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A Practical Study of DANIEL 

 

“Our God Reigns” 

 

 

Study Number Two -- Daniel 2:1-13 

 

 

605 B.C.—September, a dramatic experience takes place in 

the first of three invasions to take the land of Judah captive in 

the battle. The Northern Kingdom is already gone and there is 

just the one kingdom left. 

 

In 605 B.C., there was a dramatic change for our four heroes. 

They’re all taken hostage along with some of the articles from 

the temple in this first invasion. Jehoakim, the king, stays 

behind and is in place.  

 

But in 597 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar comes back and takes him 

along with Ezekiel and ten thousand more hostages. Then in 

588 B.C. he returns and in 586 they accomplish the total 

destruction of Judah. They’re now all in Babylonian captivity. 

 

One thing we learned in our last study is that we focus not on 

the people and the circumstances but we focus on a Sovereign 

God. And we call that a “God Thing.”  

 

We remember quite a few times in the study––first of all it 

was a “God Thing” that Nebuchadnezzar came because the 

Lord delivered them into Nebuchadnezzar’s hand. 
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 2 

 

Their names were changed, these four boys, so that they 

would be brainwashed from any religious remembrance of 

Israel. 

 

They were also to study for three intense years––literature 

and language and then having the promise of a good job with 

the government. And all of those things fit together for them 

but in Daniel 1:8, Daniel has a heart matter—that is his 

diet—and he refuses that but God does a whole series of 

things. 

 

Number one, because he stands for his convictions, God gives 

him pleasure of the chief official, his ear and his kindness. The 

chief official goes along with the little proposal of a ten day 

trial. At the end of the trial God blessed that and then at the 

end the guy changed the diet. So for the rest of the three years 

Daniel, Meshach, Shadrach, and Abednego are able to 

participate in the food benefits of the program. 

 

In three years, they graduate. Nebuchadnezzar is so 

impressed with them, they are taken into the administration 

and given jobs. The curtain dropped on the first period of “As 

The World Turns”. 

 

Now the curtain is ready to rise for chapter 2. We’re going to 

think initially as it starts there is something wrong here and 

that we’ve gone back historically. But it is only the need to 

explain verse 1, to help us understand that we’re going on 

from here. As far as the history is concerned and the story 
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that is being given to us, we are moving right on ahead when 

we come to Daniel 2:1. 

 

Oftentimes there are some tremendous lessons when we 

reflect for a minute. There is a tremendous parallel between 

Joseph’s life and Daniels and if we can understand this, it will 

really help. There are at least six parallels between the two. 

 

Joseph at seventeen was taken hostage, sold by his brothers 

and ended up spending the rest of his life in Egypt in a foreign 

country. 

 

That’s happening to Daniel, he is being taken, he will never 

return back to Israel. He is going to stay in foreign service in 

these countries for the rest of his life. 

 

Joseph is a young Jewish exile taken down to Egypt and there 

are several things that happen: 

 

1. Both kings are worried over dreams they had. Pharaoh 

had the dream about the skinny grain and skinny cows, the 

fat grain and fat cows. 

 

2. A young Israelite exile is found who is able to interpret 

the dream. 

 

3. Both of them, Daniel and Joseph, insist that the 

interpretation is not something they have done but  God has 

been able to do that through them. You will see Daniel do that 

just like Joseph did. 
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4. Both dreams are concerned about future events. 

 

The big dream we are getting ready to look at in a future 

study is the most central dream in all of biblical prophecy. If 

we understand that we will be able to put everything else in 

the book of Revelation and the prophets in perspective when 

we get through with that particular vision. 

 

Then the last thing that happens is the king promotes the 

guys in their service. Nebuchadnezzar is going to do that and 

Pharaoh did it. 

 

A Sovereign God is doing the same thing hundreds of years 

ahead of time for Joseph and now He is getting ready to do it 

for Daniel. He is the same God and He operates on the same 

principle that when we are honoring Him, He has a place and 

a purpose and a plan for our life. We can almost predict it 

because he’s going to write the script the same way He did for 

Joseph when it comes time for him. 

 

This is God working out His purpose in both of those guys’ 

lives. The purpose and scenario are exactly the same. That 

ought to tell us something.  

 

“I am the Lord God and I don’t change. I am the Lord God and 

when you line up to My plan and My purpose and you are 

aware of My sovereign purpose for your life and you are locked 

into it, guess what, you are going to get your socks blessed off. 
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On top of that you are going to know joy that you have never 

known before.” 

 

When Joseph is finishing his life, we see that great verse in 

Genesis 50:1. He tells his brothers, “You thought it for evil 

against me but God meant it for good to bring to pass as it is 

this day to save many people’s lives.”  

 

And that is exactly what is going to happen to Daniel. He is in 

a critical position and watch God unfold and see that in spite 

of all the appearances, God is in control. 

 

He does have the whole world in His hands. Not only that, He 

has our lives in His hands. He has a definite specific plan and 

purpose that He wants to fulfill in it and we’re right in the 

middle of it.  

 

That is what God does when we get specific and we get a hold 

of the sovereign purpose of God and we see Him orchestrate 

things around us to the full accomplishment of His purpose. 

 

Now the scene begins to open. The curtain goes up and here 

we are. 

 

v. 1 In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar 

had dreams; his mind was troubled and he could 

not sleep. 

 

“In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; 

his mind was troubled and he could not sleep.” 
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We’re saying, “Okay, in the second year, that class they took 

was three years, right?” All right, now we have a problem 

here. It was in the second year and they were still in school. 

No, it wasn’t, they had already graduated. We had that in 

Daniel 1. 

