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A Practical Study of DANIEL 

 

“Our God Reigns” 

 

 

Study Number One -- Daniel 1:1-21 

 

(Citation: From the newsletter of Richard Stearns, president 

of World Vision; submitted by Jeffrey D. Arthurs) 

 

This is from PreachingToday.com. This is genuine, this is true. 

 

A three year old girl from Rochester, New York received an 

application for a platinum Visa card. That so amused her 

mother that she filled it out listing her daughter’s occupation 

as “toddler” and leaving the income line blank. She also wrote 

on the application, I would like to have a credit card to buy 

some toys but I’m only three and mommy says no. The card 

arrived two weeks later. Can you believe it! 

(source unknown) 

 

Bouncing into the book of Daniel is really one of the most 

exciting things.  

 

Daniel is one incredible individual and he stands tall with 

some of the other very significant biblical characters. He’s one 

of those men who we don’t find any negative press on. His 

integrity is total and in fact he’s a lot like Joseph. He’s a 

character that steps off the pages of Scripture and blesses us 

with what he has to say.  
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 2 

 

Now, a verse of Scripture that lets God tell us how he feels 

about this man is: 

 

Ezekiel 14:12-14  

 

The word of the Lord came to me: “Son of man, if a country 

sins against me by being unfaithful and I stretch out my hand 

against it to cut off its food supply and send famine upon it 

and kill its men and their animals, even if these three men–

Noah, Daniel and Job–were in it, they could save only 

themselves by their righteousness, declares the Sovereign 

Lord. 

 

Isn’t that interesting that the Lord would mention those three 

guys?  

 

How does God feel about each of us? If He was picking out 

some people for the world to look at, what would He have to 

say about us and our condition and relationship with Him?  

 

We look at this and we long in our heart to be the kind of 

person that God would really be proud of. Be the kind of 

person that’s walking in a way that brings Him great 

pleasure.  

 

The guy we’re going to get to travel with and who wrote this 

wonderful book is a man who really walked with God. 

 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 3 

Somebody made a statement and it illustrates perfectly the 

message and the theme of the Book of Daniel: 

 

“There are no heroes in the Bible except God.” 

(Source unknown) 

 

We become fully aware of all three, what they knew and what 

they are because of God. The focus is not on the individual, the 

focus is on God. That’s the theme of the book.  

 

We could say:  

 

A Sovereign God orchestrating His purpose and plan with 

precision and perfection.  

 

Can we say that a Sovereign God is orchestrating His plan 

and His purpose in our life with precision and perfection?  

 

We say, “No, it’s not. I’m mad, I’m upset, I’m cranky. It hasn’t 

been working.”  

 

Why? God is still working His purpose and plan with precision 

and perfection in the same way He would do it internationally 

or nationally and individually. That’s where the joy comes 

from. It’s the thrill of waking up every morning that we don’t 

have to worry about who has the control and what’s going to 

happen because it’s going to be good eventually because it’s 

His deal.  

 

Now here comes our historic lesson.  

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 4 

 

Daniel was born about 625 B.C. With that in mind, we’re 

going to say that he was 95 years old and celebrated his 95th 

birthday when he wrote the Book of Daniel.  

 

It’s probably one of the last things that he did. Daniel’s life 

turned out totally different than anything he could have 

dreamed or imagined or planned. That is what’s going to make 

his life so exciting. Who would have ever thought that a little 

Jewish boy, growing up in a Christian family, living a godly 

life before the Lord would be chosen by God to be sent off to 

Babylon for all of his life. Because when he leaves for Babylon, 

he’s there until he dies.  

 

That’s the way it goes in our lives when God’s sovereign 

purpose is being worked out. With that in mind we can 

actually put down what Daniel did, when he left, how old he 

was and we can show the invasions that took place as we dig 

into the text. 

 

Let’s say then that he was born in the year of 625 B.C. 

Probably in 530 B.C. he would have been 95 years old and we 

don’t know he lived any longer after that. His whole ministry 

takes place there in the land of Babylon.  

 

In order to get the study in perspective there is only one king 

left in Israel. The Northern Kingdom is gone—721 B.C. Those 

people continued to live in idolatry and wickedness and God 

sent them off into Assyria. There was only one kingdom left 

and that’s the Southern Kingdom.  
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Right at the end of the Southern Kingdom 625 he’s born. He’s 

20 years old when he’s taken off to Babylon as the scene of the 

study opens. And so we are getting ready to dig into the text.  

 

But before we do that, one more historical lesson. So we don’t 

get confused with all these figures, look at it this way, 

Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon invaded Israel three 

times. In 605 B.C., that’s the first one we will look at, he took 

Daniel and several others hostage with him along with some 

articles from the temple. Jehoiakim the king stills stays there. 

He’s coming back in 597, that’s eight years later. When he 

comes back this time, he’s going to take Jehoiakim the king. 

He’s going to take at least ten thousand more hostages and 

everything he can get his hands on.  

 

He comes back the third time in 586 B.C. and this time he 

builds the ramp, blows up the walls, destroys the city and the 

people of the land were deported to Babylon. It took those few 

years to get that done. So we start at 605, then one in 597, and 

the final one is in 586.  

 

Now do we think Daniel could tell us that he rejoices in the 

sovereignty of God and His perfect plan and the precision that 

it went?  

 

If we’ve looked at the book of Daniel at all, we have to say that 

he would be leading the singing of “He’s Got the Whole World 

In His Hands,” because God knows exactly what He’s doing in 
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Daniel’s life. And Daniel’s convinced of it every time he opens 

His mouth.  

 

We can’t get through chapter one without being phenomenally 

impressed about how God can orchestrate things and 

accomplish it. Let’s dig into this first chapter and see what the 

Lord has for us in these exciting verses! 

