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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

 

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

Study Number Thirty-Four – Romans 15:14-21 

 

 

I Lost Everything in the Post-Natal Depression is where this 

comes from: 

 

(I Lost Everything in the Post-Natal Depression by Erma 

Bombeck) 

 

 Unless your marriage was made in heaven, I do not 

recommend it. We have always adhered to a theory that the 

union of two people was never meant to withstand the 

punishment of (1) hanging wallpaper together, (2) pruning 

shrubbery side by side, (3) working as a team on the 

checkbook, (4) sharing an electric blanket with a single 

control, (5) spending three rainy days in a camper, or (6) 

having children ten and a half months apart. 

 We have just added to this list (7) buying a house. 

pp. 132-33 

 

In case you are keeping score, I missed being named Mother of 

the Year by three votes (all cast by my own children), I was 

not named to the Olympic Dusting team, and I was laughed 
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out of the Pillsbury Bake-off. (My husband ate my Tomato 

Surprise and said, “Why don’t you flake off?” and I thought he 

said “bake off.”) 

 However, at the 1972 meeting of the doctor people in 

Passaic, New Jersey, I was named as the woman who had the 

longest post-natal depression period in the history of 

obstetrics. 

 After fourteen years, I was still uptight about toilet 

training, upset because the stretch marks wouldn’t tan, and 

depressed because I was still in maternity clothes. 

 My favorite story on motherhood came to me through the 

mail. It involved a mother who had it all together. She was a 

model of virtue, a paragon of womanhood. She had six 

children, whom she counseled with great wisdom and 

patience. She was never too busy to listen and to talk with in 

a cool, calm way that was to be envied. She managed her 

house with quiet efficiency, her personal life with equal 

stoicism, and she never appeared to be frazzled or 

overwrought. She thrived on crisis and trauma, smiled in the 

face of disaster, and through it all remained peaceful and 

ever-smiling. 

 One day she was asked how she did it. She was silent a 

moment, then she said, “Every evening after the children are 

in bed, their clothes are laid out for the next morning, their 

lunches are readied and the lights are out, I fall to my knees 

beside their beds and say a prayer to God. I say, ‘Thank you 

God for not letting me kill one of them today.’” 

 Motherhood…thy name is frustration. 

pp. 88-89 
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We have come to the PRACTICAL SECTION of the epistle.  

 

When we got to Romans 12 at the beginning of this series of 

studies we learned that we’re to present our bodies as a living 

sacrifice. We’re to discover what our spiritual gift is and begin 

to function to the glory of God in the body of Christ. 

 

And then we learned in chapter 13 we’re to be submissive to 

the authority that is over us and to live comfortably under 

that authority. 

 

And then in chapters 14 and 15 we’ve been talking about the 

gray areas where we don’t have a “thus saith the Lord” but 

involves Christian conduct where we have differences of 

opinion. 

 

We actually finished the TEACHING SECTION when we got 

to Romans 15:13.  

 

Paul now, at verse 14, begins to turn to the PERSONAL. 

 

But where have we been in chapters 14 and 15? Let’s just be 

reminded of SEVEN THINGS that came to the surface in our 

study of these gray areas.  

 

The first and most important thing that we learned is it’s not 

a question of the weaker brother being right or the stronger 

brother being right, but it’s a question of our differences. And 

that God accepts us both. And we take those principles and 

apply them to the areas of our personal conduct.  
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The weaker brother is a brother who comes out of a Jewish 

background. He has a lot of scruples about days and diets.  

 

The stronger brother is a Gentile Christian that comes out of 

the Roman empire, becomes a believer and he has none of 

these scruples and here he’s put together with this brother 

who has all of these personal inhibitions.  

 

So how do we help them get along with each other? Well to 

help them get along with each other is that God created them 

differently and that each of our lives are going to be different. 

Because out of an ever-deepening relationship with the Lord 

we form certain personal convictions that are things that 

offend us and offend the Lord in our walk with Him and so we 

cut them out of our lives so we can deepen that relationship. 

 

And what’s right for us is not necessarily right for someone 

else. And what’s right for someone else is not necessarily right 

for us. And that in this whole business we’re not in the 

spiritual cloning business of trying to make everybody just the 

same. It is the Lord working in our individual lives to help us 

crystalize and formulate personal convictions. 

 

Now there were SEVEN THINGS: 

 

1. They’re always private. 

 

And that’s: 
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Romans 14:5 

 

Let each man be fully persuaded in his own mind. 

 

2. Secondly, everything we do or don’t do, we do for the Lord. 

 

In other words, it’s because of the relationship—and if He’s 

offended by something we just cut it out of our life. Not 

because Jo Blow doesn’t do it. We’re doing it with the 

motivation of a vertical relationship with the Lord. 

 

3. Thirdly, we all—both strong and weak—are going to 

stand at the Judgment Seat of Christ. 

 

That’s where our accountability comes in, ultimately, before 

Him in what we allow to go on in our lives. 

