A Practical Study of ROMANS
The Gift of God’s Grace

“A Relationship with God Based on His Righteousness™

Study Number Thirty-Five - Romans 15:22-33

Chuck Swindoll wrote a book called Stress Fractures. The book
1s quite a collection of his previous little booklets that have
been put together. He addresses the subject of the will of God,
which 1s the major thesis for our study.

We could call this passage “Plans for the Future” and we’ll be
talking about the will of God for our lives when we look at
these particular verses.

Swindoll says this:

(Stress Fractures by Charles R. Swindoll)

If we were looking for a new television series to amuse
and entertain [us], we could name this one “That’s
Unbelievable!” Here are some examples we could feature on
the show.

A lady received a brochure advertising a tour to Israel.
Because going to the Holy Land was one of her lifelong
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dreams, she really wanted to go. She had the money, the
time, the interest, and the strength. But was it God’s will?
Before going to bed, she read the pamphlet once more and
noticed that the airplane they would be traveling on was a
747 jumbo jet. After spending a sleepless night wrestling
with all the pros and cons, she was greatly relieved the
following morning. She now knew it was God’s will for her
to go. How did she know for sure? When she awoke and
glanced at her digital clock, it read 7:47. That was her
“sign” from God.

Now, that’s unbelievable!

A collegian needed a car. He didn’t know which one God
would have him purchase, but as a Christian, he was
determined to find God’s will before he bought anything.
One night, he had a series of dreams. Everything in his
dreams was yellow. He had his answer. After checking out
several used car lots the next day, he finally found the one
he was sure the Lord would have him buy. You guessed it.
Yellow inside and out. He didn’t bother to check it out. He
didn’t even give it a trial run around the block. It was
yellow, so he bought it.

Appropriately, it turned out to be a lemon.

A pastor had served as a deacon in a former church prior

to being called into the ministry. He toyed with the idea of

buying a doctor of divinity degree from a degree mill. He

really wanted that degree, but he struggled with whether
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or not 1t was God’s will. Late one afternoon, he stumbled
across the answer he’d been looking for. Because it was in
the Bible, all doubt was removed. The Lord had confirmed
the minister’s desire through 1 Timothy 3:13. The King
James Version reads: “For they that have used the office of
a deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree . . .”

Now, friends and neighbors, that’s unbelievable!
pp. 232

Now we laugh at that but we know full well that we have
mysteriously tried to ascertain the will of God by whether the
light was green or red at the corner when we got there or what
time we woke up or what friend called or whatever.

Haddon Robinson’s written an excellent book called Decision-
Making By the Book and he says this:

(Decision-Making By the Book by Haddon Robinson)

We must face the fact: “How do you know the will of God
in making life’s decisions?” is not a biblical question! The Biblé
never tells us to ask it. The Bible never gives us direction in
answering it. And the pursuit of some personalized version of
the “will of God” often leads us toward disobedience. When we
find ourselves facing the tough choices in life—those day-in,
day-out decisions which make up the very fabric of our
existence—we shouldn’t seek special messages from God.
Instead, we should ask, “How do we develop the skills
necessary to make wise and prudent choices?”
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p. 61
Then Swindoll summarizes all of these illustrations by saying:

(Stress Fractures by Charles R. Swindoll)

No, finding God’s will is not magical or mysterious. He
hasn’t hidden it in a digital clock or wrapped it in a complex
riddle that calls for open windows or dreams and traffic lights

to solve.
p. 249

Dr. Charles Ryrie wrote a book called Transformed by His
Glory and he made a statement off the cuff on another subject
that 1s quite convicting. We might have heard Christians say,
“Well, it’s time to put out the fleece.”

What’s the fleece?

In the day of Gideon the Lord said, “Gideon, I've chosen you to
deliver the children of Israel from the Midianites.” Gideon
can’t believe that he’s the one to do that and so he pulls the
fleece test on the Lord. Remember the story?

If the fleece 1s wet and the ground is dry in the morning,
“Lord, I know that it’s Your will.” So the next morning, sure
enough, the fleece is wet and the ground is dry. Now Gideon
still needs another push so he says, “Just in case Lord that
this 1s not Your will, I want to know for sure so tomorrow I
want the fleece dry and the ground wet.” And the next
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morning the fleece is dry and the ground is wet and so he
knows 1t’s the will of God.

This 1s what Ryrie says:

(Transformed by His Glory by Charles C. Ryrie)

Putting out the fleece limits God to two options, and only the
two the person thought of. God might have other options
which we may not have even considered.

p. 41

Ever think of that? It’s like a husband and wife going with two
different positions—should we or shouldn’t we? It’s not a
question of should we or shouldn’t we, maybe it might be that
God has some other option that He wants to bring when the
two of them compromise together on dealing with this into
their life. And that will be the expression of the will of God.