 

v. 1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of 

Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to 

Jerusalem and besieged it. 

 

“In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and 

besieged it.” 

 

September 605 B.C.—This was the first invasion and Daniel 

and his three buddies were all going to be taken at this 

particular time.  

 

We have two names there that we need to talk about:  

 

1. “Nebuchadnezzar” because he is going to be in the center 

of a lot of these studies—he’s the “king of Babylon.”  

 

2. We also need to talk about “Jehoiakim” because he is a 

wicked, wicked king.  

 

When we put these two together, Nebuchadnezzar comes in 

and besieges the city.  
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Realize the relationship that Nebuchadnezzar sustains with 

Saddam Hussein? One of the things that Saddam Hussein 

lived for was to be the Nebuchadnezzar of the 20th and 21st 

century. During his reign of terror in Iraq he spent millions of 

dollars rebuilding the city of Babylon. We can go fifty miles 

south of Baghdad and we will find the remnants of the city he 

was endeavoring to build.  

 

On the coinage for Iraq he has two figures. He has 

Nebuchadnezzar and Saddam Hussein side by side. It was his 

passion and his design to fulfill what Nebuchadnezzar did, in 

our generation. If we want to listen to Saddam Hussein, here 

he is actually using the name Nebuchadnezzar in 1979 when 

he was challenging the Iraqi people with his political plan: 

 

(The Rise and Fall of Babylon by Charles Dyer) 

 

He is quoting Saddam Hussien: 

 

“What is most important to me about Nebuchadnezzar is the 

link between the Arab’s abilities and the liberation of 

Palestine. Nebuchadnezzar was, after all, an Arab from Iraq, 

albeit ancient Iraq. Nebuchadnezzar was the one who brought 

the bound Jewish slaves from Palestine. That is why, 

whenever I remember Nebuchadnezzar, I like to remind the 

Arabs–Iraqis in particular–of their historical responsibilities. 

It is a burden that should not stop them from action, but 

rather spur them into action because of their history.” 

p. 147 
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(The Rise and Fall of Babylon by Charles Dyer) 

 

Charles Dyer, a professor in Dallas, was invited by the Iraqi 

government because he was a student of Bible prophesy, to be 

there for a celebration of the beginning stages of the building 

of the city he founded and while he was there and when he got 

through, this is what he said: 

 

“Saddam Hussein has three ambitious goals: territory, 

economic power, and the elimination of the nation of 

Israel. Somehow it is not surprising that his goals reflect 

the goals of Nebuchadnezzar, who also wanted an empire, 

power, glory, and the destruction of Jerusalem. 

Like Nebuchadnezzar, Saddam Hussein is full of pride.” 

p. 148 

 

Now King Nebuchadnezzar please step on the stage for just a 

minute. If we think Saddam Hussein was vicious, we’ve never 

met Nebuchadnezzar. One writer said that this is the 

combination of Stalin, Hitler, Saddam Hussein and anybody 

else we can think of as a vicious dictator and put them all 

together and we have Nebuchadnezzar.  

 

There is one little glimpse of the violent side of 

Nebuchadnezzar and that’s in 586 B.C. when Zedekiah was 

the last king. Zedekiah tries to sneak out the back wall with 

some of his men and the Babylonian army catches him and 

brings him back. Nebuchadnezzar stands all of Zedekiah’s 

sons right up in front of him and murders every one of them. 
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When he is through, he puts out Zedekiah’s eyes and takes 

him to Babylon.  

 

We can see the vicious and violent side of him and he was 

Saddam Hussein’s hero. This was the kind of person who he 

was trying to play up and that’s what makes things like this 

seem so real   

 

What did he do in verse 1?  

 

He came to Jerusalem and he besieged it. Are we starting to 

feel sorry for Jehoiakim? He was a bad king and why is he 

where he is?  

 

When the prophet sent the message to Jehoiakim, the 

message was being read to him on a cold winter night and he 

was sitting by the fire in his winter quarters. When the scribe 

finished one part of it, he cut it off with his pen knife and 

threw it in the fire.  

 

When messing with God’s Word we’re messing with the God of 

His Word and we’re going to pay for it. The day is coming 

when accounts are going to be settled.  

 

Don’t feel sorry for Jehoiakim. He’s had every chance to be a 

godly person and he has chosen to do what he’s been doing 

and he has led the people to this point of now being invaded 

by Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon. 
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Now if we were to summarize chapter one, we would use this 

statement:  

 

Wherever life takes us and whatever it brings us, however 

difficult our problems, we must remain faithful to God.  

 

That’s what we’re going to see from that. 

 

Let’s jump right in.  

 

v. 2 And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah 

into his hand, along with some of the articles from 

the temple of God. These he carried off to the 

temple of his god in Babylonia and put in the 

treasure house of his god. 

 

“And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his 

hand, along with some of the articles from the temple of God. 

These he carried off to the temple of his god in Babylonia and 

put in the treasure house of his god.” 

 

What’s the most important phrase in verse 2?  

 

“And the Lord” 

 

It’s not Nebuchadnezzar who’s the focus. It’s not Jehoiakim 

who’s the focus. This is the sovereign God saying it’s time.  

 

“And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim”  
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Remember Habakkuk? He had a hard time, the people were 

bad. So he says to God, “I’m ticked.” This is what God’s says 

back to Habakkuk: 

 

Habakkuk 1:5-6  

 

Look at the nations and watch–and be utterly amazed. For I 

am going to do something in your days that you would not 

believe, even if you were told. I am raising up the 

Babylonians, that ruthless and impetuous people, who sweep 

across the whole earth to seize dwelling places not their own. 

They are going to judge my people. He told Habakkuk that 

before this actually happened so he could be comforted. Then 

Habakkuk really got mad and he said: How come two dirties 

make a clean? You are using a pagan nation like that to clean 

up ungodly people. And the Lord says: What I do, I do. I don’t 

have to explain what I’m doing. 