 

4. Fourth, recognize our conscience was given to us by God 

and not to be violated. 

 

And when those red lights come on the dashboard we’re going 

to be getting involved in some real difficult things if we violate 

that conscience. God put it there for that purpose. 

 

5. Remember that when we exercise our freedom in Christ 

in the presence of somebody who doesn’t agree with our 

conduct, we can ruin our testimony. 

 

And that which should be spoken of is good, is spoken of as 

evil by somebody who sees us do it because they have different 
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scruples. So recognize our testimony can be affected by the 

things we do and we don’t do. 

 

6. Realize the work of God can be torn apart.  

 

And there are churches in the history of the church who would 

care to number who have been totally destroyed by the 

differences in some of these picky, gray areas. Because 

somebody insists on certain freedom to do certain things and 

somebody else just cannot associate with a believer who is 

participating in that questionable activity. 

 

And then the seventh and the last one kind of scared all of us 

and that is: 

 

7. We can actually cause a weaker brother to sin by 

exercising our freedom. 

 

For instance, here we are having a glass of champagne, 

toasting the bride and the groom at the wedding and here’s a 

weaker brother that doesn’t touch devil’s water. And he sees 

us and he decides if it’s alright for us, it’s alright for them. 

And he is emboldened to go ahead and participate. But he, in 

the process of participating, has offended his conscience with 

God and it is considered sin for him to do that in view of the 

fact that he has scruples and a conscience about it. 

 

Now the outgrowth of all that was that we learned that the 

one thing we want to preserve is the unity of the body of 

Christ. That is the bottom line. We don’t want to exercise our 
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freedom in disregard of a brother who’s going to be offended. 

We would rather forgo our freedom in specific areas for the 

sake of oneness in the body of Christ. 

 

In those verses between verse 7 and verse 13 Christ is the 

example three times of how we’re supposed to act. 

 

1. First of all, in Romans 15:3 Christ gave Himself 

sacrificially for us.  

 

2. And then in verse 7 Christ accepted us and we are to 

accept others like He accepted us. 

 

3. And then thirdly, Christ served both the Jews in verse 8 

and then in verse 9 the Gentiles. He served both the strong 

and the weak.  

 

And we have a responsibility to be like Christ and follow His 

example. To give ourselves sacrificially for others like He gave 

Himself on the Cross and to accept others unconditionally like 

He accepted us, even while we were yet sinners. And then 

thirdly to learn how to serve one another. 

 

The words of Saint Augustine would be altogether fitting as 

we turn now from these gray areas to the personal: 

 

“In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; and in all 

things, charity.” 

(source unknown) 
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Now the exciting thing about these few verses we have, we 

have a little capsule here in Romans 15, this is a side of Paul 

that we’d never get to see. This is so special because it’s just 

Paul. This is the man in his humanity. 

 

We have a tendency to think that when people are in certain 

kinds of ministry or they’re actually part of the authors of the 

scripture, they’re not human and we can’t relate to them. But 

the beauty of this study is we get to hear from the heart of a 

man who had a passion for the lost and dying world that 

began on the Damascus Road when he saw the risen Christ as 

the great light struck him to the ground. He was never the 

same. 

 

So pick up at verse 14. We’re going to chew this up one phrase 

at a time here. 

 

v. 14 And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also 

have reached a settled conviction that you 

yourselves also are full of goodness, having been 

filled with all knowledge, able also to be 

admonishing one another, 

 

“And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also have reached 

a settled conviction that you yourselves also are full of 

goodness, having been filled with all knowledge, able also to 

be admonishing one another,” 

 

And so as he turns to them after having spoken about these 

controversial areas and the gray areas, he says, “I want to say 
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something to y’all.” And what does he do? Immediately he 

turns to encouragement. He turns to the positive. 

 

It’s like the guy just exudes love. He’s so positive with them. 

He’s such an encouragement. And notice he calls them “my 

brethren.” Anybody he leads to the Lord he considers they’re 

his.  

 

It’s the neatest thing. In 1 Thessalonians he calls them 

actually a relationship where he’s a nursing mother. And he’s 

a father to them. And he’s an orphan when they aren’t there. 

He had these deep relationships and roots with people that he 

ministered to and led to Christ. And so he starts out and he 

says: 

 

“concerning you, my brethren,” 

 

Now guess who the “brethren” are? They’re made up of both 

the weak and the strong. This church, this group of people 

that he’s been ministering to through these fourteen, fifteen 

chapters now, he says: “I have reached a settled conviction.” 

 

1 Corinthians 13:7 

 

[Love] bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things. 

 

He says, “I’ve come to a settled conviction about you.” 

 

What would it take in our life for someone to be convinced 
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that we really do walk with the Lord? 

 

There’s one common denominator and we can tell it every 

time. And that’s the hunger for the Word God. If we don’t have 

a hunger for the Book then there’s something with our 

spiritual health. 