In ascertaining the will of God, we’ll never make a mistake if
we're close to the Lord and we're walking with Him. And in an
ever-deepening relationship, the will of God will be a normal
byproduct that will come out of that deepening relationship
with Him.

Now why all of that in view of studying the end of Romans
chapter 15?

So far in our study we’ve looked at chapter 12 where we make
a sacrificial presentation of our bodies and we discover our
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spiritual gift.
Chapter 13 we submit to the authorities that are over us.

When we got to chapters 14 and 15, we talked about the gray
areas of life. How we form personal convictions that deal with
these questionable areas in our lives.

And then basically when we got to Romans 15:13, the epistle
ended. The apostle turns to the PERSONAL.

And 1n the rest of Romans 15, we saw a side of the apostle
that we’d never seen before. He told us some of his goals and
some of his objectives. And he ended the study with his life

verse.

Now what’s going to happen is something else very special.
He’s going to wrap up the personal by sharing some very, very
personal goals that he has in his life that haven’t been fulfilled
yet and that are related to the Roman church.

Our final study is one of the most exciting. In fact, it is an
exclting, exciting passage of Scripture when we start putting
flesh on names that occur in the biblical text.

Now when 1t comes to the apostle Paul here, the big
question—and Christians are divided here—is Paul in the will

of God or 1s he out of the will of God?

Now that seems kind of strange to accuse Paul of being out of
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the will of God. But there are a lot of people who think that he
1s stubborn, bull-headed and he’s not paying attention and
that he 1s out of the will of God in what’s going on in this
passage.

So we want to deal with this. We need to grapple with it while
we walk through these verses and come up with our own
conclusion as to how we feel the apostle Paul is doing in
relationship to the will of God.

Now to refresh us. The last verse we had was Isaiah 52:15
where he says:

Isaiah 52:15

For what they were not told, they will see, and what they have
not heard, they will understand.

Paul says, “That’s my life verse. I want to take the gospel to
people who've never heard and have never understood.”

And then:

Romans 15:20

And thus I am making it my aim [my goal] to be preaching the
gospel, not where Christ was [already] named, in order that I
might not be building upon another man’s foundation;

It was Jesus with His disciples in His resurrected body in
7



John 20:21 who said:

John 20:21

... “Peace be unto you; as My Father has sent Me, even so
send I you.”

“It’s going to be costly Paul, but I want you to go.”

And then in Acts 9, his commissioning by the Lord as the Lord
tells Ananias what’s going to happen to him, he says:

Acts 9:15, 16

... “‘he 1s a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name beforé
the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; and I will show
him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake.

We've gotten it into our heads for some reason that if we’re in
the will of God, everything has to come up roses. And that if
we're suffering, something is really wrong. We’ve either
missed the will of God and so we're really paying a price for all
the suffering we’re going through. And that’s totally wrong.

The hope is that one thing comes to the surface in this deal
and that i1s, we can be having one tough time and be right in
the center of the will of God.

Margaret Clarkson suffered most of her life. She wrote a book
called Grace Grows Best in Winter. She also wrote another
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book on nature, called Destined for Glory. Dear lady—suffered
a lot. She wrote a hymn that’s become one of the great
missionary classics called “So Send I You” taken from this
John 20:21. Listen to these words:

So send I you—to labor unrewarded,

To serve unpaid, unloved, unsought, unknown;
To bear rebuke, to suffer scorn and scoffing,

So send I you to toil for me alone.

So send I you—to bind the bruised and broken,
O’er wandering souls to work, to weep, to wake;
To bear the burdens of a world o’'weary,

So send I you to suffer for My sake.

So send I you—to loneliness and longing

With heart a hungering for the loved and known,
Forsaking home and kindred, friend and dear ones,
So send I you to know my love alone.

So send I you—to leave your life’s ambition,
To die to dear desire, self-will resign;

To labor long in love where men revile you,
So send I you to lose your life in Mine.
(source unknown)

That’s Paul. He has been sent to the Gentiles and he’s a Jew.
And he’s sent on a mission to share the gospel of Jesus Christ
with the Gentile world.



Now let’s pick up at verse 22. Paul’s continuing along the path
of the personal.

v. 22 For this reason I have often been hindered from
coming to you;

“For—REASON.

“For this reason I have often been hindered from coming to

KL

you,

Now what does he mean when he says that? Why has he “been
hindered”? The reason he’s been “hindered” is every time he
makes plans to go to Rome, some other ministry opportunity
pops up and so he stays where he 1s. And that’s basically what
he did when he quoted that Isaiah 52 passage.

“I'm going and telling people who don’t know. And I just get
my plans all set to go to Rome and here comes another
ministry opportunity. So obviously I have to do this. That’s the
Lord’s will for me to do what needs to be done here. I need to
stay here until my work is done then I can come to Rome. I
was being hindered many times. I wanted to come to you.”