 

He chooses to use the Babylonians for taking the people into 

captivity. He took some of the articles from the temple and he 

took some hostages along with him. That gives us peace of 

mind that there’s a sovereign God in control of it all and that 

He’s accomplishing His purpose.  

 

Ken Gangel developed a commentary called Holman Old 

Testament Commentary and he starts with this: 

 

(Holman Old Testament Commentary by Kenneth O. Gangel) 
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When I agreed to write this commentary on Daniel, I had no 

idea that the opening verses of the first chapter would be 

prepared in the surgical waiting room of our local hospital. 

But here I sit, separated from the Coke machine by about 

twenty yards of pale gray carpet, the outdated magazines 

arranged neatly on a table to my right. Down the hall and 

around the corner a team of surgeons and nurses perform 

major surgery on my wife of forty-four years–a large mass in 

her uterus must be removed, and we will learn today whether 

it is malignant and how that will change our lives. Four days 

ago she was a vibrant, healthy woman, busily preparing a 

dinner party for eighteen people from our church which was 

scheduled for this evening. 

 

Then a 3:00 A.M. rush to the emergency room realigned all 

the priorities in our lives. 

 

How could this happen so quickly? Why did we not see 

symptoms earlier? What does one say to one’s wife as the 

anesthesia is injected and she begins to drift slowly out of 

consciousness? Her last words before closing her eyes formed a 

question: “Do you have anything to say to me before I go to 

surgery?” Such a moment calls for no platitudes or plaque 

rhymes, no Christian clichés or technical theology. I simply 

said, “Yes, I do. I love you, and God is in control of 

everything.” 

(source unknown) 

 

That’s all he has to say. And he has complete peace as he sits 

there working on the sovereignty of God around the corner. A 
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little further down in his exposition, this is the background, 

listen to these two statements: 

 

(Holman Old Testament Commentary by Kenneth O. Gangel) 

 

“There is a God and He is in charge of His world.” 

 

“God knows what He is doing and He’s doing it.” 

(source unknown) 

 

That helps us to know that He hasn’t forgotten us. It might 

seem like it but if we’re on hold it’s because He’s getting ready 

to do something pretty fun, just hang on and it’s going to work 

out. 

 

v. 3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court 

officials, to bring in some of the Israelites from the 

royal family and the nobility– 

 

“Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to 

bring in some of the Israelites from the royal family and the 

nobility–” 

 

What does that phrase tell us about Daniel?  

 

It tells us that he was part of the royal family. Some people 

think he was the grandson of Hezekiah. Josiah was a very 

good king and it could be that these four young men got their 

lives together when Josiah was the king because of all the 

wonderful things that had happened during his reign.  

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 14 

 

Someway he’s connected to the royal family of the tribe of 

Judah, the Southern Kingdom. We have to assume that 

because now he is going to be chosen. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar has some thoughts. Why take all these young 

men and throw them off into captivity and never let them 

realize any potential? We could use that potential in our 

kingdom.  

 

He is selfish enough to realize that. So he’s instituting some 

things to benefit the Babylonian administration. He orders 

him to bring some of these Israelites from the royal family for 

this purpose.  

 

How do we think Daniel felt when he was taken off to 

Babylon? How do we think Joseph felt when he was seventeen 

and sold into Egypt? And when he was sold into Egypt that 

was a one-way trip, he was there for the rest of his life from 

seventeen and until his death at 110 in Egypt. The only time 

he left and returned was when he buried his dad?  

 

How about Esther? This dear sweet young lady, parted from 

her parents and ends up in a Persian court for the rest of her 

life. What’s that telling us? It’s telling us that we serve Him 

from where we are. Bloom where we’re planted.  

 

We have to find our joy where we are and stop waiting for 

some miraculous ball out of heaven that’s going to take us 

somewhere. God wants to use us because He has us 
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sovereignly right where we are right now. Not some place He’s 

going to take us and we’re going to be a great witness for him. 

Right where we are, right now today, serve Him.  

 

Isn’t it amazing that our life is just complete genius from what 

we thought it was going to be? 

 

Joni Eareckson Tada’s book The God I Love is her memoirs. 

She had an assignment in her high school class to tell what 

she was going to do with her life. This is what she says: 

 

(The God I Love by Joni Eareckson) 

 

“Your turn, Joni,” someone finally said. 

“I’m thankful I have my life planned. I’m going to get good 

grades in high school, apply to a veterinary college, marry the 

man in the Marlboro cigarette commercial, live on his ranch in 

Wyoming, breed and raise horses, and qualify for the 

equestrian team and go to the Olympics.” 

It sounded like the center of me.” 

p. 112 

 

At a high school party she dove into some shallow water and 

broke her neck and became a quadriplegic and has forged an 

international world ministry that has touched more 

handicapped people than we could ever name. She does not 

reject the chair. That is trusting the Sovereign God to do what 

He wants to do. 

 

Henry Blackaby says this in his book: 
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(Day by Day with God by Henry Blackaby) 

 

“God does not ask for our opinions about what is best for our 

future, our family, our church, or our country. He already 

knows! What God wants is to get the attention of His people 

and reveal to us what is on His heart and what is His will–“for 

God’s ways are not our ways”–Isaiah 55:8, 9. Whenever people 

do not base their lives on God’s revelation, they “cast off 

restraint”. That is, they do what is right in their own eyes. 

They set their goals, arrange their agendas, and then pray for 

God’s blessings. Some Christians are living far outside the will 

of God, yet they have the audacity to pray and ask God to 

bless their efforts! The only way for you to know God’s will is 

for Him to reveal it to you. You will never discover it on your 

own. When you hear from the Father, you have an immediate 

agenda for your life: OBEDIENCE.” 