 

So how do we explain it? If we understand Babylonian history, 

the king when he ascended the throne, the first year never 

counted. It was always a part of the year. They had a certain 

time of year for the accession, the number of years they 

served, to start at a particular time.  

 

So all of the time that Nebuchadnezzar has been serving this 

one year, taking over for his daddy in the kingdom, it does not 

count. They start marking the years with the next full year. 

So these guys have just graduated. They have graduated with 

flying colors but they are on the low end of the totem pole as 

far as the wise guys are concerned. They don’t get called on 

this first shot. They are going to be brought into it at the end 

of the study and it’s not going to be fun. 

 

“NEBUCHADNEZZAR” is mentioned 41 times in these 13 

verses and the ASTROLOGERS are mentioned 30 times and 

the DREAM is mentioned 18 times. 

 

There we have our THEME. It’s a king who is concerned about 

a dream or dreams and he is going to call the Astrologers. 

Bottom line, that is our major theme line and we are going to 

work with that as we move through it. 
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Okay, now what we have is Nebuchadnezzar went to bed one 

night and he had dreams--plural. What does that mean, 

because there is just going to be one that we look at?  

 

Well, this dream could have been given to him several times 

because it is very significant or there are four parts to it so it 

could be given to him in stages or he absorbed part of it as he 

was going along. 

 

Now there is plenty of reason for this guy to be scared to 

death. That picture that we are getting to see in chapter 4 

could be very disturbing. If it has anything to do with the 

future, it is not going to be pretty for Nebuchadnezzar. So 

rightly so, there is going to be trouble.  

 

The Hebrew word for trouble means “deep disturbance 

inducing apprehension.” It is so bad that he is really 

apprehensive about getting out of bed. He is deeply disturbed 

and he could not sleep. That means his sleep was done for. 

 

We need to take the time to lay it on Him. He wants us to be 

silent before Him and He wants us without an agenda to just 

come and listen. So many times we come in and spew Him 

with our petitions and then we’re out there and we never get a 

chance for Him to mold and make us into what He wants us to 

become. 

 

For Nebuchadnezzar it is legitimate. His sleep has fled and he 

is feeling badly. So, remember what we said about “So” in our 
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last study? It’s a God thing. Some of us are saying, “How could 

that be a God thing?” Just hang on–– 

 

v. 2 So the king summoned the magicians, enchanters, 

sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what he had 

dreamed. When they came in and stood before the 

king, 

 

“So the king summoned the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers 

and astrologers to tell him what he had dreamed. When they 

came in and stood before the king,” 

 

It was about 4:30 in the morning and all their cell phones 

began to ring and they’re still in their pajamas and because 

they know their heads are going to be on a plate if they don’t 

get there. Because when this guy calls they better come. We 

are going to see that he is a very, very severe individual. 

 

There were four groups that have been called. They are the 

brain trust of the Babylonian government. They are the trend 

spotters, they are the religious gurus of the day and they are 

the brain trust of the whole situation, they are the political 

consultants. 

 

The four of them, the titles that are used, are going to be 

absorbed into just one title. They are going to be called “The 

Astrologers”. Let’s take a minute with these four words so that 

we can understand the group that he calls on because of his 

concern. 
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1. First we have the Magicians. They are the students, the 

scholars of the crew. 

 

2. Then we have the Enchanters. They are people who 

enchant in order to get about a movement of the spirit and to 

get a message of the future. 

 

3. Then we have the Sorcerers. That word in the Greek New 

Testament is pharikoi from which we get pharmacist. These 

are the ones who use drug-induced means to be able to 

hallucinate and get a message from the spirit world. 

 

4. Then we have the Astrologers. They study the astrological 

charts and the stars in order to get a message. 

 

Now these guys are in a kind of guild. The way they work is 

the guy tells them a dream and then they will come up with 

some far out interpretation which the king forgets anyway 

and they are never held responsible. They came up with some 

of the weirdest, dumbest stuff but the king buys into it. 

 

It is just a conjecture. He probably inherited these old birds 

from the last administration and he is ticked at them already. 

As he has been growing up, he’s watched his dad turn to those 

guys and none of the stuff they came up with ever came into 

being. He is a cynic already at this point. That will explain 

how ticked he is going to get in just a second. 

 

What he is going to ask is way beyond the normal things he 

would usually ask. This is a “God thing”.  
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What are they going to do in a foreign culture to get their 

attention? They are going to show them how stupid and idiotic 

it is to be in the spirit world dealing with satanic cults and 

this other stuff thinking they are going to find meaning and 

purpose and prophecy for their life.  

 

What are you going to do if you are God? He gets through 

messing with that, He brings the Star out and shows them 

what the real thing is. 

 

That’s what’s great about God. He never wastes any paper. 

He’s going to deal with them over here and then He is going to 

bring the real thing on so that we never forget it. 

 

Remember Elisha on Mount Carmel? What did He do?  

 

God orchestrates 250 prophets of BAAL to get their sacrifice 

up there fixed out all ready for Superbowl Sunday. They call 

some fire out of heaven for six hours and they don’t get any.  

 

Now Elisha, he’s so cool, he moves in and says, “come on folks. 

It is 3 o’clock and you’re getting tired. Watch this one man, 

poured 12 buckets of water on top of it so water is all over the 

place.” There aren’t any sparks coming but Elisha says, “God 

we could use a little fire.” Boom! The whole thing is burned 

up. 

 

That is going to be the same kind of scenario we’re going to 

see here. At first we have to totally discredit these guys who 
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are in this for a profession and they are satanically inspired. 

It is empty, its sound and fury signifying nothing. 