Now i1s God in control? Yes. Can God hinder us from making a
mistake and doing something wrong if we're sensitive to His
leadership? We better believe 1t!

The only problem we have is Satan is in the hindering
business too.
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In 1 Thessalonians 2 Paul said:

1 Thessalonians 2:18

I wanted to come to you Thessalonians twice but Satan
hindered us.

“He broke up the road—kept us from coming.”

Now how do we determine whether God is the one doing the
hindering or Satan is the one doing the hindering?

Well, we don’t have to walk with the Lord very long before we
realize when the ugly, evil one is involved in the hindering
process. And whether or not the Lord is putting up a barrier
and stopping us from moving in that direction.

Paul had no problem ascertaining the difference because
Satan 1s always up to no good. It is always something very

ugly.

Now does God triumph over Satan’s hindrance? What
happened because Paul never got to Thessalonica? First and
Second Thessalonians. We're blessed today because he never
oot there. And here Paul has been wanting to go to Rome for a
long time and he hasn’t been able to go.

That word “hindered” is used in several other neat places.
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Galatians 5:7

You were running well; who hindered you...

Here they are walking with the Lord in grace and then comes
the teaching that they were under Law instead of grace. And
so they quit making progress.

And then another one is in 1 Peter 3:7. When we’re out of sorts
with our spouse, our prayers will be hindered—won’t get out
of the rafters. So we better be in fellowship with our spouse if
we're going to be in fellowship with the Lord or our prayers
can be hindered.

Now he’s saying here: “I've wanted to come a number of times
but I've been hindered.”

v. 23 but now, having no further place in these regions,
and having a desire to come to you for many years,

“but now,”— When we get to the “but now,” that’s what it was
and that’s what it’s been like—“but now,”

TWO THINGS:
1. “having no further place in these regions,”
2. “and having a desire to come to you for many years,”

Having a hard time ascertaining the will of God? Well, here is
12



a graphic illustration laying right before us in these two
verses of how we can begin to determine the will of God in our
life if we really want to know what God’s will 1s. And if we
really want to do it and go for it no matter what it 1s.

There are THREE PHRASES there.
Phrase #1: “I have often been hindered.”

When it 1sn’t God’s will, He 1s famous for shutting the door.
And listen, we are going to know it when He shuts the door.

God has a way of shutting the door. And we can think that
we're on track and we're doing it and “BAM!” The door 1s
closed.

He’s a sovereign friend and He'll flat out let us know so we
don’t have to get so upset and worried about this mysterious
ascertaining of the will of God.

Phrase #2: “having no further place.”

What’s that tell us? That tells us he’s done. He feels like he’s
pretty well touched people in the whole area of Asia Minor
and that he’s done his job.

Remember in our last study? He says, “I've gone from
Jerusalem to Illyricum—the end of the road. I've been all over

this place! In sandals even, preaching the Gospel.”
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And now he says:
1. I've been hindered a lot but...

2. there’s another thing to consider now—“[I am] having no
further place.”

“I feel like my ministry is finished here.”
Phrase #3: “having a desire.”
Does God honor our desires?

“Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desires
of your heart.” (ref. Psalm 37:4)

He put them there! And they are to glorify Him. He’s going to
give us the desires of our heart.

Paul says, “I've been wanting to come to you for many years
and I've been hindered a bunch, but now two things are
happening”:

1. “I'm feeling finished” and

2. “there’s still the desire to do 1t.”

v. 24 whenever I am going to Spain—for I am hoping to
see you when we are passing through, and to be
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helped on my way there by you, when I have first
enjoyed your company for awhile—

“whenever I am going to Spain—for I am hoping to see you
when we are passing through, and to be helped on my way
there by you, when I have first enjoyed your company for
awhile—"

Now he’s inviting himself. And he’s saying basically, “Look,
I've made a plan. The furthest place I can go west 1s Spain.”
Go west young man! Go west! “And on my way there—the
furthest point—I already have it logistically plotted out on the
map—I'm stopping in Rome. And I'm going to be there with
you for a while. And while I am there, I want you to take
enough offerings to send me on to Spain. And send me on my
way after I've enjoyed your company.”

Now 1is it right to set goals in the will of God? Is it right to lay
plans? Why yes.

One writer said:

(Finding the Heart to Go On by Lynn Anderson)

We may live on by effort and plan
When the fine bloom of living 1s shed
But God pity the little that’s left of a man
When the last of his dreams 1s dead.
—William Herbert Carruth
p. 109
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Paul still has something to do and he’s ready to go.
Now we have another “but now,” don’t we? Look at verse 25.

v. 25 but now, I am going to Jerusalem serving the
saints.

“but now,”—again—"“I am going to Jerusalem serving the
saints.”