 

1 Peter 2:2, 3 

 

as newborn babes desire the sincere milk of the word, that you 

may grow thereby… 

 

Acts 17:11 

 

These were more noble than those in Thessalonica in that 

they received the word with all readiness of mind and they 

searched the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were 

so. 

 

And so as he had heard and borne witness—even though he 

had never been in Rome—he’d come to “a settled conviction” 

about them because of what he’d heard and what he knew 

about them.  

 

And Lord only knows the fabulous truths he taught about 

justification, sanctification and glorification. When we read 

Romans 1-11, they were not just little babies in Christ. They’d 

had some heavy theological artillery rolled out on them and 

some great truth.  
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And so he says, “I…have reached this settled conviction.” 

 

That’s exactly the same word that he uses in Romans 8:38 

when he says: “I stand convinced that neither death nor life”—

“I’ve made up my mind”—“nothing shall separate us from the 

love of God which is in Christ Jesus.” 

 

Now he says: “I’ve come to a settled conviction about you” and 

he says three wonderful things about them. This is just so 

special. Let’s look at those THREE THINGS for just a minute: 

 

1. “that you…are full of goodness,” 

 

2.  “that you…[have] been filled with all knowledge,” and 

 

3.  “that you…[are] able also to be admonishing one 

another.” 

 

Now let’s just take those for a minute. There’s a verse that 

kind of says the same thing in a little different way. Ezra 

7:10—that priest in the time of Nehemiah who functioned 

with Nehemiah in the return to Jerusalem and the building of 

the city wall, the temple wall, and the building of the temple 

and restoring liturgical worship. And in Ezra 7:10 it says: 

 

Ezra 7:10 

 

Ezra prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord, to do it 

and to teach it in Israel. 
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Now in essence he’s saying THREE THINGS about these 

Roman Christians. And we should ask ourselves some 

questions:  

 

Does anybody ever say these things about us?  

 

Do they say these things are true of us? Because our appetite 

for the Word of God? 

 

1. “I myself have reached a settled conviction that you 

yourselves also are full of goodness.” 

 

Ever met people like that? We just love to saddle up to them 

because we know some of the sweetness is going to spill on us. 

We just feel a little encouragement and they’ve got it. And 

they’re just so full of it. They’re just so good.  

 

We just don’t hear them say cross words and stomp their feet 

and scream and yell and bicker and back-bite. They have that 

sweetness about them.  

 

What is that? That is Christ shining through them. That’s all 

it is. 

 

And how would Paul be aware of their “goodness”? We came 

up with FOUR S’s: 

 

1. Immediately they SMILE—We just know they have a 

secret and we like them because they have a smile on their 

face, it seems like all the time. 
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2. Secondly the SWEETNESS is there. It’s a sweetness of 

the presence of the Holy Spirit in their life. 

 

3. Thirdly, STABILITY. It’s like they have their act 

together.  

 

No matter what life throws at them, they have firm innards, 

just staying in there. They’re just stable like a rock. They have 

an anchor that’s steadfast and sure. 

 

4. And then the fourth thing about them, we know they have 

a hidden sense of STRENGTH. 

 

They have a strength about their lives that keeps them going 

and we know that’s Christ in them. 

 

Now this word “goodness” occurs in the fruitage of the Spirit 

in Galatians 5:22 and 23 so we know where the goodness 

comes from. It’s the fruitage of the Spirit dwelling in them. 

Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness—one of those 

manifestations of the fact that the Spirit of God is there. 

 

1. First of all, “full of goodness.” 

 

2. Secondly, “having been filled with all knowledge.” 

 

Now what is the “knowledge” that they’re full of? They’re “full 

of goodness” but they’re also “filled with all knowledge.” 
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We know what that is. For the “knowledge” is the knowledge 

of the Scriptures. Their lives express themselves in the 

Scripture. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:14 

 

The natural man receives not the things of the Spirit of God; 

they’re foolishness to him, he can’t know them, they’re 

spiritually discerned. 

 

But as a believer we begin to see the manifestation of health 

by the fact that the Word of God starts coming out of their 

lives.  

 

Jeremiah 15:16 

 

Thy words were found and I did eat them; 

and thy word was the joy and rejoicing of my heart, 

for I bear your name, 

O Lord God Almighty. 

 

Psalm 1:1-3 

 

…His delight is in the law of the Lord, 

and on his law he meditates day and night. 

He is like a tree planted by the rivers of water… 

 

He’s filled with a “knowledge” of the Word of God. 

 

3. And then the third thing, he’s “able also to be 
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admonishing one another.” 

 

Jay Adams has led a certain group of Christian people into 

counseling by writing a book called Competent to Counsel. And 

we might agree with his approach and we might not. When we 

study the schools that are available to us in teaching us how 

to counsel others, there are some who like him and some who 

don’t.  

 

That’s the way it is with all of those who pick up the 

psychological textbooks and begin to counsel. Jay Adams, his 

only textbook is the Bible and he’s faithful to stay with the 

Scripture. But he wrote a book called Competent to Counsel. It 

comes right out of this phrase: “admonishing one another.” 