 

So the king summoned these guys. When they came in and 

stood before the king, look what he says: 

 

v. 3 he said to them, “I have had a dream that troubles 

me and I want to know what it means.” 

 

“he said to them, ‘I have had a dream that troubles me and I 

want to know what it means.”’ 

 

These guys are disarmed here because they think this is going 

to be another deal. “He is going to tell us the dream and we 

are going to tell him what it is and we will be out of here. 

We’re going to play golf or do something for the rest of the day. 

We can get this done in a matter of minutes here.” They have 

the brain trust here and they’re going to accomplish this. 

 

So away we go. Nebuchadnezzar is no dummy and he has been 

around nobility long enough to know that there are some ways 

to get folks’ attention to accomplish purposes and God is also 

orchestrating this and it is the coolest deal. What is getting to 

happen is going to be very interesting. 

 

Do we still have dreams today of religious significance? If we 

had a dream, we probably ate Mexican food and there is 

absolutely positively no significance to our dream, period. 

When God spoke through His Word, that was the end and it is 

in His Word that we are going to find His purpose and plan. 
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We have to cut through that stuff. People treat that as some 

kind of mystical stuff because they have been trained that way 

by those guys that are reading tea leaves and doing all this 

other garbage thinking they are predicting the future. 

 

People buy into that stuff all over the place. Cut it out. Stay 

with the Book. God has given us all the instructions and we 

don’t need to be gazing at the stars and reading leaves and 

doing all that other junk. 

 

Former boxer, George Foreman says the following: 

 

(The Book of Texas Wisdom: Common Sense and Uncommon 

Genius from 101 Great Texans compiled and edited by Dr. 

Criswell Freeman)  

 

Guys who think too much about the future 

end up layin’ on the canvas sayin’, 

“Where am I?” 

p. 141 

 

That will get it done!  

 

v. 4 Then the astrologers answered the king in Aramaic, 

“O king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream, 

and we will interpret it.” 
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“Then the astrologers answered the king in Aramaic, ‘O king, 

live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will 

interpret it.”’ 

 

Then the “Astrologers”, all five of these guys, are absorbed 

into one title. They “answered the king in Aramaic.” That is 

very significant.  

 

Everything has been in Hebrew and now it is in Aramaic. The 

significance of chapter 2 through chapter 7 is all Aramaic. It is 

the language of the people because they need to know these 

dreams and things that are coming in the next chapters. 

 

Look at what they say, “O king, live forever!” Every one of 

them wished he was dead. He is worse than Saddam Hussein 

yet the common greeting was to come in and say, “O king, live 

forever”.  

 

“If you don’t, we’re out of here.” 

 

“Tell your servants the dream, and we will interpret it.”  

 

That is going to be the bottom line to the whole thing. Tell and 

interpret, tell and interpret, tell and interpret. We are going 

to see it three times and then we are going to wrap it up.  

 

It is going to come back over and over because they are stuck 

on that and the king is stuck on something else. We will see 

what it is in verse 5. It’s chop, chop, boom, boom. 
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v. 5 The king replied to the astrologers, “This is what I 

have firmly decided: If you do not tell me what my 

dream was and interpret it, I will have you cut into 

pieces and your houses turned into piles of rubble. 

 

“The king replied to the astrologers, ‘This is what I have 

firmly decided: If you do not tell me what my dream was and 

interpret it, I will have you cut into pieces and your houses 

turned into piles of rubble.” 

 

“Your homes are going to be garbage dumps” is what the 

Hebrew is feeling of the language. It’s going to be completely 

wiped out.  

 

The history of these guys being in his father’s administration. 

He has watched it and he has had it up to here with the falsity 

and phoniness of it all. Now he really comes across loud and 

clear with what he wants. 

 

Remember that statement in Camelot? “From fore to aft they 

will feel a draft.” That is what is getting ready to happen. 

These guys are going to be literally put to death. 

 

Now does this find any parallel with what we have 

experienced with Saddam Hussein? Just exactly the way he 

handles it in this group. So many people were killed and it 

just amazes us how people in the United States can just 

totally disregard the atrocities that have been committed by 

that man in the name of Nebuchadnezzar and wanting to 

duplicate that in our time.  
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And the thousands and thousands of lives that have been 

gassed and murdered and killed. Even people in his own 

family who were a threat to his administration, their lives are 

taken. It is not unusual because his hero is right here in the 

text and we are going to see what he is doing. 

 

He’s saying, “Tell me what the dream was and then interpret 

it”. His agenda is “tell and interpret” and if they don’t, it is 

going to be death. 

 

In Philip Yancey’s book Rumors of Another World, he quotes 

George Orwell in a little story that lets us see the violence 

from a human perspective with somebody like 

Nebuchadnezzar: 

 

(Rumors of Another World by Philip Yancey)  

 

I thought of a rather cruel trick I once played on a wasp. He 

was sucking jam on my plate, and I cut him in half. He paid 

no attention, merely went on with his meal, while a tiny 

stream of jam trickled out of his severed esophagus. Only 

when he tried to fly away did he grasp the dreadful thing that 

had happened to him. It is the same with modern man. The 

thing that has been cut away is his soul. 

George Orwell 

p. 41 
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v. 6 But if you tell me the dream and explain it, you will 

receive from me gifts and rewards and great honor. 

So tell me the dream and interpret it for me.” 

 

“But if you tell me the dream and explain it, you will receive 

from me gifts and rewards and great honor. So tell me the 

dream and interpret it for me.”’ 

 

Now he tells them in verse 6, there’s a little “but” here. There 

is something that is going to happen. There’s going to be three 

things they are going to get: “gifts and rewards and great 

honor. So tell me the dream and interpret it for me.” 