There’s one thing that hasn’t been done yet. He hadn’t quite
finished and he knows that. And the one thing he has to do 1s
to take the R.O.T.S. fund to Jerusalem.

Now he’s been going through all these Gentile churches and
he’s formed the R.O.T.S. fund, which 1s the Relief of the
Saints. And he takes these offerings and he’s going to take
them to Jerusalem to give to these poor people who are having
an economic hard time. And the Gentile Christians are excited
about helping and they’ve taken quite a collection.

He has one thing to do. Here he is writing this letter from
Corinth and he’s saying, “Folks, I've got one deal. I've got to go
to Jerusalem and deliver the offering and then I'm getting on
a boat and I'm heading to Rome on my way to Spain. And I'm
going to get a chance to see you. But for right now, I'm going
to Jerusalem serving the saints.”

That’s a key to his ministry. He’s always serving others.
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Giving freely of himself, “serving the saints.” That’s the
characteristic of his life. He gives, he gives and he gives.

Now, in “serving the saints,” he’s collected this offering and he
says: “now, I am going to Jerusalem.”

Here comes the big one.

Is it right for Paul to go to Jerusalem on this occasion to
deliver this offering when he gets some really negative press?
Okay, he gets on the boat and the boat lands in Tyre, which 1s
north of Caesarea a little.

When he gets off the boat at Tyre, he 1s greeted by a group of
Christians who say: “Paul, you're out of the will of God. You
are going to get hurt if you go to Jerusalem. The Lord made it
clear to us that you are going to face real adversity in
Jerusalem.”

Now Paul doesn’t even let that phase him. He gets back on the
boat, goes down to Caesarea, and spends some time with
Philip. Philip has four daughters who are prophetesses and
Agabus comes up from Jerusalem—he’s a prophet. He takes
Paul’s belt, wraps it around his hand and his feet and he says;
“Paul, God told me this i1s what’s going to happen to you if you
g0 to Jerusalem!”

Luke said, “We all tried to persuade Paul not to go but Paul
said, ‘What do you mean breaking my heart?” And then what
do they say? “Finally we said may the will of the Lord be
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done.”

A lot of times when i1t comes to determining the will of God,
some of the people that are the closest to us can get us into the
deepest water.

“Oh! I don’t want you to go off to Russia or Africa! That’s
dangerous!”

God’s saying, “Go friend! Go! And I go before you and I bless
you 1n your ministry.”

Some people can really stand in the way of the will of God by
using their emotions to manipulate.

“Oh, what’ll I do without you? I'll be home alone!”

God has given a mandate and a call. Paul knows he’s going
and he knows the price and he isn’t scared. And he’s going on
anyway to Jerusalem.

Now, 1s he in the will of God? Or 1s he being stubborn and
bullheaded?

“now, I am going to Jerusalem serving the saints.”
v. 26 For it was the good pleasure of Macedonia and
Achaia to make a contribution for the poor among

the saints in Jerusalem.
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“For it was the good pleasure of Macedonia and Achaia to
make a contribution for the poor among the saints in
Jerusalem.”

Now we need some geography there. When he says
“Macedonia” what’s he mean?

Three churches:

Philippi,

Thessalonica, and

Berea.

Those three churches were in much poverty and yet they
sacrificially gave to this fund to help the poor saints in

Jerusalem.

Then he dropped to Achaia—remember he established the

church in Corinth. He made a real 1ssue with the Corinthian
church that they participate in this offering because they weré

going to in the first place. And finally, he had to admonish
them to send in their funds and to take care of this and they
did.

“1t was the good pleasure of Macedonia and Achaia” to give the

tithe. Is that what it says? Huh? Is that what it says?

We don’t find the tithe in the New Testament. It’s a
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contribution.

2 Corinthians 9:7

Let every man as he purposes in his heart, so let him give. Not
grudgingly or of necessity. God loves a cheerful giver.

Just like our convictions are our personal matter, so is our
giving our personal matter. It’s nobody else’s business. And weé
need not be put on a guilt trip that we are out of God’s will if
we're giving less than ten percent. That’s the Law and we are
under grace.

And under grace we have one of two options. We can sow
sparingly and reap sparingly or we can sow bountifully and
reap bountifully. And on our print out at the Judgement Seat
of Christ there’s going to be what we gave so we can decide
whether that’s going to be acceptable or not when we get
there. We decide ourselves. That’s between us and the Lord.
Don’t let others put us on that kind of trip. He doesn’t say
that. He calls it “contribution” here.

They wanted to make a “contribution for the poor among the
saints in Jerusalem.”

They wanted to give. They were generous.