Able to counsel or to admonish. 

 

Are we able to do that? Have we been able today to turn to 

some Christian brother or sister and share a verse of 

Scripture with them to encourage them?  

 

Or has our whole day been like the frontispiece to the book of 

Lamentations? We’re just weaned on a dill pickle and we’re 

going to be sour and sad all day. Or have we really had a 

dynamic victory today so we can lift someone’s spirits by 

sharing with them the Word of God? 

 

Colossians 3:16 

 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, with all wisdom 

teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and 
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hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts 

to the Lord. 

 

Been able to do that with the Word?  

 

Hebrews 10:24 

 

let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and to 

good deeds… 

 

That’s what we’re for! We’re to prod each other. That word for 

“stimulate” is the word for cattle prod. We have to shock 

people into reality with verses of Scripture to encourage and 

to build them up. 

 

What does he say about these Roman Christians? Isn’t that a 

great way to start it? He says, “I love y’all! You’re so full of 

goodness and so full of knowledge and you’ve got so much that 

you’re able to minister it to others.” And that’s a tremendous 

mark of spiritual growth when we quit always accepting and 

we start a ministry in the lives of others. 

 

Now there’s another thing about those three things, and all 

three of those things are characteristics of Christlikeness. And 

that’s the Lord’s desire for all of us. 

 

He wants us “full of goodness” as our lives are changing. He 

wants us “filled with knowledge” as we take in the Word of 

God. And He wants us “admonishing” or accepting our 

responsibility for our brothers and sisters in the body of 
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Christ. 

 

v. 15 but I wrote very boldly to you on some points, so 

as to be reminding you again, because of the grace 

which was given to me from God,  

 

“but I wrote very boldly to you on some points,” 

 

He just says, “You know, I really did go overboard there a 

little bit. Maybe I got a little hard on you in a few of those 

spots when I got to talking about the strong and the weak 

there, and I just want to admit to you that it wasn’t because I 

was mad at you, it’s because I love you so much I didn’t want 

you to make a mistake.” That’s really what he’s saying.  

 

He says: 

 

“but I wrote very boldly to you on some points, so as”—

WHAT?—“to be reminding you again, because of the grace 

which was given to me from God,” 

 

Somebody said: 

 

“The truth never hurts unless it ought to.” 

(source unknown) 

 

And he gave it. Now we’ve said that to our children so many 

times. “How many times have I told you? If I told you once, I 

told you a thousand times!” And it’s remind, remind, remind. 

It’s to bring it back to remembrance.  
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And there are many verses of Scripture that talk about that 

but the greatest illustration of it is Jesus in the Upper Room 

when He gives the bread and the cup. He says: “This do in 

remembrance of Me so you never forget it.” (ref. Luke 22:19) 

 

A lot of us probably could identify with Barbara Johnson when 

she says: 

 

“My mind works like lightning. One bright flash and it’s 

gone!” 

(source unknown) 

 

It sweeps through us and then it’s gone. And when we get 

older it’s, “Of all the things I miss the most, it is my mind.” We 

find it going and we have to constantly be reminded.  

 

Philippians 3:1 

 

Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same 

things again is no trouble to me, and it is a safeguard for you. 

 

He tells the Philippians. 

 

2 Peter 1:12 

 

Therefore, I shall always be ready to remind you of these 

things, even though you already know them, and have been 

established in the truth which is present with you. 
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2 Peter 3:1, 2 

 

This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in 

which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 

that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by 

the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and 

Savior spoken by your apostles. 

 

Paul’s personal and he’s parenting. He’s reminding them of 

what he’s had to teach them. 

 

“I wrote to you very boldly on some points, so as to be 

reminding you again, because of the grace of God which was 

given to me from God,” 

 

Now what is the “grace” of God? The “grace” of God is the gift 

that God gave him of apostleship so he has a right to “boldly” 

admonish them and challenge them. So he’s saying, “I’m only 

carrying out my function in your best interest to remind you of 

the things that you need to know to keep on growing in your 

relationship to the Lord.” 

 

Isn’t that really a special way for this man, who has had such 

an incredible ministry, to treat his young believers that he’s 

working with? To say these wonderful things about them and 

then admit that he’s gotten kind of uptight a few times and 

spoken to them kind of hard. But he’s only doing it out of love 

to remind them so they’ll be protected. 
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v. 16 to be a servant of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, 

ministering as a priest the gospel of God, in order 

that the offering of the Gentiles might become 

acceptable, having been sanctified by the Holy 

Spirit.  

 

“to be a servant of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as 

a priest the gospel of God, in order that the offering of the 

Gentiles might become acceptable, having been sanctified by 

the Holy Spirit.” 

 

He said, “I was called to be a servant. Just like Jesus came not 

to be ministered unto but to minister. And guess who I get to 

minister to? I’m a Jewish Christian but I get the Gentiles! And 

so I’m giving my life to the Gentiles like a priest. I’m 

functioning before God.”  