 

Now here we go. Same song, second verse, a little bit louder, 

and a whole lot worse.  

 

v. 7 Once more they replied, “Let the king tell his 

servants the dream, and we will interpret it.” 

 

“Once more they replied, ‘Let the king tell his servants the 

dream, and we will interpret it.”’ 

 

Have we heard that before? There it is. We see a lot of guys 

who think Nebuchadnezzar forgot the dream and he had to 

have somebody tell him what the dream was and remind him 

of what it was. 

 

That is senior folks who only have senior moments like that. 
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He has to know what the dream is to be able to put himself in 

position to recognize the authenticity of the interpretation 

because the dream is going to be told. That is what is going to 

put him flat on his face at the end of chapter 2 when Daniel 

walks in on the scene and actually fulfills everything that he 

is asking him. That’s getting a little ahead of the story. 

 

v. 8 Then the king answered, “I am certain that you are 

trying to gain time, because you realize that this is 

what I have firmly decided: 

 

“Then the king answered, ‘I am certain that you are trying to 

gain time, because you realize that this is what I have firmly 

decided:” 

 

Ever been in a situation and wanted to reconcile with a spouse 

or with a child and we schedule an appointment? We just 

know it’s all going to work out. We have these warm fuzzies 

and we’re going to eat a little crow and we’re going to get the 

words out. We start to think and it goes from bad to worse. 

Not only do we have history but we have hysteria and it blows 

up. 

 

These guys are being crowded and their lives are in jeopardy. 

When they do that, we get accusations and Nebuchadnezzar 

leads the pack.  

 

v. 8 Then the king answered, “I am certain that you are 

trying to gain time, because you realize that this is 

what I have firmly decided: 
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“Then the king answered, ‘I am certain that you are trying to 

gain time, because you realize that this is what I have firmly 

decided:” 

 

That is chop, chop, boom, boom. And now we’re trying to buy 

time. We’re trying to negotiate some time so that we’ll forget 

what we’ve said and then we are going to be able to live and 

continue in our profession as usual.  

 

If we put that in layman’s terminology, he says, “You’re 

stalling for time and I’m getting ticked. And I can tell you 

guys that you are as guilty as mud. You are trying to deceive 

me. You’re guilty.” 

 

John Ortberg tells this story: 

 

(The Life You’ve Always Wanted by John Ortberg)  

 

A guy who has been in the ministry long enough to 

understand the hazards of the position and this story is one of 

my favorite stories on guilt: 

 

Some years ago we traded in my old Volkswagen Super Beetle 

for our first piece of new furniture: a mauve sofa. It was 

roughly the shade of Pepto-Bismol, but because it represented 

to us a substantial investment, we thought “mauve” sounded 

better. 

The man at the furniture store warned us not to get it 

when he found out we had small children. “You don’t want a 
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mauve sofa,” he advised. “Get something the color of dirt.” But 

we had the naive optimism of young parenthood. “We know 

how to handle our children,” we said. “Give us the mauve 

sofa.” 

From that moment on, we all knew clearly the number 

one rule in the house. Don’t sit on the mauve sofa. Don’t touch 

the mauve sofa. Don’t play around the mauve sofa. Don’t eat 

on, breathe on, look at, or think about the mauve sofa. 

Remember the forbidden tree in the Garden of Eden? “On 

every other chair in the house you may freely sit, but upon 

this sofa, the mauve sofa, you may not sit, for in the day you 

sit thereupon, you shall surely die.” 

Then came The Fall. 

One day there appeared on the mauve sofa a stain. A red 

stain. A red jelly stain. 

So my wife, who had chosen the mauve sofa and adored it, 

lined up our three children in front of it: Laura, age four, and 

Mallory, two and a half, and Johnny, six months. 

“Do you see that, children?” she asked. “That’s a stain. A 

red stain. A red jelly stain. The man at the sofa store says it is 

not coming out. Not forever. Do you know how long forever is, 

children? That’s how long we’re going to stand here until one 

of you tells me who put the stain on the mauve sofa.” 

Mallory was the first to break. With trembling lips and 

tear-filled eyes she said, “Laura did it.” Laura passionately 

denied it. Then there was silence, for the longest time. No one 

said a word. I knew the children wouldn’t, for they had never 

seen their mother so upset. I knew they wouldn’t, because 

they knew that if they did, they would spend eternity in the 

time-out chair. 
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I knew they wouldn’t, because I was the one who put the 

red jelly stain on the mauve sofa, and I knew I wasn’t saying 

anything. I figured I would find a safe place to confess—such 

as in a book I was going to write, maybe. 

pp. 127-8. 

 

Back to verse 9. 

 

v. 9 If you do not tell me the dream, there is just one 

penalty for you. You have conspired to tell me 

misleading and wicked things, hoping the situation 

will change. So then, tell me the dream, and I will 

know that you can interpret it for me.” 

 

“If you do not tell me the dream, there is just one penalty for 

you. You have conspired to tell me misleading and wicked 

things, hoping the situation will change. So then, tell me the 

dream, and I will know that you can interpret it for me.”’ 

 

We’re so used to coming together with something that sounds 

reasonable and we present that as our prophecy or our 

interpretation. It’s strictly a “man deal.”  

 

God help those in these closing days of our generation and the 

prelude to the kingdom that we are not deceived by that which 

pretends to be knowledge, super knowledge, wisdom or 

conquered up thoughts that come across our television screen 

or come to us in books. 
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v.10 The astrologers answered the king, “There is not a 

man on earth who can do what the king asks! No 

king, however great and mighty, has ever asked 

such a thing of any magician or enchanter or 

astrologer. 