(source unknown) 

 

See what we’re saying? We have to be open and realize that 

we’re not in control. When we surrender to a sovereign God 

with precision and excitement, God things are going to start 

happening all around us. We are going to be so excited.  

 

Look who Nebuchadnezzar is going to get, this guy is not a 

dummy: 

 

v. 4 young men without any physical defect, handsome, 

showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well 

informed, quick to understand, and qualified to 
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serve in the king’s palace. He was to teach them the 

language and literature of the Babylonians. 

 

“young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing 

aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to 

understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s palace. He 

was to teach them the language and literature of the 

Babylonians.” 

 

The “Young Men” who are going to qualify for this project 

must have Six QUALIFICATIONS: 

 

1. “without any physical defect,” 

 

2. “handsome,” 

 

3. “showing aptitude for every kind of learning,” 

 

4. “well informed,” 

 

5. “quick to understand,” and 

 

6. “qualified to serve.” 

 

Today we would say they must be CHARACTERIZED by 

several things: 

 

1. have good GROOMING, 

 

2. have good SAT SCORES, 
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3. be AWARE of what is going on, 

 

4. be SHARP, 

 

5. understand SERVANTHOOD, 

 

6. be the PHI BETA KAPPAS of today, and 

 

7. be consistently on the DEAN’S LIST. 

 

Those are the kind of individuals he is going to choose. Now 

what’s their curriculum going to be? 

 

The PROJECT that was being undertaken here is described 

for us in the last part of verse 4: 

 

“He [Ashpenaz] was to teach them the language and literature 

of the Babylonians.” 

 

v. 5 The king assigned them a daily amount of food and 

wine from the king’s table. They were to be trained 

for three years, and after that they were to enter 

the king’s service. 

 

“The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from 

the king’s table. They were to be trained for three years, and 

after that they were to enter the king’s service.” 
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Here’s the next benefit. They are going to get ROOM and 

BOARD in these three years of INTENSIVE TRAINING. 

After that, if they passed the test, they would enter the king’s 

service. It was a great opportunity for these young men. 

 

Now our heroes are going to be introduced. We’ve waited until 

verse 6 to get to them, here they are: 

 

v. 6 Among these were some from Judah: Daniel, 

Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 

 

“Among these were some from Judah: Daniel, 

Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.” 

 

All four of those names indicate the parents were godly 

parents because they have names with spiritual significance.  

 

There is I A H or E L, names of God or words that would 

communicate the God of Israel in their names. And that is 

why that is going to be such a grave issue at this point. 

 

v. 7 The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, 

the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to 

Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego. 

 

“The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name 

Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; 

and to Azariah, Abednego.” 

 

Now why are they going to do that?  
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The whole purpose is to wipe out any thought of their history 

or any word that would communicate the God of Israel and 

what they’ve known and experienced in their growing up 

years. It is a brain washing experience.  

 

Now this is not abnormal, remember when Joseph interpreted 

the dream and Pharaoh elevated him, the first thing he did 

was change Joseph’s name to Zaphenath-Paneah.  

 

Genesis 41:45  

 

Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-Paneah and gave 

him Asenath, daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, to be his 

wife. And Joseph went throughout the land of Egypt. 

 

Remember Hadassah? Her name was changed and she 

became Esther to us, the heroine in the Book of Esther. 

 

Esther 2:7  

 

Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he had 

brought up because she had neither father nor mother. This 

girl, who was also known as Esther, was lovely in form and 

features, and Mordecai had taken her as his own daughter 

when her father and mother died. 

 

(The Bible Knowledge Commentary) 
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El means God and –iah . . . is an abbreviation for Yahweh, 

thus suggesting that the young men’s parents were God-

fearing people who gave them names that included references 

to God. Daniel, whose name means “God has judged” . . . 

Belteshazzar . . .means “Lady, protect the king.” . . .  

 

Hananiah (“Yahweh has been gracious”) . . . Shadrach . . .”I 

am fearful (of a god).” . . . 

 

Mishael (“Who is what God is?”) . . . Meshach . . . “I am 

despised, contemptible, humbled (before my God).” 

 

Azariah (“Yahweh had helped)” . . . Abednego “Servant of 

Nebo” . . . 

 

[We learn in] Isaiah 46:1, son of Bel, was the Babylonian god 

of writing and vegetation. He was also known as Nabu . . . 

 

Thus the chief court official . . . seemed determined to 

obliterate any testimony to the God of Israel from the 

Babylonian court. The names he gave the four men signified 

that they were to be subject to Babylon’s gods. 

(source unknown) 

 

Now when we get to verse 8 and we have some understanding 

of his history, we begin to have a real appreciation for Daniel. 

Look at what he does first. 
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v. 8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the 

royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official 

for permission not to defile himself this way. 

 

“But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food 

and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to 

defile himself this way.” 

 

How would he “defile himself”?  

 

Obviously, any food that was given to these young men had 

already been offered to idols, the wine has probably been 

poured out as an offering to idols. Plus, we have the Mosaic 

Law here and some of these foods on the table were in 

violation of their tradition and their background.  

 

We can’t help but love Daniel. There are going to be people in 

the world who scorch conservative Christians because they are 

against everything. They never do accept anybody or anything 

because it is against something. That’s the way the world 

talks about us as believers. Daniel knows there are some 

decisions we fight for and there are some things we are 

flexible enough to go along with. 

 

First of all, he can see God’s sovereign purpose in taking him 

to Babylon. He is not going to fight this extradition and be 

taken to this foreign country.  

 

Secondly, he can accept the fact that God has opened the door 

for him to have this three year training program.  
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He can even go along with the guys that are going to change 

his name. He doesn’t like being called Belteshazzar but he’s 

going to go with that because that is not a big deal. “You can 

change my name but you can’t touch my heart” is the way he 

handled that.  