 

He’s taking some of his Jewish background and he says, “Like 

a priest I’m interceding for the Gentiles. And like a priest I’m 

making an offering of the fruit of my labor! I’m bringing 

Gentile Christians that they might be acceptable to God. But 

the neat thing about it is, they’re indwelt by the Holy Spirit so 

they’re being sanctified by Him. So there’s no question about 

my offering of these Gentile believers to God as being 

acceptable. And I’m carrying out my function as a priest to 

glorify Him.” 

 

To be a servant just like Jesus. Back in verse 8 Jesus was a 

servant to the Jews. And in verse 9 He was a servant to the 

Gentiles. He found His joy in giving Himself to others. Now 
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are we doing that? Have we learned the secret of not only 

admonishing others but the joy of sacrificially laying aside our 

needs for the sake of somebody else’s comfort? 

 

Listen to what Larry Crabb says: 

 

(Men & Women: Enjoying the Difference by Larry Crabb) 

 

 Perhaps the hardest thing to get through our brain-

damaged heads (when Adam fell, he must have fallen on his 

head) is that this painful point of nakedness and humility is 

not only where life begins, but also where joyful growth 

continues. 

 More than anything else, [and he has this underlined in 

the text] what gets in the way of getting along is self-

centeredness that seems reasonable. God does his deepest work 

in making us more truly loving when we more clearly see how 

utterly ugly our selfishness is. 

 Getting along with each other requires that we stop 

making excuses for all the selfish things we do. And if our 

tendency towards self-justification can be weakened, perhaps 

then we will more easily recognize our anger when it’s there, 

call it wrong, and experience the thrill of Christ’s forgiveness 

and the power of his cleansing. We’re not condemned and 

we’re empowered to love. 

p. 69 

 

That’s Paul. He sacrificially gave himself “in order that the 

offering of the Gentiles”—the people that he brought to 

Christ—“might become acceptable” because they were 
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“sanctified by the Holy Spirit” who indwelled them. And he 

brings the sacrifice before the Father, in anticipation that the 

Father will accept it. 

 

v. 17 Therefore in Christ Jesus I am having reason for 

boasting in things pertaining to God.  

 

“Therefore in Christ Jesus I am having reason for boasting in 

things pertaining to God.” 

 

Now we immediately read that and we think of people who 

boast. And we say, “Uh, that just turns me off.” 

 

Now usually “boasting” today is, “Did you know how many we 

had at Bible class last night? Why, we had 36! And last week 

we had 24! And do you know how many we had on Sunday? 

Three hundred and twenty-two and four of them came forward 

and six were baptized! And seven joined the church!” 

 

That’s what we consider boasting and that’s not Paul. All Paul 

boasts about is what the Lord has done through him and 

that’s something totally different. 

 

Jeremiah 9:23, 24 

 

This is what the Lord says: 

“Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom 

or the strong man boast of his strength 

or the rich man boast of his riches, 

but let him who boasts boast about this: 
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that he understands and knows me, 

that I am the God, who exercises kindness, 

justice and righteousness on earth, 

for in these I delight,” 

 

Isaiah 26:12 

 

Lord, you establish peace for us;  

all that we have accomplished you have done for us. 

 

Paul is saying: 

 

Psalm 34:3 

 

Glorify the Lord with me; 

and let us exalt his name together. 

 

What’s he “boasting” about? If he was sitting here, what would 

he boast about? He’d tell us that he was stoned in Lystra and 

while they were planning his funeral he got up and went to 

Derby. And he’d tell us that he was on a ship for two weeks in 

a storm and they finally shipwrecked and everybody made it 

to shore. And he was getting some dry wood for a fire in a 

rainstorm and a snake bit him on the hand that was 

poisonous and he survived that thing.  

 

And then he’d tell us, “Listen, I was preaching one night. I got 

so excited I preached till midnight and we were up on the 

third floor and a guy fell out of the window and hit the deck 

down below and was dead. Went down and under the power of 
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the Spirit restored life to that guy and preached till morning! 

Then got up and went on to the next place.” 

 

It would be great to have an audience like that! Not that 

they’d fall out of the window but at least they’d stay all night 

long!  

 

Galatians 6 gives us a clue: 

 

Galatians 6:14 

 

may it never be that I should boast, except in the cross of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified 

to me, and I to the world. 

 

v. 18 For I will not venture to be speaking of anything 

which Christ did not accomplish through me, 

resulting in the obedience of the Gentiles by word 

and deed,  

 

“For I will not venture to be speaking of anything which 

Christ did not accomplish through me, resulting in the 

obedience of the Gentiles by word and by deed,” 

 

What is he boasting about? The only thing he is boasting 

about is what the Lord has done through him as a result of his 

obedience. It is what the Lord has done through us. 

 

Isaiah 26:12 
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Lord, you establish peace for us; 

all that we have accomplished you have done for us. 

 

And that’s: 

 

Galatians 2:20 

 

I have been crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live, yet not I 

but Christ is living in me; … 

 

And the key to Paul’s ministry is Christ working through him. 