Haddon Robinson tells about a guy who was ticked off at his
wife because she’s got a cat that just drove him crazy. She
loved the cat more than him. And this is the story:
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(The Solid Rock Construction Company by Haddon W.
Robinson)

A man in New York City had a wife who had a cat.
Actually, the cat had her. She loved the cat. She stroked it,
combed its fur, fed 1t, and pampered it. The man detested the
cat. He was allergic to cat hair; he hated the smell of the litter
box; he couldn’t stand the scratching on the furniture; and he
couldn’t get a good night’s sleep because the cat kept jumping
on the bed. When his wife was out of town for the weekend, he
put the cat in a bag with some rocks, dumped it in the Hudson
River, and uttered a joyful good-bye to the cat. When his wife
returned and could not find her cat, she was overwhelmed
with grief.

Her husband said, “Look, honey, I know how much that
cat meant to you. I’'m going to put an ad in the paper and give
a reward of five hundred dollars to anyone who finds the cat.”

No cat showed up, so a few days later he said, “Honey, you
mean more to me than anything on earth. If that cat is
precious to you, it is precious to me. I'll tell you what I'll do.
I'll buy another ad and raise the ante. We'll increase the
reward to one thousand dollars.”

A friend saw the ad and exclaimed, “You must be nuts;
there 1sn’t a cat on earth that is worth a thousand dollars.”

The man replied, “Well, when you know what I know, you
can afford to be generous.”

p. 55

One great story came out of Charles Haddon Spurgeon’s life.
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He often traveled away from London to preach in small
groups. And on a rare occasion he went to preach to this small
ogroup and as the believers, he had been warned, that they
would give reimbursement but only if they weren’t too much
under conviction from his message. And so he preached a real
hard sermon that hit a bunch of pet sins and naturally when
1t came time to take the offering, they didn’t have a collection
box so he passed his old hat around for an offering. And sure
enough, nobody contributed anything and Spurgeon was equal
to the occasion. He just bowed his head and he said, “I thank
Thee Lord that these old skin flints have at least given me
back my hat.”

(source unknown)

Oh goodness!

v. 27 For it was their good pleasure [to do so], and they
are indebted to them. For if the Gentiles shared in
their spiritual things, they are obligated to minister
to them also in material things.

“For it was their good pleasure”™—these are the Gentile
Christians in Macedonia and Achaia—“[to do so], and they aré
indebted to them.”—that is to the Jews—“For if the Gentiles
shared in their spiritual things,”—because the message came
out of the Jews and from Jerusalem—*“they’—the Gentiles—
“are obligated to minister to them also in material things.”

(Galatians 6:6
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Let the one who 1s taught the word of God share all good
things with him who does the teaching.

v. 28 Therefore, when I have finished this, and have
sealed to them this fruit, I will go on by way of you
to Spain.

“Therefore, when I have finished this, and have sealed to
them”—WHAT?—“this fruit,”—not the tithe—"“I will go on by
way of you to Spain.”

“Therefore, when I finish this,” when I get to Jerusalem and I
“sealed to them this fruit’—what does that phrase mean?

Paul was so honorable and above board in fiscal matters that
he’s going to get a receipt. And he’s going to get a receipt for
the exact amount that is given so he can go back and report to
each of the churches exactly the dollars and cents that were
given 1n this fund and from all of these collections.

He was a faithful steward and he “seals to them this fruit.” So
with integrity and decency and being above board, he goes to
do that and then he says, “I'm going to come to you.”

Now isn’t it gracious of the Lord to not tell us what’s coming
ahead? Paul has no idea really how bad it’s going to get before
he ever gets to Rome. What stands between him and Rome
right now?

He gets to Jerusalem, he stirs up a riot, almost gets killed,
23



gets put into prison. He’s in prison for two years, appeals to
Caesar, and then finally he’s sent to Rome on a ship. He gets
on the ship and for two weeks he’s in a storm in the sea. They
finally shipwreck and after he shipwrecks, he’s trying to get
some dry wood for a fire and a snake bites him. And then after
that he finally makes it to Rome.

Now does he go to Rome in the fullness of the Gospel of
Christ? Too many times from point A to point B, God
graciously doesn’t tell us what He’s doing with us while He’s
walking us through all of these adversities.

And those people who don’t believe that Paul’s in the will of
God are just saying, “Well Paul, it serves you right. You're out
of the will of God. Having a shipwreck and snakes biting you
and doing all that dumb stuff because you’re out of the will of

God!”
That’s not the case:

Isaiah 55:8, 9

“My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways,” saith the Lord. “For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, my thoughts
than your thoughts.”

v. 29 And I am knowing that when I am coming to you, I
will come in the fulness of the blessing of Christ.
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“And I am knowing that when I am coming to you, I will come
in the fulness of the blessing of Christ.”

Now did he? He says, “I knew it! And when I get there, it’s

going to be wonderful. Two years prison, shipwreck, snakes—
all of that.” Yes, he did.