 

“But now you are touching my heart and it is time for me to 

make a stand. If I do this, I will be violating my heart and my 

conscience if I do this. And I don’t care if my head is going to 

be rolling down the street tomorrow because Nebuchadnezzar 

could certainly do it quickly if these young men don’t 

cooperate fully with the privileges that he is getting ready to 

give them. He could just speak the word and they are history. 

With that kind of culture, this guy is courageous and filled 

with conviction. I want to show you what happens when a 

young guy stands up for what he believes in these times of 

very dangerous circumstances.”  

 

He resolved to not “defile himself with the royal food and 

wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to 

defile himself this way.” 

 

(Handwriting On The Wall by David Jeremiah) 

 

David Jeremiah has written a book called Handwriting on the 

Wall and he is using Daniel chapter 5 and he says: 

 

(Handwriting on the Wall by David Jeremiah) 
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“Everywhere you see a compromise stuck in the Bible you also 

see a loss.” He makes this long list of people who didn’t stand 

and do the right thing and they suffered incredibly. 

 

Adam compromised God’s law and fell right in with his wife’s 

sin. He lost paradise. 

 

Abraham compromised the truth and lied about Sarah. He 

almost lost his wife. 

 

Sarah compromised God’s Word and sent Abraham to her 

servant, Hagar, who bore Ishmael. We lost peace in the 

Middle East. 

 

Esau compromised for a meal with Jacob. He lost his 

birthright. 

 

Aaron compromised his convictions about idolatry.  He lost the 

privilege of seeing the Promised Land. 

 

Samson compromised righteous devotion as a Nazarite. He 

lost his hair, his strength, his eyes, and his life. 

 

David compromised the moral standard of God and committed 

adultery with Bathsheba and murdered Uriah. He lost his 

child. 

 

Solomon compromised his convictions and married foreign 

wives. He lost the united kingdom. 
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Ahab compromised and married Jezebel. He lost his throne. 

 

Ananias and Sapphira compromised their word about giving. 

They lost their lives. 

 

Judas compromised his supposed love for Christ for thirty 

pieces of silver. He lost his eternal soul. 

 

Is it any different today? The message of our culture is 

that if you want to get ahead, you’re going to have to break a 

few rules to do it. I believe that we are hungry in our world 

today for a few men who will stand up and say, “As Daniel 

was, so will I be.” 

The story is told about some young people who walked 

into a high school class that was taught by a godless professor. 

In one of his lectures, he said, “Will all of you who believe the 

myths of the Bible please stand.”  

Several stood. 

Then he added, “Now this semester I am going to free you 

from this religious Bible nonsense. I have read the Bible, and 

it is certainly written by a bunch of mixed-up men.” 

One young Daniel stood up and said, “Sir, the Bible is 

God’s letter to Christians, and if you are confused it’s because 

you’re reading somebody else’s mail.” 

pp. 38-39 

 

Where conviction was there was loss of life and tragic 

circumstances because of being unwilling to stand for what 

they believed in. We have so many of our young people who 

really are not standing. They are in circumstances and 
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situations and are compromising morally because of 

permissive campuses. They are doing things that are not 

glorifying God and they feel justified in doing it. 

 

Randy Alcorn in The Purity Principle said when we’re 

standing against the culture, this is what we have to do: 

 

(The Purity Principle by Randy Alcorn) 

 

“Your sanctified mind is fed on God’s Word, nourished by His 

Spirit, polices your thought life. It says yes to what pleases 

Christ and no to what doesn’t.” 

(source unknown) 

 

Because when we are in intimate fellowship with the Lord, we 

don’t rationalize. We stand for what we believe in and we 

honor our conviction. That is our greatest witness. It’s not, 

“look how self-righteous I am but I have some personal things 

and I can’t go along with this and I have to say no.” 

 

Let’s think about John Ortberg. One of his books is If You 

Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat. He 

tells a story about a Barbeque and his friends are having it 

out on the deck: 

 

(If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the 

Boat by John Ortberg) 

 

“Sometime ago we were eating dinner with some friends in 

their backyard. They had a blue light set up, and periodically 
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we would hear a ZZZZZap sound buzzing in the night. We 

asked what it was. 

 

“It’s the sound of bugs hitting a bug zapper. The light attracts 

them, they fly in and get zapped.” 

 

It went on all night long––hundreds and hundreds of bugs. 

You would think that after a while the bugs would wise up. 

You would think they would observe that the tray underneath 

the light is littered with the bodies of impulsive relatives who 

went before them. You would think some thoughtful bug 

would say, “Whoa–wait a minute! I’m not going to just blindly 

follow my desires. I notice all my friends get drawn into this, 

but they never come back. I’m going to consider just how high 

a price I’m willing to pay for the experience of a close look at 

the beautiful big blue light.” 

 

But no bug ever does this. Apparently they say to themselves, 

‘I know what I’m doing. I’m strong enough, smart enough to 

handle this attraction without getting burned. I’m not going to 

pause for reflection–I’m a buzzzzzy guy.’ 

 

All night long it went on–zap, zap, zap.” 

pp. 105-6 

 

Mike Warnke tells a cute story about a lady that is a little bit 

legalistic in one of his meetings: 
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(Turkey Soup for the Sarcastic Soul: Finding God in the 

Simple, Stupid, and Sarcastic Moments of Life by Mike 

Williams) 

 

How much make-up should a real Christian woman wear? 

His answer was: “Well it really depends on her face.” 