 

William Barclay who wrote the Daily Study Bible and who did 

a great job on Greek word study says: 

 

 Paul saw himself, in the scheme of things, as an 

instrument in the hands of Christ. He did not talk of what he 

had done; but of what Christ had done with him.  

(source unknown) 

 

And then Kent Hughes, when he’s commenting on this phrase, 

he says, “That’s sure a whole lot different than us and he uses 

this”: 

 

 How contrary this is to the way things usually happen. 

More often we are like the Little Leaguer who put all his sixty 

pounds into a ferocious swing and barely connected. The ball 

scraped by the bottom of the bat, jiggled straight back to the 

pitcher, who groped and fumbled it. There was still plenty of 

time to nail the batter at first, but the pitcher’s throw soared 
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high over the first baseman’s head. The slugger flew on 

toward second base. Somebody retrieved the ball. The next 

throw sailed wildly into left field. The hitter swaggered into 

third, puffing along with a man-sized grin, then continued on 

to cross home plate. “Oh, boy,” he said, “that’s the first home 

run I ever hit in my whole life!” 

p. 289 

 

And that’s the way it is with us. We step to the plate for Jesus, 

barely tip the ball but He arranges for us to get home and we 

take all the credit. 

 

Too many times we’re like that aren’t we? 

 

What is it that God wants from us and what does He want 

from each of us individually? He wants our availability not our 

ability.  

 

To wake up early in the morning and say, “God, here I am as 

an instrument. Take me and use me.” 

 

And when we start talking about rising a great while before 

day it really gets us. On the bottom of our computer print-out 

at the Judgment Seat of Christ we’re going to see: “How many 

sunrises did you see?” But that’s between us and the Lord. 

 

Patsy Clairmont says: 

 

(God Uses Cracked Pots by Patsy Clairmont) 
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I’m told two types of people exist—those who proclaim, “Good 

morning, Lord,” when they wake up, and those who exclaim, 

“Good Lord, it’s morning.” 

 Early has never been one of my day’s highlights, and the 

morning mirror has certainly not helped to cheer me on. But I 

did find Scripture that helped me understand my a.m. 

reflection: It was “formless and void and darkness was upon 

the surface of the deep...” 

 I was encouraged to read that things did eventually 

lighten and brighten up, when God proclaimed: “Let there be 

light.” 

 For me that’s after I apply my blush, mascara and 

lipstick.  

 I’m married to the kind of guy who leaps out of bed in the 

morning, skips down the hall and sings in the shower. For 

years that got on my nerves. 

 Plus I didn’t think anyone should move that quickly; he 

could injure something he might need in the future. 

 Les told people, “Patsy runs around the block every 

morning and then kicks the block back under the bed.” 

 I limited my exercise to jumping to conclusions, stretching 

the truth and dodging my reflection. 

 But slowly I began to realize that Les was a living 

example, and I would do well to learn from him. I needed a 

“Good morning, Lord” injection. 

 If this change was to take place, I’d need a plan. No, make 

that a miracle! 

 I began by memorizing, “This is the day which the Lord 

hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it” (Ps. 118:24, KJV). 

 As soon as my brain received the jolt that a new day had 
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begun, I would start to recite my verse—first silently, then in 

a whisper and finally in a shout. 

 My recitation started out more like a question, “This is 

the day…?” As I continued my sunrise salute, it became a 

proclamation. 

 Gradually my new routine began to make a difference in 

my m.o. (morning outlook). 

 I honestly can’t say I leap from the bed now, but I do get 

up. I don’t skip down the hall; it’s more like a crawl. I still 

don’t sing in the shower, but I hum, and for me that’s 

progress. No, make that a miracle! 

pp. 69-70 

 

The greatest thing in the world is to make ourselves available 

to Him early in the morning. 

 

There’s a great object lesson that really hits home with 

students. Dr. Anderson shared: 

 

“I got some surgical gloves—disposable surgical gloves—and 

I’d use them as object lessons to show the kids what the Lord 

wanted to do.  

 

“And I’d hold this glove up. I had one of them full of marbles 

and I had the other one just a regular surgeon’s glove. And I’d 

put it on my hand. And I’d say, “Now this surgeon’s glove has 

to have three things that’s true of it. Number one it’s got to be 

clean. And number two it’s got to be empty. And number 

three, it’s got to be completely filled with the surgeon’s hand 

in order to be effective.”  
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“And I said that’s just exactly what the Lord wants from you. 

He wants you clean. And when you come to the Lord Jesus 

Christ as Savior, you are cleansed—washed by the blood of the 

Lamb. And He wants you to make yourself available to Him. 

To empty yourself of all of these things! 

(source unknown)” 

 

John 15:5—“without Me you can do nothing”: 

 

John 15:5 

 

I am the vine, you are the branches; he that abides in Me, and 

I in him, the same brings forth much fruit… 

 

One old preacher said: 

 

(Going for the Gold by Joe L. Wall) 

 

“Nothing means nothing—like a zero with the rim knocked 

off.” 

p. 95 

 

We can’t do anything but make ourselves available. 