 

“The astrologers answered the king, ‘There is not a man on 

earth who can do what the king asks! No king, however great 

and mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any magician or 

enchanter or astrologer.” 

 

Now when our back is against the wall and our life is in 

jeopardy, what do we do?  

 

We have two tactics––we show the limitations of our 

profession which took a lot of guts for them to do that. They 

had never been asked to do anything like this and nobody in 

their profession could give the message and the interpretation. 

They’re pressed there. And they accuse the king and that is a 

dangerous thing to do when their heads are going to be on a 

plate soon anyway. 

 

He says, “There’s not a king, however great or mighty, that 

has ever asked such a thing of any Magician, Enchanter or 

Astrologer.” 

 

It’s almost like they’re saying, “Tough bananas guys! I ain’t 

changing what I said. I am determined to see this thing 

through.” 
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Ever noticed when we have these situations where there is a 

conflict between evil and good, a conflict between God and 

Satan, how it all plays out and how God always sovereignly 

comes through and gets the glory? Doesn’t that tell us 

something? God is in the business of revealing it 

compassionately to us with the futility of getting involved in 

this stupid stuff. 

 

Remember the conflict when Aaron and Moses went down and 

they had the conflict with the Magicians from Pharaoh’s 

court? Remember how it played out?  

 

He comes in and he drops the staff and it becomes a snake and 

the Magicians did the same thing. Really impressive and 

they’re saying, “You’re not any different than the rest of us.”  

 

And it comes time for the frogs and those guys pull off the frog 

deal. And then the blood deal, they pull that off. They got 

three of them. Remember there were 10 of them and when we 

get to number 4, remember what happened? It was those little 

gnats and they were everywhere. And what did the Magicians 

say? “This is the finger of God, we can’t do that.” 

 

From 4 to 10 they’re sitting on the sidelines watching God 

work, forming those miraculous things. And why was He 

doing that? He was orchestrating circumstances to disprove 

the gods of Egypt once and for all and show the awesome 

power of the living God whose sovereign purpose and plan 

after 430 years is to take His family out of Egypt and bring 
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them up to the Promise Land. That is His sovereign purpose 

and plan and He is right on schedule. He always is. 

 

But in the process, He discredits satanically inspired gods and 

goddesses and demonstrates to the people with powerful 

messages what they have been doing that has brought them to 

this place. What was the big sin that the children of Israel 

were doing? Baal, idolatry of the worse sort, wickedness—

“Now get your fill of it.” 

 

“See what these guys that you have forsaken before are able to 

pull off under stress. They are totally disqualified and that’s 

behind the sovereign purpose of God in all of this.” 

 

We can go clear down to the end of the book of Revelation. 

 

Revelation 17:14 

 

These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will 

overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, 

and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and 

faithful.” 

 

Revelation 19:14, 15 

 

And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, 

white and clean, were following Him on white horses. And 

from His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may 

smite the nations; and He will rule them with a rod of iron; 
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and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the 

Almighty.  

 

Revelation 20:10 

 

And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of 

fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are 

also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and 

ever. 

 

This piece reminded me of how Satan works: 

 

(Write ‘Em Roughshod: Life ‘N Such Like by Peggy Godfrey)  

 

DAISY’S PUPS 
 

Daisy is a five-year-old miniature Schnauzer who belongs to my 

neighbors, Linda and Max. Keep in mind that she has never had 

a real litter of pups. Just don’t try to convince Daisy. 

Twice a year she goes into heat, then after the proper 

number of weeks she gets milk, then nests in her favorite chair. 

With the natural sounds of labor she pants, groans, stretches to 

look around at her back end while she gives birth to her 

invisible pups. She doesn’t want help and defends her nest. She 

milks herself until the puppies are weaned. 

While they are helpless she protects the pups in “her” chair 

by barking. She even bites disrespectful intruders—people or 

dogs. After ten to fourteen days, about the time the pups would 

be up and around, she prowls the house whining, crying, and 

looking for her wandering pups. 
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After 4-5 weeks Daisy tires of the demands of motherhood. 

When she quits being fussy about her chair, the family jokes 

that Daisy has given away her puppies. Then the household 

returns to its normal routine. Daisy has had four litters of 

invisible pups for Linda and Max. Former owners claim she had 

four litters for them, too. 

p. 41. 

 

That is the Great Deceiver. He hopes that we will keep having 

litters of invisible pups and never experience a new birth that 

can be ours in Jesus Christ that will produce fruit for eternity. 

 

Psalm 1 comes to mind: 

 

Psalm 1:1-6 

 

Blessed is the man 

who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked 

or stand in the way of sinners 

or sit in the seat of mockers. 

But his delight is in the law of the Lord, 

and on his law he meditates day and night. 

He is like a tree planted by streams of water, 

which yields its fruit in season 

and whose leaf does not wither. 

Whatever he does prospers. 

Not so the wicked! 

They are like chaff 

that the wind blows away. 
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Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor 

sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 

but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 

Psalm 119:105 

 

Your word is a lamp to my feet  

and a light for my path.  

 

v. 11 What the king asks is too difficult. No one can 

reveal it to the king except the gods, and they do 

not live among men.” 

 

“What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it to the 

king except the gods, and they do not live among men.”’ 

 

“expect the”—WHAT? 

 

We just changed it to capital GOD, except the GOD, the one 

and only. 

 

He is going to come into His own and His own receive Him 

not, but as many as receive Him to them He is going to give 

the authority. 