(source unknown) 

 

One of the neatest things that Lisa Beamer says about her 

husband Todd in her book Let’s Roll is the fun they had 

working with high school kids: 

 

(Let’s Roll! Ordinary People, Extraordinary Courage by Lisa 

Beamer with Ken Abraham) 

 

“It genuinely bothered him when he saw one of them doing 

something self-destructive or making unwise decisions. He’d 

throw an arm around a teenage guy and say something like, 

‘Dude, can’t you see that what you’re doing could possibly 

mess up the rest of your life?’” 

(source unknown) 

 

That’s the message we have to communicate to our culture 

because we have some people out there that are ruining their 

lives regularly. They are violating biblical principles.  

 

2 Corinthians 6:17, 18  

 

Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,” says 

the Lord. “And do not touch what is unclean; And I will 
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welcome you. And I will be a father to you, And you shall be 

sons and daughters to Me,” Says the Lord Almighty. 

 

Romans 12:1, 2   

 

I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to 

God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 

of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that 

which is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 

Hebrews 11:24-26  

 

By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called 

the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to endure 

ill-treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the passing 

pleasures of sin; considering the reproach of Christ greater 

riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the 

reward. 

 

In verse 9 we will see, in answer to a person who stands for 

conviction, we have a God coming in to affirm, orchestrate, 

and make it come off. Those are the God things that we miss 

when we compromise. When we stand we can count on 

something. God is going to come alongside and help us with it 

and we are going to be seeing God things. 

 

v. 9 Now God had caused the official to show favor and 

sympathy to Daniel. 
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“Now God had caused the official to show favor and sympathy 

to Daniel.” 

 

What did we read in verse 2?  

 

“And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his 

hand.” 

 

“Now God had caused the official to show favor and sympathy 

to Daniel.”  

 

This is the second time in our passage that the Lord is 

involved in some very obvious happenings. 

 

Deuteronomy 3:24  

 

“O Sovereign Lord, you have begun to show to your servant 

your greatness and your strong hand. For what god is there in 

heaven or on earth who can do the deeds and mighty works 

you do? 

 

Lord, You are just beginning to show what You can do. 

 

Proverbs 16:7  

 

When a man’s ways are pleasing to the Lord, he makes even 

his enemies live at peace with him. 

 

Did that happen to Joseph?  
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He was thrown into prison because he was falsely accused of 

sleeping with his boss’s wife. 

 

Genesis 39:21-23  

 

the Lord was with him; he showed him kindness and granted 

him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. So the warden put 

Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was 

made responsible for all that was done there. The warden paid 

no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the 

Lord was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he 

did. 

 

We take those things for granted. We think we’re lucky. We 

think, “I never dreamed that was going to happen.” We don’t 

see it as God saying, “I’m proud of you and I going to love 

showing you by pulling some things off that are God things 

that you can’t explain any other way.”  

 

Listen to this story by Franklin Graham: 

 

(The Name by Franklin Graham) 

 

In the midst of the thrill, I happened to notice another little 

boy open his box and quickly put the lid back on. He sat there 

with blue lips, shivering in the cold room. None of the children 

had warm clothing, certainly no hats or heavy coats. I went 

over thinking that he must have gotten a mismarked box; 

possibly for a girl; or perhaps there was little inside. I walked 
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over to him and examined the box as the young boy’s eyes 

followed my every move. As I lifted the lid, a T-shirt covered 

the rest of the contents, but it did not appear to have any toys, 

or anything else, that would excite a kid. But when I lifted the 

t-shirt, hidden underneath was a fleece-lined leather jacket. 

When I pulled it from the oversized shoebox and shook it out, 

the boy’s eyes doubled in size. Quivering from the chills, he 

could hardly control his emotions. I unbuttoned the jacket and 

helped him put it on . . . it was a perfect fit. How did God 

know? These boxes had been packed by German Christians 

and sent from our office in Berlin. I believe that a family in 

Germany had been touched by God to put a leather jacket in 

that shoebox. Why? For a little boy in Kosovo––a direct result 

of the prayers of God’s people. 

p. 149 

 

Those are the kind of stories that bless our socks off. It is a 

sovereign God working it out. 

 

v. 10 but the official told Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord 

the king, who has assigned your food and drink. 

Why should he see you looking worse than the 

other young men your age? The king would then 

have my head because of you.” 

 

“but the official told Daniel, ‘I am afraid of my lord the king, 

who has assigned your food and drink. Why should he see you 

looking worse than the other young men your age? The king 

would then have my head because of you.’” 
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Ashpenaz has two things to say in response to this request: 

 

1. “I am afraid” and 

 

2. “Why?” 

 

When we see the kind of tyrant that Nebuchadnezzar is, we 

can understand why Ashpenaz would be filled with anxiety 

and fear. The possibility of paying with his life would be very 

real.  

 

Daniel realizes that he has lost, so in verse 11 instead of going 

back to Ashpenaz. He goes to the guard. 

 

v. 11 Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief 

official had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, 

Mishael and Azariah. 

 

“Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had 

appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.” 

 

Verses 12 & 13 are now his proposal. 

 

v. 12 “Please test your servants for ten days: Give us 

nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink. 

 

“‘Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but 

vegetables to eat and water to drink.” 

 

(The Bible Knowledge Commentary) 
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When Daniel’s request seemed to have been denied by the 

chief official . . . Daniel approached the guard whom Ashpenaz 

placed over the four youths and requested a 10-day trial 

period . . . 

 

His request is for vegetables which literally means, “Sown 

Things.” It may also include grains. In the law, there were no 

vegetables that were unclean. 

p. 1331 

 

v. 13 Then compare our appearance with that of the 

young men who eat the royal food, and treat your 

servants in accordance with what you see.” 

 

“Then compare our appearance with that of the young men 

who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in accordance 

with what you see.’” 

 

Now, for the rest of the study, when we see the word “So”, 

there’s a God thing. 

 

v. 14 So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days. 

 

“So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days.” 