 

“I will not venture to be speaking of anything which Christ did 

not accomplish through me, resulting in the obedience of the 

Gentiles by word and by deed,” 

 

What happened to them? Their words—the words from their 
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lips—verified it in their lives. And their confession of the Lord 

that came out in their conversation was also backed up in 

their conduct. And Paul speaks of them. 

 

We should sing that great old hymn: 

 

How I praise Thee, precious Saviour, 

 That Thy love laid hold of me; 

Thou hast saved and cleansed and filled me  

 That I might Thy channel be. 

 

Emptied that Thou shouldest fill me, 

 A clean vessel in Thy hand; 

With no pow’r but as Thou givest 

 Graciously with each command. 

 

Channels only, blessed Master,  

 But with all Thy wondrous pow’r  

Flowing thro’ us, Thou canst use us 

 Ev’ry day and ev’ry hour. 

 

(From “Channels Only,” The New Church Hymnal. Lexicon 

Music, Inc., 1976. #226) 

 

Now is His power flowing through us? 

 

See the next verse—verse 19. 

 

v. 19 in the power of attesting miracles and wonders, in 

the power of the Spirit; so that from Jerusalem and 
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round about as far as Illyricum I have fulfilled [my 

commission of preaching] the gospel of Christ.  

 

“in the power of attesting miracles and wonders, in the power 

of the Spirit; so that from Jerusalem and round about as far as 

Illyricum I have fulfilled [my commission of preaching] the 

gospel of Christ.” 

 

Have we had a power failure because the switch of the Spirit 

has been thrown by the grieving of some sin? Or the 

quenching of the Holy Spirit by some resistance in our life? Or 

are we characterized by the fact that God is accomplishing 

significant things in our life and in our ministry as we’re 

faithful to serve Him? 

 

Now why does he mention Jerusalem and Illyricum?  

 

Remember Acts 1:8, the last words Jesus ever gave? 

 

Acts 1:8 

 

You shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost has come 

upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me [WHERE?] in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea, in Samaria, and to the uttermost part 

of the earth. 

 

Jerusalem is where he is. Illyricum is the outermost part of 

the world.  

 

Illyricum is at the end of the road. That’s as far as we can go. 
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And listen, when a guy’s done that in sandals, we have to 

respect him. Paul has flat traveled territory. 

 

We can’t even touch some of the things he’s been able to 

accomplish and he says here: 

 

“I have fulfilled [my commission of preaching] the gospel.” 

 

That’s why 2 Timothy 4 says: 

 

2 Timothy 4:7 

 

I fought a good fight, I finished the course, I kept the faith 

 

That’s Acts 20:24: 

 

Acts 20:24 

 

I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, in 

order that I might finish my course, and the ministry which I 

received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel 

of the grace of God. 

 

Can we say that? Are we looking forward to being able to say 

that? That we have tracked in our life the will of God so that 

when it’s done we can say “I finished.” 

 

John 4:34 

 

Jesus said, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and 
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accomplish His work. 

 

John 9:4 

 

I must work the works of Him that sent Me, while it is day; 

night is coming, when no man can work. 

 

And then in John 19:30 on the Cross He cries: 

 

John 19:30 

 

“Tetelestai! It’s finished!” 

 

He did the job! 

 

v. 20 And thus I am making it my aim to be preaching 

the gospel, not where Christ was [already] named, 

in order that I might not be building upon another 

man’s foundation;  

 

“And thus I am making it my aim to be preaching the gospel, 

not where Christ was [already] named, in order that I might 

not be building upon another man’s foundation;” 

 

There is his ministry—his goal and his aim. Isn’t this neat to 

kind of sneak behind him and let him tell us what really fired 

him up?  

 

What was his passion? His passion was not to spend his time 

with people in holy huddles talking about the blessed by and 
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by. He was a man motivated to go to people that needed him. 

 

Paul said, “I want to be a pioneer. I want to keep on taking 

that message of the Lord Jesus to those who don’t know Him.” 

 

Most likely this is his life verse. Okay? That’s a good way to 

end a personal testimony, isn’t it? Give them our life verse. 

 

It’s Isaiah 52:15. Here it is—verse 21. 

 

v. 21 but even as it has been written: “They who had no 

news of Him shall see, and they who have not heard 

shall understand.”  

 

“but even as it has been written:”—Isaiah wrote this—“‘They 

who had no news of Him shall see, and they who have not 

heard shall understand.’” 

 

Isn’t that great? He says, “I’m taking it to them so they’re 

going to see it! And I’m taking it to them and telling them so 

they’re going to understand.” 

 

What a special capsule of the apostle. We have a different feel 

for that man after seeing that little section where he opens his 

heart to them. 

 

We have ten lessons that come out of our passage. 