 

John 1:11-14 

 

He came to His own, and those who were His own did not 

receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave 

C
opyright ©

 2024 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



 27 

the right to become children of God, even to those who believe 

in His name, who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the 

flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became 

flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as 

of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

 

The movie “Bruce Almighty” has this scene that fits here well: 

 

“Bruce Almighty” Ignoring the Signs 

 

The film Bruce Almighty raises sobering questions about how 

God works in the world. 

 

Bruce (Jim Carey) is a reporter who made a fool of himself on 

national television, lost his job, was accosted by street toughs, 

and had an emotional blow-up with his girlfriend, Grace 

(Jennifer Aniston). With his world falling apart, Bruce takes a 

midnight ride to clear his head and begins a pleading 

conversation with God.  

 

“Okay, God, you want me to talk to you? Then talk back. Tell 

me what’s going on. What should I do? Give me a signal.” 

 

As he utters these words, a glowing road construction sign, 

directly in front of him, flashes: “Caution Ahead.” 

 

But Bruce doesn’t notice. “I need your guidance, Lord,” he 

begs, “please send me a sign.” 
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Immediately a large road-crew truck pulls in front of him. The 

back of the truck is filled with street signs in plain view: 

“Stop.” “Dead End.” “Wrong Way.” “Do Not Enter.” 

 

Again, Bruce is oblivious. In fact, he becomes irritated to be 

stuck behind the slow, rumbling truck. In frustration he 

recklessly swerves to pass the truck and grumbles, “Lord, I 

need a miracle. I’m desperate. I need your help, Lord.” 

 

Losing control of his car, he spins off the road and rams into a 

lamp post. Jumping out of his hissing, mangled, steaming 

vehicle, Bruce flings his arms into the air in utter disgust. He 

rages at God.  

 
Content: Rated PG-13 for language, sexual content, and crude humor. 

Elapsed Time: From the beginning of the credits, 00:21:03 to 00:23:25; DVD track 5 

Citation: Bruce Almighty (Universal, 2003) directed by Tom Shadyac, written by Steve 

Kornen and Mark O’Keef; submitted by Winn Collier, Seneca, South Carolina 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(from PreachingToday.com) 

 

All the signs were there. If Bruce just paid attention, he 

wouldn’t have had the accident.  

 

So many people go on oblivious in life and God is lovingly 

coming along providing evidence after evidence of the futility 

of the direction we are going but we prefer giving birth to 

invisible pups by doing some stupid little things that look very 

religious to the world. Whether it is joining a church or doing 

sixteen jillion other things to substitute the swallowing of our 

pride and invoke it as a repentance, acknowledge that we’re a 

sinner, and we need Christ Jesus as our Savior. 
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Having experienced the new birth, we are going to give birth 

to something pretty exciting. We’re saying, “that has already 

happened to me.”  

 

Then this is what we should pray: 

 

Lord, please sensitize me to the signs that come across my 

path of what You are trying to tell me. Help me to be still and 

know You are God.  

 

The only problem we have when we start hooking up to really 

understand what the Lord’s trying to tell us is we have a 

whole bunch of spiritual, Christian people who come around 

and tell us what we need to hear. 

 

Anne Graham Lotz had a couple of problems is a woman in a 

man’s world and men are rejecting her ministry. She says this:  

 

I have been bombarded by those who said they were speaking 

to me on God’s behalf regarding my ministry saying, “God told 

me to tell you”. Is God telling me something through them? 

Which voices were relaying the authentic message of the 

Shepherd? Again I had to go to my Bible and search the 

scriptures asking God to open my ears to the shepherd’s voice 

and give me a biblical word that should also be a personal 

word. God does speak to me at times through other people but 

the test is what others say should be in accord and confirmed 

by His Word. 

(source unknown) 
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When we hear the Shepherd’s voice, it is going to be God’s 

Word. Then we know we are on target. The arrogance of 

people who can come and tell us that they have a message for 

us from God, that God couldn’t give to us directly. To do that 

and say they have a message for somebody else, perish the 

thought. 

 

Get the messages for ourselves and implement that in our life 

and we have a full time job. We don’t need to be messing 

around with a bunch of other believers telling them something 

that God told us to tell them. Rather let God handle His own 

children by Himself. 

 

What we need to realize is there is a God in heaven and He is 

manifesting Himself. 

 

When we get to verse 12, we get the normal outrage. 

 

v. 12 This made the king so angry and furious that he 

ordered the execution of all the wise men of 

Babylon. 

 

“This made the king so angry and furious that he ordered the 

execution of all the wise men of Babylon.” 

 

We need to watch out when we’re like that. We’re going to give 

the worst speech we have ever given. We are going to do 

something that we are going to regret. 
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We have “the execution of all the wise men of Babylon.”  

 

That is the problem when we get angry. We are going to do 

something really, really stupid. He is wiping these guys out 

totally. It is a mass execution and he puts that edict in place. 

Immediately he is so angry and furious that he has completely 

lost it. 

 

This is what the cowboys say about anger: 

 

(This Dog’ll Really Hunt: An Entertaining and Informative 

Texas Dictionary by Wallace O. Chariton)  

 

Anger: 1. makes your mouth work faster than your mind 2. 

can’t be angry and reasonable at the same time any more than 

a horse can buck and eat oats at the same time 

 

[Then if he wants to tell us he’s mad] 

 

1. chaps my hide 2. boils my blood 3. pops my cork 4. fries my 

patience 5. gets my dander (dandruff) up 6. gets a rise out of 

me quicker than a snake can stick out his tongue 7. makes me 

want to kick a stump barefooted. 

p. 11 

 

[Now when a cowboy has met up with an angry female he will 

say this] 

 

1. her fangs are flashing and her nails are twitchin’ 2. getting’ 

ready to throw a hissey fit 3. wearing war paint instead of 
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makeup 4. her purr turned to a growl 5. stoked up hotter than 

the coals in a depot stove.  

p. 11 

 

John Ortberg told the funniest story about a guy who was 

driving his car in Bellevue, Washington. This is a true 

experience and there is six inches of snow.  