 

That’s a God thing. In these difficult circumstances he is 

trying to honor God and now the guard accepts his proposal 

and says he agrees with it and let it go for “ten days.” God did 

that. 
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v. 15 At the end of the ten days they looked healthier 

and better nourished than any of the young men 

who ate the royal food. 

 

“At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better 

nourished than any of the young men who ate the royal food.” 

 

(Holman Old Testament Commentary by Kenneth O. Gangel) 

 

“No surprise here. When people take their stand for God and 

follow His principles, they will always pass the test with flying 

colors.” 

p. 24 

 

It’s going to turn out that way. 

 

v. 16 So the guard took away their choice food and the 

wine they were to drink and gave them vegetables 

instead. 

 

“So the guard took away their choice food and the wine they 

were to drink and gave them vegetables instead.” 

 

They now will be able to honor the Lord and belly up to the 

table and reap the benefits along with the rest of the guys. 

That is a God thing. He agreed and took away the choice food. 

 

Now God gives them some gifts for ministry and this will be 

better explained as we go on in the book. 
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v. 17 To these four young men God gave knowledge and 

understanding of all kinds of literature and 

learning. And Daniel could understand visions and 

dreams of all kinds. 

 

“To these four young men God gave knowledge and 

understanding of all kinds of literature and learning. And 

Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds.” 

 

That will come into play beautifully when we get further into 

chapter 2 and episode 4.  

 

Sometimes we read through the Bible and we find some verses 

we never saw before. Finding these verses was another God 

thing. 

 

Isaiah 50:4, 5 (NLT)  

 

The Sovereign LORD has given me his words of wisdom, so 

that I know what to say to all these weary ones. Morning by 

morning he wakens me and opens my understanding to his 

will. The Sovereign LORD has spoken to me, and I have 

listened. I do not rebel or turn away. 

 

v. 18 At the end of the time set by the king to bring 

them in, the chief official presented them to 

Nebuchadnezzar. 
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“At the end of the time set by the king to bring them in, the 

chief official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar.” 

 

They are going to see if it’s going to work. 

 

v. 19 The king talked with them, and he found none 

equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so 

they entered the king’s service. 

 

v. 20 In every matter of wisdom and understanding 

about which the king questioned them, he found 

them ten times better than all the magicians and 

enchanters in his whole kingdom. 

 

v. 21 And Daniel remained there until the first year of 

King Cyrus. 

 

“The king talked with them, and he found none equal to 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the 

king’s service.” 

 

“In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which 

the king questioned them, he found them ten times better 

than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.” 

 

“And Daniel remained there until the first year of King 

Cyrus.” 

 

That is sixteen years. He’s there until he’s about 80 something 

years of age and he is also there thru the third year of Cyrus. 
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So we do know that he does make it to 90 or 95 before he dies 

and most likely he lived to be 95. That’s when the book was 

written. 

 

What we want to talk about now is our personal surrender to 

the sovereignty of God. We haven’t seen an Old Testament 

story here that is not relevant. We have seen a story about 

four guys who surrendered themselves to a plan that they 

didn’t really like. And God is going to use them mightily 

chapter after chapter. 

 

Are we willing to totally surrender to His sovereignty?  

 

Are we willing to follow Him, to have complete control in our 

life, yielding up everything to Him?  

 

We might be saying, “That’s going to be tough. I can go along 

with a joint venture but this total surrender stuff is not going 

to work.”  

 

We’re going to be the loser if we’re compromising. 

 

(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) 

 

When I was in school back in college, Harry Stam was our 

missions director. His brother was John Stam and John died, 

beheaded in China. I did not know that he was married to 

Betty. I had read the book The Triumph of John and Betty 

Stam. They were killed by the Communist in China. This is 

Betty and how she fits into the whole story: 
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“Betty Scott grew up in China, where her parents were 

missionaries. She returned to the United States at the age of 

seventeen for her last year of high school, followed by college 

and Bible Institute. During those years Betty penned a prayer 

that has become the petition of many other believers who long 

to live a life of unconditional surrender to Jesus as Lord: 

 

Lord, I give up my own plans and purposes, all my own 

desires, hopes and ambitions, and I accept Thy will for my life. 

I give up myself, my life, my all, utterly to Thee, to be Thine 

forever. I hand over to Thy keeping all of my friendships; all 

the people whom I love are to take second place in my heart. 

Fill me now and seal me with Thy Spirit. Work out Thy whole 

will in my life at any cost, for to me to live is Christ. Amen. 

 

After completing her schooling, Betty returned to China to 

serve with the China Inland Mission. Two years later, in 

October of 1933, she married John Stam, also a CIM worker. 

In December of 1934, just weeks after the birth of their baby 

girl, John and Betty were taken hostage by hostile Communist 

soldiers, and within a few days were beheaded. Betty was 

twenty-eight years old. 

 

When she wrote, ‘Work out Thy whole will in my life at any 

cost,’ she had no way of knowing what full surrender would 

cost her. Although some might consider the cost exorbitant, I 

am confident that Betty, having laid down her life for Christ, 

would not think the price too high.” 

pp. 62-63 
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Romans 6:13 (KJV)  

 

Neither yield ye members as instruments of unrighteousness 

unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive 

from the dead, and your members as instruments of 

righteousness unto God. 

 

Psalm 119:32  

 

I run in the path of your commands, for you have set my heart 

free. 

 

Then this little prayer:  

 

“Lord, work with me until I am so dependent on the Holy 

Spirit that at the first sign of trouble, I turn to You.” 

(source unknown) 

 

We have the following lessons that come from our passage: 

 

Lesson #1: God is sovereignly in control of all things and is 

continuously working behind the scenes to the full 

accomplishment of His purpose. 

 

Lesson #2: It is the Lord who gave Nebuchadnezzar the victory 

over Jehoiakim, king of Judah. 

