

Jesse,”—which is CHRIST—“and He who is arising to be 

ruling”—WHO?—“over the Gentiles; in Him shall the Gentiles 

have hope.’” 

 

So He not only GAVE Himself, He ACCEPTED and He’s a 

SERVANT to both of these groups—to the Jews in fulfilling 

the promises He made to them and to the Gentiles in fulfilling 

these statements of mercy that they’re also going to be a part 

and parcel of this glorious group. 

 

So the challenge is for them to glorify God by being one. 

 

Now the best verse of all—verse 13. 

 

This is one of those verses that when we come across it, we 

want to write it down in our notebook.  

 

v. 13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and 

peace in believing, that you may be abounding in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 

believing, that you may be abounding in hope by the power of 

the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Isn’t that a great verse?  

 

“Now may the God of hope…” 
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Can we just point out something? What kind of a God was He 

back in verse 5?  

 

He was a God of “perseverance.” And He was a God of 

“encouragement.” And now what is He in verse 13? He’s “the 

God of hope.”  

 

Guess what? He’s the God of whatever need we have! It 

doesn’t matter what it is! He’s flexible! He goes with the flow.  

 

And if we have a need it’s because we don’t know God in that 

way in our life to meet that need. Whatever that need is, God 

is here to meet that need. Whatever it is, He’s waiting to 

supply all our needs—Philippians 4:19. 

 

Dr. John Mitchell had this to say: 

 

(Right with God: A Devotional Study of the Epistle to the 

Romans by John G. Mitchell with Dick Bohrer) 

 

Friend, I do not need to know your circumstances. I know One 

who is with you in your circumstances, One who knows all 

about your circumstances, One who never leaves you in your 

circumstances. He is the God of hope who can fill you with all 

joy, with all peace in believing. He is the One who has caused 

you to abound in hope through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

p. 267 

 

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace…” 
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So we will “be abounding in hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit.” 

 

Let’s talk about that for a minute. How can He give us “joy”? 

By simply allowing the Spirit of God to produce the fruit of the 

Spirit which is joy in our heart. 

 

Joy is the evidence that the King is in residence. 

 

And when we are walking in fellowship with Him, no matter 

what our circumstances are, there is a joy in our heart that 

He’s going to win. 

 

That is Psalm 30:5: “Weeping will remain for a night but joy is 

going to come in the morning.” 

 

John 15:11 

 

These things I have spoken unto you, that My joy might 

remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 

 

He’ll “fill you with all joy and”—WHAT? 

 

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all”—WHAT?—“peace 

in believing”—SINGLE CONDITION of salvation! 

 

Peace comes from being made right with God. 

 

Romans 5:1 
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Therefore having been made right with God, we have peace 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

 

Now do we have that peace? It’s a peace that comes by 

believing in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

We don’t need to worry—believing is enough! 

 

Believing what? The truth that Christ gave Himself for us, 

and He’s accepting us, and He loves us, and He bows to wash 

our dirty feet when we simply come and allow Him to do His 

good work in our life. 

 

So why worry? Why get so anxious? Why get so upset? 

 

Haddon Robinson tells this interesting story. It kind of helps 

us realize a lot of times we don’t have peace: 

 

(The Solid Rock Construction Company by Haddon W. 

Robinson) 

 

Death was walking into a city one morning when a man 

stopped him and asked what he was doing. “I’m going into the 

city to claim ten thousand people,” Death answered. “That’s 

horrible,” said the man. “It’s terrible that you would take ten 

thousand people.” “Look,” Death said, “get off my back. Taking 

people when their time has come is my job. Today I have to get 

my ten thousand.” Later, as Death was coming out of the city, 

the man met him. Again he was furious. “You told me this 

morning that you were going to take ten thousand people, but 
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seventy thousand [people] died today.” “Don’t get on my case,” 

Death said. “I only took ten thousand. Worry and anxiety 

killed all the rest [of them].” 

p. 62 

 

That’s the truth. We get so shook up and so worried about 

these things. He has promised “joy and peace” and “hope” but 

what?—“by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Acts 1:8 

 

You shall receive power… 

 

Zechariah 4:6 

 

… “Not by might nor by power but by my Spirit,” saith the 

Lord. 

 

We have a “hope.” We have an ANCHOR. This “hope” of ours 

is an anchor of the soul—both sure and steadfast. 

 

Isn’t that a neat passage? What a way to conclude this study. 

To be focusing on the one thing that God wants from us and 

that is an allowance for oneness and to focus on our unity, and 

to leave these gray areas as personal matters for each of us to 

deal with in an ever deepening relationship with the Lord. 

And allow for differences rather than stake our claim that 

we’re right and somebody else is wrong by what they do or 

don’t do in their personal lives. What a rich, rich passage to 

study. 
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Now we have twelve lessons that come out of the passage. 

 

Lesson #1: The word of God was written for our instruction. 

 

Lesson #2: The word of God produces in us perseverance and 

encouragement that we might have hope. 

 

Lesson #3: In this passage we see God as a God of 

perseverance, encouragement and hope. 

 

Lesson #4: It is Paul’s purpose that we might be glorifying 

God with one mind and one mouth. 

 

Lesson #5: We are to be accepting one another “even as also 

Christ accepted us.” 

 

Lesson #6: Christ has become a Servant to confirm the 

promises given to the fathers. 

 

Lesson #7: The Gentiles glorify God for His mercy in including 

them in His program. 

 

Lesson #8: The Gentiles are commanded to rejoice with his 

people. 

 

Lesson #9: “Let all the peoples praise Him.” 

 

Lesson #10: Christ, who is the Root of Jesse, will sit upon the 

throne of His father David and rule and reign in His future 
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kingdom. 