 

(Everybody’s Normal Till You Get to Know Them by John 

Ortberg)  

 

The guy is stuck and he is so mad at that car he gets out, gets 

his tire iron and goes around, knocks out all the windows. 

Then he pulls the pistol out of his glove compartment and 

shoots all the tires out and empties the clip in the engine. The 

Bellevue Chief of Police says “He literally killed the car.” The 

man was sober and rational but very perturbed. You can’t 

believe it! 

p. 129 

 

Fenelon said: 

 

(The Seeking Heart: Volume 4: The Library of Spiritual 

Classics by Fenelon)  

 

 Never make important decisions in a state of distress. 

You just are not able to see clearly. 

 When you are calm and collected, you will find the will of 

God more clearly known. 

p. 55. 
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Isn’t that neat? We get a “God Thing” for the last verse. We 

have a “So” and that’s a “God Thing” behind the scenes.  

 

v. 13 So the decree was issued to put the wise men to 

death, and men were sent to look for Daniel and his 

friends to put them to death. 

 

“So the decree was issued to put the wise men to death, and 

men were sent to look for Daniel and his friends to put them 

to death.” 

 

Now we ask, “How is that a God Thing? I thought when God 

was in it, it was going to be blessings and warm fuzzies.”  

 

There is a whole other side to that. We don’t want to talk 

about that when we’re driving through a fog or circumstances 

are happening all around that we can’t explain or understand. 

Those are just as much God things as the blessings that come 

on the other side of the picture. 

 

We are going to have a true picture of a Sovereign God. He is 

in everything. In the good times and the bad, He is always 

there and He is orchestrating circumstances with both of 

those to accomplish His purpose. 

 

What’s our problem?  

 

We have to let go of the stuff that makes us angry and number 

two we have to stop putting the focus back on ourselves.  
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Why do we get mad? Because the focus is on us rather than a 

Sovereign God who is using this person in our life to the 

accomplishment of the purpose. So, we’re totally insensitive 

because we’re mad. The focus is all on us. “He did this to me.” 

 

Get the focus back on God and say, “Thank You that You have 

orchestrated this rocky circumstance in my life. Teach me and 

show me what you want me to learn. I am very sensitive right 

now and I am ready to hear and follow in the path that you 

choose for me.” 

 

As the study ends and the curtain drops, we have our four 

heroes ready to be executed. That is going from the sublime to 

the ridiculous.  

 

In our previous study they were elevated and commended by 

Nebuchadnezzar and they are involved in the administration. 

Now they are criminals waiting for execution. That is what 

happens in this old world when we live under a dictator like 

that. 

 

God’s sovereign purpose is over it all.  

 

Now as we end it––Carolyn Custis James has written a great 

little book and she is talking about a lady that is dying with 

cancer and she says: 

 

(When Life and Beliefs Collide by Carolyn Custis James)  
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Through the worst of her struggle, her theology sustained her. 

She didn’t know how it would all turn out, but she knew the 

one who was taking her through these rough waters. Her faith 

held firm because it was buoyed by her knowledge of his 

character. Sometimes the only thing that kept her from 

sinking was the certainty that God is good and can be trusted, 

even when his ways made little sense to her. She knew she 

could trust him, and she did. It was the last time I would ever 

wonder if theology is important for women. 

p. 44 

 

God is there! 

 

Max Lucado said: 

 

(He Chose the Nails: What God Did to Win Your Heart by 

Max Lucado)  

 

May I state the obvious application? God isn’t angry with 

you. He has already dealt with your mistake. 

Somewhere, sometime, somehow you got tangled up in 

garbage, and you’ve been avoiding God. You’ve allowed a veil 

of guilt to come between you and your Father. You wonder if 

you could ever feel close to God again. The message of the torn 

flesh is you can. God welcomes you. God is not avoiding you. 

God is not resisting you. The curtain is down, the door is open, 

and God invites you in. 

Don’t trust your conscience. Trust the cross. The blood has 

been spilt and the veil has been split. You are welcome in 
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God’s presence. And you don’t even have to bring cookies. [Don 

says here “Ready and eager to meet your need] 

p. 85. 

 

This story is such a God thing: 

 

Titanic Ticket Unused 

 

An unused Titanic ticket—the only first-class passage booked 

that was not used—belonged to a Liverpool clergyman. The 

Reverend John Stuart Holden was unable to make the journey 

when his wife fell ill the day before the luxury liner’s doomed 

voyage in 1912. 

 

More than 1,500 passengers and crew died following the ship’s 

collision with an iceberg. After the ship sank, Holden hung the 

ticket in a cardboard frame on which he wrote: “Who 

redeemeth thy life from destruction.” 

 

The Merseyside Maritime Museum, in Liverpool, has kept the 

ticket in its archives since 1970. 

 
Citation: “10 things we didn’t know this time last week,”  

The BBC News, ““>(9-5-03 column) submitted by Alan Wilson, Nyon, Switzerland 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(from PreachingToday.com) 

 

We have 12 lessons that come out of text. 

 

Lesson #1: God is in the business of orchestrating the 

circumstances in our lives to use us for His glory. 
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Lesson #2: Do you find yourself suffering from a troubled mind 

and insomnia? 

 

Lesson #3: It is a mission of futility to pursue the spirit world 

apart from a relationship to God through Jesus Christ. 