 

Lesson #3: The candidates for the king’s service must have the 

following six qualifications: (1) “without any physical defect”; (2) 
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“handsome”; (3) “showing aptitude for every kind of learning”; 

(4) “well informed”; (5) “quick to understand”; and (6) “qualified 

to serve” (verse 4). 

 

Lesson #4: “Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal 

food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not 

to defile himself this way” (verse 8). 

 

Lesson #5: Are you a conformer or a transformer? 

 

Lesson #6: Are you a thermostat or a thermometer? 

 

Lesson #7: God worked in the heart of Ashpenaz so that he did 

two things for Daniel: (1) he showed “favor”; and (2) “sympathy” 

to Daniel (verse 9). 

 

Lesson #8: There are three God-things that we need to 

remember: (1) “So he agreed to this and tested them for ten 

days” (verse 14); (2) “So the guard took away their choice food 

and the wine they were to drink and gave them vegetables 

instead” (verse 16); and (3) “so they entered the king’s service” 

(verse 19). 

 

Lesson #9: God is in the business of providing for a ministry by 

giving gifts to those who lead and serve. 

 

Lesson #10: God’s gifts included: “knowledge and understanding 

of all kinds of literature and learning . . . and . . . visions and 

dreams” (verse 17). 
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Father, we pray there’s someone who knows that this is for 

them. We pray that Your Holy Spirit will surround them with 

a sense of well-being and peace, knowing that whatever it is 

You have in mind, it is going to turn out beautiful. It will not 

be their plan but will be Yours and it will bear fruit in stores 

of love. Lord, we would pray that we will learn that You have 

a purpose and plan, you’re pulling it off and we are miserable 

when we are not cooperating with it and the thing that 

delights Your heart the most is for us to express total and 

complete obedience and we want to do that. In Jesus’ name we 

pray, Amen. 
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A Practical Study of DANIEL 

 

“Our God Reigns” 

 

 

Study Number One -- Daniel 1:1-21 

 

             NOTES 
v. 1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged 

it.  

v. 2 And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, 

along with some of the articles from the temple of God. These he 

carried off to the temple of his god in Babylonia and put in the 

treasure house of his god. 

v. 3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to 

bring in some of the Israelites from the royal family and the 

nobility— 

v. 4 young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing 

aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to 

understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s palace. He was to 

teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians. 

v. 5 The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from 

the king’s table. They were to be trained for three years, and after 

that they were to enter the king’s service. 

v. 6 Among these were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, 

Mishael and Azariah. 

v. 7 The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name 

Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to 

Azariah, Abednego. 

v. 8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food 

and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to 

defile himself this way. 

v. 9 Now God had caused the official to show favor and sympathy 

to Daniel, 
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             NOTES 
v. 10 but the official told Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, 

who has assigned your food and drink. Why should he see you 

looking worse than the other young men your age? The king would 

then have my head because of you.” 

v. 11 Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had 

appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 

v. 12 “Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but 

vegetables to eat and water to drink. 

v. 13 Then compare our appearance with that of the young men 

who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with 

what you see.” 

v. 14 So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days. 

v. 15 At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better 

nourished than any of the young men who ate the royal food. 

v. 16 So the guard took away their choice food and the wine they 

were to drink and gave them vegetables instead. 

v. 17 To these four young men God gave knowledge and 

understanding of all kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel 

could understand visions and dreams of all kinds. 

v. 18 At the end of the time set by the king to bring them in, the 

chief official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 

v. 19 The king talked with them, and he found none equal to 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s 

service. 

v. 20 In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which 

the king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all 

the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom. 

v. 21 And Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Daniel 1:1-21 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 
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2. What two things did Nebuchadnezzar do, according to  

verse 1? 

 

 

 

 

3. Who is the one who delivered “Jehoiakim king of Judah” 

into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, according to verse 2? 

 

 

 

 

4. What did the king order “Ashpenaz, chief of his court 

officials” to do, according to verse 3? 

 

 

 

 

5. List the six qualifications for this project, according to  

verse 4. 

 

 

 

 

6. What did Daniel decide to do, according to verse 8? 
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7. What did God do for Daniel, according to verse 9? 

 

 

 

 

8. What did God give to these four young men, according to 

verse 17? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: God is sovereignly in control of all things and is 

continuously working behind the scenes to the full 

accomplishment of His purpose. 

 

LESSON #2: It is the Lord who gave Nebuchadnezzar the 

victory over Jehoiakim, king of Judah. 

 

LESSON #3: The candidates for the king’s service must have 

the following six qualifications: (1) “without any physical 

defect”; (2) “handsome”; (3) “showing aptitude for every kind 

of learning”; (4) “well informed”; (5) “quick to understand”; 

and (6) “qualified to serve” (verse 4). 

 

LESSON #4: “Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the 

royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for 

permission not to defile himself this way” (verse 8). 

 

LESSON #5: Are you a conformer or a transformer? 

 

LESSON #6: Are you a thermostat or a thermometer? 

 

LESSON #7: God worked in the heart of Ashpenaz so that  

he did two things for Daniel: (1) he showed “favor”; and  

(2) “sympathy” to Daniel (verse 9). 
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LESSON #8: There are three God-things that we need to 

remember: (1) “So he agreed to this and tested them for ten 

days” (verse 14); (2) “So the guard took away their choice 

food and the wine they were to drink and gave them 

vegetables instead” (verse 16); and (3) “so they entered the 

king’s service” (verse 19). 

 

LESSON #9: God is in the business of providing for a ministry 

by giving gifts to those who lead and serve. 

 

LESSON #10: God’s gifts included: “knowledge and 

understanding of all kinds of literature and learning . . . and 

. . . visions and dreams” (verse 17). 
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