Now don’t knock it because out of that prison sentence came
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon—four
wonderful indications of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ
upon Paul and his ministry.

v. 30 Now I am urging you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus
Christ and by the love of the Spirit to strive
together with me in your prayers to God for me,

“Now I am urging you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and
by the love of the Spirit to strive together with me in your
prayers to God for me,”

Now before we go further, notice the TRINITY 1is there in
verse 307

We have the Lord Jesus Christ, God the Father and God the
Spirit.

What’s Paul saying?
Remember what he said in 2 Thessalonians? He said, “I'm

praying for you in these specific areas but I'm asking you to
25



pray for me in these specific areas. Pray that the Word of God
will have free course and pray that I will be protected from
evil, perverted men.”

And Paul says the only way we're going to get there 1is to pray
for us and intercede before the Lord in these specific areas.

“I am urging you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by
the love of the Spirit to strive together with me in your
prayers to God for me,”

Do we pray? Are we faithful to pray? And is the Lord blessing?

Patsy Clairmont says:

(God Uses Cracked Pots by Patsy Clairmont)

Kneeling is a proper spiritual position, but for me it is
physically defeating. I get leg cramps, go numb and limp
pitifully the rest of the day. It seems like poor advertising to
tell people I've been debilitated by my prayer time.

p. 54

Robert Fulghum has this story:

(Uh-Oh by Robert Fulghum)

Emily, five, has become a grace fanatic. Or, in her own terms,
“a great amenner.”
Though her family is not particularly religious and has
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not previously had a tradition of prayer before meals, Emily is
now committed to the custom. ...

Hello. This is Emily. I'm fine, how are you?

Thanks for the sky and birds and stuff.

Actually, I'm having a pretty good week.

And thanks for the mashed potatoes, but not for the lima
beans.

I thank you really much for the meatloaf.

And thanks for the chairs, and the tables, and the doors,
and the couch and the television and the walls and the roof
and the bed and the bathroom and the towels and the grass
and the clouds and the street and...

(By now her eight-year-old brother, who says his prayers
in private, is beginning to grit his teeth and roll his eyes into
the back of his head as he endures what he thinks is a
shameless shuck on Emily’s part—and Emily knows she’d
better shut up now or she will suffer later, so she ends.)
“Take care. Amen, from Emily.”

Her parents think of this daily vesper as the Emily
Report. She’s found a way to get her family to sit still and
listen to her—something that doesn’t happen too much during
the daily traffic of family life.

As she prays, her father peeks at his five-year-old. He
wants to be sure he sees her. He wants to remember his
youngest child like this—as she heads out the door of
innocence into the world-as-it-is. ...

Hello. This is Emily. It’s a good day here, after all. 'm
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really sorry for what I did and I won’t ever do it again.
Please help Poppy. Thanks for dogs and cats.
Thanks, again, for more mashed potatoes.
Please try to do something about lima beans.
I really want to thank you especially for my birthday
which 1s coming soon.
Thanks for friends. But not for people who are jerks
[looking at her brother].
Take care and keep in touch. Amen. From Emily
pp. 140-42

v. 31 that I may be delivered from those who are
disobedient in Judea, and that my service for
Jerusalem may become well-pleasing to the saints;

“that I may be delivered from those who are disobedient in
Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may become well-
pleasing to the saints;”

Now does God answer that prayer of deliverance from those
who are against him in Jerusalem? Yes, He does.

The deliverance 1s a whole lot different than what he had
planned. And many times God does deliver but His

deliverance i1s totally different from anything we could have
thought of.

Psalm 50:15

call upon me in the day of trouble;
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and I will deliver thee, and thou shall glorify me.

We put terms on that deliverance and we think it’s going to be
comfortable, it’s going to be wonderful and God’s just going to
solve all the problems. It’s going to be great! And it doesn’t
come out that way.

For Paul it doesn’t either. He nearly got killed. He stirred a
riot up in the temple. And if those Roman soldiers hadn’t comé
down and taken him to the barracks, it would have been all
over.

There were forty Jews who said they weren’t going to eat until
he was dead. They took a vow to kill him. And he had the
Calvary take him to Caesarea to stand before Festus. Festus
forgot about him and then Felix left him there and he was
there for two years before he finally was sent by ship to Rome
1n order to make his appeal as a prisoner before Caesar.

So he was “delivered from those who are disobedient in
Judea.”

But the next phrase says:

“that my service for Jerusalem may become well-pleasing to
the saints;”

Now why wouldn’t it be? Why wouldn’t it be “well-pleasing”?

Well, there are THREE REASONS:
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1. Some people really don’t like charity.

And it really grinds against them to have somebody do
something for them. These Jews are pretty proud and
especially for some scum of the earth like Gentiles, helping
them with their financial things. It’s one thing to accept
charity but from them?! And that was the first thing.