 

Let’s crown Him Lord of all. 

 

Lesson #11: Is “the God of hope” filling you with all joy and 

peace and hope tonight? 

 

Lesson #12: Peace comes by believing in the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

William Carey answered the call of God to foreign missions. 

He was the man who said, “Expect great things from God and 

attempt great things for God.” Listen to this little clip from his 

life: 

 

(Turn It to Gold by D. James Kennedy) 

 

 William Carey, the father of the modern missionary 

movement, left London in 1795 to begin a mission to India. 

During the first seven years he did not see a single person 

convert to Christ. Not one! But Carey pressed on. He studied 

the local languages and dialects, developed dictionaries and 

lexicons, and began the painstaking task of translating the 

Bible into the strange native tongues. 

 One day the missionary returned from a journey and 

found that his house had burned to the ground. The fire had 

destroyed several translations of the Bible and, even worse, 

the dictionaries and lexicons from which they had been made. 

What did Carey do? He got down on his knees and thanked 

God for the privilege of serving him. Then he simply started 
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over. He reproduced all the work he had done, and then went 

on from there. How many of us could have persevered through 

such a disaster? 

 After those seven years of fruitlessness, when he had seen 

not a single soul come to Christ, William Carey received a 

letter asking him how his prospects looked. He replied that his 

prospects were as bright as the promises of God! 

p. 149 

 

As an old preacher once said, “Perseverance is very simple. 

You simply take hold, hold on, and never let go.” 

p. 153 

 

Father, we have to confess that we have cast a lot of things in 

concrete that shouldn’t be there and that we have made some 

judgments of others who differ from us in the realm of 

Christian conduct. Father, help us each to see that we have 

enough stuff to deal with in our own lives that we don’t need 

to be looking around at what others are doing or not doing. 

Father, we thank You that these two wonderful chapters are 

here for us to study. We thank You that we’ve learned some 

pretty important principles. And thank You that the thing 

that blesses Your heart most is unity—oneness. It is like the 

oil that runs down David’s beard as he speaks of it in Psalm 

133. It is the oneness that brings blessing. It is the joy that 

comes from just having one heart and one mind on the Lord 

Jesus Christ. And Father, we’ve allowed ourselves to be 

distracted by these trivial issues, these secondary matters 

that have brought about a disruption in the body that’s caused 

our good to be evil spoken of and we ask Your forgiveness. We 
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pray that from these principles if there’s someone without the 

Christ, they’ll respond to the joy and the freedom that can 

come from knowing Christ personally. And thank You that as 

they’re set free, they’ll joy and rejoice in their new salvation in 

Christ. And for we who are believers, help us to press on. 

Formulating those convictions which make for a deeper 

relationship with Yourself and it brings us greater and greater 

joy as we keep on allowing Your Spirit to cut out of our lives 

the things that are unnecessary. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen.  
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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

 

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

Study Number Thirty-Three – Romans 15:4-13 

 

            NOTES 
v. 4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our 

instruction, in order that through perseverance and through the 

encouragement of the Scriptures we might be having hope. 

v. 5 Now may the God of perseverance and encouragement give to 

you to be thinking the same thing with one another according to 

Christ Jesus; 

v. 6 in order that with one mind you may with one mouth be 

glorifying the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

v. 7 Wherefore, be accepting one another, even as also Christ 

accepted us to the glory of God. 

v. 8 For I am saying, Christ has become a servant of the 

circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to confirm the promises 

[given] to the fathers, 

 

v. 9 and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy; even as it 

has been written: “Because of this I will give praise to You among 

the Gentiles, and I will sing to Your name.” 

v. 10 And again he is saying: “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His 

people.” 

v. 11 And again, “Be praising the Lord all you Gentiles, and let all 

the peoples praise Him.” 

v. 12 And again Isaiah is saying: “There shall come the root of 

Jesse, and He who is arising to be ruling over the Gentiles; in Him 

shall the Gentiles hope.” 

v. 13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 

believing, that you may be abounding in hope by the power of the 

Holy Spirit. 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Romans 15:4-13 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. Why were the scriptures written, according to verse 4? 

 

 

 

 

3. In what two ways is God described in verse 5? 

 

 

 

 

4. What is to be the standard of our acceptance, according to 

verse 7? 

 

 

 

 

5. Why are the Gentiles to glorify God, according to verse 9? 
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6. Who is to be praising the Lord, according to verse 11? 

 

 

 

 

7. Who is the root of Jesse spoken of by Isaiah and referred to 

in verse 12? 

 

 

 

 

8. What is Paul’s wish for them, according to verse 13? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: The Word of God was written for our instruction. 

 

LESSON #2: The Word of God produces in us perseverance 

and encouragement, that we might have hope. 

 

LESSON #3: In this passage we see God as a God of 

perseverance, encouragement, and hope. 

 

LESSON #4: It is Paul’s purpose that we might be glorifying 

God with one mind and one mouth. 

 

LESSON #5: We are to be accepting one another “even as also 

Christ accepted us.” 

 

LESSON #6: Christ has become a Servant to confirm the 

promises given to the fathers. 

 

LESSON #7: The Gentiles glorify God for His mercy in 

including them in His program. 

 

LESSON #8: The Gentiles are commanded to rejoice with His 

people. 

 

LESSON #9: “Let all the peoples praise Him.” 
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LESSON #10: Christ, who is the Root of Jesse, will sit upon 

the throne of His father David and rule and reign in the 

future kingdom. 

 

LESSON #11: Is “the God of hope” filling you with all joy, 

peace, and hope? 

 

LESSON #12: Peace comes by believing in the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
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