 

Lesson #4: Nebuchadnezzar requires that they tell him first 

the dream and then to interpret it so that he knows that they 

are genuine. 

 

Lesson #5: Failure to complete their tasks will involve 

execution. 

 

Lesson #6: “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 

living God” (Heb. 10:31 KJV). 

 

Lesson #7: If these leaders accomplish his task, there will be 

“gifts and rewards and great honor” (verse 6). 

 

Lesson #8: We who are believers long to hear “well done, thou 

good and faithful servant” (Matt. 25:21 KJV) and we have the 

anticipation that “eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have 

entered into the heart of man the things which God has 

prepared for those who love Him” (1 Cor. 2:9 NKJV). 

 

Lesson #9: None of us will be able to manipulate God in order 

to gain time for our personal agendas. 
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Lesson #10: Hoping the situation will change reminds me of 

Numbers 23:19: “God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a 

son of man, that he should change his mind. Does he speak 

and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?” (NIV). 

 

Lesson #11: There are serious consequences when you make 

major decisions when you are angry. 

 

Lesson #12: I rest in the assurance of Your unchanging grace 

and Your all encompassing sovereignty. 

 

Father, thank you for tonight, the joy and privilege of 

studying Your Word. Lord, we are in a spiritual warfare. The 

writer to the book of Ephesians, the apostle Paul says, 

“We wrestle not against flesh and blood but its principalities 

and powers and those evil spirits in high places.” Lord God, 

give us the victory in Christ. Greater is He that is in us than 

he that is in the world. And may we, God, be more and more 

sensitized to Your sovereign purpose and plan so we can walk 

in wisdom toward those who are without. We can live our lives 

with joyful expectancy and excitement about what You are 

doing. And most of all, clear up our dull hearing and re-

sensitize us to be knowing that You are in control and that 

You are working and playing out Your story in our lives. In 

Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
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A Practical Study of DANIEL 

 

“Our God Reigns” 

 

 

Study Number Two -- Daniel 2:1-13 

 

          NOTES 
v. 1 In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; 

his mind was troubled and he could not sleep. 

v. 2 So the king summoned the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers 

and astrologers to tell him what he had dreamed. When they came 

in and stood before the king, 

v. 3 he said to them, “I have had a dream that troubles me and I 

want to know what it means.” 

v. 4 Then the astrologers answered the king in Aramaic, “O king, 

live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will interpret 

it.” 

v. 5 The king replied to the astrologers, “This is what I have firmly 

decided: If you do not tell me what my dream was and interpret it, 

I will have you cut into pieces and your houses turned into piles of 

rubble. 

v. 6 But if you tell me the dream and explain it, you will receive 

from me gifts and rewards and great honor. So tell me the dream 

and interpret it for me.” 

v. 7 Once more they replied, “Let the king tell his servants the 

dream, and we will interpret it.” 

v. 8 Then the king answered, “I am certain that you are trying to 

gain time, because you realize that this is what I have firmly 

decided: 

v. 9 If you do not tell me the dream, there is just one penalty for 

you. You have conspired to tell me misleading and wicked things, 

hoping the situation will change. So then, tell me the dream, and I 

will know that you can interpret it for me.” 

v. 10 The astrologers answered the king, “There is not a man on 

earth who can do what the king asks! No king, however great and 

mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any magician or enchanter 

or astrologer. 

v. 11 What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it to the 

king except the gods, and they do not live among men.” 
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          NOTES 
v. 12 This made the king so angry and furious that he ordered the 

execution of all the wise men of Babylon. 

v. 13 So the decree was issued to put the wise men to death, and 

men were sent to look for Daniel and his friends to put them to 

death. 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Daniel 2:1-13 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What three things happened to Nebuchadnezzar, according 

to chapter 2:1? 

 

 

 

 

3. How does the king plan to solve his problem, according to 

verses 2 & 3? 

 

 

 

 

4. What has the king decided to do, according to verse 5? 
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5. What does the king say he will do, according to verse 6? 

 

 

 

 

6. How does the king respond to the astrologers in verse 9? 

 

 

 

 

7. How do the astrologers respond to the king in verses 10 & 

11? 

 

 

 

 

8. What action did the king take in verse 12? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: God is in the business of orchestrating the 

circumstances in our lives to use us for His glory. 

 

LESSON #2: Do you find yourself suffering from a troubled 

mind and insomnia? 

 

LESSON #3: It is a mission of futility to pursue the spirit 

world apart from a relationship to God through Jesus 

Christ. 

 

LESSON #4: Nebuchadnezzar requires that they tell him first 

the dream and then to interpret it so that he knows that 

they are genuine. 

 

LESSON #5: Failure to complete their tasks will involve 

execution. 

 

LESSON #6: “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 

living God” (Heb. 10:31 KJV). 
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LESSON #7: If these leaders accomplish his task, there will be 

“gifts and rewards and great honor” (verse 6). 

 

LESSON #8: We who are believers long to hear “well done, 

thou good and faithful servant” (Matt. 25:21 KJV) and we 

have the anticipation that “eye has not seen, nor ear 

heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things 

which God has prepared for those who love Him” (1 Cor. 

2:9 NKJV). 

 

LESSON #9: None of us will be able to manipulate God in 

order to gain time for our personal agendas. 

 

LESSON #10: Hoping the situation will change reminds me of 

Numbers 23:19: “God is not a man, that he should lie, nor 

a son of man, that he should change his mind. Does he 

speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?” 

(NIV). 

 

LESSON #11: There are serious consequences when you make 

major decisions when you are angry. 

 

LESSON #12: I rest in the assurance of Your unchanging 

grace and Your all encompassing sovereignty. 
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