And then the second thing was:

2. Hey look! This is unclean money. It comes from Gentile
dogs.

And so, they have that to overcome.
But then thirdly:

3. Who’s the guy bringing the gift but Paul? This guy who
was on the Sanhedrin and was so adamant about killing
Christians has now become one and he’s spending all the time
with the filth of the earth. He doesn’t have any time for us
anymore.

So all three of those things were tough and Paul had some
legitimate fears. And if he’s like most of us, with those fears
we wouldn’t have gone.

v. 32 so that I may come to you in joy by the will of God
and find [refreshing] rest in your company.
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“so that I may come to you in joy by the will of God”—KEY
PHRASE.

“so that I may come to you in joy by the will of God and find
[refreshing] rest in your company.”

Every one of those things most likely happened. Can he come
to them in “the will of God” by joy, having gone through prison
sentence, shipwreck, snakes and everything he’s been
through—can he do that? Better believe it.

When we really have a manifestation of the Spirit in our life,
we are filled with joy. There’s just a joy that’s in our heart
that we're being faithful and God’s been smiling on us all day
and everything is okay. And there 1s a sense of well-being
flooding up in our being—a sense of joy.

Barbara Johnson has this story in one of her books:

(Stick a Geranium in Your Hat and Be Happy! by Barbara
Johnson)

I am writing in response to your request concerning Block
No. 1 on the insurance form which asked for the cause of
injuries, wherein I put “Trying to do the job alone.” You said
you needed more information, so I trust that the following will
be sufficient.

I am a bricklayer by trade, and on the day of [my]
injuries, I was working alone, laying brick around the top of a
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four-story building, when I realized that I had about five
hundred pounds of brick left over. Rather than carry the
bricks down by hand, I decided to put them in a barrel and
lower them by pulley, which was fastened to the top of the
building. I secured the end of the rope at ground level and
went up to the top of the building and loaded the bricks into
the barrel and flung the barrel out with the bricks in it. Then
I went down and untied the rope, holding it securely to insure
the slow descent of the barrel.

As you will note on Block No. 6 of the insurance form, I
welgh 150 pounds. Due to the shock of being jerked off the
ground so swiftly, I lost my presence of mind and forgot to let
go of the rope. Between the second and third floors, I met the
barrel coming down. This accounts for the bruises and
lacerations on my upper body. Regaining my presence of mind;
again I held tightly to the rope and proceeded rapidly up the
side of the building, not stopping until my right hand was
jammed in the pulley. This accounts for my broken thumb.

Despite the pain, I retained my presence of mind and held
tightly to the rope. At approximately the same time, however,
the barrel of bricks hit the ground and the bottom fell out of
the barrel. Devoid of the weight of the bricks, the barrel now
weighed about fifty pounds. I refer you again to Block No. 6
and my weight. As you would guess, I began a rapid descent.
In the vicinity of the second floor, I met the barrel coming up.
This explains the injuries to my legs and lower body. Slowed
only slightly, I continued my descent, landing on the pile of
bricks. Fortunately, my back was only sprained and the
internal injuries were minimal. I'm sorry to report, however,
that at this point I again lost my presence of mind and let go
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of the rope. As you can imagine, the empty barrel crashed
down on me.

I trust this answers your concern. Please know that I am
finished with trying to do the job alone [again].
pp. 79-80

We read something like that and that’s Christian experience,
1sn’t 1t? When it rains it pours! We get on a roll and we just

keep going! We wonder whenever it’s going to let up.

“so that I may come to you in joy by the will of God and find
[refreshing] rest in your company.”

We saved the best till last.

v. 33 Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen.

“Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen.”

That 1s the THIRD BENEDICTION 1n the fifteenth chapter.
Let’s meditate on those three benedictions for just a second.
Benediction #1 is in verse 5:

“Now may the God of perseverance and encouragement give to
you to be thinking the same thing with one another according

to Christ Jesus.”

Benediction #2—verse 13:
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“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, that you may be abounding in hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit.”

Benediction #3—verse 33:

“Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen.”

Okay, now how 1s God characterized in those verses?

In one of our previous studies we saw “the God of
perseverance’ and “the God...of encouragement.”

And then in verse 13, He 1s “the God of hope.”
And now, He’s “the God of peace.”

He’s the God of whatever our need 1s. Whatever we bring to
Him, He 1s indeed the God of that to us.

Do we need perseverance? Do we need encouragement? Do we
need hope? Or do we need peace? He’s the God of that.

Philippians 4:6, 7

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made

known unto God. And the peace of God, that passes all

understanding, shall guard your hearts and minds through
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Christ Jesus.

A sense of peace that everything is okay.
God is on the throne and He has it in control.
We get eleven lessons from our text.