 

Lesson #1: It is always good to believe the best about others. 
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Lesson #2: Is goodness, knowledge and admonition a part and 

parcel of your daily life? 

 

Lesson #3: It is always good for us to be reminded of what we 

know. 

 

Lesson #4: The focus of Paul’s ministry was to be a servant of 

Christ Jesus. 

 

Lesson #5: Paul saw the fruit of his ministry as a sacrifice 

presented to God. 

 

Lesson #6: Paul is boasting in what Christ has done through 

him. 

 

Lesson #7: Is your life a clean, clear channel for the Lord to 

use? 

 

Lesson #8: Our words and our walk are both instruments for 

witness. 

 

Lesson #9: Will you be able to say at the end of your life that 

you have fulfilled the Lord’s commission for your life? 

 

Lesson #10: Paul’s philosophy of ministry is to always be going 

into new territory. 

 

Father, we get so caught up in criticizing and condemning 

leadership, we never do get to hear the real heart. And Father 

Paul has been so much maligned, spoken of as a male 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



36 

 

chauvinist and criticized in so many ways. But how special to 

see that side of him that made him such a magnanimous 

man—such a powerful example to all of us of Christ living in 

and through him. Thank You that as we face kind of an 

uncertain future from our perspective, but certainly not from 

Yours, that if You’re causing us to have fresh courage and to 

stand for principle and integrity and to walk with You 

honestly and uprightly and to restore these principles in our 

land, then may we as believers receive the mandate and not 

sit still any longer. That immediately begins to put in motion 

the things that are going to make some of these dreams be 

realized as we the believers, yes, take back our country. The 

country that was founded on the principles of God’s Word. On 

leaders who prayed. On men of character who would say “give 

me liberty or give me death.” Father, we would pray that You 

would allow us to stay the hand of execution upon this land by 

being men and women of utter and complete devotion to our 

Savior and to be effective lights to shine in a world of 

darkness. We love You and thank You for this special passage. 

May Your Holy Spirit cause us to have a spirit of expectancy, 

a spirit of excitement, a spirit of enthusiasm. That no matter 

what happens, no one can stay Your hand. You are the 

sovereign God and You have it all in control. In Jesus’ name 

we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of ROMANS 

 

The Gift of God’s Grace 

 

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness” 

 

 

Study Number Thirty-Four – Romans 15:14-21 

 

            NOTES 
v. 14 And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also have reached 

a settled conviction that you yourselves also are full of goodness, 

having been filled with all knowledge, able also to be admonishing 

one another, 

v. 15 but I wrote very boldly to you on some points, so as to be 

reminding you again, because of the grace which was given to me 

from God, 

v. 16 to be a servant of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as 

a priest the gospel of God, in order that the offering of the Gentiles 

might become acceptable, having been sanctified by the Holy 

Spirit. 

v. 17 Therefore in Christ Jesus I am having reason for boasting in 

things pertaining to God. 

v. 18 For I will not venture to be speaking of anything which 

Christ did not accomplish through me, resulting in the obedience 

of the Gentiles by word and deed, 

v. 19 in the power of attesting miracles and wonders, in the power 

of the Spirit; so that from Jerusalem and round about as far as 

Illyricum I have fulfilled [my commission of preaching] the gospel 

of Christ. 

v. 20 And thus I am making it my aim to be preaching the gospel, 

not where Christ was [already] named, in order that I might not be 

building upon another man’s foundation; 

v. 21 but even as it has been written: “They who had no news of 

Him shall see, and they who have not heard shall understand.” 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Romans 15:14-21 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. How does Paul characterize the Roman Christians, 

according to verse 14? 

 

 

 

 

3. Why did Paul write boldly to them, according to verse 15? 

 

 

 

 

4. How does Paul characterize himself in verse 16? 
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5. What is the significance of the phrase in verse 18: “which 

Christ did not accomplish through me” in relationship to 

Paul’s whole concept of ministry? 

 

 

 

 

6. What two things have assisted Paul in his ministerial 

success, according to verse 19? 

 

 

 

 

7. What is Paul’s aim, according to verse 20? 

 

 

 

 

8. Why does Paul want to go only to places where Christ has 

not been preached, according to verse 20? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: It is always good to believe the best about others. 

 

LESSON #2: Are goodness, knowledge, and admonition a part 

and parcel of your daily life? 

 

LESSON #3: It is always good for us to be reminded of what 

we already know. 

 

LESSON #4: The focus of Paul’s ministry was to be a servant 

of Christ Jesus. 

 

LESSON #5: Paul saw the fruit of his ministry as a sacrifice 

presented to God. 

 

LESSON #6: Paul is boasting in what Christ has done through 

him. 
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LESSON #7: Is your life a clean, clear channel for the Lord to 

use? 

 

LESSON #8: Our words and our walk are both instruments 

for witness. 

 

LESSON #9: Will you be able to say at the end of your life that 

you have fulfilled the Lord’s commission for your life? 

 

LESSON #10: Paul’s philosophy of ministry is to go to new 

territory. 
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