Lesson #1: It 1s a good thing for us to plan and set goals for
the future, but they must be flexible.

Lesson #2: Two things were causing Paul to feel that the Lord
was leading him elsewhere:

1. He was finished in the immediate area of ministry
2. He was having an increasing desire to do something else.

LESSON #3: Psalm 37:4:

Delight yourself in the Lord
and he will give you the desires of your heart.

LESSON #4: Paul’s desires are being subjected to his duty for
the present.

Lesson #5: Giving should be a voluntary matter.
Lesson #6: Those who share in the good spiritual things also

have material obligations.
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Lesson #7: Paul 1s careful to protect his integrity by getting a
receipt for his gift.

Lesson #8: You can “come in the fulness of the blessing of
Christ” and still be going through very difficult times.

Lesson #9: Agonizing prayer is the secret to Paul’s faithful
ministry.

Lesson #10: No matter what happens in our lives the God of
peace 1s still ruling in our hearts.

Lesson #11: There are still untold millions untold. Can you
hear the Lord’s voice saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will
oo for us?” Will you respond with Isaiah’s words, “Here am I,
Lord, send me”?

There 1s a verse of Scripture that says, “there 1s safety in a
multitude of counselors.” (ref. Proverbs 11:14)

And while we’re ascertaining the will of God, we want to be
very careful that we’re seeking the advice of others.

There’s a wonderful verse in Proverbs 8:34 which says:
Proverbs 8:34

Blessed 1s the man who listens to Me,
watching daily at My doors,
waiting at My doorway.
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Just waiting for His will to be revealed.

Father, we thank You for Your Word. Father, we just want
Your will. And as Proverbs 8:34 reminds us, we want to be
standing at Your door listening and waiting for You to make
clear to us what it is You want us to do. And that we’ll have
the courage to rise above our fears and to take the next step
and to be faithful in the discharging of our stewardship in the
days that remain for us here to serve You. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.
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NOTES

v. 22 For this reason I have often been hindered from coming to
you;

v. 23 but now, having no further place in these regions, and having
a desire to come to you for many years,

v. 24 whenever I am going to Spain—for I am hoping to see you
when we are passing through, and to be helped on my way there
by you, when I have first enjoyed your company for awhile—

v. 25 but now, I am going to Jerusalem serving the saints.

v. 26 For it was the good pleasure of Macedonia and Achaia to
make a contribution for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem.
v. 27 For it was their good pleasure [to do so], and they are
indebted to them. For if the Gentiles shared in their spiritual
things, they are obligated to minister to them also in material
things.

v. 28 Therefore, when I have finished this, and have sealed to
them this fruit, I will go on by way of you to Spain.

v. 29 And I am knowing that when I am coming to you, I will come
in the fulness of the blessing of Christ.

v. 30 Now I am urging you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and
by the love of the Spirit to strive together with me in your prayers
to God for me,

v. 31 that I may be delivered from those who are disobedient in
Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may become well-
pleasing to the saints;

v. 32 so that I may come to you in joy by the will of God and find
[refreshing] rest in your company.

v. 33 Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen.
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QUESTIONS
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4. Why 1s Paul urgent about going to Jerusalem, according to

3. Outline Paul’s projected itinerary, according to verses 24
verse 267

1. Read Romans 15:22-33 and in your own words pull out the
& 25.

main thought of this passage.
2. What has often happened to Paul’s travel plans, according

to verse 227
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5. What do you think Paul means by the phrase in verse 29
“I will come 1n the fulness of the blessing of Christ”?
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7. How does Paul want to come to the Romans, according to

verse 327

6. What does Paul ask them to do for him in verses 30 & 317

8. What i1s Paul’s wish for them, according to verse 33?
9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: It is a good thing for us to plan and set goals for
the future, but they must be flexible.

LESSON #2: Two things were causing Paul to feel that the
Lord was leading him elsewhere: 1) He was finished in
the immediate area of ministry; and 2) He was having an
increasing desire to do something else.

LESSON #3: “Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you
the desires of your heart” (Psalm 37:4).

LESSON #4: Paul’s desires are being subjected to his duty for
the present.

LESSON #5: Giving should be a voluntary matter.

LESSON #6: Those who share in the good spiritual things also
have material obligations.
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LESSON #7: Paul is careful to protect his integrity by getting
a receipt for his gift.

LESSON #8: You can “come in the fullness of the blessing of
Christ” and still be going through very difficult times.

LESSON #9: Agonizing prayer is the secret to Paul’s faithful
ministry.

LESSON #10: No matter what happens in our lives the God of
peace 1s still ruling in our hearts.

LESSON #11: There are still untold millions untold. Can you
hear the Lord’s voice saying, “Whom shall I send, and whe
will go for us?” Will you respond with Isaiah’s words,
“Here am I, Lord, send me”?
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